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ON THE MOVE

While the architectural profession in
California was pre-occupied with
Governor Brown’s attempts to eliminate
the Architectural Licensing Board, policy
decisions by the National Council of
Architectural Registration Boards
(NCARB) were made that have a serious,
long-range impact upon the profession.

NCARB was created in 1920, with 14
member states, to facilitate the interstate
mobility of architects through the de-
velopment of common education and
experience requirements, and to establish
standard examinations for the states to
administer. Today, NCARB consists of
six regions with 54 member jurisdictions.
California is in Region Six, which
includes nine western states. Regardless
of the number of examinations it ad-
ministers or architects it licenses, each
member state has only one vote at
NCARB’s annual policy-making conven-
tion. NCARB’s budget approaches $3 mil-
lion; about 30-40 percent of which is spent
on examination development.

NCARB’s main vehicle of uniformity
among its member states is the “NCARB
Certification” or “Blue Cover.” Licensed
architects who satisfy NCARB’s require-
ments are eligible to receive the Blue
Cover. The Blue Cover can be a valuable
tool, since about 25 states require the Blue
Cover for reciprocal licensing.

Few people know what the Blue Cover
actually represents. Does it mean that
holders are able to exceed the mediocre in
creating our built environment? Does it
provide the holder witha competitive edge

in the marketplace? Or does it merely
serve as a portfolio, documenting an
architect’s education and experience?

I was once told that the Blue Cover
meant that the most stringent licensing
requirements of NCARB’s member states
had been met. This concept is funda-
mentally wrong if 53 jurisdictions must
abide by the eligibility requirement of one
state. However, it may explain the ten-
acious attitude with which NCARB con-
tinues to push for an accredited degree,
beginning in 1984, as a requirement for
the Blue Cover. (Currently only seven
states reportedly require an accredited
degree in architecture as a licensing
qualification.)
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Over the years, NCARB certification
has come to represent an education and
experience portfolio. NCARB continues
to proclaim uniformity and consistency in
standard examinations, while the mem-
ber states continue to modify examination
scores and eligibility requirements. As a
result, the Blue Cover’s credibility has
been diluted, and NCARB has started
collecting original examination scores
from member states in an attempt tostem
the adjustment of scores.

The danger of proclaiming uniformity
while denying the responsibility of mem-
ber states to respond to the needs of their
constituents, places the states in a pre-
carious position. Any threat to the estab-
lished standards of NCARB threatens
diminished reciprocity in the 25 states
that require Blue Cover.

Such is the situation facing the Cali-
fornia Board of Architectural Examiners
(CBAE). CBAE is compelled to improve
architectural examinations. To date,
NCARB'’s response has been less than co-
operative, even though a major NCARB
committee has identified similar prob-
lems with the examinations. As a result,
CBAE is on the verge of being the first
member state to break from NCARB and
administer its own examinations. Since
California examines and licenses more
architects than any other state, for
NCARB not to work closely with CBAE is
in direct conflict with its founding
purpose.

On another front, the issue of an ac-
credited degree requirement for NCARB
certification is far from being resolved.
NCARB decided to proceed with the
concept, despite the resolution adopted by
the AIA at its 1981 Annual Convention,
asking that both education and exper-
ience be retained as equivalents. If the
Blue Cover was identified for what it is—
an education and experience portfolio—

the accredited degree requirement would
not be of major concern. But because the
Blue Cover is required for reciprocal
licensing in 25 states, NCARB’s decision
to require an accredited degree will
severely impact many newly-licensed
architects.

NCARB'’s response to the controversy is
to establish an alternative process that
would recognize achievements as
equivalent to an accredited degree. But if
NCARB, rather than its member states,
should decide whether a candidate’s qual-
ifications are equivalent, such delegation
of licensing authority to NCARB is anun-
warranted, and possibly illegal, delega-
tion of states’ rights, and only serves to
promote an elitist attitude. The problem
is further complicated by the fact that
NCARB is not a public body, is not subject
to open meeting laws, and is able to make
decisions without professional and public
notice or input.

NCARB is exhibiting symptoms often
attributed to government agencies—look-
ing for new programs and issues in order
to justify its existence. The policy state-
ments carried to the 1978 NCARB Con-
vention by the California delegation, con-
tinue to be relevant today:

e All NCARB activities should pursue
its constitutional objectives of fostering
reciprocity among the states, and improv-
ing the standards for examination which
are consistent with each state’s right and
duty to protect public health and safety.

e The policies and government of
NCARB must be regulated and con-
trolled by the states, and the return of
such control to the members accomplish-
ed through reform of NCARB’s organiza-
tional structure, including voting at
regional and national meetings, selection
of officers, and committee appointments.

e NCARB'’s goal should be the protec-
tion of public health and safety through
the improved quality and content of the
national examinations, which should
focus on the basic skills of graphic spatial
organization, and the scientific and
technical knowledge required to translate
basic design into a safe and healthful built
environment.

--Paul W. Welch, Jr.
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NEWS

Senate Bill 165, which would revise the
membership of the Board of Archi-
tectural Examiners to a majority of
architects (see analysis in Architecture
California, June/July 1981), passed the
full Senate on a floor vote of 125-0 on
July 7, 1981. Now pending assignment to
committee in the Assembly, the bill is
expected to be referred to the Assembly
Business and Professions Committee. The
bill probably will be heard in Committee
during August, prior to the Legislature’s
fall recess.

% k%

To encourage wider participation in
CCAIA’s Graphic Design Competition,
the Executive Committee has approved
opening the competition to anyone who
wants to participate, and is offering a
$500 cash award for the winning entry.
Submissions should be sent to CCAIA,
1414 K St., Suite 320, Sacramento, CA
95814. Closing date is September 15,
1981.

* k%

Samuel I. Kaplan, AIA was named
project architect for The Hope Consult-
ing Group in San Diego. Kaplan will
manage Hope projects in Saudi Arabia.

* * *

H. Grant Dehart, AIA, architect and
planner with an extensive background in
historic preservation, was selected as
executive director of the Foundation for
San Francisco’s Architectural
Heritage.

* kX

John T. Cashion, Jr., ATA, a principal
of the Pomona and Los Angeles-based
firm of Cashion Horie Cocke Gonzalez
Architects, Inc., was named chairman of
the Glendora Planning Commission.

* ok k

CCAIA’s Residential Energy Com-
mittee, under the leadership of Larry
Thompson, AIA, has begun review of the
California Energy Commission’s Pro-
posed Residential Building Standards,
second draft. The Committee considers
this draft to be a vast improvement over
the first draft standards issued in
November, 1980. The California Energy
Commission has published an “Overview
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of the Committee Proposed Residential
Building Standards.” This report and
CCAIA’s preliminary review, prepared
by energy consultant Charles Eley, AIA
are available from Pamela Boyd Williams
at CCAIA.
% 3k %k
The 1981 Directory of Minority and
Women-Owned Architectural and Engi-
neering Firms is now available for $10
from the National Society of Professional
Engineers, 2029 K St., N.W., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20006. Phone: (202) 331-7020.
* 3k 3k
The East Bay Chapter, AIA is sponsor-
ing an architects’ tour to China, from
November 9-30, 1981. Contact Claire
Martin, Travel Service, Inc., 2150
Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, CA 94704.
Phone: (415) 848-0300.
k k¥
The Dwelling Sculpture Institute is
seeking photographs, plans and/or bro-
chures of free-form homes for its pro-
gram to document free-form style hous-
ing. Write to Daniel Nign III, 431
Crestvale Dr., Sierra Madre, CA 91024.

* %k ok

Robert S. Harris is the new dean of
architecture at the University of South-
ern California School of Architecture.
Harris replaces interim dean Emmet
Wemple, who will remain on the USC
faculty as professor.

Tom Glass

“That’s our Bauhaus and this is our
bow-wow house.”

United Cerebral Palsy’s highest award
for volunteer services was awarded to
George S. Dolim, AIA, president of the
San Francisco architectural firm of
Hertzka & Knowles, for his “tireless
efforts on behalf of the developmentally
disabled.”

* % %

California Economic Indicators, com-
piled by the Department of Finance, say
that continued growth in the value of
additions and alterations has been a main
factor in strengthening non-residential
property valuations, particularly in
Orange and Santa Clara counties.

California Exhibition of
School Architecture

Architects who design school facilities
will have an opportunity to display their
work to over 5000 school administrators
and school board association members at
the ACSA/CSBA Joint Annual Con-
ference, December 11-12, 1981, at Brooks
Hall in San Francisco. CCAIA co-
sponsors the California Exhibition of
School Architecture in conjunction with
the Association of California School
Administrators.

All entries must be submitted by regis-
tered architects or landscape architects.
Entries are limited to educational facili-
ties for public, private and parochial
schools of all levels, including higher edu-
cation. Renovations and additions arealso
eligible. Projects must have been
completed since January 1, 1977, or if un-
completed, must be under contract for
construction on or before September 1,
1981.

Fees for exhibit space are $100 for each
two-mount entry, $200 for each four-
mount entry. Entry blanks, accompanied
by fee for exhibit space, must be sub-
mitted by November 6, 1981. For further
information, contact Jacquie Howell,
Conference Executive, Foundation for
Educational Administration, 1575 0Old
Bayshore Hwy., Burlingame, CA 94010.
Phone: (415) 692-4300.

Preserving the Central
Library

A framework for solving the problem of
inadequate facilities in Los Angeles’ Cen-
tral Library was presented at a recent
meeting of the Central City Association
Board of Directors, by Babton Phelps,



