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ADVERT ISEMENT 

FAST & EASY PROJECT SOLUTIONS, PRESENTED BY SAKRETE 

Fence Post Installation 
No need for mixing or bracing when you follow these simple steps to set a fence post 
or mailbox post using Sakretee Fast Setting Concrete Mix. 

SHOPPING LIST 

Treated wood I Posthole digger /shovel I Level I Gravel for base I Sakrete Fast Setting Concrete Mix I Water 

1 I Dig your hole; it should be one­
th1rd the depth of the post length 
and three times the diameter of the 
postw1dth. 

2 I Place 4 to 6 inches of gravel as a 
base. and compact. Stand your post 
in the center of the hole, and ensure 
it 1s plumb. 

4 I Evenly pour your Sakret e Fast 5 I Recheck your post to be sure 
Setting Concrete Mix around the it is plumb, and hold in place for 
base: add water as needed until a milk- 2 minutes. 
shake-like consis tency is reached. 

3 I Fi ll the hole to an approximate 
depth of one-third with water. 

6 I Let set for 30 minutes. Allow 
4 hours before applying any weight 
to the post. 

-• Check with your 
local municipality 
to ensure your 
plan complies 
with code 
requirements tor 
your area. And 
always be sure to 
call 811 before 
beginning any 
digging project. 
to protect 
yourself and 
others from 
unintentionally 
hitting 
underground 
utility lines. 

PRO TIP 

Check 
your local 
forecast. 
The air, m ix, 
and substrate 
temperatures 
of your work 
environment 
should be 
between40° 
and 90°F, with 
no rain in the 
forecast within 
24hoursof 
applicat ion. 



Traditional by Design 
Classic Colonial takes on a fresh 
new look for the 21st Century 

Though grounded in t imeless traditions, today's colonia l hardware & 

lighting reflects a bright new sensibility and style. From unexpected 

materials to sleek new finishes, you'll be amazed at the options. 

It-I HOUSE OF ANTIQUE HARDWARE 

-
/- ) · .. ;, 

-- Shop Colonial and seven more classic styles (aJ H o useofAn t igue H ardware.co m/colonia l ---



~ 
u ., 
~ 
r 
:c 
·' 

" :; 

~ 

~ 

g 
~ 
u 
~ 
-; 
l< 

" ~ 
'.:! 

"' ~ 
0 
.c ... 

26 
PARAD SE 
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26 Paradise 
rising 
In a special 

sen es. TOH TV 
docu ments how 

t h e resid en ts or 

Paradise. CA. are 

rebuilding in the 

wake of the Camp 

Fire. We look al 

som e o r the new 

budding malenals 

and t echniques 

they're using to 

reduce the risk of 

future fire d amage 

42 The delight is in 
the details 
A preservation-minded 
couple expand a 
charming 1937 cottage 
to flt their family 

50 Your best yard yet 
Our spnng guide to 
getting a lusher lawn and 
more bountiful flower 
beds and borders 

56 Easy DIY: Striking 
outdoor accents 
Three stylish pro1ects 
from Tl11s Old House's 
House One 

60 Best face forward 
The TOH TV team 
tackies the renovation 
of a Shingle·style gem 1n 
Cape Ann. MA 
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Now you can 
download the 
latest issue of 
TOH on your 
tablet before 
the print issue 

1s available 
Goto 

thisoldhouse 
.com/ tablet 

Cover 
photograph 

by 
JARED l<UZIA 
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7 toolkit 
A sickle for pruning. how to add a brick 
mudroom floor. rrash tips. an ombre 
accent wall. and more 

12 before+ after: kitchen 
A 1901 house s handsome new cook 
space improves both flow and function 

16 plant it 
These new varieties deliver ma1or 
flower power 

22 before+ after: mudroom 
A kitchen reno yields a new side entry 

24 clean this house 
Simple ways to freshen up for spring 

32 ask this old house 
How to remove wallpaper. lighten a 
newel post. vent a dr.1in. and more 

64 editors' picks 
Some of our favorite new products 

76 save this old house 
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TO H's 
Team of 
Trusted 
Experts 

Nathan Gilbert 
Carpenter 

Mark McCullough 
Mason 

Kevin O'Connor 
Host 

Tom Silva 
General Contractor 

Richard Trethewey 
Plumbing and 

Heating Expert 

Norm Abram 
Master Carpenter 

Mauro Henrique 
Painter 

Jenn Nawada 
Landscape Contractor 

Charlie Sliva 
Home Builder 

Jeff Sweenor 
Home Builder 

Ross T re thewey 
Home Technology 

Expert 
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ED~TO 'S LETTER 

A season for fresh starts 

A 
ftera winte rofpo ndering, planning,dreaming up-orwaffling 
aboul- yourhomc-improvemcnt wi h Ii ·L, hinl o f wa rm 
weathe r and the new growlh il bring make pring fee l like the 
r al t::irl of the new year. I fappily, this i uc offe r ple nty o f 

in pirali ntomoveyo urproject forwarclin 2020. 
How about brighteningyour ou Ll ook' ith a I ill le unexpecled 

color? Hlh cha rtreuse mudroom on our cove r (and o n page 22) i too 
enc rgeLi for you. you CCln slill s tep o ut o f ne utral ~tnd add a bade o f 
o mclhing fami liar- like a oothing bluc- on · hclvingor cubbies. \"le love 

the w::iy ilc.:a n Lran fo rm the look of window Lrim :mu wa in coling (page 
12)or cven a ligh Lly more dC1ring 

-. - fr ace nl wall (page LO) . 

., 

Pai nti one ure way to put 
your p rso n::il lamp on a pace. 
;\nolhe r i to combine che rished 
o ld lhings in your ho me ' ilh some 
mo re-mode rn fi ni he fo r an 
cclcclic, one-of-a-kind inte rior, 
like th H.ccd tamily' (page 42) . Or 
ma be you'r ready to make 
omc thing from c ralch - like our 

·implc garde n be nch (page 57) - o 
you can cus lomize the ize. type o f 
wood. o r t::iin colo r lo your liking. 

l !'you're anxio u lo gel oul ide- ancl who i · n'L a l th is time o f year­
we·vc got load of idea to pruce up your yard , includ ing summe r flower · 
tha lar a cinch lo grow from bulb-like bcginning ·- Ju tdigasm all hole 
and dro p one in (page Ll). Or try one oflhe robu l new plant we've 
featured (page I G) , all bred to produce imp re ·sivc bloom . Strugglinct to 
grow a lu h green lawn? Pe lle tizcd com po t and ?vlicroclover eccl (page 
50) could solve your lurft roubles. 

IL' a lrui mlha l pringi atimc o[rcncw:ll , butforho meowne rs it's 
a lso a ca ll lo aclion. And there' no more 111 0 ing exp ression of that than 
the toric of Paracli e, CA, re iclcnt dete rmined to rebuild the ir town 
p sL-wi ldfirc, 11 0 malle r the hurdl (page 26). 

Like L11 c111, we know lhc re' no pbcc like home. And lhere' no time like 
the pre. cn l Lo make yom · whal you've a lways wan led i r to be. 

Kt\ T HRY KEL LER 
ED I rQR- 1 - f-ll EF 

karhryn nlrhisolclhou l.' . 0 111 

How doers 
~ get more done-

How doers 
get more done. 



~~ft~ the LOOK AND FEEL of your home with Vintage Doors 
Great doors, like grea t old homes, carry las ting memories across ti me. 

They create a real warmth your fa mi ly loves returning to and your fr iends look fo rwa rd to vis it ing. 
But w hat exactly ma kes one door extraordinary and valuable, while o thers rema in unno t iceabl e? 

Timeless design, expert cra ftsma nship a nd the unmistakable f eel of real wood. 
Honor your old house with extraordina ry doors, on ly from Vi n tage Doors. 

BEGIN PLANNI NG YOUR PROJ ECT NOW I R EQU EST A QUOTE: 
-;Jr';'1 ......... 

Go To» www.VintageDoors.com I CALL» 1 (800) 787-2001 · : ·; 



too it 
Useful stuff for homeowners to know 

PHOTOGRAPH BY PHILIP FRIEDMAN M.\l lCll ,\ l'lllL .!ll:HI THISOLDHOUSE.COM 7 
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THE KINDEST CUT 

Ornamental 
grass tune-up 
They're low maintenance. sure, 
but that doesn't mean they don't 
need any attention. 

Cut them back 
Now's the time lo clear away debris that 
could rot the crown, and remove old stalks 

and leaves to make room for new growth. 
Cool· season grasses-including feather 
reed grass. blue oat grass, and blue 
fescue-bloom 1n early summer and should 
be cul back from late February to early April, 
depending on your local climate Leave at 
least one third of the plant in place: 
over· lnmm1ng can stunt or kill it. Warm· 
season grasses. which include the big 
grasses like maiden silvergrass. pampas 
grass, and fountain grass. bloom in late 
summer. Trimming these can wait until late 

April to early June. Cut them to within 6 to 8 
inches of the ground. taking care not to nick 
or remove any green growth in the crown. 

Divide and transplant 
If you notice that grasses of either type 
have dead patches in the center. or 1f they 
produced fewer plumes in the past season, 
they'll benefit from being divided into 
smaller clumps after their spring trim. 
Using a spade. dig around the portion of the 
plant that you want to d1v1de-it's OK to 
come in close to the main root mass-then 
cut vertically through the crown using the 
spade. an axe. or a reciprocating saw fitted 
with a long pruning blade. Transplant the 
division into a hole at least 1 foot wider than 
the root mass. and sprinkle a little starter 
fertiltzer 1n the hole to encourage new root 
growth Take care to leave enough room for 
the mature grass to spread its leaves and 

not shade out its neighbors. 

8 THISOLDH O USE.CO M ~l,\JlCll;Al'Hll. 20:W 
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There's nothing like a bulletproof bricl< entry surface when spring mud is 
at its gloppiest-and creating one doesn't require advanced masonry 
skills 1f you use one of the thin-brick products on the market. which go 
down like tile. Just follow these tips for an authentic-looking job. 
Choose real brick made of shale or clay and k1ln-f1red for durab1l1ty, 
rather than a concrete substitute. Don't just rely on photos: order a 
sample. Ensure a stiff substrate by layering quarter-inch cement 
board over your existing subfloor. Test-drive your design by arranging 
your bricks in the pattern of your choice before setting them with 
th inset. Worl< from several lots simultaneously to balance co lors. 
Running bond 1s a simple choice for beginners. If you're going for an 
antique look. Pine Hall Brick's Preston Steele advises using off-white 
sanded grout and not fussing about making the joints perfect. Use a 
grout bag to avoid trapping excess grout on the face of the bricks. 

Similar lo shown: "The Ong ma/" paver t iles, $6.45 per square foot; plnehal/brick.com 

" c;; 
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Trash your trash wisely 
Sprucmg up thls spring7 Waste-disposal rules and recycl.mg options vary m every 
commuruty. so check first with your local transfer station to see what types of debris. 
and how much . it accepts per household . You might also consider these alternatives 

~ 
Furniture and fixtures 
You can rent a dumpster. 
but donating your 
old-but-st i ll-useful 
cabinets. fixtures. and 
furniture saves money 
and could get you a tax 
deduction. If your local 
Habitat for Humanity 
Restore (habitat.org/ 
restores) offers pickup or 
deconstruction services. 
it can also save you effort. 

I 

-,,, -
Fluorescent lightbulbs 
These contain toxic 
mercury and should not 
be tossed in the t rash; 
some states restrict their 
disposal. You can drop off 
unbroken CFLs at Hom e 
Depot and Lowe's stores; 
collect ion sites for 
fluorescent tubes can be 
found in the "Where to 
Recycle" database on 
earth911.com. 

~ (!b 
"-./ 

Building mat eria ls Batteries 
Scrap lumber, met al. Rechargeable ba tteries 
concrete. drywall , and (such as lithium ion. 
shingles can often be nickel met al hydride. and 
recycled. Use t he " Find a nickel cadm ium) are 
Recycler" tool at considered hazardous 
cdrecycling.org for a site waste in many states. 
in your state For asphalt Call2recycle.org lists 
shingles spec1f1cally, visit mail-in programs as well 
shinglerecycling.org. as thousands of drop-off 
Most recyclers welcome sites that include Home 
hom eowners. but call first Depot, Lowe's, and other 
to be sure. locations. 

~ . rn 
Paint Appliances 
Water-based paints can The EPA's Responsible 
be thrown out once dried. Appliance Disposal (RAD) 
Oil-based coat ings are program partners with 
considered hazardous m anufacturers and 
waste, but they too can others to recycle large 
be pu t in the t rash when appliances; find a partner 
dry, except in California. at epa.gov/rad_ Disposal 
Paintcare.org funds t hrough your local 
recycling programs in 11 electric utility. municipal 
states and lists drop-off trash pickup. or scrap 
sites for both oil - and metal recyc ler are also 
water-based paint s. options. 

For old-house lovers 
What draws us to period homes? In Restoring YoUI 
Hisronc House: The Com prehensive Guide for 
Homeowners {$35. amazon .com). preservationist and 
old-house owner Scott T. Hanson explores that 
question. and offers a thorough guide to celebrating 
his torical homes b y d.lving deep mto the details of 
how to repair and revive them. The book 15n' t about 
turning old houses into new ones. nor is it about 
restora n on in the s tnctest sense of the word It's really 

., about rehabilita tion; tha t is. establishing a tnendly 
balance be tween what we love about old houses and 
what we need to change so we can love Uvmg ln them. 

BEFORE YOU SWITCH 

Avoid energy 
supplier scams 
If you live in one of the 14 states that 
allow consumers to choose their 
electric supplier. you've probably 
gotten flyers in the mail or phone 
messages prom1s1ng big savings 1f 
you switch. But beware. Deceptive 
tactics and overcharging by 
suppliers has led several srates to 
put the brakes on electric choice. In 
Massachusetts alone. a three-year 
study revealed that those who 
switched suppliers paid $253 m1llton 
more than they would have on their 
ut11tty's basic plan. If you do decide 
to shop for a new energy supplier. 
make sure you 

• Understand what you're paying 
currently - the rate per kilowatt hour 
(kWh) and whether it's a flat or 
variable rate- so you can compare. 
• Consult your state's ut11tty 
regulatory agency to learn the rules. 
including certain disclosures. that 
suppliers must comply with 
0 Review any new plan carefully. 
including the length of the contract. 
early term1nat1on fees. what your 
rate ts based on. and if 1t will change. 
including when your comract ends. 
• Don't show your energy bi ll to 
soltc1tors or share your account 
number until you're actually ready to 
sign up. "Slamm1ng"-s1grnng 
consumers up for service without 
their consent- ts a common tactic. 
• Don't let sign-on perks distract 
you from the terms of the contract. 
That $100 gift card can end up 
costing you big bucks down the road. 
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PAINT IDEA : EA S Y OMBRE 

Making the gradient 
Who doesn't love a blue bedroom? The choice is inherently soothing. bringing open skies indoors. This three­
tone treatment turns up the drama just a bit. Picking colors from the same paint-chip strip simplifies the 
process-but avoid the very darkest shade to keep the mood light. A paint-and-primer-in-one helps ensure even 
coverage. Just divide the wall into thirds. apply the colors lightest to deepest. then blend, using the tips at right. 

.. , .. 
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Dreainy blues, 
from soft to 
seaworthy: 

Sherwin· 
Williams's 
Honest Blue 

Sherwin· 
Willlams's 
Sporty Blue 

Sherwin· 
Willlams's 
Commodore 

,. ., I 
I 

' 
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Block out each color. After applying 

the lightest color to the whole wall , roll 

the m iddle third with the mid-tone 

shade, and the lower third with the 
deepest one. 

Re-create a wet edge. Using a separate 

4·inch brush for each color, repaint 

both edges of adjacent color bands, 

working in small sections. This allows 

you to blend the paint before it dries. 

JO THISOLDHOUSE.COM MAflCll/APRJL 2020 

Dry brush to blend. Using a fresh 

br~sh held at a 45-degree angle, blend 

neighboring colors with a series of 

X-shaped strokes. Continue working 

the colors until evenly blended. 



FOUNDATION FIX 

A look at basement cracks 
Not every crack in a foundation wall-either 

concrete block or poured concrete-is cause 

for concern or needs to be fixed. Structural 
engineer Jim Graham follows these 

guidelines when assessing which ones need 
attention and which don"t. 

How wide are they? 

On a poured foundation. a web of hairline 

cracks or widely spaced vertical cracks less 

than 1/a inch wide generally mean the 

concrete shrank a bit too much as it cured. 

Unless they grow wider or leak water. these 

can usually be left alone. Cracks 1/e inch 
wide or wider deserve a closer look. 

What's their orientation? 

Horizontal cracks indicate that the soil is 
exerting enough pressure on the wall to 

make it bulge inward. They're often 
accompanied by diagonal cracks in poured 

foundations, or stair-step cracks in block 

foundations. Diagonal or stair-step cracks 
without horizontal fissures may mean that 

the top of the foundation is bowing inward 

because it's not properly connected to the 
house framing, or that the footings are 

settling unevenly. Any of these cracks could 

signal the need for major structural repairs: 
call in a structural engineer to determine 

their cause and prescribe a professional fix. 

.. ·,,.,, ·:; 
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..... Is water getting in? Graham recommends 

sealing stable but leaky c racks in poured 

foundations with epoxy (shown) , then 
injecting a polyurethane foam along the 

crack's entire length. For block walls. he 

goes outside, excavates the existing soil. 
adds crushed stone to improve drainage, 

and slopes the grade away from the 

foundation for at least 10 feet. Both 
approaches should be handled by a pro who 

specializes in basement waterproofing. 

Second-chance bulbs 
Green with envy at your neighbor's daffodils and 
tulips? Try summer-blooming bulbs for bold results. 

Oriental Peacock Orchid Pineapple Lily 

Asiatic Lily Not your grandma's Long, strappy 
Liliwn 'Kaven· (left) glad.Jola. Gladiolus leaves give Eu co mis 
combmes the color calllanthus comosa ·sparkling 
and big blooms of 'Muriel ae' has Burgundy a 
Asiatic !illes with fragrant, star- tropical vibe In late 

shaped, single white summer. a nearly 
blooms with a 2- foot-tall sptke 

colored flowers have surprising purple covered in tiny 
a spicy scent. Grows center. It's a bicolored purple 

to 4 feet tdll Prefers late-bloorrung hero blooms earns It its 
.in l he summer common name. 
garden. Prefers full Prefers full sun. 

soll.. Zones 4-9. sun Zones7-10. Zones6-9. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION. SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 68 

INSURANCE MUST- DO 

That tabie saw you splurged on. The pro-style 
range you saved for Your new. high· tech home 
theater setup. When it comes to your 
homeowners insurance. creating an inventory 
of your home's contents can save time and 
money in the event you need to submit a claim. 
Only about half of homeowners report having 
one. despite statistics thal say one in 20 insured 
homes will file a claim each year. ltcan feel like a 
big 1ob. says the Insurance Information 
lnstitute's Scott Holeman. who offers some 
helpful tips to help you get the job done 

Start with pen and paper. Ask your 
insurance agent what information your policy 
requires: you may need an item's make. model. 
purchase price, purchase year. and serial 
number Some pieces may lack this 
informat1on. hke your handcrafted dining table 
or antique armoire: you may want to have 
them appraised. Don't forget items in off ·site 
storage units and your garage workshop 

Use an app. Appscanspeed up the job by 
letting you scan bar codes or serial numbers 
and then auto·filhng additional information 
Your insurance company might otter its own 
home·inventory app: if not. you can try out 
Magic Home Inventory (for Android) or Home 
Contents (for iOS) for free. 

Take photos and video. These support 
your claim 1f your policy requires proof of 
possession. If you"re taking video, create a new 
file for each room and describe each item out 
loud while you're recording. For photos. be 
sure to take close-ups of identifying info and 
store images 1n folders labeled by room . 

. Store your home inventory elsewhere. 
Save copies of your list. photos. and videos in 
the cloud. and keep a physical copy in a safe 
location away from your home. 
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BEFORE+ AFTER f<ITCHEN 

A semi-open cook space 
Annexing a utility area and adding cased openings creates airiness without 
sacrificing vintage charm BY NINA MALKIN 0 PHOTOGRAPHS BY LAURA MOSS 

- --

BEFORE With the stove and sink at one 
end, opposite a freestanding fridge, the 
kit chen had just 2 feet of working 
countertop. Vinyl flooring and cheap 
brown cabinets were decidedly dreary. 

AFTER Now open all the way to the back 
door, the kitchen 1s amply and logically 
set up for food prep and casual dining. 
New wider windows and a cottage-style 
door lavish the room with natural light. 
Countertops. Caesarstone 

12 THISOLDHOUSE.COM ~l,\JICll 1t\l'HIL io:.:!O 

WHILE OPEN-PLAN KITCHENS m:.iy be 
popular, they're nor for everyone. Take 

Kevin and Kaly ull1van, owners of a .1 90 I 
rwin home {one of rwo hou c rhat sha re a 
ommon wall) in arberth, PA. " \Y.Te needed 

more rorage and worksrarion , bur hoped ro 
have rhc kirchen re pe r rhe arch 1rccture of 
rhe hou c,'' Kc in says. And, as Kaly purs it: 
" \Xie didn 'r wanr robe looking ar rhe ink 
while 11ting on rhc couch~ " 

W1rh a l;iundry and roilet closet hogging 
ad1n enr qua re fooragc, the ul11 vn n oughr 

· our designer ean Lewi of iry Kitchen ro 
reconfigure rhe p:.ice r:uher than bump into 
rhe d111111g room. Lewi replaced the lau ndry 

wall w1rh a penin ula and enclo cd a sr,1cked 
wa her/dryer and a toilet 111 the ba k comer. 
Thi :.i i lowed rhe 111k, ra nge, and fridge some 
breathing room in rhc rema111111g U- haped 
ook space, along with rwo run of cab mer . 

Lewis mcrca ed counter . pa e ro 13 feer, 
gave food rorage a boo t w1rh a pantr)' 
cupboard, nnd put 111 two ne\ opening ro 
rhe di111ng room ro improve now. Bia k and 
pale blue cabinets and a olorful pntterned 
noor combine for a traditional look wirh a 
moder;, f\vist. "\Xle'rc grounded people wi th 
a no ralgic, quirky ide, '' Kaly ay . "The 
new layout rea lly works for us, and the look 
captures our personali11c pcrfccrl y." 
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RIGHT: The s tove was relocated to a short, formerly 
vacant adjacent wall and flanked with cabine try. 
Glass-front uppe rs house dishware, while deep 
d rawers be low hold cumbersome cookware. 

BELOW: Cabinet s torage was tailored to the way the 
Sulhvans cook and eat. This coffee/ tea station was 
designed for two pots with a roll-out insert t o hold a 
select ion of beve rage supplies. Cabinets. Airy Kitchens 

~- ~,--. ~ . w -- :;. .. . _,A l" .. ;; ~ 
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BEFORE 
The storage-starved 125-

square-foot kitchen had one 
bare wall and no place to sit 

10' 

F~ ~~ard 
0-dryer 

IP~" ,,, 
: j alw 

'iOI fridge-[] 

range 
radiator 

,_J 

co 
dining 
room 

to 
·back 
starrs 

AFTER 
Now 184 square feet, wi th better storage and prep space, 
a spot for snacking. and more open access to the dining 
room, the kitchen boasts improved function and flow 

r--
l_O _ ___ _ 

1. Replaced all the 
wmdows with 

wider uruts; 
relocated the 

radiator, formerly 
near the stove. 

,. to 
::drn1ng 

2 . Removed the :room 

laundry partition 
wall and added a 

peninsula with 
seating I fridge 

'·D 3 . Centered the sink 
under new windows. 

I .- - .. I 
d/w : 10 

' ' 
' I ,o dmmg 

with a paneled ·- - _ 1 :, room 
clishwasher to the range 

left; re located the 
range and flanked it 

with cabinets. 

4 . Bllllt a closet for 
the toilet and a 
stacked washer/ 
dryer. removing one 
of the windows; 
added au tillty sink 
outside the door 

5 . Added cased 
openings to the 

~ clining room on 
a: either side of the 

pantry and the 
relocated fridge 

I 6 . Closed up the 
corner where clinmg 
room access had 
been to allow for 
more cabmets and 
countertops. 
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BEFORE+ AFTER KITCHEN 

ABOVE: The geometric pattern of the 
painted-wood floor tiles adds visual 
impact. ··More t han one person has 
asked if they're original to the house," 
says Kaly . .. They're just weird enough to 
make you wonder. and I love that! " Floor 

tile. Mirth Studio 

14 THISOLDHOUSE.COM \1.\HCll .\ l'Hll W:W 
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RIGHT; The pantry cupboard was custom· 
built in cherry: when the house was built, 
kitchens would have been outfitted with 
furniture pieces. Stocked with food and a 
microwave, it's handily located near the 
peninsula, "where a lot of snacking and 
meals·on· the·go happen." Kaly says. 

A cook space with period-appropriate style was 
important to homeowners Kevin and Kaly Sullivan. 
"We didn' t want a showroom kitchen ... Kaly says. 
" We wanted something that felt true to the bones 
and the soul of the house ... Colorfully painted trim 
and tall beadboard wainscoting help amplify the 
room's upbeat modern sensibility. 

· ---- -~ 

pp.GE68 
FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE DIRECTORY. 
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AMERICAN 
CRUISE LINES 

NEWEST FLEET 
ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

With the introduction of our Modern Riverboat Series, American Cruise Lines 15 elevating the standard for 

U.S. riverboat cruising. Aboard these brand new ships that feature modern design, spacious staterooms 

with private balconies, and a grand multi-story atrium, experience the future of U.S riverboat cru1s1ng. 

Small Ship Cruising Done Perfectly." 

LARGEST STATEROOMS AWARD-WINNING EXCURSIONS GLASS ATRIUM 
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PLANT IT 

Up-and-comers 
Add some serious flower power to your yard and garden with these robust new bloomers 
BY MICHELLE GERVAIS 

SPRING BRINGS with tr fre h 
po ibil irie fo r rhe up o m ing 

g ro w111g ca on- among them :i 
ho r o f new and ex ning pbnr ro 
en liven flo , e r bed a nd o nra111cr 
garden . M a ny o f rhe e improved 
vanerie pro mi e bigger lo nger-
la ring, and m o re pro fu e b loom , 
a well a be rrer di ea e re i ran e. 
And whi le o mc may be ho w111g 
up for rhc fir r time ar lo al 
retailer a ll have been exren 1vely 
rri:iled a nd re red- o me for up ro 
I 0 )'Cars-before making rheir 
debut, ays Angela T readwell ­
Palmer o f Pla nr 
anyone' gue 
a rrain planr-world upersrardo m 
(rh1nk of rho e ever-popular Kno k 
Our ro e ) bur you can be ure rha r 
even rho e that rema in under rhe 
rada r will be ra nd oms in your 
home ga rden. 

\Xl1rh rha r 1n m ind-and with an 
e 1e roward hig h-1mpacr, profuse 
bloomer -we' re h1ghlighnng 
o me ri 111g ta r tha t ho w 

e.xcepuo nal prom1 e for the coming 
C:l o n. Try rhem o ur in your ya rd , 

and by fa ll w e bet o u ' ll be 
recommending rhem roo. 

'SUMMER CRUSH' 
BIG LEAF HYDRANGEA 
Hydrangea macrophy/la 
·summer Crush' 

The latest entry in the Endless Summer 
series of rebloomers boasts ihe most 
vibrant flowers you·11 find on any hy· 
drangea· v1v1d raspberry-red in a lkaline 
soils and deep purple 1n ac1d1c soils 
HOW IT GROWS: Prefers morning sun 
and afternoon shade Grows up to 3 feet 
ta ll and wide 111zones 4- 9. Its tidy habi t 
requires little pruning. 
FIND IT: springh1llnursery.com 
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Zero-turn agility. Zero compromise. One perfectly cut lawn. 

This is the surprisingly quick. surprising ly affordable. new Kubota 

Z200 mower. It's built for comfort and for speed. And it's ready 

to turn your lawn into something more. 

Together we do more. 

KubotoUSA com 

· ·~ 11 1t 1. ft( C"':'I 1 h . .. Jfl 
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There are acres of reasons why the Kubota ZD is the #1 selling diesel 

mower: ACS deck technology for improved cutting performance. 

Hands-free deck lift. Deluxe suspension seat. Together it provides 

the durability and comfort you need for the biggest lawns. 

Together we do more. 

Kubota USA.com 
.t _ c;-, r 
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'BLUE CHIFFON' ROSE OF SHARON 
H1b1scus synacus 'Blue Chiffon 

These old-fashioned favorites have wonder 
ful summer flowers. but the shrubs can be 
rangy and unrefined. and tend lo seed them 
selves everywhere 'Blue Chiffon' addresses 
those concerns with a rounded. dense habit. 
few to no seeds and frothy blue blooms 
HOW IT GROWS: Thrives 1n almost any type of 
soil in full sun to part shade Grows up to 12 
feet tall and 6 feet wide in zones 5-8 
FIND IT: ways1degardens com 

~~ 
1 ~ 'AT LAST' ROSE ..... 
~ ~ Rosa x 'At Last' 
OL 

S~ This new low-maintenance. d1sease·res1stant 
... '" shrub rose has all the charm of a hybrid tea .. ,, 
!'!::: without the hassle. It blooms from late spring 
~ ~ to fall without deadhead1ng. producing lush. 
~ ~ sweetly fragrant. peachy-orange flowers amid 
~ ;t glossy green leaves 
g: HOW IT GROWS: Prefers full sun well·dra1ned 
~ '? "':: soil . and pruning in eany spring Grows up to 
~ ~ 3 feet tall and wide 1n zones 5-9 
~ 3 FIND IT: greatgardenplants com 

'PURE PINK' WEIGELA 
We1gela florida 'Pure Pink 

The Sonic Bloom series of we1gelas flower 1n 
late spring. and after a brief rest. burst back 
into bloom until fall. 'Pure Pink' is the latest 
add1t1on and the strongest rebloomer yet 
with profuse trumpet-shaped flowers that 
attract hummingbirds but not deer 
HOW IT GRO\'/S: Prefers full sun. well-drained 
soil: pruning may be done after spring bloom 
Grows up to 5 feet tall and wide in zones 4-8 
FIND IT: provenw1nners.com 

'GEORGIA PEACH PIE' PINKS 
Dian thus allwood11 Georgia Peach Pie' 

Tl1e blooms on the Am enc an Pie sen es of 
pinks are larger than most-up to 21nches 
wide-and borne on strong stems that won't 
flop. 'Georgia Peach Pie ' 1s especially striking. 
with blue-green foliage and single. pale pink 
flowers adorned with a v1v1d coral nng 
HOW IT GROWS: Prefers full sun and well­
drained. almost sandy soil. Grows up to 12 
inches tall and wide in zones 5- 9 
FIND IT: bluestoneperennials.com 

If 

'TRES AMIGOS' CONEFLOWER 
Echmacea 'TresAm1gos' 

This member of the splashy Sombrero series 
has blossoms that open peachy rose. then 
age to pink and finally burgundy. Unlike some 
new coneflowers. it's hardy in colder climes. 
HOW IT GROWS: Tidy and well behaved. with 
deadhead1ng 1t will keep flowering into fall. 
Prefers full sun and fertile. well -drained soil. 
Grows up to 20 inches tall and 24 inches wide 
1n zones4-9 
FIND IT: gardencross1ngs.com 

'CAT'S PAJAMAS' CATMINT 
Nepeta ·cat's Pa1amas· 

Valued for their deer resistant mounds of 
aromatic blue-green foliage and spires of 
purple-blue flowers. catm1nts can get 
overgrown by late summer Cat's Pa1amas: a 
compact hybnd. blooms early and stays neat. 
HOW IT GROWS: Prefers full sun and average. 
well -drained soil. shearing after flowering will 
produce more blooms. Grows up to 14 inches 
tall and 20 inches wide 1n zones 3-8. 
FIND IT: wh1teflowerfarm.com e 
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BEFORE+ AFTER MUDROOM 

High-energy drop spot 
Relocating a too-steep stairway opens the door to an everyday entry into the house 
BY DEBRA JUDGE SILBER • PHOTOGRAPHS BY JARED KUZIA 

A IT'S A BEAUTIFUL THING 

W w hen you et out to fix o ne 
problem and end up solving rwo . 
\'(then adding a new kitchen and 
fa mily room to th i fami ly of four' 
1920s ho me in Arlingron MA, 
a rchitect Ai mee Bentley knew he'd 
a l o need to rebuild it dangerou ly 
teep srni r . Re loca ting them ro the 

new addition serendipitous! ' freed 
up roo m for a much-needed 
mudroom and 1de entry. Bentle 
e ' tended the avai l::ible pace by 1 I 
feet, adding a n cxtcnor door for 
driveway acce . Then he de 1gned 
a bu ilt-111 w ith benche row of 
hook , clo ed overhead abinct , 
and 16 catch-a ll cubbie . T::ipping 
into the hom eowner's love of vivid 
color, inrerior de igner Kristina 
Crestin pa inted the unit a lively 
c ha rtreuse. Finding a home fo r the 
wa llpaper her client loved wasn t as 
easy. \ '(fith torage on one wa ll and 
durable hipla p on the other, only 
the ceiling remained. Con idenng 
the paper' cloud-::ind-b1rd theme 
that proved an inspired cho ice. 

BEFORE Relocating the 
old stairway left a 
6 ·foot-wide area around 
the corner from the 
powder room. Situated on 
the driveway side of the 
house, it was a perfect 
location for expansion as 
a side-entry mudroom. 

AFTER With a durable 
slate floor. the nearly 
20-foot· long mudroom 
otters functional storage 
tor the family of four and 
their guests. Pamt 
(bu1/l -in). Ben1am1n 
Moore ·s Chartreuse 

- --· 
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pro advice 
KRI STINA CREST IN. 
BOSTON 

"! a lway elect 
to rao·e bin 

b fo re 
d igning 
cubbie - or 
even a bench 
with bin 
below fo r 
hoe - o 

l kn w 
every thino­
w ill fit!" 

• 

• .. 
• • 

BEFORE 
Dangerously steep. narrow stairs 
with a wide landing led up from a 
short hallway off the old ki tchen 

-, 

l 

1~ 
I 

I CJ _J 

1. 

AFTER 

~ Jo.-

~ 

-
/ 

ABOVE: Two rows of glass-tipped coat 
hooks hung on white shiplap stand ready for 
guests' outerwear. The home's original 
front door-stripped and fitted with sliding 
barn-door hardware-opens onto a new 
playroom. \Val/paper H/ggee. Wesr 

LEFT: The storage unit's 16 cubb1es were 
designed to fit baskets chosen by the 
homeowner. Its playful paint color is 
repeated on woodwork in the new kitchen, 
located around the corner. B:iskets !KEA 
Canvas unlll~ bag Forest bound 

As part of a larger renovation. the stairs were relocated to 
an addition. and the resulting space extended by 11 fee t to 
create a storage-packed mudroom and a side entry 

3 . Addedan 
11-toot-long. 
16-mch-deep 
built-in \'!Hh a 
nux of open and 
closed storage, 
w tthspace 
w1der the bench 
for shoes. 

1. Removed the 
old s tairs and 
extended the 

remauung 
space to almost 

20 feet . 

2 . Reused the 
original front 

door as a 
barn-sryle 

slider to close 
off t he former 

kitc hen, now a 
playroom . 

ha/Ito 
powder 
room 

19 g· 

4. Lined the 
opposite w.:ill 

~ withl 6poplar 
"'l stuplap and two 

rows of hooks to 

st.lndupto 
vis1tors"wet 
coats. 

5. Put ma new 
s ide door that 
leads to a d eck 
with steps down 
to the dnveway. 
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Secrets of the deep clean 
'Tis the season to go beyond the weekly dust-swipe-and-sweep 
and gear up for what pros call a "deep cleaning." Here's how 
BY MICHELLE BRUNNER • ILLUSTRATIONS BY JENICE KIM 

AH. SPRING. ITS LONGER DAYS bring obundant unshine ... the better to 
highlight all the du t and dirt that' been accu mulating in your home all winter. 

It's no wonder that in a recent nclriona l urvey by the American Cleaning lnsrirure 
mo r folk -77 percent of re pondenrs- aid rhey do some form of spring cleaning. 
Yet mosr say they don't feel rhey're nece an ly doing it nghr, or doing enough. ome 
56 percenr ad mit rhey've either never cleaned their wa htng machtne or can't re Jll 
doing so and 41 percenr don't remember the la r time they gave them 1de of rhe1r 
refrigera ror a good wipe-down. Ki rchen g::i rbage and recycling bin didn't get much 
love e1 rher: Only J 3 percenr of rho e urveyed aid rhey pay pecial attention ro rhc 
germ-ridden receptacle . uch overlooked por can harbor month , even year , of 
bacteria, req uiring a much more thorough cleaning rhan the u ua l wab-down. 

Up ahead: pro-resred-::i nd-::i pproved solurion for r::ickling some of the areas in your 
home rhar often go ignored, or just require a lirrle extra arrenrion, ro rake your gn me­
bu ring ro the nex t level. 

24 THISOLDHOUSE.COM .MAHCll / ,\l'lt l L 20:W 

LIVING AREAS 
Even if you clean on the regular, dust 
and dirt have a way of redeposit ing 
themselves. Now's the t ime to wash or 
dry-clean window coverings and fabric 
upholstery, following care labels. Then 
tackle surfaces you usually bypass. 
starting at the highest spot in t he 
room, and working your way down. 

CEILINGS Sweep over them with a 
telescopmg m1crof1berwand. making 
sure to get into cobwebby corners. 

LIGHT FIXTURES Forpendantsand 
chandeliers. turn off fixtures and spray 
a 1-to·4 solution of 1sopropyl alcohol 
and d1st1lled water on a lint-free cloth. 
Wipe down, and follow with a dry cloth. 

CEILING FANS Slip an old pillowcase 
over each blade to trap dust as you 
wipe 1t with a m1crof1ber cloth sprayed 
with a dust repellent like Endust. 

HEATERS "If heat registers are filthy, 
pop them out and run them through 
the dishwasher," says American 
Janitor Service owner J<eith Goldstein. 
For radiators. he suggests vacuummg 
with a radiator-brush attachment. then 
using a microfiber dusting wand. 

WALLS Dustfrom ceilmg tobase 
molding with a microfiber cloth or 
Swifter duster: tackle scuffs with a 
Magic Eraser Then gently go over walls 
with a Swifter wet mop To fight grease. 
first dip the mop in warm water mixed 
with a few drops of mild detergent. 

CARPETS Vacuum well. then spot­
treat stains with a 1-to-5 solution of 
3% hydrogen peroxide and distilled 
water with a few drops of plam dish 
soap (spot-test first). Got pets? Order 
a black-light flashl1ght-1ts UV 
wavelengths cause the phosphorus 
molecules in old urine stains to glow 1n 
the dark; treat with an enzyme cleaner 
like Nature's Miracle. Steam clean or 
call in a pro 1f carpels still look dingy. 

WOOD FLOORS Avoid dousing them 
with water Rely on a m icrofiber mop 
and a cleanmg spray with a pH level of 
7. like Bona Hardwood Floor Cleaner. 
Goldste111 recommends a coat of paste 
wax every few years to create a water­

res1stant finish. so liquids bead up. 
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KITCHEN 
Extend regular surface cleaning 
to cabinets with a l -to-1 solution 
of distilled white vinegar and 
water. Freshen up the garbage 
disposer by running it with 2 
tablespoons of rock salt, a 
handful of ice cubes, and some 
lemon peel. Scrub garbage bins 
with hot. soapy water, starting on 
the outside: once dry, spritz with 
a deodorizer. such as Zero Odor 
Multi-Purpose spray. Then clean 
appliances inside and out-they'll 
work better and last longer. says 
Repair Clin ic pro Chris Zeisler. 

These may require commercial 
oven cleaner. Or try this GE tip to 
loosen crusty residue: Place l/2 cup 
of ammonia in a shallow glass pan 
and let sit in a cold oven overnight 

REFRIGERATOR Wipe down the 
inside. door. and gasket with hot. 
soapy water mixed with a 
tablespoon of baking soda. To 
keep gaskets from sticking (and 
ripping prematurely). Zeisler 
suggests coating them lightly with 
petroleum jelly. Dust coils with a 
long. flexible appliance-cleaning 
brush or a universal vacuum-brush 
attachment designed for the task 

COOK TOP Zeisler likes tackling 
greasy gunk on burners. caps. and 
grates with hot. soapy water or a 
degreaser like Fantast1k, and a 
nylon scrubber To clean glass 
cook tops. Goldstein swears by non· 
gel toothpaste and a Dobie pad. DISHWASHER Clear the drain of 

debris. wipe the gasket channels 
with hot. soapy water, then run a 
hot cycle-Zeisler likes AHresh 
Dishwasher Cleaner tablets OVEN Tough, baked-on spills? 

VENT-HOOD FILTER Fill a bucket 
with a gallon of hot water and add a 
scoop of Ox1Clean laundry powder 
Soak filter for 10 minutes: nnse. 

BATHROOMS 
Stubborn stains from limescale, rust. mold, and 
mildew require a targeted approach. 

FAUCETS For mineral deposits. Goldstein swears 
by a squeeze of lemon 1u1ce. " In most cases it 
dissolves the stains right away " 

SHOWER DOORS To clear away cloudiness. spray 
on undiluted white vinegar: follow with a sponge 
dampened with water and a few drops of dish soap 

SHOWERHEADS Todescale these. fill a plastic bag 
with white vinegar: secure 1t to the showerhead with 
a rubber band so the head is submerged overnight . 
Remove and flush with hot water. Tackle stuck-on 
buildup with a toothbrush or toothpick. 

DRAINS Overtime. hair and product residue can 
cause a black slime that makes drains sluggish. 
Sprinkle in 4 tablespoons of baking soda and follow 
with 2 cups white vinegar. Once the bubbling stops. 
flush with boiling water. Or try a biodegradable 
enzyme drain cleaner like Green Gobbler Dissolve. 

GROUT TOI-i's Tom Silva brightens dingy grout this 
way: Pour vinegar directly on grout lines: use a stiff 
grout brush to scrub with a mix of baking soda. 
water. and a few drops of dish detergent. Let sit for 
5 minutes. then brush again. Wipe up with a damp 
sponge and rinse. Follow up with a grout sealer. 

TOILET To nix rust stains, pour2 cups of white 
vinegar in the bowl. wait 30 minutes. then scrub. 
Avoid chlorine bleach, which can set rust stains. 

LAUNDRY 
Just because a washing machine circulates sudsy 
water doesn't m ea n it's free of dirt or potentially 
dangerous bacteria. including£. colt and MRSA­
especially 1f you generally opt for the energy- and 
fabric-saving cold cycle. Dryer vents that see a lot 
of act ion should be deep cleaned once a season, 

say the pros. to get rid of flammable lint buildup. 

WASHING MACHINE To sanitize the drum, pour 
in a quart of white vinegar with a cup of baking 
soda. and scrub with a stiff nylon brush. then run a 
heavy-duty cycle at the hottest setting. Use a 
toothbrush and vinegar to scrub detergent 
compartments. or toss removable ones in the 
dishwasher. Use hot. soapy water to deslime the 
door gasket, then dry. Zeisler also likes Affresh 
Machine Cleaning Wipes. 

DRYER Clean the lint trap with a crevice vacuum 
attachment. then wipe down the drum withal ·to· l 
solution of diluted white vrnegar. To nd the 
exhaust of lint buildup, unplug the machine and 
remove the duct at the back of the dryer. Use a 
rotary brush to pull out lint and debris. then 
vacuum up any remaining fibers. Be sure to 
remove and clean the exterior vent. too. A 
specialized kit, such as the Gardus LintEater 
Rotary Dryer Vent Cleaning System, which 
includes a spinning auger-brush drill attachment. 
flexible extension rods. a lint brush. and a wet/dry 
vacuum attachment. makes the 1ob easier. 

CLEAN THIS HOUSE 

: 

• 

FOR 
WINDOWS 

Tackle window 
cleaning on an 
overcast day. as 
direct sun can dry 
cleaning solutions 
too quickly, 
causing streaks. 

Wipe down glass 
with ammoniated 
window cleaner 
and a microfiber 
towel. 

Tilt 1n sashes. To 
remove mineral 
deposits on the 
outside, spray 
with white vinegar, 
then follow with 
water mixed with a 
few drops of dish 
detergent, like 
Dawn. Wipe each 
side in a different 
d1rect1on so if 
there's a streak, 
you 'll know which 
side it's on. (If 
windows don't tilt 
in, cleaning hard· 
to-access ones is 
best left to a pro.) 

Pop out screens. 
Use a stiff brush to 
remove loose 
debris: wash with 
warm water and a 
mild dishwashing 
liquid. Knock out 
debris from tracks 
with a stiff·bristle 
brush followed by 
a handvac. • 
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Paradise Rising 
More than a year after the town was nearly leveled by the most 
devastating wildfire in California's history, a special TOH TV series 
takes a look at how the residents of Paradise are rebuilding their 
homes-and community. Here are some of their stories 

BY BRUCE IRVING I PHOTOGRAPHS BY EMILY NATHAN 

"The most off-base calls we get from 
journalists are the ones about ' Paradise Lost,·" says 

Colette Curtis, now assistant to the town manager. 

"I get it, it's a catchy story line, but the truth is so 
much more interesting and exciting." She's talking 

after her lunch hour, one of the rare ones she gets 

these days. "We all used to take them every day 
before the fire, " she says with a laugh."Nowwe're 

almost too busy to eat." 
The Camp Fire started on November 8, 2018, and 

lasted for more than two weeks, killing 85, 

destroying more than 18,000 structures, and 

traumatizing tens of thousands of people. 
"Everybody was panicking," Melanie Heilderberger 

told the Guardian newspaper, recalling what it 
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NOVEMBER 7, 2019 

TOP With his family 
moved to safety, Paradise 
native Luke Bellefeuille 
stayed behind for a few 
more hours on the day of 
the Camp Fire, to see if he 
could save their home. He 
captured this photo of 
their house, which they'd 
moved into less than a 
year earlier, before 1t was 
engulfed in flames 

Ml ODLE: The following day. 
Luke returned to see only 
piles of twisted metal and 
a blanket of ash. 

BOTTOM: The family's new 
house-rebuilt by the 
same contractor from the 
same plans-almost 
exactly a year later. 

SEE MORE 
For add1t1onal photos 
or the rebuilding 
efforts in Pai ad1se. CA. 
go to th1soldhouse 
.com/ rebuilding­
paradise 
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·.•:a· like rob<.: tr;1p1wd 11111111• 111 il11· tr:tffic j;ims rhar 
rnrmed as p<.:opil' 11 1·11. " Ye 111 1"11 '1 ima~1n<: how 
:nany different l )'Jll'~ o f p.111 it illl'n· :ire v:1rh each 
person." 

-1c wa~ apoc1lypti1:." lirdigllln Calin \!oldo­
" an rells TOI-I hmt I <:vi 11 < )'(;0 1111or at rhc: srart of 
the series, Rc:bu tld111g J>.1r.tdl'c. " I didn't know if rhe 
resr of th e: world wa\ <:11d i11g, hut thic, world rhar 
im·olved Parnd1~c w,1' c11d111g at rha1 time. -

.\!any urv1vors report that they gauge ume a 
-before the fire" and "after rhc fire:." In rhe day 
rhar followed , rhe pronou11Cc111enr were dire-the 
W\\ n was "wiped off the map," ir would .. rake I 00 
,·ears ro rebuild"-. nd mnny were wrong. - \\'e 
rhoughr 1r would be rhrec yea r rill\ e could prO\ ide 
drinkable w:i rer," J)' um . Ir rums our rhar Par­
adise Lal-e, rhc rown's warer ou rce, emerged rela­
tt\·ely un carhed; a in pecror re red rhe upply ro 
each of rhe I, I 00 remain mg home , rhey d1 co,·ered 
conraminarion wa nor a uni,•er al as rhe,·'d ex­
p~ed, and \\'har 1he) did find could be fi.xed . >:"ow­
ad:iy . e,·ery permtr rhe building deparrmenr 1· ue 
is a companied b~ a nori e ro the warer deparrmem. 
whi.:h m.ike ure the lareral uppl~ line \\·111 be 
clean and read~· for u e when the hou e i iini hed . 

rep b~· rep. acrion b,· acnon, rhe people or P.irad1 e 
;:ire '" orktng rogecher ro oh e problem . and che 
horrific memoric of 20 l ;:ire being counrereJ b~ 
hort' :md progrl.' . 

The rhree f.1miltc Tlus Old Housen· iollowed 
..1 rhey rehu1lr their home ... embody rh.u spmr. The~ 
ied like che,·'rl.' part oi •111 111forn1.1l ...lub. ::-.1y ~ Jo~e 
Gue\·.1r.1 . .i rlooring .tnd rile conrr.1(ror. husb.rnd ot 
:\:mJ. anJ iarher oft\\ o tl.'en.1~e bo~ . ·· E, en body 
1:i ro \11 1 ~ rrtt'nJI~·. bur \\'hen rhe~· find )U£ you 'rt' 
:ef.uil..:ins. rhe,· s.iy. ' ) oll.rt• 111~ l rt)rher. ~ ou·re m~ 
~:,:er now.' - Ltke tht· ocha 1:oupks-Luke Bdlt'­
:::1.:1 lle JnJ ~·.;c.11 HurdtN)ll .ind Jn,• .rnd :\' t'nle.1 
. .\urenc:z-Jose .tnd Ann.1 dtYidl'd wirhtn htlur-; o; 
:'.-:e :ire rh.u rht'~ \i re-e~t.i bli.:h rheir ltws 111 P.1r.1-
.: i,e. -\\hen ~omCt)lll' .1'ks me. ' How 1..--;rn you re­
;:-;.:i!J:: .. ,_,,. ry,r.d . " my .ltb\\'t'r is rl.llr. .mJ 
-:..-:;- ~e: 1r·, htlt11C. I tt•d hkt• '' t··r • \lll ,\ mis.-it'l1. ·· 

Like mt''f mis' ll'llS. chi, 1)tW h.b h.d tt ' ... ·h.tl­
:e::;e5. ~ - rc'...t.11!~ wlwn rlw 1'r.1 ·rk.1lin ·~ .l;- • ::,, 
~.:::~:1f. -n ,t.tl .1n,l l uk1.· rq•,)rc rh.H li ,·in~ in .1 

:::-.i '.e: ;. ' " cir J rrt'll\ llli,· ki~-. ~ '\\".l~-· ll ' l:: ~1mr­
:.::.; , e;: thn.l' ,,r i,llir l.1~ ~ . • rn.1 r ·rillinf rh,• ~·m ·J 

-.;.11l,H1 \\'.Ha unk ,.,),c $3t11). l .n111...:r, ~~r.; 
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rha11kf ully covers. Getting rhar money wasn'r ea y 
rhough, a fou r differenr adjusrer , none of rhem 
from rhe are:i, have ome rhrough and reca l ulated 
their coverage over rhe pasr year, " w1rh all the argu ­
ing and ba k rr:l king you'd expe r, " s:iys ry ral. 

In acld1tton ro the low proce of bnng111g mu-
111c1p:i l warer and on 1 rcnr power back on line, rhe 
chool were our of om mi ion unnl re ently. P:ira­

d1se lo r l\ o elementary chool , and rhe high hool 
uffered exrcn ive moke damage. The number of 

returning rudcnt i about half rhe prefirc cnrollmcnr; 
many kids commute from remporary homes. 

F"'r everyone, debri removal has been :t man1 
unclerrnk1ng: urris report rhar crew ha\ e re­
moved rwice a much ma renal as in rhe '\ oriel Trnde 
Cen ter disa rer, and 1n half rhe ume-3.66 million 
ron in nine month , all of i r olle r d, ~orrecl, anJ 
rru keel ro landfill . And alrhough the Feclcral Emer­
gen ) 1 l anagemenr Agency (FEJ\LA) and rhe alt­
forn1a ffi e of mergencv erv1ce ( AL E ) 
were t:t up ro help pay for that ther \\Cren'r pre­
pared for rhe tree : an esmnared 300,000 o f them, 
burned, dead or dy111g, and all likely ro fo ll\\ 1rh111 
five yea r . Ar 2,000 ro $5 ,000 a rree to remove, 
home wner face a rea l dilemma. Prodded by rown 
offi 1al , FEivl , who c di a ter model are mo tly 
ba eel on hurri ane (where tree .u e felled),. nd 
CA L E wh1 h had never een such a wide pread 
\ ildland-urb.1 n event, eventually pur in place a p:iy· 
menr program ro help wirh rhe removal of rrec 
likely to fall on road and o ther publt ... pa e . The 
rown i urrently .1 ppl y111g for srare .ind federal 
funding r .11d cmzen w1rh rhe cree rh;ir 1111 rand 
on rhe1r lo t but don 'r pre enr a publt ha la rel . 

An rher urpn ing.:o r of rhe d1 a rer1 rhewear 
Jn I rea r done ro road by all the rruck rraffi . Fortu­
nately, ro\ n engineer 1 lar .Manox fore aw rhc 1 uc 

The long road bac 
ANNA GUEVARA. who works for the Cahforrna 
Department of Water Resources. was at a training 
session 111 Sacramento. about an hour and a half 
from Paradise by car. when a neighbor called to 
say that a fire had been reported several miles east 
of town. Fifteen minutes later. she called again. 
" It's Armageddon-get homer· "That dnve back 
took me a lot less than an hour and a half. " Anna 
says with a laugh. Twelve hours after they'd 
packed up and fled their burning town. someone 
sent her and her husband. Jose, a photo of the 
smoldering spot where their house had stood. Jose 
took a deep breath and said. "Well , I want to 
rebuild-what about you?" For Anna. a lifelong 
Parad1s1an. the answer was an easy yes. 

Thus began a very long 1ourney. which saw 
the couple and their two teenage boys. one with 
special needs. living 111 a succession of hotels. 
trailers. and rented apartments-s1 loca tions 111 
two years. Along the way. depression caught up 
with Anna. "The little things started to get to me." 
she recalls "Our fridge broke once. and all I could 
do was lie down on the couch The to-do hsl since 
the fire 1s 1mposs1ble lo f1111sh. and I couldn't deal 
with 1t." Now that their new house 1s almost done. 
she's doing better. "The people who have reached 
out. the love we've been shown ... she says. "it's 
what keeps us going .. 

TOP. Anna and Jose 
Guevara with (from 
left) sons Talon.14. 
and Mateo. 16. 111 their 
newly framed house. 

ABOVE LEFT: The 
couple. 111 ash· 
protective gear. 
arrived to inspect the 
home's remains after it 
was destroyed by 
wildfire in November 
2018. 

ABOVE RIGHT: Their 
p.irtially rebuilt house 
as 1t looked a year after 
the Camp Fire. 
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TOP: Joe and Avonlea 
Aurentz. here with 
their daughter. Talen. 
were among the first to 
break ground on a new 
house after the fire. 

ABOVE: Their rebuilt 
home gets its finishing 
touches, including 
stone-ven~r-clad post 
piers. IAanufactured 
stone eneer. Eldorado 
Stone 

Looking forward 
JO::: A'.J=>:::.· .r-z. a s:::.-.e-countertop fabricator and 
• ;-;s:z ' er. 1','"2.S a~ .-.o~· i~ c· ico. normally a 20-
mir. e c ·. e s ou:h of ?aradise. when he saw the 
smo' e. Mlt •.-as ii' ea mushroom cloud." he says. 
M2ut I' ep ... or'.;rng. The next thing I knew Avonlea 
Nason tile phone sa· ng she was evacuating." His 
'" i e had pie ed up he:r icur-year-old daughter. 
Talen. from day care and •,1as planning to wait it 
out. und she realized how bad things were. She 
called Joe to say tha there ·1as fire on both sides 
of the road: when she called again she had to leave a 
earful roice mail. ··1 told him I loved him. and said 

good-bye iust rn case ... In the end they reunited in a 
Chico parking lot. 

The fami ly-three people. two dogs. and a cat­
has been h ing in a •:o-bedroom apartment in 
Chico since before Thanksgiving 2018. waiting for 
their new house to be finished. Talen really misses 
Brutus. their other cat. who didn·t survive the fire. 
Joe. born and raised in Paradise. loves spotting 
people he gre •1 up ·1ith around to vn and shouting 
out. MHey! You stayed!" 

"We see the s trength in the community of 
Paradise coming back together." says Avonlea. 
"V/e·re very excited and feel very lucky to have our 
new home to c reate new memories. And we've 
grown to appreciate the s maller things." One of 
those small things is the ultimate sign of hope: 
They're expecting a baby boy sometime this spring. 

1;, .• . 
and, nght a fter the fire, did a la• <:r su rn:y of e,·ery 
road in wwn, providing a "before:- ro the .. a fter"' he 
did post-ckanup. ·1 he data will form a bas1<.. for '"haz­
ard mirig1 t10n" repair fundi ng rhr<Jugh FE'.\ !A. 

On rhc iob mes TOI-/ documc:nrcd, rhe couples 
arc remarkabl y upbear. There have: been frusrra-
11ons for sure--concrcre subcontractors are work­
ing nar our and have been hard to schc:dule· gemng 
the necessary debn cleanup cernficare I which re­
quires subm1mng o il samplc:s ro rhe rown for con­
tammauon te ri ng) added a couple of months ro Joe 
and Avonlea's job. Bur compared wJCh what one 
ofren hears from folks going through build mg proJ­
ecr , rhesc people .ire nearly angelic in rhe1r lack of 
complamc. " Everyone m rown has more patience 
for everything," sa s Luke. " W/e all went rhrough 
somerhrng rogerhcr, and we feel like w e're rrong 
people to do whar \\'C' re doing." 

Despite their ha le wirh rhe1r insurance com­
pan1e , all three couples are happ · w1rh what 
they've been able to butld-Luke and C rys tal, 
whose brand-ne\ hou e burned down rcp l1cared 
n, while Joe and Avonlea and Joe and Anna have 
put up larger homes, u 111g all rhe insurance money 
received for borh rhe hou e ,111d rhe1r belonging . 
" \Vie have rhe amc floor plan,"' say J ose, "bur 1r's 
half again as paciou . Ir' more open a nd fnendher, 
and we gamed a laund ry room. " 

There' some good d::irk humor among rhe re­
builder . People 1okc about it being a afe place ro 
live no'' rha1 everything· burned, and Luke c1re a 
f,1vom c era k tha r rrades on the fa r rhar mo r folk 
lo t nearly all of their po sc ion : " Ni e jacker­
thar new?" And th re' pride 111 beat ing the predic­
tion : "Fn cnd cold me I wa rnzr, rhat 1r' ou ld 
rake five yea r before we cou ld get an}'rhing d one,·· 

FOR MORE INFORMATION. SEE DIRECTORY PAGE 08 
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lmlc over a yea r afrcr the fire." Town admin1straror Guevara house is prepped I • 
for fireproof asphalt 

Cum rcpo rcs rhat official originally figured thar 1f shingles. With fire-
all w ent\ ell, 200 bu ild mg permits w o uld be is ued blocking OSB sheathing in 

by the end of 20 L9. The ncrual num ber: 700 place, stacks of 
nc p red1 n on that 1s likely no r ro come true wa engineered wood siding 

await installation. Roofing 
made by Pre 1denr Trump after h1 \ is1r lO Pnr:id1sc GAF Timberline HD 

m rhe wake o f the amp Fire: " I rl11nk h pcfully th is Reflector Series Sheathing 

will be the la t of rhe<>e." Fifreen of rhe 20 ln rgc r ands1dmg LPFlameBlock 

wi ldfire in rare h1 rory have occur red mce 2000; andLPSmartSide 

there :i re an c t imared L29 million wndmg dead 

rree in the rate, ra1 ing rhe danger. The srarc's fi re 
sea on is la nn lo nger, as pr ing snowmel r hnp­

pen earli er and dry ca on become h o tter and 

longer b rmg. Ii mate chci nge 1s considered a ker 
driver nf rh1s rrend. 

Th e who ci re recb1ming rhei r lives 111 Par,1d1 e 
are well awa re of the e fa rs and, learning fro m 
wha t happened, are budding new homes to w n h­

rand fire. And rhcy are nor abandoning their homc-
tO\ n ... ~ e feel called co this w ork," um . 

" Ir's a higher purpo<.e." • 

BELOW: At Luke and 
Crystal's house, TOH 
landscape contractor 
Jenn Nawada hears about 
fire-resistant planting 
strategies from Derek 
Onstein of Green Ridge 
Landscaping. Carpet 
roses, daylilies. and other 
plants will be spaced out 
in the wide bed, which will 
be covered with a 
noncombustible mulch of 
black crushed rock. 

Rebuilding to fight fire 
CALIFORNIA BUILDING codes dating from 
the early 2000s apply to the "wild land-urban 
interface" (WUI) that Paradise exemplifies. 
addressmg the dangers posed by fire's 
flames. rad1at1ng heat. and flying embers. 
which can travel as far as a mile. The bu1ld1ng 
product categories that are covered range 
from adhesives to roofing. s1d1ng to skylights 
- more than 300 1n all 

Among the most important. roofs must be 
"Class A rated .. mea111ng fire cannot pass 
through, and include metal. tile, and asphalt 
shingles that pass tests lim1t111g flame spread 
Approved sidings range from fiber cement to 
specially t rea ted wood. bamboo. and v111yl, 
and may require a fire-block underlayment. 
St1ck·buil t houses must be sprinklered. 

Some of the most 1nnovat1ve products 
come from Vulcan Vents. While a house's 
vents-at the foundation. sotf1ts. and eaves­
prov1de needed airflow. they are entry points 
for fire. heat. and embers. too These vents 
use a honeycomb mesh that allows normal 
airflow but has an in tumescent coating that 
e pands 111 high heat. closing the vents to 
keep fire outside 

Paradise s town council considered 20 
new rules for buildings and lots. rang111g from 
a mandated m1111mum roof pitch of 4/ 12 (not 
passed) to proh1b1t1ng railroad ties for 
reta1111ng walls (passed). A proposed ban on 
gutters-s111ce they hold plant debris that can 
burn- was mod1f1ed to allow only those made 
from noncombustible material. The council 
affirmed the enforcement of the state's WUI 
code requiring a 100-foot "defensible space" 
around a house-which means manag111g 
vegetation and fuel sources and prov1d111g 
safer cond1t1ons for f1ref1ghters-and went 
further. proh1b1t1ng combustible materials. 
like non-pressure-treated wood fences. which 
acted like wicks during the fire. w1th1115 feet 
of any structure 
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I am planning to 
buy a nailer for 
cabinetry and 
furniture projects, 
and to install 
shoe molding 
and other interior 
trim. Should I get 
a brad nailer or a 
finish nailer? 

-GEORGE VINCENT. BOWIE. MD 

TOH GENERAL 
CONTRACTOR TOM SILVA: 
For the work you're 
describing, you definitely 
want a brad nailer. The thin , 
18-gauge nails that brad 
nai lers shoot have less 
chance of splitting or marring 
the wood surface than the 
thicker 15- or 16-gauge nails 
that finish nailers use. and 
brads leave a much smaller 
hole to f il l. That can be a real 
advantage when installing 
small or delicate tnm pieces 
like shoe or crown molding. 
Brads come as short as 
% inch for detail work. and as 
long as 2 inches. They don't 
have the holding power of 
finish nails. but that usually 
doesn't matter. because the 
pieces are typically glued 
before being nailed. 

When no glue is needed, as 
with baseboards or crown 
molding. use a finish nailer. 

Tom Silva's brad nailer gets a 
workout installing glued strips of 
barn wood to a headboard frame. 
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Tips, tricks, and answers to your home-improvement questions 

For years. nailers have been pneu­
matic-powered by compressed a1r­
making them lightweight and able to 
recover instantly after finng But 1f 
you don't own a compressor, a cord· 
less nailer may be the way to go: the 
ones I've used are pretty nice While 
they' re heavier. bulkier. and more ex­
pensive than pneumatic na1lers, you 
don't have to lug around an air hose 
and compressor when using them 

How to remove wallpaper 
The w a llpa per i n our 1901 farm­
house is in good condition. but it ' s 
too formal for our taste. What's the 
best way to remove i t without dam­
aging the plaster walls? 

-KELLY CYRUS. APPOMATIOX VA 

TOH PAINTER MAURO HENRIQUE: 
You're lucky the wallpaper 1s stuck to 
plaster. Stripping wallpaper off dry­
wall hardly ever goes well , because 
the d rywall's paper facing usually 
comes off with the wallpaper 

The smart way to start this Job 1s 
with a little detective work Find an 
edge where the paper meets the 
baseboard molding, or a seam be­
tween two sheets, and pry a small 
section of wallpaper loose with a ut1l-
1ty knife. The goal here 1s to deter­
m ine how m any layers of wallpaper 
you ' ll be removing. and how easily 
t he paper peels free If there 's iust 
one layer. you probably won' t need 
any chemicals to get 1t off But 1f 
there are multiple layers. a wallpaper­
stnpper like DIF (rustoleum.com) will 
likely be required to soften the wallpa­
per adhesive. 

Protect your floor with a large 
plastic drop clo th. taped against the 
top edge of the baseboard with some 
exter ior -grade painter's tape. Also. 
t ap e ove r elect rica l ou tl ets and 
switches. and cut around their cover 

SEE HOW 
IT'S DONE 
Watch Mauro s 
technique for 
removing 
wallpaper from 
plaster at 
th1soldhouse 
.com/ strip· 
wallpaper-
stripping 
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Pucks that 
score 

Wallpaper 
scoring tools 
have sharp­
toothed wheels 
that rotate 
and spin like 
a merry-go· 
round. That 
makes it easy 
to run the tool 
in circles. and 
ensures lots of 
penetrations in 
the paper. The 
tool is a must 
when stripping 
vinyl or foil 
papers, which 
otherwise 
would shrug off 
a remover. 
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plates with a utility knife 
Starting at the seams, try to dry­

scrape any loose wallpaper wi th a 
2-inch putty knife If its blade has 
sharp corners. round them slightly 
with a mill file or coarse sharpening 
stone so they won't gouge the wall . 

Continue scraping and pulling 
off as much paper as you can When 
you 're done, you'll probably have 
some leftover patches. Perforate 
them with a scoring tool like the 
Chomp (chompsolut1ons com) , 
shown at left Spray the paper with a 
50-50 solution of warm water and 
distilled vinegar. Let the solution soak 
1n for about 5 minutes before scrap­
ing the paper off with the putty knife. 

When you have multiple layers of 
paper. or a paper made with vinyl or 
foil. run the scoring tool in tight circles 
over the wall. then spray on the wall-

Wielding a 2-inch scraper, Mauro 
Hennque attacks the wallpaper on a 
plaster wall, working from the seams 
toward the center. He puts wallpaper 
remover on patches that dry-scraping 
can't remove. 

paper remover. Wait a few minutes 
for 1t to dissolve the adhesive before 
you start scraping. Don't wet down all 
the walls in a room at once; you don't 
want the paper to dry before you start 
to scrape. Instead treat an area no 
more than 10 feet wide. Stubborn 
sections may need rewetting 

After all the paper 1s scraped off. 
dampen a sponge 1n the vinegar solu . 
tion to remove any adhesive residue 
from the walls Finally. wipe the walls 
one last time with warm water to neu­
tralize the vinegar. 

When the wall s are clear, c lean , 



I 

~ I 

I ,. 
ii 
I 

ask House~ 
0 

-

Fix for a wobbly newel 
I have a loose newel post on the bottom step of my indoor staircase. 
How can I tighten it up? -JOHN Mc 'EMAR LEWES. DE 

TOH CARPENTER NATHAN GILBERT: That's a pretty common 
complaint. We want newel posts to remain rigid and upright, and then 
we grab onto and swing around them. That kind of treatment can 
eventually loosen almost any newel, particularly ones that were 
originally nailed m place Because there are many different types of 
newels and ways of installing them, there·s no one way to stabiltze 
these posts. Here's how I went about tightening up this turned. solid­
wood post that rests against a lower stair riser 

The secret to any newel post repair 1s to find solid frammg­
structure-and then anchor the post base to it with structural screws. 
like those made by GRK (grkfasteners.com). In this case. that structure 
is the st ringer that supports the stair First. I braced a 2x4 between the 
wall and the post to hold the post plumb. then drilled two holes with a 
3f.1- 1nch Forstner bit (1). The holes should be at least l/a inch deep. but I'll 
go deeper if necessary to embed the screws soltdly in the stringer. 

Next. using a 3/ar.-inch. 18-inch-long bell hanger bit, I drilled a pilot 
hole through the center of each Forstner-bit hole To make sure you 
don' t drill farther than the length of the screw, wrap blue painter's tape 
on the bit as a depth guide. And to make sure the bit goes 1n straight. 
ask a helper to hold a rafter square against the newel as you start to 
drill (see Pro Tip, right). A 5/iu·by-6-inch structural screw driven into 
each hole restores the newel's stiffness 

To cover the screwheads. I smeared wood glue on the 
last inch of two 3f.:-inch dowels and hammered them into 
the recesses made by the Forstner bit (2). Then I sawed 
them off flush with a Japanese trim saw (3). It's easy to 
hide the exposed dowel ends: Sand them with 220-gri t 
sandpaper. and brush on some stain, or primer and paint. 
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DIV SMARTS 
ONLINE 
Find more 
1nformat1on 
about this 
topic-and 
others-at 
thisoldhouse 
.com/DIY­
smarts 

Good guide 
for drilling 
Bell hanger bits 
are skinny and 
long, and liable 
to wander 
and miss their 
target if you're 
not careful. So 
when you begin 
drilling. have a 
helper hold a 
rafter square 
against the 
post. pointed 
end out. It 
will give you a 
reference to 
help make sure 
the bit goes in 
straight and 
true. 

and dry. pull the tape off the outlets 
and switches, then unscrew each 
cover plate and scrape away any 
small strips of wallpaper that remain 
around the electrical boxes Your 
walls will now be ready for pnmer. 

Correcting recessed 
electr ical boxes 
I put up a t i le backsp lash in my 
kitchen, and now the outlet boxes 
are recessed below the t ile surface. 
Can I just reattach the receptacles 
using long screws? 

-AUDREY ATHEY PLEASANT VIEW. UT 

MASTER ELECTRICIAN HEATH 
EASTMAN: Receptacles that sit part­
way out of their boxes aren' t safe. 
That's why the National Electric Code 
requires electrical boxes to be no 
more than 1/4 inch from the finished 
wall surface 

But 1t s easy to make recessed 
boxes code compliant Just add box 
extenders. These rigid plastic sleeves 
are sold at hardware stores and home 
centers 1n single-, double-. and triple­
gang sizes. There's no need to hire an 
electrician; you can install them your­
self as long as you make sure the 
power 1s off as you're working 

Unscrew the receptacle from the 
existing box, pull it out. and tilt 1t up 
slightly. You don't have to disconnect 
the wires Then slide the e tender 
over the recep tacle and inside the 
box Two long #6-32 screws hold ev­
erything together. (If these screws 
aren·t packaged with your extender. 
you can buy them separately .) Fit a 
screw through each tab on the recep­
tacle, each hole m the extender, and 
into each hole on the existing box, 
then tighten them so the tabs on the 
receptacle and extender rest against 
the surface of your tile. The cover 
plate wall hide everything. 

This same technique can be used 
to bring light-switch boxes up to code. 

Master electrician Heath Eastman has 
worked on a number ofThis Old House 
and Ask This Old House pro1ects. 
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To avoid tearing up walls to vent a sink drain, Richard 
Trethewey mounts an AAV (air-admittance valve) to a sanitary 
tee on the drain line downstream from the P-trap. An AAV has 
to sit at least 4 inches above the drain's horizontal run. 

Vents for drains 
While rebuilding my house after a 
fire. I installed the kitchen sink but 
neglected to vent the drain line be­
fore fitting it through the floor. Can 
I vent the drain further down the 
line at a lower point. or do I have to 
get back under the sink and vent 
from there? -CODY NASH VIDOR TX 

TOH PLUMBING AND HEATING EX­
PERT RICHARD TRETHEWEY: I'm 
glad you realized your mistake. Vent· 
ed drain lines are critical to the proper 
funct ioning of a plumbing system. 
Without a vent to keep the pressures 
in thedrain in balance. flushing a toilet 
or emptying a sinkful of water can 
suck water out of the traps beneath all 
plumbing fixtures and allow noxious 
sewer gas to come into the house. 
These vents also ensure that water 
drains quickly without gurgling. 

TV· EAR 
Voice Clarifying TV Headset 

Typically, all the drains in a house 
connect to a vent stack that extends 
vertically through the roof. If that 
stack is near your sink, you can insert 
a sanitary-tee f itting in the stack and 
connect its curved leg to the sink's 
horizontal drain. downstream of the 
P-trap. (Make sure the tee's curved 
leg sweeps down. into the stack.) 

But 1f there's no easy access to 
the stack. all is not lost: you may be 
able to install an air-admittance 
valve (AAV) under the sink. Mounted 
on a sani tary tee on the sink drain. 
also downstream of the P-trap. this 
valve allows ai r to enter the drain 
when water surges down 1t . then 
shuts l ight to keep out sewer gas. In 
short. 1t performs the same JOb as a 
vent stack without all the extra pipe 
connections of an actual stack. 

These innovative vents are a god· 
send in kitchen renovations. part1cu-

Adjustable Tips 

Headset weighs 2 oz. 

Rechargeable Battery 

C(( WIRELESS))) 

Doctor recommended TV•Ears· has helped millions of people with 
hearing loss enioy their favorite television shows and movies without 

d isturbing others. 

TV•Ears Original™ 
~ 

The Voice Clarifying Circuitry· reduces background noise and clarifies 
hard to hear te lev ision dialog making even w hispers and accents 
underst andable. 120db of volume makes TV•Ears the most powerful 

television listening system on the market i 

Listen in private with the TV volume muted or with family while the TV 
1s set to t heir volume and you listen as loud as you want on the headset. 

TVEARS I 2701 Via Orange W ay. Sui te 1 Spring Valley. CA 91978 

NEW SPEC IAL OFFER 

NOW $59.95+s&h 
1-800-379-7832 

Use promo cod e 36101 
30-day risk free trial 

www.tvears.com 



larly for sinks installed in kitchen is­
lands. But they"re not permitted by 
some local codes. Be sure to check 
with your town·s building officials be· 
fore installing one under your sink. 

Fit baseboard over 
bullnose corners 
We want to install baseboard mold­
ing, but the walls in our house have 
rounded outside corners. How do I 
go about covering them? 

-JOE EVANGELISTA. DEL HAVEN NJ 

TOH MASTER CARPENTER NORM 
ABRAM: Your walls have what are 
known as bull nose corners. which you 
can cover by adding a narrow section 
of baseboard molding between two 
longer sect ions. Instead of cutting a 
pair of 45-degree miters. as you would 
to make a standard outside corner. 
you'll need to make 22\/.,.degree bevel 
cuts on the sides of the narrow piece. 
and on the ends of the longer pieces. 

For these fussy trim-carpentry 
tasks. I like to make one or more sam­
ple corners out of the baseboard 
stock. and then fine-tune the fit. To 
start. cut a 221/.,.degree bevel into one 

What 
is it? 

0 Conduit grip 

0 Nail holder 

0 Guide for mason lines 

0 Dead heading tool 

FOR THE ANSWER SEE PAGE 38 

end of a baseboard piece that 's at 
least 12 inches long (to keep your fin · 
gers safe). Tnm 1t down to 6 inches 
Cut an opposing bevel of the same 
angle into another long piece and cut 
it down to 61nches, too Position them 
on ei ther side of the wall corner. then 
measure the distance between their 
outside edges.That distance is the 
outside width of the narrow piece. Cut 
221/2-degree bevels on both sides of 
that piece. (For safety, always cut this 
second bevel from stock at least 12 
inches long.) 

How to wrap baseboard molding around a bullnose corner 

2211.?-degree bevel 

askHOiise~ 

Dry-fit your sample corner to see 
how 1t wraps around the wall. You 
want the 101nts to fit tightly together 
when the long pieces lie flat against 
the wall. The two small, symmetrical 
gaps between the narrow piece and 
the corner can be filled with caulk 
later It may take several tries before 
you get the best fit. but never tnm a 
narrow piece that's already been cu t 
When the flt 1s right. assemble the 
three pieces with wood glue and 
l1.l.- inch.18·gauge brad nails 

Your sample joint comes in handy 
when measuring the long runs of 
molding between corners. Just hold 1t 
in place. measure to the edge of your 
sample. and add 61nches to this mea­
surement to get the finished length of 
the moldings. after the 221/z-degree 
bevel 1s cut If the sample joint shows 
the walls are out of square. increase 
or decrease the angles of the narrow 
piece by half a degree or so until i t fits 
tight with the long pieces. Then finish 
g luing and fastening the corner piece 
as you did with the sample. 

Put a stop t o leaks in 
stone foundations 
When it rains, our old stone founda­
tion leaks from random spots. What 
can we do to fix it? 

-NA fE BURNETI. DOVER. NH 

TOH MASON MARK McCULLOUGH: 
It's not unusual for stone foundations 
to leak. as the stones can shift slightly 
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and the mortar can crack and fall out. 
But before you get to work on the ma­
sonry. go outside and determine why 
water is coming into the basement. 
For instance. if t he ground is pitched 
toward t he foundat ion. then you 'l l 
have to regrade the ground to slope 
away from t he ho use by a t least 
1A inch per foot. lfyou"re on a hillside. 
a surface drain may be needed to in­
tercept and divert the water before 1t 
reaches the foundation. Are there 
trees or larg e shrubs c lose to the 
house? You may have to remove them 
because their root systems can chan­
nel water t oward the foundation and 
work their way between the stones 

Also make sure your gutters are 
c lear. and that downspouts direct 
water away from the house. Splash 
plates under the downspouts can help. 
but the best practice 1s to connect 
downspouts to an underground pipe 
that carries water to a dry well at least 
10 feet from the house (see Pro Tip). 
Once the exterior fixes are done. then 
work can proceed in the basement. 

When faced with making repairs to 

0 Nail holder 
Using t he Safety Nailer to start a 
nai l protects your f ingers from 
errant hammer blows, and makes 
the nail itself less likely to bend. 
The Nai ler's magnet grips the nail 
and helps to keep its two halves 
closed. $10; amazon.com 

an entire foundat ion. it's easy to feel 
overwhelmed. Just focus on one area 
at a t ime. part icularly those places 
with loose stones and cracked or 
crumbling mortar. 

To begin, spritz the repair area 
with water to keep the dust down, 
then use a small p ickaxe or a cold 
chisel and engineer's hammer to re­
move any loose mortar or stone ma­
terial. Save the small stones that 

To repair water damage on the inside of this fieldstone foundation, Mark 
McCullough fills in between the stones with a Type N mortar mix. which ls more 
forgiving of movement than harder Type S mortars. 
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SEE HOW 
IT'S DONE 
Watch Mark 
repoint a 
leaking stone 
foundation at 
thisoldhouse 
.com/ stone­
repoint 

Lead roof 
runoff to a 
dry well 
Surrounded by 
crushed stone 
and landscape 
fabric, these 
buried, 
perforated 
barrels capture 
rainwater from 
downspouts 
and let it 
percolate back 
into the soil. 

come out. but leave the big ones in 
place. Clean away the loose dust from 
between stones with a wet brush. 

Now blend a st iff mix of Type N 
mortar with water and a splash of 
concrete bonding agent such as Sika­
Latex R (reta1l.usa.sika.com). Type N 
mortar 1s softer than Type S. so slight 
movements of the stone won' t crack 
it The bonding agent helps the mor· 
tar adhere to the stone. 

When packing mortar into the open 
Joints between the stones. I find it 
easiest to load some mortar on a flat. 
rectangular trowel. and use a margin 
trowel or a pointed trowel to push the 
mortar deep into the io1nts. Insert any 
smaller stones that came out earlier. 
and bed them securely 1n fresh mortar. 
Once the joints are fi lled . go over all of 
them with a damp brush to smooth out 
1rregulant1es and f1ll 1n any small gaps. 

You can use these same basic re­
pointing techniques anywhere else 
the mortar is in bad shape. 

Ask THIS OLD HOUSE 
GO TO: thisoldhouse.com/ askTOH 
OR WRITE TO: Ask This Old House 
This Old House magazine 
262 Harbor Drive 
Stamford. CT 06902 
Include a complete address and daytime 
phone number. Published questions will be 
edited for clarity and length and may be used 
on other media. We regret that . because of the 
volume of mall received. we're unaole to reply 
to unpublished questions. 
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was life changing for me. I feel 
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Norm's 
TRICKS OF THE TRADE 

Our granite-fieldstone fireplace 
is gorgeous; all it needs is a thick, 
wood mantel shelf. But the people 
who can make the shelf don't want 
to drill into the stone. What now? 

-ELLEN LOWRANCE HIGGANUM. CT 

TOH MASTER CARPENTER NORM ABRAM: Hire a mason with 

a heavy-duty drill and diamond bits to bore horizontal holes in 
the stone for 3/ .. -inch steel pipes. The holes should be level 
w ith each other and high enough above the top of the firebox 
to keep the mantel safe from the heat: 1 foot plus 1 inch for 

every inch it projects into the room. Anchor the pipes in 
epoxy, drill matching mounting holes in the mantel's back 
side. and slide it into place on the pipes. But the job isn't 
finished yet. The mantel still needs to be scribed and trimmed 
to follow the contours of the stone. Here's how it's done. 

Push the mantel up against the chimney and set the legs 
of a compass to span the largest gap between the stonework 
and the wood shelf. Hold the compass's steel point against 

the stone and its pencil point on the mantel's top face, with 

40 THISOLDHOUSE.COM :11,\HC I I Al'Hll. :!020 

both points at the same level and perpendicular to the 
mantel face. Now drag the compass along the chimney's 
irregular surface so the compass draws a scribe line on the 
wood that matches the contours of the stone. Do the same 
thing on the mantel's bottom and ends. 

Take the mantel down. place it facedown on a worktable. 
and mark a line all around its back face 1 inch from the edge. 
Next. carve out the portion of the back face inside the 1-inch 
boundary. A plunge router with a bearing-over template bit 

will do the job quickly; just attach it to a plywood base wide 
enough to run back and forth over the area that needs to be 
hogged out (shown). Strapping tack-nailed along the line 
keeps the bit in bounds. You can also work freehand using an 

angle grinder fitted with a wood-carving attachment or a 
chisel. Continue removing wood to a depth at least 1/.i inch 
greater than the distance of the compass setting. 

Finally, trim along the scribe lines with a jigsaw. Set the 
saw's shoe so that the blade bevels inward slightly; that 

makes 1t easier to fine-tune the cut to get a perfect, no-gap 
fit. When you're happy with the fit , spread some polyurethane 
glue on the pipes (wear gloves!) and slide the mantel back 
onto them one last time. o 

1. Scribe: Use a 
compass to draw 
the contours of the 
stones onto the 
mantel's top, 
bottom, and sides 

2 . Rout: Remove 
the excess matenal 
from the back of 
the mantel using a 
template bit 
chucked in to a 
plunge router. The 
router mounts on a 
plywood base that 
slides over 1 x3 
strapping. which 
keeps tne bit m 
bounds 

3 . Trim: Cut along 
the scnbe Imes 
w1th a1igsaw. 

ILLUSTRATION BY PETER SUCHESrl 
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THE CAPE ANN PROJECT 

Join us 
down by 
the sea! 
Watch as we transform an 
1891 Shingle-style house. 

THIS OLD HOUSE 
is sponsored by '-:. State Farm MARVIN. · 

(i) PBS Watch on PBS or stream in the This Old House app and on thisoldhouse.com II 

ASK THIS OLD HOUSE 
1s sponsored by 

askHOUse~ 

Whatever Your Problem, 
We've Got the Expert 
Tune in for DIY projects and how-to 
instruct ion from America 's favorite 
home-improvement team. 

Need Help with a Home Project? 
Submit your request for a chance to receive a house 
call from the crew: thisoldhouse.com/askaquestlon 
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THE DELIGHT 
A t iny 1937 cottage grows into a unique family home, thanks to a couple 's 
passion for preserving and building upon its homespun appeal 

~ 

When reviving an old house, lirrlc thing marrcr. Bc­
cau c ir's only when 1ou add uprhe licrle rh ing tha r you 
can a pprecia ce rhe b igger srory. 

Wh en Amy a nd Billy Reed ca me upon a mode r 
J 937 corrage in Mill Va lley, a lifo rnia, 1r wa rhe ma ll , 
everyday dera il rha r convin ed rhem the 1,036- qua re­
foo t ho u e wa no r a rea rdown . And o rhey fe lc com­
pelled to a fegua rd rhe home' humble h.ums as they 
er a bourada pring ir a a homcforthem elve andrhc1r 

ABOVE: The homeowners 
chose to preserve the little 
house·s st reet -friendly 
facade with it s original 
windows and front door. 

RIGHT: Bumping out the 
back of the house 10 feet 
allowed for an eat-in 
kitchen and added space 
to the family room. 
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rwo chi ldren, Margarer and Town end. 
Like many Mill Valley home built in rhe waning 

year of rhe Grear Depre ion, che cottage was a bit 
of a hodgepodge. "Sweet, hi ronca l, and wonh pre-
erving" i how project arch1recr \Xlhirney chrauth 

de cribe it. But in addi rion ro neces ary updnre like 
new winng and plumbing, rhe family of four would 
need more space. Given the confine of rhe 50-by­
J 40-foot lor, there was only one way to go: up. 

Billy wa sold on the home' rurdy on tru tion 
and it inviring front por h a refreshing alternarive 
ro the hou es he'd een wirh facade dominated by 
monolithic ga rage doors. Am y loved it funk ', 
home pun derail . ''l'm a ucker for old building ," 
he ay , although he had hoped to find a hou e rhat 

didn't need qu ire so much work . " I wa n't thar ex­
cited about that part of 1t " he admit . While both 
he and her hu band are fearl es entrepreneurs and 

Billy ha ome building experience, rhey ca lled on 
chra uth ro guide them o n the design, and on rrac­

ror Michael Whire to ra kle rhe con rru tion. 
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ABOVE LEFT: Scalloped 
backsplash tile echoes the 
vent-hood detail. The 
1950s·era Wedgewood 
stove that came with the 
house was refurbished by a 
local repair shop. Vent /mer 
Vent -A-Hood 

chraurh began her work by ca l ulating how 
much the lmle tructure might be a llowed ro grow 
under local ordinances rhat limit quare foorage 
b:ised on lot ize. he di covered chattea ring down 
a dilapidated 858-square-fooc a ce ory cotrage 
on the property would enable the Reed co more 
rhnn double the living area of the house to 2,13 1 
~quare feet-and still leave 335 square feet ro build 
a new mini cas1ra for gue c in the backyard . Then 
chrauth dove 111to the home's origina l blueprinr 



I 

•I 

-----.~ 
.. : 

I 

.,....- : ; . 
;,:~:: 

ro plan the rede 1g n. " When I ay 'original blue­
p ri n t ,' I m ea n blue, " he ay . "Twenty- four by 
rhirry- ix 111 he , with gob of mformanon. A floor 
p la n and four exterior eleva tion , hand-drawn but 
accurate enough ro provide exa tl y wh:ir rhe build­
e r needed to know." 

Bu t bu ilding in Mill Valley had cha nged signifi ­
ca n tl y s ince rho e bl ueprints were dr.iwn . For o ne 
rhing, seismic codes now req uire a moment fr:t me­
a reel rei n for emenr-m be embedded in the wa ll 

ABOVE· Douglas fir roof 
sheathing and rafters 
were de-nailed, re milled. 
and turned into 
wainscoting on the first 
floor. then given a coat of 
semitransparent gray 
stain. Original windows 
were restored. With a gas 
insert . the old fireplace 
meets California's 
environmental codes. 

RENOVATION RECAP 
THE HOMEOWNERS: Amy and Billy Reed and 
their children. Margaret. 8. and Townsend. 7. 
shown above 

THE HOUSE: An existing 1.036-square-foot. one­
story cottage built in 1937 on an approximately 
50·by-140·foot lot 1n a close knit community. 

WHY THEY CHOSE IT: They were charmed by 
its surviving period details and the walkable 
neighborhood 

THE PLAN: Add a second floor with add1t1onal 
bedrooms to swt a family of four. bump out 10 
feet in back for a larger. more modern kitchen. 
maintain and enhance the house's charm by 
reusing lumber. refurbishing existing light 
fixtures. and adding penod-appropnate details 

TIMELINE: About a year of house hunting. three 
years planning and getting zoning approval: 
15 months from start of demol1t1on to finished 
house 

WHAT HAD TO STAY: Art Deco slip-shade 
chandeliers 1n the living room and dining room. 
which they had cleaned and rewired. 

WHAT HAD TO GO: A decrepit 858-square·foot 
cottage in the rear yard. removing it allowed the 
family to add that square footage to the house. 

BIGGEST CHALLENGE: Gaining approval for the 
remodel from local zoning authont1es concerned 
with overdevelopment 

BEST SURPRISE: The tons of great light that pour 
into the house thanks to the placement of new 
windows and 1ntenor walls 

BUDGET BUSTER: Repurposing roof lumber as 
wainscoting cost more than expected. 

GUIDING PHILOSOPHY: "We wanted a house in a 
walkable neighborhood.'' says Billy "It only made 
sense to keep the history and make use of the 
well -buil t bones of the original house." 
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ABOVE: A dry bar and the 
stairway to the new second 
floor take the place of the 
original galley kitchen. An 
archway to the new kitchen 
appears at right. Floonng 
Amber Floonng 

LEFT: Scallop details 
reappear on the f irst -floor 
bath's console sink and 
fan-pattern wallpaper. The 
mirrored medicine cabinet 
is original to the space. 
Sink and faucet· Signature 
Hardware. Sconces. Shades 
of Light 

... 

..._ . 

to reinforce rhe hou e in Lhe event of an ea rthquake. 
Bur even rhar would prove le of a challenge than 
obtaining approval for a se ond rnry from lo al 
zoningauthomie . few year of ru nawaydevelop­
menr had led ro a clampdown on applicarion in an 
efforr to preserve J 1 di Valley's home to\ n character . 
It would take patience, 1nren e lobbying, and ome 
de ign tweaks for the renovation plans ro fi na lly get 
approved. 

uch hurdle might have led other buyer to give 
up, tear down rhe hou e, and bui ld new. Bu r the 
Reed never considered demoli hing the little hou e. 
In fact, Am ay, "The furrher along we got 111 rhe 
process rhe more I wanted the home to be pre erved 
in honor of rhe era in whi hit wa built.'' 

While the Reed knew the year the hou e wa con­
srrucred, irs style was harder ro put a finger on. It's 
ea ier ro say what 1r' nor than what it is. chraurh 
ricks off a few fami liar hisrorical style before con­
cluding, " Ir's a Mi ll Va lley cottage. It's a wonderful 
hodgepodge of different dera il put together in rnn­

dom ways that comes off as appea ling." 
To maintain that appeal, Schraurh paid close ar­

renrion ro rhe " ma sing"-architect-speak for :i 



rrucrure' collecti on of hapes- thar made up the 
origina l hou e. "You need ro make ure the ma mg 
i appropriJ re ro ho mes of rhc era," she ay , and to 

keep or rep lica te rhe dera ils rhar make the house 
whar ir i . For the Reed ' home, that meanr a mode r 
second fl oor \ hoe roof barely lear n ma ll tree m 
rhe from yard. Ir al o meanr pre ervmg rhc ex1 ring 
fronr porch a nd ir light fixru re , the panel1:d fronr 
door, the fronr-fac1ng four-over-four window , :rnd 
matching rhe wood iding wirh nen rly idenri ·a l, fire­
re i t .ln t boa rel . 

Homeowner Amy Reed's 
flair for the eclectic comes 
alive in the first-floor 
office/guest room. with its 
high-energy mix of 
antiques. boldly colored 
walls, and wallpapered 
ceiling. Paint (walls). 
Ben1amin Moore s Kelly 
Green Wallpaper York 
Wal/coverings· Bamboo 
Trellis 

FLOOR PLANS 
The existing cottage was t ight. at just 1.036 
square feet. To accommodate their family of 
four, the Reeds pushed out the back of the 
house 10 feet and added a second story. for a 
total of 2.131 square feet of living space with 
three bedrooms and three baths. 

FIRST FLOOR 
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The new se ond floor' ma rer ui re and rwo ad­
d1ri onal bed rooms a re acce ed via a pac1ou land ­
ing at the rop of the rair . " One of my per peeves 1 
being dumped into a hallwa y," chraurh say . he 
placed the new sraircase where the orig111al kitchen 
had been and, by bumping out the back of the hou e 
J 0 feet, crea ted enough room fo r a new open-plan 
kitchen, dining area, and family room. 

The rest of rhe fir t fl oor remains unchanged a e 
for ome cosmetic improvements, and a few le1ghrs 
of hand to disguise mechanical update . To accom­
modate waste line fro m the c e nd-floor barh­
roo ms, for example White widened the frame 
around rhe living room' rrny cei ling. To di gui e a 
return for the home's new HVAC )' rem, he hid ir 
in idea built-in bench 0 11 the rair landing. 

Cha llenges like rh is, Wlrne ays, keep hi work 
intere t ing a nd hi lient engaged. A i hi pra rice, 
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ABOVE LEFT: The second· 
floor master bath departs 
from the first floor's 1930s 
style with arabesque 
shaped mirrors and 
elaborate tilework that 
recall the couple's 
engagement trip to Turkey. 
Vanity and mlfrors: Ballard 
Designs. Pendancs. Shades 
of Light 

ABOVE RIGHT: Beside the 
bath's tile "rug" sits a curvy 
soaking tub with eye· 
catching claw feet. Tub. 
Signature Hard>'1are 
Tile. Dafl1/e 

he rook Amy and Billy for a walk- through once the 
fra ming was 111 place. " It' a g rea t rime ro walk 
around and talk about rhe opnon or change rim 
may needrocome about," he ay . "Al uildmgproj­
ecr is a three-legged rool-there' the a rchitect, the 
homeowner, and rhe contracto r, o you want to keep 
rhar lme of ommun icarion open, ' a \'(/hire. He's 
learned, he add that it' ea ier fo r people to om­
municare about a proje t when they're randing 111 

rhe middle of ir. 
While Billy weighed in on the con rrucrion, Amr 

focused her arrennon on the home' 111tenor, ch:m· 
neling period de ign derai l into the remodel. In che 
kitchen, he hJd chraurh add vi ntage- ryle scal­
loped derailing on rhe vent hood above an ex1sr111° 
1950 Wedgewood range· the motif i repe:ned 111 

rhe backsplash ti le and aga in on the corner of a new 
built -in banquerre. 



---·~- ·-- !--

m y a nd Billy al o nc cpted guardianship of an 
antique mirror left in rhe original barhroom, De­
pre ion-era lip - hade chandelier in rhc cwo from 
room , and rhe home' origi nal 111renor door all of 
which they refurb1 heel. In a bold move-one Billy 
1 n 't ure he'd do again- rhey had Dougla fir rafrers 
and heaching from rhe original roof de-nailed and 
re-milled a wa in coring rhroughout rhe firsr floor. 
A gray em1rran parent rain give it a wh irewashed 
look. "We kept everyrhing thar could pos 1bly b 
kept," aid chrauth. ' It ga vc me a lor of re pe r fo r 
them. T hey ou ld have ju t gone with a 'modern 
fa rmhou e' look,burirwouldn'thavcrhc ame oul 
or authen nciry." 

The new eco11d (Joor, though, permit ome nod 
ro Amy and Bi lly' own hi rory. " J really wanred co 
keep rhe '30 vibe going down rair , bur we saw rhe 
up ra1r a an opporrun1ty to do ometh i11g differ-

FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 68 
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ABOVE· In the master 
bedroom, a bank of 
planned windows above 
the bed were converted to 
display niches to satisfy 
zoning requirements. 
Double-hungs with 
two-over-two divided lights 
respect the originals, but 
allow a better view out the 
back of the house. 
Windows M1/gard 

----- : ----~ ~ 

enr," Amy ay . T he arabe que-shapcd mirror and 
ti le in the master bathroom are a n.: mmder of a mp 
che ouplc rook ro Turkey, where rhey gor engaged. 
Meanwhile, the children' ba rh rerurn ro rhe 1930 
w1rh it hoolhou e- ryle lighting, w..111-hung ink 
and u bwa y-ri le walls. 

Those Depres ion-era derail recall a 1mpler rime 
rn which rhe unassuming house-and 1r new fa mi­
ly- rill ecm ro re ide. The rO\ 11 enter i a horr 
walk awny, a i Town end 's and t-. larga rct's hoo l. 
A 1r did four gcncrauon ago, rhe mall front porch 
ir lose enough ro rhc i lcwalk ro ::i llow rhe fomil 

ro ca ily exchange greeting · wirh a tea<lr cream of 
neighbor. pa · ing by. ''Then: are nor ::i I r of pb c 
like 1r," ays my. " 1 eirher one of u grew up rhar 
wa}' never h::iving ro leave our neighborhood." ow 
cha r they've made chi wcct hi ro ric::d hou c rheir 
own, rhere' lirrk rea on for rhem ro ever wanr t . a 





As every homeowner knows, spring waits for no one. 
Procrastinate your mulching or planting for one too many warm weekends. and 
the once-barren winter landscape changes to a thicket of fresh foliage. "Always 
work a season ahead." advises horticulturist Gail Read. who has spent decades 
tending the public gardens at Bl1thewold Mansion in Bristol . Rhode Island. "The 
prep work done 1n spring sets us up for a successful summer." So dig in and clear 
away dried leaves, prune out winter damage, and bring in fresh compost and 

PREP SOIL FOR GREENER LAWN 
AND MORE FLOWERS 
» If you really want healthy plants , reach 
for a high-quality compost over 
commercial plant food At Bhthewold. Read 
always keeps a ready supply for mixing into 
planung holes and top ·dressing Scratch mg 
ma 1-inch layer-keeping 6 inches away 
from the crowns of plants-is enough to 
reap compost's many benefits. mcludmg 
healthie r s01l biology and better water 
re tention. "The process doesn't happen 
overnight," Read says. "But add mg compost 
builds up the s011. httle by httle." 

» Its advantages apply to turf, too. 
Pelletized organic compost, applied 
roughly 40 pounds per 1,000 square feet . 
makes a good alternative to granular 
fer nllzer. especially where organic matter 
is lack mg. Alec McClennan. founder of 
Cleveland-based Good Nature Organic 
Lawn Care. also suggests a sprmg 
application of liquid aerat ion. such as 
Aenfy Plus or B1olog1cal Dethatcher (about 
$20 each: natures lawn com). for battling 
soil compaction And remember, working 
wet soil compacts it. so avoid tromp1 ng or 
d igging until the ground d ries out. 

plants. ideally before weed seeds catch on that 
there's bare ground to spare. Acting early is 
the difference between enjoying the seasonal 
rituals of planting, weeding. and deadheading­
and falling behind and making the whole thing feel 
like drudgery. 

So do a walk-through of your yard and look 
carefully at the plantings. Check on last year's 
transplants and pinpoint problem areas. If you're 
unsure whether a tree or shrub survived the winter. 
gently scrape away a little outer bark with your 
thumbnail to reveal a layer of either green (live 
tissue) or brown (dead wood). Keep an eye out for 
places that seem especially soggy. Spring rains can 
help flag poorly draining soil, perhaps explaining 
why areas of turf grass and shallow-rooted plants 
such as rhododendrons aren 't thriving. 

Making the time for such observations can 
go a long way toward taf<ing the mystery out of 
growing a healthy lawn and garden. and can give 
you an edge when it comes to troubleshooting 
through the season-as will the advice in this guide. 

» BY ANN E. STRATTON 
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your best yard yet 

Clean up and trim back for healthier plants 
Timing is everything. Wait to shape plants that bloom on new 
growth-such as lilacs and mophead hydrangeas-until iust after 
they've bloomed: otherwise you nsl< snipping off flower buds. 

0 
Prune soft-stemmed 
herbaceous 
perennials to a few 
inches above ground 
level and rake away 
dead foliage. fallen 
branches.and leaf 
litter. which can 
harbor overwintering 
fungal diseases and 
pests. 

Remove all damaged 
and diseased 
branches on woody 
shrubs. as well as any 
crossing branches. 
keeping 1n mind that 
you should avoid 
pruning more than a 
third of any plant in a 
single growing 
season. 

MAKE A BETTER FIRST IMPRESSION 

Consider leaving an 
area undisturbed 
for a few weeks of 
70°F weather. giving 
benef1c1al insects like 
praying mantises 
time to hatch. and 
hibernating 
pollinators and 
ladybugs a chance 
to stir. 

~ Just as an updated front door instantly boosts curb appeal. so can 
a new garden gate dress up a yard. A fresh coat of paint might be all 
yours needs to welcome visitors in style. Or consider replacing your 
gate wHh (or adding for the first t ime) one that·s set in an a rbor. 
enlivened by fragrant flowering vines. 
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Crowd out 
weeds-or catch 
them early 
)) To beat weeds. Seattle-area 
designer Rob111 Haglund takes cues 
from nature. where. she points out. 
.. you never find bare soil .. Following 
suit. she plants garden beds thickly. 
mulches generously with 2 to 3 
inches of arbonst chips until 
groundcovers fill in. and pulls weeds 
before they sell-sow. She also warns 
against t1lhng. which, she says. 
"interrupts the natural cycle of soil 
burldrng. and stirs up weed seeds ·· 

As for the lawn ... keep 1t thick and 
mow 1t tall, .. says McClennan He 
recommends an early-season 
apphcatron of nrtrogen-nch corn 
gluten. a natural pre-emergent 
weed preventer, and advises 
against cutting more than a third off 
your turf at one tr me- cool-season 
grasses shade out weeds best when 
kept at least 3'12 to 4112 rnches tall. 

A stand-up weeder lessens 
back strain. This hoe·s wide, 
narrow blade easily removes 
small surface weeds from 
moist soi l. Standard collinear 
hoe with 7-inch blade, 
$50: 1ohnnyseeds.com 



Extend peak bloom ... the easy way 
»Designing a standout perennial border that blooms all season takes practice. plus 
dead heading to keep 1t going. Get a s1m1lar effect-without the upkeep-with a shrub­
based design heavily relian t on ornamental grasses and flowering woodies Koreansp1ce 
viburnum. oakleaf hydrangea. ninebark. and seven-son flower are all easy-care shrubs 
with three-season interest that stand tall at the back of a border: lower growers of equal 
merit include · Longwood Blue' bluebeard. 'Ogon' spirea and tender salv1as. For grasses. 
mix 1n silvery · Morning Light' m1scanthus. tall 'Karl Foerster' feather reed grass. or 
groundcovers of carex. These strong performers need 1ust one off-season pruning. 

OAKLEAF HYDRANGEA 
Summer-long flowers. bright 
fall foliage and snowy winter 

bark make 1h1s native a 
year-round stunner 

'KARL FOERSTER' FEATHER 
REED GRASS 

Its upright habit offers a long-
1asling vertical accent. from 

May through late winter. 

NINEBARK 
Blooms white in spnng For 
dramatic follage, try bronzy 

Coppertma · or burgundy­
leaved 'Summer Wme ' 

CA REX 
This grassy-textured group 
1s mostly shadelovmg Try 

vanet1es in the Evercolor se,,es 
for reliably evergreen foliage 

'LONGWOOD BLUE' 
BLUEBEARD 

Fragrant blue flower spires 
grace this 4-foot-tall shrub 

from midsummer to fall 

'OGON' SPIREA 
White l/01·1ers appear m spring. 
then chartreuse foliage unfurls. 

which iasts all summer and 
turns bnlltant orange m fall. 

KOREANSPICE VIBURNUM 
Intensely fragrant spring 

blooms are tn1s shrub ·s claim 
lo fame. fo/lowea by its red-to 

black summer frwt 

'MORNING LIGHT' 
MISCANTHUS 

Wispy vanegated leaves and a 
soft vase shape contrast with 

bold blooms and dense foliage 

DESIGN TIP: 
SHRUB-BASED 
BORDERS MAY 

REQUIRE 
WIDER BEDS. 

ALLOW A DEPTH 
OF AT LEAST 
8 FEET FOR 
A LAYERED 
PLANTING. 

WEAN OFF CHEMICAL­
DEPENDENT LAWN 
<§> Nitrogen-fixing clover makes 
a good companion for turf-if 
you can stop seeing it as a weed. 
And now Microclover is making 
that easier to do This damty 
version boasts smaller leaves 
and fewer flowers. while still 
pulling nitrogen from the air 
into the ground It's available as 
a sod mix (sodco net) or seed 
(seedranch.com) To overseed m 
early spring, broadcast l to 3 
pounds of the tmy coated seeds 
for every 1,000 square feet of 
estabhshed lawn It's quick to 
take hold and. depend mg on 
your turf variety, may ehmmate 
the need for feruhzer altogether. 

Support f loppy plants 
before they nod 

When 1t comes to staking. Read 
says, "the first rule 1s to do it 
before plants need it. and the 

second 1s to stake so you can't 
see 1t." Place grow-through 

supports in early spring. when 
peonies, salvias. and s1m1lar 

perennials are a foot tall. 
A technique called "pinching" 

can eliminate the need to stake 
at all. For summer and fall 

bloomers like New England 
asters. phlox. cosmos. and 

monarda. Read cuts them back 
by a third in mid-May to 

encourage more flowers and 
stronger. shorter stems. 
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Make deadheading easier 
Not only are mass plantings more 
aesthetically pleasing. they can be easier to 
maintain-giving you the option of quickly 
deadheading planted groupings with hedge 
shears. "I use them for almost everything­
heliops1s. echinacea. veronicas. rudbeck1as. 
boltonias. anything I grow en masse." says 
garden designer Tracy DiSabato-Aust. 
referring to her razor-sharp, Japanese­
made Okatsune shears ($63, as shown: 
amazon.com). You can also scale back 
deadheading with plant selection. For 
Haglund. that means growing perennials 
with seed heads-including nigella, 
goldenrod. wild roses. and coneflowers­
that she leaves through winter. offering 
texture to the landscape and food for birds. 
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SKIP SUN-SCORCHED CONTAINERS 
~ When you think about the perks of drip-irrigating 
container plantings-from the time saved hand 
watering to the money saved replacmg the plants 
you forgot to water-n's surpnsmg everyone doesn't 
do it. To eliminate the guesswork of buy mg parts. 
consider getting a starter kit marketed for 
containers at the nursery or home center. and pick 
up a dig! tal faucet timer so you can automate 
daily waterings. 

Dnp tubmg is least vlSible when run up through 
the dramage holes of comamers. so hold off pottmg 
up your sprmg designs until you've gathered the 
nght ungation supplies. You'll need one dripper for 
10- to 12-mch-diameter pots. two drippers for ones 
measuring 14 to 20 mches. and at least three dnppers 
for containers spanning more than 24 mches. 
Fmding the right timer setting takes trial and 
error. bur in general, you'll want to water planters for 
45 to 60 mmutes every day. Regularly momror soil 
moisture. and adjust the length of your waterings as 
temper a tu res nse in summer and cool down in fall 

Get a flowery, full look for cheap 
»No need to spend a fortune on bedding plants. In the Bhthewold 
gardens. Read grows tulips 1n these planting gaps. then swaps 1n 
summer-blooming annuals. To get the most plants at the best price. 
start sun-loving "cut-and-come-again" annuals such as these from seed. 

ZINNIAS 
Direct sow or start early 

indoors. 3-5 days co 
sprout. 75-90 days 

to flower 

COCKSCOMB 
Direct sow or start early 
indoors: 8-14 days to 
sprout. 90- 95 days 

to flower 

COSMOS 
Drrect sow or start early 
indoors. 7-lOdays to 
sprout. 75-90 days 

to flower 

CALENDULA 
Dlfect sowing 

recommended: 7-14 days 
to sprout. 50- 55 days 

to flower 

MARIGOLDS 
Dlfec1 sow or s tart early 

indoors: 4-7 days to 
sprout 70-90 days 

to flower 

GLOBE AMARANTH 
Dlfect sow 2 weeks before 

last frost or start early 
Indoors: 8-14 days to sprout. 

90-105 days to flower. 
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Design a stimulating 
outdoor space 

To take your patio or deck to the 
next level. really home 1n on all 

five senses. Comfortable 
seating and a pretty setting are 
a given. But what about sound. 
fragrance. something to snack 
on? When designing outdoor 
spaces. Haglund emphasizes 

grazeable edibles-berry-filled 
patio pots are a favorite-and 
plants with fragrance. such as 

lavender. 'David' phlox. and 
apricot-scented Gilt Edge' 

s1lverberry. In suburban 
settings. it's important to 

include elements that distract 
from the noise. she says. like a 
simple water feature or plants 

that attract songbirds. 

EMBRACE YOUR SHADE 
~ Where sun-loving l awn won't grow, 
plenty of shade plants will. When 
choosing a palette. Haglund suggests 
seeking out "whites. silvers. and golds," 
which. she says, "all seem to glow in 
shade." For a no-fail combo. try a 
grouping of 'Little Honey' oakleaf 
hydrangea. w h ite-flowermgbleedmg 
heart. and blue hostas. edged with 
variegated 'Jack Frost' brunnera 
(above). Add a com fy bench. and come 
summ er 's heat. t hat shady spot m ight 
1ust become your new favori te retreat. 

your best ya" yet 

Give high-trafftc zones extra TLC 
)) II kids and pets won' t quit cut ting through the yard. take the hint You need a path Flagstone 
stepping-stones become a landscape feature when surrounded by lush green turf Laid 
among tough groundcovers. such as Scotch moss. blue star creeper. or 'Chocolate Chip' 
a1uga. they provide an easy optron for an impromptu passage through planting beds And they 
offer something exlra. too. drawing the eye deeper into the landscape. and enticing you to 
e plorewhal 's 1ustoutofv1ew • 
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ccen s 
(that anyone can build!) 

Forget the birdhouses and birch boxes of woodshop class We've assembled 
three pro1ects from Jennifer Largesse, editor of TO H's House One, that show 

that even the greenest of do-1t-yourselfers can create something stunning using 

entry-level tools. basic cuts. and 1nexpens1ve home-center supplies. 

By Katelin Hill 

1 
o Jennifer Largesse, even the mosl 1mpress1ve 
pro1ects she designs for This Old House's House 
One (www hOuse one) aren' l hard-they 1ust 

have more steps and use bigger pieces of lumber. "When 
you look at something that seems complex. it's not 
necessarily more difficult." Jenn says. "You' re 1ust 
building upon the same basic techniques." 

Every proJecl Jenn designs reltes on a slarler sel of 
tools most people should have in their kit. including a 
miter saw. a circular saw. a jigsaw. and a drill/ dnver. The 
pnce of materials 1s important to Jenn. too. she knows 
that beginners will be more comfortable risking mistakes 
with a $20 piece of pine than with a $200 slab of walnut. 
All of the supplies in her materials Its ts are easy to find at 
the local home center or hardware store. 

Here. Jenn shares three pro1ects to enhance y our 
outdoor space Despite the sophist icated results . 
they' re designed for DIYers of every level to tackle. 



Rustic 
Garden Bench 
Inspired by a French antique. this 
colorful bench has a modern srmplicity­
and easily seats two. Solid stain gives the 
stock pine lumber an added layer of 
protection from the elements. Its soft 
green blends in with verdant 
surroundings. but you could also go 
bolder with red or yellow to add contrast. 

i.. 

1. Cut the parts to length. 
Download the cut list from 
~vw.house one Usmg a rruter 
saw. cut the seat. stringer. and 
legs Then cut the seat's two 
trim pieces. 

5. Assemble the base. Place 
the stretcher on edge and 
center it between the legs. cut 
edge flush with the work 
surface and the tops of the 
legs. Make two pilot holes in 
the face of each leg and drive 
3-lnch deck screws through 
them to secure the stretcher. 

2. Mark a decorative notch 
in each leg. Draw a centerline 
511z inches up from the 
bottom. and mark 4 inches l.Il 
from each side Connect the 
lines for a rna.ngle cutout 

6 . Prep the sca t trim pieces . 
Measure and mark each end 
of both trlm pieces l'h inches 
down from the top edge. Using 
these marks as a guide. clip 
the four bottom corners at a 
45-degree angle using the 
rruter saw. 
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3. Cut out the leg notches. 
With the pencl.l lines as a 
guide. use a jigsaw to cut out 
the decorauve notch m each 
of the leg pieces 

7. Add the sent nnd trim. 
Spread wood glue on the tops 
of the legs and center the seat 
ontop.Glueonthe fromand 
back mm pieces flush \Vi.th the 
top of the sear DJSmbure three 
pilot holes along the length of 
each t:J rm piece; fasten \Vlth 
2-inch deck screws. 

4 . Prep the stretcher. Usmg 
a cucular saw. rip 31;.. inches 
from the width of the 2 < 12 
stretcher board Spread wood 
glue on each end 

~ 

8 . Apply the finis h. Fill the 
screw holes with exterior­
grade wood filler Sand the 
assembly smooth Apply one 
coat of exterior solid stain. 
let dry. and repeat Place the 
firushed bench arrud greenery. 
and prepare co take a sear 



DIY Solar Lantern 
Outdoor solar lights can create some major 
ambience without the cost and hassle of hard­
wiring low-voltage landscape lighting. Plus. 
since they're portable. you can change up how 
you use them- to line a walkway. brighten 
porch steps, or add soft lighting for alfresco 
dinners. Finishing just three of the four sides 
with hardware cloth allows you to easily swap 
out the solar bulb over time as needed. 

1. Cut the parts to size. 
Downloadthecutlistfrorn 
www house.one and prep the 
parts. using a hole saw to drill 
a hole ill the center of the 
Ian tern top for the solar bulb. 

/ 

3. Size the hardware cloth. 
Use a permanent marker to 
trace the UlS1de opening of 
the assembled frame onto the 
hardware cloth Using wue 
cutters, cut three panels from 
the hardware cloth 

5. Assemble and attnch 
the hardwnro cloth panels . 
Usmg a staple gun, secure the 
top and bottom of the hard­
ware cloth panels to the filler 
strips Then nail the panels 
mside the lantern frame 

2 . Assemble the lantern 
frame. Drill ptlot holes 
through the top and bottom 
pieces and mto the square 
dowels. Secure the dowels 
W1th wood glue and screws. 

4 . Sand the parts and apply 
your finish . Wipe on a coat of 
stam and let set for 2 to 3 
minutes Wipe away excess 
stain let dry, then seal W1th a 
coat of polyurethane Spray 
the hardware cloth with two 
coats of flat black spray paint 

l" ....... . 

6. Attach the solar lightbulb. 
Insert a lightbulb that has a 
butlt-m solar cellmto the 
hole in the top of the lantern. 
Secure w1th weather­
resistant hot glue 
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Tall, Tapered Planter 
Like many of Jenn's projects. these sleek containers 
came about when she challenged herself to create a 
budget-friendly version of a store-bought item. She 
got to sketching and found she could make each one 
from two 10-foot boards at a cost of less than $25. To 
mimic her resin inspiration piece. she devised a 
textured finish that also helps hide any imperfections. 

1. Cut the boards to size. 
Downlocld the cut list from 
www house.one. Ustng a rruter 
saw. cut the pieces to length 
Each wall of the planter will 
consist of five pieces that 
decrease l.Il length to create 
the tapered shape 

• I 

2. Drill the pocket holes. 
Line up the boards for each 
wall. from longest to shortest 
Ustng a pocket hole jig drill 
two pocket holes a few inches 
m from each end on one side 
ofthefourlongestboardsfor 
each wall of the planter 

3 . Join the boards. With the 
bottom board clamped to 
your worh"table. glue the 
boards' adjoirung edges to 
create the four walls Then 
use a drill/driver and 21/2-inch 
pocket hole screws to attach 
the boards for each wall 
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4 . Draw cut Ii nes. On the from 
and back walls. mark the w1dth 
of the bottom boards at 9 
inches (centered). then draw a 
line to the top corners. Mark the 
side pieces 7 inches wide at the 
bottom and 2 inches narrower 
at the top (centered) to fit 
1ns1de the front and back walls . 

•..••••...•....••••• . • •.... =·· . .•.•••• .. .. ·:·· 

5. Trim and join t he walls . 
Followingcutlmes. Lnm the 
walls with a circular saw Lay 
down a back wclll and run glue 
along the long edges. add two 
side walls on edge. Glue cl front 
wall on top. Drill pilot holes on 
the front and back wall edges; 
secure with 21/z-lnch screws 

6 . Create a pot ledge. To 
allow you to set a plastlc 
nursery pot in the planter. 
mark its depth on the inside. 
Measure between the front 
and back walls at the mark. 
cut two scrap blocks to that 
length and bevel both ends 
Wedge m the blocks. tapered 
s1dedown 

7. Skim-coat the walls. 
Apply flexible spacklirig to 
the exterior of the walls ustng 
a wide putty knife. Then pull 
a notched putty knlie across 
the surface to create a rtbbed 
texture. wiping the blade oU 
after each pass and dlppi.ng it 
in water 

8. Paint the planter. After 
the texrured coating has dried 
completely. apply several 
llght coats of spray paint Add 
a potted plant and place the 
planter 1n a protected area . 
like a front entry porch. • 

< 
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! HOU.se. 
THE CAPE ANN PROJECT 

est 
Relocating the garage and adding a new front porch 
helps restore an 1891 home's signature Shingle style 

BY JEFFERSON KOLLE I PHOTOGRAPHS BY WEBB CHAPPELL I ILLUSTRATION BY MICHAEL SVIRSKY 

BEFORC 

60 THlSOLDHOUSE.COM :\11\ HCll Al' BIL :!020 

ABOVE: A computer rendering shows the changes 
planned for the 1891 Shingle-style house. including a 
new front porch with sweeping stone entry steps. With 
the existing garage removed, a new one will be built 
farther back, on the side of the house. 

BEFORE: A 1970s garage addition obstructed the home's 
facade, and the garage interior was moldy and damp. 
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THERE WAS A LOT TO LOVE abour che fir r-and 
only-hou e rhar rhe couple looked ar in Man he rer­
by-che- ea, a 17th- entury fi hmg village-wrned­
summer community on ape Ann, M.A. john wa 
apcivated mo ti by the l 89 l h111gle- ryle home' 

clegan e. "We\ alked through rhe front door and 
were taken back in time by rhe leaded glas , mrncarely 
carved balu rer on the tairca e. and dark hardwood 
noor :· he ay . lt \ a the cozme of the well-laid-our 
room , on 1he other hand, tha t attra red h1 wife, 
1 lolly. "T he way the hou e i po moned, warm light 
1ustpour in," he ay . 

But there \ a one glaring problem wirh th t:> hou e, 
che late r project being do umented a pare of TO H's 
4 l sr relev1 ion ea on. The ga rage, a l 970 addmon, 
jutted out at an angle from rhe front of the hou e, 
ob curing the home' gra iou ar hire tural hara ter. 
"That double-wide garage door JU t overwhelmed the 
whole hou e," ay john. 

Not ro mention 1r 11npra tica lity. " I kept thinking 
abour ca rryingingro erie ," ay Molly. "Togettorhe 
kicchen from rhe ga rage, you had ro go our ide, up 
rh irreen rep , rhen down the long front hall. That 
wasn'r going to work for u , e pc ial ly with our rhree· 
year-old, Caroline." 

Bur while wa lking the properry wirh a Rea lror john 
dis overed a curb ur along the road and an old 
dm•eway tha t ra n ro rhe back of rhe hou e. " We 

TOP: Four arched windows. including this one facing 
the back of the property. will fill the breakfast room 
wi th light. Here. Charlie Silva (left). Tom Silva 
(center), and Kevin O'Connor join forces to li ft the 
large unit on to place. 

ABOVE: Tom and Charlie apply a self·sealong 
waterproof membrane to form a weathertlght pan 
before installing the breakfast room window. 

Project Overview 
THE HOMEOWNERS 
John and Molly and their 
daughter. Caroline, 3. 

THE HOUSE 
An 1891, 4.628·square­
foot Shingle style in 
Manchester·by· the-Sea. 
MA, on a l'/z·acre lot. 

WHY THEY CHOSE IT 
The couple were charmed 
by the home and the town. 
which is close enough for 
both to commute to their 
1obs in Boston 

THE RENO PLAN 
Create a formal drive up 
entry by adding a new 
front porch and stone 
steps. build a new garage 
with direct access to a 
side mudroom: move the 
kitchen to a more central 
location and modernize it: 
reconfigure four second­
floor bedrooms into three. 
each with a dedicated bath 
and walk-in closet. alter 
roof framing for more 
third-floor head space: 
add a modern HVAC 
system with heat pumps 
for heating and cooling. 
radiant floor heat. and a 
h1gh-eH1c1ency boiler. 

TJMELINE 
Purchased May 2018 : work 
begun July 2019, move·in 
expected June 2020. 

SCOPE OF WORK 
Strip off old shingles and 
install new with decorative 
diamond accents: demo 
existing front-facing 
garage and porch and build 
new. refresh gravel on 
front driveway and create a 
new one on the side of the 
house: level floors: 
reconfigure and rebuild 
interior walls: perform lead 
and asbestos abatement 
on second floor. install new 
baths and remodel 
exist ing. 
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quickly envi ioned it ;:is the new drivcw::t)', leading to a 
new garage,·· he ay . 

Relocating rhe garage would be the mo r visible 
part of a reno arion thar wou ld include n new, more 
ccnrra lly located kitchen and a rearra nged ccond floor 
with more bathrooms, a well a new HVAC y rem 
and improved insulation, siding, door , and wmdows. 

Demolishing the o ld garage and relocating rhe new 
one ro the ide of the properry nor only unmasked the 
home's hingle- ryle facade, bur changed the traffi 
flow into the ho use. "For a modern 1 ew England 
fa mily coming into the center of a hou c through a 
garage has huge advantages, especially in rhe winter" 
says project architect Tobin hulman. The new garage 
will connect ro the house via a rile-floored mudroom 
wirh benches a nd cubbie . Mea nw hile, rhe house's 
forma l front entry will be dressed up wirh a grand 
blucstone-and-granite stair leading from a new 
circular drive to the rebuilt front porch. 

The o ther mnJOr change ro rhe fir r floor wil l be to 
relocate the kitchen, which had been eque tered in a 
back corner-a vestige of an earlier rime when a hired 
cook toiled behind the scenes-to a more central 
location. "The idea is to get the kitchen involved in the 
heart of the home," Shulman says. The plan positions 
rhc new kitchen between rhe fami ly room o n one ide 
a nd a break fa t room on the other. 

The econd floor will al o get an update. "The 
ho use was built with four la rge bedrooms, mall 
closers, and a mmimum number of bathroom ''say 
Shulman. The new plan reduces the number of second­
floor bedrooms by one but give each of the remaining 
three irs own barh and a large do er. The master suite 
includes a walk-in closer with builr-111 torage. There' 
a lso a n office for John and a laundry room. 

After almost 130 years, rhe house's wood floor 
have sagged in some areas, and rhe walls arc uneven 
and nor as true as rhey once had been. T ha r' part of a n 
o ld house's charm, of cour e, bur the imperfect 
surface a re les tha n ideal for ha nging door nnd 
erring ca biner . 

To correct them, TOH home builder Chnrlie Silva 
rakes a rried-and-rrue approach. " If rhe floor arc nil 
over rhe p lace, you have ro pick a reference point-a 
place to begin-and work from there." The front-door 
th re hold 1s u ually a good ta rting point, he ay . " It' 
a g iven that can't be easi ly changed." 

C ha rlie and crew a rc adding po r in the ba ement 
a nd isrering joists to srrengrhen and even our rhe 
fl oor as well as make them le s bouncy. Perfectly level 
is not alway possi ble, so perfectl y flnr i rhc; goa l, 
which i of m ore concern in ome area than orher . 
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" Ideally, rhe kitchen floor ha robe level" Charl ie 
ays. " Ir' important for erring ba e cabiners and 

counters and installing appliance . " 
Some of rhc hou c' exrerior wall will need robe 

reframed with new rud , headers, and jacks fa rened 
along ide the exi ring lumber. "Furring out a n origi nal 
2x4 wall with new 2x6 allows for an extra two inche 
of insulation," says TOH genernl contracror Tom 
Silva . " Plus, the new wider framing makes a wall that 
is flatter, rra1ghrer, and tronger. " 

ABOVE: TOH host 
Kevin O'Connor. 
master electrician 
Heath Eastman 
(on the right). and 
George Lane of 
Eaton & Eastman 
Electric pull cable 
from spools for 
the house's 
electrical service. 
The cables wi ll be 
buried in a trench 
from the house to 
the street hookup. 

LEFT: TOH mason 
Mark McCullough 
works with his 
crew on the front 
entry stairs. 
Granite risers and 
treads will 
complement the 
more rustic stone 
around i t. 

THESE PAGES 
WINDOWS· Marvin 
ROOFING. GAF 
TRIM:AZEK 
ELECTRICAL PANEL 
Schneider Electric 

FOR MORE INFORMATION. SEE DIRECTORY PACE 68 



Once the wall and ceiling are covered with 
blueboard and plaster, none of the new reinforced 
framing will be vi ible which sometime makes rhe 
extra expense a hard ell to lienrs. 

"I a lway tell people ro pay arrenrion to and pend 
more on what they don' t ee-framing, in ularion, 
hearmg ere. " ay Tom. "Tha r way, whar rhey do 
see-the fini hed urface - will la t longer and 
perform better." It mean Ooor that don't creak, nail 
chat don 't pop and doors thar ' ing freely and don'r 
bind in rhetr jam! or crape rhe Ooor in a couple of 
years. " Pay now or pay larer" 1 how Tom pur ir. 

Also hidden from ighr .ue the smart pracri e being 
pur ro work in rhe home' up-ro-date plumbing and 
hearing y rem . The e include rhe u e of ound­
deadening ca t-iron \oVa re line in read of PY pipe, 
role sen rhe noi e from flu. hing railer and draining 
rubs, a well a rhe addition of radiant rube ro rhe 
mudroom eding ro en ure adequare hear de pi re rhe 
large number of window . The enrire HVAC }' rcm­
including he..i t pump and air handler ro cool rhe 
home and a ga -fired conden ing boiler ro make hor 
warer for rhe radianr hear-i highly efficient, ay 
TOH plumbing and hearing expert Richard 
Trethewey. Each room will have it own zone rhar 
ad ju r ba ed on the number of window , ob r gam, 
in ularion level and even the rype of Oooring. \X/har 
rhis mea n i that the house will be con i renrly 
comfortable while aving a lot of energy. "There' a 
be t way to do rhing , " Richard ay , "and char' what 
we're giving john and Mol ly." • 

The TOH team-
host Kevin O'Connor. 
landscape contractor 
Jenn Nawada, master 
carpenter Norm Abram, 
general contractor Tom 
Silva, and plumbing and 
heating expert Richard 
Trethewey- bring their 
expertise to the project. 

Your 
Home 

• 1na 
New 

Light 
Clearstory, the 

new podcast from 
This Old House, 

shares surprising 
stories behind 

our homes. 

With host 
Kevin O'Connor 

Download at 
Apple Podcasts 

or wherever 
you get 

your podcast s. 



EDITORS' PICKS 

New and improved 
Problem-solvers. project helpers, and 
home-remodeling advances we're 
excited about BY THOMAS BAKER 

1. One-handed cutting 
COMPACT CUTOFF TOOLKIT 
Spinning at a blistering 20.000 
rpm. this l1/z-pound cordless tool 
glides through t ile. sheet metal. 
and cement board up to 112 inch 
thick. The ki t includes three 3-inch 
blades. and a blade shroud with a 
vacuum attachment to whisk away 
dust. $199. m1Jwaukeetool.com 

2. Built-in screens 
INTEGRATED ROLSCREEN 
Open the sash from the top or the 
bottom. and a built-in screen 
unfurls to cover the opening and 
keep bugs out Hidden brushes on 
the sash prevent flies from 
zigzagging past the screens. Close 
the sash and the screen retracts. 
leaving nothing to darken the view 
$200 upgrade to Pella Architect 
Series Reserve windows: pella com 

3. Leak stopper 
T-REX WA TERPROOF TAPE 
The superst1cky butyl-based 
adhesive on this tape adheres to 
most any surface-wet or 
dry-and even underwater 
Wrapped around a burst pipe. its 
flexible backing stretches up to 
seven times its original length. 
ensuring a watert ight seal $13 for a 
4-mch-by-5-foot roll. trextape com 

4 . Intelligent turf care 
LANDROID ROBOTIC MOWER 
After you walk your lawn's 
perimeter with the Landrood 
smartphone app, 1t automatically 
calculates lawn size and creates an 
efficient mowing schedule for the 
mower Shown Landro1d M WR140 
covers l4 acre. Sl.000 (the larger 
Landro1d L WR 150 has a bigger 
battery and can 1nm \!$·acre plots. 
$1.300) worx com 

5. Built-in smart 
speaker 
INSTINCT LIGHT SWITCH 
It has all the features of a smart 
speaker- it responds to questions 
and commands. plays music or 
aud1obooks. serves as a one-way 
intercom-but also works as a 
manual switch $100: store 
.1dev1cesmc com 

6. One handle, 6 tools 
QUIKFIT INTERCHANGEABLE 
TOOL SYSTEM 
Like quick connect garden hoses 
the Qu1kf1t's six heads-including 
garden rake. broom. cultivator 
and hoe-click onto an aluminum 
handle $18 apiece for the handle 
and four of the heads: teaf-rake 
head. $20. shrub-ral<ehead. $15 
f1skars com 
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WATER 

RESISTANT 

r 

WATER, OIL & 
STAIN RESISTANT 

MERCURY 
, . ' I ! ~ 

I 
I 

I 
I 

ALL SIZES ONE PRICE 

--

·<: .·. 
~ .... 

Best of 
British style 

sl.nce 1987 

• WATER, OIL AND 

STAIN RESISTANT 

• QUICK DRYING 

ACTION PANTS 
$69 $30 SAVE $39 
• Easy care and quick 

drying fabric 
• Elastic side waist 
• Multiple pockets for 

your belongings 
Machine Washable 
65~. Polyester 35°0 Collon lmponed 
Sizes 32-48 Cori.. Mercury Dork Novy 
27" (68 5cm) inside leg AC14598 OXU 
29" (74cm) onside leg ACl 4599 OXU 
31 " (79cm) inside leg AC14600 OXU 
33• (84cm) onside leg AC14601 OXU 

LACE-UP TRAVEL SHOES 
$69 $30 SAVE $39 
• Cushioned insole 
• Padded ankle collar 

and tongue for support 
• Sturdy soles for 

everyday wear 
Upper Textole/Olher Linong/Socl.. Te-dole 
Sole Olher 
lmponcd 
S12es US 8· 13 (UK 7·12) E fot 
Sec s1z.c conversion online 
Sand 
AQl 1590 OXU 

I love the zippered 
pockets to keep 

my items secure I really like 
the reel of the cotton . 
It is so comfortable. 
David, Michigan 

HALF PRICE shipping only $4.50 -
LIMI TED TIM E 

FREE RETURNS. WITH Pay al 
Seo "ebs1le for moro 1nfo1 motion on our simple, local returns soMcu 

lorder today at us.cottontraders.com . .. · 
: or ca II toll FREE 1-855-246-3333 

_2.!LDAY MONEY 
BACK G UARANTEE 

IF NOT COMPLETELY 
SATISFIED 

Terms & conditions: Offer ends 0712612020 S4.50 shopping offer CJ\aoloblc faro lomiled loma only We com 10 dcl"cr w11hm I 0 "'ar l ong days lrarn d"potch. slack sub1<?Ct ro ovoolobolo1y 
Full T&C'> al us catlonuadcrs com 



EDITORS' PICKS 

a a 7. No-tape measuring having to apply an extra layer of 
CUBIT waterproofing over shower stalls. 
The device's two lasers calculate tub surrounds. and steam showers 
horizontal and vertical distances Only seams and fastener holes 
{up to 100 feet). and its rolling need to be sealed. $1 33 per square 
wheel precisely measures items of foot. 1ameshard1e com 
any shape and size. Uploaded to a 

• 
smartphone. this 1nformat1on lets 10. Quick blade 
you create manipulable floor plans sharpening 
or virtual-reality room scenes FASTTRACK SHARPENER MK2 
Then Cubit's screen guides you to This handy tool takes the 
exactly where to pos1t1on pictures guesswork out of putting a sharp 

. 
and cabinets on the wall S95. edge on chisels and planes Just 

.... letsplott.com shp the blade 1n and slide the - carnage back and forth across the 
8. Good-bye, darkness edge at your chosen angle 

a RECHARGEABLE AREA LIGHT Diamond-encrusted stones 
This portable LED hght. which runs remove the metal From $90. 
on both 120-volt and battery power m-powertools.com 
has five brightness set11ngs. from 
600 lumens to a blinding 3.000 11. Going green 
lumens. At the lowest setting the underfoot 
hth1um-1on battery keeps the light AMORIM WISE CORK FLOORING 
shining for 10 flicker-free hours This waterproof PVC· free 
$136: gearwrench com alternative to luxury vinyl planks 

provides a quiet. comfortable. and 
9 . VJaterproof'Walls durable floor anywhere in the 

I HARDIEBACKER WITH house 1nclud1ng baths. kitchens. 

'1 I 
I j 1! HYDRODEFENSETECHNOLOGY and laundry rooms The chck · 1n-

I Moisture doesn t affect cement- place cork planks. protected by a J. 
based backer boards for tile. but it factory·apphed polyurethane 

I• , I I' can still pass through them This finish. are nearly 71/ inches wide 
t• 

: ,11/ 
II , 

''< 
fiber cement backer board actually and come 1n 10 colors. $5 49 per • I 'I I 
1s waterproof saving installers from square foot. ghsproducts. com lllll ., 

m 
1 ~< -=i 
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When you need it done 
right, do 1t with DR®. 

Yard Cleanup is EASY with a 

DR® Chipper Shredder! 

CHIP branches up to S" in diameter. 

SHRED yard and garden waste up to 1.5" thick. 

POWERFUL ENGINES spin massive flywheels and 
shredding hammers to reduce everything FAST. 

• Rated 111 an vacu um power! 
• H11ge capacity' 
•Stores nat an minutes 
• Easy, one-handed dumping! • Perfect for land· 

scaped areas 
and smaller 
properties. 

• Self-propelled 
model 1s available. NtwLY REDESIGNED wirh g 

Morr Power & Copoc11y/ 

DRleafmachines.com 

Towable and 
PTO models too! 

SAVE MON EY. Loosen and redrslribute 
existing material, instead of purchasing 
new gravel or stone 

CARBIDE TEETH last lOX 
longer than steel on ordinary 
box scrapers. 

TOW BEHIND YOUR ATV, 
lillrng in potholes and ruts 

- l ALSO GREAT FOR HORS[ RINGS. 
BALL FIELDS. ~R,1NC ARlASI 

Three 
models 
to choose 
from! 

48" and 60" 
models available! 

0 

2 
Q 
<( 
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COVER: See the /1st mg for Betore +After· Mudroom 

TOOLKIT (pp. 7-11) The Japanese sickle> Tha11hs 
to Tim Zylstra. Terrebonne lim1ted.terrebonnehm1ted 
com Ornamental grass nme-up > 771c111r..s 10 
Shannon Currey. marketing director. Hoffman 
Nursery; hoffmannursery.com. Trash your trash 
wisely> Thanks to Wilham Turley execullve director. 
Construction & Demolition Recycling Assoc1allon. 
cdrecychng org John Thomas. president. R&B Debris; 
rbdebns com. Avoid energy supplier scams> 
Thanr..s to Massachusetts Office of the Atlorney 
General. mass.gov. A l ook at basement cracks> 
Thanr..s to Jim Graham PE Schaefer. schaefer-1nc 
com Take stock of your stuff> Thcmh.< to Scotl 
Holeman director of media relations. Insurance 
lnformal1on lnslltule 111 org 

BEFORE+ AFTER: KITCHEN A semi-open cook 
space (pp. 12-14) Designer: Sean Lewis. Airy 
Kitchens. Philadelphia: a1ryk1l chens com Custom 
cabinet s: a1ryk11chens com Paint : Alabaster (walls). 
Copen Blue (upper cabinets). Domino (lower 
cabinets). sherw1n·w1lhams com Countertops: 
caesarstone.com. Wall tile: t1leshop.com Kitchen 
sink: k1tchensource.com. Kitchen faucet: bnzo 
com Utility sink, pantry knobs: reiuvenalion com. 
Refrigerator: lg com Cabinet pulls. shelf brackets: 
houseofant1quehardware com Range: lhork1tchen 
.com Range hood: broan.com Dishwasher. Bosch: 
bosch·home com Flooring: m1rthslud10 com 
Pendants: barnhght com. 

BEFORE + AFTER: MUDROOM High-energy 
drop spot (pp. 22-23) Architect: Aimee S Bentley. 
AIA. LEED AP. ASS Architecture LLC. West Newbury. 
MA: a1mee'4-asbarch1lecture.com Interior designer: 
Kristina Cresun. Kristina Crest1n Design. 
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Manchester-by the Sea . MA. knsllnacrest1ndes1gn 
.com Custom cabinetry. Newbury Cabinetry Inc . 
Newbury MA. newburycab1netry com General 
carpentry: F1shhn Construction. Woburn. MA. 
f1shltnconstruction com Paint: Chartreuse (storage 
unit). Super White (trim and wall)- ben1am1nmoore 
. com Wallpaper: Daydream (Green)" hyggeandwest 
com Hooks (built· in): re1uvenat1on com Door pulls 
(built-in): reslorat1onhardware com Glass-tipped 
wall hooks: anthropolog1e com (discontinued) 
Pendants: schoolhouse com Flooring: Montauk 
Black Slate ms1surfaces com Baskets: 1kea com 
" Escape" canvas utility bag: foreslbound com 

PARADISE RISING (pp. 26-31) Thanh to Bret 
Wayland. Wayland Construct ion. Inc .. info@ 
waylandconstruct1on net Jason Onste1n, Green 
Ridge Landscaping Paradise. CA Guevara house 
builder: Integrity Builders. 1ntegrityparad1se.com 
Asphalt roofing: gaf com Fire-blocking 
underlayment and engineered wood siding: LP 
FlameBlock and LP SmarlS1de. lpcorp com. 
Manufactured stone veneer: eldoradostone.com 
Fire-blocking vents: Vulcan Vents: newcalmetals 
com Sod: zamorasodfarm.com. Trees: Fast 
Growing Trees. fast-growing-trees.com 

THE DELIGHT IS IN THE DETAILS (pp 42- 49) 
Architect: Whitney Schraulh. Schrauth Architecture 
& Consulting Mill Valley. CA. saandc com 
General contractor: Michael While. M/W General 
Contracting. Mill Valley. CA. mwgc com Painting: 
Hamill Painting. Mill Valley. CA. 415-383 8311. 
Plumbing/ HVAC: Doke's Plumbing. Inc .. San 
Rafael. CA. dokesplumbmg1nc.com Electrical 
contractor: OFD Electric. Petaluma CA 
ofdelecl ric.com Flooring contract or: Amber 
Flooring. Oakland. CA. amberfloor1ng com. Stucco 

contractor. One Slop Plastering. San Rafael. CA 
onestopplastering com. Siding: Hard1ePlank 1n 
Woodland Cream.1ameshard1e com Paint : Sia le 
Blue (front door). oen1am1nmoore com Kitchen> 
Wallpaper: Hicks Hexagon. cote and-son com. 
Wall t ile: Ceramic Tile Design. San Rafael CA. 
ceram1cl1ledes1gn net Refrigerator: thermador com 
Sink: 1kea.com. Lighting: westelm com 
Cabinet hardware: 1sharones com Faucet: 
amencanstandard·us.com Living room> Windows 
(flanking fireplace): m1lgard com light fixture: 
original Paint: Dover White (walls) ben1am1nmoore 
com Fust-floor (guest) bath> Wallpaper: 
Feather Fan. cote and-son com Floor lite: Carrara 
marble hel(agon mosaic. dalt1le com Sink and 
faucet: s1gnaturehardware com Toilet: Toto 
totousa com Office/guest room > Ceiling 
wallpaper: Bamboo Trellis: yorkwallcoverings com 
Ceiling fixture: original Paint: Kelly Green (walls) 
ben1am1nmoore com Master bath > Floor ti le: 
Honed Carrara Marble M701 (field) ana Exh1b1l1on 
series (border): dalt1le com Vanity and mirrors: 
ballarddes1gns com Pendants: shadesofllght com 
Faucet Kohler us kohler com Master bedroom> 
Windows: m1lgard com Lighting: westelm com 
Paint'. Silver Lal-e (walls). ben1am1nmoore com 

BEST FACE FORWARD (pp 60- 63) Architect: 
Tobin Shulman. AIA. SV Design. Beverly MA 
svdes1gn com Builder: Silva Brothers Construction. 
s1lvabrothers com Masonry: MJM Masonry Inc . 
Arlington. MA m1mmasonry com Asbestos 
abatement: Alpine Environmental Inc. Chelmsford . 
MA alp1ne·env1ronmental com Roof shingles, 
integrated solar panels: gar.com Housewrap: 
ben1am1nobdyke com Windows: marvin com 
Blown-in insulat ion: 1cynene com Electrical 
contractor: Eaton & Eastman Electric Kingston. 
NH eatonandeastmanelectnc.com Electrical panel 
and wiring: Schneider Electric Se.com landscape 
contractor: K&R Landscape, Burlington. MA. 
kandrlandscape com Trim: azek com 
Generator: Kohler. us kohler.com Central AC: 
lg com Boiler: V1essmann: v1essmann-us com 

SAVE THIS OLD HOUSE (p. 76) Thanhs to Lob1n 
Frizzell. 603 Property Group Meredith. NH. 
603propertygroup com Bruce W Woodruff. interim 
town planner Town of Moultonborough. NH 
moullonooroughnh gov Cristina Ash11an. 
Moultonborough Heritage Comm1ss1on. 
Moultonborough, NH. moultonboroughnh gov/ 
heritage·comm1ss1on a 
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THE ONE TIME, LIFETIME LAWN SOLUTION! 

NEW PRE-CUT 
SUPER PLUGS 
now available! 

Stays 
lush and 
green in 
s ummer 

Mow your Zoys1a lawn once a monlh - or lessi ll rewards you with weed-free beauty all summer long. 

& ways Our AmazOY'"Zoysia Lawn 
Saves You Time, Work and Money! 

0 CUTS WATER BILLS AND 
MOWING BY AS MUCH AS 213 0 IT STAYS GREEN IN S PITE 

Would you bt.:111.:vc :i lawn cou ld look perfect when OF HEAT AND DROUGHT 
watered JU\ l once" In low.i. the \ l:llc·, b1ggc'1 
\kn ' Garden dub ptd.cd a Zoysia lawn J\ "'top 
lawn ncJrly perfect ·· Yc1 . 1h1s l:rn n had been 
wa1cred only once :i ll wmmcr 10 Augu\l 1 

In PA. \! rs M R Milter wrote . "'I've never 
wa1ered ll onl) ''hen I put 1he plug' in . La\t 
~ummer we had ll mo,,ed 2 limes . \ hen e\er) · 
bod} ·, l.1,, n' here arc bro'' n from drought. our' 
stays Ol\ green <is ever." Tliat 'J '1011 t\111<1~0\ hn.1w 
/mrn' c11111 ater /nils and 11wH 111g! Nrm read rm' 

f) NO NEED TO DIG UP OLD GRASS 
Plan! Am:.11oy your 11"0\' 111 an old lawn 

or ne'' grou nd . Set plug' 11110 holes 1n lhc soil 
chc.::kcrho:ird <;tyle . Plugs spread to ere.lie J lush. 
thick l.mn, driving out weeds and Ull\\'il lllCd growth 
E..J\} 111struc11on' included '' ith ever) order. 

E) ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY 

1 o weeding mean-. no co ti) clH.:1111cJI' 1ncc 
Arna.to) Zoy\ln lawns n:i1urnll) resl\t 111secl\, you· II 
S:l\e money. while help111g 10 protect the Cll\ 1ronmenl 
You II never have lo expose your famil y .ind pch 10 
thc nsk ol weed killers :ind pcs11c1dc poi-.ons. 

ft FOR SLOPES, PLAY AREAS, 
V BARE SPOTS AND PARTIAL S HADE 
You CJn't be.it Am:lloy Zoy\la as 1he low-cos! 
answer for h;1rd-to-cover spols. plo:iy-,,orn .1rc;1s. 
p!Jccs that h:ive panwl shade and cro,1011 on ' lopes. 

.. The holler 11 !!Ch the belier 11 "f0'''' Plu!! in - ~ -
Zo)~1a thrive' in bli,krrng hc<il. )cl 11 ''on t 
'' 1nter-k1ll to lQ

0 below 1ero It JU\l gne' off 
1h gr..:en color Jlter killing fr0'' '· ;md begin' 
regaining 11\ green col<•r a' lcmperaturc' 111 1he 
'pnng Jre cons"lentl) '' ;.irm 

Guaranteed to grow new green shoots v1thin 45-60 
days or we'll replace It FREE - for up 10 1 year - just 
call us Guarantee 1s valid on one order at a time, 
typKally the most recent We ONLY ship you hardy 
field grown genuine Amazoy Zoys1a grass harvested 
direct from our farms Easy planting and watering 
instructions are included with each order 

Me-,-er Zoysla Grass was pertected by lhe US. Gov't. reie:ised In C-·1010 zo.,~o fCtri llc"u ti 3617 O'd fon.
1
10., Rd. lor>"'o·11 IAD 21787 

ration wilh lho U.S. Goll Association as a su rlor rass • ,. 

~ CHOKES OUT CRABGRASS 
~AND WEEDS ALL SUMMER 

'I our cslabltshcd AmaLO) Zo) s1;1 l.1wn gro'' s 
'o 1h1ck. ll \llllply stop' cr.1bgra" and mo\l 
\Ummcr \\CeO\ from gcm11n.ll111g' 

ll:"lJi. NOW 3 WAYS TO S TART 
.,, YOUR AMAZOY ZOYS IA LAWN! 

I ) Frcc't) le plug' come 111 um:ul shcch 
co111.11n111g a mJ\lmum of 150 1 • plugs 
1hal c;1n be pl:1n1ed up 10 I fl apJn 
f·recs1ylc plugs o:illo'' )OU 10 make c.1ch plug 
b1ggcr ;ind plan! fu nher .1pan - le'>' culling 
.ind pl.1n11ng - you decide 
2) Nc\1 ' upcr Plug\ come· prccul 11110 
1nd1v1dual ~ ·, ~ · plug., ready-to-plan! 
(111111 1111um I per-I sq It). The) .1rri\c 111 cJs) 
10 handle tr.1ys nf I~ Super Plugs S,l\·c more 
ll lll~ and gel your ne\\ l;m 11 e\cn f,1,lcr1 

Jl \m:.1 10~ r\ppro, cd . ced- ·\ , The Loy"a 
')pcci.iltsh for (il+ycar ... \\C hnall) have .1 
/o\·s1a seed J\ ;11 l.1hlc 1h.ll meets our s1antl-
1rds .111d homc0\\ ner' c\ pcc.:l.H ions 
Lc;1rn wh~ JI 70)siafa r 111s.co111/111<1g 
nr h) phtinc al -1I0-7S6-2J 11 

.ORDER TODAY - GET UP TO 

, 1000 FREESTYLE 
~ PLUQS - F.RE,El . 

1r---------------------------------------------, 
Super Plugs Precut plugs 3 inches by 3 111ches READY TO PLANT II 

II 
II 
II 
I 

Ill 
Ill 
Ill 
n 
II 
II 
II 
II 
11 

Freestyle Plugs You decide how big to cut the plugs Each grass sheet 
Packed 1n trays of 15 Super Plugs. Plant m1111mum 1 plug per 4 sq. ft can produce up to 150·1111. plugs. Plant m1111mum 1 plug per sq ft. 

/.lox Plugs Free Plugs Gro1s Shec1s Your PRICE +Shipping SAVltlGS Super Plugs Free Plugs Troy Your PRICE +Shipping SAVINGS 

JOO - 2 $29.95 SIS.00 - 15 - I $24.95 SIO 00 -
500 ... 100 4 $50.00 51700 25% 60 +15 5 $90.00 S22 00 35% 
750 +150 6 $66.00 520 00 36% 95 +25 8 $110.00 S32.00 4QO/n 
1100 +400 IO $95.00 $30.00 44% 120 ~Jo 10 $125.00 536.00 53% 
2000 +IOOO 20 s 165.00 SS0.00 52% 180 • 115 IS $180.00 sso 00 "nO/n 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO START AND MAINTAIN A CAREFREE BEAUTIFUL ZOYSIA LAWN 

Zoysia FarmJJ 
NURSERIES 

1111pro.ang America's Lawns Since 1953 

3617 Old Taneytown Rd./Taneytown, MD 21787 

PLANTING TOOLS • PLANT FOOD • WEED AND PEST CONTROLS• ORGAN IC PRODUCTS 
SOIL TESTS• GARDEN GLOVES• EDGING AND MORE .. . All AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY AT· 

www.ZoysiaFarms.com/mag OR 410-756-2311 Dept 5486 
Harvested Dally rrom Our Farms and Shipped lo You the Same Day the Plugs are Packed 

Amazoy Is the T1•dem•1~ Reg1Ueted US P•tent Offm.' fo1 our Me1cr loy>i• gr•ss 
SJ,..1ng\ ~ho""°n o-.tr .l!!reg,Jle b.ue prtCf' Jnd sh1pp1ng 

~---~-----------------------------------------~ 
I 
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LIFESf~N· 
SOLID SELECT 

It Has to 
Be Wood 

When 1t comes to 
your home. beauty 
alone isn't enough. 
You also need 
durability that will 
last a lifetime. 
LIFESPAN Solid 
Select 1s crafted 
from premium. 
clear-grade 
lumber treated to 
prevent damage 

caused by insects and the elements 
It's real wood at its finest. 

timbertrading.com/lifespan 

ZD Series: Zero-Turn Mowers 

Kubota's ZD Serres of zero-turn mowers 
are engineered to deliver quali ty These 
premium mowers incorporate the best of 
Kubota's advanced technology in every detail 

and funct ion. to ensure both 
superior mowing performance and 
supreme operator comfort. No 
matter how you measure quality, 

the ZD Serres delivers. 

kubotausa.com 

JQ l(•J">'>t'l. 
'tio, 1 wcr'ci 

Gorilla Heavy Duty Construction 
Adhesive ULTIMATE 

Our most durable construction adhesive. the 
Ultimate formula 1s tough. versatile. and 100% 
waterproof. It even works underwater' This formula 
1s pain table. nonfoaming. easy to dispense. and 
holds 1mmed1ately for an instant grab. offering 
an even higher bond strength than Gorilla Heavy 
Duty Construction Adhesive. It bonds sub flooring. 
decks. bath surrounds. granite, marble. brick, metal, 
landscaping. wet surfaces. and more! 

Check out our entire lineup of 
construction adhesive products 
at gorillatough.com. For the 
Toughest Jobs on Planet Earth. 

Reproducing America's 
Historic Antique Hardware 

Faithfully reproduced from 

0 

c» 
0 
0 

antique originals. our push-button 
switches feature genuine mother· 
of-pearl inlay. Built to modern 
electrical standards. they pair 
beautifully with our v1ntage·style 
cover plates. From hardware to 
lighting to plumbing. you'll find 
penod·perfect reproductions to SUit 
every style of home. Our dedicated 
hardware specialists are ready to 
help with your next proiect! 

houseofantiquehardware.com H-1 HOUSE OF fdlTIOUE HARDWARE 

······························ .............. ·································································· ........... ···: ························ ··············· .. 

Get Better Gutters 
Introducing Rainhandler 's 
Louvarc. Its unique louver 
design lets leaves and debris 
blow or wash away, while 
a self -cleaning dispersal 
system eliminates clogged. 
overflowing gutters and 
downspouts. No cleaning 
ever. no basement water. 
no ground erosion. Proudly 
m ade in the U.S.A. 

For current savings offer. call 
800-942-3004 or visit 
rainhandler.com 

if'RAINHANDL~A ~ 
t-"'&t· Ct-? 

R:iD [)~~ .)*111 

Extraordinary Doors 
for Your Home! 

Great doors. like great homes. carry 
lasting memories across time. So 
what makes one door an heirloom while 
others remain humdrum? Timeless 
design. painstaking cra ftsmanship. 
and real wood construct1on-g1ving 
permanence. distinction. and meaning 
to what would otherwise be iust an 
ob1ect. Your home deserves more than 
ordinary doors Choose Vintage Doors! 

Vintage Doors.com 
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WeatherTech0.com 
Order Now: 800-441-6287 

Amencan Customers 
WeatherTech.com l+I 

v 
W W W .E H EAT COM 

1 - 800 - 807 - 0 I 07 

Canadian Customers 811 
WeatherTech.ca I 

European Customers 
WeatherTech.eu 

H ERGY SAVING SILE I' r 
hoats room as littlo as 4 cents por houri• fanless doslgn, auto d imming power light 

ULTRA- SAFE STYLISH All;O SILE;.; 
loave unattondod 24n; cool to the touch slim spaco saving doslgn, only 2 " thin! 

HEALTHY EASY INSTALL 
fonless - doesn't blow dust or dry 1ho air, Installs in mlnutos, no drill roqulrod, 
ldoal for those who hav,. asthmo or dry oyos hardwired & oasy plug-In modols availablo 

10% off 2 or mo10 Envf Heotots coupon code TH2010 I f1ee shipping to lhe USA+ C.nodo' 

I 
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Prep Your Garden the EASY Way with a 

DR® Rototiller! 
E CORD 

R! 

TOW-BEHINDS including models for ATVs & tractors. 
With Fast, Dependable 
Kinetic Power. 

WALK-BEHINDS including front- & rear-tine models. 

CULTIVATORS for preparing small plots or 
weed ing between rows. 

FREE 16 MONTH I EASY 
SHIPPING TRIAL FINllNCING 

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY CO ONLINE OR CALL FOR DfTAILS 

The Nation's leader in quality tongue-n-groove 
Log Siding & Knotty Pine Paneling. 

GREAT FOR: 
New or Existing Homes • Basements • Dens • Rec Rooms 

Kitchens • Baths • Studies • Garages • Out Buildings • Cottages 

Customer 
Satisfaction ... 

We Guarantee It! 

THE WOODWORKERS SI-IOPPE 
Skyline Woods' finest of log home products are available at the 

Woodworkers Shoppe in Comins, Michigan. We Ship Nationwide! 

Call (800) 818-9971 • woodworkersshoppe.com 

The PRO XL ORT 
has dual-rotating tines 
for both cultivating 
and sod-busting! 

DR® Rapid fire'" Splitters 
MORE POWER. 

DRrototiller.com 

Spinning Oywhecls ELECTRIC 
(up to 150 lbs) drive M ODELS .....-::~!In 
the ram into the log TOOi 
at high speed to split · 

Split wood indoors/ the toughest logs 

MORE SPEED. With cycle times as lov. as 1 

0 
SECOND. you can split logs as fast as you can 

::: handle them ::::: 
N ~ 
19 MORE PRODUCTIVITY. With a helper you can 19 
~ easily split and srock up to a cord per houri 
IJ 
<( DRlogsplitters.com 

CD 
0 

~ 

NU-WAL® 
...-,.,ESTORATION SYSTEM 

Love Your Home 

Nu-Wal will stabilize the surface of your walls and 
ceilings, and make them look like new again. 

Simple 
One-Day 

Application 

Cost-Effective 
Compared to 
re-Drywalling 

Leaded Paint 
Abatement 

for Peace of Mind 

(SpPECIFICATION CHEMICALS, INC. 

www.spec-chem.com 
800-24 7-3932 I 515-432-8256 
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/1111erglasr Interior Storm Window5: 
• Miuu1m iht clurm ;ind beiul) of )Our 
wiring 111ndo111 

• Sign1fiandy r<duct h"11ing and cooling bills 
• Compm11on·fit 10 d1minl1t drafu complmlr 
• Gre>dy r<duct ouu1dc noise 
• AJC perfect for tndo11ng smcn porchci 
• S11t cnc1g, <1•t mon<) wd <11< huto')' 

1-800-743·6207 • www.stormwindows.com 

Learn the truth about distilled, 
mineral, spring, filtered, 

bottled, well, tap, alkalized, 
reverse osmosis and more .. . 

Call or visit waterwise.com/toh 

800-874-9028 ~~~ 

-: 

' . . 

MULTI SURFACE 
ALL-WEATHER 

ADHESIVE 

/' 
~/ ·. / .// 

Spectrum 
• R ·1· S / a 1 ing ,yste 

For every<'iew. / 
/ / / 

GET A GRIP DN THE ADHESIVE 
CONSUMERS HAVE TRUSTED 
FDR l&D+ YEARS FDR 
ALL THEIR REPAIR NEEDS. 

:·ACCEPT. ND. SUBSTITUTES. 



Train at home in your spare time· to . ; 

Be a Home Inspector I 
Earn up to $59,700 a year or more!* 

Train al home in a little ns four months to mnke grenl money 
as a Prof es ional Home inspector. Million of homes are 
bought and sold every year and most of tho e ales require nn 

tn pection. Home In pector can ave buyers, agents, bnnks 
and mortgage companie thou ands of dollars - which 
makes them 1mportnnt lo the real estate industry. 

Work at home a nd be your own boss. 
More and more Home Inspectors work from home, conducting 
actual inspection<; on-site but handling paperwork and other 
bu ines detail at home. As a Home Inspector, you also have 
the option of wor"mg for a home inspection or real 
estate company, or even running your own frnnchise. 

Get FREE Facts. Contact Us Today! 
~ ---------------------------------------------- lr7'"-.=~1~ 

U.S. Career Institute• 8QQ 388 8765 Dept. 
2001 Lo11e SI., Dept TllSB1A30 - - THSB?i\30 
Fort Collin..~. co oom www.uscieducation.com!THS30 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I : YES' Rush me my free Home Inspection mformnllon package. 1o co t/obhgJllon. l Nilme ____________________ Age _ _ _ _ 

: J\ddre's Apt 

: City, Sta te, Zip - - -----------------------
' : E-mail Phone __________ _ 

: ~ A ccrerfil erf • Afforrlnble • Approver! 
l ~ Ce/e/Jrnti11g over 35 years of ed11cntion excellence! 
1 •With exp erience, h1tp://1V1vw.bls.gov/oes/current/oes4740 I I .him, 614119 t ________________________________________________ ____________________________ _ 

~ .._.. 
BBB. 

STAINLESS STEEL ts light, durable and portable 
(folds for easy storage). 

PERFORATED CONSTRUCTION maximizes 
airflow and traps embers. 

1600• TEMPERATURES 
mean more 
thorough 
burning 
with less 
ash. 

Available in 3 S izes! 

--
2 
2 
g 
~ 

Go Onlin e or Call for FREE Info Kit! ~ 

BurnCage.com ~ 
~~~~ 877-201-5544 \'::::J 

-· 
SHELVES ~SLIDE 

• Custooi llaN for Y.-.x Cab.nets 
• Klrdl('ns • Ponuy • Barhtocms 
• UmJrro Ufeclme l\IJ"r<rlry 

&Jtcic &rch CO"Olrucom 
• roo Prurd Cqxiory 
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SAVE THIS OLD HOUSE 

PRICE $62,700 

LOCATION Moultonborough, NH 

CONTACT Lobin Frizzell, 

603-569-4663 

THE HISTORY This spacious Greek 
Revival was built around 1840 as a 
simpler. one-and-a-half-story 
structure. not far from the shores of 
Lake Winnipesaukee. In 1871. it 
became home to prominent 
businessman and town official 
James E. French. who owned the Old 
Country Store. st ill a local landmark. 
In 1900. French added a full second 
story to expand the house. and lived 
there until his death. in 1919. The 
building was bought by Adele 
Blanchard and remained in her 
family: the town's longest-serving 
librarian. Adele Taylor. was the most 
recent resident. Vacant since 2006, 
it is now owned by the town. which 1s 
looking for someone to restore it. 

WHY SAVE IT? The French-Taylor 
House retains original woodwork 
throughout. including beadboard 
wainscoting and ceilings, an 
elaborate staircase. and paneled 
doors. Wood clapboards have been 
replaced or covered by asbestos 
cement siding. but character­
defining features are still visible. 
such as wide corner boards. eaves 
tnm. and gable end cornices. 

WHAT IT NEEDS The flagstone 
foundation must be shored up to 
get the framing back into square. 
The roof needs repairs and the 
chimneys repainting. Wood siding 
must be repaired or replaced. A new 
boiler and heating and electrical 
systems are needed; the attached 
barn must be stabilized. Tax credits 
are available. The restored house 
could be a lovely home for outdoor 
enthusiasts or, with a bit o f French's 
entrepreneurial spirit. a live-in bed­
and-breakfast. - KATELIN HILL 

76 THISOLDHOUSE.COM i\lMICI l; A l ' llll. :W20 

Got a House? If you know of an old house for sale that 
should be saved. wnte to sm1elh1soldhousc~• th1soldhousc com 

or Thos Old I louse. 262 Harbor Drove. Stamford CT 06902 

I I 

1. The sprawling 2.900-square-foot house holds six 
bedrooms and one ba th. With the gable end facing the 
st reet , 1t 1s considered an important example of a 
broad-gabled Greek Revival. 

2 . A large 14 ·by-27· foot screened in porch wit h a 
painted beadboard ceiling 1s loca ted on the north s ide. 

3. Many of the main floor's doors and casings are 
original to 1840: the staircase was installed during t he 
renovation that l ook place in 1900. when the roof was 
litted and a full -height second floor was added. 

4 . A wallpapered upstai rs bedroom retains i ts 
stained-wood l nm, doors. and floors. 

FOR MORE tNFORMA TION. SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 68 

-
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YO I This Old House gratefully acknowledges 
tl~e generosity of our REBUILDING PARADISE partners and sponsors. 

I Ho °" el 
PARTN ERlj I ELDOR o~151.u 11. 

I Ho ' ,;i 
SPONSORSj 

State Farm MARVIN' 



Feel good knowing you have the home and car insurance 

policies you deserve. You could even get a Multi-Policy discount. 

• 

.• 

, . . 




