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United Masonry Contractors 
Association (UMCA) 

Brick
Project:  Las Colinas Highlands

Masonry Contractor:  Skinner Masonry, Inc.

Supplier:  Acme Brick/Featherlite, Advanced Cast 

Stone, Kirby Specialties, Jackson Enterprises

Architect:  Corgan Associates

stone
Project:  SMU Meadows Museum and Parking 

Structure

Masonry Contractor:  DMG Masonry, Inc. 

Supplier:  Rich Mix Products, Leito’s Supply, Hohm-

ann & Barnard, United Cast Stone

Architect:  Hammond, Beeby, Rupert, Ainge, Inc

cmu
Project:  Sachse High School

Masonry Contractor:  Skinner Masonry, Inc.

Supplier:  Leito’s Supply, Acme Building Brands, 

Palestine Concrete Tile

Architect:  WRA Tony Apel

residential/other
Project:  Baron Residence

Masonry Contractor:  Metro Masonry Construction

Supplier:  Leito’s Supplu, Bob Meals Sand & Gravel, 

Boral/Bicherstaff Brick, Hohmann & Barnard, United 

Rentals

Architect:  Robert A.M. Stern

S P E C I A L  S E C T I O N m ason    r y  an  d  conc    r ete    p r o d u cts 

(above) Las Colinas Highlands Building. (below) SMU 

Meadows Museum; photos courtesy Texas Masonry 

Council. 
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S P E C I A L  S E C T I O N M A S O N R Y  A N D  C O N C R E T E  P R O D U C T S

(above) Las Colinas Highlands Building. (below) SMU 

Meadows Museum; photos courtesy Texas Masonry 

Council. 

100 Lee St., Everman, TX 76140
(817) 572-0018 • (817) 293-6378

Mobile (817) 999-1587

Advanced 
Cast Stone 

is one of the 
largest cast 

stone 
manufactur-

ers in the 
U.S. We 

can meet all 
your needs.

Supplier 
of the cast 
stone for 
the Las 
Colinas 

Highlands, 
Irving, 
Texas.
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Piece by piece, a quilt maker layers pattern and texture into the fabric of architecture.

Having trained as an architect, I learned to combine linear and planar 

elements to articulate space. I continue to use the same skills in my quilt making. 

My quilts, while informed by the traditions and construction methods of quilt 

making, are not bed coverings. Each piece is designed on a vertical work surface 

and is meant to be seen that way. 

 At the heart of my work is an exploration (and metaphorical resolution) of 

physical and emotional dualities. Favorite themes are light versus shadow, shal-

low versus deep, primitive versus refined, emotional versus rational, and clarity 

versus ambiguity.

My quilts are typically machine-pieced and machine-quilted. I work almost 

exclusively with hand-dyed cotton fabrics because I enjoy the spatial complex-

ity and spontaneity that these resist-dyed fabrics provide, and continually look 

for new ways to layer pattern and texture to create quilts of nuance, depth, and 

luminosity. 

While visiting Pasadena, California, in 1993 I came across Frank Lloyd Wright’s 

1923 Millard house (also known as La Miniatura). I was immediately taken by 

its dual character—its 

low-key placement just 

off a narrow curved road, 

where one can actually 

touch the block retaining 

wall along the driveway; 

in contrast, the more 

dramatic rear facade is 

seen remotely, across 

a ravine. I later learned 

that the Millard house 

is part of a series Wright 

called his Textile Block 

Houses, his inspiration 

coming from Chinese 

artisans weaving rugs 

for the Imperial Hotel in 

Tokyo. A simplified ver-

sion of the Millard house 

block, set together in a 

new way, was the foundation for my recent Emotions and Abstractions series.

My current work is less overtly related to architecture, but my architectural 

experience is always running in the background. I am constantly thinking about 

how to draw the viewer into my work . . . how to slow the viewer down to take 

in the details . . . how to engage the viewer in the rhythm . . . how to entice the 

viewer to take one more look.

L i z  A x f o r d

Liz Axford is a studio quilt maker/surface designer in Houston.

Emotions & Abstractions 2, 1994; 

photo by Hester + Hardaway



The release of Masonry Designer preceded this exciting building’s design, but its façade
exemplifies the almost infinite range of patterns that this easy-to-use program allows.

Fort Worth Convention Center Expansion
architect Carter & Burgess, Fort Worth
design architect HOK, Dallas
general contractor Walker General Contractors, Fort Worth
masonry contractor ROC, Dallas

Please visit us on the internet: www.acmebrick.com
or check the phone directory to contact your 

local Acme Brick Company sales office. 
Or please call 1-800-792-1234.

Pick, click, design with brick

Acme Brick introduces Masonry Designer, a powerful new tool for designing
with brick and block. Now you can render your concepts with lifelike clarity
using only a few clicks of your mouse. You can create an endless variety of
wall patterns, freely mixing from the Acme Brick collection, Featherlite
Burnished and Custom concrete masonry units, and dozens of mortar colors.
Your imaginative artwork can then be printed, or even exported to AutoCAD.

Getting Started.

After you launch
Masonry Designer,
please select the Help
option for a quick
guide to making the
best use of this
versatile program.

Click to download
Masonry Designer
at acmebrick.com

Click to download
Masonry Designer
at acmebrick.com
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 Curb appeal.

 Curbed appeal.

 One of the first things home shoppers notice when they pull up to a prospective house is the roof. A handsome concrete  

tile roof generates traffic and increases the chance of a sale. A run-of-the-mill roof does exactly the opposite.

 Which is why you should always install MonierLifetile roofs on your homes. Our roofs offer the stylish design and  

custom-home feel that customers respond to, plus a host of other features that makes it easy to close the sale. Features like a  

Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Warranty (which is important considering that Texas leads the nation in roof replacements). 

Superior energy efficiency. And excellent fire resistance. Plus, we’ve got a manufacturing plant right here in Texas, so you’ll  

enjoy quicker delivery to your job site as well.

 What’s more, when you partner with MonierLifetile, you’ll get the full benefit of our commitment to superior customer 

service. This includes improving sales and technical support, and beefing up warranties on all of our products. Very appealing 

indeed. Call us at 1-800-571-TILE (8453) for more information.
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