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LOOKING AHEAD TO 1953

At convention time, it is well to assess what has been accomplished in
1952, and to look ahead into 1953. Without anticipating the report which
President Herbert M. Tatum will present to the membership at El Paso, the
TEXAS ARCHITECT presents the following analysis. Whatever criticism of
the year's activities may be contained is presented in a constructive vein.

First, on the credit side, there have been some significant developments.
TSA has increased and solidified its membership while growing into a more
closely knit organization. Another year of increasing activity has added to
the Society's recognition and acceptance, both in Texas and over the nation.
Key committees have accomplished much for their profession.

The TEXAS ARCHITECT is now well established in the dual function
assigned to it: serving as an internal publication and making the value of
architecture known to the general public and specialized segments thereof.
The regular monthly distribution of 7900 free copies is in itself one of the
most significant activities carried on by any regional district organization of
the American Institute of Architects.

The launching of Texas Architects' Week last April ranks as a most
definite accomplishment. It is closely related to one of the really basic
objectives of the Society: worthwhile activity at the local Chapter level.
This and other projects were carried on in a commendable manner at several
points over the state, and drew local and national attention and praise.

A look at the debit side of the picture reveals some significant patterns
which can be corrected with great benefit to the Society.

First, there is tremendous discrepancy in the quantity and quality of work
done by committees. Some have more than accomplished their objectives.
Otbhers, perhaps for excusable reasons, perhaps because of poor organization
or negligence, have done almost nothing.

No organization goes forward without effective committee work. More-
over, for real progress, committee functioning must be uniformly good. Some
committees set forth their objectives and accomplished them. Others failed,
and the Society as a result faces again in 1953 some key problems that
should have been well toward solution.

The same situation can be seen in the uneven quality of Chapter activity
and accomplishment. Some Chapters are far above the average for work
done in 1952. Others trail noticeably behind.

There is no better time to correct these faults than at El Paso. In business
sessions there, the Society will recognize both the accomplishments and
shortcomings of the year now ending. And at the same time, a fresh course
for 1953 can be charted. '

Lest it be thought that TA doesn't practice what we preach, the magazine
is already taking a long look at past and future alike. Just as the Society
itself, TA has a long way to go despite evident progress during 1952.

But for the more complex problems and objectives of TSA as a whole, this
should be a good resolution as the membership begins to look toward
1953: Let's bring the level of committee and Chapter activity up to one
high standard.
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1952 CONVENTION OPENS OCTOBER 29

More Than 200 TSA Members Expected;
AlA President Stanton Is Keynoter;
New Mexico Chapter To Attend

TSA members will head West to the
Sunland of El Paso for their 13th an-
nual convention October 29-31, with
more than 200 expected to attend.

Glenn Stanton, president of the AlA,
is keynote speaker for the three-day
session, which opens at 4 p.m. Wednes-
day, October 29, with registration in the
lobby of the Cortez Hotel, convention
headquarters. Many members of the
New Mexico Chapter are expected at
the El Paso meeting, the first ever held
in the border city.

A. B. Swank, Jr., Chairman

A. B. Swank, Jr., of Dallas is gen-
eral chairman and coordinator for the
convention. He has been working closely
for months with E. W. Carroll and Rich-
ard Licht of El Paso, the local co-chair-
men, and a group of seven other com-
mitteemen in charge. The committee
heads are: registration, Percy McGhee;
budget, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Licht and Louis
Daeuble; reservations and arrangements,
Robert Nelson; entertainment, Mr.
Daeuble; sergeants-at-arms, Wm. G.
Wuehrmann; publicity and programs, J.
E. Monroe, Jr.; ladies events, Mrs. J. E.
Monroe, Jr.; transportation, Duffy Stan-
ley; seminar, Mr. Carroll; and student
competition, Mr. Licht. These committee
chairmen have coordinated their efforts
with the TSA committees in. charge of
various convention events, including
Charles Granger of Austin, seminar; and
Donald Nelson, Dallas, student competi-
tion.

Fine Convention Indicated

The El Paso convention promises to

be one of the best ever held, both in

program content and in the many enter-
tainment features planned. The featured
event, the seminar, is covered in a sep-
arate article in this issue. A summary
of other events follows.

The registration fee will be $25 for
TSA members and $10 for ladies. This
covers all social events including the
President’s Dinner and Ball.

A pre-convention cocktail party, for
architects and their ladies and guests of
the convention, will be held at the Cor-
tez Hotel at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday,
October 29.

Registration continues Thursday morn-
ing, October 30, with the first session
at 10 a.m. This will include the invoca-
tion, a welcoming address by Mr.
Daeuble, president of the host chapter;
greeting from the City of El Paso, the
keynote speech by Mr. Stanton, a report
by Jack Corgan of Dallas, TSA secretary-
treasurer; and the president’s annual re-
port by Herbert Tatum of Dallas, who
will preside. The session ends with the
nomination of 1953 officers.

Critique Thursday Afternoon

The ladies will have a separate lunch-
eon Thursday noon at the El Paso Coun-
try Club, while the convention continues
with a luncheon meeting at the Cortez
Hotel and an address by Carl Hardin
of Austin, legal counsel. The first semi-
nar meeting then follows at 2 p.m., and
business for the day concludes with a
critique of the student design sponsored
by the Featherlite Corporation, at
4:30 p.m.

(Continued on Page 16)



