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High-Performance Metal

Civitas makes a strong statement not only in its visual 
presentation, but also in its accomplishment as the first 
single-family home in the Americas to be registered as a 
Zero Energy/Zero Carbon home. Petersen’s wall and roof 
systems contributed to both design and performance of 
this progressive home.

Civitas, Memphis   Installing contr.: Ralph Jones Sheet Metal   Architect: archimania
Owner: Barry Alan Yoakum   Photo: archimania

“We went through a process of energy studies, 
and aluminum started coming in” as a favored choice.
“If you install it correctly, it will last forever.”

-Barry Alan Yoakum, FAIA, Principal, archimania

Civitas | Net Zero Design 
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S. Claire Conroy
Editor-in-Chief
claire@SOLAbrands.com

If I could pick an overarching theme for our 2023 Residential Design Architecture Award 
winners, I would call it the “Less Is More” year. Nearly every winner set out to curate 
the outdoor space and curtail the bloat of indoor program. Our Project of the Year, The 
Perch by Nicole Blair, AIA, is just 660 square feet and squeezed into a seemingly impossi-
ble tent of setback restrictions. The building hovers dramatically above a duo of existing 
bungalows, with not an inch to spare anywhere. Why the high-wire act? To preserve the 
owners’ beloved backyard garden. 

Next up among our winners is DNA Alpine by CCY, a 2,000-square-foot mountain 
home, bermed into a hill on a 70-acre property. The architects and the clients applied all 
their discipline to fight the typical program inflation. The clients accepted a tiny sleeping 
loft for extra guests, instead of more expansive guest quarters, among the belt-tightening. 
As a result, they preserved ancient view corridors and every single spruce tree on the site.

Certainly, they demonstrated admirable restraint, but they were not alone. Verde 
Creek Ranch by Lake | Flato is just a touch over 3,000 square feet, yet it shelters an 
extended family of siblings on more than 2,000 acres. Most of the structure is open con-
nective tissue linking shared spaces with small private zones. 

Indeed, one phrase our jury kept uttering was, “It’s more pavilion than house.” It’s 
obvious our winners thought holistically about how to deploy every element of the build-
ing in service to the site—often making more “outside than inside.” It’s a strategy that 
paid great dividends during the worst of the COVID pandemic.  

Important outdoor spaces were mined on projects of mere fractions of an acre, too. 
A rowhouse in D.C. acquired a tiny “Middle Garden” by Colleen Healey Architecture 
that transformed its tight little rooms into a light-filled oasis of indoor-outdoor living. 
And a more expansive teardown on a precipitous site in Seattle by GO’C fit a prolific 
vegetable garden on the roof, along with a full solar array—oh, and a backyard pool with 
panoramic views. Although the house is one of our larger ones at more than 5,000 square 
feet, its efficient floor plan brings together a blended family of eight.

One of my personal favorites, Palm House II, an infill house in Venice, California, 
by kevin daly Architects, adds onto an adjacent property to accommodate a growing 
multigenerational family. The program priority? Preserve and expand space for outdoor 
congregation. Kevin and his team designed the new building to form a shared court-
yard with the older building, and carved out multiple private outdoor areas shielded by 
screens, trees, and other sleights of hand. 

Less indoor space means more outdoors to enjoy on every one of these winning proj-
ects, and the real winners are the lucky clients. That is as it should be. 

Less Is More

EDITOR’S NOTE
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The 2023 Residential Design Architecture Awards (RDAA) 
received nearly 400 entries in 11 categories of residential 
design. With such a large number of entries from the top firms 
in the country, the competition was heated, and our judges had 
some very tough decisions to make. Ultimately, they selected 
just 25 projects for awards, including one Project of the Year, 8 
Honor awards, and 16 Citation awards.

Some of the winning projects may look familiar to you, 
and, indeed, a few have appeared previously in this mag-
azine or have been awarded in other national and local 
competitions. Previous publication or award status are not 
disqualifications for entry. Residential projects completed 
after January 1, 2018, were eligible. It’s always our goal 
that all work be considered on its own merits, regardless of 
media exposure.

Serving on this year’s judges panel were four accomplished 
architects with deep expertise in residential architecture: 
Renée del Gaudio, AIA, Renée del Gaudio Architecture, 
Boulder, Colorado; Brian Messana, AIA, Messana O’Rorke, 
New York, New York; Pi Smith, AIA, Smith & Vansant Architects, 

White River Junction, Vermont; and William Kirwan, AIA, Muse | 
Kirwan Architects, Bethesda, Maryland. 

The jury reviewed projects at their own pace virtually before 
gathering for an intense, two-day deliberation over Zoom of 
the strongest entries. It was an exhilarating and exhausting 
process, yielding a body of nationally significant and inspiring 
residential architecture. 

Note that not every category of entry had a winner this year. 
We leave these decisions entirely up to our jury. We are con-
stantly evaluating and reconsidering our categories of entry, 
so if you think of a building type of importance to residential 
practitioners that we should include, do let us know. 

All winning entries receive coverage in print, as you’ll see 
in the next pages. But we’ll also follow up with in-depth online 
coverage at residentialdesignmagazine.com, including even 
more images from each project, plans for our Citation winners, 
and more drawings for all levels of winners where available. 

Please join us in congratulating these amazing winning 
firms and consider entering your own best work in our 2024 
RDAA competition.
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PROJECT OF THE YEAR
NICOLE BLAIR, AIA 
THE PERCH 
AUSTIN, TEXAS

16 RESIDENTIALDESIGNMAGAZINE.COM  VOL. 3, 2023

RD ARCHITECTURE AWARDS 2023



The Perch rose to the top of this year’s entries for its so-
phisticated response to a site condition that seemed almost 
impossible but in reality is fairly common. The owners—he is 
a landscape architect, she is a hairstylist—wished for a small 
building they could use as a guest house, apartment, or hair 
studio. Although they owned side-by-side bungalows—a blue 
one and a pink one—there was no room to expand. They had 
spent years establishing a combined backyard garden and 
deemed it off-limits for building. “They realized the impossi-
bility of the project—‘We’d love to have this extra space but 
don’t know where we’d put it, because we love our landscape 
and privacy,’” says Nicole Blair, AIA. 
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What evolved was a classic case of high-level design that 
addresses the inherent difficulties head-on. Hovering above 
the blue bungalow on four piers—three of which tie into the 
house foundation—the two-level accessory sits precisely with-
in the building setback tent. “The addition rises at a 45-degree 
angle and follows the roofline up to a certain height,” Nicole 
says. “We couldn’t have built that lower level higher, or the 
upper level lower. I decided that staying about 2 feet off the 
roofline would allow them to service the mechanical system 
from below. It would also provide enough room to stand 
inside and create a really interesting set of spaces.” 

Roof and walls are wrapped in corrugated COR-TEN 
steel, referencing an existing gated front fence and a back-
yard viewing platform. From a grated steel landing in the 
front courtyard, a stairway rises alongside the house to the 
addition, where the extruded roofline shelters a small porch. 
Its tongue-in-groove pine ceiling continues into a vaulted 
room housing the eat-in kitchen and a sitting area. A short 
flight of steps leads up to a hallway connecting two bed-
rooms on either side of a central bath. Bumping out the west 
side of the hallway made room for a compact storage bank 
that hides a stacked washer and dryer. Throughout, the 
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ceilings track the roof’s angles. “The bedroom ceilings are 9 
feet, and the living area is just shy of that,” Nicole explains. 
“We needed the height proportionally to make the spaces 
feel grand and special.”

Interior materials are warmly inviting: a stock Boos 
butcher block kitchen countertop, IKEA cabinets with custom 
fronts, copper hardware from Etsy, remnant white oak floors, 
and whitewashed pine walls and ceilings. “The building 
moves a bit, so I felt wood would hold up well over time,” Ni-
cole says. “The coppery pinks pull all those materials together 
to echo what’s happening on the exterior.”

Craned into place, the steel structure was partly exposed 
inside and painted white. A shelf was ingeniously welded onto 
the beam behind the kitchen sink, and recessed lighting and 
electrical outlets were tucked behind it. Near the front door, 
a metal coat rack soldered to a protruding beam keeps it from 
becoming a tripping hazard. The coat rack and the cantile-
vered front bedroom sway slightly when someone walks up 
the stair, Nicole says, a subtle reminder of the forces of wind 
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and gravity. So does the bent interior stair rail. “I thought 
that kind of connection back to its construction was note-
worthy and wanted to incorporate elements that echo that 
movement,” Nicole says. Upstairs, the stucco-clad bath 
reads as one volume, making it seem larger and offering 
relief from all the wood. “Because it was in the very center 
of the space, where the building isn’t moving as much, I felt 
safe using it,” she says.

In the best accessory tradition, the Perch will offer 
flexibility as the couple’s needs change over time. “It’s such 
a clever way to do an accessory, on top of the house as op-
posed to the backyard,” said a judge, adding, “It’s so fun, 
and the interiors are beautiful.”—Cheryl Weber
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PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Nicole Blair, AIA, 
Austin, Texas
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Nicole Blair, with 
owners Dylan Robertson and Annie Cobb
LANDSCAPE DESIGNER: Dylan Robert-
son, D-CRAIN Design and Construction, 
Austin
ENGINEER: Ryan Stoltz and Amanda 
Dees, Structures PE, Austin
PROJECT SIZE: 660 square feet
SITE SIZE: 0.16 acre
CONSTRUCTION COST: $550 per square 
foot
PHOTOGRAPHY: Casey Dunn

KEY PRODUCTS
CABINETRY: IKEA/custom fronts
CLADDING: Western States Metal Roof-
ing, Woodtone (porch)
COOKTOP/RANGE: Fisher & Paykel
COUNTERTOP: Boos Block
ENTRY DOORS/WINDOWS: Windsor 
Windows & Doors
FAUCETS: Switch Range
FLOORING: rift-sawn and flat-sawn white 
oak
HVAC: Mitsubishi, Trane 
LIGHTING CONTROL: Leviton
MILLWORK: Pat’s Sheetmetal Supplier
PAINTS: Sherwin-Williams, Behr, Benjamin 
Moore
REFRIGERATOR: SMEG
ROOF WINDOW/SKYLIGHTS: VELUX
ROOFING: Western States Metal Roofing
SINKS/TOILET: Duravit
STUCCO: LaHabra
THERMAL/MOISTURE BARRIERS: Carlisle
TILE: Artistic Tile
UNDERLAYMENT: ZIP System
WASHER/DRYER: Bosch
WINDOW WALL SYSTEM: Arrow Glass

SITE PLANFLOOR  PLAN
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WILLOW STREEET

SITE SETBACK

Existing 
Storage 

Shed
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Bungalow 

(below)

The 
Perch
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Shared Porch

New 
Covered 

Porch

21VOL. 3, 2023  RESIDENTIALDESIGNMAGAZINE.COM

PROJECT OF THE YEAR



LOEWEN.COM AUTHENTIC
HANDCRAFTED
ENDURING

LUXURY 
FENESTRATION

C
LB

 A
rc

hi
te

ct
s 

| 
K

ev
in

 S
co

tt
 P

ho
to

gr
ap

hy

GREAT PROJECTS BY GREAT ARCHITECTS.
CONGRATS TO THE 2023 RESIDENTIAL DESIGN 

ARCHITECTURE AWARD WINNERS.



LOEWEN.COM AUTHENTIC
HANDCRAFTED
ENDURING

LUXURY 
FENESTRATION

C
LB

 A
rc

hi
te

ct
s 

| 
K

ev
in

 S
co

tt
 P

ho
to

gr
ap

hy

GREAT PROJECTS BY GREAT ARCHITECTS.
CONGRATS TO THE 2023 RESIDENTIAL DESIGN 

ARCHITECTURE AWARD WINNERS.



HONOR AWARD /  
CUSTOM RURAL OR VACATION HOUSE
CCY ARCHITECTS 

DNA ALPINE 

SAN MIGUEL COUNTY, COLORADO

The architects and their clients had 75 scenic acres to parse 
for this vacation home, but they decided to tuck it discreetly 
into the hillside. Everyone felt a tremendous responsibility 
to protect the natural wonders of the place, and every time 
the program threatened to bloat, the team pulled together to 
rein it back in. “It was really about right-sizing,” says princi-
pal-in-charge Todd Kennedy, AIA, “about having less house 
to build, heat, and maintain.” 

 It was also about preserving 100 percent of the trees on 
site, mostly 150-foot-tall Englemann spruces. Our judges 
admired the restraint: “The house sits so modestly in the 
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landscape,” they noted. “It’s just enough; there’s nothing 
extra. And we’ve never seen this copper sequence with the 
DNA of the trees.” The “DNA” in the project name comes 
from the copper skin that clads the main house, garage, 
and small sauna building—its random sequencing derived 
from those spruce trees.

 “This land had been in the family for a really long 
time,” explains project architect Jenny Trumble. “So we 
thought a lot about how do we not ruin this—how do 
we not be so heavy. We looked for ways to think about 
the house as camouflage, and the copper siding was part 
of that—it changes through the different times of day 
and weather.”

 “The vertical stripes break up the reflectivity,” Todd 
adds. “They keep the buildings from being one big re-
flective surface.” The jury appreciated the way the light 
undulates across the skin and how the small compound 
traces the rolling topography of the site. 
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 Pulling apart the program helped the architects navigate 
the buildings around the trees and over the hills. “I love the 
way the roof lifts up and catches the echo of the hill,” noted 
one judge. Those changes in roofline were a strategic move to 
harness views and light, and the lifted corner gave just enough 
height to squeeze in a small sleeping loft—part of the team’s 
“right-sizing” effort. 

ELEVATION

Flex RoomGreat RoomMain 
Bedroom 
Entrance

Sleeping 
Loft
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PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: John Cottle, FAIA, prin-
cipal; Todd Kennedy, AIA, principal in 
charge; Jenny Trumble, project archi-
tect, CCY Architects, Basalt, Colorado
BUILDER: Dave Gerber Construction, 
Telluride, Colorado
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Arnelle Kase, 
Finding Home Design, San Francis-
co; Heather Madden, Maya Design 
Studio, San Francisco
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Kristin 
Undhjem, Telluride 
ENGINEERS: Resource Engineering 
Group, Crested Butte, Colorado
PROJECT SIZE: 3,149 square feet 
(main house); 999 square feet (ga-
rage); 160 square feet (sauna)
SITE SIZE: 75 acres
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY CREDIT: ©2023 CCY 
Architects; Draper White; Jeremy 
Bitterman

KEY PRODUCTS
CLADDING: Copper, custom profile, 
pre-patina; Delta Millworks Accoya 
Barnwood in Delta Black (exterior 
accents)
COOKTOP/RANGE/COOKING 
VENTILATION/OVENS/MICROWAVE 
DRAWER/OUTDOOR GRILL: Wolf
DECKING: Western red cedar
DOOR HARDWARE: Sun Valley Bronze
DISHWASHER: Miele
ENTRY DOORS: Custom steel, 
pre-patina
FIREPLACES: Isokern; Ortal
FAUCETS: Blanco; Dornbracht; Fantini
HVAC: High-efficiency condensing 
modulation boiler; in-floor radiant 
heat
INSULATION: Rockwool; closed cell 
foam
LIGHTING: Tech Lighting
LIGHTING CONTROL: Lutron
PAINTS: Benjamin Moore
ROOFING: Copper
SAUNA: Finnleo
SINKS: Julien (kitchen); custom
THERMAL/MOISTURE BARRIERS: 
Grace Ice and Water Shield; Tyvek 
Housewrap
TOILETS: Blu Bathworks
TOWEL HEATER: VOLA
WASHER/DRYER: Electrolux
WINDOWS/WINDOW WALL SYS-
TEMS: Arcadia Custom, thermal steel

 In winter months, the house is accessible only by 
snowshoeing in. So the firm designed what it calls “giant 
doors” to protect the glazed north entrance from the 
worst weather while allowing it to remain open to im-
portant light and views in temperate months. 

 Interior details strike a balance between the hus-
band’s wish for a rustic cabin and the wife’s desire for a 
refined, well-appointed home. “We embraced the idea 
of cabin,” says Todd, “but in a sophisticated way.” Sleek 
white oak walls and ceilings, executed with meticulous 
reveals, keep the interiors warm and welcoming. And 
the Alpine DNA reappears in a reading nook, which 
transitions the copper cladding outside to wood panel-
ing with a light char.  “The flow of materials in and out 
is really beautiful,” said a judge.—S. Claire Conroy

UPPER LEVEL

FLOOR PLAN

MAIN LEVEL
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3. Reading Nook
4. Mud | Bath
5. Laundry
6. Main Bedroom
7. Outdoor Room

8. Guest Bedroom
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10. Garage
11. Workshop
12. Sauna
13. Winter Doors
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CITATION / 
CUSTOM RURAL OR VACATION HOUSE
GO’C 

THE RAMBLER 

INDIANOLA, WASHINGTON

It’s both a big opportunity and responsibility to add onto a cher-
ished family property. This is doubly true if you are both client 
and architect, as was Jon Gentry, AIA, on this wooded parcel in 
Indianola, Washington. 

Understanding this, Jon and his wife (whose family proper-
ty this is) took pains to engage their community of “makers.” 
Ultimately, more than 30 contributed to the project—all within a 
mile of the site. “It was very much a village approach,” says Jon.

Responsible design was top of mind for every choice, from ori-
enting the house for passive advantage, to using materials directly 
from the site—including Doug fir, cedar, and stone. The house is 
intentionally small at under 2,000 square feet, but engineered so 
a second story could be added. And, in an area often tapped for 
weekend getaways, this is a primary home for Jon and his family. 
He commutes to work on the new fast ferry from Kingston to 
Seattle. “It’s the only reason we considered this move,” he says. 

Family properties get handed down through the generations, 
and this house—one our judges said “looks like a modern icon of 
a building”—should stand the test of time. “We like the scale, the 
massing, the interiors, the detailing,” they added. “It feels like a 
pavilion almost more than a house.”—S. Claire Conroy

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT/INTERIOR 
DESIGNER: Jon Gentry, AIA, 
principal in charge; Aimée 
O’Carroll, ARB, and Yuchen 
Qiu, project team, GO’C, 
Seattle
BUILDER: Sparrow Wood-
works, Indianola, Washington
PROJECT SIZE: 1,700 square 
feet
SITE SIZE: 0.5 acre
PHOTOGRAPHY: Kevin Scott

KEY PRODUCTS
BATH VENTILATION: 
Panasonic
CABINETRY: Custom by 
Sparrow Woodworks from 
designs by Jon Gentry
CLADDING: Brick from 
Mutual Materials; Richlite 
panel siding
COUNTERTOPS: Richlite
DOOR HARDWARE/LOCK-
SETS: Inox; Emtek; custom
FAUCETS: Brizo; Chicago 
Faucets; Grohe

HEATING: In-floor hydronic 
radiant 
HVAC: Zehnder HRV
INSULATION: Rockwool 
comfort batt
KITCHEN APPLIANCES: Beko
LIGHTING: DALS; Juno; Ston-
co RoughLyte; Hinkley; Hay; 
Artemide; Lumini LED
PAINTS/COATINGS/STAINS: 
Color Atelier Lime; Dinesen 
lye-washed with Daly’s clear 
coat
SINKS: Kraus; custom by 
Trueform
SKYLIGHTS: Crystalite Sky-
lights
THERMAL/MOISTURE BARRI-
ER: Prosoco R-Guard System
TOILETS: TOTO
TUBS: Signature Ocala; 
American Standard
WASHER/DRYER: Samsung
WINDOWS/WINDOW 
WALL SYSTEMS: Quantum 
(windows, lift-slide doors); 
Fleetwood (windows)
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Our Vision: 
Boldly renovate to create a vacation-inspired home layered with light.

Sara & Jeremy Imhhoff  |  Principals & Owners
Imprint Architecture and Design, LLC

© 2023 Kolbe & Kolbe Millwork Co., Inc. I Photo © LandMark Photography

See Sara and Jeremy’s full vision at kolbewindows.com/cloud-forest

Immersed in 6 acres of lush wooded lakeshore in Minnesota, “Cloud Forest House” offers expansive 
views and an intimate connection to the landscape. Kolbe’s VistaLuxe AL LINE’s floor-to-ceiling windows 
and doors help connect and transcend the home’s defined indoor and outdoor spaces.

800.955.8177



CITATION / CUSTOM RURAL OR VACATION HOUSE
CUTLER ANDERSON ARCHITECTS 

OREGON COAST BEACH HOUSE 

BANDON, OREGON

A delightful essay on the notion that 
there is no bad weather, just bad 
clothes, Oregon Coast Beach House 
embraces the elements that make 
this a powerful place. Fierce storms 
bring 27-foot waves, salt spray, and 
high winds that literally sandblast 
the house. “Storms pick up sand and 
throw it at the house, so I decided I 
would design it like it was a tank,” Jim 
says. The low-slung box has no eaves 
for water to penetrate, and its cladding 
materials—rough, tight-knot west-
ern red cedar amplified by a smooth, 
high-rise structural glass curtain 
wall—ensure maximum durability. 
That wall, which faces west toward the 
ocean, is an inch thick and reinforced 

with bronze mullions that resist corro-
sion and high winds.

At the entrance, an elevated, 50-foot-
long CLT-covered walkway crosses an 
interior courtyard that provides outdoor 
privacy while connecting the occupants 
to the fresh air and ocean sounds. It joins 
two bar-shaped volumes—one con-
taining the garage and two guest suites 
along the street, and the other housing 
the main living spaces and primary 
bedroom, allowing the guest rooms to be 
left unheated when not in use. Insulated 
concrete floors release heat from the sun 
for much of the year. The judges praised 
the rigorous design and choice of materi-
als. “It still feels beachy despite the glass 
curtain wall,” they said.—Cheryl Weber

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: James Cutler, FAIA, 
Cutler Anderson Architects, 
Bainbridge Island, Washington
BUILDER: Tom Harmon, Harmon 
Construction, Coos Bay, Oregon
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Beth Wheeler, 
Bainbridge Island, Washington
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Geoffrey 
Smith, By-the-Sea Gardens, Bandon, 
Oregon
ENGINEER: Jerome Madden, Madden 
& Baughman Engineering, Portland, 
Oregon
PROJECT SIZE: 2,447 square feet
SITE SIZE: 0.41 acre
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: Jeremy Bittermann 
Photography

KEY PRODUCTS
CABINETRY: Korben Mathis Wood-
working
CLADDING: Tight-knot cedar, Conrad 
Lumber
COOKTOP/OVENS: Bosch
COUNTERTOPS: Costa Esmeralda 
stone
ENGINEERED LUMBER: CLT by 
Johnson Lumber
ENTRY DOORS: Simpson Doors (Cutler 
Anderson design)
FIREPLACE: Stûv 30
FURNITURE: West Elm, Blu Dot
HARDWARE: Reveal Designs (Cutler 
Anderson design), Häfele
REFRIGERATOR: Thermador
WINDOWS: Jeld-Wen
WINDOW WALL SYSTEMS: Kawneer
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Refl ects the sun. And a sense of style.
Introducing Trex® Transcend Lineage™. Engineered to stay cooler under the 
sun, and backed by a 50-year warranty, it’s the next generation in design and 
performance. Available now in four tranquil tones: Biscayne, Rainier, Jasper and 
Carmel. Learn more at lineage.trex.com
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Like a tried-and-true recipe, you can rely on Blum’s products time and again. We take pride in our consistent quality and 
craftsmanship. In fact, we test each product beginning with the individual materials, then test each component during the 
production process, and test again when the product is complete.  

To give you added peace of mind, we stand behind our products with a limited lifetime warranty. When you choose Blum, 
you can feel confident putting your name on our work knowing we’ve put thousands of hours of rigorous testing behind  
our products. 

To learn more about Blum’s quality visit blum.com
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HONOR AWARD /  
CUSTOM PERIOD OR VERNACULAR HOUSE
JOEB MOORE & PARTNERS 

HILL HOUSE 

LAKEVILLE, CONNECTICUT

“This is a clear, iconic concept executed with sophistication 
and elegance,” applauded a judge. “Every space has a different 
perspective on the property.” Indeed, Hill House is the creative 
result of a close reading of the land. Joeb Moore, FAIA, whose 
work often translates traditional architecture into a primitive 
language, came up with a plan for four bar-shaped volumes 
encased entirely in wood. These tightly drawn buildings are an 
homage to the shingle style of architecture indigenous to New 
England. A flat planted roof interlocks the four volumes around 
a central art gallery, and each glassy gable end is directed to-
ward one of the site’s four ecologies: woodland, hickory grove, 
glacial escarpment, and meadow.
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 The home’s abstracted qualities are felt on approach 
from high on the rock ledge, where the green roof appears 
almost as a ground-level garden. “When you walk down 
through the rock escarpment, you enter the long art gallery 
and can see straight through the building to the rolling 
meadow and distant view,” Joeb says. Public areas—living, 
dining, kitchen, and gym—occupy perpendicular wings 
on the east side of the gallery. On the opposite side, the 
primary suite and home office form an L shape to the 
three-bedroom guest wing, which can be closed off when 
not in use. Across the motor court, a fifth structure houses 
the garage and artist studio.

 Each building is wrapped seamlessly in white-washed 
cedar treated to weather naturally. This surreal skin 
“triggers all kinds of questions: how can the roof be the 
same as the siding?” Joeb says. The answer is in the com-
plex detailing. Gutters are hidden between the siding and 
foot-thick wall assemblies and accessed for maintenance 
through removable boards milled to align with the gable end 
cladding. With their 1-inch gap, the heat-stabilized siding 
boards keep leaves out of the gutter system, which captures 
rainwater and disperses it on the site. Deep overhangs at 
the window openings provide solar shading. “The cedar is 
a very low-maintenance solution compared to cypress with 
a Sikkens stain that has to be varnished every three to six 

years,” Joeb says. “These will look like outbuildings that have 
been part of their environment for a very long time, like barns.”

 Inside, a simple mill package keeps the focus on the out-
doors. Window frames are recessed into the floors, walls, and 
ceilings, giving the impression that you could walk straight 
through them. The meadow below the house hides a photovol-
taic array that provides the main power source. “It took two 
years to develop the house and landscape strategies, working 
very collaboratively with the landscape architects and the 
owners,” Joeb says. The effort shows. “They crushed the con-
cept,” a judge said.—Cheryl Weber
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PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Joeb Moore, FAIA, principal in 
charge; Devon Picard, AIA, project architect; 
Thalassa Curtis; Robert Scott, Joeb Moore & 
Partners, Greenwich, Connecticut
BUILDER: Richard E. McCue, Inc., Lakeville, 
Connecticut
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Rebecca Wu-Norman, 
WUNO, New York, New York
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Reed Hilderbrand, 
New Haven, Connecticut
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: Edward Stanley 
Engineers, Guilford, Connecticut
CIVIL ENGINEER: Berkshire Engineering, Litch-
field, Connecticut
AUDIOVISUAL DESIGN: Audio Visual Crafts, 
Long Island City, New York

LIGHTING DESIGN: Sighte Studio, Brooklyn, 
New York
GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER: GZA GeoEnvi-
ronmental, Trumbull, Connecticut
PROJECT SIZE: 5,800 square feet
SITE SIZE: 26 acres
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: David Sundberg, ESTO

KEY PRODUCTS
CABINETRY: Troy Cabinet Makers
COUNTERTOPS: Marble, butcher block, Corian
DOORS: Classic Door Supply
ENTRANCE DOORS: UNILUX, Pivot Door 
Company
GARAGE DOORS: Torrington Overhead Door Co.

GLASS: Guardian
HARDWARE: Locksets FSB, Accurate, RAJACK 
(cabinet pulls), Pardon Fabrication & Design 
(custom pocket doors)
HOME CONTROL: Lutron HomeWorks
KITCHEN/LAUNDRY APPLIANCES: Miele
LIGHTING: Bega, Tech Lighting, Lucifer, Pinna-
cle Lighting
METAL/GLASS CURTAIN WALL/SLIDING 
DOORS/WOOD FRAME WINDOWS: UNILUX
MOISTURE BARRIER: ZIP System
PAINTS/STAINS/COATINGS: Benjamin Moore
PHOTOVOLTAICS: Aegis Solar Energy
POCKET DOOR TRACKS: Sugatsune
ROOF AND EXTERIOR CLADDING: Western 
red cedar

FLOOR PLAN | 1. Great Room | 2. Screened Porch | 3. Covered Porch
4. Kitchen | 5. Powder Room | 6. Utility Closet | 7. Laundry 
8. Mudroom | 9. Gym/Playroom | 10. Primary Bedroom 
11. Primary Bathroom | 12. His/Hers Closet |  13. Office/Library 
14. Bedroom Suite 1 | 15. Bedroom Suite 2 | 16. Bedroom Suite 3 
17. Garage | 18. Artist Studio

FIRST FLOOR PLAN SITE PLAN
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CITATION / CUSTOM PERIOD OR VERNACULAR HOUSE
ESTES TWOMBLY + TITRINGTON ARCHITECTS 

QUAHAUG POINT 

WESTERLY, RHODE ISLAND

Estes Twombly + Titrington Architects 
excels at designing houses that are 
deeply rooted in Rhode Island’s history 
of farm sheds and shingled fishing 
shacks. This multigenerational retreat 
effortlessly distills those qualities with 
its offset, simple volumes and low-up-
keep materials, such as weathered wood 
cladding, metal roofs and windows, 
and stone. The house seems to grow 
from the land: bluestone pavers on the 
entry porch lead straight through the 
building to the rear screened porch 
and outdoor terraces—a reference to 
the boulders that dot the back lawn, 
which rambles down to Quonochon-
taug Pond and the open ocean beyond. 
Facing south, the fully glazed living 

pavilion brings in those views, and its 
roofline maximizes sun exposure for 
7-kilowatt solar panels that power the 
geothermal heating and cooling system 
and a car charger. 

“When you look at the scale of the 
water there, you want to walk along 
the whole thing, so we tried to stretch 
the house out as much as possible east-
west,” says Adam Titrington, AIA. 
A flat planted roof connects the long, 
one-story living volume to a perpendicu-
lar two-story bedroom wing. The judges 
praised this design for its marriage of 
the modern and vernacular, including 
a vegetable garden, native plantings, 
and a permeable driveway and parking 
court.—Cheryl Weber

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Peter Twombly, AIA, princi-
pal in charge; Adam Titrington, AIA, proj-
ect architect, Estes Twombly + Titrington 
Architects, Newport, Rhode Island
BUILDER: Evergreen Building Systems, 
Stonington, Connecticut
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Robyn Reed, 
studio cosmo, Baton Rouge, Louisiana
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR: Landscape 
Creations of Rhode Island, S. Kingston, 
Rhode Island
PROJECT SIZE: 3,000 square feet
SITE SIZE: 2 acres
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: Warren Jagger

KEY PRODUCTS
CABINETRY: Custom rift ash
CABINETRY HARDWARE: Sugatsune
CLADDING: Alaskan yellow cedar shin-
gles, garapa rainscreen
COUNTERTOPS: Caesarstone, Corian
DISHWASHER: Bosch
DOOR HARDWARE: FSB levers, Accurate 
flush pulls and Häfele roller and track 
(pocket doors)
ENTRY DOORS: Fleetwood
INTERIOR DOORS: Select Door, rift ash 
veneer
KITCHEN FAUCETS: Hansgrohe; 
Dornbracht
KITCHEN VENTILATION: Broan
LANDSCAPE PAVERS: Thermal bluestone 
reclaimed granite curbing
LANDSCAPE PRODUCTS: Soapstone 
countertop, garapa cabinetry and 
fencing, bluestone edging, Mexican river 
stone 
LIGHTING: Hunza, Sonneman (exterior), 
Lucifer, Poulsen, Moooi (interior)
LIGHTING CONTROL SYSTEMS: Lutron
MICROWAVE DRAWER: Sharp
PAINTS: Benjamin Moore
RANGE/OVENS: Wolf
REFRIGERATOR: Sub-Zero
ROOFING: Englert standing seam
SINKS: Kohler; Fairmont
SOLAR PANELS: Newport Solar
THERMAL/MOISTURE BARRIERS: Vapro-
Shield
TILE: Heath Tiles (kitchen backsplash), 
Quemere (shower)
TOILETS: TOTO
WINDOWS AND DOOR SYSTEMS: 
Fleetwood
WINDOW SHADING SYSTEMS: Lutron, 
Hunter Douglas
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For more than a century, Hope’s has handcrafted the world’s � nest steel and bronze windows and doors, and 

we continue to re� ne the art that makes them the most sought-after, luxurious, and longest lasting windows and 

doors available. Hope’s exclusive hot-rolled steel and solid bronze pro� les replicate the traditional aesthetic of 

historic buildings while providing modern performance and ef� ciency. Hope’s windows and doors are built to 

last a lifetime and beyond – sustaining their beauty and performance for generations.      HopesWindows.com

HOPE’S WINDOWS, INC.  —  EST. 1912  —  JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK

PRODUCTS SHOWN: Landmark175™ Series interior steel windows and doors

ARCHITECT: Hacin + Associates, Inc.
PHOTOGRAPHER: Trent Bell



HONOR AWARD / CUSTOM URBAN HOUSE
A PARALLEL ARCHITECTURE 

ROLLINGWOOD RESIDENCE 

WEST LAKE HILLS, TEXAS

“This house is so, so good,” said one of our judges. 
“It’s effortless inside and out.” Or seemingly so, 
because as all architects know, it takes a great 
deal of heavy lifting to achieve that effortless look 
in a house—especially a large house in an urban 
setting. In this case, A Parallel Architecture was 
tasked with arranging more than 7,000 square feet 
of living space and a three-car garage on less than 
half an acre—all while preserving as much usable 
open space as possible. 

  “Our client valued design, but she was most 
concerned with how it would function as a home,” 
says Ryan Burke, AIA. “Our challenge was to pro-

vide a family-oriented front yard and backyard and 
a big car program without walling off the neigh-
borhood. And we had a very large tree to work 
around. Our siting and the more austere massing 
were to make sure the house and garage remained a 
backdrop to the landscaping.”

 To mask the size of the garage, the firm rotated 
it away from the street and pulled it forward on the 
lot to create an entry court. The entry and living 
room behind it maintain the garage’s single-story 
proportions, while a bedroom and lounge wing to 
the east rises to two stories. The carefully cali-
brated front façade of Roman brick, glass, and 
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Thermory wood accents keeps all the volumes in balance.  
“It’s so unfussy,” noted a judge. “It’s sculptural without 
being overbearing. And the composition from the street is 
beautiful—so serene, quiet, calm.” 

 Interiors are equally serene, continuing the delicate or-
chestration of scale and the restrained palette of materials. 
The living room hews to just one story, allowing its Roman 
brick chimney and shimmering, fluted-glass fireplace to 
convey an understated elegance and intimacy. White oak 
appears on multiple surfaces—as storage walls, cabinetry, 
ceilings, doors, and as large-format flooring sourced from 
Europe. A curved Roman brick and white oak storage wall 
bends from the entry to the kitchen, subtly leading visitors 
to the true heart of the house. 

 Unlike the more compressed living room, the kitchen 
rises high with a four-sided clerestory. Without popping its 
top, the room would have been darkened by the garage and 
suffered excessive glare from adjacent window walls. “We 
don’t like making all the ceilings tall,” says Ryan. “Other-
wise you feel like you’re always chasing your tail.” 

 The kitchen opens to a vast covered porch with screens 
that can deploy in buggy weather. Organic natural pavers 
trace a path to an outdoor fireplace, a vertical element 
that rises above the garden wall. Beyond the walls are rain 
gardens that capture and channel stormwater runoff. “The 
shaping of exterior spaces is lovely,” said a judge “There is 
so much restraint in this house, yet it feels so warm.” 
—S. Claire Conroy
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PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Ryan Burke, AIA, 
and Eric Barth, AIA, princi-
pals in charge; Jacob Brown, 
project designer, A Parallel 
Architecture, Austin, Texas
BUILDER: Shoberg Homes, 
West Lake Hills, Texas
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Polly 
Hazelwood
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: 
Steinman Luevano Structures, 
LLP, Austin
PROJECT SIZE: 7,169 square 
feet
SITE SIZE: 0.4 acre
CONSTRUCTION COST: 
Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: Chase 
Daniel; Casey Dunn

KEY PRODUCTS:
BATHROOM VENTILATION: 
Panasonic
CLADDING: San Selmo brick; 
Thermory wood cladding
COOKTOP/OVENS: Wolf
DOOR HARDWARE: Emtek
FAUCETS: Kohler; Hansgrohe
FIREPLACE: Spark Modern 
Fires; Isokern (outdoor)
FLOORING: Moncer
HUMIDITY CONTROL: 
Ultra-Aire
HVAC: Mitsubishi
LIGHTING: Sonneman 
LIGHTING CONTROL: Lutron
OUTDOOR GRILL: Lynx Grills
PAINTS: Benjamin Moore 
PAVERS: Holland Stone; 
Eco-Priora
REFRIGERATOR: Sub-Zero
ROOF WINDOWS: VELUX
SHOWER ENCLOSURE: C.R. 
Laurence
SINKS: Kohler
TOILETS: TOTO
TUBS: Duravit; custom 
UNDERLAYMENT/SHEATH-
ING: ZIP System
WINDOWS/WINDOW WALL 
SYSTEMS: Western Windows

LOWER LEVEL FLOOR PLAN

UPPER LEVEL FLOOR PLAN
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2. Kitchenette
3. Guest Bedroom
4. Guest Bathroom
5. Gym
6. Bathroom
7. Office
8. Bedroom
9. Bathroom
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1. Entry
2. Living
3. Dining
4. Kitchen
5. Office
6. Laundry
7. Mudroom
8. Garage
9. Bedroom
10. Playroom/Den
11. Bedroom
12. Powder
13. Primary Bedroom
14. Primary Bathroom
15. Primary Closet
16. Screened Porch
17. Outdoor Fireplace
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HONOR AWARD / CUSTOM URBAN HOUSE
LAKE | FLATO ARCHITECTS 

COURTYARD HOUSE 

EL PASO, TEXAS

“Courtyard House is so place based; it couldn’t be anywhere 
else,” the jury said. From its tall gabion landscape walls filled 
with stone from the Franklin Mountains on the horizon, to its 
gravel courtyard, 8-foot overhangs, and the use of COR-TEN 
steel and board-formed concrete, the design exhibits a firm 
grasp on the realities of living in El Paso. “El Paso is a tough 
environment, very dry, and the sun is intense,” says project 
manager Steve Raike, AIA. “We looked for a material palette 
that would be durable for the long run.” Those materials turn 
poetic in Lake | Flato’s hands. 
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 Designed for entertaining, retreat, and a 
car collection, the U-shaped Courtyard House 
faces the original house across a large gravel 
square. The owner commissioned the main 
house when he was a bachelor. Now married 
with a family, he took the opportunity to 
purchase the adjacent property and make a 
two-building composition. “Bringing in the 
car collection, which was formerly housed in 
a warehouse, was a big part of the design,” 
Steve says. “He also has a wine collection and 
a lot of art; this project was all about creating 
those spaces the house didn’t have, but also to 
provide an office space, a craft and work room 
for his kids, and a gym and spa.”

 In response to the main house’s site-cast 
concrete, the new building has concrete walls 
that screen the neighbors but is far more open 
and brighter, with floor-to-ceiling glass that 
focuses the view on the courtyard, and deep, 
COR-TEN-covered porches that overlook 
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PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Partner in charge: Steve Raike, 
AIA, Lake | Flato Architects, San Antonio, Texas
BUILDER: The Construction Zone, Phoenix, 
Arizona
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Pamela Dailey and 
Lake | Flato Architects, San Antonio
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Ten Eyck Landscape 
Architects, Austin, Texas
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: Architectural Engi-
neers Collaborative, Austin
MEP ENGINEER: Collaborative Engineering 
Group, Houston
LIGHTING DESIGN: Mazzetti, Denver, Colorado
PROJECT SIZE: 11,674 square feet

SITE SIZE: 1 acre
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: Casey Dunn

KEY PRODUCTS:
CABINETRY: Bulthaup
CLADDING: COR-TEN steel
COOKTOP/OVENS: Wolf
DISHWASHER: Miele
DOOR HARDWARE: Dormakaba 
FAUCETS: Boffi
FIREPLACE: Spark Modern Fires
FLOORING: Muscanell Millworks
GARAGE DOORS: Overhead Door Co.

HVAC SYSTEMS: Daikin VRV
ICEMAKER: Scotsman
LIGHTING: Delray, Lumen, Ingo Maurer, Holly 
Hunt
OUTDOOR GRILL: Kalamazoo
RADIANT HEATING: Bromic Heating
REFRIGERATOR: Sub-Zero
ROOFING: Carlisle TPO
SINKS: Franke
TOILETS: TOTO
TUB: Stone Forest
WINDOWS AND DOORS: Brombal
WINDOW SHADING SYSTEMS: Lutron

FLOOR PLAN
it. The COR-TEN and the gabion 
stone, with its high iron content, 
supply dark, rich reds that blend 
with the earth in that part of Texas 
and help to warm the concrete. 
The interior’s quartersawn walnut 
millwork and oak ceiling slats are 
equally inviting. “We used wood in 
places where you touch and interact 
with it,” Steve says. A curvaceous 
spa tub was formed from a single 
piece of sandstone, and the wall 
behind it is a patinaed bronze panel. 
“The wall has an undulating quality 
with built-in lights that throw light 
up and down the wall at night,” 
Steve says. An outdoor kitchen, 
shower, and meditation space com-
mune with the courtyard.

 Given El Paso’s arid climate, 
Courtyard House goes above and 
beyond its civic duty to harvest the 
seasonal downpours. Underground 
stormwater channels in the parking 
areas and courtyard capture more 
than the volume of precipitation 
required by jurisdiction and release 
it to the water table. And solar arrays 
on the low roof slope generate about 
35 kilowatts of power—enough to 
feed back to the utility grid. The 
judges applauded these measures that 
not only impart an unmistakable 
sense of belonging, but are beautiful-
ly executed.—Cheryl Weber
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CITATION /  
CUSTOM URBAN HOUSE
JOHNSEN SCHMALING ARCHITECTS 

CURTAIN HOUSE 

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

Once besotted by the front façade, one 
barely needs to see any more of this 
urban infill house in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin. It had our jurors at hello: “I love 
the exterior; I love the idea,” said one. 
“It’s bold, but beautifully bold, without 
being a curveball,” said another. 

Curtain House is indeed an “idea” 
house, and the concept is simple but 
resonant. “You go to all the trouble to 
put all that glass on the front of houses, 
but then end up putting up curtains,” 
explains Sebastian Schmaling, AIA. 
“There’s an inherent contradiction be-
tween what you are trying to do—bring 
in light—and then you want privacy. 
Why not put in smaller windows, then? 
Because occasionally you want to open 
the curtains and the windows.”

The front façade’s louvers are a mod-
ern and practical riff on those offending 
curtains. Fabricated from a sturdy 
sandwich of wood with an aluminum 
core, they are pinned only at the top 

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Brian Johnsen, AIA, and 
Sebastian Schmaling, AIA, principals in 
charge; Matt Wendorf, Andrew Cesarz, Ben 
Penlesky, project team, Johnsen Schmaling 
Architects, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
BUILDER: N/A
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Johnsen Schmaling 
Architects
PROJECT SIZE: 3.400 square feet
SITE SIZE: 0.1 acre
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: John J. Macaulay

KEY PRODUCTS
COUNTERTOPS: Neolith
DOOR HARDWARE: Inox
EXTERIOR: StoQuik Silver DrainScreen 
cement board stucco system
FAÇADE MATERIAL: Geolam Soleo (louvers)
FAUCETS: Ruvati (kitchen); Grohe; Kohler
GLASS RAILING HARDWARE: C.R. Laurence
INTERIOR LIGHTING: Juno
KITCHEN APPLIANCES: Bosch
PAINTS: Sherwin-Williams
SINKS/TOILETS/TUB: Duravit
TILE: Crossville
WASHER/DRYER: Miele
WINDOWS: Marvin; Western Windows (lift-
slide doors)

and bottom—in a precise arrangement 
that acts as a brise soleil for the south-
ern exposure, while filtering views and 
light. “Had we used just wood, the 
louvers would look great the day they 
were installed, but then in disrepair in a 
couple of years,” he says.  

“Someone had the guts to do some-
thing so different here, and to do it very 
well,” our jury concluded. 
—S. Claire Conroy
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CITATION / CUSTOM URBAN HOUSE
KEVIN DALY ARCHITECTS 

PALMS HOUSE II 

VENICE, CALIFORNIA

“It’s so Venice,” said one of our judges. “And 
it makes a wonderful courtyard space.” In a 
way, Palms House II is all about creating that 
courtyard space between it and Palms House 
I, also designed by kevin daly Architects for a 
multigenerational family. 

It was important to provide the family—a 
couple with two children and their parents—
with places to come together and be apart. 
Says Kevin, “Everyone has 850 square feet 
to themselves,” including private outdoor 
spaces in addition to the communal court-
yard and pool.

Adding onto your own work is a daunting 
challenge for architects, and the firm was 
adamant about extending the language of the 

first house instead of duplicating it. Expres-
sive screens reappear on the new building, 
too, but wood is the medium instead of 
metal. The new building feels more sinuously 
organic than the older one, tracing the evo-
lution of the firm’s aesthetic. “It was really 
more pragmatic than sculptural,” says Kevin. 
“Privacy on small lots can be very compro-
mised. So we used the screens, terraces, trees 
to keep both houses kind of open. We knew if 
it works from pavilion to pavilion, it works.” 

“It’s not a kit of parts,” said our jury. 
“The design is carried through the entire 
project and feels so cohesive. Even with the 
materials change between the two phases, it 
really hangs together.”—S. Claire Conroy

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Kevin Daly, principal 
in charge; Gretchen Stoecker, 
project architect, kevin daly 
Architects, Los Angeles
BUILDER: CA Construction, Los 
Angeles
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: [place], 
Los Angeles
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: WORK-
POINT Engineering, Los Angeles
PROJECT SIZE: 3,400 square feet
SITE SIZE: 0.123 acre
CONSTRUCTION COST: $588 per 
square foot
PHOTOGRAPHY: Benny Chan; 
Joshua White

KEY PRODUCTS
CLADDING: Thermory White Ash
COUNTERTOPS: Walker Zanger; 
Caesarstone; Corian
DOORS/WINDOWS/WINDOW 
WALL SYSTEMS: Western Win-
dows
FAUCETS: VIGO; Speakman
FIREPLACE: European Home
FLOORING: Concrete, ground 
and polished; Accoya
HEATING: Radiant in-floor
HVAC: Mitsubishi mini-splits in 
bedrooms
INSULATION/HOUSEWRAP: 
Tyvek
KITCHEN APPLIANCES: Miele
SINKS: Kraus (kitchen); Kohler; 
Duravit
SKYLIGHTS: Custom from Sun 
Valley
TOILETS: TOTO
TUBS: Kohler
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CITATION /  
CUSTOM URBAN HOUSE
GO’C  

SOUND HOUSE 

SEATTLE

“Whoever did this is very skilled,” 
said one of our jurors. Perched on a 
steep slope in the Magnolia neigh-
borhood of Seattle, this custom 
home had to absorb a newly blended 
family, while also capturing some of 
the best views in the city. 

“It’s an epic location,” says archi-
tect Aimée O’Carroll, ARB. “You 
have the city, the Sound, and moun-
tains on both sides. But the steep 
slope restricts the area you can go 
into, so we had to figure out how to 
accommodate a family of eight and a 
lot of cars. Because there was an ex-
isting house and an existing garage, 
we could get a little more footprint 
than is currently allowed.”

Because the couple loves to cook 
and entertain, the architects priori-
tized shared spaces. A central living, 
dining, kitchen area rises two sto-
ries, capturing light and vistas from 
the slope side of the property. The 
plan divides an upper level into a 
children’s wing with pod-sized bed-
rooms and a kids’ lounge from the 
primary suite at the opposite end. 
A lower level provides a plethora of 
rainy-day activities and access to the 
pool on pleasant days. Topping off 
the house is a high-tech and low-
tech combination of gardens and 
solar panels. 

A complex plan on a challeng-
ing site, for sure, nonetheless every 
space is executed with a high level of 
custom craft and attention to detail. 
“The stair especially was creatively 
done,” said a juror. “This is an amaz-
ing project for this site.” 
—S. Claire Conroy

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT/INTERIOR DESIGNER: Aimée 
O’Carroll, ARB; Jon Gentry, AIA, GO’C, Seattle
BUILDER: Thomas Fragnoli Construction, 
Seattle
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: Swenson Say 
Faget, Tacoma, Washington
PROJECT SIZE: 5,500 square feet
SITE SIZE: 0.18 acre
CONSTRUCTION COST: $1,000 per square 
foot
PHOTOGRAPHY: Kevin Scott

KEY PRODUCTS
CABINETRY: Custom by Scott Faulkner

CLADDING: T&G cedar with ebony stain; 
Richlite cladding panels
COOKING VENTILATION: Vent-A-Hood
COUNTERTOPS: Carrara marble
DOOR HARDWARE: Emtek; FritsJurgens 
(entry door pivot hardware)
FAUCETS: Dornbracht
KITCHEN SINK: Julien
LIGHTING: Rich Willing Brilliant
RANGE: Lacanche
REFRIGERATOR: True
FIREPLACE: Isokern; Regency
WINDOWS: Quantum WIndows & Doors
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CITATION / RENOVATION
DUMICAN MOSEY ARCHITECTS 

RUSSIAN HILL RESIDENCE 

SAN FRANCISCO

In San Francisco, getting the most 
out of a site is like a game of Tetris, 
but the payoff can be enormous. 
In this case, a decrepit, landlocked 
two-flat with no view and no yard 
is now a four-level home with some 
of the best views in the Bay Area 
and a new lush green space. 

“The house is stunning,” said one 
judge. “And given what was there—a 
dumpy little house on a such a con-
strained end-block site—they had 
the vision to deliver on what those 
views had to offer.” What tipped the 
odds was the clients securing a tiny, 
almost unbuildable adjacent lot. 
The city allowed the architects to 
combine the two lots, providing the 
elbow room to capture those scenic 
opportunities—including the Bay, 
the city skyline, Coit Tower, and 
other coveted landmarks. 

Eric Dumican and his team dug 
down to gain lower-level access to 
the new garden and added a partial 
fourth level to give the primary 
bedroom the pinnacle panorama—
from inside and from a commodious 
terrace. 

Then the challenge was to weave 
the new spaces into a coherent, 
connected dwelling. “Making the 
building flow from floor to floor is 
the most important element,” says 
the architect, who designed a con-
tinuous, sculptural red staircase to 
provide that flow—a vital artery for 
the new life within. 
—S. Claire Conroy

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Eric Dumican, Dumican Mosey 
Architects, San Francisco
BUILDER: Devlin McNally Construction, San 
Francisco
PROJECT SIZE: 3,300 square feet
SITE SIZE: 0.05 acre
CONSTRUCTION COST: $719 per square foot
PHOTOGRAPHY: Blake Marvin

KEY PRODUCTS
CABINET HARDWARE: Häfele
BATH VENTILATION: Panasonic
CLADDING: Custom stained cedar and pow-
der coated aluminum
DOOR HARDWARE: FSB; Omnia
DRYWALL: USG
ENTRY DOORS: Fleetwood; Hex Veneer 

custom door slab
FLOORING: Carlisle; concrete; Ann Sacks’ 
Terrazzo
FAUCETS: Hansgrohe; Blanco
KITCHEN APPLIANCES: Thermador; Blomberg 
(garden level)
LIGHTING: Bega; WAC; Tech
LIGHTING CONTROL: Lutron
PAINTS: Benjamin Moore
RADIANT HEATING: Rinnai
SINKS: Kohler; Wetstyle
TILE: Heath
TOILETS: Duravit; TOTO 
TUBS: Blu Bathworks; Kohler
WASHER/DRYER: Miele
WINDOWS/WINDOW WALL SYSTEMS: 
Fleetwood
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When Bob Gurney’s client ap-
proached him with this renovation 
project in downtown D.C., there 
was almost nothing left to save of 
the 1890s building, part of a row 
of 13 built through the decade. “It 
had not been occupied for 8 or 10 
years, and there was water pouring 
down through the roof. Typically, 
if there are nice historic elements 
to blend in, we will. But this house 
was in shambles.”

 There was little to salvage, and 
yet the local neighborhood council 
insisted on a high level of resto-
ration on the exterior, including 
window muntins and lights, brick 
patterns, and the original front 
door that had had panels punched 
out. Fortunately, builder Ted 
Peterson was more than up to the 
task, and the front and rear eleva-
tion now look better than new.

 Inside, the firm had carte 
blanche to reimagine levels, 
functions, and flow. An existing 
basement was lowered by 16 feet 
and transformed into a workspace 
with separate entrance. An open 
living, dining, and kitchen area 
occupy the main level; the primary 
bedroom takes up the whole sec-
ond level with a new addition; and 
a guest bedroom suite crowns the 
top floor. 

 Our jury admired the aesthet-
ics and livability of the interiors, 
offering special praise for the wide 
metal and wood stair that conveys 
natural light from a skylight down 
through the main levels of the 
house.—S. Claire Conroy 

CITATION /  
RENOVATION
ROBERT M. GURNEY, ARCHITECT 

RIGGS 

WASHINGTON, D.C.

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Robert M. Gurney, FAIA, princi-
pal; Kara R. McHone, project architect, Robert 
M. Gurney, FAIA, Architect, Washington, D.C.
BUILDER: Ted Peterson, Peterson & Collins, 
Inc., Bethesda, Maryland
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Therese Baron Gurney, 
ASID, Baron Gurney Interiors, Washington, D.C.
PROJECT SIZE: 3,668 square feet
SITE SIZE: 0.043 acre
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: Anice Hoachlander

KEY PRODUCTS
COOKTOP: Wolf
COOKING VENTILATION/OVENS: Miele

COUNTERTOPS: Custom; Corian
DISHWASHER: Bosch
ENTRY DOORS/WINDOWS/WINDOW WALLS: 
Pella; Dynamic Fenestration
FAUCETS: Dornbracht; Fantini 
FIREPLACE INSERT: Ortal
LIGHTING CONTROL: Lutron
PAINTS: Sherwin-Williams
REFRIGERATOR/WINE COOLING: Sub-Zero
ROOFING: Green roof system by LiveRoof
SINKS: Franke; Kohler; VIGO
TOILETS: TOTO
TUB: WETSTYLE 
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Middle Garden “utterly trans-
formed the experience of living in the 
house,” a judge said. Indeed, for a 
center-hall colonial on a tight urban 
lot, this was accomplished with a 
rear kitchen and screened porch 
addition no larger than 420 square 
feet. Fitted with skylights and floor-
to-ceiling metal-frame windows, 
the sunny kitchen extends partway 
into the garden, combining the wife’s 
love of cooking with the husband’s 
passion for gardening. An adjacent 
screened porch shades the east-facing 
kitchen as the sun comes around the 
house. It connects to the existing 
living room, and to the backyard 
via wide stairs that double as casual 
garden-side seating.

 “As architects we try to connect 
an addition back to the original 
house, and in some cases sort of 
torture the original footprint and 
back elevation,” says Colleen Healey, 
AIA. “In this case we really let the 
floor plan stay as it was and let 
the addition do the talking to the 
garden.” Still, the existing kitch-
en was reconfigured as a butler’s 
pantry serving the dining room. 
And a powder room was moved into 
the addition, opening a sight line 
through the center hall to the garden. 
White paneled cabinetry and white 
oak flooring help tie together the new 
and old architecture. “The window 
patterns are beautiful,” a judge said, 
praising the addition’s lovely execu-
tion of form and details. 
—Cheryl Weber

CITATION /  
RENOVATION
COLLEEN HEALEY ARCHITECTURE 

MIDDLE GARDEN 

WASHINGTON, D.C.

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Colleen Healey, AIA, Colleen 
Healey Architecture, Washington, D.C.
BUILDER: Matt Proper, Freeman Builders, 
Washington, D.C.
ENGINEER: George Norton, Norton Engi-
neering Consultants, Fairfield, New Jersey
PROJECT SIZE: 420 square feet
SITE SIZE: 0.18 acre
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: Jennifer Hughes

KEY PRODUCTS:
BATH VENTILATION: Panasonic
CLADDING: HardiePanel
COOKTOP/RANGE: JennAir

DECKING: TimberTech
DISHWASHER: Bosch
ENTRY DOORS: Western Windows
FAUCETS: Brio
HVAC SYSTEM: Mitsubishi
ICEMAKER: JennAir
INSULATION/HOUSE WRAP: ZIP System
LIGHTING: WAC
LIGHTING CONTROL: Lutron Decora
PAINTS: Benjamin Moore
REFRIGERATOR: JennAir
ROOFING: EPDM
SINKS: Kraus 
SKYLIGHTS: VELUX
WINDOWS: Windsor Windows
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In the world of dual-purpose dwellings, Gradient House 
in Portland does many things exceptionally well, from its 
respect for the scale of the street, to the dramatic daylighting, 
to incorporating a smart work wing for several employees. 
All together it doubled the size the postwar house it replaced, 
but you can’t tell from the street. Linden, Brown Architecture 
set the top of the wall at 8 feet, the same height as the existing 
house. “In doing so, it set the perfect horizontal datum be-
tween wall and where the roof springs up,” says Christopher 
Brown, AIA. “In the house it feels intimate and residential; in 
the perpendicular design studio, as the floor steps down, the 
datum remains, so the sense of space increases.” 

 The living areas and primary suite face the street, while 
the studio bar extends into the backyard, enclosing a gravel 
courtyard and its convivial firepit and raised beds. On both 

HONOR AWARD /  
ARCHITECTURAL INTERIORS
LINDEN, BROWN ARCHITECTURE 

GRADIENT HOUSE AND STUDIO 

PORTLAND, OREGON
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volumes, tall roof monitors are flipped 
in different directions to unobtrusively 
capture as much light as possible. A light 
monitor on the mezzanine above the pri-
mary suite “puts you right up against the 
glass, with a beautiful view to the river 
and St. John’s Bridge,” Christopher says.

 “They did a nice job of pulling in all 
the high light from the courtyard so it 
didn’t disrupt the scale of the street,” a 
judge said.

 Not to be outdone, the materials 
set the pace as well as the stage. In the 
residential spaces, battened maple wall 
paneling creates cadence and scale, while 
white ceilings bounce light from the 
monitors into the rooms. Those battens 
and the stairways’ topless guardrail an-
chor the interior character. A local steel 
fabricator fashioned the steel pickets 
from off-the-shelf, 11/4-inch-diameter 
pipes. “In some cases, the vertical 
pickets rise up and turn and become the 

handrail,” Christopher says. “It creates 
a beautiful sinuous geometry with differ-
ent elbows ground smooth to make those 
transitions.” Their warm bronze finish 
complements the maple walls and floors 
and walnut kitchen cabinetry.

 While using the same kit of parts, 
that grain of detail is more relaxed in 
the workspace. But the craftsmanship 
shines just as brightly, thanks to the 
contractor’s woodworking and fash-
ion design background. “He fitted out 
interiors in Toronto for couture fashion 
brands like Hermès and Louis Vuitton; 
he approached it in an elevated way,” 
says Christopher. Containing a lounge, 
bath, and sliding glass doors to the 
courtyard, the studio could be con-
verted into two bedrooms by a future 
buyer. The judges praised the handling 
of materials and the treatment of light, 
agreeing that “it all works together.” 
—Cheryl Weber
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PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Christopher Brown, AIA, Linden, 
Brown Architecture, Portland, Oregon
BUILDER: Callum Clark, Structure Build, 
Portland
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Christopher Brown, 
Linden, Brown Architecture
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Wesley Younie, 
Portland
ENGINEER: Eric Pfau, Grummel Engineering, 
Portland
PROJECT SIZE: 3,600 square feet
SITE SIZE: 0.21 acres

CONSTRUCTION COST: $360 per square foot
PHOTOGRAPHY: Jeremy Bittermann

KEY PRODUCTS
CABINETRY: Custom walnut and maple
COOKING VENTILATION: Best
COOKTOP/OVENS/DISHWASHER: Bosch
COUNTERTOPS: Custom concrete
DECKING: Custom mahogany
ENTRY DOOR HARDWARE: Ashley Norton
FAUCETS: California Faucets, Watermark
FIREPLACE: RAIS Viva L gas stove

LIGHTING: Astro, Sonneman, Andrew Neyer, 
Rich Brilliant Willing 
LIGHTING CONTROL: Legrand
PAINTS: Benjamin Moore
PASSAGE DOOR HARDWARE: Baldwin
REFRIGERATOR: Fisher & Paykel
ROOFING: PermaLock Aluminum Shingles
SINKS: Custom integrated concrete
TOILET: TOTO
TUB: Kohler
WINDOWS/WINDOW WALL SYSTEMS: Marvin

FLOOR PLAN | a. Breezeway | b. Dining Room | c. Kitchen | d. Living Room 
e. Study | f. Primary Suite | g. Studio Entry | h. Conference 
i . Studio Workspace | j . Studio Lounge | k. Garage | l .Summer Garden 
m. Fall Garden | n. Winter Garden | o. View Terrace

FLOOR PLAN
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foundational moves, it was the interi-
ors that wowed the jury. “For such a 
small building, it feels airy and clean, 
and that’s hard to do in this medium,” 
a judge noted. They applauded the 
sawtooth ceilings, as well as the new 
windows that bend up into the roof 
in the living room, dining room, and 
primary bedroom. “It isn’t a sunny 
site but an iconic Mill Valley site with 
the stream and redwoods,” explains 
Heidi Richardson, FAIA. “With the 

CITATION /  
ARCHITECTURAL INTERIORS
RICHARDSON PRIBUSS ARCHITECTS 

REDWOOD COTTAGE 

MARIN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

The renovation of this small cottage 
resulted in a more direct entry se-
quence and an exposed third gable 
that was hidden by a shed-roofed 
addition. But apart from these critical 

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Heidi Richardson, AIA, and 
Andrew Pribuss, AIA, Richardson Pribuss 
Architects, Mill Valley, California
BUILDER: Abacus Builders, Corte Madera, 
California
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Jack Dakin and Danielle 
Velasco, Richardson Pribuss Architects
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Gretchen Whittier, 
Arterra Landscape Architects, San Francisco
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: Turbin Structural 
Engineering, Mill Valley, California
PROJECT SIZE: 1,600 square feet
SITE SIZE: 0.18 acre
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld

PHOTOGRAPHY: Thibault Cartier

KEY PRODUCTS
CLADDING: Nusky Fireblock
COUNTERTOPS: M. Teixtera soapstone, cus-
tom hemlock
DECKING: Western red cedar
DISHWASHER: Miele
ENGINEERED LUMBER: Douglas fir
ENTRY DOORS: Sun Valley Bronze hardware, 
Della Lever
FAUCETS: Dornbracht
FIREPLACE: Ortal
FLOORING: Dinesen white oak
FOUNDATION: Helical piers

HARDWARE: Rocky Mountain Hardware
ICEMAKER: Sub-Zero
LIGHTING: Unique Lighting, Allied Maker 
spot, StickBulb pendant
OVENS/DISHWASHER: Miele
PAINT: Benjamin Moore Hidden Falls 712 (ex-
terior); C2 Scallywag 727 (kitchen cabinets)
REFRIGERATOR: Sub-Zero
SHOWER ENCLOSURE/TUB: Kohler
SINKS: Blanco, Haussmann Natural Stone
SKYLIGHTS: Royalite 
TOILETS: TOTO
TUB: Kohler
WALLBOARD: EcoStucco lime plaster
WINDOWS: Jada

two windows that face the stream 
and fold up into skylights, you get the 
redwoods and the stream together. As 
you move around in that space, you’re 
always aware of that.”

The removal of a central Tahoe-like 
stone fireplace also cleared sight lines 
through the house, and a bedroom was 
sacrificed to enlarge the entryway. “We 
grew the house in the front by around 
90 square feet, but all of a sudden that 
gave us a strong rectangle in which to 
put the kitchen, dining, living areas,” 
Heidi says. Praising the “great detail-
ing,” a judge noted that it “feels warm 
and livable, like a lovely place to be.” 
—Cheryl Weber
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HONOR AWARD /  
CUSTOM OUTDOOR LIVING DESIGN
LAKE | FLATO ARCHITECTS 

VERDE CREEK RANCH 

CENTER POINT, TEXAS

Ranch culture is distilled to its essence in Lake | Flato’s design 
for a family property owned by siblings. On their 2,000-acre 
ranch, the clients wanted a series of independent dwellings 
that would be “really modest and unnoticeable, so you could 
drive by and have no idea this is back there,” says project 
architect Laura Jensen, AIA. Along a bend in the creek, the 
camp-like enclave was tucked into a clearing between a rocky 
hillside and cypress trees. A bar-shaped shared living volume 
and separate sleeping cabins are pushed to the edges of the 
site, forming a rough U shape around that open space. Stag-
gered Lueders limestone pavers knit together the buildings 
along the resulting courtyard.

70 RESIDENTIALDESIGNMAGAZINE.COM  VOL. 3, 2023

RD ARCHITECTURE AWARDS 2023



 Approaching from a parking court on the south, visi-
tors arrive on an entry path that intersects a mudroom on 
the right and the bar-shaped living volume on the left. The 
path continues north to the primary sleeping cabin under 
a covered walkway, whose discontinuous metal rooflines 
elegantly navigate the level change. Made of board-formed 
concrete and Lueders limestone, the primary cabin, parking 
area, and mudroom are built partially into the hillside on the 
east. In contrast, the two cabins on the west are structurally 
light. Clad in cypress and lifted off the ground, they anchor 
the compound’s lower creekside edge. The main building 
bridges those two conditions. Wrapped in cypress and 
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PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Ted Flato, FAIA, principal in 
charge; Laura Kaupp Jensen, AIA, project 
manager; Megan Toma, AIA, Camille 
Lane, and Sam Xu, AIA, project designers, 
Lake | Flato Architects, San Antonio, Texas
BUILDER: Duecker Construction, 
Stonewall, Texas
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Schooler, Kellogg & 
Co., Dallas
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Studio Outside, 
Dallas
PROJECT SIZE: 4,159 square feet (3,861 
conditioned)
SITE SIZE: 2,000 acres
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: Casey Dunn

KEY PRODUCTS
BATH VENTILATION: Panasonic
CABINETRY/MILLWORK: Custom cypress
CABINETRY AND DOOR HARDWARE: 
Rocky Mountain Hardware
CLADDING: Cypress, Lueders limestone
COOKING VENTILATION: Vent-A-Hood
COOKTOP/RANGE/OUTDOOR GRILL/
SPECIALTY APPLIANCES: Wolf
COUNTERTOPS: Custom concrete by 
Newbold Stone
DISHWASHER: Bosch
FAUCETS: Kallista
FOUNDATION: Concrete
HOME CONTROL: Lutron
HUMIDITY CONTROL EQUIPMENT: Ultra 
Aire by Santa Fe
HVAC SYSTEMS: Mitsubishi
ICEMAKER/REFRIGERATOR/WINE COOL-
ING: Sub-Zero
INSULATION: Benjamin Obdyke 
HydroGap drainable housewrap
LIGHTING: BK Lighting, USAI, Optic Arts, 
Tech Lighting, Schoolhouse Electric
LIGHTING CONTROL: Lutron
PAINTS/STAINS/COATINGS: Valhalla, 
Cabot
PAVERS: Oklahoma Stone
PHOTOVOLTAICS: Hanwha PV, Tesla 
batteries
ROOFING: Galvalume 
SINKS: Julien, Franke, custom concrete by 
Newbold Stone
TOILETS: TOTO
TUBS: Americh
WASHER/DRYER: Whirlpool
WINDOW SHADING: Lutron Palladiom
WINDOW WALL SYSTEMS: Solar 
Innovations
WINDOWS: Custom wood by Dover 
Millwork
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anchored by a limestone fireplace, it is 
raised slightly to allow water to wash un-
der it, but the courtyard side was infilled 
with a few feet of earth so the owners 
could walk out. “We wanted to maintain 
that feeling of walking into the clearing,” 
Laura says. “A two-horse barn is at one 
end, and a ha-ha wall preserves the view 
across the clearing.” 

 Lake | Flato’s elastic design provides 
both intimate and expansive zones. 
“They didn’t want oversized spaces, but 
something that would feel comfortable 
for two people or a giant crowd,” Laura 
says. “We made sure the spaces were 
scaled cozily for a smaller group. Every-

thing is pushed outside to the porches 
and courtyard if they have a party.” 
Guests gravitate to the game room and a 
large screened porch that form an L off 
the living volume. From there, you can 
see down the creek to the lake.

 Natural materials such as exposed 
Douglas fir framing, oak floors, and cy-
press interior walls and cabinetry imbue 
the buildings with an almost primitive 
quality. Countertops have integral 
concrete sinks, and all the baths have 
the same fixtures, lending a quietness 
to the whole. “The buildings belong to 
their places so strongly,” a judge said 
appreciatively.—Cheryl Weber

FLOOR PLAN
1. Main Room
2. Main Bath
3. Mudroom
4. Kitchen
5. Dining
6. Living
7. Living Porch
8. Game Porch
9. Game Room
10. Girl’s Cabin One
11. Girl’s Cabin Two
12. Guest Parking
13. Carport
14. Storage
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HONOR AWARD /  
CUSTOM ACCESSORY OR 
OUTBUILDING
LAKE | FLATO ARCHITECTS 

VERDE CREEK RANCH BOATHOUSE 

CENTER POINT, TEXAS

Cypress, naturally, is the theme that ties Verde 
Creek Ranch Boathouse to its location. A 
shared amenity for the three siblings who 
own the ranch, it references the land’s cypress 
trees, which also inspired Lake | Flato’s 
treatment of the family cabins nearby. Here, 
the architects’ open-ended mandate was to 
provide not only a place to stack kayaks and 
paddleboards but to celebrate the glories of 
a lazy Texas lake. Sited near a giant oak and 
existing deck where the clients have picnics, 
the boathouse straddles the coastal zone be-
tween the restored landscape and the water. 
Its roof pitches up to the north, shading the 
occupants from the hot sun. “It’s lovely how 
the boathouse lifts to the view yet has some 
enclosure,” a judge commented.
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PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Ted Flato, FAIA, 
principal in charge; Laura 
Kaupp Jensen, AIA, proj-
ect manager; Sam Xu, AIA, 
Megan Toma, AIA, project de-
signers, Lake | Flato Architects, 
San Antonio, Texas
BUILDER: Duecker Construc-
tion, Stonewall, Texas
INTERIOR DESIGNER: 
Schooler, Kellogg & Co., 
Dallas
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: 
Studio Outside, Dallas
PROJECT SIZE: 2,722 square 
feet
SITE SIZE: 2,000 acres
CONSTRUCTION COST: 
Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: Casey Dunn

KEY PRODUCTS
CABINETRY AND DOOR 
HARDWARE: Sugatsune, 
Emtek
CABINETRY AND MILL-
WORK: Cypress
CEILING FAN: MinkaAire
COUNTERTOPS: Stainless 
steel
FLOATING DOCK: AccuDock
LIGHTING: BK Lighting, Barn 
Light Electric
OUTDOOR GRILL: DCS
ROOFING: Paint grip metal 
roof 
WOOD SIDING/SLATS: 
Cypress
WOOD STAIN: Valhalla

 From a distance the building 
appears light and transparent, like 
a dragonfly skimming the liquid 
surface. Along the gangway, boats are 
stored in a cypress-slatted enclosure 
opposite the slips. An outdoor grill 
area sits along the corridor next to the 
screened porch. This space is defined 
by a thickened, cypress-clad western 
wall containing storage closets on 
the outside and a kitchenette on the 
inside—just big enough for a stainless 
steel countertop, sink, and under-
counter fridge. Behind the screened 
porch is a more exposed sunbathing 
porch. And a lower dock sits on float-
ers, allowing it to rise and fall with the 
water level. “Each family had some 
requests, and one of them wanted to 
be able to jump off the roof into the 
water,” Laura says. Other family 
members vetoed that idea, but as a 
compromise the architects gave them 
a diving platform out on the lake.

 A world unto itself, “the 
boathouse sits so slightly on the land-
scape, it’s almost weightless,” a judge 
said. “It’s kind of like a dock or pier 
that got made into a building.” 
—Cheryl Weber

SITE PLAN
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Upon Closer Inspection Excellence Stands Out

888-443-7937 Visit DryerWallVent.com

Made in 
the USA

Deep-Drawn 
Galvalume® Steel
Powder Coated - Shown White

Model DWV4W

Sight To SeeSight To See

While the DryerWallVent blends in at a distance, 
you’ll discover unique details that make it stand out 
when looking closely.

Deep-Drawn Galvalume steel and powder coating 
ensure this sharp vent closure will look good now 
and long into the future.

®

Integrated Magnets/Rubber Bumpers

Powder Coated

Deep-Drawn Galvalume Steel

Lightweight Galvalume® Damper

Gravity Assist Angled Closure

Secondary Backing Plate

Built-in Drip Edge



CITATION / CUSTOM ACCESSORY OR OUTBUILDING
S^A | SCHWARTZ AND ARCHITECTURE 

LEIT HOUSE 

SONOMA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

The site’s geological formations 
became a metaphorical motif for 
this little black dress of a dwell-
ing. Its fire-resistant cementitious 
stucco, blackened cedar, and sculp-
tural metal roof were inspired by the 
wildfire-scarred landscape strewn 
with volcanic rocks. “I remember go-
ing to pick one up and being surprised 
at how lightweight it was,” says Neal 
J. Z. Schwartz, FAIA. “We wanted to 
reference the rocks, the history of the 
Nuns Fire, and the chance it would 
come through again.”

Conceived as a multifunctional 
slab-on-grade pavilion set along a 
service core, the building contains 
two bedrooms and a bath, a com-
pact kitchen and living space, and 
a sheltered outdoor cooking area. 

Folding glass wall systems stack neatly 
against the charred-wood partial 
walls, throwing open the building 
to the wild setting. That openness is 
balanced by a dark, massive roof with 
deep overhangs that protect the occu-
pants from the powerful sun. Framed 
with prefabricated wood trusses—a 
conventional building system manip-
ulated to creative effect—its floating 
appearance hints at the rocks’ para-
doxical qualities of being heavy and 
light at the same time. 

The jury was captivated by the 
concept and execution. “The roofline 
has a slight bend in it that’s working 
with the landscape,” a judge observed. 
“The basalt is an interesting part of it, 
and it’s very sculptural.” 
—Cheryl Weber

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Neal J. Z. Schwartz, FAIA, 
principal in charge; Christopher W. Baile, 
project architect; Ania Burlinska, project 
designer,  S^A | Schwartz and Architecture, 
San Francisco
BUILDER: Eames Construction, Petaluma, 
California
INTERIOR DESIGNER: S^A | Schwartz and 
Architecture
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Totem Landscape 
Services, Sonoma, California
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: Framework Engi-
neering, Oakland, California
PROJECT SIZE: 816 square feet
SITE SIZE: 39 acres
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: Douglas Sterling

KEY PRODUCTS
BATH VENTILATION: Panasonic
CABINETRY: ApplePly maple
COOKTOP/RANGE: Bosch
DISHWASHER: Bosch
FAUCETS: Brizo
HOME CONTROL: Lutron
REFRIGERATOR: Bosch
ROOF TRUSS SYSTEM: All Truss
SINKS: Franke, Nameeks’ Sacarabeo
TILE: Fireclay, Heath
WASHER/DRYER: Bosch
WINDOWS: Andersen Windows
WINDOW WALL SYSTEMS: NanaWall 
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CITATION / CUSTOM 
ACCESSORY OR 
OUTBUILDING
PBW ARCHITECTS 

BOATHOUSE 

COASTAL WASHINGTON

When you can arrive at your home 
by boat or seaplane, the boathouse 
becomes the major threshold to the 
property, ushering you from sea to shore 
to shelter. PBW’s Boathouse in coastal 
Washington replaces a rotting wooden 
structure and attempts to restore its 
deteriorating shoreline connection as 
well—all while creating more “outside 
than inside” for the clients to enjoy. 

The highly flexible building can 
open up for a summertime crab feast or 
hunker down for a soothing cup of tea 
by the fire on a blustery winter’s day. In 
a pinch, it makes a fine guest house for a 
short stay. Yet for all that utility, it “sits 
so lightly on the landscape,” said our 
judges. “It seems so weightless. It’s kind 
of like a dock or a pier that got made 
into a building.”

And that was the core concept, says 
Dan Wickline. “Our goal was to make the 
structure as light as possible. In fact, the 
entire volume is smaller than what was 
there before. We had quite a few meetings 
to go over that—how much space do we 
want outside our inside? There was never 
a need to maximize the interior volume. 
The intent was to stay modest and build 
only what was really needed.” 
—S. Claire Conroy

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Dan Wickline, principal 
architect; Philip Burkhardt, project archi-
tect; Kelby Riegsecker, architect, PBW 
Architects, Seattle, Washington
BUILDER: Dalgarno Construction, East-
sound, Washington
INTERIOR DESIGNER: LeeAnn Baker, Lee-
Ann Baker Interiors, Seattle
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Green Man Land-
scape & Design, Friday Harbor, Washington
PROJECT SIZE: 634 square feet
SITE SIZE: 5 acres
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: Andrew Pogue Photogra-
phy; Taj Howe Photography

KEY PRODUCTS
CLADDING: Stained tight knot cedar
CABINET HARDWARE: Sugatsune

COUNTERTOPS: Caesarstone, concrete
DISHWASHER: Bosch
DOORS/WINDOWS/WINDOW WALLS: 
Dynamic Fenestration
ENGINEERED LUMBER: Weyerhaeuser
FAUCETS: Grohe; Hansgrohe
FIREPLACE: Element4
FLOORING: Carlisle
INSULATION/HOUSEWRAP: Henry Blueskin
LIGHTING: Rich Brilliant Willing; Juniper 
Design
MILLWORK/MOULDING/TRIM: Thermory 
USA
REFRIGERATOR: Sub-Zero
ROOFING: Taylor Metal Products
SINKS: Duravit; Elkay
TOILET: TOTO
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put a skin on it, we looked at repetition, 
symmetry, how to make the structur-
al shoring and bracing into beautiful 
x’s,” says Nicole. “How the fasteners 
can be countersunk so you don’t see 
them, and how to sandwich the netting 
so you don’t see the attachment.” The 
locally sourced eastern white cedar was 
left unfinished and flashed with zinc. 
Rabbit wire wrapping the sides and 
roof was dug 3 feet into the ground so 
predators can’t burrow under it, but 
the 1-inch openings are large enough 
to admit beneficial insects such as bees. 
“It’s an original, inspired, humble 
little uncomplicated project, but very 
clear, with a high level of craft,” a judge 
said.—Cheryl Weber

CITATION / CUSTOM ACCESSORY OR OUTBUILDING
NICOLE MIGEON ARCHITECT 

THE FRUIT CAGE 

WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

Sturdy, meticulously crafted, and 
made with sustainable materials, the 
Fruit Cage is a conceptual cousin to 
this rural property’s main barn, which 
was also designed by Nicole Migeon, 
AIA. Its purpose: to be open to the 
elements while kindly encouraging 
fowl and four-legged foragers to 
dine elsewhere. At 12-feet by 26 feet 
and 121/2 feet tall, the timber-frame 
structure has flush diagonal bracing, 
site-fabricated trusses, and vertical 
battens. A blackened stainless-steel 
latch, made by a local metalsmith, 
opens the door to a brick path flanked 
by two planting beds. 

“I love the rhythm of it,” said a 
judge. That was the idea. “Rather than 

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Nicole Migeon, AIA, 
principal; Nicole Scope, project man-
ager; Sebastian Quinn, RA, project 
architect, Nicole Migeon Architect, 
New York, New York
BUILDER: Chris Seaver, Seaver and 
Sons Custom Builders, Charlemont, 
Massachusetts
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: David 
Vreeland Structural Engineer, Leyden, 
Massachusetts
PROJECT SIZE: 520 square feet
SITE SIZE: 10 acres
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: TCS Photography; 
Paul Teeling Photography

KEY PRODUCTS
CLADDING: Eastern white cedar
STRUCTURE: Eastern white cedar
RABBIT FENCING: Metal 1-by-1-inch 
wire
DOOR HINGES: Marvin
FASTENERS: G.R. Fasteners; Timber-
LOK
FLASHING: Recycled zinc
FOUNDATION: Sonotube
ROOF TRUSSES: Custom
TRUSS CONNECTIONS: Simpson 
Strong-Tie
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A lake house is meant to be lived out-
doors. This part-time property near 
Dallas splits the difference between 
indoors and out. Under a long roofline 
that pitches up to the north and the lake 
view, the public spaces are outside—
kitchen, dining, living, anchored by a 
Lueders stone fireplace. A single room 
wide and connected by a hall on the 
south edge, the enclosed lounge, bunk-
room, and primary suite have pocketing 

doors on opposite sides to draw in the 
prevailing breezes. 

 “The outdoor living spaces are so 
generous, while the indoor spaces feel 
secluded and private,” says Vicki Yuan, 
AIA. “It offers a nice contrast between 
gathering as a group and being alone.” 
As precisely detailed as a small yacht, 
oak built-ins make each small room 
seem larger, as do clerestories that share 
light among them. The north side over-

looks an 80-foot-long pool and spa, and 
the lake beyond.

 In tune with the forest setting, pine 
panels line the exterior and interior, 
while Douglas fir columns support the 
all-wood structure. Concrete floors 
continue outside to form the pool 
decking and a sunken firepit lounge. 
“Luxury isn’t about building big; you 
can do a lot with a little through great 
proportions and the sense of space,” 
Vicki says.

 A judge agreed, noting, “The rela-
tionship between the pool and outdoor 
living is very lovely. It’s a rigorous 
layout and a very clear concept.” 
—Cheryl Weber

CITATION / CUSTOM OUTDOOR LIVING
LAKE | FLATO ARCHITECTS 

AEGEAN POOL HOUSE 

MINEOLA, TEXAS

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Ted Flato, FAIA, principal in 
charge; Vicki Yuan, AIA, project architect; 
Justin Ford, AIA, Lake | Flato Architects, San 
Antonio, Texas
BUILDER: Don Romer Construction, 
Colleyville, Texas
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Wendy Konradi Interior 
Design, Dallas
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Hocker Design, 
Dallas
MEP ENGINEER: Positive Energy, Austin, 
Texas
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: Structure Works, 
Austin
LIGHTING DESIGN: Studio Lumina, Austin
LANDSCAPER: Landvisions, Tyler, Texas

PROJECT SIZE: 1,280 square feet (620 square 
feet conditioned)
SITE SIZE: 5 acres
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: Casey Dunn

KEY PRODUCTS
CLADDING: Stained pine
COUNTERTOPS: Arizona Tile
DECKING: Concrete slab
ENTRY DOORS: Marvin
EXTERIOR STAIN: Sikkens
FAUCETS: Lynx Professional, Outdoor Shower 
Company
FIREPLACE: Woodland Direct 
FLOORING: Concrete

HVAC SYSTEM: American Standard
INTERIOR CABINETRY: Custom oak
LIGHTING: Lumiere, Tech
MILLWORK: Wilsonart laminated metal 
outdoor cabinets
ROOFING: Standing seam paint grip steel
SINKS: Watermark
THERMAL/MOISTURE BARRIER: GCP 
PERM-A-BARRIER
TOILETS: TOTO
WINDOW SHADING SYSTEMS: J. Geiger 
roller shades
WINDOW WALL SYSTEMS: Metal-Craft 
Sliding Pocket Doors
WINDOWS: Custom wood windows
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The judges applauded Ark Cabin 
for its “modular idea about how to 
build.” This 646-square-foot va-
cation home in the Wuhan woods 
consists primarily of glulam and 
plywood modules that were built 
in a factory and assembled on-
site. “We call it digital wood, like 
LEGOs only much bigger,” says 
architect Mu Wei. 
 The first thing you notice is 
the skewed hipped roof, made of 
hand-charred wood and metal 
panels. Inside, its steep pitch and 
deep eaves create a cozy loft con-
taining two bedrooms. At ground 
level are two simple rooms—a 
kitchen/eating area and a living 
room and bathroom. A long deck 
bisects those two main spaces and 
extends into the woods, blurring 
the boundary between home and 
terrain. 
 “We wanted to create a spatial 
experience that could be fully 
integrated into nature, with a 
huge terrace extending into the 
forest under the eaves, and a 
separate room with a fireplace, so 
the family can still get a relatively 
independent space from each other 
during the vacation,” the archi-
tects wrote in their description.

 One of about 30 small vacation 
homes Wiki World plans to build 
in this enclave, Ark Cabin has con-
cealed cooling and lighting systems 
to accentuate its pure geometries. 
“With the form and massing, it’s 
like a tent in the woods,” a judge 
said.—Cheryl Weber

CITATION /  
RESIDENTIAL SPECIAL 
CONSTRAINTS
WIKI WORLD 

ARK CABIN 

WUHAN, CHINA

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECTS: Mu Wei, 
Wu Baorong, Feng 
Zhaoxian, Zhang Ying-
chun, Li Jiqi, Wiki World, 
Wuhan, China
BUILDER: Wiki World, 
Wuhan, China
PROJECT SIZE: 646 
square feet
SITE SIZE: 0.5 acre
CONSTRUCTION COST: 
$90 per square foot
PHOTOGRAPHY: Wiki 
World
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Take Efficiency Through the Roof

888-443-7937 Visit DryerJack.com

NEW
Deep-Drawn 
Galvalume® Steel
Shown Powder Coated
Model DJK477BR

Until now, there was no way to use an out-of-the-box 
roof vent for clothes dryers.  Code disallows screens 
and requires a damper.  Even when modified, the old 
vents are too airflow restrictive.

The DryerJack® is the one choice specifically designed 
to meet the demanding needs of venting dryers.  
Explore DryerJack.com to learn how the patented 
curved damper delivers superior efficiency and helps 
minimize an otherwise serious fire risk.

Patented Efficiency & Protection
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HONOR AWARD /  
CUSTOM ON THE BOARDS
TOMECEK STUDIO 

CEMETERY RESIDENCE 

SALIDA, COLORADO

When Residential Design first covered this work in progress 
four years ago, it was all systems go. Some costs for the build-
ing had come in a little high, which had the team working on 
value engineering a few key choices in the design. The vision 
for the project was compelling—to the clients, the firm, and 
this magazine: a rustic, spiritually connected off-the-grid 
home just a stone’s throw from an old cemetery in Salida, 
Colorado. Imagine thinking deeply about past lives and tra-
ditions, our current lives and how we might add meaning to 
them, and the next life that may await us—all in one project. 
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 The location, on a raised plateau in 
the valley with 360-degree mountain 
views, is incomparable and imbued 
with its own spiritual overtones. And 
the neighbors—well, they are quiet, if 
somewhat disquieting. The most recent 
burial, says architect Brad Tomecek, 
was likely in the 1990s, judging by the 

headstones, and there are still visitors 
to the site every now and then. Other 
burial markers, many of them splintered 
and worn wooden memorials, date back 
to the 1800s. The passage of time and 
the cycle of life are palpable there. 

 These were among the elements 
that Brad and his team sought to syn-
thesize into a home—one that would 
serve as a weekend getaway in the 
near term and eventually a retirement 
home. They hoped to channel the 
beauty of the natural surroundings 
and evoke a sense of what might 
await us in the next realm. The latter 
prompted deep research into burial 
traditions through the millennia.

 As planned, the journey begins on 
the “terrestrial” main level, containing 
the kitchen, living, and dining areas, 
plus three bedrooms, then moves up-
ward toward the “celestial” level, a loft 
with a creative studio and observation 
deck that takes in those 360-degree 
views—of the cemetery, the mountains, 
and the heavens.

 Our jury called the house “very 
poetic,” yet also very appropriate to 

its place. “The architects thought a lot 
about the neighbors and the context. It 
really belongs in Salida. And, from the 
perspective of would you want to see the 
project get built, this gets our vote.” 

  Conceived in 2019, the project went 
on hold during the pandemic, but Brad 
has not given up. “We were tracking 
to go into construction the summer of 
COVID. And it destroyed everything 
about clarity of scheduling, moving for-
ward, the supply chain. And we’re still 
in limbo,” he says. “But there’s energy 
there and we’re hopeful. We’d really like 
to see it get built.”—S. Claire Conroy
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PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Brad Tomecek, Tomecek Studio, 
Denver
BUILDER: Fish Builders, Salida, Colorado
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Tomecek Studio
PROJECT SIZE: 1,657 square feet
SITE SIZE: 10.8 acres
RENDERINGS/PHOTOGRAPHY: Tomecek 
Studio

KEY PRODUCTS
CLADDING: Reclaimed local barnwood, 
Telluride Stone Co.
COUNTERTOPS: Caesarstone
DECKING: Cumaru
DOOR HARDWARE: Emtek
KITCHEN APPLIANCES: Fisher & Paykel

LIGHTING: WAC
ROOFING: Bridger Steel Metal Standing Seam
ROOF WINDOWS: VELUX
SPA: Diamond Spa
THERMAL/MOISTURE BARRIER: Zip System
WASHER/DRYER: GE
WINDOWS: Alpen

SITE CEMETERY
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If you would like to advertise 
in this special section, please 

contact MIKE SERINO at  
(630) 699-2004 or  

Mike@SOLAbrands.com.



CITATION /  
ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS
S^A | SCHWARTZ AND ARCHITECTURE 

A MOURNING DOVECOTE 

SONOMA, CALIFORNIA

The second home that Neal Schwartz, 
FAIA, designed for himself and his 
husband in 2012 functioned perfectly 
well until working there during the 
pandemic prompted thoughts of adding 
a studio—and eventually living there full 
time. But where to open the wall? With 
clerestories wrapping the public zone, 
the best option was to slip it under a 
7-foot beam below the living room win-
dow. From there it takes wing, soaring to 
18 feet and lit by a skylight hidden by the 
high angled ceiling. Looking around for 
rural precedents for the odd, tower-like 
space, Neal landed on the notion of a 
modern dovecote—an ode to the mourn-
ing doves he loves listening to.

The calm, chapel-like volume 
became a canvas to explore that story 
line. Gray laser-feathered metal roof 

shingles were fabricated at half the cost 
of a standing seam roof. Cast-bronze 
door handles, inspired by Alvar Aalto’s 
handle design for a Helsinki bookstore, 
were wrapped in leather strapping. 
And a sheer silk curtain between the 
house and studio was printed with 
patterns from Richard Barnes’ Mur-
mur series, which captured starlings 
in flight. The jury applauded the 
project’s many thoughtful details. “I 
love the floor window—it’s a beautiful 
detail for a workspace,” said a judge, 
referring to the 12-foot-wide-by-30-
inch-high window at the base of the 
canted back wall. At the top of the 
wall, built-in nesting boxes make good 
on the dovecote’s promise. 
—Cheryl Weber

PROJECT CREDITS
ARCHITECT: Neal J. Z. Schwartz, S^A | 
Schwartz and Architecture, San Francisco
BUILDER: Brian Cutright, Cutright Con-
struction, Sonoma, California
INTERIOR DESIGNER: S^A | Schwartz 
and Architecture
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Totem Land-
scape Services, Sonoma, California
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: iAssociates, 
Alameda, California
PROJECT SIZE: 380 square feet
SITE SIZE: 1 acre
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld
PHOTOGRAPHY: Douglas Sterling

KEY PRODUCTS
CLADDING: Red cedar
ENTRY DOOR LOCKSETS: Baldwin
FINISHES: Plaster from Orit Yanai Studio 
(interior), Tadelakt plaster (exterior 
courtyard)
FLOORING: DuroDesign Cork
FURNITURE: CRI / Herman Miller
MILLWORK: Custom English sycamore 
veneer
ROOFING: Custom from Metal Sales
ROOF WINDOWS: Custom from IDM 
Glass
WINDOWS: Fleetwood
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Capacity for any occasion with refrigerator, freezer, and wine storage.
Exclusive Juniper finish provides unique style and sophistication.

Because the best kitchens are a reflection of vision and function.

INTRODUCING True Insider Trade Rewards
Register now to receive exclusive benefits as a True insider
TRUE-RESIDENTIAL.COM/TRADE



What  does  Boundless™ mean?  Hav ing the 
insp irat ion ,  innovat ion and product  choices 
to  des ign and bui ld  any th ing.  For  s tar ters .
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