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As with previous issues of V1A, "Determinants of
Form" explores a single theme. Interest in the theme
began in a design studio among architecture studenrs
concerned with identifying rhe fundamental forces
that shape natural and man-made environments.
This anthology of essays, drawn from a diverse group
(planners, historians, poers, philosophers, and archi-
tects), is one outcome of that concern.

In introducing the issue, it is appropriate ro quore
Robert LeRicolais, a visionary engineer. His thoughts
on form well express those held by the edirors. From
his unpublished notes:

There are tu'o approaches to forru; one fron the otttside,

taking it as a piece of sculpture nade fnr t,istral enjol,tuent;

tbe other cornes fron u,ithin. fron the anderstanding of the

true dzterrninants, alu,ayt in accord u,ith pfusical facts
and necessities. The first approach is but an unptl shell: the

other, the grain tbat carries life tt'ithin itu('.

"Determinants of Form" is dedicared ro its contribu-
tors, whose thoughtful work made rhis volume possi-
ble; and to its readers, whose interest will make
rhese pages come alive.

Darl Rastorfer
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