e S
e

—_—

‘ﬁ“'.’ o —

SR

—

: :
= e e

e s

——

S e
”:"‘%—_—m‘._: -

e
e
] @ v

s




St
SRR

e
e
s ~

- Amat n
e e e
=

S




VIA 5

THE JOURNAL OF THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA



EDITORS

Darl Rastorfer, Editor-in-Chief
Deborah Allen

Christine Albright
Outerbridge Horsey, Jr.
Jill Stoner

Merle Thorpe

Deborah Gorman, Copy Editor

As with previous issues of VIA, “Determinants of
Form” explores a single theme. Interest in the theme
began in a design studio among architecture students
concerned with identifying the fundamental forces
that shape natural and man-made environments.
This anthology of essays, drawn from a diverse group
(planners, historians, poets, philosophers, and archi-
tects), is one outcome of that concern.

In introducing the issue, it is appropriate to quote
Robert LeRicolais, a visionary engineer. His thoughts
on form well express those held by the editors. From
his unpublished notes:

There are two approaches to form. one from the outside.
taking it as a piece of sculpture made for visual enjoyment;
the other comes from within, from the understanding of the
true deteyminants. always in accord with physical facts
and necessities. The first approach is but an empty shell: the
other, the grain that carries life within itself.

“Determinants of Form” is dedicated to its contribu-
tors, whose thoughtful work made this volume possi-
ble; and to its readers, whose interest will make
these pages come alive.

Darl Rastorfer
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