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ABOVE:

Watercolor sketch for the Gamble living room carpets
incorporates an abstraction of the tree of life and a folded
cloud pattern.

COVER:

Recessed inglenook in the Gamble living room. The linear
geometry of hand made fireplace tiles is softened by the
mosaic vine pattern in Tiffany Favrile glass and tiles. Photo
by Marvin Rand.

The recent photographs of the Gamble House which
are used in this issue are, for the most part, the work of
architectural photographer, Marvin Rand. Mr. Rand has
had a long standing interest in the history of architecture
and is currently a member of the board of the Southern
California Chapter of the Society of Architectural His-
torians. He has also been active in the HABS program
Sor the same area.

THE PRAIRIE SCHOOL REVIEW is published four times
a year by The Prairie School Press, Inc., 12509 South 89th
Avenue, Palos Park, Illinois 60464. W. R. Hasbrouck, AIA,
Editor and Publisher, Marilyn Whittlesey Hasbrouck, Assist-
ant Editor. Manuscripts concerning the Prairie School of
Architecture and related arts are solicited. Reasonable care
will be used in handling manuscripts and such material will
be returned if return postage is enclosed. Single copy price
$1.50, subscription $5.00 per year in U.S. and Canada,
$6.00 elsewhere. Issues are mailed flat in envelopes. Address
all change of address notices, subscription or back issue
inquiries to the Editor at the above address. © Copyright
1968 by W. R. Hasbrouck.
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Lighting fixture on the clinker brick wall of the rear terrace
was designed of copper and Tiffany glass. Photo by Marvin
Rand.
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From the EDITORS

With this editorial we formally finish five years of publication of The Prairie
School Review. It seems an appropriate time for reflection and reestablishment of pur-
pose. The Review has changed in some ways, remained the same in others. We now
generally seem to have more material than we can use for the issue at hand, but we still
worry about material to fill next year’s pages. Somehow, it always seems to arrive. Our
first issue five years ago was a thin 20 pages; now we have difficulty holding down to
32 pages and have done so, in 1968, only with this issue. Receipts still don’t cover
costs, and your two editors still do everything alone. Authors still aren’t paid, but it is
heartening to write this with a letter on our desk from a talented young man asking
about the possibility of employment with our *‘Organization”.

We end our first five years with a certain amount of satisfaction about what the
Review bas become since 1964. We have managed to find subscribers in every state of
the Union and in a dozen foreign lands. We have published brilliant young *‘unknowns”
alongside those more established scholars. At least two of our authors have gone on to
better things as a result of their being published here first. Most of all, our satisfaction
has been gained from seeing so much interest aroused in the study of the architecture of
the midwest. More and more we realize that what we refer to as the Prairie School of
architecture was far more prevalent than anyone had suspected. At least 50 architects
worked in this architectural idiom which for so long has been ascribed solely to Louis
Sullivan and Frank Lloyd Wright. It is true that without these two giants, the school
would not have existed, but without the others its influence certainly would not have been
so widespread nor so lasting.

We will continue to publish the results of scholarship in this somewhat esoteric field.
The satisfaction of gaining knowledge of our past and of the foundations of our culture
would be enough for us to continue; but, if through The Prairie School Review we are
also able to demonstrate some of the techniques of modern architecture by a careful
examination of its roots, we will have found a great bonus for our efforts. Our basic
thesis still remains that one should not study buildings only as a record of history, but
that historic buildings should be studied as architecture. Like great music and great art,
great architecture lives forever. Perhaps secking out the whys of greatness will show us a
clearer route to a better architecture of today and tomorrow.



Greene and Greene:
The Gamble House

by Randell L. Makinson®

Randell L. Makinson is currently curator of the Gamble
House, School of Architecture and Fine Arts, University
of Southern California. He received his Degree in Archi-
tecture from USC in 1956 and in the same year was
awarded the AIA Rebmann Fellowship for the study of
Architects Greene and Greene. Mr. Makinson has written
extensively on the architecture of Greene and Greene and
is currently preparing two books on their work. He is also
active in the Society of Architectural Historians and the
HABS program in Southern California.

The David B. Gamble house is the most com-
plete and best preserved example of the work of
California architects, Greene and Greene. Built in
1908 during their most productive period, it em-
bodies the highest level of the California Bungalow
and is one of the finest examples of the American
Craftsman Movement. Beautifully sculpted in wood
and a masterpiece of American Craftsmanship, the
Gamble House importantly attests to the courage of
its determined young architects who broke from the
training and tired traditions of their profession to
produce one of the few truly American contributions
to architecture.

Charles Sumner Greene and Henry Mather
Greene came to Pasadena in 1893 for a short visit
with their parents who located here due to Mrs.
Greene’s health. California was a challenge. The
brothers were impressed with the bold but serene
architecture of the Franciscan Missions. To the
Greenes, the people, leading a quiet life centered
around the enjoyment of nature, were a part of the

* The author would like to express his appreciation to the Gamble
family and especially to Mr. James N. Gamble, Chairman of The
Gamble House Advisory Board. Members of The Gamble House
Docent Council were also helpful, particularly Mrs. R. H. Henderson,
Miss Cynthia Richardson and Mrs. Raoul Savoie. Thanks are also
due to Mrs. Joseph Johnson and Mrs. Harold D. Stewart. Finally,
Mr. Marvin Rand’s superb photographs made the article come alive.

Photo by Leroy Hulbert.



