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On the Covers

In this issue we present the winners of the 2007 EDRA/Places Awards for Design, Research and Planning.

Front and back covers: The ground-floor market hall of the renovated San Francisco Ferry Building.
Photo by Richard Barnes.

Front inside cover, top to bottom, left to right: Money Point Learning Barge designed by students at the
University of Virginia; gardens behind French shelters in World War I; 9/11 Living Memorial tree-planting

in the Bronx, NY; the House of Dance and Feathers in New Orleans’ Ninth Ward; Money Point creosote tank
cleanup; House of Dance and Feathers structural and decorative detail; soldiers harvesting corn in Iraq; House of
Dance and Feathers panel detail; World War II ghetto greenhouse; Money Point Learning Barge; 9/11 Living
Memorial in Staten Island, NY; the Canoga Park district at the headwaters of the L.A. River; 1948 scale model
of the L.A River channelization; floor mosaic from San Francisco Ferry Building; Money Point tidal wetland
restoration area; the San Francisco Ferry Building at night; new ground-floor restaurant in the Ferry Building;

Brooklyn, NY, ¢/11 Living Memorial.

The EDRA/Places awards program, now entering its eleventh year, will be held for the first time in 2008 in

cooperation with Metropolis magazine, and will be expanded to include a book award.
For more information about the 2008 awards see the announcement on page 39. To obtain entry forms or
brochures visit www.places-journal.org or www.edra.org. Write-ups of previous year’s winners may be seen in our

archives, at www.places-journal.org or in Places issues 12.1, 13.1, 14.1, 15.1, 16.1, 16.3, 17.3, and 18.3.

The postmark deadline for entries for the 2008 EDRA/Places Awards is February 7, 2008.



Michael Ross, FAIA

The American
Institute of Architects
Committee on Design

On the Waterfront

These Forum pages were produced under an
agreement between Places/Design History
Foundation and the American Institute of
Architects. They report on the ATA Committee
on Design’s (COD) 2007 conferences in Miami
and Minneapolis. Michael Ross, FAIA, served as
AIA COD Chair in 2007. Roberto Espejo was the
Conference Chair in Miami, and Tim Carl, AIA,

was the Conference Chair in Minneapolis.

In 2008, the COD conferences will take place
in Detroit/Cranbrook (April 3-6, 2008) and
Copenhagen/Denmark (August 31-September
3,2008). The venues were chosen because

they are important centers for the design of
everything from automobiles to housewares.
During the conferences we will meet with
designers in many different fields to explore how
their understandings of design may reinvigorate
our roles as architects. An ATA COD Ideas
Competition for the design of a home within

an automobile will be held before the April

Conference, and will be open to all.

For more information about this and other ATA

COD programs, go to www.aia.org/cod.

Forum

River Renaissance and
Waterfront Awareness

"This year marks the one-hundred-
fiftieth anniversary of the American
Institute of Architects. All year,
events have celebrated American
architecture and attempted to offer
a blueprint for the country’s future.
Commensurate with this theme, the
Committee on Design (COD) focused
on the rejuvenation of American cities
on the water, organizing two design
conferences and an ideas competi-
tion to examine the creative interface
between waterfront redevelopment
and architectural place-making.

Historically, rivers and coastal
waterways were the liquid highways of
American commerce, carrying people
and goods from the heartland to the
coasts, and across the seas to Europe
and Asia. From the mid-nineteenth to
the early twentieth century, waterways
were essential to American business
and culture.

In 2007 the AIA COD presented
a tale of two cities: Miami and Min-
neapolis. While different in many
ways, they have parallel histories: both
cities were centers of commerce in
the early twentieth century; both had
waterfronts that later declined and
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deteriorated; and both are now bus-
tling cultural centers driving a design
and development renaissance in the
twenty-first century.

What convergence of factors
made this possible? One could name
enlightened political leaders, active
ATA component presidents, dynamic
cultural institutions, and informed
and generous donors. But talented,
risk-taking architects have also helped
catapult Miami and Minneapolis into
the forefront of design excellence.

Miami today is a true cultural hub,
home to migrants from Cuba, Central
and South America. The city is fast
paced, colorful, raw and new: think
Miami Vice (the movie and the TV
series) and the Miami Heat basketball
team. Minnesota was settled in the
nineteenth century by farmers from
Scandinavia—hard-working, god-
fearing people: think Fargo, the movie,
and Grant Wood’s painting American
Gothic. But don’t forget the state was
also the birthplace of Bob Dylan,
Prince, and the Target Corporation.
It may be cold in Minneapolis, but the
city has a long history of embracing
the visual and performing arts.
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