£11588%9,19¢¢2




Places, a Forum of
Environmental Design

Volume 15, Number 3

3
Editorial
Donlyn Lyndon

4
Portfolio

Urban Parks: Transformation,
Culture, Ecology, 4

Compiled by Cervin Robinson

12

Research and Debate
Cultivating Unity: The Changing Role
of Parks in Urban America, 12

Robin F. Bachin

18

Speaking of Places

Harvest, Delight and Memory: Lessons
of Labore’s Shalimar Gardens, 18
Samina Quraeshi

26

Place Views

Revitalizing Chicago through Parks
and Public Spaces, 26

Richard M. Daley

Parks for Livable Cities: Lessons from
a Radical Mayor, 30
Enrique Pefialosa

Beyond Nomenclature: Urban Parks
for Cultural Diversity, 34
Walter J. Hood, Jr.

Reimagining the Los Angeles River
as a Linear Park, 38
Will Rogers

Crissy Field: A New Model for
Managing Urban Parklands, 40
Michael Boland

44

Research and Debate

The Ecological Park as an
Emerging Type, 44

Galen Cranz and Michael Boland

48

Special Feature

New York’s Central Park:
A Retvospective, 48

50

Place Views

The Invisible Park: Revitalizing
the Ten Invisible Landscapes, 50
Steve Coleman

The Garden of Hua Mei, 56
Andrew Wiley-Schwartz

58

Speaking of Places
Once in a Blue Moon, 58
Donlyn Lyndon

64
Contributors

65
Forum

Beyond Fortress Federalism, 65
GSA

Creating Great Urban Parks, 71
Project for Public Spaces

Parks as Places: What's on Our
Bookshelf, 74
Project for Public Spaces

77

To Rally Discussion

New Urbanism and Community Life:
A Question of Priorities? 77

Emily Talen

This Parks issue was
produced and edited
in collaboration with
Project for Public Spaces.




Editor

Donlyn Lyndon

Guest Editor

Samina Quraeshi

Publisher

Richard Shepard

Managing Editor
David Moffat

FEditor at Large

Todd Bressi

Consulting Editors
Randolph T ester, Jr.
Allan B. Jacobs

Cervin Robinson

Andrew Wiley-Schwartz

Design

ORG inc.

Business Manager

Chris Cudebec

Contributing Editors
Stanford Anderson
Richard Bender

Peter Bosselmann
Donald Canty

Lois Craig

John de Monchaux
Wendy Feuer

Ken Greenberg

Paul Groth

N. John Habraken
Robert S. Iarris
Clare Cooper Marcus
Roger Montgomery
William R. Morrish
Anne Vernez Moudon
John R, Myer
William L. Porter
Ron Shiffinan
Melanie Simo

Michael Southwarth

Board of Directors

Design History Foundation

Todd Bressi

Harrison Fraker
James F. Fuleon, Chair
Frances Halshand
Allan B. Jacobs
Donlyn Lyndon
Samina Quraeshi

Thomas Schutte

In the fall of 198 we published
Volume 6, Number 1 of Places, on
“The Future of Urban Open Spaces.”
[t was the firstissue of the magazine
published under the direction of

James Fulton —a fine issue, sparkling

with a new cover design, a revised
favout, and reinvigorated content. At
the tme, Jim made the continuation
of Places possible not only through his
wisdom and experience in publishing
and through the contributions of
staff from his design office, Fulton &
Partners, and from 1D magazine, but
through the adoption of our goals

as a mission for the Design History
Foundation, which he chaired.

It has been a splendid period in
the life of this journal, and we have
all gained enormously from his steady
vision and graceful, generous adminis-
tration. As a friend and colleague he
was incomparable — steady, always
positive, always attentive; calnr and
directed. Working with Jim also
brought us to Pratt Institute, and the
development of an enduring relation-
ship with that fine institution. For
nearly thirty-five yvears Jim served
on Pratt’s Board of Trustees, many
of them as Chair. He was recently
honored with its Rowena Reed
Kostellow award.

Some time ago, Jim turned the
active role of publisher of Places over
to others, but he continued to lead
the Design History Foundation. In
that role, he formed the spine of our
organization, providing support,
encouragement, and decisive guidance
whenever we needed him ... which
was often. It is with utter grief that we
must now report his passing. He died
April 29, 2003, in Charlestown, R, in
the house that he built so that he and
his wife, Priscilla Lambert, could live
by the shore.

We dedicate the journal to his vision,
and to the memory of his grace.
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GSA’s Security Strategy

The process we follow with any one of
our client agencies is, first of all, to
conduct a security assessment or to
determine the level of threat that
applies to a given building. This is
based on several factors, the most
important of which is the number of
tederal employees in the building. If
there are more than 450 employees,
then in most cases it is rated at secu-
rity level four or higher.

In addition, if an agency is a very
high-visibility law enforcement
related organization, such as the
Bureau of Aleohol, Tobacco and
Firearms (which was the targetin
Oklahoma City), it could also be level
of security four even if there were less
than 450 employees at the site.

Then we assess the kinds of threats
that are presented at each individual
building. For example, if a building
faces a long street thatends ata 'T-
intersection just in front of it, then
the risk of a vehicle bomb coming
down that long street and building up
a head of steam and ramming into the
building is higher than if the building
were on the corner of a four-way
intersection.

Once we complete that assessment,
we take three different types of mea-
sures. [fit’s an existing building, we
limit ourselves to two issues. One is
operational. We want to monitor
access to the building, putin magne-
tometers, X-ray machines, security
guards, maybe television cameras.
We might, if there is public parking,
inspect the undercarriages of cars
entering the garage.

The second is perimeter security.
What we were trying to do, before
NCPC moved forward with this plan,
was to articulate the value of trying to
find architecturally compatible
perimeter security to install on our
around our buildings. Obviously,
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that’s expensive. It depends on appro-
priations, and we cannot always move
as fast as we would like. In the interim,
we may have to install less attractive,
temporary barriers.

Finally, if we are undertaking a
major renovation of an existing build-
ing, or constructing a new building
from scratch, we could engage in
activities like building hardening, pro-
tecting against progressive collapse, or
reglazing the windows so they don’t
shatter and send shards of glass flying
into the building.

Now there is the problem of secu-
rity creep. We've been doing this
since 1995, but until Sept. 11 some
agencies did not take security issues
that seriously. Now employees say,
“Well, the people next door have bar-
riers, why don’t we have barriers?”
even though we might conclude that a
building has no threat from a vehicle
bomb and doesn’t need barriers. Bat-
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tles sometimes arise between agencies
and GSA about whether an agency
needs the security it claims it needs.

The most significant aspect of the
NCPC plan is that it deals with the
already-built environment. That is
where you have problems that are not
amenable to new construction achiev-
ing the perimeter security require-
ments, unless you’re narrowing the
street, widening the sidewalk, things
of that sort. You have to make do with
less than our guidelines would sug-
gest. So how do you make do in an
attractive way? That’s the question
the plan tries to answer.

— Michael S. McGill

Michael S. McGill is a senior project
manager for the GSA Public Buildings
Service in the National Capital Region,
and is the GSA Administrator’s represen-
tative to the NCPC.
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Relaxing in ns, Paris, France.







