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the early emigrants to the New
World had been unaccustomed in
their own homeland. Those leaving
%) the south of England had previously
been living in survivals from medizval culture, prin-
cipally in the farmsteads and village cottages, of which
many picturesque examples have survived to the pres-
ent day. Their picturesqueness, however, did not
provide even the elemental comforts and conveniences
to which every individual believes himself entitled
today. Even the smaller Manor House plan did not
always provide any Hall, and when it did it took then
the form rather of a general living space than any area
intended only for circulation and privacy in connect-
ing the various residential elements of the family
menage. In Louis XIV’s palace at Versailles, the fur-
ther bedrooms could only be reached by passing
through all those between.

In 1600 the mass of English architecture was of
Tudor or earlier date. It was to be a dozen or more
years before Inigo Jones returned from Italy, with his
1601 edition of Palladio crowded with his own mar-
ginal annotations; and a good many more years were
to elapse before the newer style of open plan was to
become familiar, even to the wealthier and more
sycophantic courtiers of Henry VIII and Elizabeth;
and more years still before it began to affect in the
slightest the types of common dwellings with which
those who first settled the Massachusetts Bay Colony
were familiar. Along our southern coast, to be sure,
the plans and appearance of the larger houses began
much earlier to disclose that they were in some small
part expressive of the new fashions in the amenities of
living that were permeating the newer and better
dwellings of England, especially those of early Geor-
gian date.

Neither did the English climate require much shelter
for these cottage dwellers, save from the rain; conse-

quently, the outer entrance door usually opened
directly into one end of the general living, eating, and
cooking room of the small cottage. It was this one
general room that the earliest homes in New England
first reproduced, with a large fireplace for cooking and
heating. A large scullery opening off this room and
another space to provide warm sleeping quarters for
the family were the first additions. The space under
the roof long remained an undivided attic for the
sleeping quarters of children or servants, almost to the
present century, and many examples are still to be
found in outer New England.

But the rigorous climate of the northern colonies
soon forced the settlers to adopt different details of
arrangement than they had found livable in the Tudor
dwellings of old England. So, to protect the occu-
pants of the “Hall” or “Fire Room” from drafts when
the entrance door was opened, this was removed be-
hind the corner of the large fireplace (A, page 20),
with an inner partition and door to make a “vesti-
bule,” out of the other side of which a ladder or steep
winding stair—which otherwise might be placed in one
corner of the “Fire Room”—might rise to the low
attic story above. When the house was enlarged by
adding another room beyond the fireplace, as at B,
page 20 (or in the Haskell House, Volume XXV,
Number 1), we have the typical early “two-room”
house plan. A more fully developed Entry-Hall may
be seen at C (and on Page 68, Volume XIX, Num-
ber 5). The very restricted floor area of this Entry-
Hall was often later enlarged, generally in the early
years of the Nineteenth Century, by moving the front
door and Hall wall forward, outside the main wall of
the dwelling, as in the Judge Holten House, page 21
(and Volume XXIV, Number 5).

As the houses became more definitely two-story-and-
attic structures, the Hall and stairway increased in
size and importance; a development that became even
more definite when the plan increased to four rooms
upon each floor. Then such arrangements as at D and
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