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Rn.,O. Island had never sccured a Royal
Charter u,hile the earll' settlements in the region now
known b1' that name were being establshed. But in
each separate localitl. the leaders made inriependent
satisfactorv arrangements with their predecessors on
the land, the Indians then in possession, and set up in-
formallt' their local communitl' control, without
bothering at all about the larger aspects and problems
of organizing a "State" government or securing the
ro1'al permission of the English King to establish them-
selves among the colonies of the new World.

But when, trnder fear of Indian attack, the then
existing 39 towns in the Colonies of Massachusetts
Bay, Ph'mouth, New Haven, and Connecticut all
joined together as a "New England Confederacy,"
for mutual assistance and protection against the In-
dians, Dutch, and French-and the settrements with-
in the somewhat uncertain boundaries of what was to
become Rhode Island were reftrsed admission-the
variotrs settlements then found on what is now New-
port Island, and the shores of Narragansett Ba1', de-
cided to make common cause and themselves do some-
thing about it. As a result of this decision, Roger
Williams sailed ofi to England, where he finallv se-
cured a charter from Charles II, dated July 8, 1663,
under the narne of the t'Providence Plantations,"
which covered only the Islands and the mainland to
the West of Narragansett Bar'. The land to the east of
the Bat' \,r'as then claimed by the Massachusetts Ba\'
and Ph'motrth Colonies, as the two Shawomet
Sachems then living u'ithin that district had submitted,
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and sold the land to them, in 1643. King Charles not
onl1' gavc Roger Wiiliams the Charter for which he
asked but also appointed, as the first Ro1'al Governor,
Benedict Arnold of Newport.

The controversy as to the exact boundarl. Iine be-
tr,r'een these groups was alreadv under waY at that
time (started perhaps b1' \\rilliarns' own first attempt
to find residence upon the Blackstone River banks,
that would still remain outside the control of the
Massachusetts Church communities!) and continued
to be a bone of contention between Massachusetts and
Rhode Island for over two hundred 1'earsl

At last, in 1716, by King's decree, the boundary
townships of Warren, Bristol, Little Compton, Tiver-
ton, and Curnberland were declared part of Rhode
Island; hut even then the final details necessarl, to
cornplete this transf er were not settled for another
htrndred and twent'1' 1'ears; and until, in 1862, the
Nlassachusetts part of Pau,tucket and the western
part of Seekonk (which then became East Pror-idence)
vycre given to Rhode Island, while the land taken
from Tiverton and included as the Rhode Island town
of tr'all River was finally given to Massachusetts.

But Iong before this, in 7644, the Rev. Samuel
Newman, one of the earl1, leaders settling first in the
Massachusetts Bay district, with a part of his Wey-
mouth congregation and some families from Hingham,
located upon a ten miles square area of land purchared
bt' the settlers themselves from Massasoit, the Indian
chief who then lived within the present boundaries of
the town of Warren-but then known as Rehoboth.
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In 1746-just after it was set apart from Massa-
chusetts and given to Rhode Island by King's decree

-an 
act of the Rhode Island legislature incorporated

Warren as part of Rhode Island; including "that
part of territory confirmed to Rhode Island which has

heretofore been part of Swansea and Barrington, with
a small part of Rehoboth adjoining, with the inhabi-
tants thereof, into a township by the name of Warren."

The town was at that time named for Admiral Sir

Peter Warren, who in June of 1745 commanded the
English fleet that, with the army of Americans under
Sir Wiiliam Pepperel, had captured Louisburg.

Finally, one more factor should be added to this

complicated minor shift of territory, in order that the

record may be more complete; and for that pur-
pose it is necessary to return to Great Britain, and

start again, over two hundred years earlier.
In 7649, the first y'ear of the Cromwell protec-

torate, the Rev. John Miles became pastor of a church
in Swansea in Glamorganshire, a County in South
Wales. In 1663, two years after the restoration of
Charles II (and the same year Roger Williams se-

cured the "Plantations" Charter), the t'Act of Uni-
formity" was passed in England-and the Rev. Miles
became a ttNonconformist," left Wales, and came to
Rehoboth in Plymouth Colony! But even there, his

religious views not agreeing with those established and

maintained in that Colony, he again shortly removed
to Wannamoiset in Barrington, at a iocation that has

recently been established as about three miles north-
west of Warren.

At this point the first Baptist Meeting House was

set up; and a section of land was granted (on Oct.
30, 1667) to the Rev. Miles and his followers, and

named Swansea, in honor of the Welsh town from
which many of them had come. Its area then also in-
cluded the present towns of Somerset in Massachu-

setts, and Warren and Barrington in Rhode Island.
One of the most ingenious and d'st:nctive local de-

velopments in the architecture of Warren is the type

of mantel whose variations and growth have been well
illustrated in this and the preceding Monograph. ft
reached perhaps its final fulfillment in the ornate ex-

ample frorn the Waterman house (pages 84, 85, and

86); and its start may perhaps be found in the mantel
from the second section of the Miller house, built a

score or more of years after the original part, contain-
ing the simple earlier mantel shown upon the same

pages (90 and 9l), was erected in 1789.'Ihe inter-
mediate development may be followed throtrgh the two
examples illustrated in Monograph tsive. Along with
these mantels, is a local door enframement, with a

similar crocheted top pediment.
Along with these local door and mantel details,

there has also been developed similar local expressions

of detail treatments around the window operrings, and

upon the design of dados and staircases-as well as a

number of sturdily attractive entrance doorway treat-
ments; representative examples of all of which are to
be found upon these accompanying and preceding

pages. The variations of dado design and treatment are

paiticularly intriguing; especially as they appear in
tonnection with a number of characteristic staircase

examples-from this town) as well as from Bristol.
In most of these stair run wall treatments the newel

and landing posts are also represented upon the wall
face, either in whole or in part-a matter of treatment
that is here and there extended to apply even to a

duplication of the balusters themselves, in place of the

paneling, along the wall boundary of the steir run.
The W'aterman house stairway is a case in point.

Here a rather simple and sturdy baluster is used, and

the fluted newel column is echoed upon the wall oppo-

site, as well as the upper ianding posts above. A some-

what similar stair handling appears also in the hall-
way of the Carr house, although with many differ-
eni"s in the details and proportions of the parts. In a

simpler (and later) form the same essential elements

are employed in the staircase in the house at 582 Main
Street; while, in much cruder and bolder treatment,
they may also be found in the earlier built stairs of
the Miller house; which may again be compared with
a somewhat later example found in the house at 606

Main Street. The last two exhibit a less elaborate stair
end bracket; and the latter also shows a simple use

of the wall dado pilaster opposite the stair posts, em-

ployed with a ramping stair rail and dado cap.- 'lhe other marked product of the early houses in
this district-and one that has more successfully suc-

ceeded in maintaining its original merits, too-is to

be seen by any passer-by in the beautiftrl and varied ex-

amples o{ house doorways.
in all the elaboration of cutting that is particularly

exhibited in the interior details and mantels of this

district, the ingenuity with which a wide variety of
detail treatment and ornamental handling of the

mouldings has been obtained by the use of only one or
two sizes of hollow gouge chisels must exPress some-

thing of the wide-spread skill in the mo-ulding and

corui.,g of wood by the many local carpenters that
were probably developed in this region by the boat-
building industry on the shores of Narragansett Bay.

Two early-and simple-but beautifully propor-
tioned small gambrel cottages typical of many others

in this locality are also included in this Monograph- All
these structui"s ,pp.ur to belong to an earlier and less

elaborate period. They contain little, if any, "finish"
of convenlional t1,pe; but depend almost exclusively

for their appeal upon the excellent proportions of their
roof slopes, and their low and hospitable aPpearance.
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Stair and Hall

THE WATERMAN HOUSE-I820-WATER STREET, WARREN, RHODE TSLAND

[8:]
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Dr.trtr Euframemen.t

Wainscot

THE WARREN HOUSE-I820-WATER STREET, WARREN, RHODE ISLAND
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Livimg Room Montel (Moasured Dran:ings on Page 85 )
THE WATERMAN HOUSE-I820-WATER STREET, WARREN, RHODE ISLAND
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Doora'ay Detail on. Page 71 (Monograph Fi.t,e-Volume XXI)

HOUSE AT NUMBER 4I STATE STREET, W'ARREN, RHODE ISLAND
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THE PERRY HOUSE, PRO\/IDENCE, RHODE ISLAND
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The Public Cornfort Station
A Group of Examples from New york of this useful rype of
Municipal Public Works Proiect

Drawings by Emil Sesso Prepared fbr pencil points by courtesy
of the New York Architects' Emergency unemployment committee

fffhe convenience starion is totally lacking in
I manv of the sizable cities in the United

I States. It would seem therefore, at this
time, that architects should make a special study of
this type of building and the need foi them in iheir
otherwise well ordered cities.

. Tl. 'Specialist" working among the rural
dw.ellers_has provided them with nearby conven-
icnces. ft remains for the architect of general prac-
tice to do his part for those who musi live in the
citr'.

The "business center statr'onr,, the ,,main artery
station," and the ttmarket station,, could weil bL
considered "public works" and come in for their
share of the funds ar.ailable for public comfort and
public health.
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Statement by Federatlon of A.E.C.&T.
lornr of organization ol thc Federation, published in thc
Not,etnber issue of PrNcrr- PorNrs, depends entirely on the
definitions of the various connecting lincs and on the duties
and por+'ers of the different units.

Simply stated, each urban Chapter is divided into pro-
fessional sections. Two-thirds of the executive council is

apportioned to and elected by' the sections. The remaining
third is elected by the mcnbership at large. Each section
has at least two delcgatcs in the council, and where a large
Council is wanted or rreedcd, additional delegates arc
chosen by each section in proportion to its membership.
The Council will be an exccutivc and administrative bod1.,
initiating and determining ntatters of policl. affecting trr',,
or more sections. In tum it will pas on policies initiated
by anv one section. In ;rll cases the dccisions of thc
Chapter Council will be subject to nembcrship approval.

Each professional sectiou, such as the architectural, will
have its own officers and initiate and dcterminc policl
regarding its own spherc, subjcct to thc ebore. It rvill
receive reports of the chapter council for approval. It
will make recommendations to thc chapter council. It can
recall its council delegates at an_v time. Qucstions in dis-
pute can be referred to x chepter n-rcnrbcrship rreeting.
Thc section will also elcct delcgates to the Nationnl
Convention and Conferenccs.

The National Convention wiil bc cornposed of dele-
gates from all sections and chapters. It will legislate and
also elect a National Iixecutilc Council. This Council will
include at least two membcrs of each profession and repre-
sentatiyes of at ieast threc stetes. lt rvill reprcscnt thc
organization nationally.

National professional confcrcnces will be held in con-
junction with the Natior-ral Contcntion, to discuss indi-
r.idual professional problenrs. Thcse confcrenccs will be-
come thc National Administratir.c Departments, a right
arnr to the National Executivc Council. These administra-
tive departments w'ill co-ordinate the rvork of all sec-
tions of thcir respectir.c professions in rratter-. affccting
the particular profcssion nationally.

This should answcr thc objcctions of Mr. Sa-sch that
thc Federatiott. rlight harc:

( I ) A top-heavy preponderancc end undue influcncc
excrcised by some onc profession or unit.

(2) Thc condition that profcssional idcntitv as e bodv
would be submerged and obliterated.

(3) Anv and all problems concerning only one pro-
fession rcsolved bv heterogeneous group of tech-
nicians.

(4) The conditior.r whcrc local professional groups rvill
bc isoiated from cach other.

As to his objection thrt thc trcasury funds will be ex-
pended for any activity a ",.mall governing bodv ma1. dc-
cider" it nlust be noted that the funds to date har.e only
been experrded on matters conccrning the entire Feleratiort.
Definite dctermination of this matter is lcft open for thc
first national convention aud conference. His objection
"the inability to hold together a gigantic organization for
police duty onlyr" in matters of codes, can readily'bc
answered. The function of the Ferleratloru is not onh. :r

question of poiicing the codes but to obtain effectual en-
forcement of the labor prorisions where our interests are
concerned. A national organization is ccrtainlr. more
capable of fighting for enforcement tharl isolatcd units.

232 Scz,cnt.h Ac,enue, ll-e*. \'orl.

/\ rchitcctural dr:ritsmcn are much encouraged to sce

;{ thc formntion of an econornic organizrtion that
I \ can speak for thcm in thesc distrcssful days and see

to it that the economic nccds of the technicai professional
employees are protcctcd. Opinion is practically' unani-
mous among thesc employecs that such an organization
was sorely needed, that it was, in fact, belated. They
greeted the Federation of Architects, Engineers, Chemists,
atd Technici.ans, and numbers of them enthusiastically
joined its ranks in Nerv York rnd throughout thc country.

The Federatiarz to date hrs bccn reprcsented at tweivc
code hearings. Due to our efforts scr.eral codes have been
withdrawn for rclisions in thc light of our c-lcmands.
Our organization is recognizcd in Washir-rgton. We hare
had two labor adyiscrs choscn from lhc Federatir,il to ap-
pear at hearings on codes inroiving technical men. We
have met with various cmployer groups to discuss our
demands in relation to the codcs. We hare appeared be-
fore the New York relief organizations in the interests of
our unemployed mcmbers. We have obtained jobs for
nrany of our members. Wc havc intcnicwed Secretary
ickes and his department and u,c hare instigated action for
a ruling on definite cquable minimum salaries for all tech-
nical employees on P.W.A. u,ork, sinilar to what was done
for skilled and unskilled labor on this work. We have
instigated similar actior.r in rclation to the new Civil
Works program to obtair-r Civil Scrvice srlarics for tech-
nical employees. Our proposals for thc rarious codes
were recorded in a pro.ior.rs issuc. Thesc accomplishments,
besides many othcrs not dircctll,affecting architectural
employe.es, speak for them:elves.

Despite the fornration <>[ the Felerotiott sotte timc before
the existence of rhc Arc/titectural Guild. of America, thc
Federalion has bccn crroncouslr' labeilcd, "Opposition."
We have nei'er trken this star-rtl and in fect have always
pleaded for united action. Thc Federatirrrz has called on
thc Guilrl to rescind its 50 cents per hour pror.isions in
relrtion to the A.I.A. codc, which it has finally done. It
has called on the Guild to coopcrate with its rclief com-
nrittee ancl has also rvrittcn to thc Guill to appoint a com-
mittee to meet rvith a Fe,/erati.r,tt conmittcc to settle any
differences. No such cclnmittec has becn named to datc.

Heretofore, it is truc, the Federatiozz. has uot had a

dcfinite constitutiorl for the simplc reason that its actir.i-
tics have taken a major portior-r of its time. Since thc
form of organization has bccomc of mountainous impor-
tance to some minds, e constitution has bcen drawn up by
the executive conrmittcc which u,ill bc subrnittcd to thc
nrembership by thc time this goes to press. Wc belio'e this
constitution meets squarel.t' al1 points of controversy. lt
nrust be borne in mind that the Fed.eration. has at all
times insisted on a dcmocratic form of organization. We
wish to point out furthel that the membcrs of the exccu-
tive committee of the Guill still rnaintair-r their member-
ship in the Federatiozz and that Mr. Sasch, himself, has

always participated in our executivc committee l)reetings.
In such an organiz-aticlr as the Feieration there is bound
to be difference of opinion, but no one has taken a diffcr-
ence of opinion as an occasion for an :rttempted split in
our ranks. It st,rr-rds to reason that if any differences of
opinion do arise, there is ;r bcttcr chance for their being
straighterred out rvithin tbc Feleratiarz than if ther- arc
in separate indilidual groups.

The signihcancc of thc diagrams showing the proposc.l
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