
THE MONOGRAPH SERIES
RL,CORDS OF EARLY AMERICAN ARCHITECTURE

AS SOURCE NIATERIAL

EDITED BY RLTSSELL F. WHITEHEAD, A'I.A

\/OLUME XXI

MONOGRAPH THREE
Dwellings in Northeastern Rhode Island and the Smithfields

BY GROVER L. JENKS
Research and Measured Drozuings by Frank Chouteau Brou'tt

Photographs bt Arthur C. Haskcll

a-r

)mithfcld (and North Smithfield) are ttav-
ersed bt'three principal north and south thoroughfares,
the Louisquisset, Douglas and Farnum "Pikes," of
which the first named also passes through a part of
Lincoln tou,nship. These old roadways have been en-
larged and graded in recent years, but todav the
traveler, rolling easilv along their u'ell metalled sur-
faces, gains littie idea of the heavier grades and slorver
routes, of which thev were important existing elements
at a far earlier time.

He will also get little idea of the reai life of the
localities through-but principalll' by-which he is

passing; as most of the small villages lie off these

main traveled routes, along with almost all the old
farmhouses still left in this region. He vuill still be able

to glimpse a fevv remnants of the old systern of
Taverns that once flourished; but the old centers of
industrl', mills and houses, are mostly to be found on
those steeper dirt roads that constanth' cross and wind
about the country, generally in an easterll' or westerly
direction, betu'een these old "Pikes."

But that the old use of these north and south high-
ways must have been considerable is evident from the
great number of old Inns and Taverns that are still
to be seen at manl' locations along their traveled
margins; a large number despite the high mortalifi'
that seems to have attacked these old wayside houses

<lf entertainment and hospitality-a mortality of which
proof often remains in the verv tangible form of high
mounds of crumbling brickwork for the older, and the

rugged and twisting outlines of still standing chimneys

lssl

for those more recentll' vanished. \Vhile lacking these
direct proofs, :rnother verdant witness may frequently
be found, in the two clumps of old cedars-often of
quite huge dimensions and height-that seem to have
been the favorite and customarv sentinels of the en-
trace gatewat's or doorstone botindaries of this region
in early times; just as the spreading elms of Massa-
chusetts and, farther north, the close groupings of
overgrown lilacs may still be seen guarding the de-
serted home sites.

Smithfield itself still contains no less than three
"Half \{ray" Houses in the district about ten miles
above Providence, all once centers of activity and
much frequented b1, the teaming confraternity during
the period of a hundred to a hundred and fifty years
or more ago. One of these, at a now quiet crossroads
on the Farnum Pike, is shown on page 34, while a

detail view of its principal entrance appeared on page

32 of Monograph Two. Originally a smaller house,
stopping just at the right of the mair.r doorway, it was
enlarged b1. adding the addition belond this point, with
a separate outside door to the barroom, and a larger
room for dances and gatherings upon the floor above.
X4ost of these interiors have lost u'hatever old finish
thel' ma1' have possessed; although it is seldom indeed
that much pains was lavished upon the woodwork of
the earll' Inns of this district. Most attetrtion was aP-

parently paid to providing solid substantial construc-
tion, and ample fireplace and cooking facilities; along
with the verf important essential of commodious

"stabling"; most of which latter construction has van-
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ished altogether, except what has been found adapt-
able to be continued in use for the purposes of the
simple farming.

As in other communities, these rolling acres were
once possessed by large families; who spread from the
original manors slowly over the sightly locations on the
adjoining hillsides, as children grew up and married,
and the parents provided them with domiciles nearby.
This has been the common history of all New England
communities; and it seems to have been particularly
the case in this section of Rhode Island. But now

quite within the proverbial "stone's throw" of each
other, the older ("Number One") has become a
neglected tenement. Its eight-paneled doorway is sur-
rounded by the more elaborated form of one of the
most typical local doorway treatments.

To "Angell House Number Two" has befallen a

better fate! Here an appreciative city family has moved
in; and have gradually been uncovering and delight-
ing in the quaint local treatments they have found in
the architectural details of their new country home.
While the woodwork around their doorway is of a

THE "HALF WAY" HOUSE ON FARNUM PIKE, SMITHFTELD, RHODE ISLAND

these old families have all gone; and their once beau-
tifully furnished homes have either been taken over
by a few city dwellers who have come out to this
region to enjoy the healthful air and beautiful views,
or they have fallen upon more evil days and passed in-
to the possession of less appreciative residents, and
degenerated to '(country tenements" (than which no
city variant can be more forlorn-or more teeming
with a youthful population!-than these).

Contrasting examples of both these fates appear in
the next two houses; known here only as "Angell
House Number One" and "Angell House Number
Two"! Originally, both were probably of nearly
equal interest and both still convey the charm so ex-
pressive of their origin and period. As they now stand,

simpler type of design, the proportions of the whole
are more ample and hospitable compared to the nar-
row, higher composition of the neighbor house en-
trance design. The principal glory of this entrance is
found in the beautiful metalwork of the round top-
light, the details of which may be more clearly seen in
the photographic detail shown on page 42, where it
may be studied and contrasted with the similar top-
light of the Steere House entrance, shown both there
and in the detail drawing on page 43. The woodwork
of the later doorway, taken in conjunction with the
other two houses, shows the gradual evolution and
simplification of the type, as it was worked upon by
the carpenters local to the district. The earlier-
t'Angell Number One"-is of course the most
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THE ANGELL HOUSE NUMBER ONE, ABOUT I780, SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND
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