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There is one important detail of the old
Colonial house, that is rather seldom utilized by mod-
ern architects when designing a dwelling in this style
—and that is the vestibule entrance, as distinct from
the more conventional entrance porch. The rather
late type of doorway, with side lights, under a narrow
porch, is used over and over again; but the modern
house designer has rather strangely overlooked the
very practical projecting entrance vestibule found on
many houses of early New England architecture, gen-
erally indicating a date earlier than the more open
porch treatment with columns.

Yet this type of vestibule possesses a most practical
means of enlarging a house plan, at precisely that point
where it is often most crowded, and in the simplest and
most economical way!

Probably it originally took shape from the need of
meeting the demand for a larger entrance hall, with
more space between entrance door and staircase.
Particularly with the typical early Colonial stairway,
placed against the front face of the large central
chimney, the resulting passageway between the front
room doors upon the first floor plan often became both
narrow and crowded. When open, the door edge
almost brushed the face of the stair run,—and there
was little room to greet entering neighbors, particu-
larly if they were to be welcomed within the room on
that side of the house where the front door was
hinged!

It was probable also that, despite the fact that the
early houses were usually built with their entrance

sides facing the south; this single doorway, opening
directly into the front hall at the foot of .the main
stairs, was found to cool off the passage between the
main front rooms of the house, upon both floors—
especially when the house plan was changed to more
nearly face the east or west; as came so frequently
later to be the case. ,

We have also the early meeting house plan, with
its one or two story vestibule—often inclosing the stair-
case as well—which was usually first treated ‘as a
gabled projection in its exterior handling;—until it
came to be taken into the lower stories of the tower
with spire, that came into general use at about the
period of the building of the “Old North,” or Christ
Church of Boston, shown in Monograph Two—Vol-
ume XX. Here this distinctive “vestibule” type of
entrance treatment had already taken a definitive form
of expression—as is indicated by the original brick side
vestibule upon the Old South Meeting House, on
Washington Street, in that same city.

And so it was an easy step to widen the passageway
across the front of the entrance hall, by taking out the
front wall between the two posts that always supported
the heavy timbers that framed the central chimney,
and moving the doorway and wall forward some three
to four feet, then filling in the two sides back to the
main wall face of the house, and roofing it over either
with a ridge roof forming a pediment gable upon the
vestibule face, or with a simple hip roof treatment,
the latter being often more appropriate to the older
and simpler type of early house design.
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VESTIBULE—25 FLINT STREET
: SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS

In a large majority of instances, these entrance
house vestibules were a later addition or alteration
made to an older house plan. It is very rarely indeed
that it can be indisputably proved that this sort of
vestibule was original to the Colonial plan! Usually it
is obviously a later afterthought, added to the plan to
make it more habitable for the occupants during the
colder seasons of the year. And it was almost always
added to secure additional needed space within the hall
itself. It was very rarely filled with inside coat closets;
that is, in the older house plan!

In the Bedford house, indeed, the two-story vesti-
bule shown upon the side of the house (Page 128—
Monograph Two—Volume XX) was added appar-
ently for the purpose of securing a small, narrow
staircase from the side door to the upper story; which
stairway mounts steeply along the rear or righthand
side of the vestibule, over small first floor closets, to
the floor above. But this is an exceptional example,
with a very rarely used two-story height for this fea-
ture, found in a rather late house plan.

The one factor of the outer vestibule that often de-
ceives the casual observer is the entrance doorway,
which is generally very obviously old. And it often
does not occur to one to think how easily the old
doorway (and in fact, whole front wall of the hall-
way, between the two upright posts) could be cut
out and moved forward, to secure the wider hall-
way,— and that exactly in the single space where this
enlargement of the plan was alone desired;—and
where it could be easily secured, without causing the

slightest change in anything in the rest of the house.
Sometimes the line where the old plaster was joined
to the new wall on the inside of the side walls, shows
up very distinctly. Sometimes it is entirely lost because
of the manner in which the new side walls of the
vestibule are finished around and up to the two main
house wall posts that are found placed in these loca-
tions. Occasionally, in houses built later than 1780
or 1800, these vestibules may have been part of the
original house design; but when found on any build-
ing earlier than these dates, there is usually reason to
doubt that the vestibule is as old as the house.
Sometimes, in tearing down or altering an old house,
the attachment of these vestibules to the house, and
particularly in their under-floor and roof construction,
becomes definite and plain. The basement wall
usually runs right across the space under the vestibule
floor, with its exterior underpinning plainly in view.
The floor sill, also, is found to butt up against the
exterior face of the original house sill, and the plates
and rafters are clearly placed against the upper part
of the exterior wall face,—often without even re-
moving the clapboards or wall boarding. In these
cases there can be no doubt. In the old Dillaway-
Thomas house in Roxbury, for instance, built in 1750-
52, the side entrance vestibule was added later, prob-
ably in 1832, when other changes were known to
have been made in the dwelling at the time that it
came first into the possession of the Dillaway family.
This supplies a good average date for the change or
addition of this outer vestibule to be made. Many

VESTIBULE—HOUSE AT GLOUCESTER
CAPE ANN, MASSACHUSETTS
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VESTIBULE—HOUSE AT 52 ESSEX STREET, SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS
{133 4

AR RS MO NGO @ SR AW P H SiaERecl whieaS . ATELS Do et (0 B BRE A 6 S . 2717



o LLASTIHOVSSN W - - » (I AHATIHY -
WLANOD- LOONOOTNI-ASNOH - ATN4] FWM\/

S LLISOAHOVSSVIN: ~ ~AVAHATI IVIA-
E\MWDOZ 5 mEOOI 4@4 WLAVO-TINELLS I

-SUO1AD T 10J 922 Jo- 3[edg .
TllTl|—.|‘|Elr—E
m:awv% 103 mm_._u:.» 46 a1e¢%
N, e, B, e e ..|_t

.‘,..“..m@u.w g stomPoE Pq1ipd D,

___ FUOIGPAR| L U G- Jo ‘910G

L Bdliis Tx g

_= —od _ B /-7 et oo e e e e s e 1

18w,
qoN-sBus-
) -PINOW -2seq -
72l §

‘.Fuuwom.w uomﬁasox{ :30;& «5 ouD-

Pl ; e
e | =
;& T afr b
> g =
" il .
o =1 p
] & ® 5 ® | spoyy
03 W @ m & 575 uo-
m ~ 3 i Buyiey-
B e 4 TuesAUy:
o
s T ) T
b Wa L e : of il ] : - ) q N
|+ 1 : vg g
= 4 < ‘Wwa g nv
@ z o4 e ; 13
ﬂ [9 m. N‘\ __au.N * L2 VIl :hﬂ Q] S :Qn.w :‘vuv W. :vﬂrv y :%.—«y M\l \\ﬁ‘w‘A.-\MWQJy
NS Q. t B
Hi->x 2 1 i )
— WA | WN. S ' N« .m p. s Mnh: 7vﬂ,v‘;
a * e "
o«.l \ﬁm:m 32: LT = __r
u u & g :
— -\ " o =
s
: 8/ Py 4T >l 18R By s SN ~lly <y h
:®\|T i ST m W oS T K 5 i sﬂ ks |14 Pl Piad ' _ !
= IE T q
£ PP
It AN AL
P —= 1412 b A1 =
x S ! —— )
fa = 5 | — 3 (—— [ il
NN i T e T i Wi i TR o -
& =W | RN e e §
s 3 'a
=y gy o~ : [ A )
=1 N e nmm. 20 S ¥ o . e B e s T I A T 0 13 WY B s 1 623 T T |

- uUoqsoq 9Tt 0z R B asnBny 1 ¥ umarg mesqnoyD Muesg Aq umesq 3 Paanseaiy

[ 234 ]

16943 '4

R 0 N By

@)

N 548 K

I

O

I

L

I

PLAETAN E

278



S.LL
JLANO0D .

ASNHOVSSVIN ‘AViIH

LNAOYOO

r

I NI

3

[SNOH

HTTIVIN

—dTNALLS

C|

b

A

SLILASAHOVSSVIN ‘AVAHIATIIVIA

HSNOH ¥YddOOH V

SV

,

LAVO—HdTNALLST

/

\

279

B W LB

[

M O NOGR-A P H S vERR S OE

li

H



SLLASNHOVSSYIN “WILLNIAO SMUANVA
0291 “USNOH NMLLTOH d9dN[—aITNdLLSIA 4T19N0d

SLLASNHOVSSVIN ‘NATVS
TAVAOS NO.LONIHSYM NO dASNOH—ATAILLSIA ddIS

PN E, 193 4

©OR

N 88 B

I

O

L

N (G |

])

280



>S LLASNHOVSSYW-OL1JALNID SYIANYA
ASNOWNAL TOH-ADANC - ATNDLLS AN A TINOT

S LLASAHOVSSVYIN TINATVS
TIVNOS NOIONIHS YN ATNDILSAA-AAIS-

Q
7976

v ~

\\.o%

mvhlon%mlo
” F 6 H
<U< Mmrn..w»m}m-
N B

e &

-5 —y 51
Wk@-.z

RN

i T3

- i 4 o

@ Jr@%w?

gl 3
v malb/m,kv

ﬂﬁw

s ¢
3 o
o |

JW— _
G
(nd
o j L
e) M
z :
—
]
le
S, G
[44 [
\ﬂ m
S L
N
z c .Im \\‘N > L e
P .«»“n £ .mp Ttz ¥ .#w G ¥4
TE [I3dd|id s [F s q nt Rl A eall g i |[[#* L
W
& i .[ =
‘mm 12 - opNs
e E @ a3
"
19| s s
et _ I
« — - —_
i s Q =
L
\m” T —4\ | A
1

+SSeA UL -
URHIC (-

s o
o Lo umod neaanoud uetd A €661 g1 adag umesd 3 01 ndeg prUnseIN

-S|HeS( 10§ SPYIU[ JO 21eDq - -SUCKIeAI|H UO§Q133] Jo '?[e2q
1 I 1 T T 1 111 I I T T OO
utlg 'L L -] g L3 T T o' dlg g Ig 53 WL 1o
1
b J
| =l
h_ —————— T —

M|

| 3 i i =
3
3

s
H

i 1o 9

0 . N 1 ;w
| i
Belis a 'R gE
s I S
ot s
A%ild 4
o
79 B Ow.ﬂ Gm B (42}
A i M A Bl i 117

L 10234UNLY UMOUG RGNy D MUeLS A9 .¢E6L-TL A3 oL 43qwe)dag UMedq g - padnsealy.

L1372}

281

M O N O.G R AP H S E:RL E<S . V. E.S 4 I B UsTisEeS

AP SHE



S LLASOHOVSSVN - - TdOdS TN T,
AN ANVAD VAN ASNOH-TTNILLS AN

ST TISOHOVS SV - QAOATAN LA
~89L1 SNOH SYARIENYHIVNOL- T TNELLSTA-

Suociqese]q doy 133 40 21edg.

! 0 553 T FIIIIan
E.WWM_W ~m 1% ¥ |3 0 ey

= Iz 4 o
S]1e3a( dag $Yduf Yo -3jedg

11

..Mw,ur—.vﬁnﬂﬁ L ra— et T *N
Lt A6 (Gem,gr) waopelg aqdean | -

Pl R 7

) iK
- s -3y Ps tal
,%
mn o
.v.)
)
ol
|
el
1} 3 s @
.o./ Ny a 9n_.4 Ors
B 133) wp X Wv
0N egll o d
T H
Balc o By
:h T ﬂ@& A
Kphbacr UBCU Yoo Loleo Yz.q
m \a 4 _.. " i ekl
&
s
4
o I
UL
¥ N >
v oaf s \
[ =T
. —L
gl g
9(4 .
T
s 1
m 37

“UoKIppY-
w ULIPOIN -

et .
. uﬂ%\mmﬂ

3.

T |

fD FPRPYDLY UMOLG -meANoOUD - Mueay «.Nﬁ ‘€8 6L-1143-01 4aqu2qdvg umeaq £3 - pIaUnsedA

“ SUOCIQRASTT AQJ JOIA JO B[EDG - - §11e39Q U SIYDUT O - I[EDG-

halZ "w s = = = P
1.|||||ﬁ. 0%03.“ ‘POOA UL POW —

(]
o "uf

) A
TR S ] d ﬁ.

.vw.: nu
2 o, .
Ny
s sl _ |
2.7 i i3 T :
z L% A21 ivd
UG W i [/ i A e ra E6—18
\
g s
"
® et
§ N S
s W B =
A ,
i
b LS »lmm« Sy {
—~- = - H " >
E; I J e K
M [ A \—
S e
Bl
P
sh
et 458478
a i & Lv* nm
5 5 L]
L $ 4 L ||
T st - — e e iy A Tonl
“.o 25988 7 iy lw@,
- PPPPV- by
P 3
5 n
e N
e
o B §
(pt 1
77
8
§ : Do
X
FF(DI: \
D, Z
N
~%H}§
il Z
s ~
L‘Uf q
= [eurgs : .
3 [ .h\k\w\k\WUO A9,
B L L Ly o,

umorg MeIINIYDS-Muet] Kq €61 6 aoquundas umead 5. 1€ am.sm.:dw. PRANSEIJN

[ 138 ]

1934

BN O

J

O

9]

P

L

P A NS E

282



SLdy

YIATYT @

ISAHD

A%

SSVIA

NVIO dVIN

<

.

ASNOH—ATNILLSH

LIOdSUYIANVA

A

SLLASNHOVSSYIN ‘A¥04d

"

TN LSUM

89£1—1SNOH SYOOYd NVH.LVYNO[—ITNILLSIA

1

{ 239

283

R (R B B ) T D

VES

SESRELEE S .

O8 G RUAL P H

N

M O

AP G



SLLASAHOVSSYIN “ALLSADNOTO “UdvVNOS TIVH NMO.L
09L1—HUSNOH TYONLLLIHM—ATAILLSIA

SLLASAHOVSSVIN NNV ddVD “MALI1SIONOTO
LATLLS ATAIN NO dSNOH—ATNGLLSIA

1934

CI NV

J

ONR

L

I

. B BN G

284



oW Al

-STIRYe(J 403 2182

‘Measured . Qc tiober 29 . &5 Drawn. November. 30 .1

. T P
Trorqeas]d Hog- 31855 900]
1 1

933 by Frank. Chouteau ®
R
Ll
<

L3 K3 {2 o
S

Door. &- b,ase.jare
‘hot-Original-

1l
7
NG

<
=l B
q
o

VESTIRBULESWHITTEMORE -HOUSE 1760+
TOWNHALL-SQUARF:GLOUCESTER~MASS-

Drawn December 20 Frank, Chouleau Brown-AlA

Measured October- 2.9: 193'5'97

aL’
=g 2

R

T o

E3

%

| 137 \z

P e
1 4
K2

44"
it

43"
)

4

=
| B Vo s R A A
s a‘:: - s[1893( 10]2[€>G - YOU[
T4 e W,
‘4 - UOIBART 1] 182G 390 -
{ s .I 1 T
Py e 4 L SRR

VESTIBULE-HOUSE-ON*MIDDLE-STREF T-4%
~GLOUCESTERCAPEANN-MASSACHUSETT' S+

H

E

MEQNGO G RoAs P 1]

{ 1qr ]

SSHaREN el

Y. E.S T alEeE U lsbist

285



2 816

PrBsiNe @

I

L

P

O

I

N “Las

F

O

R

PUORE

VESTIBULE—SAMUEL BROCKELBANK HOUSE—1670
GEORGETOWN, MASSACHUSETTS

HOUSE AT 26 NORMAN STREET

SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS

VESTIBULE

1:9735:4



JLATYLS A

S

)

[ININAS €2 'ON

<

dSAOH

LLASOHOVSSVIN ‘WH'IVS

ATAILI

S

I

A

SLLASAHOVSSYIN ‘IWATVS
SALLNEPIN THNNVS—Z8L1—ASNOH STOHDIN-

JOdTdd—

dTNILLSTIA

1

[ 143

287

S R ulE=BEUE TR .

v

RIS

MO NSO G SREEATEE & H S

H o



MASSACHUSETTS

ROCKPORT,

—1805—NINE GOTT STREET,

GEORGE GOTT HOUSE
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Monograph Four—Volume XX—“Later Houses of Cape Ann”
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