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PLAN (TOP) AND ELEVATION

For the Seafirst Gallery in Seattle, the
local firm of NBBJ Architects developed a
movable partition system that gives the
3,000-square-foot space flexibility. This
practical aspect is married to artful detail-
ing of the partitions that glide into place
on elegant bronze spheres.

According to project architect Brent
Rogers, each element of the partition
system is articulated according to its func-
tion. Motion is expressed in bronze, in the
form of an eight-inch cast bronze sphere
that rolls along a bronze recessed floor
track. The track’s concave surface matches
the radius of the sphere for a snug fit.

A steel W6x20-section, zinc-plated and
acid-etched, connects the sphere to the

underside of the partition. The partition is
wood frame clad with */s-inch gypsum
wallboard over '/>-inch plywood. The par-
tition surface allows objects to be hung at
any location on the surface without the
use of molly bolts.

Wood is used as a neutral material on
elements such as the gallery’s floor, which
is maple. The handle that operates the
partition’s spring-loaded cane bolt 15
made of “ironwood” (its species name 15
lignum vitae). Known for its strength an
durability, ironwood was commonly us€
for ships’ gears, and was selected for this
detail to resist the shear and structurd
loads generated by its function as a
handle. Michael J. Crosbie o
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Design choices are infinite with
Architectural Precast Concrete. When you
think of quality and beauty, think of
Architectural Precast Concrete.

Mr. C. James Lawler, FAIA  Mr. Sylvester Damianos, FAIA - Chairman
C.J. Lawler Associates
West Hartford, CT

The 1994 APA Awards for Design
and Manufacturing Excellence

is a national award program sponsored by the
Architectural Precast Association. Each year
a jury of your peers selects the best designs
utilizing architectural precast concrete.
Finished structures must display a highly
animated use of precast which gives life
and vitality to the building surface. Other
considerations include a good control of
medium, consistent color and textural
control, and a design that exploits the
potential of an architectural precast system.

1994 Jury Members:

Baltimore Orioles Ball Park
at Camden Yards

Baltimore, Maryland
Design:

Helmuth Obata and Kassabaum
Manufacturing:
Exposaic Industries, Inc. of Virginia

Harold Washington Library
Chicago, llinois

Design:
A. Epstein & &m

Manufacturing:
Terra Cotta & Cast Stone Mfg., Inc.

Mr. Melvin Brecher, FAIA

Damianos Brown Andrews, Inc. Geddes Brecher Qualls
Pittsburgh, PA Cunningham Architects
Philadelphia, PA

ARCHITECTURAL
PRECAST

ASSOCIATION

For more information, call or write APA,

or circle number 315 on the reader service card.
1850 Lee Road, Suite 230

Winter Park, FL 32789

Phone: (407) 740-7201

Fax: (407) 740-5321
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