
































































































(continued from page 100) in another 
$500,000, AIA hopes. But Billboard may 
have less latitude for negotiation when 
the contract expires in 1996, having 
recently been sold to a Dutch publishing 
conglomerate. Other ideas include cut­
ting services and programs. In other 
words, fewer services for more dues. 
Does this sound like a winning strategy? 

Another development is the require­
ment of continuing education for AIA 
membership, as of 1996. The Institute 
could increase the value of membership 
by making continuing education free 
(thus making the designation "AIA" sub­
stantive) or it could turn off more mem­
bers by operating the continuing ed pro­
gram as a bald-faced revenue enhancer. 

The AIA's best short-term bet is to 
promote its new service, AIA Online, 
to members and nonmembers. AIA 
Online is poised to revolutionize the 
profession by giving it swift access to 
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professional data bases , publications 
(such as the Commerce Business Daily), 
specifications and codes, employment 
referrals, professional directories, build­
ing products sources, costing informa­
tion, AIA's Professional Interest Areas, 
and professional development aids - all 
at the touch of a keyboard. 

There is not much traffic right now 
on AIA's information superhighway, 
but the infrastructure is in place, and 
is improving daily. Members can access 
information as they choose, instead of 
getting a barrage of AIA junk mail. 
An Internet-like chat line, soon to be 
added, will allow architects across the 
country to talk to each other, giving 
another dimension to professional col­
legiality. When AIA Online was demon­
strated to attendees of Grassroots in 
January they responded enthusiasti­
cally, calling for the Institute to "make 
AIA Online free with membership, 

extend and exploit its potential , and 
make it a key AIA value." 

Over the Edge 
When the AIA's members gather for 

their annual convention in Los Angeles 
next month (the theme of wh ich is 
"Edges"), they should demand a fair 
hearing and debate on changing the 
Institute's structure to serve them better. 
They should call for fiscal responsibility 
on the part of the board and the execu­
tive leadership (a balanced budget reso-
1 u t ion would be a good start) . They 
should force the Institute to reorder its 
priorities as evidenced by where their 
dues money is spent, and to address first 
and foremost the public promotion of 
this embattled profession. Most of all 
the members should ask the question: If 
the AIA is not part of the solution to the 
profession's dilemma, might it be part of 
the problem? o 

The verdict is in. The complete line of Chase-Durus traffic doors is judged to 
be of the very highest quality, reliability and aesthetic appeal. In reality, there 
is no "or equal" for this wide range of doors: 
• Speedor"' automated high-speed roll-up doors 
• Quicky ' automated high-speed horizontal doors 
• Durulite" insulated impact traffic doors in various configurations and full 

range of colors 
• Durulite®corrosion-resistant personnel doors 
• Chase-Durus solid core doors, service doors, flexible doors - and a 

whole lot more 

No matter what application you have, we can speed your selection and . 
specification process. We offer more choices, more options, more 
to problem doorways ... in commercial, institutional, consumer and industrial 
doors. Judge for yourself why Chase-Durus doors are seen in all the best 
locations. Refer to our full line catalog in Sweet 's ... or call toll-free 1-800-
543-4455 (Ohio 513-860-5565), or Fax 1-800-245-7045. 

11 llllcHASE• DURUS 
10021 Commerce Park Drive• Cincinnati , Ohio 45246 

Circle No. 309 on Reader Service Card 

P/A 

(continued from page 91) building codes 
should be checked to verify acceptabil­
ity of these wall and floor constructions. 

Structure-borne sound can be trans­
mitted via sound-flanking paths in a 
CMU wall and can radiate into adjoining 
spaces. Flexible expansion or control 
joints installed at regular intervals along 
the CMU wall can provide a discontinu­
ous construction and reduce sound­
tlanking paths around the wall. 

Acoustical leaks or openings in CMU 
walls can severely degrade transmission 
loss performance. Cracks equal to 1 per­
cent of the wall area can reduce the 
transmission loss by as much as 40 dB. 
Sealing cracks and openings at mortar 
joints and in CMU is necessary to 
achieve optimum sound-insulation per­
formance. Sound absorbing and diffus­
ing CMU should be laid in a full bed of 

mortar during installation to close off 
potential acoustical leaks at their slot 
openings. Electrical fixtures should be 
surface-mounted on CMU walls that 
have either grout- or sand-filled cells. 

Conclusion 
While this article covers the basic 

principles of acoustical design using 
CMU, the architect should consider 
consulting an acoustician for projects 
that require superior acoustical char­
acteristics. However, when carefully 
selected and detailed, the common 
material of CMU can deliver outstand-
ing acoustical performance. D 
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Artful Partition System 
CSI DIVISION 1 0660 

PLAN (TOPI AND ELEVATION 

For the Seafirst Gallery in Seattle, the 
local firm of NBBJ Architects developed a 
movable partition system that gives the 
3,000-square-foot space flexibility. This 
practical aspect is married to artful detail­
ing of the partitions that glide into place 
on elegant bronze spheres. 

According to project architect Brent 
Rogers, each element of the partition 
system is articulated according to its func­
tion. Motion is expressed in bronze, in the 
form of an eight-inch cast bronze sphere 
that rolls along a bronze recessed floor 
track. The track's concave surface matches 
the radius of the sphere for a snug fit. 

A steel W6x20-section, zinc-plated and 
acid-etched, connects the sphere to the 

___ ..,..,..G-i.-..·•r•a.•l:.lL 
P• C.G;r-&..VWl•fl&.O ~ 
t•H .. UI• UITS 

. . p.pc.,f Lt 

; 

. I ' I 
I i I 1 I l 
• 1 1 1

1 

i I: : ! 
1 1 1 1 

underside of the partition. The partition is 
wood frame clad with 5/s-inch gypsum 
wallboard over 1h-inch plywood. The par­
tition surface allows objects to be hung at 
any location on the surface without the 
use of molly bolts. 

Wood is used as a neutral material on 
elements such as the gallery's floor, which 
is maple. The handle that operates the 
partition's spring-loaded cane bolt is 
made of "ironwood" (its species name is 
lignum vitae). Known for its strength and 
durability, ironwood was commonly used 
for ships' gears, and was selected for thiS 
detail to resist the shear and structural 
loads generated by its funct ion as a 
handle. Michael J. Crosbie O 
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control, and a design that exploits the 

potential of an architectural precast system. 
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