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Prices continue to drop. in spotty fashion. in building mate-
@ortages of building

materials and equipment have disappeared,n and it ls the
experience of nost architects that specified naterials can nof,t
bo obtalned without construction delay. Hlgh point of production
'r/ffi-Tctober 1948 (61% above 1939 average) and only fear now
is that trend toward nbuyersr marketn may develop into slunp
that wou -ffiiomy. Recent sharp drop in
metals on commodities exchange has raised this question. How-
ever, post sober analysts look at still-great demand for needed
buildings and are confident of profitable activity for a decent
perlod ahead.

Pessimists are largely those who donrt realize the picnic is
ended. As W. W. lVlllians, chalrnan of the Connittee for Econonlc
Development, says, nMany businesses still need to learn that the
war is over. that their particular sellersr narket ls gone, and
that they must resune the normal practice of pricing and narket-
ing thelr products aggressively to pronote sales.rl

Architectural activlty has dropped in the larger netropolitan

before the war finding time to look around for new work. In
general, especially ln the snaller towns and cities, work is
holding up and very few practltioners are seriously worrled.. In
very recent weeks the appreclable drop ln bld prices has
resulted in brand-new actlvity ancl the revival of sone projects
that h'ad been shelved. AIso, nany farst
turning to instltutional work--particularly schools and
hospitals――with the resu■t that 三
are Finding competition stiffer to.

the movie based on the novel called The Fountainhea!- by Ayne
Ranffias been shown to several prevffioducei by
W?rner Brothers, lt stars Gary Cooper as the architect-hero who
blows up a houslnF project because soneone had inaccurately
translated the design he had sllpped to an lnconpetent col-
league. The picture, even nore clearly than the book, lndicates
Miss Randfs concern with discounting the professional's social
responsibllity and applaudlng the indivldual wlro lhunbs his nejse
at other peop■ o。

O Perhaps fortunately, the picture is nost ineptly directed. andpoorly acted. the development of ls
so Jerky, and the eye-rolling and Jaw-working are so nearly
burlesqued, that it ls doubtful if the plcture will become
popular. If it should, it could set archltecluro bqck further
than the Co sition di
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like varnish which forms a toueh. rusAed t surface on
wood.s, netals, masonry, or composition

● Lehigh University announces sumner seninar (JuIy 5 - August 15)
in product design. Irecturers will include Teague, Birren, Kepes,

Lr. Sonneborn Sons introduced a new plastic
Phenoplast to the trade recently. It is a

Finish
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trans
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Are s, Dreyfuss, and. other excellent teachers. Fee is $b0O;food, an additional $I00.

Many correspondents have asked what happeneal to pra
Sheldon Brunbaugh. Klamath Fall s
death. Answer is that Edward N. Hewitt of Detroit, in associa-tion with Murdo Morrison and John Howard of Blrningham, Mich.,
moved. to Klanath Falls and bought Brrrrnbaugh's practlce. They
intend_ to finiFh uncompleted work and continue in traditioE-f
comnunlty service that Brunbaugh established (see 0ctober
L947 PIL).

National Bureau of Stagdards reports on Ftudies g|l1ghtwgfg!!
aFgregate concretes. Findlngs in srrmmarv@S
the uelght of ordinary concrete are posslble, exhlbit low
thgrpal conductivity. but deveLgp llttle strength.- OTher light-
weight aggregate concretes developing compresslve strength of
1000 to 7000 lbs. per sq. in. weigh L/3 to Zl3 as nuch as
sand-gravel nix, and lose sone of thernal insulation value.
Irlghtweight concretes in general have high absorption and hlgh
shrlnkage factors, cost oconslderablytr nore than common mate-
rial_. S?vings vill result from reduced loads and heat
insulation.

lTerican Society of Planning Officials announces a new PfgggilgAdvisory Service. with research and advice for planning-EgenclEs
on their individual problems. Cost ls based. on population,
starts at $25 for citles under 10;000 popufatfon.

oBaltimore PIan,tr hailett by
ance and housing problen, i

some groups as answer to slun clear-
realitv merel t ].

health. and f acconprrsned on an
orderly, y―b■ ock basis. It is rOgulatory rather than
creative. Baltimore Mayor says, oIt i@
sonffithe worst slun cond.itions until su6h tine as the slt'ms
can be torn down and satlsfactory housing supplied. n

Philadelphia's City Planning Connission announced recently plans
to develop a 550-acre sectlon in the northeast part of the city
as a resldential connunity by -changing the old street pattern
and requiring by-pass of traffic. Buildlngs going lnto the aiea
will have to conply with new pattern whlch cal1s for looped
interlor streets within superblocks whlch wl1I have play areas
ancl paths. Connisslon points out that with this scheme street
improvement will cost ta:rpavers loss.

HHFA'S Econony Housing Prograrn. hailed by some as an effort to
interest hone bullders in economtcal nethods of constructlon and
ratlonalized organizatlon, and condemned by others as a move
toward smaller houses cheaper because of scrimping, is novlng
slowly. Directorsf Digest. polltng real estate editors, finds
thal n38/o of all home bullders in the country will be produc-
ing low-prlced hones before the end of the year. n Raymond. Foley,
HHFA'S Admlnistrator, told group of savings banks officlals
recently that they nust develop nan inforned wlllingness to make
financing available for prefabricated houslng or for sinplified
designs, and a readiness to promote and encourage local
acceptanco. . . o

industry has a potential in excess of

largely as result of war brought overloading and subsequent bad
wholesale price break 1n sone areas--resulting in prlce drops of
as much as 50d at contractor level.
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Mohon Insuloted Steel Wolls ore ideolly suited for
induslriol ond commerciol buildimgs, ond for mony
speciol purpose slructures, such os power houses ond
tronsformer slofions, where high exponses of woll ore
encountered. Wolls up to sixty feet in height moy be con-
slructed without horizontol ioints . . . this feoture olone
hos found fovor wilh mony orchitects throughout thi
country. Verticol ribs ore six inches on centers on fhe
oulside of the woll wiih interlocking ribs one foot on
centers. The inside surfoce of the woll is smoolh, with
verlicol inlerlocking ioinls one foot on centers. This type
of woll construction in combinolion wilh o Mohon Steel
Deck Roof cosls less, provides o firesofe, permonenl
building which con be quickly ond economicolly
erected. See Sweel's File for complele informotion.

IHE R. C. [IAH()N C()ilPANY
D.rroir ll, Michigon o Chicogo 4. lllinoir

lcprerenl.tlv.r in oll Ptincipol Cllle!
Monufocluren ol Inruloted Stccl Wolls, Stecl Deck for Roolr, Ccilingr, Flootr ond

?odition!. Rolling Sleel Doort, Grilloi, ond Undcrvrilcr3'[obclcd
Rolling St.Gl Dooft ond Firc Shuttcrr.
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GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT
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lN ELEVA丁 OR ttRANSPORTAT10N

Science has found the answer to a long-standing challenge . . . how to

control the operation of an entire bank of elevators so that every passenger

on every floor gets uniformly fast service . . . fully automatically.

レTH■ FIRST ■LEVA■ OR SYSTEM WITH TH■

“
|‖TILLIG■ HC■ "70 S● LVE AN▼  PASS■‖G■ R

S■ RVICE PROBL■ M...AUT● MATICALLY

Selectomatic is a proved elevator system that, by means of a unique electric brain,

instanly and continuously senses changes in elevator demand-then automatically

times and regulates the entire bank to answer each call quickly. An exclusive

Westinghouse development, Selectomatic is the result of 25 years of leadership

in vertical transportation engineering. Write for your

copy of book 8-3597. Westinghouse Electric corporation,

Elevator Division, Jersey City 4, N. J.
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LTI Ierpolsheimer's, 95,000 square feet of ultra_
modern store in Grand Rapids, Michigan, has the
most advanced merchandising lighting devised_a
flexi-module ceiling conceived and designed by
George L. Ely-and executed with specially de_
signed fluorescent fixtures by SylvaniaElectric !

Flexi-Module Ceiling Detoils

The flexi-module ceiling needs no
sub-frame of channels, compli_
cated hanging arrangements in_
volving hinging or other costly
devices. Hangers of required
length are attached to existing ceil_
ing or slab,32" on centers. Upp"r
end of hanging rod has device
which may be attached to various
types of ceilings in various ways to
meet requirements. For mainte-
nance or changing, panels are
lifted from hangers and slid over
to adjacent ceiling!

★

Sylvania's New Flexi-Module Lighting System
llluminates Herpolsheimer's-Modern Allied Store

"A store liQhtinS syslem is
satisfactory only when it
adapts itself to moderntner-
chandisin{ ptactice. In the
new Herpolsheimer stote,
the combined enpineeiln|
skil1s of Allied S/ores and
Sylvania have made sucft a
sys/em possible/" - Geot$e
L. Ely, store desipnet.

Briefly, this form of lighting was designed to
give great flexibility, with the accent on sellin6!, and
eliminate any distracting influence on the shopper.
Soft, glarefree, yet plentiful light is supptiJ by
Sylvania's new 75-wa tt, T-12, 8-foo! instant st art
Warmtone fluorescent lamps. Mounted in tandem
18" above the louvers on 32,, centers, these fix-
tures depend on a plug-in duct wiring system for
their power.

The louvers that form the flexi-module ceiling
consist of cells 3" high x 3,, wide x 3,,long. They
are made up into panels 32,, x 32,,. Ttre lighting
fixtures behind them can be quickly moved for
whatever concentrations or effects of light desired.
Directional and decorative lighting is rnore readily
adapted to this system than any other.

SYLVAN:A75W
T― :2F,XTuRE
(AR-150)

LOUVER
SuppoRT
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