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Birth-rate figures give sone clue to work ahead for architects.
Nornal prewar rate of 18 per 1000 had .iumped in 1947 to 26.2.
This means that the 18}6 nillion children now in elenentary
school w111 reach a peak of 26.6 nlllion by 1957; t-}:.e 6y2 nlIlion
hlgh-school chlldren will clinb to about 8 nilllon in 1960:
colleges, after a drop, will agaln be crowdled by 1960, and w111
reach a high point about 1965.

Argunents for school planning now to neet these statistlcal
loads are completely valld. Hone planning will likewlse be
affected as today's newborn cltlzens nany. In the 1960ts we can
look for another houslng oenergency,n unless there ls better
planning than now seens probable.

Administrationfs new housing biII would provid.e 1'050'000
public-houslng unlts ln seven years; lncrease interest on hous-
ing authority bonds to 2M% but elinlnate tax exemption; boost
allowable construction cost per roon to $2500.

Presldent rruman's threat of governnent-built steel plants
overshadowed hts request for addltional allocatlon controls for
all scarce naterials. U. S. Steel says lndustry can produce
68 million tons in r49 - enough to meet all but rextraordinaryo
d,eurands. Size and duration of the extraordlnary demand ls point
that xrill have to be settled.
There are some indications of slip*rt drop in buildlng costs.
In the east several recent btg Jobs have been bid at lower than
estinated costs. In the Midwest slmllar buildings dropped about
15 cents a sq. ft. in successlve bids a nonth apart. Estinates
for construction in mldyear are lower than for work to be
done at once.

This is good news for designers, but ralses the questlon whether
to advise clients !p lrait. Best present guess is that builtlings
planned now will get advantage of price slunp during year;
waitlng would be likely to run construction into new rise later.
First prestressed concrete structure of lnportance in the U. S.
is now brlclge ln Phlladelphia. Recent international conferen'ce
in Belglun hlghllghted European interest in this subJect. In-
creasing interest in this countrl presages tnore such deslgns.

Yale's Howland Menorlal prize goes thls year to Sven Markelius.
Swedlsh archltect. N.Y. A.I.A. Chapter's Medal of Honor goes
to Louis Skldnore. Douglas 0rr has been nade an honorary member
of the R.I.B.A.
Experiments are being nade with a stalnless steel paint. It is
not yet in production, but preliminary tests lndlcate that'
suspended in various vehicles, it may have many applications'
can be used on wood, metal, some types of masonry.

Survey by The Housing Institute lndicates that nortgage lnterest
rates havo increased (average now 5%), ratio of mortgage to
sales price ls dropplng (to about 5L.2%) and average naturlty
period has shortened.
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periods of design. 'lirdar- the rnatcrial is rnctal.

A sheet of metal shaperl like this is in it,. str()ngest

stnrr:tural f<rrrn. 'l'his is the shape of a ltobertson Q-1, rrir.

"Q" stantls for (Juick. lt syrnbolizr:s Robertson's engin,.ering

,rf rvall and lloor urrits specilically to rnet:t probk'rns in con-

strur:tion today rvhich did not exist a fet decades ag,r. 'l'hcv

also relieve toda\''s brrilders of much of the rrnprerlictabl: r:lcrnent

in lield lnbtr rr-hich penalizes other rnattrials.

Q-Panel is a rnetal Q-Unit, plus incom-

bustible insulation, plus a sheet of

flat metal.

A Q-Panel onlv 31+" thick has a

better l,-factor than a 12" rnasonry

lall. Pancls (:olne in trvo-foot lr,idths

and are light in rveight. They arrive at

the site reqlriring a minirnum of field

labor. A creu'of 12 men can ereol an

area equal to an acre of$ all in one \r-eek.

Q-Panels are the logical complement

to steel frame'rr-ork. 'l'her arc crrrtain

rralls and use metal to its utrnost efli-

cierlc). ll'he-v are a basic brrilding

rnaterial offcring toda_v's rlesigners

rnodern \rariations in appearanoe llever

before available. Exterior surfacos can

be flat or flrrterl or cornl)inations of

both. achieving cor)trasts in light and

shadorv. You have the choice of rnetal

coated steel" stainless or alruninurn.

Q-I'ancls are availal)le nory.

Ferleral'l'elecornrnrrrricalions Lalmratories, lnc.. \rrrler', N. J.
For truiklirrgs I anrl 2, the architect rvas Louis \\ eeks, of Nert
)iork Citl-. [iuildings 3 anrl 4 and 'loH,er are bv Giffels & Vallet and
L. Rosse tti of Detroit, Michigan. Cont.ractor was George A. Fuller
Co., of Neu York (litr'. lilxterior rvalls are Robertson's alrrrninrrrn
Q-Panel. l'knrs are Robertson steel Q-1.'loor.
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Close-up of Q-Ponel
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ling in the 20th Century
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swere the need of modern buildings for
unlimited electrical availability. Q-Floor is
tlre steel subfloor.'llhe cells are crossed over
bl' racervays lr-hich carry wires of any elec-
trical service. It takes but a few minutes
for an electrician to drill a small hole and
establish a fitting on any six-inch area of
the entire exposed, .floor.

Partitions and electrieal outlets need not be
planned until occupancy. ll'his saves draft-
ing room work. Also, the owner's investment
is protected against obsolescence. Vith elec-
trical alterations so easy, facilities can be
kept up to date long after appearance may
be outmoded. This is a financial point ap-
preciated by builders. You can see Q-Floor

Steel Q-l-lmr is shown here r-ith srrspended ceil-
ing and a condensed present:rtion of nrechanical

. eqrripnrerrt nt:cded in a nroderrr buildirrg.

Fittings at any General Electric construc.
tion materials distributor's.

Q-Floor, because of quick installation
(delivered pre-cut; two men can lay 32 sq.
ft. in 30 seconds), and dry constructiono has
reduced construction time 20 to 30/e. Also,
it requires no preset inserts. fncluding sus-
pended ceiling, Q-Floor weighs less than
forty pounds per sq. ft. and has a four-hour
fire rating.

Q-Floor is available now. For more de-
tails, call a Robertson representative or write

蘊 ‖淵 黎籟 砕 鵬 Lr鳳器靴
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W. H. Scndfelt Componn Milwoukcc, Wisconsin. Con-
troclor! Grossold & Johnson. Authorizcd Suntilc Dcoler:
Schworz Tiles Inc., both of Milwoukec, Wisconsin,
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f or beautif ul, practical interiors !

Up here in the great Northrtestern States, there are matrv

owners of homes and business places lr'ho are pointing
'n'ith pride-

-pointing with pride to interiors decorated rtith color-
balanced Suntile!

Theee orlners kno'n'that some verv effective color blends

have been achieved with this real clay tile-that rvalls and

floors have been expertly installed.

They're thoroughly s6ld, too, on Suntile's ease of mainte-
nance-the way it stays beautiful with simple soap and

rvater cleaning-the way it holds up without chipping,
marring or cracking. And they like, particularly, the fact
that no painting or redecorating till ever be needed.

》:露盤I鷺轟ぶ跳躙篤議∫1=驚:潔電.蹴∫識
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As tirne goes b1-, each of these ol'ners t'ill find his Suntile
installation every bit as bright and nel as it is todav.

This is customer satisfaction every architect likcs to
achieve in dre finished job.

It is lasting satisfaction, too, for Authorized Suntile
Dealers, carefully selected and trained, see to it that everv
Suntile installation reflects the excellence of the product
they represent.

Let us send you the name of an Authorized Suntile Dealer
l'ho can serve you. See Sweet's Catalog for complete
information on colors, shapes and sizes. The Cambridge
Tile Manufacturing Companl-o Cincinnati 15, Ohio.
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