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Gustav Stickley

Original Design, c. 1904

For more than 100 years, Stickley has been setting the standard
for furniture design, quality and craftsmanship.

Taken individually, Stickley’s construction features are impressive. When combined into one remarkable p1ece of furniture,
you begin to understand the real meaning of enduring value. Stickley’s unique construction methods, superior materials,
and timeless designs combine to create furniture that lasts from generation to generation. That’s the Stickley Difference.

STICKLEY

SINCE 1900

FOR THE LOCATiON OF THE STICKIEY DEALER NEAREST YOU, CALL 315. 682. 5500 OR Y [
& TICKLEY INC., STICKLEY DRIVE, P BOX 480, MANLIUS, NEW YORK



TURN OF THE CENTURY

\ ————— ESTABLISHED 1976 ———
Ji
: ':;t/l]

FREE SHIPPING SHOP ONLINE WWW.TOCL.CA

PROMOTIONAL OFFER EXTENSIVE SELECTION TOLL FREE 1 888 527 1825




dINISI8I;
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The Greater Mid-Atlantic

’ﬂ;‘; izegiﬁ '; azzs;faxh(l)ezvr?tls):gss?v? The Desi'g“ner Craftsmen Sh‘ow celebrates
restore renm)c;te and di;play m’w Nation;s i st ttme—h(mm‘red Amencqn crfi e
Arc’hitectural Histor‘y. This show is aid )fefltures the highest- quality fine art,
vvalsicble tool o Bl traditional crafts, contemporary folk art,
pr:fz;s?:nabl‘:a adhea museum-quality replicas, original artworks,

: and fine furniture reproductions.

FREDERICKSBURG EXPO CENTER
FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA

OPENING NIGHT

PREVIEW PARTY

FridaY) October 28, 2011 Join Demetra Aposporos,

6:00 pm — 9:00 pm editor of Old-House Journal and

P s e Patricia Poore, editor of Old-House

Admission: $20 AL PR Interiors and Early Homes, for a

SHOW DATES special wine and hors d’oeuvres
preview party on the show floor.

Saturday, October 29 : 2011 Be the first to view and
10:00 am — 5:00 purchase rare collectables
L am S and hard to find items!

Sunday, October 30, 2011
11:00 am — 4:00 pm

Admission: $12 per person

Children 18 and under accompanied by a paid adult are frec.

*No strollers or cameras permitted on the show floors.

Once inside the shows, enjoy FREE informative workshops, watch
educational demonstrations and shop hard-to-find period items,
specialty restoration products, services and more!

"

SPRING LOCATION JUST ANNOUNCED!
GREATER PHILADELPHIA EXPO CENTER

OAKS, PENNSYLVANIA
MARCH 16-18, 2012

For more information visit HistoricHomeShows.com
or call 800.782.1253
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A COLLECTION OF

historically inspired, original ceiling fans
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PERIOD ARTS
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www.periodarts.com
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itchen Event!

September 1%t - November 15, 2011

Option 1:

2o

— INSTANT
~ SAVINGS’

/
f =2

Option 2:

/

C A0 ATAATATAYA

O r' Purchase an AGA Legacy Range Hood and receive an INSTANT SAVINGS of $250°
Purchase an AGA Legacy Dishwasher and receive an INSTANT SAVINGS of $250°

*For full details on this promotion, please visit us online at www.aga-ranges.com. Offer is valid between
September 1%, 2011 and November 15%, 2011 at participating AGA dealers. This offer cannot be
combined with any other offer.

Circle 002 on Free Information Card www_aga -ra nges,com
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The Historic 1950s

HE TWO “VIsITS” in this issue take us to single-family American

houses that couldn’t be more different from each other. It strikes me,

though, that they were built just 60 years apart! Imagine that: Turk-
ish corners and filigreed brass and gaslight transmogrifying to concrete block
and Naugahyde in less than a lifetime.

Like the freewheeling ’50s house on p. 36, life is a circle. I was raised
in a 1951 Colonial Ranch and contemptuous of mid-century design—along
with suburbia—for decades. My grandparents had tossed away any ties to
the leftover Victorian parlors and mores of their youth; they were utterly
perplexed when I ran off to Brooklyn to participate in the restoration of
19th-century brownstones (“‘save the original details!”). In the early *70s, you
could find Victorian-era houses for sale by their first owners, or rather by the
estate or the bank, or by a daughter who’d never renovated a thing during her
eight-decade tenure. A surprising number of houses still held vestiges of the
original kitchen, toilets retrofitted into closets, even piped gas to illuminate
the old wall brackets.

In those days I began my career in old-house magazines. The staff
Joked that “we’ll quit when ranch houses are considered historic.” T would
discover later that prototype California ranches, built in the 1930s and *40s,
were most attractive—Ilike bungalows turned inward, and offering the mod-
ern amenities we take for granted but must have.

One day while speed-walking in a New Jersey suburb, it struck me that
the neighborhoods I'd denigrated had matured very well indeed, their houses
all settled down amidst mature rhododendrons and a leafy canopy over quiet
streets. And they even had garages! I was stirred to nostalgia.

So consider the swift passage of time as you read about two unique
houses: the radial Modern house of 1954, and the 1891 house that somehow
survived until it attracted owners who like gaslight.

Patricia Poore
ppoore@homebuyerpubs.com
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SUBWAY
CERAMICS

888.387.3280

071{&')’ )L””[‘IL‘.\ k‘HIHIL’

www.SubwayTile.com

V¥ Circle 010 on Free Information Card

CENTuRY STuDISS

FINE Tirrany Lamp
R EPRODUCTIONS
Handcrafted in our Minnesota studio since 1986

651.699.4838 - centurystudios.com

Have nothing in your house
which you do not know to be
useful or believe to be beautiful. |

~William Morris

tel 973-857-6480 fax 973-857-4943

NEW Featured Pater

Blossom . i

, Architectural_ slip-on
covers for
installed baseboard
lﬂeating units

| www.radiantwraps.com
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Cresting Waves o

Create a seascape on your bathroom floor with
Trafalgar Border in blue on Dover white. The
6" x 3" border tiles and 3" x 3" corner tiles are
priced from $11.95 each.The blue and white
square and rectangular tiles shown are also from
Original Style’s Artworks Collection,

(11) 44-1392-473000, originalstyle.com

< Say It With Copper

If your copper anniversary is coming up, cel-
ebrate with this 7th Anniversary commemora-
tive tray, sustainably produced from reclaimed
copper. The hand-hammered tray, made by
the traditional bonfire method, measures 16%"
x 13%" including handles. From Susan Hebert
Imports, (503) 248-1111, ecobre.com

< Whip-stitched Wool

by Mary Ellen Polson

These traditional striped, whip-stitched wool
blankets feature three slim stripes at top and
bottom. Woven from Canadian wool, they’re
available in five colorways—three of them new
for fall. The blankets come in throw ($180) and
queen sizes ($348). All from Coyuchi, (888)
418-8847, coyuchi.com

L O O
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For more than a century, designers and architects have enriched their
projects with accent elements created by the DECORATORS SUPPLY CORPORATION.
Today we offer replicas of some fifteen thousand original designs, produced
in varied materials. * Readily installed by tradespeople and do-it-yourselfers.

* Uses: period restoration, remodeling, new building projects.
* $35.00 for our six book set of illustrated catalogs.

DECORATORS SUPPLY CORPORATION

3610 SOUTH MORGAN, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60609
(P) 773-847-6300 = (F) 773-847-6357 » www.decoratorssupply.com

W Circle 030 on Free Information Card
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a day on the slopes, aroaring fire, homestyle

and luxurious suite at the RoYCROFT INN
——1is easier to enJoy than the bunny hill— ’

_ HISTORIC
:’? CONDITIONS

BEAUTIFULLY RESTORED
GUEST SUITES

STICKLEY FURNITURE H
WHIRLPOOL TUBS

Artisan-inspired CUISINE

THE ROYCROFT CAMPUS is
a NATIONALLY DESIGNATED
HISTORIC LANDMARK

R |

B

.- ROYCROFT Inn

at EAST Au RORA, N‘“’X",’k

4.0 SOUTH GROVE STREET : CalltheInnat716.6yLyy5‘z
East Aurora, NY 14052 | www.roycroftinn.com

m—»

¥ Circle 017 on Free Information Card

»

Refinement.

While beauty is in the eye of the beholder,
it truly lives in our hearts.

DRIWOOP

Ornamental Wood Moulding

1-888-701-9207 e sales@driwood.com
www.driwood.com

@I=r=lal Mountain
Windoyv Co.

Traditional Detall Energy Performance
* New Construction or Replacement
* 5/8",7/8", %" or 1 1/4" Muntin Bars
» Concealed Balance with Tilt-in Sash
¢ Oil Rubbed Bronze or

Brass Antique Hardware
¢ Restoration "Wavy" Insulating

Glass Option
¢ Virtually any Casing or Trim Available
* Available with ENERGY STAR® Rating
« Traditional Aesthetics

92 Park Street
Rutland, VT 05701
802.747.6915

ARG YTy mountainwindow.com —

OLD-HOUSE INTERIORS 9



< Here Comes
Santa Claus
Lois Clarkson creates
her one-of-a-kind Fa-
ther Christmas figures

based on vintage post-

cards. She sculpts each
head from clay, then
adds hand-blown glass
eyes and sheep-wool
beards. The German
Father Christmas sells
for $450 plus $60 ship-
ping. From Snowdin
Studios, (267) 664-

8381, snowdinstudios.

: ¢ Holiday Trio s

These handmade tiles in festive greens, whites, reds, and pinks
Pres ents Of the Past are perfect for display. The 4" x 8" Dard Hunter tree sells for
$52.The 6" square Alhambra geometric tile is $62. The
6" square Button Basket is $62. All from Motawi,
(734) 213-0017, motawi.com

Aesthetic =
Botanical

The Diagonal tray straddles two
eras: late Victorian and early Arts
& Crafts. Diagonal bands divide
lifelike leaves on one side and

a profusion of flowers on the
other. The tray measures 8" wide
x 10" long. It’s $75. From Derby
Pottery, (504) 586-9003,
derbypottery.com

AMBAAMARBARRARRARARRERERERRARREAN = Art 1n

Miniature

Kathie Ratcliffe’s palette of
intricate miniature quilts

includes this stunning Star
of Bethlehem pattern. In
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sunburst colors on a white U Tags Of GOId §
ground, this small work of Featuring a vintage illustration of golden pears
art is sewn from at least 10 with a sheet-music background, these gift tags
different fabrics. The quilt are printed on heavy linen card stock with ar-
measures 11%4" x 11%".It’s chival inks. They measure 245" x 3%". A packet
$1,450. From Nine Patch of three is $3, plus a small shipping charge. From
LR0 111 R BRAEEE N IS, R Studio, (540) 882-3348, Creative Visions, (214) 632-6472,
ninepatchstudio.com creativevisions.etsy.com
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VINTAGEDOORS.COM

Visit Our Online Showroom! ‘i‘." g N Tl 4 ; ITY
Catalog: (800) 787-2001 EXPEMENCE//THE BEAL

ANTIOUE LIGHTING GALLERY

Boost YOUR HOME’S CURB
APPEAL & VALUE!

Screen & Storm Doors
3 Season Porches
Entry & Interior Doors
Dutch, French, Louver & More!

e
_—

-

,
A

=3

ESTSe-s

‘¥ Circle 025 on Free Information Card

(@
MASON&KOLF

WYAILLPAPER 5 FLOOR LAMPS | TABLE LAMPS | LAMP SHADES

www.mason-wolf.com

EXPERT RESTORATION SERVICES | CHANDELIERS | WALL SCONCES

APPLETON ANTIQUE LIGHTING

801 BOYLSTON ST. | CHESTNUT HILL | MA | 02467 | 617.566.5322

~ WWW.APPLETONLIGHTING.COM

Specializing in Service
and Dependabxhty

Your wholesale source and manufacturer
of cast aluminum lighting, fixtures,

and furniture. We reproduce original cast
iron parts, build molds, and specialize

in custom work.

Write for our catalog featuring illustrations

of more than 160 of our available

products ($4.00 fee).

298 Leisure Lane

Clint, TX 79836

800-253-9837 Fax: 915-886-2890
732-866-0451 www.akexteriors.com
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F U R N S HIT N G S

< Piping Hot Mixer
The Raindance S shower-pipe
offers the luxury of an exposed
thermostatic valve with a coordi-
nating 240 AIR showerhead and
a 100 AIR three-jet hand shower.
In chrome (shown), the suite
retails for $1,543. A nickel version
is $2,264. From Hansgrohe, (800)
334-0455, hansgrohe-usa.com

¢ Bright as a Penny 4
The double-ended Piedmont tub with a copper-leaf skirt offers a
luxurious 18”-deep bathing well. Dimensions on the rolled-rim tub

=n

are 67" long x 28" wide x 25
$7,500. Sunrise Specialty, (800) 444-4280, sunrisespecialty.com

high. As shown, the tub retails for

Hot and Steamy

Toast Your Toes =

Just introduced, the wood-burning
Maverick Firepit in heavy-gauge steel
includes a foot rail decorated with a
rustic pinecone motif. It’s available in 3'
and 5' versions. The 5' firepit has an 8'
outside diameter. It retails for $2,700.
From Travis Industries, (425) 609-2500,

avalonfirestyles.com

< For Smaller Kitchens

The Cormatin measures only 27%" wide, but

o > it houses a full-size oven. The cooktop can be

configured with three or four gas burners, or
two burners and a simmer plate. In 18 colors,

prices begin at $5,995. From Lacanche USA,
@ (800) 570-2433, frenchranges.com

More period furnishings at
oldhouseonline.com

12 NOVEMBER | DECEMBER 201 1



4 Swinging Tap

With a spout that swings a full 360 degrees, the
TRU Faucets deck-mounted pot filler easily

installs in existing kitchens. It measures 18" high

and has a reach just shy of 25". In copper, it sells
for $399. In oil-rubbed bronze, it’s $369. From
Premier Copper Products, (602) 476-7332,

premiercopperproducts.com

< Slim
and Radiant

The Seta updates the classic

4 Octagonal Pedestal 4

radiator profile with distinc- The 1930 Series octagonal washbasin sink set re-

tive “pepper shaker” tops. calls a period bath basic popular in the first half of
Part of the Bisque Collection, the 20th century. The sink comes in widths from
each unit is 24" high and 24" 231" to 311", Retail prices for the set range from
or 35" wide. Finishes include $730 to $1,150, depending on size. From Duravit,
white, matte black, metallic, (770) 931-3575, duravit.com

and chrome. Prices begin at

$1,001. From Runtal North

America, (800) 526-2621,

runtalnorthamerica.com v Heat Under Cover ¢
Cover up old fin-tube heating elements with decorative
baseboards in three styles, including this traditional raised-
panel design. Combine end caps, main panels, and corners to

complete the facelift. Pricing for a 5'-long main panel with
end caps begins at about $399. From Overboards, (800)

835-0121, go-overboard.com

< Swan

Neck Spout

The Bridgeford high-
profile, dual-handle bar

faucet comes in a choice of

chrome, brushed nickel, or
oil-rubbed bronze finishes. It
features a 7" spout and pro-
prietary SilkMove ceramic
cartridges. Retail prices
begin at $439 for chrome.
From Grohe, (800) 444-
7643, groheamerica.com

OLD-HOUSE INTERIORS 13



news

Nineteenth
Century Modern
Did you know that
the Modern move-
ment had roots in the
Victorian period? The
Brooklyn Museum’s
new exhibition,
“Nineteenth-Century
Modern” on view
through April 1,
2012, examines

the emergence of
Modernism based on
the aesthetic of the
machine as a source
of artistic inspiration.
Curator Barry H.
Harwood shows how
the industrial world
influenced design. In

An ebonized cherry chair designed
about 1880 by Daniel Pabst, on view
at the Brooklyn Museum.

| architecture, painting, furniture, and the decorative arts, geom-

etry and abstract decoration became favored over naturalism,
which came to be considered traditional and conservative.
Among the items on view will be furniture by John Henry
Belter, Duncan Phyfe, the Thonet Brothers, Samuel Gragg,
Bradley & Hubbard, and George Hunzinger; and silver objects
by Tiffany & Co., Gorham Manufacturing, Elsa Tennhardt, and
Napier. (718) 638-5000, brooklynmuseum.org —Brian Coleman

Chicago by Wright

If you'll be in the Chicago area in November, take a new
bus tour, “Frank Lloyd Wright's Chicago," offered Saturday
mornings from Oct. 29 through Nov. 19, departing from the
JW Marriott Hotel. Guided by
architectural historian Jean L.
Guarino, the tour will provide
exterior interpretations of
Wright designs in downtown
Chicago, the Kenwood and
Hyde Park neighborhoods, and,
of course, Oak Park.

In Kenwood, the tour
passes by two of Wright's
“bootleg” houses, designed
on the side when the architect was in the employ of Louis
Sullivan. The three-hour event includes interior tours of the
Home and Studio and Robie House. Tickets are $55. The
hotel is offering packages of lodging and tour. Frank Lloyd
Wright Preservation Trust, (312) 994-4000, gowright.org

The stained-glass “prow”
windows in the Robie House.

14 NOVEMBER |DECEMBER 2011

PROFILE

He trained as an artist, but
JAMES K. DAVIES quickly dis- k
covered he preferred to make |
things that were functional

as well as beautiful. “I don't
do art for art’s sake,” says
Davies, who creates hand-
hammered copper lighting

in the style of Dirk van Erp from his shop in Olympia,
Washington. "I do art that has some sort of useful aspect
to it. Lighting is exactly what that is.”

When one of his college professors, Philip Harding,
noticed the ease with which Davies was able to move
between drawings
and three-dimensional
design, he suggested
he take up sculpture.
After graduation,
Davies landed work
with Michael Ashford's
Evergreen Studios
[evergreenstudios.
com]. Ashford taught
him the basics of Arts
& Crafts metalwork,
from angle raising
to planishing. After six
years, Davies says, he
was doing much of the fine work in the shop and was
training and teaching others.

In 2005, he parted ways with Evergreen and created
his first lamp, a flat-top floor lamp that combined ele-
ments of a Dirk van Erp lamp with one by a disciple of his
in the Copper Shop, August Tiesselinck. “I have a lot of
respect for his design work,” Davies says of Tiesselinck.
“He left the master’s shop to do his own thing, which is
sort of what | did.”

The lamp sold within two weeks. While Davies will
happily make a close reproduction of a van Erp gourd
lamp, he is equally pleased to create an original design
like his four-arm ‘Riverside’ chandelier. He conceived
and drew the unusual, Japanese-like pitched and flared
lanterns, then figured out how to create them on the
shop floor.

Davies freely admits to being a bit obsessive about his
lights. “It's got to be very professional, clean, and perfect
for it to leave my shop. | want my clients to get every
penny of what they spent in quality.” Craftsman Copper,
(360) 486-4962, craftsmancopper.com

James K. Davies turns
two-dimensional ideas into
three-dimensional lighting.

The ‘Riverside’ chandelier
features Davies’ innovative
pitched and flared lanterns.

COURTESY BROOKLYN MUSEUM (LEFT)
TIM LONG, COURTESY FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT PRESERVATION TRUST
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HeatRegisters.com
509-535-5098

An enormous selection of heat
registers, vent covers, cold air
returns and more, in standard

and custom sizes.

Beautify your
surroutidings!

Exquisite exterior and interior home packages delivered
worldwide. Catalog, plans and additional information available.
Please come for a visit and personal tour.

HOMES

1741 Route 7 South, Middlebury, Vermont (802) 382-9082

Looking for originality?
Choose the warm charm of our
Antique appliances, or the retro

cool of our Northstar line.

RANGES * COOKSTOVES
RANGE HOODS « MICROWAVES
REFRIGERATORS ¢ DISHWASHERS

Adorned with nickel, brass, copper
or chrome, each custom-built
appliance is true to its era.
Models available in gas, electric,
wood-burning or dual fuel.

For true originals.
Let us build one for you.

9000000 OC

ElmiraStoveWorks.com
1 800 295 8498
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| OPEN HOUSE

The Queen Anne-style Haas-Lilienthal House was one of the most

| exquisite homes in San Francisco to survive the 1906 earthquake and

fire. It was designed in 1886 by Peter R. Schmidt for William Haas,

| aprominent merchant of German-Jewish descent.

Three generations of the Haas and Lilienthal families

lived here until 1973, when the family donated the

11,500-square-foot house and most of its furnishings

to what is now San Francisco Architectural Heritage.

Built of redwood and fir, the house features prominent

| open gables, an asymmetrically placed porch with

| spindlework supports, textured shingle surfaces, and
an exuberant round tower topped by a “witch's cap”

| roof. Years ahead of its time when it was constructed,
it provides a window into the lifestyle of an upper-mid-

| dle-class family in late 19th-century San Francisco.

‘ Still present are many of the original embossed

| Lincrusta wallcoverings and the dual gas-electric light
fixtures, state of the art in 1886. The family’s antique
Oushak carpets grace the parlors, which are furnished

| with late 19th-century reproductions of European
antiques. Upstairs, several bedrooms are on view (in-

| cluding one with an unusual 10-piece oak Arts & Crafts
bedroom suite), as is a bathroom with original tiles and fixtures. The

| house is open for tours Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays year-round.

2007 Franklin St., San Francisco, CA, (415) 441-3000, sfheritage.org

TOP LEFT: The dining room is paneled in golden
oak and includes a coffered oak ceiling. The original
embossed wallcovering is finished to resemble
Spanish leather. TOP RIGHT: The central tower of
the Haas-Lilienthal House was an unusual archi-
tectural feature for Queen Anne-style houses in
the West in 1886. CENTER: With a dramatic Nu-
midian red marble fireplace surround, the living
room is furnished with Edwardian furniture and
an antique Oushak carpet. ABOVE: The kitchen

is open to tour. LEFT: The tub, vanity, and tiles in
an upstairs bathroom date to the 1880s.

JODY STUART PHOTOGRAPHY
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Georgian Weekend

Explore Georgian design, architecture,
and furniture-making during a week-
end symposium at Historic Deerfield,
Nov. 11-13. “Balance and Beauty:
Georgian Design in Early America”
will feature lectures by international
experts and hands-on workshops with
master cabinetmakers.

The Georgian style had its roots in
17th-century England, when architects
Inigo Jones and Christopher Wren
designed buildings influenced by the
ltalian Renaissance. By 1700, Georgian
designs began to reach the American
colonies in the form of architectural
manuals and pattern books. Popular
with the sophisticated and wealthy in
England, Georgian became the style
template for prosperous Americans for

much of the 18th century, lasting until the break of the Revolutionary War.
To register: Historic Deerfield, (413) 775-7179, historic-deerfield.org

The Tulip stair in the Queen’s House in
Greenwich, England, designed by Inigo
Jones about 1616.

Don't miss.. .

* “THE MAKING OF A COLONIAL
REVIVAL MANSION,” Nov. 5, Salem,
MA. The story of Phillips House, built in
1821 and restored to Federal grandeur
in 1911. Historic New England, (978)
744-0440, historicnewengland.org

* FINE AMERICAN CRAFTSMAN
SHOW, Nov. 13-14, Wilton, CT. A
show and sale featuring some of
America's finest artists and artisans
in traditional crafts. (203) 762-7257,
wiltonhistorical.org

* PENNSYLVANIA GERMAN FOLK
ART SHOW & SALE, Nov. 19-Dec.
31, Lancaster, PA. Artist-made pieces
inspired by original Pennsylvania Ger-
man designs and techniques. Lancast-
er Mennonite Society, (717) 393-9745,
Imhs.org

* “WITH CUNNING NEEDLE: FOUR
CENTURIES OF EMBROIDERY,”
through Jan. 8, 2012, Winterthur,
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DE. Inspired by the re-creation of a
17th-century embroidered jacket at
Plimouth Plantation in Massachusetts,
the exhibition delves into the designs,
materials, techniques, and makers of
embroidery over four centuries. (800)
448-3883, winterthur.org/needlework

* PA GERMAN FOLK ART SALE,

Dec. 3-31, Mennonite Heritage Center,

Harleysville, PA. Folk art inspired by
old traditions, including carved birds
and animals, sawdust work, fraktur
and scherenscnitte, handmade paper,
miniatures, pottery, tin work, textiles,
toleware, theorem painting, and wood-
work. (215) 256-3020, mhep.org

“THE HOUSE THAT SAM BUILT:
SANM MALOOF AND ART IN THE
POMONA VALLEY, 1945-1985,"
through Jan. 30, 2012, Pasadena, CA.

Explores the work of the legendary furni-
ture maker who became a nationally rec-

ognized leader of the American studio
furniture movement. Huntington Library,

A sampler worked by Sarah Collins
about 1673, on view at Winterthur.

Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens,
(626) 405-2100, huntington.org

COURTESY WINTERTHUR MUSEUM, GARDEN & LIBRARY (SAMPLER)
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203 West Lake Street
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Browse our catalog
and shop online at
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or call 1-888-704-POTS
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Since 1528, Galveston has

Its checkered past includes cannibe

reinvente

prostitution, and gambling. It has flowr

was briefly a national capital.

BY STEVE AUSTIN

ORE RECENTLY, the Texas

city with a florid past has

ocused on historic preser-
vation and tourism. Cruise ships enter
the same channel that buccaneer Jean
Laffite traversed over 190 years ago,
after helping Andrew Jackson win the
Battle of New Orleans. Four historic
districts contain hundreds of Victorian
homes and commercial buildings that
are now legally protected from the rav-
ages of remuddling.

The Hotel Galvez is replacing its
modern replacement windows with
authentic reproductions of the ones in-
stalled a century ago. The 1894 Grand
Opera House brings in Hal Holbrook,

DECEMBER 2011

Gladys Knight, Jackie Mason, and Wil-
lie Nelson. The square-rigger Elissa
hugs Pier 21, near the place it loaded
cotton bound for Europe in the 1880s.
Each year the Elissa jaunts into the Gulf
and sometimes beyond.

Horses pull buggies through the
old parts of town. Docents lead visi-
tors through the 1892 Bishop’s Pal-
ace, designated the 14th most impor-
tant Victorian building in the U.S. by
the American Institute of Architects.
The spectacular, 31-room brick and
limestone Moody Mansion of 1895 is
also open to the public, its Pottier and
Stymus interior restored by Conrad
Schmitt Studios. Tours of the 1838

&

. 14
BISHOP'S PALACE] o

TOP: The 1877 Elissa, the official Tall Ship of
the state of Texas, came to call in Galveston in
the 1880s. ABOVE: Architect Nicholas Clayton’s
1892 masterpiece, the Bishop’s Palace.

lodgings

The luxurious Hotel Galvez takes you to a time
when Houstonians drove their new Model-Ts to the
beach for a getaway. In the Strand Historic District,
the building designed by Galveston architect Eugene
Heiner that now houses the Tremont House
started as a dry-goods house in 1879. Both hotels

are owned by Mitchell Historic Properties. For more
information, search at wyndham.com » Quaint B&Bs
on the island include the Garden Inn [galveston.
com/gardeninn|, the Coppersmith Inn [copper
smithinn.com|, the Victorian Inn [vichb.com], and
Grace Manor [gracemanor-galveston.com).



Michel Menard House are reserved for
special occasions, but with luck visitors
will get the opportunity. Cannonball
scars from the 1863 Battle of Galveston
add patina to the Hendley Building at
one end of a five-block stretch of 19th-
century commercial buildings.

The Galveston Historic Founda-
tion (GHF) is the second largest pres-
ervation organization in the country.
GHEF is headquartered in the grand old
Customs House, completed in record
time so that its Northem contractors
could get paid before the Civil War be-
gan. GHF’s Historic Homes Tour, held
the first two weekends in May, attracts
thousands of tourists, as does Dickens
on the Strand (Dec. 2—4, 2011), a fes-
tival that finds locals and tourists alike

cavorting in Victorian garb while cars
are banned from the old commercial
district. Galveston’s Mardi Gras cel-
ebration (Feb. 10-21, 2012) is second
only to that of New Orleans.
Hurricanes hit the island an aver-
age of every 20 years or so, but major
flooding is expected only once a cen-
tury. Using that yardstick, the 2008
floods of Hurricane lke arrived a bit
late, 108 years after the great storm of
1900. Ike killed thousands of live oaks,
but the historic houses largely survived
the maelstrom. The fighting spirit
of locals—both BOIs (people born
on the island) and IBCs (islanders by
choice)—has transformed most of the
devastation into new roofs, paint jobs,

and replanted gardens.

TOP: One of the few remaining 19th-
century commercial districts in America,
The Strand, a National Historic District,
hosts the yearly Dickens celebration,
when Galveston goes Victorian. CENTER:
The 1894 Opera House has been restored
to its original glory by dedicated pres-
ervationists. ABOVE: The Hotel Galvez,

a historic grande dame by the sea, is
celebrating its centennial.

Pelicans waddle alongside people
who enter the seafood market through
one doorway as fishing boats unload
through another. The palm trees sway
in the Gulf breeze while dolphins
and swimmers play in the surf. Once
again, Galveston welcomes visitors.

Y’all come on down! +°

OLD-HOUSE INTERIORS
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Literary Influences and Old House Magic

BY JUDY CHAVES

URING MOST OF our childhood, my sister and
I were convinced that our house, a modest
Queen Anne built at the turn of the century,
hid within its walls a secret room or passageway. Both of us
were avid readers and considered ourselves experts on the
subject of secret places, having devoured so many books in
which everyday children just like us had discovered an un-
known corridor or hideaway in their homes. Sometimes the
discovery was inadvertent, and sometimes it was the result
of a diligent search. Always, though, some very ordinary
part of a house—a door, a mirror, the back of a wardrobe, a
tapestry—turned out to be not so ordinary after all, but held
some secret. In most of the books, magic was involved.
Jessica and I were definitely of the “diligent search”
school. We went around the house systematically tap-
ping (all right, banging) at walls, listening for what we
knew would be that telltale change from solid to hol-
low. “There’s nothing in there!” our mother would cry,
but the more she protested (and can you blame her—
we left plaster dust in our wake), the more determined
we became. We knew that Mary, in The Secret Garden,
discovered Colin in a far-off secret bedroom behind the
tapestry—only after ignoring all warnings from adults not

22 NOVEMBER |DECEMBER 2011

to explore! And Lucy, in The Lion, the Witch, and the Ward-
robe, found the entrance to Narnia only after her older
siblings had determined there was “nothing there!” in the
room that held the wardrobe.

Why should we listen to our mother? I believed so
fervently in our search, in fact, [ would occasionally—in
the privacy of my bedroom, with the door closed—climb
on top of my dresser and peer into the mirror that hung
above, pushing against it gently, in the hope of entering
Looking Glass House like Alice.

When we weren’t poking around our own house,
Jessica and I were convincing our friends to poke around
theirs. We were especially interested in friends’ houses
that held more potential than ours: houses with dumb
waiters and laundry chutes, narrow back staircases, attics
accessible through tempting little doors in closet ceilings.
I was quite intrigued by two in-ground storage holes for
garbage cans dug into a friend’s back yard. To me, their
round green tops poking up from the earth looked like
the “solid-looking little door, painted a dark green” that
led into Mr. Badger’s home in The Wind in the Willows.

I searched passionately for anything recessed, tucked
away, anything hard to find. I wanted our house, old though

COURTESY 1890 HOUSE MUSEUM
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Join Demetra Aposporos, editor
of Old-House Journal,as she brings
the pages of your favorite old-house
magazines to life in the new online
video series Old-House Live!

Brought to you by Old-House
Journal, Old-House Interiors,
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you inside America’s architectural
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efficiency.
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Custom colors, shapes and
designs are the standard.
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ARTS & CRAFTS
CARPET COLLECTION

New Stained Glass
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The most authentic and
beautiful carpets in the
Arts & Crafts tradition
come from our looms
to your floor.

Call us for a dealer
in your area

800.333.1801
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other VOICES

it was, to have more nooks and crannies, to be the sort
of house in which my favorite characters lived, the
sort of house “that you never seem to come to
the end of,” as C.S. Lewis wrote of the house

that opened to Narnia.

—

T —

FORTY-ODD YEARS have passed since I
lived in that Queen Anne, but I will
confess that such longings have never
gone away. A host of literary images,
as vivid to me still as in my childhood,
became the checklist of things my house
absolutely had to have.

When my husband and I bought a
house and helped design its addition, I knew
what it needed: Window seats on which to
kneel and peer at the sky like the children in Mary
Poppins and Peter Pan. A nook where I
would sit cross-legged with a book, to
escape like the young Jane Eyre. Built-
in wooden cupboards full of goodies,
like Pooh’s larder. A hidden back stair-
case like the ones so prominent in The
Secret Garden and Wuthering Heights. And of course a closet
deeper than one would ever expect. And lots of doors.
[ knew they probably would not open into cozy little
rooms carved within tree trunks or dug into river banks,
or hidden behind “trailing sprays of untrimmed ivy” to
the secret garden—sigh. But the doors could be old and
“solid-looking” and unpredictable.

The house itself, of course, had to be old.

AR

THE ONE WE FOUND was 140 years old, with warped pine
floorboards that whispered of the past, and a rambling sort of
layout with a multitude of doors, all old and solid-looking,
which invited exploration. In building the addition, we tried
to continue the old, rambling, “unexpected places” feeling.
We determined that, while new construction might be level
and straight, it didn’t necessarily have to be straightforward;
a house could be the sort “you never seem to come to the
end of” even if it was not (as ours is not) all that large. Into
the addition we put all those checklist items not in the
original house: the window seats and built-ins, the deep-
er-than-you’d-think closet, the hidden back staircase.
And nine more doors, all of them old and solid-looking.

DECEMBER 2011

One door, in a rambling sort
of way, separates the second
story of the addition from the

original second floor. Passing
through it, you go from the

level floorboards of a new
corridor onto the slant-
ing, warped floorboards
of an original bedroom.

There’s no warning that

this is going to happen,

no apparent reason why
this door should bring
you suddenly into the
middle of another century

(or the middle of another
room, for that matter), and so

the passage, no matter how many

There’s a bit of magic n anything that belies the
solid surface, that reveals hidden dcpths, that
defies the statement “There’s nothing in there.”

times you make it, is jarring. Maybe the standards I had as a
child for what constitutes magic have relaxed. Or maybe (I
prefer to think) I've become more finely attuned to magic.
I sometimes have the sense that, in this odd corridor in my
house, the lamppost at the entrance to Narnia would not be
so out of place. When the door is closed, it suggests that a
secret may lie behind it.

I have discovered that many things on my check-
list—the cozy, hidden-away things I craved as a child—
are in their reality not so ordinary. There’s a bit of magic
in anything that belies the seemingly solid surface, any-
thing that reveals hidden depths, anything that defies the
statement “There’s nothing in there.” I get a small thrill
when I reach for a book from a bookcase built into the
old walls, when I climb into the recess of a window seat,
when I raise an invisibly hinged lid to pull kindling from
the wood-box beneath, when I turn two corners to find
the narrow back stair, when I stash Christmas ornaments
in the way back reaches of my closet.

I have discovered not a barrier but a portal. For just
a fleeting moment, I know the promise of those long-ago
stories holds true. I find that in an old house, there is more
here than meets the eye. +
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decorator’s KNOW-HOW

FAR LEFT: Lollipop glass
shades (from Rejuvenation)
are among many hand-
painted options available
for the classic schoolhouse
light. RIGHT: Here wear-
ing a bowl shade with a
scalloped rim in blushing
pink, the ‘Eureka’ single
gas pendant from House of
Antique Hardware can be
fitted for different looks:
20th-century Holophane
(top), etched Victorian
‘Lion & Wreath’ (center),
or Arts & Crafts square
(bottom).

A Shade Apart

BY MARY ELLEN POLSON

HEY ARE PAINTED with stripes,

finished in high-gloss enamel,

or saturated with color in a
mold or in the high heat of a glass-
blower’s glory hole. New looks in
shades for lighting fixtures are not only
lustrous and novel, but many of them
are also revivals of fixtures once cre-
ated with historic manufacturing pro-
cesses.

Take Rejuvenation’s molded
‘Bottle Blue’ scalloped glass reflec-
tor shade (shown on p. 27). The flirty,
skirt-like shape, which dates to an 1893
General Electric catalog, was first repro-
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duced in solid opal glass by a U.S. glass
manufacturer with three generations
of expertise about a year ago. Injecting
color and clarity into the shade required
even more finesse.

Hand-blown art glass, which of-
fers iridescence as part of its color pack-
age, has been a favorite since the Arts
& Crafts Revival dawned more than
30 years ago. But it’s not uncommon
to find these brilliantly colored shades
among the standard offerings in the cat-
alogs and on the websites of dozens of
lighting companies.

Even shades for early gaslight fix-




The ‘George,” an industrial brass shade from Rejuve-

nation, is most colorfully available in five high-gloss
enamels and more than a dozen metallic finishes.

With all the new looks in lighting-fixture shades, especial-

ly those made of glass, it's easy to conjure up style and

add a jolt or a jot of color to the room.

tures have joined the color brigade:
The edges of fluted or scallop-shaped
rims are dipped in color, often a deli-
cate peachy-rose or pink verging on
red (p. 26).

Metal light shades, too, are
popping up in dozens of colors—
perhaps chasing the example of Barn
Light Electric’s distinctive porcelain
enamel “barn” fixtures (right). These
revive pleasantly utilitarian fixtures
seen on gas stations and warehouses
from the 1930s through the end of
the 1950s. Porcelain enamel is actu-

ally a bonding of colored enameled

glass to steel, so the material is ideal

outdoors as well as inside.

BEST OF ALL, the standardization of
fitter sizes means you can go as bold
or subtle with color as you like. The
most common fitter size 1s 2/2". Many
period-style  single-bulb  pendants,
sconces, and ceiling fixtures have a
2" fitter, but so do double sconces
and chandeliers with multiple sock-
ets. While some fixtures are designed
with a specific shade or style of shade
in mind (often with larger or less com-

mon fitter sizes), manufacturers have

It’s the same pen-
dant ceiling fixture,
with the same
‘Bottle Blue’ color
on each shade—but
here the shape
makes all the differ-
ence to Rejuvena-
tion’s ‘Skidmore’
pendant.

A porcelain enamel
shade from Barn
Light Electric at-

tracts the eye with
color as it directs

light on the matter
at hand.
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decorator’s KNOW-HOW

selected SOURCES

These companies offer
fixtures and shades for
interior and exterior lighting,
including antiques and repro-
ductions, and for lights with
fabric shades.

= APPLETON ANTIQUE LIGHTING
(617) 566-5322, appleton
lighting.com = ARROYO
CRAFTSMAN (800) 400-2776,
arroyocraftsman.com s
AUTHENTIC DESIGNS (800) 844-
9416, authenticdesigns.com
= BARN LIGHT ELECTRIC (800)
407-8784, barnlightelectric.
com s THE BRIGHT SPOT (800)
736-0126, thebrightspot.com
= CENTURY STUDIOS (651) 699-
4838, centurystudios.com

= HERITAGE LANTERNS (800)

648-4449, heritagelanterns.
com = HISTORIC HOUSE PARTS
(888) 558-2329, historic
houseparts.com = HISTORIC
HOUSEFITTERS (800) 247-4111,
historichousefitters.com

= HOUSE OF ANTIQUE HARD-
WARE (888) 223-2545, hoah.
biz = KING'S CHANDELIER CO.
(336) 623-6188, chandelier.
com = LAMP GLASS (617)
497-0770, lampglass.nu =
LUNDBERG STUDIOS (888) 423-
9711, lundbergstudios.com =
OLD CALIFORNIA LANTERN (800)
577-6679, oldcalifornia.com
= THE PERIOD ARTS FAN CO.
(888) 588-3267, periodarts.
com = PLAIN JANE SHOP (870)
219-1117, plainjaneshop.

com = REJUVENATION (888)
401-1900, rejuvenation.com
= RENAISSANCE ANTIQUE
LIGHTING (800) 850-8515,
antique-lighting.com =
RESTORATION LIGHTING GAL-
LERY (860) 493-2532, myrlg.
com = SCHOOLHOUSE ELECTRIC
€0. (800) 630-7113, school
houseelectric.com = TURN OF
THE CENTURY LIGHTING (888)
527-1825, tocl.ca = URBAN
ARCHAEOLOGY (212) 431-4646,
urbanarchaeology.com =
VINTAGELIGHTS.COM y
(800) 566-9317,
vintagelights.com
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been making fixtures that work inter-
changeably with different shades since
the dawn of the electric era. Getting
the look you want may be a matter of
simply changing out one set of shades
for another.

Shades painted in bands of grad-
uated stripes were unusual enough to
launch an entire company. When
Brian Faherty discovered a cache of
original cast-iron molds for shades
in an upstate New York warehouse
about 10 vyears ago, he founded
Schoolhouse Electric. Now hand-
painted shades, striped and other-
wise, are ubiquitous for schoolhouse
and other early to mid-20th-century
shades, from a select group of makers.
In another innovation, Schoolhouse
Electric recently introduced a series

ABOVE: ‘Glasgow’ leaded-glass shades create drama for the ‘Faulkner,” a Mission chande-
lier from Turn of the Century Lighting. BOTTOM LEFT: The curves of the ‘Jardin’ from the
same company suggest Art Nouveau styling, as do its feather-motif art-glass shades.

of shades in classic shapes, with ei-
ther wide or thin stripes in both solid
and multi-colored variations (p. 29),
moving the look from the first half of
the 20th century to mid-century and
beyond.

Depending on location and use,
you may want to go with something
simple and white, ideal for ambient
lighting. To make the shades the focal
point of the fixture, select for color,
pattern, relief, or all of the above. (Fix-
tures with porcelain enamel shades are
a great way to combine directed task
lighting with a jolt of color.) And if
your goal is to make a dramatic state-
ment—say, with a chandelier over the
dining room table—you might dress
up the fixture with the most striking
shades you can find. +



Thick, thin, single color, or multi: New
linear painted shades from Schoolhouse
Electric Co. vary in colorful profusion.
Shown on the same fixture, the ‘Newbury,’
which is available in seven finishes.

WHATEVER YOUR BUDGET FOR REPRODUCTION
LIGHTING FIXTURES, GETTING THE LOOK YOU WANT
MAY BE A MATTER OF SIMPLY CHANGING OUT
ONE SET OF SHADES FOR ANOTHER.

COLOR CHANGE UP

In tough economic times, even lighting manufac- ‘Albany’ from House of Antique Hardware,
turers like to hedge their bets. That's why so many with various shade options.
reproduction light fixtures can transition from one
period or style to another with just a quick change
of shades. For instance, the four-light ‘Albany’
from House of Antique Hardware in brass features
detailing that places it squarely on the cusp of the
electric age. Dressed up with green cone shades,
it's appropriate over an early 20th-century billiard
table. Or, place the emphasis squarely on Arts &
Crafts with a stained-glass pyramid shade (top).
Switch out the cones for a graceful panlight with
relief in white or champagne (near right), and the
chandelier is at home in a late Victorian dining
room. Nudge it gently into a 1920s or ‘30s house
with etched Art Deco shades (far right).

COURTESY LAMP GLASS (CHAMPAGNE SHADE)

OLD-HOUSE INTERIORS
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Lakewood

HICAGO’S
Balmoral Historic Dis-

trict is home to Greene

& Proppe Design, a firm

that has restored and

upgraded more than 25 homes here.

In this case, the program called for a

two-story addition with basement on
the rear of the house.

“The addition was designed as

new construction, but with threads of

historical details to tie it to the house,”
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says architect Thom Greene. The phi-
losophy is clear: Respect the original
architecture, but have fun with con-
temporary interpretation.

“You have to be true to the bones
so that the house, with its addition, has
great flow. Then you can add a 10-per-
cent twist,” adds designer Rick Proppe.

Glass block is definitely the
knockout “thing” in the new kitch-
en. “Our decision was practical and

aesthetic,” says Greene. “We wanted

that wall to open to the side yard to
gain more light and create an spacious
feel—a departure from the narrow
windows in the original house.”

“We think it’s the coolest idea—a
wall of glass,” says Paige Ponder, who
owns the house with husband Zac Free-
man. “We love the old house and are
good stewards, but for the kitchen addi-
tion, we went for exuberant!”

Other features are classic, includ-

ing the stained hardwood cabinets by
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The dining
_ ] room illustrates the
[543 : owners’ and architects’
l : N ].1.} A < W approach: Respect the

architectural bones (note
retention of the historic
fireplace tile, picture rail,
and coved plaster), but
have fun with contempo-
rary interpretation.

The kitchen is all-new, yet it lives up

to the quality of the 1898 house with good
design and such high-quality materials as
hardwood, tile, and stone—and glass blocks!

Blueberry Woodworking in Mount Pros-

pect, Illinois. Upper cabinets are backless

against the glass block, which both admits
light and highlights the display of dish-
ware. The beamed ceiling mimics those
in the original house. A new back staircase
in oak is screened in a manner reminiscent

of Frank Lloyd Wright's Unity Temple,




The spindled back staircase is a transpar-
ent fourth wall in the generous-sized room. See
the architect’s sketches at right. BELOW: Past the
peninsula, the view is into the mudroom, centered
on a cheery Queen Anne window with colored
glass lights. OPPOSITE: The striking master bath
upstairs was part of the project.
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where the couple who own the house
were married.

The mudroom, too, is new. It
centers on a cheerful Queen Anne win-
dow, designed by the owners, architects,
and stained-glass artisan Robert Seitz,
working in collaboration. “Our clients
love splashy color, so we repeated it
throughout the house,” says interior de-
signer Paula Flanagan. “We started with
the colored lights that frame the seeded-
glass center of this window.”

The new master bathroom up-
stairs, too, uses tile as art. The Cherry
Branch Mural is adapted from a larger
piece by Ann Sacks. “We selected glaz-
es to fit our palette,” says Flanagan. 4



® DESIGN Greene + Proppe Design,
Chicago: gpdchicago.com

architect, Thom Greene, project archi-
tect, Dan Ford; interior designers, Rick
Proppe and Paula Flanagan

® WINDOWS Marvin Windows & Doors:
marvin.com

® CUSTOM WINDOW Robert Seitz, Harmony
Art Glass, Chicago: (773) 743-2004

® GLASS BLOCK \Weck Glass Blocks:
glashaus.com

® MOSAIC TILE Syzygy Tile ‘Mosaic Blend
15": syzygytile.com

® PERIMETER COUNTERTOP ‘Costa Esmeralda’
stone furnished by Marble and Granite
Supply of lllinois: marble-granites.com

® |SLAND COUNTERTOP ‘Caribbean Gold
Quartzite,” as above. Fabricated by Stone-
cutters, Glenview, IL: stonecutters.com

® DRUM LIGHT FIXTURE Stonegate Designs
‘Audrey Pendant’ through Lightology,
Chicago: lightology.com

® PENDANTS ‘Nebula’ by CX Design, NYC:
cxny.com

® DINING-ROOM FIXTURE Venetia Studium
‘Scheherazade 2' through Lightology:
lightology.com

® BATHROOM TILE Sakura ‘Cherry Tree Mural’
by Ann Sacks Tile & Stone: annsacks.com

AMERICANA
800-269-5697 *» www.shutterblinds.com

YOUR WINDOWS WERE MADE FOR SHUTTERS

AUTHENTIC DESIGN ¢ FREE MEASURE GUIDE e FREE BROCHURE

SHOW OFF YOUR WINDOWS WITH LOW MAINTENANCE HIGH QUALITY CUSTOM
FABRICATED LOUVERED SHUTTERS DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR READY TO INSTALL
IN 4TO 6 WEEKS CALL FOR DETAILS AND COST OHI-12/2011

UNLEASH YOUR INNER CHEF!

Discover the possibilities at www.frenchranges.com
and design your dream range today.

1.800.570.2433
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Authentic Restored Antique Lighting

At Restoration Lighting Gallery, you'll ¢ Anoriginalantique
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shades.

Feature Chandeliers
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Reproduction Fixtures
Table & Floor Lamps
Wall Sconces

Over 1000 Shades
Unique Home Accents

Visit Us Online - www.MyRLG.com
Browse over 250 professionally restored
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Rgi%%%g}fs’}ﬁ:g%%]ﬁ lighting fixtures & lamps, hundreds of
=———————  shades & unique home accents online.
Visit Our Showroom
Qu olzeL 167 Brainard Rd., Hartford, CT (I-97 Exit 27)
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Designed by architects who studied
with Wright, this Modern house of
1954 has a radial plan and rooms

that look into the trees. (page 36) b

GASLIGHT TIME

)N CAPITOL HILL

The 1891 Queen Anne had

seen little change—after careful
restoration, it’s a period piece still lit

by gas fixtures. (page 42) ¢

rTY NEW WINDOWS

A new crop of sensitively designed
windows offers real advantages, both
aesthetic and practical, over yester-

day’s replacements. (page 50) "

Acclaimed potter (and musician)
Guy Wolff makes terra-cotta garden
containers using the traditional
techniques. Also: a list of suitable

holiday houseplants. (page 54)

DOS AND DON’'TS FOR HVAC
Ductless systems, small output
vents, through-the-wall A/C, and
other good news for old-house
owners seeking not to trash their

historic interiors. (page 58)
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BUILT IN 1954 for Edith and Saul Lipkind, this circular
house in the woods was designed on a modest budget
“for a working-class couple”—Saul was an actuary, Ditta
a physical therapist. It was constructed from inexpensive
materials: cinderblock and glass, cement, and redwood-
veneered plywood. The house contains only a thousand
square feet, and has just two bedrooms with no attic or
basement. But its placement, and layout, are spectacular.

The mid-century architects were Peter Berndt-
son (1909-1972) and Cornelia Brierly. The two met as
Taliesin apprentices working for Frank Lloyd Wright in

Wisconsin. In their 1980 book about Berndtson, Organic
Vision, Donald Miller and Aaron Sheon wrote:

“In the case of the Lipkinds, there was an innovative plan

on a limited budget. Conceived by Cornelia, the circular

TOP: The radial design centers on a small pool, above which a trellis carries the motif over the entry. INSET: Preservation architect
Jerry Morosco (left) with owners Scott Wise and Bob Moore. OPPOSITE: The innovative house is circular, with concrete
block walls and curving walls of redwood-veneered plywood.
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THE LIPKIND HOUSE
1954

'k of PETER BERNDTSON (19092-1972),
an outstanding Pittsburgh architect. He closely
followed the organic architectural concepts of
Frank Lloyd Wright. The plaque is awarded
by the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation

in special recognition, 1989
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plan was designed for a wooded lot set high on a hillside.
Perhaps inspired by plans for the David Wright house
(1950) by Frank Lloyd Wright, the Lipkind house is
signed on a ten-degree module, with support beams set on
a concrete block foundation. A small pool is the center of
the design . . . Each room looks over the balcony deck,
which is cantilevered over the hillside.

“The impression one has inside is a cozy chalet set in

wild nature. In fact, the home is not far from a major ex-

pressway, yet the design has taken that into account and

t ; il
there is little exterior noise.




CURRENT OWNERS Bob Moore and Scott Wise had been
looking for a house “a little out of the ordinary,” some-
thing with history and character and enough outdoor
space for a small garden. They’d seen several homes by
Peter Berndtson and were intrigued by his elegant de-
signs, but the architect’s houses rarely came onto the
market and always sold immediately.

Then a relative alerted them to an unusual Berndt-
son home in Swisshelm Park, a neighborhood in Pitts-
burgh’s East End. The two wasted no time; after one

viewing, they made an offer. The house was in near-
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Light streams into the living room. Floors are red-stained con-
crete. OPPOSITE, TOP: Pittsburgh recognizes the importance of
the Lipkind house. OPPOSITE, BOTTOM: Mid-century furnishings
like this mosaic-top table remain in the house.

original condition, but worn down; the Lipkinds had
lived here for over a half century until Ditta passed away
in 2006. Scott and Bob became the second owners. Pitts-
burgh’s harsh climate had taken its toll: The roof had
failed in several areas, there was water damage on the
wooden ceilings and walls, and the wiring was never up-
dated. Bob and Scott spent several months washing inte-
rior woodwork. Originally treated with Cabot’s redwood
stain/wax, but never sealed, it was dirty and had lost its
shine. With the help of friends during several “scrubbing

parties,” they washed walls, tongue-and-groove ceilings,

OLD-HOUSE INTERIORS




and built-ins. They deep-cleaned the red concrete floors;

the radiant under-floor heating still worked after more
than 60 years. The exterior needed restoration, too. The
redwood-veneer plywood had been water-damaged, so
areas were restained or replaced. The house has seven
skylights integral to its design, all of which leaked be-

cause of earlier roof work.

THE HOUSE IS SET in a wooded lot overlooking a steep
ravine; it follows the contour and is cantilevered over the
hillside. The radial design is supported by a central circu-
lar cement block with support beams radiating outwards.
All rooms but the utility room are on the outside edge
of the semi-circle, with ever-changing views of the leafy
canopy. It’s like living in a glass tree house.

Bob and Scott were fortunate enough to meet
Cornelia Brierly, Peter Berndtson’s ex-wife and the co-
designer of the house, on a trip to Taliesin. At the age

of 93, Brierly still had a sharp memory of the house and
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gave the partners indispensable advice. Built-ins were
restored, along with furniture left with the house. Pres-
ervation architect Jerry Morosco designed the update of
the guest bath—which required tearing walls down to
the studs because of extensive water damage. Woodwork
and chrome fixtures are based on examples in the house.

After five years of work, the focus is on a compli-
cated project. Berndtson had applied decorative detailing
to the roof, which was replaced with brown aluminum
when the roofing was replaced. Originally, a narrow cop-
per band had glistened at the top of the roof, and the fascia
had a course of thin, triangular plywood sheets intersected
by 4x4 redwood diamonds painted Chinese red. The ef-
fect was of a decorative crown encircling the top of the
house. Several discarded redwood diamonds have been

found in the woods to guide reconstruction. +

Architect for the restoration: GERALD LEE MOROSCO ARCHITECTS,
Pittsburgh, PA: (412) 431-4347, glm-architects.com



Il rooms but the

utility roorm are on the outside of
the semi-circle, with ever-
changing views of the leafy

canopy. It's like a tree nouse.

OPPOSITE: The Heritage Henredon
pentagonal dining table belonged to
the original owners and was drawn
into the floor plan. ABOVE: Circle
motifs appear in the plan and exterior
walls, the trellis and pool, even in the
pattern of granite pavers. LEFT: The
deck’s pipe railing was stripped of
old paint and returned to its original
Chinese red. BELOW: Exposed concrete
block in the bedroom is warmed by a
fireplace and redwood ceiling.



TWENTY YEARS AGO, he’ll readily admit, Dan Mattausch knew lit-
tle about period architecture, never mind lighting. But he knew
a time capsule when he saw one. For a long time, he and his wife
Nancy had admired an imposing, red-brick Queen Anne house
on a Capitol Hill corner in Washington, D.C.

Curious, the couple peeked inside one Sunday afternoon
during a real-estate open house. Most visitors were exclaiming
in dismay at the piles of crumbled plaster on the floors, and the
report that the house had no heat, no running water, and no
electricity. Dan and Nancy exclaimed, too—in amazement and
delight.

The Victorian woodwork included massive pocket doors
(tacked into the walls but with keys still in the locks); speak-
ing tubes that had summoned servants long departed still ran
through the walls; expansive rooms included bays, tower niches,
and odd angles. (The footprint of the house is unusual, thanks

DECEMBER 2011

GASLIGHT TIME
o Capitol Hill s cusion

PHOTOGRAPHS BY ERIK KVALSVIK

ABOVE: Victorian
gaslights are still gas-
lit in the 1891 Queen
Anne tower house
that occupies a corner
lot. Grotesques and
griffins are cast into
brass in fixtures and in
a fireplace fender.
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to Pierre L’Enfant, architect of the Dis-
trict, whose wide, diagonal streets cre-
ated odd-shaped lots; this house sits
on a trapezoidal corner lot and is thus
nearly twice as wide at the back as at
the front.) There were 10 fireplaces.
But most intriguing of all, the gaslights

were in working order.

AFTER THEY BOUGHT the once-grand
house, Nancy and Dan found that it had
quite an illustrious past. Built in 1891,
it was the home of George Bruce Cor-
telyou, the Secretary of the Treasury
and Chief of Staff to Presidents Wil-
liam McKinley and Theodore Roos-
evelt, both of whom visited here. Other
well-known government officials have
occupied the house, but somehow it

was never altered. (One Congressman’s

plans to turn it into a swinging bachelor

LEFT: Behind the back parlor, the dining

room brims with Victorian china displayed in
restored cabinets. The combination gas/elec-
tric fixture, discovered in a shop, is original to
the room. BELOW: This rare “burning bush”
gas table lamp by Cornelius & Baker was an
exhibition piece designed to demonstrate what
marvelous things could be done with gaslights.

brief, evocative GASLIGHT ERA

Gas was adopted first for use in street lamps, but by the mid-1800s, it

had replaced kerosene for home lighting. Gas production was the third
largest industry in the country, behind railroads and mining. Produced
in municipal “gashouses” as a by-product of bituminous coal heated in
airtight chambers, the gas was collected and then piped into homes in
nearly every city in the country. Gas was used for chandeliers (that is,
gasoliers), sconces (more correctly called wall brackets) and “por-
tables”—table lamps that drew gas from a flexible tube attached to the
overhead light. « The gaslight era lasted a mere 50 years; invention of
the light bulb in 1879 was the beginning of the end. Because gas was
initially cheaper and more reliable than electricity, gas-and-electric
combination fixtures bridged the transition. (Gas lights burned upward;
the electric bulbs typically pointed down.) In 1908, the tungsten-fila-
ment electric bulb was introduced and dealt the final blow.
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ABOVE: The back
parlor is the music
room; a collec-
tion of glass oil
lamps is clustered
atop the Victo-
rian square piano.
LEFT: A gas wall
bracket (also
shown on p. 46)
lights a reading
chair in the front
parlor.

ABOVE: Oriental lanterns are hung like a
valance in the dining room’s window bay.
BELOW: The house’s most spectacular gas-
light fixture hangs in the front parlor.




pad during the 1970s fell through when
he married his secretary.) By the 1990s
the house had been empty for a decade
and was in danger of being demolished.

Fascinated by the extant Victorian-
period gas lighting, Dan tried to learn

more by poring through period catalogs

and consulting decorative-arts experts.

He soon found that no one could answer
all of his questions, so he turned to his
academic training and began to research
the subject himself. He eventually found
more than 5,000 U.S. patents on lighting
(recently available online at lampguild.
ric lighting became not only
s passion but also his career: He’s
now responsible for the lighting collec-
tion at the Smithsonian National Muse-
um of American History, and consults as
a historic-lighting expert to individuals
and institutions.

Dan made preservation of the

LEFT: The window bay in the dining room
is a very Victorian houseplant conservatory.
BELOW, LEFT TO RIGHT: Wall bracket in the
front parlor. Exotic lanterns in the tower’s
Turkish room, accompanied of course by a
stuffed peacock.




with a fabric-draped ceiling,
Moorish-inspired wallpa-
pers, Turkey rugs, Bedouin
textiles, and Egyptian Re-
vival pieces.
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A Victorian kitchen

restoration was part of the rescue.
Although the pine wainscoting and
cabinets are original, the kitchen
was the most remuddled room in
the house. Everything was painted
battleship gray, appliances were
long gone, and a clawfoot tub
squatted in the center of the room.
Dan and Nancy restored the space
from the brick walls in and floor
joists up, saving as much original
material as they could. Wood-
work was stripped; cabinets were
dismantled, cleaned, and rein-

stalled. The beyond-repair floor was
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replaced with salvaged heart pine
boards. New walls got a custom
buttercream color that looks for all
the world like Victorian-era paint. To
play down the impact of a modern
refrigerator, a 24" commercial appli-
ance was recessed into a doorframe
that formerly led to the back porch.
With mahogany door panels, it
mimics a 19th-century icebox. Light-
ing here is from an 1876 two-arm
“T” fixture with its original painted
finish. It hangs over a simple pine
table. A gas cooktop is connected to

the gas fixture overhead.

house’s gas lighting part of the resto-
ration. In the front parlor, a 12-arm
Cornelius & Baker gas ceiling fixture,
ca. 1868, now hangs as the focal point.
Its magnificent brasswork gleams in
the flicker of the gas jets. First, though,
the parlor needed work. Its only fur-
niture at the time of purchase was an
old lawn mower, and the dust was so
thick, the couple left footprints in it.
Original oak woodwork, which in-
cludes carved columns, was cleaned
with mineral spirits and polished with
paste wax. The muted gray walls were
left untouched to become a neutral
backdrop for period lighting and Vic-
torian antiques.

The tower room that adjoins the
parlor has become a Turkish corner,
centered on a téte-a-téte, or “confiden-
tial,” along with the requisite stuffed
peacock. Exotic pieces reveal the own-
ers’ travels. A canopy of oil lamps hangs
from the ceiling, which is tented with a
Laura Ashley cotton.

The back parlor is filled with
vintage lighting, from the sparkling
collection of glass oil lamps on the
piano to the ornate combination gas/




electric chandelier, ca. 1890. (Electric
lighting was expensive at first, turned
on only for guests; gas was more eco-
nomical and reliable.)

Beyond the back parlor, the din-
ing room beckons with its oriental-style
window conservatory filled with plants.
The bay is hung with scarce Victorian
paper lanterns. (These were illumi-
nated with candles, and most went up

in flames.) The floor-to-ceiling china

cabinets, scrubbed and polished, brim
with an assortment of Victorian china
and silver. A few pieces are original to
the house, a gift of Cortelyou’s grand-
daughter. In a stroke of good luck, this

room’s original gas/electric brass cha

delier was located in a local salvage shop

brought home. +

ABOVE: Victorian taxidermy demonstrated one’s
appreciation of nature; these 19th-century speci-
mens are mounted in the staircase. RIGHT, TOP:
The front hall is devoted to memorabilia of original
owner and Treasury Secretary Cortelyou. RIGHT,
BOTTOM: Dan and Nancy Mattausch brought the
house back from abandonment.




PERIOD ACCENTS

T’S SAFE TO SAY that the  RIGHT: Windows
best and most beautiful ~ in a new house (by
Weather Shield) are
a twist on the Arts
a certain age are the origi- & Crafts three-over-
one type. ABOVE:

: Maurer & Shepherd
lack of maintenance and yses authentic joinery

windows on houses of
nal ones. Unfortunately,

poorly conceived renova- techniques to build
custom sash like this

18th-century cameo
that sometimes it’s neces- window.

tions are common enough

sary to replace windows.
Period-sensitive new windows are also in demand
for additions and for “new old houses.” Ensur-
ing that the new or replacement windows “read”
properly is a matter requiring some finesse.
Manufacturers have responded with windows
that offer real advantages over typical replacement
units of just a few years ago. Some of the new

looks in period windows—like the Prairie and

Arts & Crafts-style grilles—are simply better style

upgrades over the old snap-ins of 20 years ago.

A new sensitivity

BY MARY ELLEN POLSON
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SOURCES

» ADAMS ARCHITECTURAL
PRODUCTS (888) 285-8120,
adamsarch.com
« AMW DOOR & WINDOW
(203) 696-0873, amwdoorand
window.com
» ARCHITECTURAL COMPONENTS
(413) 367-9441, architectural
componentsinc.com
= ARTISTIC DOORS & WINDOWS
(800) 278-3667, artisticdoors
andwindows.com
BELISLE ANCESTRAL DOORS &
WINDOWS (866) 851-5113,
belislewindows.com
BERGERSON CEDAR WINDOWS
(800) 240-4365, bergerson
window.com
» COYLE LUMBER & MILLWORK (717)
243-4124, coylelumber.com
» GRABILL WINDOWS & DOORS (810)
678-2643, grabillwindow.com
GREEN MOUNTAIN WINDOW
€0.(802) 747-6915, green
mountainwindow.com
» HEARTWOOD FINE WINDOWS AND
DOORS (800) 321-8199, heart
woodwindowsanddoors.com
HURD WINDOWS AND DOORS (800)
433-4873, hurd.com

JELD-WEN (800) 877-9482,
jeldwen.com

KINGSLAND COMPANY (860) 542-
6981, kingslandcompany.us
» KOLBE & KOLBE MILLWORK CO.
(715) 842-5666, kolbe-kolbe.
com
= MARVIN WINDOWS AND DOORS
(800) 346-5128, marvin.com
= MAURER & SHEPHERD JOYNERS
(860) 633-2383, msjoyners.com
= MILGARD (800) 645-4273,
milgard.com

DOORS (800) 477-6808,
weathershield.com

woodstone.com

STORM & GLASS
SPECIALISTS

invisiblestorms.com

These days it’s a lot easier to find real  light with real muntins?® There are

= TRIMLINE WINDOWS (800) 213-
6100, trimlinewindows.com
» WEATHER SHIELD WINDOWS &

» WOODSTONE (802) 722-9217,

= ALLIED WINDOW (800) 445-5411,
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wood windows, in species that go
beyond pine to woods like mahoga-
ny, hickory, oak, and cherry.

The real news is the ever-ex-
panding range of custom capabilities
that make it possible to reproduce
historic styles at any scale, in virtu-
ally any wood, or in a combination
of materials. Thanks to CAD (com-
puter aided design), making replace-
ment double-hung or casement
windows to a specific size and scale
has become industry standard. Need
to replace or specify bow windows

with curved glass, or a Federal fan-

DECEMBER 2011

manufacturers (and custom builders)
who will do that for you.

If the new windows will go
into an existing house or an addi-
tion, take your cues from the origi-
nal windows. (Even if they’re long
gone, a similar house in your neigh-
borhood will have units you can use
as models.) To get a close match, pay
attention to the number, placement,
and overall dimensions of the panes
of glass, called lights.

Getting the proportion or place-
ment of the panes wrong is a com-

mon mistake. On older windows,

Authentic
six-over-nine
sash was
custom-made
for a ca. 1700
Saltbox house
in Connecti-
cut, which had
earlier been
remodeled.

originalrestorationglass.com

CLIMATE SEAL/ACOUSTICAL SUR-
FACES (877) 773-7379,
climateseal.com

INNERGLASS WINDOW SYSTEMS
(800) 743-6207, storm
windows.com

MON-RAY (800) 544-3646,
monray.com
» TOUCHSTONE WOODWORKS (330)
297-1313, touchstonewood
works.com

= BENDHEIM (800) 221-7379,

the panes tend to be taller rather
than wider. In many standard re-
placements, the opposite is true. It
may not seem like a big deal until
the new units are installed, and the
front of your house suddenly looks
dramatically different (and not for
the better). Yet it’s relatively easy for
a window maker to scale new win-
dows of difterent sizes to the propor-
tions of older, smaller ones.

Another key element in match-
ing the appearance of old windows is
to copy the depth, width, and mold-
ing profiles of the muntins that hold
the lights in your sashes or casements.

STEVE GROSS AND SUSAN DALEY



SAVING $$$

DN WINDOWS

he alternative to new windows is
0 repair and enhance the energy
sfficiency of the old ones; when it’s
bossible, that route will pay back
nuch more quickly because install-
ng new windows is pricey. Start
vith reputtying and weatherstrip-
ying. Add storm windows, perhaps
‘invisible” or interior storms.

If you are considering double-
jlazed windows, a cost-saving trick
s to skip the gas. For an upcharge,
vindow manufacturers will fill the
space between the double-glazed
‘sandwich” with argon or another

Manufacturers /
like Marvin now
embed grilles
(this one recalls
the Prairie Style)
between panes
of double-glazed

sash.

B

nert gas, with potential energy
‘mprovement factored at about 20
sercent. Savings actually vary, and
:he gas eventually dissipates. Low-E
jlass, which has a special coating
:hat reflects infrared light, is a more
sfficient option.

If your budget prohibits true
divided lights (i.e., separate, small
ights held by muntins, rather than
one sheet of glass only apparently
divided by a grid), go for integrated
yrilles if possible. If the house had
divided lights, it will look very dif-
‘erent—in proportion and historic
style—with single-pane sash.

Whether real or snap-in, these divid-
ers do more than separate a single
pane of glass into three, six, or more
divided lights. They also throw shad-
ows that add to the architectural relief
of the facade. Those looking for his-
torical replication will want true di-
vided lights and historic muntin pro-
files that match as closely as possible.
(The difference between the width,
height, and profile of muntins—mid-
18th-century Georgian versus early
19th-century Federal—is astonish-
ing.) For those with modest or less
dramatically historic homes, the
goal may be to get dividers that are
roughly as wide and deep as those on
typical houses of the period.
Bumping up the style octane
on your house by adding decorative
windows is often permissible, and
even has precedent. Oval, round,
diamond, and other intriguing shapes
are a good choice for adding visual
interest to the exterior, and these fan-
cy windows are a good way to bring
more light into rooms that need it

without resorting to a skylight. +

TOP: Art-glass windows decorate
the stairwell of a new house in

the California Arts & Crafts style.
ABOVE: Eight-over-one curved
sash fits the rounded bay on an old
house. Windows this page are by
HeartWood Fine Windows.
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The Art
of the PO'T

GUY WOLFF, A POTTER AND MUSICIAN, MAKES
TERRA COTTA GARDEN POTS USING THE TRADITIONAL
TECHNIQUES: CONTAINERS WITH ROQTS, SO TO SPEAK.

BY TOVAH MARTIN | PHOTOGRAPHS BY KINDRA CLINEFF

EVEN FROM A DISTANCE, the mass of flow-
erpots stacked on bleachers in front of
a little Saltbox house got my attention.
And I was clipping along at 45 MpH, here
in the Litchfield Hills of northwest Con-
necticut. Doing a double-take, I pulled
oft the road. It was a scene out of Cur-
rier & Ives, even more so inside the pot-
tery studio. Hand-thrown pots were, of
course, everywhere. But these weren’t
the typical clay pots you bump into at the
local garden center. This was terra cotta
with strength, character, individuality.
Walk in and chances are good you’ll
find artisan Guy Wolff at the wheel, his

hands dancing over a lump of clay to

make something that Jefferson might
have recognized from Monticello. Or, if
he’s taking a break, Guy will be picking
away at his banjo. Either way, you know
you’ve stepped back in time.

Guy Wolft works in red and white
clays. On display in the studio are some
one-of-a-kind, Asian-inspired pieces.
He can tell you the history behind each
and every flowerpot on the shelves. Al-
though he occasionally throws a massive
pot large enough to serve as a focal point
in someone’s garden, the windowsill-
size pots are his bread-and-butter. Clay
always upstages plastic, but Guy is dedi-
cated to keeping the art of clay alive.

GUY WOLFF POTTERY ¢ 1249 Bantam Road (a mile west of Bantam center),
Washington, Connecticut ® 860-567-5577 ® guywolff.com

DECEMBER 2011




HOLIDAY
houseplants

When it comes to indoor garden-
ing, the plant and the pot both
merit careful selection. If you in-
tend to use plants to decorate this
winter—or if you're inspired to give
a potted plant as a holiday gift—
start with this list. Appropriate for
old-house interiors, these house-
plants are creative alternatives to
the poinsettia. — Tovah Martin

ALOES (Aloe vera)

AMARYLLIS (Hippeastrum cvs.)
CALAMONDIN ORANGE
(Citrofortunella microcarpa)
FENNEL (Foeniculum vulgare)
FERNS (lady, ostrich, maidenhair,
rabbit’s-foot)

FLAMING KATY (Kalanchoe
blossfeldiana cvs.)

JADE PLANT, MINIATURE (Crassula
ovata ‘Minima’)

LADY CLIVE'S LILY (Clivia miniata)
LAVENDER (Lavandula ‘Goodwin
Creek’)

MADAGASCAR JASMINE
(Stephanotis floribunda)
ORCHIDS (all types)

PRAYER PLANT (Maranta
leuconeura ‘Massangeana’)
RATTLESNAKE PLANT (Calathea
lancifolia)

SILVER OREGANO (Origanum
‘Silver Anniversary’)

LEFT: The amaryllis Hippeastrum
‘Exotic Star’ is potted in a triple-
rimmed pot inspired by the 1850
work of a pottery in Galena, lllinois.
Behind it is a long tom, an English
workhorse of a pot for plants with
deep roots, such as herbs. It holds
a hardy Euphorbia amygdaloides
‘Efanthia.’
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He’s been at it since 1971,
making functional art. Guy is the
son of Robert Jay Wolff, an abstract
expressionist artist who was among
the founders the Chicago Institute of
Design, the American revival of the
Bauhaus school. Though his craft may
seem separate from his father’s occupa-
tions, Guy learned that art and beauty
should be part of everyday life.

Artful pots are compatible with
old-house gardens, but Guy will ar-
gue that his clay pots are better for
the plants, too. The clays he uses are
breathable to allow roots to thrive; pots
are thick-walled to endure knocks. If
you’ve wanted to grow house plants
but weren’t sure about their suitabil-
ity, Guy Wolft will tell you that it’s
all in the presentation. +

56 NOVEMBER
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Cockscomly is tucked into apothecary pots in a
collection of Connecticut redware inspired by terra
cotta 1780-1820. BELOW: Guy's redware plates with
slip trailing were patterned after slump plates. The
prayer plant is snuggled into a pot based on the
1870s work of Anthony Baecher.

POTTING in retrospective

Guy Wolff says he’s spent his career looking backward. He meticulously

researches pot styles, and to play the sleuth, he’s gained access to collections at
historic houses. “I go to Mount Vernon and Monticello, and I look at shards,”
he laughs. He also delves into the records of historical societies, peruses old
advertising broadsheets, and studies paintings. A favorite is Rembrandt Peale’s
Jamous 1801 portrait of his brother, Rubens Peale, holding a potted geranium;
the image gave him a good lead for a pot design. Purchase a Guy Wolff pot,
and you might have something inspired by one thrown in 1870 by Virginia
potter Anthony Baecher. Or the handles may be similar to those tumed out by
Page & Company (1870-1930) of Peabody, Massachusetts.

Wolff's techniques are also retrospective. The containers are made with
time-tested combinations of clays, firing temperatures, and throwing methods.
Wolff practices skills employed for generations—before machines demanded a
particular clay, and mass production_forced potteries to create products that stack
efficiently in the kiln. His containers have the strong silhouettes, the wonderful
imperfections of historic flowerpots. They are decorated with sgraffito, slip trailing,

cross-hatching, and other oramentation techniques.
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Running Hot and Cold:

Dos and Don’tsfor HVAC Retrqfits S b e

T WASN'T UNTIL the 19th century that most Ameri-

cans were able to afford the technology that permit-

ted a heat source to be located remotely in the house,
rather than in the inhabited room. The device was the’
coal-fired, gravity hot-air system, which directed heated
air upward through a series of ducts into living spaces.
Around the turn of the 20th century, steam heat replaced
those systems. While steam systems were superior from
a technological point of view (until the emergence of
forced hot air), people now had to deal with a hulking
iron mass in each room (the radiator), which was typically
placed where it would have been nice to put the credenza.

Things remained unchanged for the better part of a
century. Today, those of us retrofitting an old house with
a contemporary heating system have options that dramat-
ically reduce the system’s visual and functional impact on
rooms—and they are highly energy efficient, besides. At

the same time, of course, air conditioning is no longer
viewed as a luxury in much of the country, so integrated
HVAC (heating, ventilation, air-conditioning) systems
are on their way to becoming the norm.

Until recently, the challenge in conveying climate-
controlled air throughout a building was the size of the
metal ductwork, typically an invasive 3%" x 10". Ducts
were placed in stud cavities and between floor joists.
Modern systems offer round ducts that are merely 2" to
21" in diameter. These can be snaked through more con-
stricted areas, similar to the way plumbing and electrical
lines are fed. The wholesale demolition of old plaster is
history.

An additional benefit to these newer systems is the
size of the openings, or registers, in the room. They
are small, flanged disks available in wood species that
match flooring, or they may be painted to coordinate

TOP LEFT: Decorative heat registers and grilles dress up the visible parts of old-house heating systems. This one in solid brass with
scrollwork is from House of Antique Hardware. RIGHT: The wall-mount unit by Mitsubishi Electric offers ductless heating and air
conditioning in a space-saving unit that is both easy to install and less obtrusive than window units.
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LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION.. ..

New technology allows you to place HVAC registers almost anywhere, a good
thing for retrofitting in an old house. If you are in the midst of renovation, it's

still important to think ahead before you situate ducts, registers, etc. What are
the eventual locations of breakfronts and bookcases, sofas and other large fur-
nishings? For walls and ceilings, keep symmetry in mind: How will the outputs
or registers look once they are incorporated into a wallpaper frieze?

ABOVE: Today’s
smaller systems,

like Rinnai’s tankless
water heater, take up
much less room than
their predecessors.
LEFT: Unico’s flexible
tubing system fits into
the existing cavities

of an older home and
eliminates the need
for extensive remod-
eling. Homeowners
hardly see the tiny, 2"
registers (below) that
deliver heat and A/C.

REGISTERS grilles & vent covers

® ACORN MANUFACTURING (800) 835-0121, acornmfg.com Cast-iron grilles in early
20th-century patterns ® ALLAMERICAN WOOD REGISTER (815) 356-1000, allamerican
wood.com Wood vents and registers in dozens of species, cut from a single piece of wood ®
ARCHITECTURAL GRILLE (800) 387-6267, archgrille.com Custom grilles in aluminum, brass,
bronze, or stainless steel in any size or finish ® BEAUX-ARTES (410) 867-0790, beaux-artes.
com Decorative grilles and vent covers ® CAPE COD AIR GRILLES (800) 547-2705, ccairgrilles.
com Eggcrate, slot grilles; high-velocity covers ® CLASSICAIRE WOODVENTS (800) 545-8368,
classicvents.com Supply, return, and specialty grilles in red oak, white oak, maple, etc. ® DECORATOR'S SUPPLY (800) 792-2093,
decoratorssupply.com Decorative grille covers in period styles in dozens of sizes and finishes ® GRATE VENTS (815) 459-4306, gratevents.
com Egg-crate and louver ® HAMILTON SINKLER (866) 900-3326, hamiltonsinkler.com Classic scroll, domed, and interlocking patterns in
architectural finishes ® HEATREGISTERS.COM (509) 535-5098, heatregisters.com Wood and metal in honeycomb, basketweave, teardrop, and
Mission patterns ® HOUSE OF ANTIQUE HARDWARE (888) 223-2545, hoah.biz Period-inspired heat registers and grilles from the new Period Home
Collections ® IRON AGE DESIGNS (206) 276-0925, ironageregisters.com Decorative cast-metal register covers ® REGGIO REGISTER (800)
880-3090, reggioregister.com Period wood and metal grilles, registers, vent covers ® REJUVENATION (888) 401-1900, rejuvenation.com
Registers and grilles in dozens of historic patterns ® WAINLANDS (800) 843-9237, wainlands.com Perforated grilles in classic designs
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retrofit HVAC

® AIRSCAPE (866) 448-4187, airscapefans.com
Whole-house cooling systems ® FUJITSU GENERAL (888)
888-3424, fujitsugeneral.com Mini split heating and
air conditioning systems ® HYDRO-SIL (800) 627-9276,

with wall and ceiling treatments.  bled and roofed over.) The new

Of course, the outlet can always furnaces are much smaller.

be fitted with a vintage-style For cases where central air

ornamental register. is hard to install—as when an

Regarding the “business old house has steam or hot-wa-

hydrosil.com Room heating system in the guise of a
baseboard unit ® LA.P. SALES/BATHROOM HEAT (800)
416-1298, bathheat.com Wall and ceiling heaters,
baseboard, towel heaters ® MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC (800)

433-4822, mrslim.com Ductless, windowless HVAC
units ® QUIET COOL (877) 667 4663 quietcoolfan.

com Whole-house evaporative cooling ® RINNAI (866)
RINNAI1, rinnai.us Direct-vent wall furnaces, gas

fireplaces; hydronic air handlers ® SPACEPAK (413) 564-
5530, spacepak.com High velocity mini-duct systen
= UNICO SYSTEM (800) 527-0896, unicosystem.

com Small-duct air conditioning systernn ® UNIQUE IN-

DOOR COMFORT (888) 4919030, sila-air.com Home

heating, ventilating, and A/C systems ® WEIL-MCLAIN
(219) 879-6561, weil-mclain.com High-efficiency
gas- and oil-fired boilers and other HVAC products

end” of HVAC systems,
too, are the huge,

gone,
multi-armed,
asbestos-shrouded “octopus” fur-
naces that loomed in the base-
ment. High-efficiency furnaces
exhaust through a plastic pipe
let through the foundation wall,
eliminating the need for brick
chimneys. (A preservation-mind-
ed aside: What will happen when
we no longer need the chimneys,
but are faced with the expense of
preserving or rebuilding a crum-
bling ornamental one that’s part
of the history and style of the
house? Many will be disassem-

ter heat and no ductwork—new
A/C units provide an alternative
to the unwieldy window appli-
ance. (Not only do these look
horrible from the street, but they
also block some light, and they
usually need to be removed and
re-installed seasonally.) Several
manufactures offer wall units that
allow you to select which rooms
are to be air conditioned, avoid-
ing central A/C. The devices are
visible, yes, but in their size and
efficiency—and  because they
don’t block windows—they are

certainly an improvement. +
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TOP LEFT: Tracery over casement
windows in Maine. TOP RIGHT: Sawn
wood bargeboards decorate eaves.
ABOVE: A Carpenter Gothic porch.
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INGERBREAD  TRIM
American  Gothic
tages go together, both of

and
cot-

them arriving in the era of Victorian
mass production and the growth of
the middle class. So-called “Carpen-
ter Gothic’—imagine not the stuff
of cathedrals and Ivy League cam-
puses, but rather of country churches
and homespun houses—is a wholly
American rendition of the pointed
style. These houses are undeniably the
stuff of storybooks, but not in a Hol-
lywood sense: Carpenter Gothic is a
rural, Victorian-era house type. Fea-
turing steep gables and pointed arches,
diamond-light windows and sawn-
wood omament, trefoils and cusps
and board-and-batten siding, the cot-
tages are a vernacular expression of the
Gothic Revival that informed church-
es and high-style mansions. Carpenter
Gothic is not academic, but rather an
American adoption of English and
Scandinavian folk designs.

Author Gladys Montgomery
begins with a quick review of Eng-
land’s sweeping Gothic Revival, the

“launching point” for America’s ver-
sion. American Gothic is traced from
the architecture of Alexander Jackson
Davis and the writings of A. J. Down-
ing; Montgomery then explains the
hallmarks of Carpenter Gothic style
and takes us into both historic and
interpretive interiors and gardens. (A
nice bonus is the coverage of porch-
es—popularized in just this period—
and gazebos in the rural Gothic style.)
Montgomery even touches on the
furniture of the period.

The book is illustrated with
contemporary  photographs, taken
from Westchester County and Mar-
tha’s Vineyard to Utah, as well as ar-
chival illustrations from pattern books,
and with drawings and photos from
the Historic American Buildings Sur-
vey. It is charming, sweet, engaging,
and very “old house.”

Storybook Cottages,
America’'s Carpenter &
Gothic Style

by Gladys Montgomery. 8
Rizzoli, 2011. 224 pp.,
$45 ¥

BRIAN VANDEN BRINK
PAUL ROCHELEAU (TOP RIGHT)



The California House:
Adobe, Craftsman,
Victorian, Spanish
Colonial Revival

by Kathryn Masson. Rizzoli,
2011. 256 pp., $60

Photographs were taken
by OHI contributing

photographer Paul Ro-
cheleau, and the foreword
is by Arts & Crafts scholar
Robert Winter. All about California design that con-
tributed to the American Dream and informed build-
ing in the rest of the country—from adobe haciendas
to the Mission and Spanish Revival homes that were
swept up in revivalism and the Craftsman movement.
San Francisco Victorians (Italianate to Eastlake), the
Monterey Style, and Arts & Crafts bungalows make
an appearance, as do the Greenes, Maybeck, and Gill.
The book, lavishly illustrated with contemporary pho-
tos, is fairly comprehensive on California’s important

contribution.

The Vintage House:

A Guide to Successful
Renovations and
Additions

by Mark Alan Hewitt and
Gordon Bock. Norton,
2011. 304 pp., $49.95

In the midst of a

growing rush to

renovate (and some-
times obliterate) comes a quiet and helpful book by
historian and architect Mark Alan Hewitt, a contrib-
utor to our sister publication Old-House Journal, and
longtime OH]J editor Gordon Bock. A thoughtful
text, accompanied by photos, floor plans, and side-
bars on preservation practice, takes you past research,
adaptive reuse, and compatible additions to energy
upgrades and even outbuildings. It’s an insiders’ look,
occasionally philosophical, that will help you under-
stand the difference between urban and country ex-
pressions, appreciate your cellar, and “get” where your

style came from.
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KEEP THE WINDOWS

I AM A FAN of Old-House Interiors and
have written you several times before,
seeking advice as we were building our
new “old house.” Gordon Bock’s arti-
cle on “Window Wisdom” in the Au-
gust 2011 issue was spot
on (pun intended).

As the owner of an
HVAC company specializing
in energy-efficient, residen-
tial solutions, I just about
cried with joy when I read
Gordon’s advice. The bar-
rage of advertising aimed
at replacing windows leads
consumers astray. It’s often not the
windows, but rather the leaks around
the windows (and leaks elsewhere in the
house) that are the biggest energy busters.

Getting an energy audit is wise
advice. I would add that readers be sure
the company you use for the audit is
properly trained (through Building Per-
formance Institute, Home Performance
with Energy Star, or Comfort Institute).
All can be found on the web.

—SUZANNE HOLTKAMP

holtkamphvac.com

Victorian, Arts &
Crafts, and
traditional motifs,
all in the same
palette, work
together in this
transitional house
built at the turn of
the century. Wing
chairs bring curves
and texture to the
wood wainscot and
green tiles.
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LADIES WHO HAMMER

I REALLY ENJOYED Nancy Hiller’s
recent essay in Old-House Interiors
[“Women and Their [Sp|Houses,”
October 2011]. I'd never given my
relationship with my house much
thought, but your words
rang true with me! Re-
storing my home did
give me a sense of pur-
pose; it was something I
felt I was always meant
to do. A few years ago,
the Pittsburgh Post—Ga-
zette wrote an article
about my restoration,
and when it was picked up by the
Scripps News Service, the headline
was changed to say, “Single Woman
Updates House.” I remember won-
dering why they felt the need to tell
the world that I was single, right
there in the bold print of the head-
line. But I guess I should have been
flattered [that they]| focused on the
fact that I did it myself, adventurous
soul that I am!

—AMY RYBACKI

Canonsburg, Pennsylvania

CAN | MIXIN TRADITIONAL?

I'VE LEARNED ENOUGH to know that my house,
which was builtin 1915, leans toward Arts
& Crafts styling, not only outside but also
with its beamed ceilings and tiled fireplaces.
I've read your magazines for years and |
do appreciate the consistent look of rooms
filled with Stickley furniture. But | have some
traditional pieces that come from my parents
and grandparents, and I'd like to use them. |
guess I'm looking for permission.

—MELISSA CAREW

San_Jose, California

ouses in magazines and houses

in real life are not always the

same. We tend to pick “con-
sistent” interiors as models. The truth is,
most houses have a mix of architectural
elements, and furnishings are even more
eclectic. This has always been true. In a
turn-of-the-century house, very prob-
ably you've got Victorian, Aesthetic or
early Arts & Crafts, and Colonial Revival
elements. The owner of a house in, say,
1897 likely moved in with heirlooms,
hand-me-downs, “safe” traditional
pieces, and a few new things. Ten years
later, he or she would have updated with
some Arts & Crafts furniture.

The house does provide style
clues, as you say. You can steer in that
direction, but it's even more important
to think of proportion, scale, and color to
make rooms harmonious. In the photo
shown at left, the parlor feels all of a
piece, even though it mixes different
eras. The frieze paper is adapted from
a pattern by English Victorian designer
Walter Crane; the fireplace is lined in
Arts & Crafts reproduction tiles; the wing
chairs are Colonial Revival. Yet the effect
is timeless. Colors are harmonious, and
the scale of different design elements is
balanced. —THE EDITORS

DAVID DUNCAN LIVINGSTON,
COURTESY MILLER STEIN INTERIOR DESIGN, MENLO PARK, CA



HOLIDA
EMPORIUM.

A Ection of glft—wo
Pitems chosen for you

)fours by our advertis -
-Find the perfect present for
your home and -llke minded
friends—people who truly
apprec1ate quallty, artlsanry,
the unusual and he umque. s

EPHRAIM POTTERY
Limited edition collectible Arts & Crafts
pottery since 1996

Give a gift that will be treasured for a life-
time and beyond—collectible limited edition
Ephraim Faience art pottery.

(888) 704-POTS (7687)
ephraimpottery.com

CENTURY STUDIOS
Century Studios creates stunning reproductions
of the stained glass lamps of Tiffany Studios.
Visit us online or in our St. Paul, MN studio.

(651) 699-4838
centurystudios.com

Circle 010 on Free Information Card

CRAFTSMAN LIGHTS
Web site of Craftsman & Mission
Lamps & lighting fixtures like
Quoizel’s Inglenook Table Lamp.

(800) 736-0126
thebrightspot.com

DESIGNS BY REGO
Bronze and sterling silver jewelry, bold cuff
bracelet $75, simple cuff $50, and earrings $48.
Also available in sterling silver, please contact us
for pricing or to order. Handcrafted since 1980.

(336) 786-9550
sharperosalyn@ymail.com

Circle 015 on Free Information Card

DOOR POTTERY
Beautifully handcrafted Arts & Crafts style
pottery created in a small studio by artists
Scott Draves, Nicky Ross, and John Tiller.
Door's collection includes one-of-a-kind,
limited edition and many unique designs.

(608) 274-5511

doorpottery.com
Circle 016 on Free Information Card
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VINTAGETUB.COM

Keep your towels toasty.
Shop VintageTub.com for towel warmers,
towel spas and other great holiday gifts.
Free shipping on all orders.

(877) 868-1369
VintageTub.com
Circle 039 on Free Information Card

WALL WORDS
Fun and Fabulous Walls
Rub-on transfers for walls, windows, mirrors
or cars. Easy to apply and remove.
For a 20% discount enter 629011 and for a
free catalog call (888) 422-6685.

(800) 577-6679
WallWords.com

Circle 035 on Free Information Card
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A.E. Sampson & Son Ltd.

The Sampsons have specialized in solid
wood flooring, paneling and stair parts for
three decades. We offer well-managed, ma-
ture growth, antique and reclaimed woods.
Floors are milled in Maine by trusted fam-
ily craftsmen, a good fit for green building.
A broad selection of species, grades, widths

and lengths are available.
(800) 769-6196
aesampsonandson.com

Circle 001 on Free Information Card

AGA Pro+ Ranges
The world’s most innovative 36" self-
cleaning pro range. Featuring a split oven
cavity and five burners for flexibility and
energy savings. Available in four designer
colors and stainless steel.
(877) 650-5775
aga-ranges.com

Circle 002 on Free Information Card

Appleton Antique Lighting

Introducing our custom line of chandeliers
in the French Deco Style. “Aurora
Grande” is made in 4 sizes adorned with
your choice of colored prisms.

(617) 566-5322
appletonlighting.com

Circle 006 on Free Information Card

Acorn
Manufacturmg

Acorn is the finest and
largest manufacturer and
distributor of forged iron
builders hardware in the
United States, dedicated
to providing the highest
quality products,
timely delivery
and the most
knowledgeable
and courteous
customer service.

(800) 835-0121

acornmfg.com

Circle 003 on Free Information Card

AK Exteriors

One of Southwest’s
largest sources of aluminum
outdoor lighting and
antiques. You can also find
rare collectibles includ-
ing original stained glass
windows, antique gambling
tables, curio cabinets, signs,
wagons, and more.
(800) 253-9837
akexteriors.com

Authentic Designs

Early American and Colonial lighting fixtures
handcrafted in Vermont. In addition to our
extensive line of carefully researched designs,
we also custom fabricate lighting and
decorative metalwork as specified by
architects, decorators and designers in the
U.S.A. and internationally. UL listed.
(800) 844-9416
authenticdesigns.com
Circle 007 on Free Information Card

AGA Legacy Ranges

Classic looks with modern features.

A versatile cooktop and flexible electric
ovens to “out-look™ and “out-cook” other
pro-style ranges. Available in five designer

colors and stainless steel.
(877) 650-5775
aga-ranges.com

Circle 002 on Free Information Card

All American
Wood Register Co.

Custom newel posts, balusters and other
decorative finishing elements for stairways,
doorways, crown and baseboard mouldings.
Crafted by experienced artisans in America,
from more than 60 fine wood species.
(815) 356-1000

allamericanwood.com

Circle 004 on Free Information Card

Board and Beam

Board and Beam deconstructs antique
barns and houses salvaging flooring, beams
and architectural elements.

We make distressed tables and furniture.

boardandbeam.com

Circle 009 on Free Information Card




Chestnut Specialists

Antique remilled plank flooring of chestnut,
oak, or pine, and hand hewn antique
posts and beams. All flooring wood is

hand selected, kiln dried, then remilled to
customer specifications.
(860) 283-4209
chestnutspec.com

HeartWood Fine
Windows & Doors

Custom crafted solid timber windows and
doors, utilizing mortise-and-tenon joinery.
Products built of genuine mahogany and other
fine imported and domestic woods. Serving
discerning homeowners and distinguished
institutions since1947.

(800) 321-8199

heartwoodwindowsanddoors.com
Circle 018 on Free Information Card

King’s Chandelier

Chandeliers, sconces, and candelabra, direct
since 1935. Elegant 17th-, 18th-, and 19th-
century crystal reproductions and original
designs. Styles include traditional, all crystal
lighting as well as hand-polished brass and
crystal Victorian reproductions.
(336) 623-6188
chandelier.com

Circle 023 on Free Information Card

Crown Point Cabinetr);

Crown Point Cabinetry handcrafts the
finest quality custom cabinetry for your
entire home. Period styles include Shaker,
Arts & Crafts, Early American, Victorian,
Transitional and Contemporary.
Available direct nationwide.

(800) 999-4994
crown-point.com

Heritage Lanterns

Meticulously handcrafted reproductions
of 18th and early 19th century lights.
Made to order in a variety of styles, sizes,
and metal finishes.

(800) 544-6070
heritagelanterns.com

Circle 019 on Free Information Card

Lacanche French Ranges
Choose from 20 artisan-crafted models,
18 premium colors, four trim finishes, and
- multiple range top and oven configurations.
Design your dream range today.
(800) 570-2433
frenchranges.com

Circle 024 on Free Information Card

- 8 - Ly
Green Mountain Window Co.
Manufacturer of traditionally designed,
period appropriate wood windows. The
best blend of traditional aesthetics and
energy efficiency: Historic appearance /
Energy Star® performance.
(802) 747-6915

greenmountainwindow.com

[N

. Burrows & Company

Historical-Design Merchants
Rockland, MA. For 25 years a leading
provider of lace and madras muslin
curtains, art wallpaper and carpet
for old-house homeowners.
Catalogs upon request.

(800) 347-1795
burrows.com
Circle 022 on Free Information Card

Maurer & Sheperd, Joyners
Handcrafted, custom-made interior
and exterior 18th-century architectural
trim. Colonial doors, entryways,
windows, shutters, wainscot, and wall
paneling a specialty.

(860) 633-2383

msjoyners.com




OId California Lantern Co.

Part of our Cottage Collection, this new
Brinley Street lantern was inspired by the

whimsical details of an English country cottage.

(800) 577-6679
Oldcalifornia.com

Sheldon Slate Products

Mining and manufacturing of slate products.
Sinks, counters, floor tile, roofing, and
monuments. Business from earth to finished
product. Custom work a specialty.
(207) 997-3615
sheldonslate.com

Circle 031 on Free Information Card

VintageLights.com

Bring authentic vintage charm into your
home as only original antique lighting
fixtures can—the designs and styles of
vintage lighting fixtures capture the beauty,
grace, and panache of a bygone era.
10% oft use code ohil0
(800) 566-9317

VintageLights.com

Plain Jane Shop

Each of our “Heirloom
Lampshades at Plain Jane Prices”
are all handmade by our family. Any
fabrics can be used on any shades,
including your fabrics.

(870) 219-1117
plainjaneshop.com

Sunrise Specialty
Inspired by antique copper wash tubs, the
Sunrise Specialty copper-leafed Piedmont
Tub features a luminous, handcrafted finish

that brings a rich patina to a traditional bath.

(510) 729-7277
sunrisespecialty.com

Circle 033 on Free Information Card

Window Quilt”

Insulated shades, since 1978. Warm in winter
cool in summer. An old window with a
Window Quilt is more energy efficient than
expensive replacement windows. See the
video brochure at our web site.

(802) 246-4500

windowquilt.com
Circle 036 on Free Information Card

Restoration Lighting Gallery

Exceptional professionally restored one-of-a-kind,
antique and vintage lighting and lamps. Featuring
chandeliers, reproduction fixtures, unique home
accents and more than 1,000 shades. Showroom
in Hartford, CT. Shop online.

(860) 493-2532
MyRLG.com

Circle 029 on Free Information Card

Turn of the
Century Lighting
Historic. Classic. Timeless.

Visit our extensive online catalog to view
one of the finest selections of quality
period antique and reproduction lighting
in North America. Shipping worldwide.
(888) 527-1825
tocl.ca

‘.Iifﬂ x;_u"ﬂ:ﬂ 9.2
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Woodstone Architectural
Windows & Doors

U.S. manufacturer of historic wood
window and door replications since 1978.
Specializing in handcrafted, pegged mortise-
and-tenon joinery, true divided insulating
lites, high performance and restoration glass,
landmark projects and new construction.
Member of the New Hampshire Chapter
U.S. Green Building Association.

(800) 682-8223
woodstone.com

Circle 037 on Free Information Card




find 1t here

Resources and supplier lists are includ-
ed in many articles. This additional in-
formation, compiled by the editors, was
current at the time of publication.

Gaslight Time pp. 42-49

The owners’ preferred dealers for

Allen An-
C. Nern

Antiques: neriantiquelighting.com = Paul

gaslight-era lighting include:
tique Lighting: antiquelight.com

Ivazes Quality Lighting: qualitylighting.net
P- 47 Moorish-influenced exotic wallpa-
pers available from the Victorian Aesthetic
‘Herter Bros.” Collection and the Victori-
an Orientalism ‘Persian Roomset” Collec-
tion from Bradbury & Bradbury Art Wall-
papers: (707) 746-1900, bradbury.com

Pretty Windows pp. 50-53
P. 51 New house designed by Kennedy—

Grant  Architecture, Bernardsville, NJ:
(908) 766-5160, kennedygrantarchitecture.
com = Windows from Weather Shield:
see p. 52

ton: (888) 401-1900, rejuvenation.com

Ceiling lights by Rejuvena-

Frieze paper from Bradbury & Bradbury:
(707) 746-1900, bradbury.com = Curtains
by Ann Wallace & Friends/Prairie Textiles:
(213) 614-1757, annwallace.com = Rock-
er by Old Hickory Furniture Co.: (800)
232-2275, oldhickory.com

Old-House ABC p. 72

Dado and other papers from ‘Herter
Bros.” Collection, Bradbury & Brad-
bury: bradbury.com = Donegal carpet
(hand-knotted in India) from Guild-
craft Carpets: guildcraftcarpets.com
Epergne in silver by Stephen Smithers &
Son: stevesmithers.com

CHARLES P. ROGERS ¢ EST.1855

HISTORIC HOUSEFITTERS CO.

HAND- FORGED IRON HARDWARE
| ¢ Thumblatches — Interior & Exterior
* Strap Hinges & Pintles
* Hearth Equipment ‘

* Barn & Gate Hardware

* Custom Forge Work

* Machine Forged Hardware

* Large Inventory

Also, the finest in Hand-Made Lanterns,

Sconces & Chandeliers, Door Knob & Leversets,

Pewter, Tin, Redware & Much More!

To view our entire catalog or to order on-line
go to www.historichousefitters.com

Showroom now open at: [
287 New Milford Tpke |
P O Box 2305 Dept 6111
New Preston, CT 06777

800-247-4111

THE DESIGN CENTER

SOURCEBOOK

The must-have
resource for
period-inspired homes!

Find everything for your
old-house project —
hardware, lighting, plumbing,
decor, floor and wall treatments,
and more. Browse for ideas, find
inspiration, and search suppliers.

Order today at
DesignCenterSourcebook.com
or call 1-800-850-7279.
$17.99 includes shipping.

(=45 =]
=

scan with
your smartphone

NEW!
2011
EDITION

s
SIGN CENTER

)
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Innerglass‘ Interior Storm Windows:

* Maintain the charm and beauty of your
existing windows

* Significantly reduce heating and cooling bills

* Compression-Fit to eliminate drafts completel

* Greatly reduce outside noise

* Are perfect for enclosing screen porches

* Save energy, save money and save history!

Window Systems, LLC
The Compression-Fit Advantage

1-800-743-6207 * www.stormwindows.com
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= DADO In Victorian tripar-
tite schemes, the wall is
divided into dado (low-
est section), fill (middle),
and frieze (top). When
the dado area is clad in

wood, it’s usually called a

wainscot.
= DENTIL MOLDING Dentils are
(yes) little teeth, a series of
close-spaced blocks that
make up a classical mold-
ing. Used outside, in the
roof cornice, and also as
part of interior woodwork
and banding on furniture.
® DONEGAL CARPET Today’s
Donegal-style carpets
often are made in Asia,
but the original reference
is to hand-knotted wool
rugs, characterized by a

strong graphic quality and

ii

saturated colors, made in
Ireland. Starting in 1898,
Alexander Morton created
now-famous designs sold
by Morris & Co., Liberty
of London, and Stickley.

s DoRMER The small, pro-

jecting, roofed structure

housing a vertical window

in the slope of a roof.
Gabled dormers are com-
mon. If the projection’s
roof slopes downward, it’s
a shed dormer; if flat, it’s a
doghouse dormer.

e poveTAlL In furniture-
making, the traditional
interlocking joint wherein
the tenon resembles a fan
or a dove’s tail.

® EASTLAKE The common
American variant of
English Aesthetic taste,

ca. 1868—1890, named for
tastemaker Charles Locke
Eastlake. Ornament is
abstract and incised (rather
than realistic and deeply

carved, as in
Baroque and Re-
naissance styles).
Eastlake-influ-
enced interiors
rely on coffered
ceilings, brack-
eted mantels,

and neo-Gothic
bookcases.

= EBONIZED Black
furniture of the
1870s—1900s; associated
with exotic styles, it imi-
tated gloss black lacquer
by the use of aniline dyes
on close-pored hardwood,
finished with black-tinted
shellac or varnish.

® EGG & DART Repetitive
decorative design consist-
ing of egg shapes alternat-
ing with darts or arrows,

used to enrich ovolo

moldings. Greco-Roman
motif endemic to all classi-
cal revivals. Find it carved
in wood, cast in plaster, or
embossed in a tin-ceiling

cornice.

in any form without written permission from the publisher. Printing by RR Donnelley, Strasburg, VA, USA.

= ENTASIS A subtle convex-
ity or gradual narrowing
(at both ends) of the shaft
of a classical round col-
umn. Widely considered
to be a device to counter
an optical illusion
(of concavity),
the swelling may
have had structural
benefit.
)« épeRGNE A tiered
centerpiece with
a center bowl (for
flowers, fruit,
or desserts) and
radiating branches
to support small
dishes or candle-holders.
Traditionally made from
silver, or silver and glass.
® ETAGERE A vertical what-
not shelf for collectibles,
from the French word for
stage or story (as in floor).
Popularized in the 1840s
in styles from Empire to
Gothic (and often a mé-
lange), it was a de rigueur
piece in the Aesthetic taste
by the 1880s.
= EYEBROW May refer to
a low dormer with no
sides—just a sweep that
engages the roof above.
Alternately, eyebrow
window is another name
for the low, squat windows
set into the architrave of a

Greek Revival house.

1 DADO [bradbury.com]

2 EPERGNE [stevesmithers.com]

3 EGG & DART [at Drayton Hall]

4 ETAGERE [antique]

5 DONEGAL [guildcraftcarpets.com]
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