B Al

/.

A

.

A

L%




aZ & e Vg

o

0 Mar 'JC,

TOWARDS A CIVIL ARCHITECTURE IN AMERICA



TOWARDS A CIVIL ARCHITECTURE IN AMERICA

MODULUS 23

THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

MCMXCV



Editor
Adonica Lynnette Inzer

Production Editor
Phillip Glenn Koski

Assistant Production Editor
Michael Gregg

Thematic Editor
M. Lindsay Bierman

Director of Finance
Lee Doar

Assistant Director of Finance
Gillian Goodwin

Director of Distribution
Chris Piwonka

Director of Publicity
Emily Mueller

Faculty Advisor
Robert D. Dripps, 3rd

Associate Editors
Victoria Ballard
Sallah Baloch
Jason Johnson
Andy Kim

Deanna Mabry
Dino Marcantonio
Kamala Mostert
Chris Piwonka
Jennifer Stevenson
Carlos Tan

Roy Wroth

Staff

Amy Beckman
Anne Fletcher
Molly Guenzer
Jennifer Langford
Celia Liu

Alyson Steele
Joshua Chambers
Whitney Morrill
Patrick Byrne

© 1995 by MODULUS, Inc.

The Architectural Review at
the University of Virginia.

All rights reserved.

Printed in the United States of
America.

Distributed by Princeton
Architectural Press.

37 East Seventh Street
New York, New York
10003

Although MODULUS has
members who are University of
Virginia students, MODULUS is
independent of the corpora-
tion which is the University and
which is not responsible for
MODULUS's contracts, acts, or
omissions.

Cover: Photography by
Christopher Faust.

ISBN  1-56898-037-X
ISSN  0191-4022



24

38

52

72

80

98

108

128

136

152

172

182

CONTENTS

Introduction
Adonica Lynnette Inzer

The Authority of the City Limit and the Representation of the Urban Edge
Neal Payton

Civilians/Civil Aliens
Peter Waldman

Fear of Architecture
Mark Schimmenti

The Classical American City in Image and in Chicago
William Carroll Westfall

Native American Preparatory School
Donald B. Genasci

Civitas Lost
Brian Kelly

Your Aesthetic Interests Are Secure: Design Control and the Gate-Guarded Community
Frank Edgerton Martin and Christopher Faust

On Campus Design and Planning
Michael Dennis

The Village at Washington Ridge
Anne Munly and b.t. Leslie

Violence, Materialism, and Ritual
Jonathan Rose

Novus Ordo Seclorum: The County Courthouse as Object and Symbol
Mathew J. Bell

Urban Paradox: Distinctive Ubiquity
Susan Nigra Snyder

West Bank Industrial Workers Club
Brian Andrews






INTRODUCTION

ADONICA LYNNETTE INZER

Modulus 23 investigates how the American cult of individual freedom can by reconciled with
acivil ideal in American architecture. While daily life in America rests on the self-assurance
of individual rights already won through the efforts of the founding fathers, the ideals of a
participatory democracy cannot be guaranteed by the Constitution alone. Having givenup the
discourse which has sustained democracy since its founding, many Americans have retreated
to the isolating environments of an expanding suburban oasis. Contemporary urban planning
reduces our civic squares to corporate parks, our public streets to highway arterials, and our
public dialogue to prescriptive journalism.

In contrast, America's historic meeting houses, public squares, and city streets stand as
monuments to a revolutionary achievement: an unprecedented synthesis of pastoral and civil
ideals. Modulus 23 seeks to discover this synthesis in contemporary America. The
embodiment of the civic realm through architecture is essential to the continuation of the
American experiment; the physical setting being interdependent with the political activity.
Only through a reinvestment in the architecture of the public realm can we further the civic
exchange necessary to foster the American project.

The articles and projects collected here explore, compare, and reflect upon the models and
ideals which have shaped the historic and the contemporary American civic realm. Through
revisiting the founding ideals of American democracy and studying those environments which
assisted their growth, the means to instill a fulfilling and rich civil architecture can be
discovered; an architecture which honors the political and social life of its citizens. Although
answers are elusive, and singular solutions rare, only through an invested critical discourse can

we as a nation guard against the increasing peril of civic atrophy.






