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LIBBEY- O W E N S • FORD PRESENTS 
a new, colorful, gloss-faced, 
load-bearing masonry unit 

ETAl (DCt 

Section of bisck of G I q j -
»cno 4 in. thick j l iowing 
Haydile concrete and spe
cial ru'.t-proot metal binder. 

• J IIGHT WEIGHT CONCKETf 

Cross section diagram of Glostone Slob showing how metal edge is 
cost into the concrete block to insure a permonent anchorage. Note 
cork tope and mastic which also contribute to the bond between the 
Vitrolite facing ond concrete block. 

Glastone, the newest cchievement in a structural 

glass building material, combines the beauty of 

Glass with the enduring building strength of 

Stone. It is the first load-bearing, glass-faced masonry 

unit of its kind. And it makes available for the first time, 

for buildings of any height, the many desirable features 

of a colorful glass finish. Glastone may also be used for 

colorful easily cleaned interior walls and partitions. 

For a complete story of Glastone, explaining its com

position, range of sizes, shapes, colors, installation, clean

ing, permanence, etc., please refer to Sweet's Catalog. 

O r , you may write us. Libbey •Owens-Ford GlossCompony, 

1319 Nicholas BIdg., Toledo, Ohio. (Member Producers' Council.) 

L I B B E Y • O W E N S • F O R D 



F I T Z G I B B O N S / 
In hundreds of beautiful new Post Offices 
and other Federal buildings, Fitzgibbons 
steel boilers assure heating comfort. The 
photos on this page show just a few of 
these many installations — beautiful 
installations al l , in keeping with the 
buildings they serve. 

Fitzgibbons boilers are acceptable for 
these outstanding jobs because of their 
rigid adherence to specifications, their 
adaptability to any fuel and method of 
firing, and their unassailable reputation 
of quality based upon over a half century 
of steel boiler success. 

Fitzgibbons offers a complete line of steel 
boilers for heating anything from a cottage 
to a castle. Full details upon request. 

Titzgibbons Boiler Company, Inc. 
G E N E R A L O F F I C E S : 

Architects Building. 101 Park Avenue. N E W Y O R K , N . Y . 
Works: O S W E G O . N . Y . 

B R A N C H E S A N D R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S I N P R I N C I P A L C I T I E S 

F I T Z G I B B O N S S T E E L B O I L E R S 
for econoniica/ heating of buildings large or small 



CANADIAN BANKING ROOMS^^/^FORMICA 
Two handsome branch banking establishments 
were recently designed for the Dominion Bank of 
Canada by Douglas L. Kertland of Toronto in 
which advantage was taken of the qualities of 
Formica as finishing material. 

The rooms at Victoria, B. C , were finished 
in silver and black Formica — exterior and 
interior doors, partitions and wall covering and 

counter panels, baseboard, door trim and win
dow trim. A t Ottawa a lighter background 
color with dark inlays was used for much the 
same purposes. 

Formica is modern; it is hard and durable; 
chemically inert and stain resistant, and will give 
long and satisfactory service. 

Let us send you the facts. 

THE FORMICA INSULATION COMPANY • 4638 Spring Grove Avenue* Cincinnati, O. 

The upper photo shows inte
rior of Dominion Bank at 
Victoria, B. C , done in silver 
and black. 

The lower picture shows the 
branch at Ottawa in light 
colors with dark inlays. 

O R M I C ^ 
F O R 
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Chosen for Navy s New 
Ship Model Testing Basin 

More than 350,000 board feet of 
Thermax Structural Insulation lined concrete 
forms for the Navy's new Ship Model Test
ing Basin, at Carderock, Maryland. The 
Thermax slabs remain firmly bonded to the 
underside of the concrete to provide this 
huge tunnel wi th sound absorption and 
thermal insulation. 

THE C E L O T E X C O R P O R A T I O N • 
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T h e m m a X 
• REG. U. S. PAT. OFF. 

STRUCTURAL INSULATING SLAB BY 

C e i l o t e X 
REG. U . S. PAT. OFF. 

The word Crlolex is ii brand name idrnlifying a gnmp of products 
marketed by The Celolex Corporation 

At the New York World's Fair. Be Sun- to See Celotcx Exhibit House 
No. 17 in "The Tini'n <>/ Tomorraui" 

919 N O R T H M I C H I G A N A V E N U E • C H I C A G O , I L L I N O I S 

Page 3 



1 r 
I I I I I I I I I I 

O F F I C E R S O F T H E 
A S S O C I A T I O N O F 

F E D E R A L A R C H I T E C T S 

President 
S. I) . .Monfalcone 

yiee President 
K . \V. IlariiK 

Secretary 
M. I.. II . Iloring 

Treasurer 
L . J. Duffy 

Directors 
E . K. A. r.itzau 

J . J . .McMahon 
F . J . Rittcr 

K. S. Stanton 
W. R. Taylor 

F . W. Soininvorth 
F. . \ . Klli..ii 

A. G. Hear 
I. C. .Miller 

H . A. MaRnu.son 
C . S. Moss 

E . A. Poynton 

Advisors on Publications 
L . M. Lei sen ring 

F . W . Southworlh 
C . H . Strattan 

William I'artridge 
George A . Daidy 

J . 1. Morganstein 

FEDERAL 
ARCHITECT 
Published for the Association of Federal 
Architects, 1700 Eye St., Washintjlon, D. C. 

.\dclress all communicalions 
to and make checks in favor 

of The FEDERAL ARCHITECT 

Vol. 1(1 
No. 1 J U L Y , 1 9 3 9 

I I ^ L ^ I I f & J ^ i l 

EDWIN B. MORRIS, Editor 

Tahle of Contents 

Cover—The Hon. John M. Carmody 

Jud^e Wetmore's Letter 6 

Editorials 8 

Washin.nton Monument Drawing- 10 

Ad(h'ess by Charles D. Maj^innis 11 

Photographs at Anniversary Dinner 13 

Dra\vin<;- Boston Custom House 14 

Drawinj^- Richmond Custom House 13 

Drawinj^; Hartford Post Office and New Orleans 
Custom House 16 

Dra\vin«i: Portland, Me.. Post Office and Custom 

House 17 

Ceilinj^ Portland, A'le., Post Office and Custom I louse 18 

List ("f Siipcrvisiiii; .Xrchilcct.s IS 

Drawing, Patterson, N. J . , Post Office 19 

Drawings Dayton, O. and Mt. Vernon, N. Y . 
Post Office' 20 

Drawings Cancer Institute and Great Harrington 
Post Office 21 

Drawing i-'cderal lUiilding. San Juan 22 

Entered as second class matter at the postoffice in Washington. D. C , July 1936: 
additional entry Baltimore. Md.. under art of March 3. 1879. Published quarterly for 
the A.<isociation of Federal Architects, 1700 Eye Street, N. W . , Washington, D. C . 
Subscription price $1.00 per year. 



for Air Conditioning 

and Refrigerating 

Installations 

ONE of the most exacting duties 
of an architect or engineer is to 

draw concise and inevasible specifi
cations for the guidance of contrac
tors and the protection of his chent. 
Such specifications should be founded 
on the specifications and regulations 
of nationally known and accepted 
authoritative bodies interested solely 
in public welfare. 

The National Board of Fire Under
writers, Underwriters' Laboratories, 
Inc., and the National Fire Protec
tion Association are institutions of 
this class. Each has contributed to 
the fundamental specifications cov
ering air conditioning and refriger
ating machinery. Every architect and 
engineer should have a copy of their 
rules and specifications: 

(1) N B F U Pamphlet No. 90 en
titled, "Regulations of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters for the 
Installation of Air Conditioning, 
Warm Air Heating, Air Cooling, and 
Ventilating Systems as Recom
mended by the National Fire Pro
tection Association." (This is also 
the A. S. A. standard Z33.2). Ad
dress National Board of Fire Under
writers at 85 John Street, New York 
City, or 222 West Adams Street, 
Chicago, Illinois, or Merchants Ex

change Building, San Francisco, Cal
ifornia. 

(2) Underwriters' Laboratories. 
Inc., Subject 207, "Standard for Air 
Conditioning and Commercial Re
frigerating Equipment." Address 207 
East Ohio Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

(3) Underwriters' Laboratories, 
Inc., Subject 207, "Standard for 
Unit Refrigerating Systems." Ad
dress 207 East Ohio Street, Chicago, 
Illinois. 

(4) Underwriters' Laboratories Re
port MH2375 entitled, "The Com
parative Life, Fire, and Explosion 
Hazards of Common Refrigerants." 
Supplies of this publication are ex
hausted at the Underw riters' Labora
tories, but may be consulted in most 
public libraries in the United States. 
Reprints have been made by Kinetic 
Chemicals, Inc., Tenth and Market 

F R E O N 
ncc. u. •. PAT. orr. 

* "Freom" is Kinetic's registered trade 
mark for its fluorine refrigerants. 

Streets, Wilmington, Delaware, and 
are available at 31.00 each. 

It is often hard to compare values 
and capacity of the equipment offered 
and so it is well to provide that the 
contractor shall express his rating 
according to the following methods: 

(1) "Standard Method of Rating 
and Testing Mechanical Condensing 
Units" —Price \S^. 

(2) "Standard Method of Rating 
and Testing Air Conditioning Equip
ment"—Price 20(t. 

These standards are obtainable 
from the American Society of Re
frigerating Engineers, 37 W'est 39th 
Street, New York City. 

An example of concise yet com
prehensive specification formulation 
that everyone should have may be 
obtained for from the Superin
tendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 
It is "Federal Specification for Air-
Conditioning Units (Room-Coolers); 
Electric-Motor-Driven, Portable," 
00-A-361of July 23, 1938. 

By following these rules you avoid 
any possibility of penalty to your 
client in insurance rates and promote 
safety of life and property. The 
"Freon"* refrigerants meet the re
quirements of these specifications. 

KINETIC CHEMICALS, INC., TENTH & MARKET STREETS, WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 
The FEDERAL ARCHITECT • JULY. 1939 Page 5 
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LETTER FROM JUDGE 
WETMORE 

Coral Gables. Florida, 
July 15. 1939. 

Dear I'.ddie: 
I dislike to discus.s the weather and I wouliln"! say 

the kind we are havin},' just now is a pippin—it's more 
like a water core. 

It 's only about a month since Florida emerged from 
one of the dryest spells within the recollection of 
the oldest inhabitants, except that arid period which 
our late lamented fellow worker. "Jack" IJirjjin used 
to refer to as the time when he was proiiibited,— 
.nid that was only comparative. For more than six 
months Jupiter IMuvius did nothinjj to entitle him to 
a per diem for attendance. Me must have trapsed otT 
after that llritish unibrella-toting premier to see what 
Mars was going to do about the European situation. 

Personally. I have never cared how long a camel 
could go without a drink, not being a camel: l)Ut I 
was conipi'lk'd to ]iay atteiUion to the distress signals 
m,i<k' liy the growing things on my jtl.ace. l low grate
fu l they all were for a cooling drink—all but the cacti. 
These latter are an ungrateful aggregation. You can 
soak them with water and all the time they seem to 
be singing soft ly: " I can get along without you very 
well." knowing that they will come through the 
drought in better shape than the things that are being 
bottle-fed. so to speak. The rain toads nearly "hol
lered" their heads off, but we got so we didn't care 
iJiat they said. W hen their language lacked vigor I 
<. \en supplemented their anathemas with s«)me choice 
selections from mv golf vocabulary. .\nd now for a 
month the drought has l)een broken—shattered in 

fact. Old J. V. is back on the job. He must have 
tripped over his water jug on the way back and upset 
it. We're getlin;.,' daily what the weather man calls 
"occasional showers." ".Sfnii-occasional" would .seem 
to be a more accurate description, and a lot wetter. 
Doors and windows stick; bureau drawers won't 
MiK i i ; the crowded bu.ses smell like a wet goat or a 
motorman's damp mitt and, i f I remember my lines 
one feels like rej)eating with Shakespeare: "Lay off 
MacDuff. and damned be he who thinks he hasn't had 
enough." 

I am gratified to note that (m the 6th of this mniith 
a representative gathering of arehiti'cts and olficials 
observed the one liundred and third anniver.sary of 
the estal)lishment of the Supervising .\rehiteit"> 
Office. For twentv years I was the acting head of 
that office, and .-dthough it may not be generally know ii 
lo mv former associates in office. 1 ha\e (locumenlar\-
proof that the fu l l title and pay pertaining to the 
head of the office was tendered to me and declined. 

I iiu-niion this in order that justice may be done to 
mv offieial sui)eriors. 

It is with a sen.>̂ e of sadness that 1 note the old 
office has been merged and submerged uiuil it has lost 
its identity. It was an efficient organization, capable 
of building anything, anywhere, at any time, both in 
this country and abroad, and not only projects author
ized to be constructed under the ."secretary of the 
Treasury Inn under authorizations given to other De
partments and establishments, and it did these things 
w ith marked success. Perhaps, logicallv. it didn't fit 
into the Treasurv organization, and was regarded as 
a sort of a steiu lnld. w liich makes its accomplishment s 
all the more remarkable. T hope, .so long as there are 
a sutTicient miml)er of survivors of the "Old Guard" 
llial tliev will eoiitinue to observe the amn'versary of 
the estal)lishinent of the .^ui)ervising Architect's O f 
fice. They should consider it a hall mark of distinction 
to be able to say that they had been a part and parcel 
or the old orgam'zation. I'ersonallv. 1 am glad that 
I am retired because it would be like exj)airialion to 
me to be transferred from the Treasury Department 
where I served for half a century. 

The plight of the old office in being cast adrift from 
its moorings reminds me of a thing that ha|)i)ened 
years ago. W e had a female clerk on our ro.ster who 
was so eccentric as to be a problem, and no chief of 
division was willing to have her in his organization. 
. \ f ter long and patient trial she was considered im
possible and was transferred to the Sixth .Auditor's 
Office, which was a sort of P)Otany P»ay, and was .so 
c.illed. .She complained lo her Congressman. ( Mr. 
Sperry, of Connecticut), who called in her Iiehalf. 
After li.stening to what each chief of division had to 
say about her deportmetU M r . Sperry remarked that 
the situation reminded him of an occurrence in his 
home city. I t appeared that an old Irishman who was 
a patient in the hos])ital was near death's door. .\ jiriest 
came to sit up with him and administer consolation. 
But the man didn't die that night, or the next. On the 
third night when the priest arrived he was met by 
one of the orderlies who said : "Ye'r wearing yerself 
out over this fellow. I've got a nice room on the to]) 
flour, and why don't you go up there and go to bed ? 

I Continued on page 23) 
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Here's Structural Glass 

with (ihe 
O F T H E F I N E S T P O L I S H E D P L A T E G L A S S ! 

•* THIS CARRARA TOII.KT ROOM mslaUalum m Clex^Jand 
^ ^ shows how much llie fine, iilalr i/lass finixh of Carrara means 

^ to roam beauty. Note tilt accurate reflections in the black 
» Carrara sliles. Only a ground and polished structural glass 
- can provide such mirror-like beauty. 

n r ^ H E |)t i l ( ( i Imisli ol line pliiic 
A i2,\:iss is ()l)i;iiiic(l l)\ iiic( h:iiii( .il 

grinding and polisliini;. And the bril
liant, mirror-likc (inish ol' Carrara 
Structural Class is obtained the same 
\̂•ay. Every piece of Carrara j)rodu( cd 

is mechanicallvs^ronnd and polished. 
W lial I his means Io clicc i i\c dcsjf^n 

is obvious. When working w ith large 
areas of transparent glass. \ on spi < il v 
polished plate gla.ss for best results. 
SiniilarK. when working wi l l i siiiu 
tiiral glass, where slabs are usually 
(|iiire large, Carrara wMth its groinid 
and polished lini-sh wi l l ineviiabh 
produce a far superior jol). 

The jjernianence, easy cleaning, 
sanitation and wide choice of colors 
offered by Carrara Glass assure a 
long life of beauty and usefulness, 

//i. 'FEDERAL ARCHITECT • JULY. 1939 

and wide design possibilities for 
iirciiiiecls. Wliellier xoii use Cairaia 
for toilet room walls, stiles antl |)ar-
titions. for wainseoiing. lor decora-
i i \e pmposes in the large building 
or the home, you wil l fnid it an ideal 
nuilei ial lo wol k wil l i . 

OOERn STRUCTURAL 

Write today for our free booklet, 
'•( iai l ara. I lie Modern Slrueliiral 
Gla.ss." which contains com|)letc i i i -
lormaiion. Address Piitsbnrgh Corn
ing Coi porai ion, 2179-9 Ciraiii Fild^.. 
Pirtsburgh. Pa. 

At the New York World's Fair, see 
the exhibits of P/7/.s7?//ri;/? Cilass in 
tilt' (Ua.ss Center Building, the For-
xenrd Mfiicli of America Building, 
and the .'Ill-Glass House; and, at the 
Golden Citite International Exposi-
fidii. see I hem in Ihe I lories and-
Cardeiis Building. 

Distributed by 

P I T T S B U K G H P L A T E G L A S S C O M P A N Y 
and by W. P. Futier and Co. on the Pacific Coast 

PaKc 7 



•m FEDERAL 
ARCHITECT 

Published for the Association of Federal Architects 
1700 Eye St.. Washington. D. C . 

I 

1836 R O B E R T M I L L S 

"N July of 1836 Andrew Jack.son. accom
panied by the .Architect Robert Mills stood 

in the middle of Pennsylvania Avenue in Washing
ton, thrust his cane into the middle of the .street and 
said. "The new Treasury Building will be built here.'" 

On July 4lh. Congress had :i])])n>iiri;ite(l money for 
the building. On July 6th. the F'resident, conscious 
of the need for architects in our growing country. 
ap|»oinled Mills Federal Architect, with the duty to 
take care of the design and constrnction of the Trea
sury lluilding and all others to be erected with Gov
ernment funds. 

Mills held his i)osilion until 1842. when a new ad
ministration courteously but briefly informetl him that 
it needed the office room he was occupying in the 
Trt-asury Building for other purposes. 

Fortunately, a capable architect, quaimly named 
Ammi B. Young had .shortly before been brought into 
the Mills organiz.'ition. Young carried on without title 
until 1852, when Congress set up a definite organiza
tion t'or his oftici- and gave him the title of Supervis
ing Architect. 

Since then there have been thirteen Supervising 
Architects, and one Acting Supervising Architect, the 
Mills torch passing from hand to hand until it now 
rests in the callable grasp of the present Supervising 
.\rchitect. Louis A. Simon. 

On the 14th of June this year there was held a 
luncheon in the W'illard Hotel in Washington, at
tended by some twenty prominent Government and 
non-Government .irchitects, at which the value to the 
architectural profession of this historic background of 
the Supervising .Architect's office was discussed. 

The members of the Supervising Architect's office 
brought up the f.ict that on July 6lh they proposed to 
ceU lirnic ihe :umivers.ary of the founding of the office, 
but that they felt that there was more in it than the 
mere possibility of ;i social gathering. I t was one of 
the days, packed with the possibility for publicity 
which could be of value to the profession at large. 

Discussion eentered arountl the growing feeling 
that architects should celebrate every anniversary and 
publicize every occasion that would focus attention 
upon them. The old ethical disapproval of j>ersonal 
advertisement could still stand, but mass advertise
ment was not only projjer but essential. I t was agreed 
that this feeling grows stronger day by day through
out the country. 

Following this expression of opinion the members 
of the .Supervi.sing Architect's office decided to inflate 
their pl.in for an anniversary dinner to make it .a 
matter, insofar as possible, of general public interest. 

The use of the entire top floor of the Wilkird Hotel 
was obtained. .An exhibition of architectural docu
ments and drawings from the IS.V) period down to 
the i)resent was prepared. I n this great help was given 
by the great, great gr.mddaughter of Robert Mills. 
Mrs. Robert Mills Fvans. who lives in Washington 
ant! who preserves ; i i)riceless collection of Millsiana. 

The Secri-t.ir\' of the Treasur\- and the Postmaster 
General, .after a nerve-racking arr.ingement of plans 
and schedules, .agreed to be present. Mr. Maginnis, as 
President of the American In.stitute of .Architects, 
made a difficult journey from the cool breezes of New 
England to the tropical Washington scene to make a 
glorious, silver-tongued speech. 

Between four and five hundred persons attended 
the dinner. Fl.ittering newspaper publicity resulted, 
which, together with the enthusi.asm evident at the 
dinner, rewarded lho.se in charge for their effort and 
expense. 

I ^ I ^Hl-". lorlhcoming Intemation.il Congress of 
1. Architects to be held in the late .summer will 

be a greater and infinitely more potent means of 
focussing attention upon the profession. 

-Vttention to mass a(l\ertiseinent by .architects will 
always be (»f gre.it value, and is needed. .At the lunch
eon of architects above referred to, one of the men 
told of the remark of the editor of a certain weekly 
magazine to an architect who tried to sell him on 
the idea of an article describing how architects work 
.and just what is their contribution to the public wel
fare. The editor said, "The public isn't interested. 
They think of an architect as a sleek, handsome 
smoothie who .seduces the heroine in the fourth chap
ter." 

That may or may not be a true picture of what the 
public, as .1 whole, thinks. But some of it is true. A 
word here and there to build up the idea that the pro
fession is strong and virile wil l do no harm. 

Some of the drawings shown in the exhibit in con
nection with the Supervising .Architect's office 103rd 
.Annivers.ary. are reproduced herewith as well as .some 
photographs taken on the occasion. 

The cooperation received from all architects in 
connection with this Anniversary was a pleasant and 
heart-warminj: thing. 

A S a result of the inve.stigation of the W.P.A. 
Federal .Art Project, a quaint account of one 
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of the activities of the architect, Charles Hulfinch. 
was discovered in a copy of the New )'<)rk Jonnial 
and Weekly Register, for November 5. 1789. The 
description is of the visit of Washington to Boston 
and follows in part: 

. . the President gracefully bowed to all around : 
and the select choir of singers with Mr. Rea at their 
head immediately sang the following O D E (see Poets 
Comer) in the T R I U M P H . \ L A R C H (designed by Mr. 
C. BuUinch) which was adjacent to the colonnade. 
This arch is 1 8 feet high, composed of a center arch 
1 4 feet wide, and one on each side, of 7 feet, with an 
lonick pilaster, and proi)er imposts between them. The 
frie/.e exhibits 1 3 stars on a blue ground, .-i h.-'.ndsonie 
white dentule cornice is carried to the height of the 
platform ; above is painted a ballustrade of interlaced 
work; in the center of which is an oval tablet, witl-
the following inscription : on one side, 'To 'ni K .M AN 
W H O U N I T E D A L L HE.\RTS'—and on the other, 'To CO
LUMBIA'S FAVORITE SON.' A t the end adjoining the 
state house, is a jianel dei-'oraled with a trophy, com
posed of the arms of the L'nited Si;iie>. of the Com
mon wealth of .Massachu.setts, and our I-'rench .\llic.'-, 
crowned with a laurel wreath ; over these an in.scrip-
tion, 'P)oston relieved March 17. 1776'—as a proof of 
a grateful remembrance of the services rendered this 
town by the illustrious President in his military char
acter. Over the center arch, a rich canopy of 2 0 feet 
in height was erected with the .\merican Eagle 
perched above; the whole forming a spectacle, which, 
while it captivated the eye of the beholder, addeil 
much to the testimonials of the respect of the day." 

This was not the fu l l extent of the structure specially 
built for the occasion. In addition there was a colon

nade designed by one "Hon. Mr . Dawes." Since it 
provides the complete picture of the occasion and 
also helps to place the triumphal arch, the followini^ 
dcscripticm of this ]X)rtion is significant. 

" . . . On the arrival of the front of the procession 
at the Old Brick Meeting, the whole halted; and the 
military, the selectmen and council conducted the 
rkKSiOKNT through the triumphal arch erected across 
the Ma in-street, to the senate chamber, by the east 
door of the .state house, f rom whence the President 
jiassed through the representatives chamber to the 
Colonnade erected for the occasion in the west end 
of the state house, composed of six large columns, 
tifteen feet high, and a ballustrade hung in front with 
Persian car[)ets, on which were wrought thirteen 
roses. The circle ui the colonnade measured forty-four 
feet, and projected boldly into the Main-street! so as 
to exhil)it in a stnmg light, ' T H E M A N OF T H E 
l'i:ori,i:." The central west window of the state house 
was the door through which the President passed to 
the ballustrade descending from a platform four easy 
steps to the floor of the gallery, which was furnished 
with armed chairs, and spread with rich carpets. On 
ill is platform was a pedestal, covered with green, sup-
lX)rting the figure of jilenty. with her Cornucopia and 
<i|luT emblems. . . ." 

"From the bulletin of the Society for the 
I'resen-aliou of Sei<' Eiifilaiid Antiques." 

|"|V /T^' old ni.i.sler, Loui.s .'-^nllixaii, gave iiie a 
I V X (lefmition of a liighhmw ; ;i m.-m cdiKiileil 

way beyond his ca])acity, I*erhaps the most trouble
some thing the matter with us is that we may have 
been educated beyond our capacity, 

" I f I were rich beyond the dreams of avarice, I 
would Buy up uni\cr^ities and close them. I would 
set at each entr.ince a bronze tablet reading, 'Closed 
by the beneficence of Frank Lloyd Wright. ' " 

FR.ANK LLOYD W R I C I I T . 

The meinbershii) of the . \ . of I " . A, has increased 
considerably. W hile this is most gratifyitig the mem
bers should realize that money is needed to carry on 
and do certain things to make the organization use
ful as well as interesting. 

.\ number of 19v̂ 9 clues remain unpaid and it is 
requested that they be .sent in now so that it will not 
be necessary to remove anv names from the rolls and 
mailing list of the h'ederal Architect. 
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Aiimver.Kar\ Exhibit 

ROBI'IRT M 1LLS'original drawing for the Washington monument. Taken from 
. a steel engraving issued in 1854 lo all per.sons and organizations which con

tributed toward the momiment. The j)articular copy from which this was taken 
formed a receipt for seven dollars contributed by a church in Washington. Note the 
< .i|iitol in the distance with its Hat dome, and in the right mid-distance, the then 
newly-completed Smithsonian. On the left is the Treasury Piuilding and the canal 
w hich then flowed where now exists Ccmstitution Avenue. The moimment was de
signed to be 500 feet high w ith the base motive 100 feet high. When the monument 
was partially coiuplete it was found that the spongy ground would be inado(|uate 
to support its weight when the final height was reached and that another leaning 
tower of Pisa might result, or a cata.strophe even luore unpleas.mt. The bill at the base 
of the structure was therefore built, which holds finu the restless strata beneath. 
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ADDRESS A T 103rd ANNIVERSARY DINNER 
OF SUPERVISING ARCHITECT'S OFFICE, 

WASHINGTON 
by Charles D. Maginnis 

Photo by Hal 

MR. CHARLES D. MAGINNIS 

A picture of the president of the American Institute of 
Architects tiikcn at the Supen-isinfi Architect's 103 An-

nivcrmry Dinner 

IT is a great pleasure to salute the Su|x?rvising 
Architect's Office. As I looked forward to this 

meeting with you T was reminded how very different 
your daily professional life is f rom mine. I was envi
ously aware that with you the practice oi architecture 
is a more abstract business than it is w ith me. In your 
coin|)aratively cloistered detachment, you no doubt 
miss some of the drama of the individual jiractiiioner 
but there must be compensation in that .serene per-
specti\e in which you are accustomed to regard your 
public. It is one of the occasional exi)eriences of tlie 
private architect that he must deal with an actual 
and corporeal client with all the p.sychological com
plications which that idea has the faculty to convey. 

The successful introduction of this valuable per-
Minaî e into the arehitectural jn-ocess involves, as most 
of you know, a delicate and tortuous technique which 
singularly is not taught in the Schools and is not too 
eonliilentlx ac(|uireil aflerw;irds. When he is finally 

capliiri-(l. o n e l i \ e,s w iih him in an attitude of anxious 
deferejice which is never wholly free from the ap
prehension of his formidable displeasure. One of 
the most harrowing moments of my experience is 
when I am face lo face with my client in the presence 
of a leak, which. I admit, is loo often. The persuasion 
of my innocence avails nothing, I find, at such a 
time. I am as completely convicted as i f I had i n 
troduced the leak as an element of my design, and 
until the pestiferous phenomenon is removed my 
proud building is merely a vvhiled sepulchre. 

I am not implying that the news of leakages never 
l<ereol.iie> i n t o tlie .'~^ui)er\isin^; .Arcliilcrl's < ) t t i ( i \ but 
merely that, in the security of its nebulosity, it is 
not an event which has the capacity to reduce any 
identifiable member of it to an uncomfortable sense 
of kinship with the humble womi. And yet I am not 
wholly unmindful of the critical potentialities of the 
120.0()0,(XX) units of our citizenry which you .serve 
so that I know there is room in your bosoms for 
troubles w hich are not entirely domestic. 

Once I rashly entered on the adventure of building 
a hou.se for myself. It was only at the end of this 
enterprise that I thoroughly realized how important 
it is to hire an architect. I ' p ti l l then my wife had al-
\\a\ > l)een vividly and inllueiUially ideiitilied with the 
affairs of the home, but my complete adequacy to 
deal w ith this particular problem seemed reasonably 
indicated so that 1 was left completely to myself. I t 
was not long before I began to feel about for that 
Economic friction which is seldom absent from the 
atmosphere of clients, but 1 was con.scious of nothing 
but a great softness all around me. In this predica
ment. I was compelled to create a client histrionical
ly but 1 found him t o o inefi'ectively sympathetic. 
When 1 would invite him, for instance, to entertain 
the idea of paving the sitting-room with a .scrump
tious Cireek marble he would protest he thought it in 
the circumstances worthy of a particularly drimken 
sailor, but i f my i)rofessional pride could be grati
fied in no less opulent terms I might go ahead. With 
successive encounters of this dangerous character 
we stumbled on t i l l we became prostrate under a 
pyramid of bills f rom which we were extricated only 
ui t l i jiainlul difficulty. Since then I h.ave held the 
realistic client in a new re.spect. 

In more serious and fitting vein lei me thank you, 
on behalf of the Institute of .Architects, for so hos
pitably including me in this hour of rejoicing over 
the long and honorable history of your office. I t is 
my wish that my ])resence here should imply luore 
than a mere community of interest. I t should con
vey to you a thoughtful acknowledgement from the 
whole profes.sion of the efficiency with which the 
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office has sustained the cause of Government archi
tecture. It would be unreason.ible i f the .architects 
ni' America were not deeply concerned th.il. in the 
(|uality of its products no less tli.in in the high |)Iane 
of its administration, such an agency as yours should 
be worthy of the best architectural tradition. Nor 
need it be thought singular th.it this solicitude should 
have de\i-loped apprehension that, with all its ad
mitted competency, .-uu- undue C(»mprehensi\eiiess of 
its interest might well represent a denial <if oppor
tunity to i.ilents both worthy and eager to serve the 
nation. I f , in recent years, this t i d ing has been ex-
l)ressed more anxiously, more passionately, it has 
l)een the voice of a profession at tragical dis;idvanl.age 
with the times. 

I t is particularly gratifying to me, therefore, th.al 
1 address you at a moment when the Treasury De-
p.iriment. taking considerate and .sym])athetic ac
count of these circumst.ances, has provided for ;i mea
sure of recognition of the private architects of the 
country through a system of regional competitions. 

This gesture, as you are aware, has bc-en receive-1 
with markeil satisf.iction by the profession and with 
the hope that it luay make for such results as wi l l en
courage the Dejiartiuent to identify the architect as 
responsibly as possible w ith his finished product. 

In view of the esteem in which .American archi-
leciure is held .abro.id this recognition comes felic
itously on the eve of the first meeting in this country 
of the International Congress of Architects under 
the auspices of the I ' l i i led ."^l.iles (iovernment. We 
are all gre.uly interested in this visitation which, in
cidentally, will bring the Federal .a.sjject of Washing
ton under a new and critical scriiiinw ( )nr people are 
intelligently convinced of the beauty of the Washing
ton scene .md of the debt we owe to the men of .in 

older day who |)en ei\ ed the v isimi of it . We nuisi not 
be surprised, however, i f the incorrinihle classicality 
of its architecture provoked only an obli(|ue politene^•^ 
I I I n i l the more sophisticated of our visitors w ho hav e 
embraced the new .architectural philosophies. Nor 
should we permit ourselves to be disturbed by an at
titude which, after all, is not un f.iiniliar even here. 
We are all trying very thoughtfully to determine the 
measure of our present obligation to history or 
whether we have any which should i)reveiU our con
signing it ullerly lo the wa.ste-b.askel. Meanliiiie, 
architecture is so inscrutal»le an interest that it re
minds me of ;m incident which recently hap])ened in 
Cambridge. A meiuber of the crew had boasted of 
getting high marks and, on being pressed, admitted 
it was in Sanscrit. The following morning two .ath
letic young men called on Professor Laniuan to ex
press an interest in his snhject. The Professor, ex
cited by the implications of intellectuality from so 
str.inge a quarter, showed them his choicest Ixioks. 
W hen they were leaving presently, Mrs. I.anman 
was just in time to overhear one of them exclaim, 
— " H e l l ! it's a language !" 

1 lind myself uncomfortably close here to the verge 
of controver.sy and 1 mu.st sheer o f f . The President 
of The Institute should deal discreetly with his pri-
v.ile .and fallible o|)inion.s on matters which will in all 
likelihood so(m settle themselves. It is to be .assumed 
ili.it he is not oblivious to the fact th.at the material 
world has ch.inged considerably since the days of 
Mr. Mills and th.al the circumstance deserves its due 
acknow ledgiuent. Nevertheless, he is moved to ex
press the hope that in this .accommodation the men 
who .shape the architecture of Government may not 
be persuaded to put too light an estimate upon the 
merit of a tradition which has given .so gracious and 
di.stinguished a countenance to our National Cajiit-il. 

AT THE ANNIVERSARY DINNER 

Postmaster General Farley slips across a 
hif/h-foxvcr ivisccrack lo Ihe editor of the 

FEDER.M. ARCHITECT 1 
H ashingtoH Post Photograph 
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CANDID PICTURES 
T.\KI-:\ .IT THE 
ANNIVERSARY 
DINNER OF THE 
SUPERVISING 
ARCHITECTS 
OFFICE 

(Above) 

. Uhninislratur Cannody, expounds. .Mr. Reynolds, nez>.'ly-appoinfed Coniniissioiier 
of Public Buildings, and Co plain ( dllins, nezvly-ap pointed Director of ProcuremenI 
have you're-got-sometliiiiij-lliere expressions. 

(Below) 
. Ii/iiiirul Peoples convinces Secretary of Treasury Morgentliau. Architectural Ad
visor LeRoy Barton is apparently unconvinced at the moment hut zvill giz-e his full 
concurrence presently. 

IVasliiiigtc 

U'a.tliington Post Photograph 
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/Cif'^f///"// I'll • Mii/ii 

U . S . c u j c ) r O i V j > j r j u E ) £ : 

Kililiimiiiil .All. 

Aninvcrsary Exitihit 

1858 
' T ^ H E Custom House at Richmond, Virginia, was 

JL erected imder the regime "f Su])ervising Architect 
Ammi B . Young, in 1858. It later became the Treasury 
lUiilding of the Confederacy. T w o extensions have been 
added to it. Time has dealt kindly with it and it is im
posing in its stately location opposite the State Capitol. 
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Anniversary Exhibit 

1873 
U. S. POST OFFICE, 
FIARTFORD, CONN. 

A. P. Mtillett, Supervising Architect 

1856 

I ^ l il'- drau iiio below is tilled as "annnal dra\vin<i; showing progress of work to 
JL Sept. 30. 1856." and is a progress drav\ iri<̂  instead of a progress photo. I t is 

signed, curiously enough, by G . T . Beauregard, Major of Engineers, a name later to 
become well known as that of the Commander-in-Chief of the Confederate Army. 

Ammi B. Young, Supemising Architect 

m F ri r ^ 

A nniversary Exhibit 

Page 16 

U. S. CUSTOM HOUSE. 
NEW ORLEANS. LA. 
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Aiinhcrsiiry Hxhihil 

1873 DRAW I X C ; made in 1873 of the elevation of the 
Post Office and Court House at Portland, Maine. 

This is a beautifully executed drawing but the ink has 
rubbed and faded in places so that man}- of the lines 
have not reproduced. 

The drazcimjs [printed in litis issid- arc from I he historical 
exhibition held in coHiicclioii zvith the Amiiversarx Dinner 
of the Supervising Architect's Office. 
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H f l M f l M M « M J I . i | M j f l M M 

s K i - ' n i ) v D.v \.\:<Y..i.it. 

D E T A I L S 

0 F 
P L A S T E R - W O R K . 

. s i o r - n o N i ) \ i.i.vi.: rn. 
.V.j/r •III:/. / I . / / / . / . . . . / 

Anniversary Exhibit 

1S73 
Detail of Court Room Ceiling 
at Portland. Maine, Custom House 

L I S T O F H E A D S O F 
O F F I C E O F S U P E R V I S I N G A R C H I T E C T S 

R O B E R T M I L L S 1836-1842 
{ title Federal Architeet) 

A M M I B . Y O U N G 1842-1852 
{Architectural Advisor) 

WWW w. v< ) r . \ ( ; i s 5 i - i s ( , 2 
(Supen-isimi Architcct) 

I S A I A H R O G E R S 1862-1865 
(Supcn'mng Architcct) 

A . B . M U L L E T T 1865-1874 
(Supen'isinq A rchitect) 

W . A . P O T T E R 1874-1877 
(Supemsinq Architect) 

I A M E S B . H I L L 1877-1883 
(Supen-isin q A rchitect) 

M . E . B E L L • 1884-1886 
(Supen'isinti Architect) 

L O U I S A . S I M O N . . . . . 
(.S' tt pcnnsing A rchitcct) 

W I L L A . F R E R E T 
I Super-:-isi)i(i . \rchitect) 

JA.Ml'.S I I . W I X D R I M 
{Supcn'isinq Architect ] 

W. ]. K D r . R O O K K 
{Supen-isinq . Irchitect) 

J E R E M I A H b ' R O L ' K K E 
(Supen-isinq Architect) 

W W. M A K T I X . \ I K I - : . \ 
(Supervising A rch itect) 

I \ M I - . S K N O X T A Y L O R 
(Supen'isinq Architect) 

O S C A R W E N D E R O T H 
(Supervisiiui Arehitect) 

l A M E S A . W E T M O R E 
{Actinq Supervising Architect) 

1933 to present 

. .1887-1888 

. .1889-1900 

..1891-1892 

. . 1893-1894 

..1895-1896 

..1897-1912 

..1913-1914 

..1915-1933 
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Anniversary 
Exhibit 

WH E N Oscar Wenderoth wa.s a draftsman under Supervising Architect 
James Knox Taylor he made this fine drawing of the Paterson, N . J., 

I'ost Office which was required to he in the Dutch style. Wenderoth later went 
with Carrere and Hastings and returned in 1913 to be Supervising .Architect. 



IHmI: • 1 
n i l , - , , ^ ?• 

A {'it 

(above) 1914 f/. 5". P 0 5 r OFFICE, 
MOUNT VERNON, N. Y. 

Oscar IVenderoth, Supervising Architect 

Designed arid Rendered 
by Phil H00 Ion 

Annivcrsary F.xhibit 

{below) 1911 

U. S. POST OFFICE, 
DAYTON, OHIO 

James Knox Taylor, Supervising Architect 

L M rR!> i T A T E i POiT 0PTICE-3UiL3iKG - D A Y T O N - O H I O -

Designcd and rendered by 
Fred V. Murphy 



be be n 13 !jt 0 

V 

1938 

.-i»//iVrr.V(;r3' Exhibit 

1935 

X.ITIO.W-U. CANCER BUILDING. BETHESDA, MARYLAND 
Louis A. Simon. Supcn'i.Kin(i Architect 

U. S. POST OFFICE 
GREA T BARRINGTON. MASS A CH USE TTS 

Lt)uis A. .Simon. Snpen-isinf/ Architect 
Lorinicr Rich. Consiiltinti .Irchitcct 

Rcis Weston. Drliiii'iilor 

1 

4 i- ? 

••' •"" -
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1938 Anni'i'ersarv Exiiibil Jtimcs II. I.oxfc. Delineator 

Federal Building . 
SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 

Louis A. Simon. Supervising Architect 
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J U D G E W E T M O R E ' S L E T T E R 
{Continued from page 6) 

1 f . in \ iliinjT ooes wron}>; w i t h this f e l low I ' l l call ye ." 
The priest dcnnirred but was finally persuaded to 
accept the hospitality prof fe red , par t icular ly when the 
orderly added: "Father, don't w o r r y . I ' l l not fa i l ye. 
I ' m all over this hospital at all hours o f the u i j jh t . and 
nii ihi i i i^ h,i|t])ens that T don't know about. I ' l l look in 
oil this fellow every l i t t le while, and i f he gets worse 
I ' l l call ye. ' ' W h e n the priest came down stairs next 
morn ing he learned o f the patient's death. Natura l ly , 
he took the orderly to task, bnt the latter said : ".Vow . 
Father, don't be too hard on me ' t i l l ye know wh.it 
hap|)ened. D u r i n g the night I f o u n d this fe l low was 
m l l ing much worse and I ran up and shook you, and 
t i ' ld \ n u to get up, and ye said 'yes; yes' and ye sat 
up. 1 thoni^ht ye were .ijoing to iDlldw me r i ^ l i t down 
>tair>. W hen ye d idn ' t come 1 ran back and ye were 
that dead t i red that ye had gone to sleep again. So 
I .shook ye ;ind called ye again, and I thought I had 
'roused ye and I hu r r i ed back to this f e l low who was 
gett ing weaker and w^eaker. and when ye didn ' t come 
I admini.stered consolation to h im myself . " Y o u ad
ministered con.solation to him? W h a t did you say?" 
' "Wel l , Father," said the order ly . " I had been know -
ing this fe l low f o r a long t ime and I said to h im, ' .Mike, 
ye ' r a dom sick man. ' T know I am." sez he.' Then 
.sez I , " I th ink ye'r going to die,' and he sez, T think 
.so. too.' Then 1 sez " I am a f r a i d ye ' r going to hell , ' 
and he sez. '1 am a f r a i d I am thai." Then 1 sez: 'Don ' t 
wor ry , considering everything I th ink ye'r lucky to 
have some place to go to ." A n d , M r . Sperr) ' added 
that he thought, considering everything, that his con
stituent was lucky to have some place to go to. Per
haps this applies w i t h e(|ual force to the Supervising 
Architect 's Off ice . Flowever. I hope its excellence in 
the past and its recognized eHiciency w i l l in.sure f o r 
it the welcome and recf)gnition it deserves f r o m the 
organization o f which it w i l l f o r m a part. 

.^ay, laddie, d id you ever get so mad that you 
couldn' t say anything? Maybe I 've told you \h\> 
before. A bishop was i)laying gol f and he "iVjozled" 
his ball scandalously. He didn ' t say a word , and one 
i i f the foursome said to h i m : "Bishop, when you do 
that don't you ever say just a l i t t le bad word ?" " N o . " 
>ai(l tile r.ishop. "but where I spit the grass never 
grows again." The situation reminds me. \ \ hen the 
old office was located on the basement f loor of the 
Treasury I ' .uilding access was had through ;i passage
way leading f r o m the cor r idor to the south court 
where a structure to serve as a d r a f t i n g room had been 
bui l t . (Jn one side old man Mober ly and his gang 
(it hellions, who con.stituted the mai l ing force, were 
located. O n the opposite side was a long table. One 
day .\d<jlph Cluss rushed in and threw his hat on 
the table before going in to see Colonel Lowe. W h i l e 
he was inside one o f the hellions cut some strips o f 
b lo t t ing paper and inserted them under the sweat-
band of the hat. W h e n Cluss came out he picked up 
the hat, put it on his head, took i t o f f , looked i t over 
ca r e fu l lw rej^laced it on the table and disappeared in 
the d r a f t i n g room in search o f his hat, which , o f 
course, lie did not l ind . Meanwhile , the strips o f 

blot t ing paper had been removed. When Cluss came 
out he started o f f wi thout his hat. but Mober ly called 
his attention to i t . " I t isn't my hat." said Cluss. " W e l l , 
you l e f t i t there," said Mober ly , "and no one else 
has been in or out since." Cluss picked up his hat. 
t r ied i t on. gave a d i r t y look at Mober ly that could 
have ki l led , t r ied to say something, but words fa i led 
h i m as he disappeared. I f he could have spit I know 
it would have l e f t an indelible stain on the tiled 
floor. 

W e l l , the o ld off ice—or what is l e f t o f it—seems 
to be on its way to a new moor ing , and I wish you 
all a happy landi i i i ; . 

W i t h k ind regards to my fo rmer office associates, 
and best wishes always. I am. 

Sincerelv. 
" T H E J U D G E . " 

AIR-CONDITIONL\ 'G ENGINEERS' A T L A S 

\"Air-Conditionimi Engineers' Atlas" lyy Clifford .Strock 
and C. H. B. Hotchkiss. 76 f>(ige.\\ ineluding 18 colored 
nuif^s: .uce 9 X 12 in. Published by The Industrial Press. 
148 Lafayette St.. Nnv York, N. Y '. Price $2.00.1 

Heatinsf and air conclitioiiinp; enKineer.s continually find 
it necessary to study weather data in connection with de
sign and operating pr()!)lems. The weather data diat they 
need, however, are usually huried in such enormous mas.ses 
of existing weather figures that it is freciuently an impossi-
hle task to locate the desired information. The .'\ir-Condi-
tionin.g Engineers' .-\tlas is a new type of book presenting 
in condensed and usahle form the climatic data needed for 
the solution of heating and cooling problems. 

The .\tlas ccmsists of 18 sections, each containing a colored 
map of the United States, accompanied by pertinent data in 
tabular fo rm; of these 18 sections nine deal with winter 
weather conditions and nine with summer weather condi
tions. The maps are zoned to show graphically, for all parts 
of the country, figures on die various phases of weather 
which are of concern to the heating and air conditioning en
gineer, while the tables contain siiiiiilementary data apply
ing to the larger cities and their environs. 

Describing Celotex Traffic-Top as a new material which 
inexpensively transforms flat roofs that have never been 
used before into recreaticmal areas, a new folder just pub-
ii-lied by The Celotex Corporation explains fully the vari
ous features of a product which has many uses. It alio\\> 
owner î and operators of resideiu i ,̂ hoiils, apaitments, hos
pitals 3r ii;lici- i\iics of buildings with fiat roofs to turn 
them into playgrounds for children, roof garden.s, recover\ 
areas and open air play centers for schools and factories. 

William Y. Brady. .-Issislant District Engineer, in the 
f'ublic Buildings Branch of the Procurement Division, re-
lirrd from the Government sen-ice March 1. 1939. and was 
t^rcsented with a fine mahogany house desk by forty-six 
members of the Field Engineering force and the personnel 
of the District office. 

Presentation was made by lU.KtricI Engineer Mc.-illisl. r. 
without speeches, and the recipient shozecd himself much 
pleased leith the token of regard from his fellow-workers. 
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N E W P H I L A D E L P H I A P O S T O F F I C E 

Equipped Throughout 
with 

S T E E L 
SHELVING 

Order your requirements from 
P E N N M E T A L C O R P O R A T I O N O F P E N N A . 

philadelphia 
Manufacturers of Steel Shelving, Lockers, 

Storage and Wardrobe Cabinets 

D O L O M I T I C L IMESTONE 

A s o u n d d u r a b l e 
s t o n e , produced in 
color shades of 

G R A Y , C R E A M . 
BUFF , and PINK. 

Fine and Coarse 
Texture Stone 

Ample p r o d u c t i o n 
and mil l ing facilities 
for any project. 

MINNESOTA DOLOMITE ASSOCIATION 
Mankato Minnesota 

Mr. Wil l iam G . Jones, J r . , 
The Celotex Corporation. 
1276 National Press Bldg., 
Washington, D . C . 

Dear M r . Jones: 

Thank you for the examples of various types of 
Celotex advertising. For my own in formation as well 
as yours, I have shown these around about to vari
ous architects who.se opinions and reactions, taken 
collectively. I would say represent a good cross sec
tion of architectural psychology. 

Architects are average individuals, in everything 
except what they see. Advertising they hear over 
the radio appeals t(j them exactly as to persons in 
other profes.sions. Advertising they see, however, 
gets into their own field and appeals to eyes sensi
tively trained over a long period of years. So, fre
quently they may turn over quickly a page to get it 
out of their sighl. ; i i)age whicli would not annoy 
the average person. 

A l l these proofs which you sent me are carefully 
|)repared and are well-designed in that they bring 
to the surface quickly the important elements. T o 
architects however, there are certain annoyances 
which detract from their appeal, would probably 
cause architects to flip over the page where otherwise 
they would pau.se. 

1 think all the pages you sent have too much print
ing and too many dilTercnt kinds of printing.—thai 
is, for nuts like architects, understand, and not for 
regular individuals, for whom I do not speak. Also 
there is this device of overprinting a panel of letter
ing in the middle of the page which is good technique 
generally, but which annoys architects by spoilinj; 
the photograph which is their main interest. 

The best liked of the pages were the ones I have 
marked (1 ) and ( 3 ) . The interest was in the photo
graphs, .and in the case of (1 ) becau.se the printing 
was sim])lified and of such extent that one would be 
inclined to read it. 

I am venturing to stick my neck out as an adver
tising critic because of the fact that there has been 
much discussion of advertising lately by both Govern
ment and non-Government architects, who feel that 
much of the appeal of architectural advertising is 
lost becau.se advertisers forget the trained-eye part 
of the architectural profession. 

I f I may with humility venture into a field in which 
my friends Bruce Barton and Leon Hansen assure 
me kindly I know almost nothing, ] would say. after 
a pretty careful investigation, that Government archi
tects (and I think it applies to private architects) like 
the following elements in an advertisement: 

( 1 ) A photograph. 

(2 ) A simple page, with not too many difTerent 
kinds of ideas in different kinds of lettering. 

{Coniinncd on page 28) 
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In the early spring of 1834 a small rolling mill was 
built at Torrington. Connecticut, for the purpose of 
rolling brass for the manufacture of kettU-s. .Machin
ery was imported from Kngland and there was great 
difficulty in securing workmen competent to curry on 
the business. Israel Holmes of VVaterbury. Connecti
cut, who was the manager of this mill went to E n 
gland and succeeded in procuring a few experienced 
workers. When English mimufacturers. who were 
fearful of losing their American trade, endeavored 
to prevent him from employing and bringing these 
men into the United States, he succeeded in embark
ing a colony of workmen and their families, about 30 
persons in all. 

Tradition has it that Mr. Holmes transported his 
craftsmen in casks in which they were smuggled 
on board shi]). After arrival on the New l'"-ngkmd 
coast the workmen again entered the casks to lie 
drawn ashore at night and transported to Water-
bury. 

This interesting .saga of the brass industry is 
graphically illustrated by a diorama which is one of 
the features of the Copper & P>rass Industry I'Lxhibit. 
Metals lUiilding. New Y o r k World's Fa ir . 

Joscpli T. Ilentliom. CTement J . Gcrlicr. 
WashinKion. D. C. Crookston. Minn. 

Scott Fullcrton. .Max M. Colder, 
Atlant.1. Ga. Washington. I). C. 

Paul J . Bodey. (icorge P. Hales, 
riiicaK'i. ni. San Francisco. Calif. 

C. L. Berry. Edwin R. Hawkins. 
San Fratici.sco. Cali f. Russell. Kans. 

.N'ailian Aliranison. Frank [,. Hawkins. 
Lacoiiia. N. II. Odessa. Texas. 

l-.-iuii'tici- E. Alli.son, C. C. Holloway, 
Ashland. Wise. Oxnard, Calif. 

Ralph ('. Bauer. John C. Hutton. 
WashinKton. D. C. Chisholni. Minn. 

David Bealc. Huhcrt P. Illinan. 
Manchi'sicr. Ga. Durham, N. C. 

K O I K T I (!(iltman. Jr., Roy J . Janis, 
Jamaica. \ . Y. Willmar. Minn, 

Wm. W. Cooke. liruce K, Jones, 
Iron River, Mich. Harrisonburg, V'a. 

John Paul Coonev, Emit W. Kunze. 
Caldwell. Kans. Sail Lake City. Utah, 

KInier 1'". Cuminings. John B. Lamniers. 
Mayville. Wise. .Sail Diego, C!;ilif. 

Carroll E. IJePuy. Wui. E . l^iwrencc. 
Carvillc, l.;i. Tcrre Hvite, Ind. 

Frank II. Dohrniann, Jacoli Don Levin. 
Houston. .Miss. I'lano. 111. 

T.oBan r.. Dunlin. Dana Q. McComb. 
Anchorane. .Maska. Venice. Calif. 

Juhn Kourland. lohn W. McLure. 
i il.icirr I'.ii k. Mdiil. Birmingham, .Ma. 

Products were used in fhe construct/on 
of the United States Governmenf Buifdings 
listed below: 

Home Owners Loan Corporation 
Federal Reserve Board Building 
Department of the Interior 
Department of Commerce 
House Office Building 
Congressional Library Addition 
Department of Agriculture 
Bureau of Internal Revenue 
Folger Shakespeare Library 
Public Health Service Building 
Apex Building 
Archives Building 
Post Office Department 
Department of lustice Building 
Senate Office Building 
United States Supreme Court 

Building 
The White House 
Mellon Art Gallery 
Government Printing Office 
T H E UNITED C L A Y PRODUCTS COMPANY 

Investment Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

r.. F. Maier. 
I'lallimore, Md, 

Jesse I. Marshall, 
Washington. D. C. 

Joseph E . Millet. 
Xcw Orleans. La. 
Frank Mizell. 
.Sylvania. Ga. 
James N. Morris. 
Clarion. la. 
Frank F, Neilt. 
Denver, Colo. 
Joseph B. Olson. 
Mount Sterling. 111. 
Jay W. Palmer, 
.Metuchen. N. } , 
A. Earl Patterson. 
Yakima. Wash. 
Knimanuel vB. Perry, 
Ford City. Pa. 
Richard W. Prcndci i-i. 
Hot Springs, New Mexico. 
Walter C, Rankin. 
Belmont. N. C. 
Donnell Robinson. 
St. Louis. Mo. 
Rudolph Ceo, Rodighero, 
Canton. Mo. 
Fred A. Roemer, 
Fresno. Calif. 
Albert E . Sander.son. 
Carville, La. 
Irving N. Sauerbrun. 
Lowville. N. Y. 
Alexander T. Schenck, 
Seattle, Wash. 
Louis J. Schocfer. 
Portland. Me. 

Robert E. Sellers, 
Vivian. La. 

Merrick C. .Shawe, 
Miltord. N. H. 

Thomas M. Stephens. 
Blackshear. Ga. 

A. C. Stewart. 
Cencva, N. Y, 
(irady C, Stone, 
Ashland. Ky. 
Edwin T, .Stolier. 
Iliihl)ard. Ohio. 
Edward H. Tashjian. 
Tonawanda. .\. Y. 
Paid L . Vaughan. 
Knoxville. la. 
Otto H. W.igner. 
Denver. Colo. 
Paul E . Walz. 
1-ongview. Texas. 
lliilu-rt D. Washburn. 
Council Grove. Kans. 
Edward F. Webb. 
Dallas. Texas. 
Isaac Weil, 
Daiibury. Conn, 
Laddis A. Zicrnicki, 
Canton, N. C. 

Resigned 

Tlicoilore W. Beland. 
S / l S / 3 9 . 
Daniel H. Robertson. Jr., 
6/2/39. 

Discontinued 

Irving \'an Wagner, 
5/28/39. 
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ROMANY T I L E S for A IRPORTS 

I I "-1 i; 

Administration Building 

M U N I C I P A L A I R P O R T 
New Cumberland. Pa. 

(Near Harrisburg.) 

Genera l C o n t r a c t o r — R i t t e r B r o s . 
T i l e C o n t r a c t o r — L e h i g h T i l e & Marble Co . 

ii 

A ili lirii Roof Deck 

6 x 9 Romany Red Quarry Tiles 

The floors and decks of a Modern Airport must withstand the pounding and 
scraping of hurrying feet. Quarry Tile surfaces are not marred after years of 
heavy traffic. Minimum maintenance is assured. Quarry tiles are made in a 
wide range of sizes and colors and will harmonize with any type of Archi
tecture. 

United States Quarry Tile Co. 
C A N T O N , O H I O 
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St. Elizabeth's Hospital 
Continued Treatment Building 
Construction Division 
Veterans Bureau—Architects 

Shown above is a typical installation of walls and floors 
by Sparta. This Hospital installation indicates the type 
of decorative effect achieved by the restricted use of a 
Spartan Chintz pattern. The result is an interesting 
wainscot that will withstand extreme abuse. The Spartan 
Weave on the floor is a four by three with half inch dot. 

All tiles by 

The 

SPARTA CERAMIC COMPANY 
East Sparta, 

The FEDERAL ARCHITECT • JULY. 1939 
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Denver. Colorado, P. O., Soutli Denver Branch.—con
struction—J. H. Marclibank Construction {"onipany. 
205 West Wackcr Drive. CliicaKo. Illinois $88,925.00 

Wappincers Falls. N. V.. P. O.—construction, etc.— 
Sofarclli Bros., Inc.. U.1-19 Jamaica .\vcnuc. Jamaica. 
X. V 52.333.00 

North BcrKen. \ . I. . P, O.—construction, etc.—C. A. 
Nigro. 281 C.len Street, Clen Cove, N. V 75.635.00 

Kent. Washington. P. O. — construction, etc. — A. F . 
Mnwat Construction Co.. l.i.H Third .\vcniie Building. 
Seattle. Washington 58.900.00 

iMadi.son, Connecticut. P. ().—construction, etc.—Mutual 
Construction Company, 7 Fast 42nd Street, .New Vork. 
N. y 52.740.00 

Sylvania, Georgia. P, O.—construction, etc.— H. I.. .Mc-
Caskill. Post Office Box 283, Sandersville. C.eorgia 48.498.00 

San Dii'go, California, CC. 11. & CT. H—ri-niodelinK— 
Charles F. Dorfnian. 124 North l.a Urea .\venue. Los 
Angeles.' California 114.000.00 

ISiiltiniore. Maryland. P. <).. Catonsville Branch—con
struction, etc.—John K. KufT Compajiy. 100 West 22nd 
Street. Baltimore, Maryland 53,475.00 

Birmingham. Alabama. P. (). & CT. H..— repairs and im-

Erovements—Vanguard l"onstruction Corporation, 415 
exington Avenue. New Vork. .N. V 51,830.00 

Geneva, N. Y.. P. O.—extension and remodeling—Leon 
Wexlcr, 1134 Baker .\venue, .Schenectady, N. V 81,025.00 

San Franci.sco, California. P. O.. Rincon .\nnex-^:on-
struction, etc.—George A. Fuller Company, 408 South 
Si)ring Street. Los .\ngeles, California 1.735,000.00 

Portland. Maine. Marine Hospital—alterations, etc.— 
llcnrv L. Grohnc, 2594 North Water .Street, Decatur, 
Illinois 44.640.00 

-Mcalraz. California. Penitcntiarv—construction of the 
Industrial liuilding—Louis C. Dunn, Inc.. 799 Monad-
nock Building. San Fr.mcisco, California 186.000.00 

Piano. Illinois. P. O.—construction, etc.—Mutual Con
tracting Companv, 2532-34 Warren Boulevard. Chi
cago. Illinois. .'. 45.496.00 

AiR-horagc. .Maska. P. O. & CT. H.—construction, etc.— 
McCarthv Bros. Construction Co.. 4903 Delmar Boule
vard. St. Louis. Missouri 546.600.00 

San Francisco, California, P. t).. Rincon Annex—in
stallation of an elevator i>lant,—The Shei)ard Klevator 
Co., Inc.. 2425 Colerain .\venue. Cincinnati. Ohio 135.677.00 

llolTman Island. N. V.. Maritime Commission Station— 
dock changes, etc.— Mr. Tlior VVctlesen. 430 Beineni 
Avenue. West Brighton. .Staten Island. N. V 54.800.00 

Lowville. N. v.. P. O.—construction, etc.—Samuel Plato, 
2509 W. Walnut Street. Louisville. Kentucky 62.613.00 

Moiiticcllo. Indiana. P. O.—construction, etc.—J:imes I. 
ISarnes Construction Co.. IJarncs Building. Logansport. 
Indiana 58.339.00 

Oxnard. California, P. O.—construction, etc.—R. J . 
Daum. 6803 West Boulevard. Inglewood. California.. 66.340.00 

Bcthesda. Maryland. National Cancer Institute—manu
facture and installation of ccrt.iin Laboratory equipment, 
including the mechanical ei|uipnienl—Kewaunee Mfg. 
Co., Adrain. Michigan 72.622.00 

Seattle. Washington. Court House—complete elevator 
plant—Otis Elevator Company. 810—18th Street, 
N. W.. Washington. D. C 104.401.00 

.Seattle. Washinsrton. Court House—con.struction—N. P. 
Severin Co.. 222 West .\dams Street. Chicago. Illinois 1.214.000.00 

Bangor. Pennsylvania P. O.—con.struction etc.—Henry 
Dattner. 1515 Barium Tower. Detroit. Michigan 61.500.00 

Washington, D. C . Central Heating Plant. Social Se
curity and RR retirement HI). Bldgs.. and General 
Federal Office Building—construction of the C Street 
southwest extension to the steam distribution svstem. 
including all work shown in Central Heating Plant— 
The Mechanical Engineering Construction and I'.quip-
ment Company. 1814 W, Fayette Street. Baltimore. Md. 416.000.00 

Blackshear. Georgia. P. O. construction, etc.—Barnes 
Brothers. 314'/, Fifth Street, Logansport, Indiana 53.679.00 

Council Grove, Kansas, P. O.—construction etc.—Martin 
K. Ebv Construction Co., 850 Litchfield .Avenue. 
Wichita. Kan.sas 48.180.00 

Jamaica. N. V., P. O.. Woodhaven Branch—construction, 
etc.—Thos. G. .Sperling & Company, Inc., 103 Park 
Avenue, New Vork. N. Y 88.900.00 

Harrisonburg. Va., P. O. & CT. IL—construction, etc,— 
A. l-ameU Blair. Lake Charles. Louisiana 286.687.00 

Crooksion. Minnesota, P. O.—extension and remodeling 
—Thos, L . Dawson Company. 2035 Washington Street. 
Kansas City. Missouri 61.916.00 

New Vork. N. Y. , P, O.. Grand Central Annex^—reloca
tion of pneumatic tube mail transportation machinery, 
etc.—The Haves Healing Company. 308 West 20th 
Street. New York, N. Y 58.875.00 

{Continued from page 24) 

( 3 ) No distortion. Slanting lettering and that type 
of thing, which takes the eye of the ordinary 
individual, worries an architect. 

One architect said, "The main thing is for the 
architect to see the word Celotex. I f there is a badly 
composed, heterogeneous page, he will probably turn 
the page before seeing Celotex. I f the page is well 
composed, he will studv it long enough to get Celotex 
burned on his mind. I f it is so well composed as to 
be a Thing of beauty he will come back again to look 
at it and will think Celotex many times when the 
magazine is not in his hands.'* 

The rating of the pages in order of interest to 
Government architects would be Xo . 1, No. 3, No. 2, 
No. 4, No. 6. No. 5. 

Sincerely yours, 

E D W I N B A T E M A N M O R R I S , 

Editor. 
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O C T A G O N H O U S E 
18//; and New York Ave. 
Washington, D. C. 

Photograph by Dautn 

P»esides obtaining a charming and sentimentally ])erfect headquarters 
for itself, the American Institute of Architects, in acquiring the 
Octagon performed a splendid .service to the cau.se of preservation 
of historic American buildings. With the life of Strickland's Phila
delphia Custom House threatened and Latrobe's Decatur House in 
Washington, the preservation of historic structures is becoming a 
difficult and sorrowfuJ problem. 
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N E W Y O R K C I T Y B U I L D I N G , W O R L D ' S F A I R , N . Y . 1939 

A Y M . V R E M B U R Y I I , Architect P S A T Y & F i IMIM \ \ . I N C . . lUtildrrs. 

^JpHE only permanent building in the heart of the fair grounds; a huge rectangle 215' by 422'. 

A T L A N T I C T E R R A C O T T A used for the mottled green spandrels under the large windows and 
for the lustrous black capitals to the columns; a strikingly successful relief for the rigid gray of 
the limestone by the use of colored glazed smooth surfaces. 

The penthouse is faced on all elevations with A T L A N T I C T E R R A COTTA. The ashlar has a 
very light gray background with subdued buff spots and superimposed small black spots. The tri-
glyphs and the disks in the metopes are mottled green and the field white with faint yellowish 
tinge. The coping is lustrous black. These glazed Abboclirome colors all fired at standard Atlantic 
temperature 2400° F . 

2' 0" diameter disks in the stone parapet are brilliantly gold glazed (twice fired). 

The ashlar units in the penthouse field are 2' 5" wide by 2' 10" high. The triglyph and metopes 
2' 6" high and the pieces carrying the green disk 2' 6" wide. 

Every piece made with closed back providing excellent structural stability and eliminating 
expensive filling. 

All flat surfaces face planed in dry state before firing insuring level face. 

Each piece machine ground to accurate dimensions on all sides after firing lo provide uniform 

joints, and wrapped in heavy paper containers for safe delivery. 

Great technological progress in the last few years has made A T L A N T I C T E R R A C O T T A the 
modern high quality building material. 

A T L A N T I C T E R I I A 
101 I'iirk Avenue. New York C'ily 
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MAKERS OF AMERICA'S BEST KNOW N TERRA COTTA 

Southern Braneh: ATLANTA T E R R A COTTA ( O.. East Point. Ga. 
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NEW Y O R K C I T Y B U I L D I N G , WORLD S F A I R , N. Y . 1939 

Detail of spandrel> imder large windows, first floor, in lustrous mottled green glaze. The pieces 

are 2' 8%" wide and 3' ll/g" high. 

THE INTERIOR 

The great room in llie inter ior 160' by .370' is lined on four sides, including the six stairhalls. 

with a wainscot five feet high. The field is in units 1' 3l/4" high by 1' 514" long, closed back (planed 

in dry -tale to insure level face and machine ground after firing lo accnrale dimcn-ions lor uni

form setting joint of 3/16") in lustrous Scotch blue glaze. 

The diamonds in the pattern cap to this wainscot alternate in oyster white and scarlet vermilion 
(twice fired) glazes. 

C O T T A C O M P A N Y 
MAKERS OF AMERICA'S BEST KNOWN TERRA COTTA 

H)l Park Avenue. New Yorlv ( i ly Southern Branch: ATLANTA T E R R A COTTA CO.. East Pouit. Ga. 
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Everdur storage heater recently installed in the City Hospital oj A kron 
Ohio. Made by THE SIMS COMPANY, INC., Erie, Pa., ^dimen 
lions 48"X144", capacity 3300 g.p.h. It serves the hospital laundry City Hospital 

of Akron, Olilo 
replaces mstahle heaters with 

Everdur 

Another SIMS Everdur heater installed in this hospital—42"x 144", capacity 
2000 g.p.h. It is used for general hospital service. 

HOSPITALS need an abundance of hot water 
. . . water without a trace of rust. Besides, 

limited operating budgets make it desirable to 
have heating equipment that gives complete 
freedom from periodic rust repairs. That's why so 
many hospitals select storage heaters with shells 
of non-rust Everdur Metal. The City Hospital of 
Akron, Ohio, is a typical example. 

In Commerce, Industry and Homes 

All over the country—in schools, department 
stores, office buildings, textile mills, laundries 
and various institutions — rustable heaters are 
being replaced by strong, long-lived heaters made 
of Everdur Metal. Here are the facts: Nowadays 
more Everdur tanks and heaters are sold in a 
week than were built in the entire year 1929-

Everdur—Anaconda's copper-silicon alloy— 
is rustless, exceptionally strong, welds readily and 
is moderate in cost. Metals with such a combi
nation of extraordinary qualities are rare indeed. 
For non-rust tanks and heaters of all types, con
sult the leading equipment manufacturers. Re
member the name—Everdur Metal. sow 

ANACO C ^ D A 

T A N K M E T A L 

Visit iht Copper and 
Brass Industry Exhibit ^ 
in the Metals Build-
ins ih^ New York 
World's Fair 1939. We 
cordially invite you. 

T H E A M E R I C A N B R A S S C O M P A N Y , General Offices: WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT 
In Canada: ANACONDA AMERICAN BRASS LTD.. NewToronto.Ont. • Subsidiary of Anaconda Copper Mining Company 

"EVERDUR" is a trade-mark of The 
American Brass Company, registered 
in the United States Patent Office. 

Page 32 The FEDER. 'VL . A R C H I T E C T • J U L Y . 1939 



1 
< onion ltak<-r> . < lliarlt-Hloii. \\ < ~i \ a . 

trrlii I f i - I : Tin- M<-< !oriiii«-k <'.oiii|uiMy 

^nlr size itf iitiil. 12" hy 21 ' .<in<l rmiiirss 
of joiiil'ing holli liinizonliil and verliiul. 

(iolor is a t c x i i m ' d InilT ••la/.*- >\ hi<-h u i l l 
not fade or <n«.rol<»r. a n d i f H U S I K M I M O W 

a n d I I K ' I I \\ \{\\ s<»a|> a n d >\alcr. w i l l al\» ays 
be bright an<l n e w — a fa<'l«r o f vi tal i n i -
p o r t a n r e i n a p lant sii< h a s t h i s . T h e i n -
I r r i o r o f the bakery i s a lso T e r r a C o t t a . 

As Streamlined as Tomorrow's Car 
This ultra modern plant 

is enlirrlv faced -whU 

F E D E R A L SEABOARD 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L T E R R A COTTA 

S i i n p l i c i l > of Wur utui hr4-a<illi of ŝ  a l r . < arri«><I o u t i n 
r o l o r f u l Terra (lot l a . «-lKirarl<-ri/.(' l l i i s on Is ta i id i i i i : 
« \pr« >sioii of t h r ino<l( ri i t rend . 

MtnliTii T e r r a C o t t a is th*' <)ne hii i ldin<: m a t e r i a l that 
met' ls tin- |»r«»^r(>>i\r a r « - l i i l r c r > d r i n a n d for eolor. 
s«-al«" a m i ( lalni'ss . Pro<lu<-<'d in s<did >lal>?' u|> lo 21" hy 
36" in the 2" I h i r k n r s s a n d larjrer in I he I " . it is <:round 
on foured<;es to a<-enrale d inn-ns ions a n d face |»lan«-d. 
hefor«' (irin<:. lo e l i r n i n a l e sur face Ma\ iness . 

Sten< il led |tol>( i i ronie «le<-orations are produced <<-ononiicall\ an<l. as l<» color, then- is no end to |>os-
s ihi l i t ies so lon-j; as ar« liil«« ts s<'ek ••s<Hnelliin<: a l i t t le l>lu<r." " a trifle less >ellou."" 

II r f / c our Aeu York off'u v today for speeif ical ion> an<l da ta on this modern T e r r a < .«>tta. « qiKdl> at honn-
i n fa< l<»r\. olTice h u i l d i n g or store f r o n t . C o n s t a n t i n In a u t ^ . c<-onomy an<l durabi l i ty it kee | ) - pa< <' w i t h 
the tn 'ud of o u r t imes . 

F E D E R A L S E A B O A R D T E R R A C O T T A C O R P . 
10 r.VS r lOih S T R E E T J i J L i . ^ N E W Y O K K . \ . Y . 

P E R T H A M B O Y , N . J . ^ O O D B R I D G E . N . J . S O C T I I A M B O Y , N . J . 



appeal that (eeps tie 

A L C O A 

Aluminuin adds a smartness that helps attract 
and hold the tenant; imparts by its subdued 
richness a feeling of solid permanence. The 
money-making ability of an apartment build
ing is enhanced; Aluminum retains its attrac
tive newness with but little care. 

Free scope in design possibilities are 
offered with Aluminum, for it is suited to any 
metal-working treatment and can be given 
many striking finishes. Aluminum coping is 
neat and inexpensive. Aluminum window sills, 
spandrels, grilles and structural work add 

greatly to valuation, yet show low annual cost. 
Aluminum windows appeal to occupants 

and owners alike. Frames and sash are 
narrow, giving maximum glass area. They 
are remarkably easy to open and close, and 
are permanently weather-tight. There's no 
warping or swelling, no rusting or rotting; 
they never need painting. First cost is low. 

Standard Alcoa Aluminum extruded shapes 
for architectural uses are available. Aluminum 
Company of America, 2147 Gulf Building, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

A L C O A - A L U M I N U M 


