











The City as Educator:
A Proposal for the Boston Public Schools

One quarter of Boston’s school-age chil-
dren will soon attend classes in places
other than school buildings. A plan
called “The City as Educator” is now
being implemented which will tie the
school system directly to the city’s

rich variety of resources. Art and sci-
ence museums, the zoo and aquarium,
performing arts schools, colleges and
universities, the business community,
and government agencies are among the
participating resources. Many of these
have been under-used and unexploited
by the schools, but tied into the schools,
they can provide a rich, first-hand, on-
the-spot learning opportunity and at
the same time revitalize the school
system.

Children from kindergarten through
high school will spend at least half their
school years in resource centers. These
experiences will not be field trips.
Rather, The City as Educator redefines
“school” and “‘schoolhouse.” Pieces
of the educational system will be loca-
ted all over the city, built into or next
door to existing institutions.

For example, the new Boston zoo is
being built with this program in mind.
The first phase of construction, a bird-
house, flight cage and migratory bird
pond, will contain 2,000 square feet
of special space to serve as the zoo-
school resource center. Here, collections
of bird and plant life will be accessible
for immediate study as well as books,
AV materials, microscopes, laboratory
instruments, and furnishings for all
kinds of teaching and learning.
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Similar arrangements are being made
with the Theatre Company of Boston,

to teach theater arts; with the National
Alliance of Businessmen and the Federal
Reserve Bank, to teach the principles

and practical operation of economics;
and the Charles River Watershed Associ-
ation, New England Aquarium and Bos-
ton Museum of Science, among others,

to teach environmental studies. Utiliz-

ing the Boston Architectural Center,

the Children’s Museum, The Massachusetts
Horticultural Society, and the Museum of
Fine Arts, to name a few of the city’s po-
tential resource centers, many more dis-
ciplines can be studied at their source.

The City as Educator program will cost
no more than the present school system.
Instead of new school buildings, facili-
ties at the resource centers will be built.
No additional teachers will be needed
since the centers will be staffed by regu-
lar teachers reassigned from their home-
base schools, and by personnel from

the partner institutions.

As the program is itself revolutionary
in educational terms and in its celebra-
tion of the potentials of the city, its
total implementation, slated for 1976,
is altogether appropriate.

The Boston Commision on
Secondary Education
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