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PRODUCT REYIEW



As in past issues, the objective of the product review is to stimulate
public and professional interest in those items which are least

fettered by conventional approaches in their design. Metal and
plastic items shown here are particularly unrestricted by
traditional attitudes. Rather, they have been deliberately
designed to make inventive use of new materials and improved
processes of manufacture.

Recently a number of painters and sculptors have actively entered

the design field, translating studio experiences into the design of
furniture and fabrics. In the present issue, along with the work of
established, "full-time" designers, we see the work of a number of these

versatile studio artists who are now functioning in the design field.
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r FLowER cHArRs oJ molded, fiberglass plastic shell hatte

a steel base and are fnished in white. These chairs are designed

b2 a prile-winning contemporarlt design team, E.rtelle and

Erwine Lauerne,Jor Laoerne, Inc., 160 East 57th Street, New

Tork 22, New fork.

2 sLrDrNc DooR cABTNET and two-door bufet with fue'
drawer open shelf is shipped knocked down, has preJramed metal

supporting structure, leg columns of anodi3d brushed alumi'

num, adjustable ball-joint Joot glides, and is designed fu the

manuJacturer, Hugh Acton, 588 Brookside, Birmingham,

Michigan.

s END TABLEs haae cast aluminum allol (satin or mirror

polish) bases. The"Column X" used in the base deriues Jrom

one of the most elementarlt structural principles eaer conceiaed'

These tables are designed b1t Ward Bennet Jor Lehigh Furni-

ture Corporation, 16 East 53rd Street, New Tork 22, New

Tork.

4 MoDULAR cHArRs haue manlt additional pieces auailable'

Known oficialQ as " Multalum," the basic frame units are so

designed that anlt arrangement oJ the seating with a uariety oJ

integrated tables can be made without structural adjustments'

Satinfnish, /e" square aluminum bar composes the base; choice

oJ upholsterlt. Designed b1 George KasparianJor Kasparians,

7772 Santa Moniea Bouleuard, Los Angeles 46, CaliJornia'

s TRANseARENT cHArRs oJ molded clear plastic with or

without cushion. Specialu deueloped imported plastic is used

to make these "inuisible" chairs which are suitable Jor indoor

and outdoor use . Tlte pedestal chairs sltown are the " Butterfl"
and the "Lil1i' designed b1 Estelle and Erwine Laaerne Jor
Laaerne, Inc., 160 East 57th Street, New Tork 22, New Tork.

G ExEcurrvE nANEL DEsK has a satin polished -1" x'ln alu-

minum Jrame and |Ya" thick walnut top, boiled linseed oil

finish; rubber cushion metal base glides. Designer is Ward

BennetJor Lehigh Furniture Corporation,-16 East 53rd Street,

New Tork 22, New Tork.

7 occAsroNAu te.auzJor use in ffice or home makes use oJ

the H-bar in a new wa1t. Tlte chrome bar is placed on its side,

thereby becoming the base. The other side is inserted into the

walnut top. Designed b1t Robert Benham Becker, known also

Jor his sculpture,Jor Helikon Furniture Companl, lnc.,543

Madison Aaenue, New Tork 22, New fork.

a rABLE r,l'se has a handsome sculptured look in its rigid

welded construction. Each Joot has adjustable brass leaels.

Designed by GardellaJor Altamira Benauede, Inc., 125 East

55th Street, New Tork 22, New Tork'

e ExEcurIvE coLUMN x woRK'DEsK TABLE has walnut,

teak, rosetaood or plastic laminate top, personal dratt:er utith

lock, cast aluminum allo2 base, inside Jaces finished in mat

black, edges stain polished, adjustable glides.78" x 36" x 29"

high. Designed fui Ward Bennet, also a painter and sculptor,

Jor Lehigh Furniture Corporation, 16 East 53rd Street, New

Tork 22, New Tork.

ro-rr LouNcE cHArRs haue a Jree Jorm aspect which is

nicellt contained. Pictured are the "Egg" and the "SLaan."

Designed b1t the internationally famous Arne Jacobsen Jor
D u x Inc or p or at e d, 1 633 A dr i an Ro ad, B ur I in g ame, C al iJ or ni a.

12 Tv AND sroRAGE uxtr shown with brass base is also

aaailable withwood legs. The sileoJ the case is 54' x 18"'

ManuJactured b7 Arch Gordon Companlt, lnc.,2500 North

Bosworth Aaenue, Chicago 14, Illinois.

t3 RoTATTNG BUct<ET LouNcE cy.*tn has a cast alumi-

num alloy "Column X" base which is in marked contrast to

the tulted seating, designed Jor roomy comJort. This chair,

which comes in muslin, plastic or leather, is designed b1 Ward

Bennet Jor Lehigh Furniture Corporation, 76 East 53rd

Street, New fork 22, New Tork.

r. ARM cl.ete with separate cusltion, chrome legs and a

choice oJ steel or walnut side stretchers. Back cushion attached'

Full .foam rubber construction on curued pieces oJ pQwood'

Comes in muslin, plastic or leather. 24" x 25/a" x 32/2"

high. Designed b1 Robert Benham Becker Jor Helikon Furni-

ture Companlt, Inc., 543 Madison Aaenue, New Tork 22,

New Tork.

rs coNTouRED ARMLEss cttxp. with loose seat cushion'

Leg base is oJ cold rolled steel in satin chrome fnish; also

auailable with walnut side stretcher. Full Joam rubber con-

struction with precision tailoring oJ leather upholsterl as

shown. Comes in muslin, plastic or leather' 24" x 25t/s" x

32%' high. Designed b2 Robert Benham Becker Jor Helikon

Furniture Companlt, Inc., 543 Madison Aaenue, New Tork

22, New Tork.

16 coNFERENcE TABLE is fineQ proportioned, auailable in

walnut or rosewood. The sides are ftted on H-bar struts with

round adjustable gtides on the legs. The H'bar has a satin

chrome fnish and the wood a hand-rubbed oil or clear lacquer

fnish. Designed b1 Robert Benham Becker Jor Helikon Furni'

ture Company, Inc., 54i Madison Auenue, New Tork 22,

Neu Tork.

17 HrcH BAqr<cHAIR one of the uariations oJ "Multalum"
series in its structure design, is upholstered in plastic or

leather and made fut Kasparians,7772 Santa Monica Boule-

oard, Los Angeles 46, California.

ra soFA was recentll used in the Brussels Fair as an example

oJ good American design. This piece has 
-100" inside seating

dimension and 
-17" 

seat height; Jour loose cushions. ManuJac'

tured b1 Dunbar Furniture Corporation oJ Indmna, Berne,

Indiana.

re coNTRAcr BENcH sYsrEM permits cushions, table tops

and planters to be rearranged in numerous aariations' The

modular design is exceptionallt strong 1et light in scale and is

suitable Jor heaal use in public areas. Legs are in black or

white cellulosic (special chip-resistant coating) or in satin

stainless steel. Designed b7 George NelsonJor Herman Miller

Furniture Company, /eeland, M ic ltigan.

20 IABLE MtRRoR of an entirely new design piuots on a black

enameled tripodJrame. The beaeled mirror, backed uith scarlet

Jelt, is 16' high, 7Yz" wide. Designed b7 Colin Beales Jor
Peter Cuddon, 54-56 Princess Victoria Street, CliJton Bristol

8, England.

2t o;isx with side Qping unit is manuJactured in aarious

sizes and is one of the "status Group" line oJ oficeJurniture
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designed by Robin Da2. Made fui Hille oJ London, 3g-40
Albemarle Street, London, England.

22 MAN's WARDRoBE in oiled walnut is 4g,, x .lg, x 50,,
Itigh. This chest has leather lined dlawers and tra1s, slide_out
palettesJor shirts and l,ift-up mirrored top. Electric outletJor
shaaer is included. Designed b2 paul McCobbfor Directioial,
47 East 57th Street, Jt{ew Tork 22, New Toik.

23 REvoLvrNG cLosET is a space saaer. Attached easily to
uall or ceiling. Adapts to l}t ceiling maximum. Cyliniical
walnut ueneer sltell prouides ample space.for six coats as well
as storage area Jor ltats and olershoes. Designed b1t uon der
Lancken and LundquistJor Lehigh Furniture Corporation, 16
East 53rd Street, New Tork 22, New Tork.

2. BUTTERFLv sroor- is constructed oJ beechwood with a
brass support and isfinished in lacquer or mat. Si4 12,, x 17,,,
may be used with or without cushion. Designed by Tan Lay
and Akane Shoji -for Frederick Lunning, Inc., 662 FtJtlt
Aaenue, New Tork 22, New Tork.

2s FLooR tav.p has white opal sltade and teakwood base.
Height is 4t. Designed by Carl Fagerlundfor OrreJors Glas-
bruk, OrreJors, Sweden.

26 nENDANT t-arll.e, adjustable in height, is lg/r,,, square and.
auailable in dark gray-green and clear crlstal glass colors. The
strips are teak. Tltese modern Jorms are designed by Carl
Fager lund Jor OrreJor s G lasbruk, Orr eJor s, Sweden.

27 ct.Ass rENDANT LAMps of uarious designs and colors
designed by Carl Fagerlund for Orrefors Glasburk, Orrefors,
Sweden.

2a IABLE t-tv'e oJ wltite opal glass, dull brass stem and
teak base. Approximately l9t high, it is Carl Fagerlund's
design for O rr efor s G lasbruh, Orrefor s, Sweden.

2e eENDAN? LA.mp uses 60w Jrosted bulbs and is made in
dark green and white opal glass in adjustable heights. De_
signed fu,t Carl Fagerlund Jor Orrefors Glasbruk, OrreJors,
Sweden.

30 rABLE LAMps haoe Jrosted glass globe, approximatelt
4Yz" diameter in example at leJt. This lamp has polished.
brass base, ltand switch on cord, and is manufactured. b1t
Arredoluce in Milan, Ital2for Atlamira, Benooede , Inc., 125
East 55th Street, New Tork 22, New Tork.

sr HANcrNc cLoBE r_arup ls hand_bloun or hand_rolled
Venetian glass and comes in colored stripes oJ aar2ing widths.
Tlte designer is Paolo Venini of Murano,Venice, Italy and
lamps are imported by Altamira Benaaede, Inc., l2i East
55tlt Street, New Tork 22, New Tork.

E2 wALL t-to;at ltas bracket aztailable infiat zahite or brushed,
brass. The Venini globe is aaailable in manlt solid or striped
color combinations. Designed by VeniniJor Altamira Benaaede
Inc., 125 East 55tlt Street, Neut Tork 22, New Tork.

33 NEr LrcHTs are constructed oJ uinyl_sprayd fsh net
stretched ouer metal rings of uarious dimensions. Designed fut
George JtrelsonJor AlJred Auerbach Associates, Inc., 4 East
53rd Street, New Tork 22. New Tork.

sr cErLrNG FlxruRE composed of a large cluster oJ white
glass cltlinders suspended at diferent heights. Number can be
aaried. Designed by paul Ma4er for Habitat, J36 3rd
Aoenue, New Tork 10, New Tork.

85 wALL ERAcI<ET has glass cllinder on polished brass or
chrome arm and wall plate. Designed. by paul Mayer Jor
Habitat, 336 3rd Auenue, New Tork 10, New Tork,

36 TABLE uemer,rMlnoJormr, white glass. Designed. b2
Poul Mayr Jor Habitat, 336 3rd Aaenue, New Tork 10,
New Tork.

s7 TABLE tav.e using white glass globe may be had with
polished brass or cfuome tripod base. Height is 20yz,t. De_
signed b2 Paul Mayr Jor Habitat, j36 Jrd Aoenue, Neu.t

. Tork 10, New Tork.

3a FABRTc combining fiae colors printed on white Flanders
linen. Tlte design is named,,palette,, and is created b7 Albert
Herbert Jor Rowen Inc., I East i3rd Street, New Tork 22,
New Toik.

re FABlrrc. ramie casement oJ linen and rayon. Called,,Iooryt
Touer" and produced by Isabel Scott Fabrics Corporatioi,
515 Madison Auenue, New Tork 22, New Tork.

fo sr<yLrNE, draper2 panel print auailable in custom colors
and lengtlts. Produced b1 Ellenhank Designers, Inc., 347
East Burlington Street, Riuerside, Illinois.

{t sHADowEavzfberglass two_color print designed by Ben
Rose, 7129 West Sheridan, Chicago 40, Illinois.

.2 sARAToc *, closely woaen upholster) weat)e auailable in
wide range oJ colors. Designed b1 Albert Herbert for Rowen
Inc., 1 East 53rd Street, New Tork 22, ){ew Tork.

.3 crurLFoRD, upholstery Jabric oJ wool and spun rayon
fibers, comes in lellow, orange and khaki. Made b7 Isabel
Scott Fabrics Corporation, 5li Madison Auenue, New Tork
22, New Tork.

.4 TREsTLES print, auailable in six color and Jabric com_
binations, ranging Jrom white on white dacron ti cltarcoal on
natural linen. Otlter stock combinations aoailable are black on
wltite dacron, and orange, oliue, green or blue on uthite
Flanders linen. Designed by Albert HerbertJor Rowen Inc., f
East 53rd Street, Neu Tork 22, New Tork.

l5 RAMMA FRETwoRT< paneling is manuJactured in Kyoto
oJ Japanese c2press in six diferent designs and two basic
fnishes, natural and mat black. Framed stock panels -1, 

wide,
are aoailable in O',7', 8,, g,, and 10, luights. The fretwork
ma1 also be had in an1 special si4s according to specifcations,
framed or unJramed, suitable Jor Jolding scr)ens, sliding
panels, area diaiders or u.talls. Bilt Ketihor Designs, Inc.,
400 East Pine Street, Seattle 22, Washington.

.6 coNcRETE BLocr< is an ingenious, precast unit creating a
pattern in tuo planes. Resulting light and shade efeciiae
against the seoerity oJ contemporary architectural Jorms. De_
signed by sculptor Erwin Hauer and used, in the new language
center at Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, New Tork. Distributed
by Murals, Inc., 16 East S3rd Street, New Tork 22,
Neut Tork.
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AJter stu$t oJ seueral ideas which I submitted.to the archi-

tects and the Board oJ Directors of the Minneapolis Public

Librar1,, they decided on the scroll shown here (4) in model

Jorm as being most appropriate Jor a library qmbol. When

this decision had been reached and the scale model oJ the

scroll executed, one might haue thought that m1 creatiue

experience as a sculptor utould haue beenfnished; tlmtJrom

then on it was merely a mechanical problem oJ enlarging

the small model. This proued not to be the case at all.
IJ tlte fnished sculpture uere to be onQ eight or ten Jeet

in height, the scaling up Jrom the small model would not

haae entailed neu images. Houeuer, in scaling Jrom 27

inches to 27 Jeet, new images are constantQ created. This

is occasioned fui phltsical necessity. A sculpture ruhich rises

aboue the background wall some seaen Jeet and which is
shaped mlre or less like a huge sail, will obaiously be

subjected to terrifu stress in high uinds. M2 first step,
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aJter tlte model had been accepted, was to consult utith
engineers. Tltey fgured how heauy tlte sculpture must be,
Itow tltick, ltow muclt reinJorcing it must haue, hou deep
into the ground thefoundations must go. When their calcu_
lations ruere translated into fgures such as, ,, The steel
armature or Jrameruork must be made oJ beams nine and
one-half inches squarer" I ruas somewhat startled. It ruas
eaen mzre startling to learn that such square steel beams
must be specially constructed! Tlte complex curaes of m)
sculpture ruould not permit tlte use of ordinary l-beams.
Tlte engineers speci"fied that the entire supporting Jrameuork
must be constructed, b1t arc uelding, out oJ steel plates and
rods. It ruas estimated that tlte weight oJ the materials to be

used on the armature alone ruould be seuen tons.

An1 ruork oJ art is unique, but for most monumental
sculpture there is a precedent; that is, it is built.from great
blocks oJ stone or is cast in bron4e Jrom a plaster model in
the same ua2 tlmt suclt sculpture has been created Jor thou_
sands oJ yars. My project, taorking directe in the metal,
so Jar as I kneru was without precedent; certainl2 there
ruere no guide books. It called for the coolteration oJ man1t
people. Tlte sculptor had to make fnal decisions, but tlte
assistance oJ engineers, utorkmen, fellout artists, and arti_
sans ruas indispensable . From the beginning, zue knew tlmt
we probabl2 were building tlte largest sculpture in the world
to use the tecltnique of welding combined u.tith the ancient
tecltnique oJ repouss|. This did not.frighten us, but it did

Q

:ks

Itrfr
rllt* i

,ir



make us thoughtJuM sal)"tts" because Donald Haskin-an
expert metal worker-was consulted and worked with me

Jrom the beginning. Later, when we came to the problem oJ

encasing the legs in brono, Richard Randell joined with us.

To understand what I mean when speaking oJ the emer-

gence oJ new images, one need onQ look at the accompanying

illustrations. Who, knowing onll the small model (5), could

haue imagined an1 oJ the shapes, i.e., images, shown here?

Figure 6, which shows the barest beginning oJ the armature,

is alreadlt a piece oJ abstract sculpture-but it is a quite

diferent piece oJ sculpture Jrom any represented b7 later

stages, or by the fnislted armature. Euen tlte finished arma-

ture, Figure 2, is completeQ diferent in Jeeling Jrom uLhat

the finished sculpture will be. It is another image-one that

I neaer dreamed would emerge ruhen we began building with

onlt the first scale model, Figure 4, as a guide! From Figure

6, who could possibly enaisage Figure 10? The scafolding

which surrounds the work also contributes to this Jeeling

that the armature at euerlt stage has been a constantly chang-

ing sculpture, a constantly changing image. We can see the

scroll Jorm gradually taking shape, gradualQ emerging.

The next step will be the final couering oJ the armature.

We haue, as it were, made the skeleton, which now must be

clothed withflesh. FiJty-odd sheets of copper 3 x 9Jeet will
be used. These must ltaue calligraphic designs beaten into

them-that is, by the technique oJ repouss|, a wa) of working

metal since the beginning oJ historyt-and each one coated

with bron<e, painstakingly welded onto the entire surJace,

bit b1t bit (coaer). Then the supporting legs must be sheatlted

in bron<e. The making oJ this bronze sheathing is a story in

itselJ. The legs are slightu tapered, which means that each

must be made separately, each shaped in a wooden Jorm

which then is taken to the Joundr2 Jor casting in the final
bronze.

But the interesting part to me is that as we progress

be2ond the buitding oJ the armature, each stage oJ the uay

wilt be marked by the emergence oJ another image, in turn

to be destro2ed b7 the one that Jollows. OnQ the photo-

graphs, reproduced here, will record those images as others

take their place.
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