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on frre cover

fhe prolotype of the gloss tumbler
Iros been in use for 1400 yeors.
fhe eose with which it is lobricoted,
th_e Ivnctionol shope, ond the qualities
of sparkle ond lronsporency
ore solislying lo our needs.

on poge one

fhe lounge choir, designed by Eero Soorinen
in 1949 ond monuloctured by Knoll,
odds to the lunclionol sorurion o poetic quolity.
For svch o lorge choir
il is unusually lighl in appearonce.
lhe undulating lhinness of the shope
is possible only becouse
ol lhe odroi, usa of molded ploslic.
ll is covered with loom rubber
ond cradled in o sleel underslruclure
thot is both light-weight ond strong.

THE wAtKER ARr CENTER is o progressive mvseum of rhe orts, Boord ofDirectors; Justin y. Smith (presrdenf), Edgor V. Nosh (vice.presrdent), D. S.
Defenbocher (secrelary f lreosurer f museum direclor), H. Horvord Arnoson, E. Hiolmor
Eiornson, Wmston A. Close, Eleonor Horris, Alice fenney Mitchell, Fred V. Nosh.
Eugenrc C. Nowlin, leo R. pftoun, Suson Rogers Wotker, Rotf l)elond, Malcoln M,Willey; Ex-officio: Hon. Eric G. Hoyer, Constonce W. Rustod, Archie D. Wolker.
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1940 to 1950

The form of the Soorinen choir shown obove is
the result of coreful explorotion of the bosic

considerotions ond disciplines inherent in the

design of oll products' use, moteriol, technique

of fobricotion, visuol quolity.

The stondords by which products of good
design hove been ochieved-from eorliest
times to the present-ore fundomentolly the

some. This is the second of two consecutive
issues devoted to The Trodition in Good De-

sign, bosed on two reloted exhibitions in the

Everydoy Art Gollery. The Trodition in Good
Design to 1940 wos previously covered; this

issue covers the period from 
.l940 to 1950.

Speciol emphosis on the post decode is

not orbitrory; in the lost ten yeors there hos

oppeored on obundonce of products thot ore
o synthesis of our vost technologicol odvonces

ond odhere to the principles of good design.

A representotive-not oll-inclusive -selection
of these products is presented on the follow-
ing poges, together with some discussion of
their moteriol ond fobricotion, os well os some

of their visuol ond functionol chorocteristics.

:he tradition in good design



I there are basic d,esign considerations and disciplines
which remain constantt.

The use of on obiect determines its bosic form.

The moteriol ond the technique of fobricotion ofiect the form.

The visuol quolity of the form sotisfies sensuous ond psychologicol needs.

A teopot to pour teo, o gloss to drink from, o
towel to dry ones honds . . . elementory func-
tionol requirements determine the bosic form
of on obiect. The moteriols ond tools ond
processes used influence the form-which
should olso pleose the eye, the sense of touch,
the mind.

I ln the unodorned porceloin toble wore, with o
cool off-white gloze, the simple, refined forms
ore sotisfying to look ot ond to hondle.
porcelain dinnerware
manufoctured by Arzberg
imported by Court Associates

2 The very inexpensive ond sotisfoctory solution
for toble glosswore is well bolonced ond eosy
to wosh ond dry, becouse of the relotionship
of the height to the diometer of the rim.
glassware, o'Clnssic"

designed, by Fred,a Di.amond
manufactured by Libbq,

3 This set of hond-loomed linen towels hos o
pleosont texture-o simple weove of domesti-
colly grown flox. A lorge both towel is in-
cluded in the set of four pieces.
hand,-lnomcd linen towek
designed by Pauline and Don Robinson
manufaaured by Black House Linens

4 The troditionol eoting utensil shopes, in o highly
utilitorion metol, ore well bolonced ond round-
ed for eose of hondling.
steinless steel flatw ore,
desi.gned by Folke Arstrom.
manufaaured by Gmse

5 The duol purpose doybed hos o foot pedol
thot tips the bock to moke o comfortoble bed.
The eleven-ply birch frome is sturdy ond of
simple construction; the mottress is mode of
foom rubber. lt is ovoiloble in o number of
fobric covers, ond o pondonus bock.
d"yb"d
designed by Richard, Suin
manufacturedby Knoll
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I there are basic design considerations and. disciplines uhich rernain constant.

I The Soorinen dining choir, like his lounge
choir, gives o sense of luxury through the thin
flowing form of the bock, Agoin the form is
possible becouse of the molded plostic frome
ond the plostic odhesive used to sheoth it with
foom rubber ond fobric.
d.ining chairs
designed by Eero Saarinen
manufa.ctured by Knoll

2 Of soddle leother ond lominoted birch, the
Topiovooro choir is light in weight. Sold knock-
ed-down, it is eosily ossembled with the bock
in either of two comfortoble ongles.
chair
designed by llmari Tapi.otsaora
manufactured by Thonet

3 Both fibre ond weove lend springiness to this
very duroble ond procticol floor covering.
manila rug
mad.e in the Philippine Iskinds

t
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2 tnan has aluays solaed the problem oJ design
in terrns of the foregoing basic consid,erations,

Nevertheless-the needs, resources, ond tostes unique to eoch culture

tend to mork the obiects creoted

os belonging to their porticulor time ond ploce.

Designed by o contemporory sculptor, the two
members of the bose ore identicol. When
ossembled the bose forms o tripod which is

self-stobilizing. The heovy gloss top rests
securely without connectors.
tablz
designed by Isa.mu Noguchi
manufadured, by Hernan Miller

Of pure linen, the reversible rug is tightly
woven in o subtle, strioted pottern.
rug, "&andia"
manufaaured. by Klearfi ax
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I The completely odiustoble working choir is

ovoiloble in plywood, or upholstered with
foom rubber ond fobric or plostic.
chair
designed by Odeherg-Olson

manufactured by Knoll

2 Of his desk, the designer hos stoted, "The

design orrived ot stemmed from o dislike for
drower storoge, o preference for visible stor-

oge obove the desk top, the need for o built-in
portoble typewriter, ond the use of o Pendo-

flex file-o unit so constructed thot no drower
is required. The result is o piece of furniture

which turned out to be somewhot unusuol in

oppeoronce os o noturol result of on orgon-

izing process."
ihsk
dcsigned by George Nelnn
monufactured by Herman Miller

3 The brockets ond stondords provide for hong-

ing shelves thot ore odiustoble in width, length,

ond distonce oport.'
braclcas and standords
manufanured by Gardcn City

a Flexibility ond visuol oppeol ore chorocteristic

of contemporory lighting fixtures. This lomp

moy be odiusted for direct os well os reflected
light; the slim rods with porobolicol reflectors

ossume o voriety of relotionships.
nbl.e l.amp

designed by George Nelson

manufartured, by Gateral Lighting

5 The light Komoi choir results from honest use of
present doy moteriols ond fobricotion methods.
chair
d.esigned by Ray Komai
manufoctured, by tG Furniture
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6 A single form creotes visuol voriety through

its mony possible configurotions; it is o pottern

compotible wilh todoy's interiors.
pfinted fabric, " Fluctuatian"
designed. b.r lulieue and. Gyorgy Kepes

ma,nufafiured. by Laoerne Arigilnk

7 Another choir reflective of todoy hos on olum-

inum tubulor frome ond o heovy duck covering

which is removoble for cleoning. The Borwo

tips bock to provide complete reloxotion.
Barwa chair
dcsigned by Barnlucci- W ald.heim

manufactured by Ralph Elltott

I This fireploce is o contemporory version of the

Fronklin Stove. All of the surfoces rodiote heot;

il con be hung on the woll or stood on legs on

the floor, ond is ovoiloble in severol colors of
boked-on enomel.

f.repl.ace
designed by Carl Koch
manufactured by Acorn Houses
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S ,r, the dcsign process, there is o continuing interplay
between the past and the present.

when their function ond method of monufocture remoin essentiolly the some,

obiects produce.d todoy ore similor to those of the post.

when there orise new esthetic, economic, ond other sociol ottitudes
toword function, moteriol, or process of monufocture-
then bosicolly new designs moy develop.
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I The brozier is one of monkind's oldest cooking

ond heoting devices; the requirements hove

remoined unchonged for centuries: iust o shol-

low bowl for o chorcool fire, with o grill on

top. Todoy's borbecue brozier is portoble,

mode entirely of steel-the grill nickle ploted

ond the bose finished with mot block heot

resistont point. The result is o kind of clossic

beouty.
barbecue brozicr
designed. and nanufacturcd by Hawk House

2 The long hondled fork ond spotulo olso repre-

sent the logicol solution to o porticulor need.
barbecue set

manufattured, by Clydn Cutlcry

3 A new moteriol suggests new possibilities for
on old, old octivity. Smoll permonent mognets

provide infinite possibilities for moking exciting

constructions.
Magnet MGtt$ Playtool
dow*.d by Arthur Corrora
manufartured by Canadan

4 The slot screen, olso o very eorly development

historicolly, hos found innumeroble uses in our

lives todoy. This flexible screen is mode of
holf-inch noturol redwood slots.
slat screen

manufafiured. by T ropicraft

5 The sturdy bench of noturol birch with ebon-

ized legs reflects the need for o unit of voried

uses. lt serves os o low toble or o bose on

which to rest luggoge, o record ployer, o

cobinet, o chest of drowers . . . with o foom

rubber cushion, it provides seoting.
bench

tlesigned by George Nelson

manufartured. by Herman Miller

6 The woshoble cotton rug is ovoiloble in mony

colors, is soft ond rich in texture,
rug,"Wunda Veane"
manufartured by Belrug

3

4

5

6 9

",

tr
,&
#1 

.'

, *6:

btj,
!
J

1
,a
f
r.
t
t

t

tr c

t-
*

&r {**t'd'

c

t

I

t
a

I
a?

I

,t



I The bosic shopes of toble wore do not chonge:
the purposes for which they ore creoted re-
moin the some. A cup moy be of heovy pottery,
of frogile porceloin-or, os here, of o hord
smooth plostic. The cup hondles ore molded
with the cup rother thon being odded; this
hondle, with its brood top, fits the hond un-
usuolly well. The plostic tokes dishwosher-hot
woter, ond is olmost unbreokoble.
plastic dinnerware, " Lifetime"
designed by lon Hedu
manufactured by Watertoun

2 The crucible is odmirobly designed for chem-
istry loborotory use. Beoutiful of contour, it
con be used os o domestic serving dish or
oven wore.
crucible

manufa.ctured by Coors

3 Choirs thot rock bock ond forth hove long
existed. The simplicity of this rocker's frome,
its lightness olthough upholstered, ond the
quolity of the Boldwin-Mochodo fobric ore
chorocteristic of this decode.
rocker
designed by Ralph Rapson
manufactured. by Rapson

3

in the d.esign process,
there is a continuing interplay between
the past ond. the present.
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1 recognition ol qualitY
is the key problern oJ contetnporary d,esign.

With few exceplions-

greoter refinement in function, form, ond croftsmonship ore necessory

in order to ochieve moturity in the design development

of recent decodes.

White cord oround three-quorter inch chrome

ploted steel tubing comprises this dining choir.

These choirs con be stocked, ond the cord is

woshoble.
chair
designed by Andrl Dupres

monufactured by Knoll

Function ond refinement ore combined to cre-

ote the ebony peppermill ond solt dish-on
elegont stocotto note when used with light

chino.
peppermill and sah dish

desi.gned. and made by John MaY

Beoutifully formed ond finished, these steok

knives show o fine homogeneity of blode ond

hondle.
steak kniues

manufactured by Gerber

\q?



Form orrived ot through o considerotion of the
use, the moteriol, ond the processes of fobrico_
tion hos volidity, ond is the bosis for the best of
contemporory design. With study ond subse_
quent refinement these solutions result in prod-
ucts thot will endure beyond those bosed on
superficiol styling.

I The rock provided for these kitchen tools is

logicol not only for eosy occessibility, but olso
becouse the tools ore o pleosure to see. Of
stoinless steel, they provide the essentiol
cooking-tool shopes.
kitchen tools and raclt, "Flint"
designed by M. l. Zimmer and James Chandler
manufactured by Ekco

2 The copper-clod bottom of the stoinless steel
skillet distributes heor evenly, the Bokelite
pistol-grip hondle fits the hond comfortobly.
All ports of the skillet ore welded so there ore
no rivets to loosen.
couered skilht
manufactured by Retsere

3 The honging cobinet in noturol birch hos sliding
doors covered in pondonus, with soddle leother
pulls. lnside ore three odjustoble wooden
shelves; the inside finish is white enomel.
hanging cabinet
designed by Florence Knoll
manufactured by Knoll

4 The dining toble combines lightness ond strength,
is eosily folded for storoge or shipping. Avoil-
oble olso in other sizes, it solves beoutifully the
requirements of o toble.
dining tabk
d.csigned by Charles Eames

manufactured by Herman Miller

5 The hondles ore eosy to grosp, the cofiee pot
pours without dripping, the lids ore simple to
lift-these ond other functionol requirements
ore fulfflled in the ceromic coffee service. ln

oddition, there is enioyment in the subtle color
ond texture of the gloze ond the finely topered
edges.
ceramic cofee seruice

designed. and mad.e by Edwin a.nd. Mary *heier

I
2

3
4

5t2

Ll
'.:,.
'lir

I
,461ff
' 'a'

l

1\

U
ffiH
$*
&t
ffi;
Ij'

ri

t

@!r@



the traditi,on, in good d,esign

The past decade acceleratecl our technological explorations and
{ound us perfecting new rnaterials and processes. The war Ied many
designers into new fields to cope with purely technical problems
in laboratory and {actory. With their return to industrial design
problerns, there was an alnrost conrpulsive urge arnong designers
to use this new knowledge {or its own sake. That has always been a

temptation. As the painter of the Renaissance was wont to exploit
perspective, the furniture rnaker of a few decades ago to turn
rnillions of spindles on power lathes-so the contemporary de.

signer is ternpted by the technitlues o{ extruding, molding, welding.
stanrping-feeling that therehy he is expressing the spirit of our
period.

Sornetinres this cr-rnstructivist approach results in a lack of
rvarmth and gaiety and other human qualities. But even though at
first the results might lack the finesse that comes with a mature
concern for man's psychological needs. still there is something very
healthy in this exuberant exploratory approach. Nevertheless, until
there is some conscisu5 sfl611-and some success-in creating
designs which fulfill man's need for expressive forms, the designer's
problerns remain only partially solved.

We do not advocate a turning back to the crocheted runner, the
beaded lamp, or the rose covered carpet that gave grandma's liv-
ing roorn a cozy warmth. But the spirit of self-expression that went
into her fanrily living room was also a healthy thing. She created
part of it herself and chose the rest of it-not because it was "cor-
rect" hut because she rvas corn{ortable with it.

The Earnes chair has become almost a symbol of contemporary
design. It uses fully the technology available to our period for very
human and social ends. It is comfortable. It has character, and
forrn. and a kind of grace that compares favorably with the best

in {urniture design of the past. It is conceived in terms of mass pro-
duction. It is light in weight, and is easy to pack and ship. In short

-it 
is designed to be nrade on a 20th century assembly line and

used in 20th century interiors, by people living at a 20th century
pace-a pace which dernands that Iurniture and household acces-

sories take their plaee as background for individual and com-

rnunity activity.
Every month it becomes more possible to choose a product that

is not only well-designed but is also sornething through which we

c3n express our own particular personal taste. Some of us want the

cool refined chasteness of N{ies Van der Rohe. Sorne of us want the

light" airy, floating beauty of Eames; some of us prefer the sensuouso

pcetic quality of Saarinen. For sorne, the solidity and warmth oI
Worrnley seem right. V/hatever our preferences, there is an in-
creasing possibility of fulfilling them.

Modern is not a style. It is a rational efiort to solve everyday liv-
ing problems. Each solution must be judsed by itself. For it is

through an honest, thoughtful appraisal on our part that the de-

signer will be encouraged to seek new directions and, above all,
refine existing ones, O
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PRODUCT RDYIBIY

dcrlgncrr

mottufoclurc?!

prlcc:

rlzc:

molcrlsk:

lcolurcrr

dcrlgner: Kurt Versen

monufocturer:

prlcc:

molcrlalrs

tATI P

Rolph Ropson

Ropson, lnc.

282 Dortmouth Street

Boston 16, Mossochusetts

$42.00

6ose 221/2", combined shodes 14"

Brushed bross

Swivel ioinl, odiustoble heod.

tAM P

Kurt Versen lomps, lnc.

Englewood, New Jersey

$ r2.00

Boked enomel

colors, corol rod, desert gold,

dusk grey, soge green,

blueprint blue, lerro cotto
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dcrlgncr:

manutcctutart

prlcc:

rLe:

mclcrlolr!

COFFEE TABLE

Henry Robert Konn

Henry Roberl Konn

59 Eost 75th Srreet

New York 21, New York

$e8.50

24r wide,48' long, l4th' high

Top: selected hord mople,

lominoted construclion, lV4 o thick.
Legs, /z'diometer steel rod,
welded conslruclion.

Cleor locquer, bor-top finish;
block boked enomel legs.

fcsluioat Physicol solidity, mor resistonce,
visuol lightness.

C HAI R.

dcrlgncr: Alvin Lustig

msnuttctrr?a?! Poromount Furnifure Monufocluring Co.
8162 Melrose Avenue

los Angeles 46, Colifornio

prlcct $150.00 in muslin

materlolr3 Seot ond bock of moulded plywood
covered with foom rubber

ond upholstered in leother or fobric.
legs ore solid sfeel rod
in block or while locquer ond bross

or chrome ploted.

Designed os o reoding

ond conversolion choir,

it provides moximum support for the heod
ond ollows for o

voriely of sitting positions.

teolures!
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BVEBYDAY ARI tu the magazines

houses
Collaborative planning integrates medium'priced, tailor-made houses

i. "".* *Uaiiision in Massachusetts, arrd- demonstrates new ideas in
desien.-The Architects Collaborative. AF June
iooi"'a".i"r"d bv William A. Amenta shurs c,ostlv ornamentation

unJo.". materials for their own beautv. BH&G tulv
U;r;;i i"plrt hoo"" separates livine lunctions into divereent wines'

Architect: Huson Jackson. AF lulY
e. 

-"*friliti"" 
house at the illuseum oI l\{odern Art desiened bv

Gresory Ain. A&A Julv
d; S;rd;-ii;;;; d".ien"d and built lor Arts and Architecture' Archi'
tects: Charles Eames and Eero Saarinen' A&A lulv
A;;;";;i;;tlv pluntt"d house in PaIm Sprines with two rooms and

two pools. By Clark and Frev. H&G Aueust
,t'rfrloJ"o"'tout" fv Paul Thirv built Ior a water lovine Iamilv on

Lake Washineton. H&C Aueust
Casual U-shape house enclosing a patio with minimum lYaste space'

J. William Dobbratz. H&G Aueust
LilT;il;hoo." It ptu"n"d for sun, snow, and wind' Desiened bv
Joseph Esherick. H&G Aueust-Co*o""i i"n"t house in North Carolina keeps walking to a minimum'
Desiined bv Henrv Irven Gaines. BH&G Aueust
A"ffi;.;';";Minneapolis, bv Karl E. Humphrev' Jr', is planned for
comlort and outdoor l:ul'l., BH&G Aueust
e."trit""t Harold Bissner uses open planning and lew partitions to

make his own small house seem lateer. BII&G Aucust
C;;; h;r.; i" N"l" York is desiened around a lieht'6lled, elass'faced
*ate. well. Architect: Philip C. Johnson. AF Aueust
O"r"it tt""*, designed bv Clark and Frev' has pools inside and out'
AF Aueust
i".L. V. iitreibbon designs a hillside house in Tennessee lramed on

Ouonset ribs. AF Aueust
6""'rnlt".Li, in.ide and out, makes for unitv of design in a house bv

Willard Hall Francis. BH&G September
e 

--t"r*-,,*t"irring 
orlv 500 square feet of floor qnace is complete

i; ;il; l;J .letail. De"iened bv Robert Button. BII&G Sep'ember
i{u""f, ftoo." in New York State is in{ormal and easv to maintain' De'
siened by Harvev Stevenson' Il&G September
Sia-nd".,i industiial products are assembled to make an airv, spacious

house. Architect: Charles Eames. lF September
F"iit L, ti.*.sion oI the house desiened and built for Arts and' Archi'
iJ"r" t i Charles Eames and Eero Saarinen. AF September
A modern house constructed with traditional Pennsvlvanian artistrv'
Designed bv Louis I. Kahn. AF September

aparlmcna houses
The confines oI the site, and financial requirements result in innova'
ti;;- i";; apartment building in San Francisco. Architect: John G'
Kelly. AR lune
A;;;";;;.i building in Miami has laree awning-tvpe windows which
p"rrnii".o..t r"ntilation and protection trom sudden downpours' Robert
Law Weed and Associates, AR Iune
ii-fr, "r;ii-ent 

buildine in Los Aneeles is an attcmpt to eive the
r"n1.-J U"iialne the qualities of the individual home. Bv Richard J'
Neutra. AR September

remodellng
A California bunealow is converted into a contemporarv house bv
Alvne Whalen. H&G September

Remodeled dairy becomes a colorful suburban house. Architects:
R;-b;;; R. Rahman and John H. Lanelois; consultine architect: J. L'
Sert. AF tuly

lnterlors, furnlshlngs, aceessorles
Knock.down furniture that is easy on the eves and Purse, and also easv

to assemble. AH lulv
The Contemporary Domestic Interior: a varied group oI attempts to

solve some contemporarv problems in interior design. Introduction bv
Georee Nelson. Examples: Frank Llovd Wrieht, Luiei Figini' Le Cor'
[".i"r, W"tt". Boeuir, Twitchell and Rudolph, Seree Chermaveff'
Wttttil L"*caz", Edwaid D. Stone Associates, Nims Inc., 

-Georee 
Nel-

.o.l et"hit""i. Associated, Richard Neutra, Alexander Girard, Paul

Laszlo, Oscar Stonorov. Int tulY
D""o.rto. C"otge Wiseman uses an all'green color scheme, in several

.ma"i to give continuitv and pleasing varietv to a Calilornia home'

BH&G Aueust
Unfinished furniture saves monev, BH&G September
A portfolio of kitchens. Liu September

forelgn
Two houses at Chichester. Architects: Powell and Mova' AReu lune
ilats at Rio de Janeiro. Architect: Lucio Costa. AReu Aueust
il"t. ln Copenhagen are staggered in such a lyav that everv apartment
frr" "" oo"n view' Desiened bv Arne Jacobsen. AReu Aucust

equlpment
Tests on {ourteen l2'inch TV sets, CRep tulv
Tests on washing machines. CRep Julv
Craltsmanship in kitchen warc. A&l Ausust
Tests on elothes drYers. CR Aueust
Sixteen 1950 refriserators. CR September

mlsoellaneous
Vertical labric blinds' BH&G lulY
i;;;;;;;;t s1".. fro. the exhibition arransed bv the Metropolitan
Museum of Art. Ziu Seqtembd
ih" .;;.;;' ?;"* *t i"t Fhilip John.on derived the ideas lor his elass

fior." "t 
New Canaan, Connecticut, ARea September

artleles
An article on the eftect oI new machines on textile design, by Ernest

W. Goodale. A&I tulY
i;r C;; O;Ait-Matt"rpi"ces at Down'to'Esrth Prices' An article on

r-epioduction and where to buv them. BH&G lulv
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