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BACK IN 1941 THE WALKER ART CENTER built an
“Idea House” on the museum grounds: a small modern
house incorporating many ideas that could be applied to any
new home. The house was visited by more than 50,000 per-
sons during the exhibition period.

Now the Art Center is doing it again. Idea House 11 is under
construction and will open to the public in the late summer
of this year. The Northwestern National Bank is sponsoring
the house as an educational project of its Home Institute.

Idea House II will embody principles of sound modern plan-
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standard building practice, with contemporary living prob-
lems, and with the attainment of spaciousness within a
limited area.

Idea House II illustrates four basic means by which a given
area can be expanded for usability without actual enlarge-
ment. They are: the “4-in-1” living area, the bed-sitting
room, the children’s apartment, and the compartmentalized
bath. The house is far from extravagant; it does demon-
strate a new minimum for adequate family-of-four living.

Idea House II is not a minimum house economically speak-
ing. It is not intended to be. We contend that there can be no
true minimum house until factory-fabricated modular build-
ing units or complete prefabricated houses are readily avail-
able. The houses that are built today as minimum houses
(800 square feet or less) are not minimum in cost and are
sub-minimum in living standards.

In the planning, gadgets were avoided. A modern house is
not defined by expensive gadgetry. It is defined by the in-
telligent analysis of living problems and by the logical
interpretation of these problems through space arrangement.

The winter issue of EVERYDAY ART QUARTERLY will

carry the complete picture story of Idea House II.
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SECTTONAL
FURNITURE
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What is sectional or unit furniture?

The terms sectional or unit furniture have
been used loosely with varying meanings.
Under the label of “sectional” we find com-
plete chests or cases which are related in
height, depth, and width, and which can be
placed side by side, on top of each other, or
be used individually. This type of related
storage piece has been popular ever since
the first modern furniture appeared on the
market more than twenty years ago.

A much more radical departure from con-
ventional furniture design are those units
which in themselves are not complete, but
which may be assembled in many different
ways into pieces of almost any desired size.
The earliest example of this type is an item
that has become standard office equip-
ment: the Globe-Wernicke bookcase, first
developed in the 1880’s. Bases, tops, fronts,
shelves, and other parts are sold separately
and combine into bookcases. The most re-
cent development along similar lines is

Mengel “Module.”

The sectional idea has been applied to
seating as well. Sofa units are available
in straight and curved sections, with and
without arms, from which seating arrange-
ments of any length and shape can be
assembled.

What are the advantages of
sectional furniture?

FLEXIBILITY: For the consumer, the ad-
vantage lies mostly in the ease with which
this type of furniture can be adapted to
different needs and changing space condi-
tions. As more books are acquired, more
sections can be added to a basic bookcase;
as possessions grow, furniture can grow
along; nothing needs to be discarded. For
those persons who move about in rented
quarters, there is the additional conven-
ience of being able to rearrange units to
fit wall spaces in a new home.

For the retailer, there is an advantage in
being able to satisfy the needs of many
different customers from a stock of only
a few basic sections.

SPACE SAVING: Traditional chests and
dressers look very bad when placed too
close to each other; therefore, a separate
wall area is needed for each storage piece.
" But there are few bedrooms that have that
much room, in addition to the space needed
for beds. When unit furniture is used, all
storage needs can be concentrated on one,-
or at most, two walls; the room looks
larger, less cluttered. Space saving furni-
ture groupings can be worked out for
living or dining rooms as well.

APPEARANCE: When cabinets are
grouped together rather than scattered
about the four walls, a restful, orderly ap-
pearance is the result. Architectural, built-
in effects can be obtained with mobile
furniture in this way.






















































