
sectional turniture - page 4

good, design is your business - page 5

from, northern europe - page 9

A GUIIDD TO rYBLL DBSIGNBD PBOIDUCTS
DYBBYDAYABT QUABTBBLY

Sfi}r-llBlt ls47
20r.NO..4

W'ALI(DR AIIT OBNTBB a DTIlTNBAPOLTS

.dAi.'

i,,*
F=

:=
t'

.*%



Boao IN 1941 THE *ALKER ART .ENTER built ant'Idea House" on the museum grounds: a small modern
house incorporating many ideas that could be applied to any
new home. The house was visited by more than 50,000 per-
sons during the exhibition period.

Now the Art Center is doing it again. Idea House II is under
construction and will open to the public in the late summer
of this year. The Northwestern National Bank is sponsoring
the house as an educational project of its Home Institute.

Idea House II will embody principles of sound modern plan-

illlliliumrlll[]lll Itrl lllll
standard building practice, with contemporary living prob-
Iems, and with the attainment of spaciousness within a
limited area.

Idea House II illustrates four basic means by which a given
area can be erpanded for usability without actual enlarge-
rnent. They are: the "A-in-L" living arga, tlre bed-sitting
room, the children's apartment, and the compartmentalizecl
bath. The house is far from extravagant; it does demon-
strate a zeao minimum for adequate family-of-four living.

Idea House II is not a minimum house economically speak-
ing. It is not intended to be. We contend that there can be no
true minimum house until factory-fabricated modular build.
ing units or complete prefabricated houses are readily avail-
able. The houses that are built today as minimum houses
(800 square feet or less) are not minimum in cost and are
sub-minimum in living standards.

In the planning, gadgets were avoided. A modern house is
not defined by expensive gadgetry. It is defined by the in-
telligent analysis of living problems and by the logical
interpretation of these problems through space arrangement.

The winter issue of EVERYDAY ART QUARTERLy will
carry the complete picture story of Idea House II.
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The obiective of the Center is to give men, women ond children on opportunity
lo know, enioy ond use the orts - to clorify the relotionship of oll orl to our
modern lives 

- to be useful by reporting, exploining, teoching lhe volue of ort
to those who need or wont this knowledge 

- to shore with the schools ond
librories in broodening the culturol opportunities in Americo.

THE WALKER ART CENIER
is o progressive

museum of the orts.
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What is sectional or unit furniture?
The terms sectional or unit furniture have
been used loosely with varying meanings.
Under the label oi "sectional" we find com-
plete chests or cases which are related in
height, depth, and width, and which can be
placed side by side, on top o{ each other, or
be used individually. This type of related
storage piece has been popular ever since
the first modern furniture appeared on the
market more than twenty years ago.

A much more radical departure from con-
ventional furniture design are those units
which in themselves are not complete, but
which may be assembled in many different
ways into pieces of almost any desired size.
The earliest example of this type is an item
that has become standard office equip-
ment: the Globe-Wernicke bookcase, first
developed in the 1880's. Bases, tops, fronts,
shelves, arrd other parts are sold separately
and combine into bookcases. The most re-
cent development along similar lines is
Mengel "Module."

The sectional idea has been applied to
seating as well. Sofa units are available
in straight and curved sections, with and
without arms, from which seating arrange-
ments of any length and shape can be
assembled.

What are the advantages of
sectional furniture ?

FLEXIBILITY: For the consumer, the aC-
vantage lies rnostly in the ease with which
this type of furniture can be adapted to
different needs and changing space condi-
tions. As more books are acquired, more
sections can be added to a basic bookcase;
as possessions grow, furniture can grow
along; nothing needs to be discarded. For
those persons who move about in rented
guarters, there is the additional conven-
ience of being able to rearrange units to
fit wall spaces in a new home.

For the retailer, there is an advantage in
being able to satisfy the needs of many
diflerent customers from a stock of only
a few basic sections.

SPACE SAVING: Traditional chests and
dressers look very bad when placed too
close to each other; therefore, a separate
wall area is needed for each storage piece.

'But there are few bedrooms that havi that
much room, in addition to the space needed
for beds. When unit furniture is used, all
storage needs can be concentrated on one,
or at most, two walls; the room looks
larger, less cluttered. Space saving {urni-
ture groupings can be worked out for
living or dining rooms as well.

APPEARANCE: When cabinets are
grouped together rather than seattered
about the four walls, a restful, orderly ap-
pearance is the result. Architectural, built.
in effects can be obtained with mobile
furniture in this way.

I
see next poge photo, Hedrich-Blessing
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SECTIONAI FURNITURE conrinued:

5

photo: Ezro Stoller 4

4.5.6.

Photogrophs on poges I to 4 from o recent exhibition
in the Everydoy Art Gollery of the Wolker Art Center

pqge l:
2. Two ossemblies of MENGEL MODULE units designed

by MORRIS SANDERS. Ports ore mode of resin-glued
mohogony, mitre-joined, ond exoct in dimensions.
Sizes ore bosed on o six-inch module. The sides of
oll coses ore bored with equolly spoced holes which
serve os bolting points Ior ossembling the units. A
speciolly designed metol connector is used for lhis
purpose. Holes not needed ore closed by meons of
smoll plostic plugs which moke interesting decorotive
spots. A coin is the only tool needed to tighten the
conneclors.

Legs, boses, ond seporotors con be combined with
cose units to ochieve olmosl ony slondord furniture
purpose os well os enlirely new ones. Coses con rest
upon one onother, stond next to eoch other, con be
contilevered, hung from woll, ceiling, or other pieces.
Eoch cose con be fitled with drowers of vorious sizes,
or with shelves; it con hove doors or be le{t open.
The system ochieves complete flexibility beyond ony
other type of furniture ovoiloble up lo now. Becouse
of corefully studied dimensions, oll combinotions ore
ogreeoble in oppeoronce. The plocemenl of pulls in
lhe center of eoch door mokes these difiicuh to open.
This is the only feoture of the design thot is somewhot
orbitrory ond which, we hope, will be corrected.
Prices ronge from $5 for o smoll bose to $60 for o
cose unit with two doors ond inside shelf.

this poge:
A complete line of modern furniture hos been produced
recently by the HERMAN MILLER FURNITURE COM-
PANY. The designer is GEORGE NELSON. Some of
the seclionol units included in the line ore shown here.
Coses ore mode in two heights,24 ond 34 inches;
three lengths, 24, 34, ond 40 inches; ond two depths,
l2 ond l8 inches- Doors ond drowers hove been
reduced to o few slondord sizes which fit into o voriety
of coses.

Cose heights were so dimensioned thot the lowest units
plus o low bose totol 291/2 inches; they con be lined
up with stondord-height desks or tobles. Depth of
coses wos determined by the size of o mon's shirt os it
comes from the loundry. The ossumption here wos thot
if o mon's shirt will fit into o drower, so will onything
e lse.
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pOge 2 continued:

Three wood ffnishes ore ovoiloble: light Primovero,
nolurol wolnut, ond ebonized. Any one of these con
be combined wilh cose fronts locquered red, gun melol,
or green. There ore two kinds of boses: o short wood
leg, or o slot bench. The bench con be used in o
voriety of woys: for seoting, os o toble, or o plont
stond.

Prices ronge from $46 for o four foot bench, to $140
for the cose unit with doors ond drowers.

The coffee toble is on experiment with onother opprooch
to the sectionol ideo. ll is mode in lwo sections thol
fit together olong o free curve. Pictures ,1, 5, 6 show
the toble in three different positions. Eoch section, $68.

this poge:
7. CONANT-BAIL units, desisned by LESLIE DIAMOND,

wcre lenl lor the exhibition by The Doyton Compony.
They ore mode of solid birch finished in o worm honey
color. There is no exposed $ordwore; doors ond
drowers ore opened by meons: of conceolcd groovcs.
One drower front of the toll chest is hinged ond
becomes o desk top when low€icd. The cupboord is
fitted with dividers to hold record olbums.

Coses vory in length but ore of equol depth: l8 inches.
For bookcoses, this depth does not oppcor to be very
procticol, however; the efficiency of o shollower cose
hos been socriliced here for the soke of uni{orm
oPPeoronce.

Eookcoses, $47.50; cupboord, $59.50, dresser, 17,(.50;
chest-desk, $l I0.

see ncxt pog!
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SECIIONAI FURNITURE continued:

l0

pqge 3 conlinued:

8. Three units from the extensive line designed by EDWARD
WORMLEY for the DUNBAR FURNITURE COMPANY.
These pieces ore oulstonding for their fine detoiling, ex-

cellent cro{tsmqnship, ond beoutiful finish. The wood is

noturol mohogony. Sliding doors ore mode o{ oluminum
rods interwoven with thin mohogony strips. Drowers ore
divided for silverwore. A noteworthy feoture ore the
odiustoble legs which toke core o{ unevenness in floors'
Left to right, $294; $169; $204.

The choirs ore port of the CONANT-BALL line shown

in picture 7, They con be used seporolely or orronged
os o bench. $35 eoch. Floor lomp by KURT VERSEN'

this poge:
9. An extremely comfortoble DREXEL choir, olso designed

by EDWARD WORMIEY, is mode o{ birch ond hos foom
rubber cushions with zipped-on covers. Severol of these

choirs in o row con be used os o sofo. They ore not
yet ovoiloble.

10. Unfinished pine plywood cubes, meosuring I5 inches in

every dimension, ore useful for storing records. HOME
FURNITURE COMPANY is the monufocturer' Four of
lhese building-block unils combine into o coftee toble;
three moke on end loble; ony number con be orronged
olong o woll. $7.95 eoch; boses, $1.

On the woll, somple ponels of vorious finishes for pine,
ochieved with moteriols by FORMAN-FORD & CO.

11. CHARLES EAMES' new units ore nol yet ovoiloble but
will be produced shortly by the EVANS PRODUCTS

COMPANY. They ore noteworthy for their dovetoiled

ioints olong the edges ond for exlremely thin plywood

sliding doors strengthened by molded roised circulor
impressions.

on the cover3
Two low cobinets from the HERMAN MILLER line ore

ioined by o smoll vonity unit suspended between. A
fluorescent tube lights up when the lid is opened.

photo, Ezro Sloller a
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GOOD DDSIGIT IS YOUB BUSTITBSS
an exhlbition of well designed useful obteets
at the Albrigfht Art Gallery, Buffalo, New york

A complete kitchen wos set up in the exhibition. Steel cobinels designed
by Roymond Loewy Associotes for Americon Centrol Division, The Avio-
tion Corporotion; ron9e, refrigerotor ond deep lreezer by Russel Au-
Werter {or Norge Division, Borg-Worner Corporotion.

photogrophs on poges 5 ond 6 by Fredrick New

)
ln conneclion with ils well selected
ond well instolled exhibition of
producls currently ovoiloble on the
morket, the Albright Ari Gollery
hos published o 98-poge mono-
groph, omply illustroted. We
quote here o few significoni pos-
soges from A CONSUMER LOOKS
FOR GOOD DESIGNS by Chorles
P. Porkhurst, Jr., which pre{oces
the picture index in the mono-
groph. The book olso contoins or-
ticles by Wolter Dorwin Teogue,
Richord Morsh Bennett, ond Ed-
word S. Evons, Jr, The exhibition
wos designed by C. Coggesholl
ond ossembled by Chorles Pork-
hurst.

on the covers
TROUT AND LEWIS,

Egg conloiner. Choice of plostics
here provides o lronsporenl, soni-
tory, odorproof ond colorful con-
toiner, surmounting oll obiections
lo the ordinory pqper box. $1.00-

". . . . Those good designs which survived
this final selection reflect contemporary
preferences in line and form, are shaped
with a clear knowledge of, and concern
for, the market for which they are in-
tended, show familiarity with the materials
and processes of manufacture, respect the
creative work of the designer, and are
governed by the principle that form and
appearance must be appropriate to func-
tion and use. Although good design need
not have applied ornaments, there is no
objection to their judicious use as ac-
cents, if this enhances the form or color or
other component of the design. But if the
ornament dominates rather than accents,
then the design fails. In particular the
three current fetishes oI chromium, rectili-
near patterns and repeated parallel lines
plague any search for good designs and
destroy the unified aspect of many other-
wise handsome produ;ts."

"You may not, find ln th" Index a well-
designed article of the variety you seek
and at the price you can or r,yish to pay.
IJ there is nothing that satisfies you on
these counts, theri at Ieast your ;ensual
perception can possibly be sharpened and
your intellectual apprehensions aftuned by
a study through the Index of what is re-

quired from a design standpoint in the
type of -object you want. One can't go far
a-stray that way. There are many objects
that_just miss being well-designed and yet
are by no means poorly designed. To-be
sure, most of these near misses are in the
realrns. where tradition dogs us least, in'
the kitchen, garden, and gaiage. By exer-
cising careful design judgment in buying,
we consumers should be able to effect i
gradual incr-ease in the number of good
designs available. For this reason, [ood
design is our business."

a

"Take care that you do not run up the
blind alley of 'styling', mistaking ii for
design. For a number of reasons many
products are superficially contemporary i;
aspect. Furniture suffers most from tJris
fault;- much of the widely advertised .mod-

ern' furniture is an impertinent combina-
tion of straight lines, 

-rectilinear 
forms,

unwieldy masses and eccentric handles.
_Such lurniture is a plague in our land.
Let's throttle it here 

- 
an"d now. In other

i n sta_n-ce-s'styling' super imposes new curves
on old forms, the old forms expressive of
nothing-in-particular and the ,i"w 

",rrr*.simply -'streamlines' stolen from aerody-
narnic forms."

A room orrongement from onother port of the exhibition shows Mengel Modute units;
Knoll, Eomes, ond Arlek-Poscoe choirs; Emerson rodios; Nessen Studio lomps, Eomes folding
screen.
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Obiects from the exhibition GOOD DESIGN lS YOUR BUSINESS; descriptions quoted from the monogroph.

ANONYMOUS for Revere Copper ond Bross,
I nc.
Cooking ulensils. Copper bottoms, offording o
more efficient distribution of heot controst
pleosingly in color with the stoinless steel
sides ol these utensils. Block plostic hondles
occentuote the gleoming metol ond coll otten-
tion to the gently curving surfoces in which
lhey ore reflected. $4.60 to $9.25.

ANONYMOUS for The W. S. George Pottery
Compony.
Dinnerwore. This light eorthenwore is unusuol
in shope ond profile, with simple ond utili-
torion lids ond hondles. 5l-piece mono-
grommed set, $27.50.

GEORGE SCHARFENBERG for Sunbeom Corp.
Eleclric woftle iron. Respecting the shope of
lhe lorge squore woffles produced by this
boker, the designer hos orgonized his bright
Iorms oround the woftle's new proporlions,
ovoiding excrescences of ornoment which
would detrocl from the simple elegonce thus
ochieved ond lrom the purposefulness of the
four block hondles. $21.50.

EWALD HOLTKAMP for Wood-Lines,
I nc.
Mogozine rock, Direct opplicotion of
plywood bending to on old problem;
the dowels not only define the plones of
the sides os esioblished by the plywood
bul olso moke on interesting pottern in
themselves. $9.50.

EGMONT ARENS for The Greot Atlontic
ond Pocific Teo Compony.
Coffee bogs. A uni{orm trio skill{ully
difterenlioled ond ot the some time re-
loted by o color hormony of red, yellow,
ond dork brown- The distinctive block
lettering stonds ogoinst o coffee-ond-
creom ponel which togelher with the
dot molif, Iurther unites the group.

PITT PETRI lor Pitt Petri.
Deconler; old-foshioned ond highboll
glosses. The deconler is o noturol
gloss solution to the problems of con-
toining ond pouring liquids. By lhe
groduotion of woll lhicknesses the in-
ner shope echoes the outer, forming
o heovy bose lo prevenl lipping. The

circulor lip not only serves to pour but
it olso provides o firm grip beneoth it.
$7.50. The glosses ore eosy to hold
ond stock owoy neotly. $,l.00. O

RAYMOND LOEWY ASSOCIATES for Emerson
Rodio ond Phonogroph Corporotion.
Portoble rodio. Exercising his chorocteristic
floir for creoling striking potlerns of color
oreos, Mr. Loewy hos mode the most of the
three components ofrered him-control ponel,
cobinet, ond sound outlet, ploying one visuol
texture ogoinsl onolher to the delight of our
eye ond lhe opprobotion of our logicol judg-
ments. $53.00.

DESIGN STAFF lor Americon
Blower Corporotion.
Ventiloting fon. Out of o
simple white plostic grill ond
motor, designers hove cre.
oted o beoutifully propor-
tioned pottern o{ voids ond
solids, with lines ond texture
lhot ore most solisfying to
the eye ond eosy to cleon.
$13.7s.

SAM BLOOMFIELD lor Swol-
low Airplone Compony.
Disposol unit. This pleosing
deporlure in shope from the
usuol cylindricol poil wos
developed out ol o desire
to conceol ond protect the
working mechonism, focili-
lote cleoning ond provide o
tightly fitting lid over the
oluminum inner receptocle.
The decorotive horizontol
flulings strengthen the metol
wolls. $6.95.

CHARLES CRUZE for lhe
George S. Thompson Corp,
Pepper mill. The grinder-
borrel of this mill is de-
signed in the simple ond
stroightforword m o n n er
chorocleristic of contempo-
rory preferences. The hord-
wood cose ond lustrous
melol top complement one
onolher in color ond texlure.
$4.95.
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Welcoming back imports from Sweden, Denmark and Finland has
been a very recent pleasure. Although the selection is still small,
the quality is high, and one can see,that time and thought has
been put into each article. The careful workmanship that his been
customa_rily- associated with these countries is ever piesent. Sweden,
especially, has long recognized the fact that high [uality of crafts-
manship and appearance in products for eveiyday usL can only
be achieved through the intimate cooperation of designer and
manufacturer.
In the new furniture one can detect again the original concept of
what has become known the world ovir as "swedish Moderi," a
term- often- misa-pplied to_ p-seudo-modern furniture made of light
woo-d which_ in design and detail does not live up to the standaids
set by the Swedish prototypes.
The glassware is as sparkling as we remembered it, ranging from
the tissue thin to heavy, solid looking bowls and vase-s. 

"Along

with colorless pieces there are examplei of delicately tinted glassl
Pottery is predominantly blue in color, with simpie decoraiions
reminiscent of Scandinavian folk art. Fabrics are moitly light cotton
materials printed in small designs or pencil thin stripes in refresh-
ingly clear colors.
Most of the furnishings sh,ow! are not luxury items. They are
indicative o_f the high standard of medium-priced products which
are available to the person of moderate rneans in the Northern
European countries.

see nexl poge
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FROM NORTHERN EUROPE continued:

Photogrophs on poges 7,8 ond 9 ore from o recent ex'
hibition in the Everydoy Art Gollery of the Wolker Art
Center.
Abbreviotions, des. designer

mlr. monufocturer
rel. retqiler
imp. importer

Complete nomes ond oddresses ore Iisted on poge 16.

Teo cort of birch finished with cleor locquer;
lominoted frome; white, rubber-edged wheels; block
hondle. $73.50. des. Alvor Aolto; imp. Finsven.

Solori eosy choir hos leother strop orms, pivoted bock.
Covered with Astrid Sompe cotton. This extroordinory
choir is completely demounloble; stretchers fil
into hollow legs for pocking. A fine exomple of
precision croftsmonship. $39.
des. Svedberg; mfr. Nordisko Komponiet; imp. Knoll.

Hond-corved wooden dishes ond coiled strow bosket;

olso from Knoll.

2. Heovy Swedish gloss vose hos lorge circulor
depressions thot breok the sur{oce ond odd sporkle.
mfr. Stromberghytton; ret. Jocobs.

3. Fir chest, finished in cleor locquer, hos odiustoble
sliding troy shelves. lt is one of the most
beoutifully mode pieces o{ {urniture seen in

o long while. $108.
des. Svedberg; mfr. Nordisko Komponiet; imp. Knoll

Bross toble lomp with tronslucent white gloss shode,
bross copped; white enomeled metol shoft. $29.
mfr. Bohlmorks; rel. Chos. Anderson.

Cotlon fobrics; white bockground with smoll printed
designs. Cleor, delicote blues, browns, red-ond-groy,
or green-ond-groy. des. Astrid Sompe; imp. Knoll.

54
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4. Bowls, voses ond pitcher; white pottery wilh o thin
cleor blue gloze. The incised designs use

conventionol motifs in o bold ond free monner.
des. Ingrid Atterberg; mfr. Ekeby Verkstod;
imp. Higgins.

5. Bergh Krisloll stemwore ond pitcher; thin, ringing
glosswore of exceptionol quolity.
mfr. Kosto; ret. Alex Anderson.

6. Bross woll flxture, perforoted ot the edge, ollowing
Iight to escope. $.l8.50.
mfr. Bohlmorks; ref. Chos. Anderson.

7. Lominoted choir, mode of beech, wilh bright red
webbing. A light, groceful, ond comfortoble choir,
extremely strong in spite of its delicote oppeoronce.
des. Bruno Mothsson; imp. Knoll.

8. Exlension dining toble in noturol fir. The wood is

heovily groined, honey colored. $112.50. Dining
choirs upholstered in deep blue, hove solid legs,
lominoted slretchers, ore completely demountoble;
ports ore screwed together. $22.50 eoch.
des. Svedborg; mfr. Nordisko Komponiet; imp. Knoll-

On the toble, dork blue Donish pottery with white
decorotions. Pilcher, $3.75; bowl, $4.
mfr. Lindelse; imp. Brodegoord; ret. Herrick.

Floor lomp of dork wood wilh molded legs. The shode
is covered with o shirred cotton fobric drown tightly
oround the reflector bowl. $43.50. imp. Knoll.

9. Blott-Bond chino dinnerwore; pole blue with
decorotions in shodes of o deeper blue.
des. Percy; mfr. Gefle Porslinfobrik; imp. Higgins.

on lhe cover3
Boltles ond compote of very heovy gloss. The finely
modeled shopes cotch the light ond give extro richness
ond brillionce to these pieces. mfr. Kosto; ret. Jocobs.
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PNODIOT RBYIBIV manufaclurers and designers are invited to
submil new producls lo this deparlment

POTTERY

nome: Town ond Country Wore

designer: Evo Zeisel

mqnufocluret: The Red Wing Potteries

price: From 40c for the smollest plote to $3 for o

lorge covered cosserole.

colors: White, sond, corol, rusl, blue, chortreuse,

block metollic. Sets ore sold oll in one color

or in 23 color combinotions of from two

to five colors per set. Eoch multi-color

sel conloins white os the bosic color.

feoluresr All plotes ore coupe shoped: one side is

somewhot higher thon the other. Bowls ore

tilted olso. Pitchers ond cosseroles hove

unusuol hondles, well shoped to fit the hond.

Mony items hove o double use, such os

the ovol serving dishes which con become

relish, fruit, or nul bowls, or even osh lroys.

lmoginotive, freely modeled forms

predominole, which deviote greotly from the

conventionol shopes of dinnerwore.

Shown on this poge ore three sizes o{ ovol

bowls; oil ond vinegor bottles; o lorge

covered cosserole ond its individuol

counterport, lhe "mormite". Other pieces

oppeor in the pictures on poges I to 4.

Pholos by lock Pitkin
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"ldeo House il

Designed and btilt by \ZALKER ART CENTER.

) spouored by Nortbutestern Banh, as d proiect ol rHE H\ME INSTITUTE.
A worthy successor ro the 6ist \(alker Arr Center Idea House

is going up on rhe Iflarxrn Anr CrNrrn grounds. It will be
ready for public inspection late this summer.

Northwestern Bank is sponsoring this new Iora Houss as
an activity of its Hor.rr lNstrrutr. progress photographs, drawings

and a scale model of the home, will be on display
at the Hour INsrlruru.

You are cordially invited to see these displays.

lte llcnrc hrrtltnte
19 Scuth tlxth ttrrot @

Natlonol Bonk ol illnncopoflr
Member Federal Delosit Intr.rancc Corporation

a4,E6)

ffi
!; J:: T:-

i-l;::.i ;
w



BVBBYIDAY AB,T in the magazines

SMAII MODERN HOUSES

"Two Ex-Marines Put an Ideal to Work . . . and Build a $4,500
House." AH March
Small California house by Benton Urmston. AH lune
A one-room house by John W' Delonge. AH lune
Quonset house by Campbell & Wong. AF April
Beach house by Griswold Raetze. A&A March
Small house by Whitney Smith. A&A March
Guest house by Bissner & Zook. A&A April
"We Built It" . . . a cottage Ior less than $1,0{)0- BH&G Mq
"A Good Way to Acquire a Home - anno 1947." HB March
"stopgap House for Up-and'coming Co:upl'es."-HB March
"His daiaee Houses ]Iore Than a Car." HB March
"A Hout""Ttut Can Grow" . .. prize winning designs by Harvard
architectural students. H&C March
Small California house by Spaulding & Rex. H&G March
Vashington summer houie by John T. Jacobsen- AH Morch

Abbreviations:
AH : AMERICAN HOME, 444 Mad'ison Aoe., New York, N' Y'

AF: ARCHITECTURAL FORUM, 350 Filth Aue., New York,
il. r.

AN: ART NEWS, 136 E. 57, New York, N. Y.

A&A: ARTS & ARCHITECTLTRE, 3305 Wilshire Blud'., Los
Anseles, Colil.

BH&G: BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 7774 Locust, Des

Moines, la.

CRep: CONSUMER REPORTS, 17 (Jnion Square, New York,
N. Y.

CR: CONSaMERS' RESEARCH, Wasktngton, N, J'

CH: CRAFT HORIZONS, 4BS Mailison Aue., New York, N' Y '

DES: DESIGN, 131 E. State, Columbus, O.

HB: HOUSE BEAUTIFUL,572 Madison Aue., Neu 1'ork, N' Y'

HG: HOUSE AND GARDEN, 420 Lexington Aue.. Neu York,
N. Y,

INT: INTERIO,RS, ll E. 44, Neu' York, N. Y,

MoA: MAGAZINE OF ART, Btr Bld,g., Washinston, D. C.

PA: PROGRESSTI/1. -4RCHITECTURE, 330 W. 42, New Yttrk,
,ry. l'.

HOUSING:FI

"The Indusiiialized House" Kaiser & Burns' prefabricated
hotses. AF Mwch
"The Bright New Hope of the Building- Business-:--Industrialized
Housing"-. . . a l6-pagi survey of Kaiser housing. HB April
1200 pllwood houses in Chicago by Perkins &Ylill. AF April

STORAGE
"Extra Storage Space.o' BH&G Muy
"Not Just Closets But Live Storage." H&G March
"Packaged Strage Elements in General Panel Corporation's Pre-
fabricated System." INT April

MECIIANICAL EQUIPMENT
"Buying and Caring for Refrigeratorc." AH March
Washing machines. CRep Feb.; CR March
Pressure cookers. CRep Feb.
Electric toesters. CRep March; CR April
Electric {ood mixers. CRep April
Electric f.ans. CR April
Report on 11 vacuum cleaners. CR March
"Judge Your Present Kitchen by 7947 Standards." HB A-pril
"What You Oought to Know Before You Buy Your First Freezer.'o
HB May
Fisher and Scott Radios. CRep Apil
Radios; radio-phonographs; iecoid players; record changers' CR
March, May
"Good Lighting Plays Many Roles." HB April

FURNITURE
George Nelson's new Herman Nliller furniture. AF May; INT May
Summer Furniture, 1947. AN May
Furniture by Knoll Associates. A&A I'eb.
Kitchen step stools. CR April
"Available Now: the Best Furniture in Years." INT March
"Without a Rhumba" a modern Cuban style is developing.
INT April

MISCELI,ANEOUS HOME FURNISHINGS

New lamos. INT March
"American Designed Wallpapers" by Dorothy Grafly. DES ApriJ
New china by Russel Wright. A&A April

MODER\ HOUSES

Massachusetts house by Hugh Stubbins,lr. AH March; PA March
Pennsylvania house by Robert F. Bishop. AH March
New Ensland house by E.liot F. Noyes. AF March
New Yoik hillside house by Jackson & Callender. AF March
New England house by Carl Koch. H&G Mav; PA April
lllinois [ouse by William F. Deknatel. AF March
Chicago suburhan house by Schweikher,& Elting. AF May
Califoinia house by Richard Pfleger. AH May
Hilltop house ani small apartments in California by Gardner
Dailey. AF March
Case 

-Study 
house No. 16 by Rodney Walker' A&A February

House bv Richard Neutra. A&A March
Residence and ofiice by A. Quincy Jones. A&A March
Thred-Ievel California house by Mayhew & Chermayefi. H&G May
House in California by Anshen & Allen. PA Aprtt
Washington house by John R. Sproule. AH March

'"They iive on a Lai<e Front"... house in Oregon by Van Evera
Bailey. BH&G Apil

TEXTILES
Silk Prints, 1947. AN lan.
Drapery Fabrics, lW. AN March
"Textuies".. . prize-winning designs from Museum of tr(odern Art
Printed Textiles Competition. A&A April
"Come the New Fabrics." INT March
"Dorothy Liebes, Desigrrer for Mass Production" by Elizabeth
McCausland. MoA April
National Competition Winners. CH May

CRAFTS
Potterv bv Marsuerite Wildenhain. A&A March
"Making ie*"lr-y for Today" by Philip Morton. DEQ,lpril
"Louise?atteson Acheson, Enamelist cum laude." CH May

ARTICI,ES
Houses U.S.A. part II: Revivals and Electicism. AF Morch
Houses U.S.A. part III: Modern Approach' AF May
Tenancv Studv for Case Study House No. l].. A&A March
"How to Paini" (walls, floors, furniturel . BH&G May
"The Shape of Things" by Eliot F. Noyes; the first-in a series o{
articles discussing t[e appearance of products rated elsewhere in
each issue. CRep April
"should You Birild a House" by Pomerance and Breines. Cftep
Aoil
"Stock Plans Are Murder." HB McY
"Desisn for Visual Selectivitv" by Lonberg-Holm and Sutnar; part
2: Paitern. INT March. Pari 3: Elements and Patterns.lNT April
i'Th" Solu. House" analysis and research by F. W. Hutchinson'
PA May

t2



Inlroduci ng

Designs by

Shirle Ropson, Combddge
Morionne Strengell, Cronbrook

Angelo Testo, Chicogo
Sven Morkelius, Stockholm

Astrid Sompe, Stockholm
G. Stodler-Stolzl, Zurich

a

ArundellClorke, Agent
3 I 7z Eosr 65th Street

New York 21, N.Y.

SAcromento2-91I3

601 Modison Avenue
New York 22, N. Y.
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BOOI(S
THE HOUSE. A Summary of the Art and Science
of Domestic Architecture.
by Anthony Bertram. Illustrated by A. G. Wise.
Second Edition. Adam & Charles Black. London.
L945. ll4 pages. $2.50.

Mr. Bertram analyzes the house as shelter which has to
satisfy our needs for food, sleep, recreationn health and
cleanliness, and beauty. It is a book for the layman which
develops in a brief and concise manner the history and basic
principles of the art and science of domestic architecture,
considered functionally. The line drawings by Mr. Wise are
amusing and to the poirl

from Chapter I: WHAT IS A HOUSE?

"In 1923 LeCorbusier wrote that'a house is a ma-
chine for living in.' The phrase quickly became
famous-and infamous. Fanatics on both sides-
vandal modernists and infatuated ye olders---€n-
thusiastically belaboured their opponents with it:
but neither understood it. What does it mean ?

Does it mean, as so many horrified dear ladies
imagine-I speak from experience, having lectured
on the subject and heard questions-a metallic and
hygienic discomfort, sitting in a dentist's chair and
sleeping on an operating table? Aren't we, they
ask, to have anything homey, to be cosy and comfy
any more? They forget that a Rolls-Royce saloon
is not like the cab of a locomotive. Yet they're both
machines. Why, because the word machine is used,
should it be limited to the utilitarian or to some
robot of the modernist-romantic film director's
imagination? "Machine" means primarily a con-
trivance. That is the meaning Cicero gave to rza-
china: the Greek word from which it derives,
meant contrivance, But I am not pretending that
LeCorbusier meant no reference to the common
meaning of the word today. He certainly meant to
emphasize the utilitarian function of the house.
A beauti{ul car body with an inefficient engine is
an absurdity: so is a beautiful house which is not
a good contrivance for living in. Use comes first.
That is the meaning of the old doctrine which has
the new name of functionalism. Functionalism
means that architecture begins with use, but not

that it ends there. LeCorbusier, the greatest formu'
lator of this doctrine, says "architecture goes be-
yond needs." By this he means physical needs. I
prefer to include our desire for beauty among our
needs and say: "Architecture' while satisfying our
physical needs, must at the same linze s-atisfy our
.r""d of beauty. There must be no contradiction, no
sacrifice of the one for the other, no interference
of the one with the other. The house must not
suffer to be beautiful: nor must it depend for
beauty on being beautified, on- *applied" art: its
beauty must be of its flesh and bone, like human
beauty, and not a matter of tattooing. Fine feathers
don't make fine houses.

"Civilized man has a need, for comfort and beauty.
It is when this double need is forgotten that func'
tionalism is misinterpreted as a narrow materialist
doctrine. It is nothing of the sort. The famous
slogan of the Design and Industries Association,
Fiiness lor Purpose and Pleasantness in Use, in'
volves both ideis-convenience and beauty. Con'
venience and appropriate beauty, that is: how
would a house be pleasant to use that looked like a
public lavatory ? Or what fitness would we recog'
nirc in a public lavatory decorated in Elizabethan
style?

"Herbert Read has said, 'There is no art without
a certain degree of disinterestedness-a pre{erence
for form for its own sake, for its natural and
intuitive appeal. And art implies an intention to
produce an aesthetic effect.'

"It is because of this duality in the house-machine

-its service of physical and spiritual needs at the
same time-that I have used in my subtitle the two
words orl and science. But this duality is not pe-
culiar to the house-machine: it applies to the motor-
car, for example. The motor-car has a dual func-
tion-to transport us and to transport us pleas'
antly. It would be not a car at all if it did not fulfill
the first function: it would not be a satisfactory
car if it did not {ulfill the second. The good house
is a contrivance which shelters us and supplies
the mechanism for our lives pleasantly." '

DVDB,YDAY AR,T on exhibitlon
CALIFORNIA
Mills College, Oakland
Craft work by students, Aug. 12-15

COLORADO
Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center
IIth National Ceramics Exhibition,
June 19 - July 9

ILLINOIS
Art Institure of Chicago
Houses U.S.A., July l-2I

MINNESOTA
University of Minnesota Gallery,
Minneapolis
Ceramics, July 1 - Aug. 21
Houses U.S.A., Aug. 1-21

Walker Art Center, Minneapolis
Plastics in the Home, June 24 - Aug. 3
Idea House II (a full-size exhibition
house) opens about Sept. I

NEW JERSEY
Newark Museum
Newark in the Future, continues indefi-
nitely

NEW YORK
Albrisht Art Gallery, Buffalo
Modern Houses, Alug. 12-27

Museum of Modern Art, New York
Robert Maillart, Engineer, June 24'Oct'12
Two Cities, June 24 - Sept. 2l
WASHINGTON
Seattle Art Museum
Seattle Housing Authority photographs,
June5-July6
WISCONSIN
Milwaukee Art fnstitute
Industrial Design, July 1-30
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CHAS. A ANDERSON & CO.o

t.destgners...
distributors
importers...

KURT VERSEN lomps ond fixtures ovoiloble for immediote delivery

MINNEAPOLIS a ATLANTIC 1439

oooo aO

U RN ITU RE COMPANY
rHE HOME OF UNPAINIED FURNITURE
911-913 MARQUETTE AVENUE . MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINN.

Utility heodboords for beds include
bed frome on which ony stondord
size spring or mottress moy be set.
Send for cotolog of our full line of
better grode unpointed furniture.

aa
ooo

o
a
a
aooooo \
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ACCESSCRIES FCR THE A/CDERN HOME
AIDIDBESSDS
AMERICAN BLOWER CORP., Detroit, Mich' - -
iiitEilid;i,r cENr[AL-DIv., rHE AVIATIoN coRP', conners'

ville. Ind.
eiilx'eiloensoN & soN, 9r2 Nicollet, Minneapolis, \4iq'-.'Cfr"es.'e. eN-onnsou t Co., 1214 Niqollet'-]\{i.nneln-olis' Minn'

;'iNii;lit AHEN-s;480 iexingion--A'-e',-New York, N' Y'
ARTEK-PASCOE, 16 E.49, New York' N' I.' -
ii,tCRrD AtTERsnnc, "zb 

Upsala'Ekebv A'B-'.

iiij"ssifl eriv oil-TER,' "/o 
N oi ge Div', riorg-w arner corp'

SAM BLOOMFIELD, c/o Swallow Airplane Co'

BOHLMARKS, Stockholm, Sweden

il:i litddttieeno t io, izs Firth Ave', New York, N' Y'

CONANT-BALL CO., Gardner, Mass'.

Cffenfns CRUZE, 200S W. 7, Los Angeles, CaI'

THE DAYTON COMPANY, Minne-apolis' Minn'
LESLIE DIAMOND, c/o Conant-tsall Co'
onrTmrunNITU'RE Co., Drexel,-N. C. -
DUNBAR FURNITURE MFG' CO', Berne' rnd'

CHARLES EAMES, c/o Evans Products ^Co' -Ei,IEii5ofr Rlio-lo d pn-oll-ocnein coRP', lrt Eighth Ave''

New York, N. Y.
rvertis piltinucts co., 901 Washington Blvd', Venice' Cal'

FINSVEN. 925 Madison Ave', New York, N' -Y' - -.
i'tiitrilit'ro-nii I ab., 111's. 2, Minneapolis, Minn'

GEFLE PORSLINFABRIK. Gavle, Sweden

ir;'s:6Edi-Ct itrrsnv co., East Palestine, o'

RUTH HERRICK,4t S. 9, MinnelPolis,.Min":, -,
JONATHAN HIGGINS' 15 E-26' N-ew York' N' r'
-pVelO 

HOLTKAI\IP. c/o Wood'Lines, Inc'-.

fi tili u"rtjnlliiunE bo., si t Marqueite, Minneapolis' Minn'

S. JACOBS CO., 811 Nicollet, Minneapolis' Minn'

KNOLL ASSOCIATES, 601 Madison Ave'' New York' N' Y'

RAYMOND LOEWY ASSOCIATES, 580 Fifth Ave'' New York'- tl. V.
tfft UmlCfL CO., Louisville, KY.
irEfrDiAN MILr,ld runuttunE co., Zeeland, Mich'

GEORGE NELSON, Fortune ![ag''-!50- Fi-f-t\Ave' New York' N' Y'
NESSEI{ STUDIO, 40 8.2r, Nery -Ygrk, l\' Y.'

NORDISKA KOMPANIET, Stockholm, sweden -ii6il6ilnlv., B-dfr-C'wAiiNER Conp',670 E woodbridge' De'

troit, Mich.

ARTHUR GARSON PERCY, c I o Gefle-Pqr-slin-fabrik'P11TT-ftTRi;Ji8 D.lu*u'" Ave., Bufialo, N' Y'

RED WING POTTERIES, Red Wins, I-vIi'-''' --
ililfuiiil'copptR &-B[isS;xo Fark Ave', New York, N' Y'

ASTRID SAMPE, c/o Nordiska Komp,aniet-- --
ivroriiiis seNntns, 219 E. 49, New York, N.-Y'.
tiloitEi'scii,[nriwtiunc,'ooo Phoenix Bldg', Minneapolis'

Minn.
survTteu COBP., 5600 Roosevelt Boad, Chicago, Ill'
ELTAS SVSOSERG, ci o Nordiska Kompaniet 

.

ffiALLbw AIEFr,iNr co',917 E. Lincoln, wichita, Kan'

THE GEORGE S. THOMPSON CORP', 524O Huntington Dr"
Los Angeles, Cal.

TRoilf-E-LnMS, 1645 Victorv Blvd', Glendale, CaI'

UPSALA - EKEBY A'B., Ekebvbruk, Sweden

KURT VEBSEN, 4 Slocum Ave', Englewood' N' J'

WOOD-LINES, INC.,7029 69th PI. Brooklv-n, N Y'
roVeno i. wrinnilnv' 270 ?arl Ave., New York, N' Y'

EVA ZEISEL, tt31 Riverside Drive, New York, N' Y'

902 NICCLLET AVENUE
ROCH ESTER . DLILUTH

MINN EAPOLIS

EAU CLAIRE

qs

CASUAL CHINA

9I2 NICOLt,ET -.IVE\LE

0Y''1
Itr'

ALEX ANDERSON

b1-, Iro<ytrois

& soN, INC.
\tI\\EAPOI-IS

A ilelightlul tonthinnrion ol
beauty, durabilil! and color,
designed lor modern lioing..

Solt liue, yellow, or uhite-
20-piecettarlerset - - - $78.

Open stock also,
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MAK YOUR HOUSE

k
Fhc& a ewitch -and immedrote.ly

electricity goea to work to t.an8.

form your house into a livable
horE. It will cook meals. relriger.
ate food. heat water, wash dishes,

wash and iron clothes . , . and at

the end of the day bring you radio

entertainment and cheerful hght

..all Ior a few cents a day. Electric.

ity is the ONE thing you buy todav

that costa less than ever belore.

NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY
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UNBAR 
.FU

RNITU MANTJTACTU'R
.' NEvtl Y0RK: 385

ING CO.

Madison Avenue

a

a

BERNE, INDIANA
D

CAGO: 1638
BOSTON: 203 Clarendon St.


