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Wrrn rHE DEATH IN cHICAGo of Laszlo

Moholy-Nagy last November, the world lost one of

the most creative personalities of our time. There

is hardly a field of art in which Moholy-Nagy did

not experiment and make important contributions:

painting, photography, photomontage and photo'

grams, typography, stage sets, films, light displays,

industrial products. From his earliest days as an

artist, he was preoccupied with the potentialities

of light as a medium of expression; Iight is as

much an element of his photographic experiments

as it is of tlte transparent plastic space modulators

developed in his later years.

Moholy-Nagy's influence has been most strongly

{elt in the field of education. Unusuallv gifted as

a teacher, he taught continuously since 1923 when

Glopius appointed him to the staff of the Bauhaus

in Weimar. His importance as a teacher and his

achievements at the Institute of Design in Chicago

are discussed on pages one to three of this issue.

Lqszlo MoholY- No g't, 1895'1946
Born in HungorY
groduole in low from the University of Budopest

l9i6 turned to pointing ond writing
1920 moved to berlin ond become one of lhe founders o{

Construclivism
1923-1928 tought ot the Bouhous, where he wos co-editor with

Gropius of oll Bouhous publicotions
,l928-1934 worked in Berlin os pointer, stoge designer, experimenter

1935-1937 continued lhis work in London' Exhibitions of pointings'.' - 
,.rlptrr", photogrophs. Designed speciol eftects {or H G'

Weils' motion picture "Things to Come"

1937-1946 Direclor ol the lnstitute of Design, Chicogo'
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L. DIOIIOLY.NAGY
and the Institutelof Design in Chleago

Ever since Nloholy-Nagy came to the United States in 1937, his name
has been linked with the Institute of Design in Chicago (first called
the New Bauhaus) which he founded and directed. Here he con-
tinued the principles and educational methods of the Bauhaus, and
together with a staff of excellent teachers he made the Institute the
most important training center for designers in the country.

The significance of the Institute of Design (which now continues
under the direction of Serge Chermayeff) in the picture of technical
education in the United States today, lies in the fact that it offers
the student ntore than mere technical training. While he is acquir-
ing the knowledge and skill that will enable him to earn his living,
the student is encouraged to develop himself as a creative individual;
he is constantly stimulated to think and to evaluate, to question the
status quo, and to rebel against conventional solutions to his prob-
Iems.

Too many technical schools, with their fine buildings and elaborately
equipped laboratories, produce narrow-minded specialists, who are
usually well trained in technical subjects, but who are lacking in
vision and are incapable of comprehending the wider, human asptcts
of their work. The effects of these educational shortcomingJ are
widely felt, because designers exert an influence on our lives that is
not to be taken lightly. It is easily forgotten that it is they who give

conlinued next poge
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WORK BY L. MOHOLY.NAGY
'1. Spoce Modulotor, Plexiglos. 1942

2. Counler disploy unit ond dispenser
for Porker inks, mode of Plexiglos. 1946

3. lnteriors ond furniture for women's weor
shop. ln colloborotion with R. B. Togue
ond students of the lnstitute. l94l

4. Pointing on Plexiglos. 1940

5. Oil pointing. 1945
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MOHOLY-NAGY continued

shape to our surroundings by designing
buildings and bridges, fabrics and furni-
ture, vehicles and doorknobs. Only the de-
signer who understands the social, biologi-
cal, and psychological implications of eaih
problem will be able to produce completely
satisfactory results.

The Institute's approach to education takes
this necessary integration of all aspects of
human activity into account. Already in
the Basic Course for beginning students,
emphasis is placed equally on technology,
art, and sciencel exercises are planned to
tap the student's emotional and intellectual
resources simultaneously.

The photographs of student work on these
pages illustrate this approach. Workshop
experiences are considered fundamental;
students are conditioned to creative think-
ing and acting, to inventiveness and intel-
lectual curiosity through their direct con-
tact with a variety of materials. Many ex-
ercises are built upon sensory experiences
which are then correlated with investiga-
tions into tools and technology; these ex-
periences provide a sound basis {or the
solution of practical problems. o

Students moke Hond Sculpture to develop their sense of touch

Flot sheets cut ond lronsformed into 3-dimensionol obiects

lnvestigoting the structurol, toctile ond visuol quolities of metol, wood, plostics ond other moteriols

Abstroct compositions of moteriols, studies of spoce relotionships, sculpture ond color exercises
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ond they foll bock on their toctile experiences when designing o new type of telephone, o gloss tumbler, or tool hondles.

result in o louvre for fluorescent tubes, o corrying corton for bottles.

suggested reading:

THE NEW YISION and ABSTRACT Ot' AN
ARTIST b-v L. Iloholy.Nagy
New edition. Wittenborn. N. y. f946
BAU^HALS, 19-19-1928 by Herbert Bayer. Waher &
Ise Cropius. lluseum of Modern Arr, N. y. lgJB
I'HE NEW ARCHITECTTIRE AND THE BAU.
HAtiS bv Walter Crouius
Faber & Faber, London. 1935

In preparation:
\ISION IN IIOTION bv L. lloholy-Nagy. Theo-
bald. Chicago. 1947

Articles by Nloholy-Nagy:
NEW EDUCATION - ORGANIC APPROACH
Art and Industry. Ii{arch, I9tl6
DESIGN EDLICATION Architectural Revieu..
January, 194,6

PHOTOGRAPHY IN THE STUDY OF DESIGN
Anrerican Annual of Photography, 1945
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students retoin their experimentol ottitude when designing furniture or iewelry.

I

ore the bosis for exciting pockoge ond textile designs.
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DO YOU POUR LIQUID from a baby's
head? Have you seen birds, bees, and

flowers - hollow and with tiny holes in
them? If not, perhaps you have encountered

dachshunds or scotties sliced in the middle.

AII of these objects, and many more, of
course, may be seen in almost any gift
shop, anywhere from coast to coast.

But locally speaking, we rvaded through
quantities of porcelain figurines and be-

came ill at the sight of china frankfurter
mustard pots with china mustard dripping
about the edges; all in the hope that a few

objects worth exhibiting would turn up.

We had to come face to face with rabbits
peeking gleefully out of cabbage vegetable

dishes, and with many other delights be-

fore departing.

Could it be that an object must be im-
practical, inappropriately shaped, have

meaningless decoration, before it can be

relegated to the gift department? Yes, it
could be.

We lifted a particularly odd looking
THING, rotated it slowly to give it every

advantage possible, but it would not reveal

its purpose. So we resorted to a salesgirl
who seemed mildly surprised at our in-
quiry; however, in a flash she recovered
and said brightly: "Why, I guess it's just
a gift."

With that we retreated into the saner house-

wares and china departments, resolved to
exhibit over and over again simple, well
designed objects for everyday use that
some day may counteract the present zany
gift market.
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USTIUL fiIIT$
for the home

On these and, the lollowing pages @re photo-
graphs lrom the exhibition "Usetul Gifts,"
held. recently in the Eoeryd,ay Art Gallery.
Although most ol the objects were selected

lrom retail stores in Minneapolis and St.

Paul, they represent merchandise auail.able

in all parts of the country.

The exhibition pieces were chosen on the

basis ol simplicity, intelligent use ol ma-

t e r ia,ls, str ai ght I o r ut ar d d. e si gn, and pleasant

appearance.
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USEFUT GIFTS conrinued

Abbreviolions: des. designer
mfr. monufocturer
Idr. lender

Complete nomes ond oddresses of designers,
monufocturers, ond retoilers who lent
oblects for the exhibition ore l;sted on poge l6

Poge 4
Set of sloinless steel kitchen tools with holder-
Plostic hondles molded fo fit the hond. $8.95,
des. Storm; mlr. Adel; ldr. Doyton.

Stoinless steel mixing bowls. Avoiloble in fhree
sizes. $5, $3,60, $2.60. mfr. Corrolton; ldr. powers.

"Smorgosboord" odiusloble slicer, plostic hondle. $2
mfr. Guslofson; ldr. Doyton.

Chrome ploled lodles. $1.10, 95c, 90c, 69c.
mfr. Arlington; ldr. Powers.

Guest towel with colored stripe. 75c. ldr. Gorder

"Frig-i.tor" ice bucket, polished oluminum,
Lucite hondle, Fiberglos insulotion. $7.95.
des. Ziskin; mfr. Kromex; ldr. Doyton.

Two spun oluminum ice cube contoiners. Toll one
hos eorlhenwore insert, moy be used os chompogne
cooler. $19.50. Low model is insuloted with gloss
wool. $13.95. Both hove polished hordwood covers.
mlr. Yorkville Croftsmen; ldr. Thiss, Eoulell.

Poge 5
Silver ploted serving occessories. Coke server, $3;
cheese server, $3; solod set, $5; 3ilent butlers,
$7.50, $5. mfr. Nopier; ldr. Thiss, Johnson-
Gokey, Schunemon, Young-Quinlon.

Silver ploted covered iug with wicker hondle. $'ll.
mlr. Rice; ldr. Johnson-Gokey.

Folding stond ond troy, onodyzed oluminum ond
enomeled mosonite. $14. des. Toylor; mfr. Toylor
Smith; ldr. Young-Quinlon.

Red locquer coffee loble. $28.
mlr. Glenni ldr. Doyton.

Pottery bowl, blue ond yellow gloze. $6.50.
mfr. Broyton-loguno; ldr. Boutell.

Corved ook floor lomp, red cloth shode. $32.50
mfr. Roymor; ldr. Doyton.

Mople choir with red webbing. $27.50.
mlr. & ldr. Home Furniture.

5. Portoble rodio, leotherette cose, perforoted
metol {ront. Model 505, $43.70.
mlr. Emerson; ldr. New Englond.

this poge
5. Oregon myrtle wore. Troy, $7.50; covered box, $3.25;

soll & pepper shokers, $2,50; bowl, $4.95.
mfr. Myrtlewood Speciolty; ldr. Emporium.

Solod set. $1.50. mfr. Combridge; ldr. Thiss.

Mohogony plole ond bowl. $2.50.
Mode in Hoiti; ldr. Schunemon.

Plexiglos picture holders. $12, $20.
mfr. Duchess; ldr. Young-Quinlon.

Stitched soddle leother picture {rome. $20
mfr. Linder; ldr. Johnson-Gokey.

8. Troy, solod bowl, solod servers. Gloss, noturol
wood, white plostic wropping. $5.50 set.
mfr. Mory Ryon; ldr. Johnson-Gokey.
"Crepe Suzette," odiustoble olcohol burner ond
pon. Chrome ploted stond, hordwood hondle. $30.
mfr. Notl. Silver Deposit Wore; Idr. Thiss,

Lominoted wood serving troy. $2.95,
mfr. Hoskelite; ldr, Donoldson.
"Twirlowoy" oshtroy, chrome ploled. Buill-in
sweeper puts oshes in covered section. $5.
mfr. Toledo Guild; ldr. Powers.
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9. Pottery beveroge sel. lnleriors ond tops ore oft-
while; outsides glozed blue, incised designs.
Pitcher, $10; tumblers, $3 eo. des. & mfr. Tepping.

I0. "Airlux" self-slorling, solid Plexiglos eleclric olorm
clock. $25. des. Bruce; mfr. Telechron; ldr. Doyton.

ll. 8-piece steok set in wood block. $19.50.
Meot slicer in wood block. $5.50.
mlr. Cosei ldr. Powers.
"Gourmet" slicer in lominoled wood cose,
built-in shorpener. $10. mfr. Robeson; ldr. Powers.

Locquered folding stond, noturol ook troy. $13.
mfr, Ficks-Reed; ldr. Donoldson.

12. Block locquer coffee toble with ribbed gloss
top. $53.75. ldr. Emporium,

Ook cofree toble with free-shoped pottery
insert. $95. mfr. Toppon-Keol; ldr. Boutell.

Printed dropery fobric. $l'l yd.
des. Cooper; ldr. Doyton.

Cotton rug squores; moy be sewed together to
moke room-size rugs. $6.50 sq. yd.
mfr. Borlow; ldr. Doyton.

Brqss loble lomp. $23.50. Swedish.
ldr- Chos. Anderson.

13. Lominoted plostic troy. $7.95.
mir. Hoskelite; Idr. Emporium.

Deconter ond liqueur glosses. $3.95 set.
mfr. Borgfeldt; ldr. Emporium.

Hond woven ploce mol ond nopkin, groy ond yellow,
$30, l6- piece set. ldr. Gorder.
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PBODTIOTIBDYTD}Y monufocturers ond designers ore iny;led lo
submit new products lo this deportment

BARWA

monufoclurera: Bortolucci - Woldheim

price: $34.95

moleriols:

teolures:

designe:s &

lla" oluminum tubing, oll
exposed metol porls polished.
Woshoble Forgo Cloth cover, held in
ploce by o potenfed, bolonced-spring
orrongement.
Avoiloble in novy blue, moroon, light oquo.

BARWA provides two resting
positions. Upright, it is o comforloble
reoding ond lounging choir with
footrest. Tilted bock on its second
bose, it ploces the sitter's feet
slightly higher thon the heod.
This position is recommended by
doclors for complete rest ond reloxotion.
Bolonced design ond the ongulor shope
of lhe bose keep BARWA lrom tipping over
either lorword or bockword.

photo: ldoko O'Sugo

ARM CHAIR

derigner: Eero Soorinen

mqnufsclurer: Kroll Associotes

price: Upholstered, $60. Webbed, $40.

moleriol3s Frome, lominoted mople
plywood. No springs; upholstering is

mode of rubberized hoir over webbing.

photor Stuort Gildort
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PBODUOT BDVIBIY

CHAS. A ANDERSON & CO.

photo: Stuort Gildorl

a

designers...
distributors...
importers...

HANGERS
monufoclurer: Strotohonger Compony

pricer Trouser honger, $l; skirt honger, $1.25.

moleriols: Polished oluminum; cenler rod of
skirt honger ovoiloble in blue, green, or

. beige onodyzed finish; three woist sizes.

feolures: Spring oction helps preserve creose of
lrousers. Hook folds for pocking.
Skirt honger holds two skirts.

KURT VERSEN

lomps ond fixtures

ovoiloble for immediote

del ivery

Iighting instollotions

for home ond ofiice

ATLANTIC 1439

*re*T

price: $6.00.

moleriolsr Molded birch plywood.

TETTER TRAY

designer; Florence Knoll

nonufoclure:: Knoll Associotes

1214 NICOLLET AVENUE o /yIINNEAPOLIS a
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AIDDBSSSES
Adel Precision Products Corp.

10777 Van Owen, Burbank, Calif.
AIex Anderson & Son

912 Nicollet, Minneapolis, Minn.
Chas, A. Anderson & Co.

l2l4 Nicollet, Minneapolis, Minn.
Arlington Machine Works

668 Jenks Ave., St. Paul, Minn.
Bartolucci-Waldheim

179 N. Michigan, Chicago, Il1.
Bartow Textile Co. Cartersville, Ga.
Blenko Glass Co, Milton, W. Ya.
Geo. Borgfeldt

M W. 23, New York, N. Y.
Ivan Bruce c/o Telechron
Boutell Bros. Minneapolis, Minn.
Brayton Laguna Pottery Co.

1,150 Coast Blvd., Laguna Beach, Calif,
Cambridge Glass Co. Cambridge, Ohio
Cambridge Mfg. Co.

427 8.76, New York, N. Y.
Campo-Del-Mar Pottery Co.

712 S. Olive, Los Angeles, Calif.
P. E. Camerer

Salem Church Road, St. Paul, Minn,
Carbone, Inc.

348 Congress, Boston, Mass,
Carrolton Mfg. Co. Carrolton, Ohio
R. W. Case & Son Bradford, Pa.
Dan Cooper 21 8.70, New York, N. Y.

The Dayton Co. Minneapolis, Minn.
L. S. Donaldson Co. Minneapolis, Minn.
Duchess Creations

220 lth Ave., New York, N. Y.

Emerson Radio Corp.
111 Bth Ave., New York, N. Y.

Emporium St. Paul, Minn.

Ficks-Reed Co. Cincinnati, Ohio

Glenn, Inc.
114 N. Maxson Rd., Los Angeles, Cal.

Glidden Pottery Co. Alfred, N. Y.
L. W. Gorder

I1l2 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis,
Minn.

Eileen & Rossi Reynolds
58 Edith, San Francisco, Calif.

Bernard Rice & Son
325 sth Ave., New York, N. Y.

Robeson Cutlery Co. Perry, N. Y.
Mary Ryan

225 sth Ave., New York, N. Y.

Eero Saarinen
Bloomfield Hills, Mich.

Schuneman's St. Paul, Minn.
Stephanie Pottery, W. A. Currie

I30B W. B, Los Angeles, Calif.
Fred Storm

3063 Los Feliz Rd., Los Angeles,
Calif.

Stratohanger Co.
8472 Melrose PI.o Los Angeles, Calif,

Tappan-Keal Co.
1402 E, Washington Blvd.,
Los Angeles, Calif.

Taylor-Smith Corp.
32 S. San Gabriel Blvd., Pasadena,
Calif.

Telechron, Inc. Ashland, Mass.
Tepping Studios

3517 Riverside Dr., Dayton, Ohio
Thiss

902 Nicollet, Minneapolis, Minn.
Toledo Guild Products Toledo, Ohio

Viking Glass Co.
New Martinsville, V. Va.

Yorkville Craftsmen
223 E. 80, New York, N. Y.

Young-Quinlan Co.
trfinneapolis, Minn,

l\Ianuel Ziskin c/o Kromex

Harry
135

M. Gustafson
S. LaSalle, Chicago, I1l.

Haskelito Mfg. Co.
135 S. LaSalle, Chicago, Ill.

Home Furniture Co.
911 Marquette Ave., Minneapolis

Institute of Design
632 N. Dearborn, Chicago, Ill.

S. Jacobs Co.
BII Nicollet Ave.. Minneapolis, Minn.

Johnson-Gokey Shop
525 2nd Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.

Knoll Associates
601 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y.

Kromex 880 E, 72, Cleveland, Ohio

Emma Langseth Worthington, Minn.
Laura Lee Linder Pittsfreld, Mass.

Myrtlewood Specialty Co.
Coos Bay, Ore.

Napier Co. Meriden, Conn.
National Silver Deposit Ware Co.

44 W. 18, New York, N. Y.
New England Furniture Co.

Minneapolis, Minn.
Powers Dry Goods Co.

Minneapolis, Minn.
Raymor Mfg. Co.

40 W. 25, New York, N. Y.
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BOOI( OOBNBH
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WALI(EB ART OENTDB

books ond pomphlets
on

CONTEMPORARY
pointing

sculpture
prints

orchitecture
interiors
furniture

product design
odvertising ort

photogrophy
crofts

olso
color reproductions
of modern mosters

Porter Blanchard's Hand*'rought Silver

"Commonwealth Pattern"

ALEX ANDERSON & SON, INC.
9I2 :\lICOLLET A\'E }IINNEAPOLIS

Solid llandted Dinnet Knile 912.50

Dinaet Fork 9.50

Solad l-ork 8.25

Tea Spoon ;.50

Cream Soup Spoon ?.30

PLi !0% f.dettl ldr

t6

moil orders filled
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No sool on Your Pots
ond pons... lto grime

to soil your wolls ond
dropes...whenyou
use on Electric Ronge.

cooK
ELECTNICALLY

Itb the iP,a..n"*o"o coot
NORTHERN STATES

P()WER C()MPANY
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DUNBAR FURNITURE MANUFAC'TURING CO. . !ERNE, INDIANA' 
CHICAG0: 1638 Merchandise Mait . NEW Y0RK;385 Madison Avenue . B0ET0N: 203,.Clarendon St.


