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Editor's Notes

ln Lois Croig's exominotion of
suburbs she hos chosen to
concentrofe on lhe physicol
chorocleristics of those residentiol
encloves-how they were, how
they ore-where wispy rows of
soplings hove motured to provide
deeply shoded streets. But os she
points out, it is not possible lo look
ol form without olso seeing
substonce. Sociol slruclure osserts o
perceptible influence on lhe
physicol form of our suburbs where
severol generotions hove Iived in
houses thot hove undergone o series
of remodelings in response lo
chonges in the eorlier exponding
ond more recently shrinking
Americon fomily.

The term suburb is so

messoge-loden thot it is no eosy tosk
to cteon the slote ond reexomine one
of the primorywoyswe hove chosen
to live. Although the word suburb
immediotely colls lo mind those
post-World Wor ll efforts to provide
a decenl, offordoble residentiol
form for young fomilies, suburbs
hove olwoys been o port of the
humon community-o diversitY of
tronsition seltlemenls between
urbon ond rurol oreos. fherefore,
one misconception Croig disposes of
is lhot suburbs ore uniformlY
commonploce, wh ite-breod envi ron'
menls. She demonstrqtes thot their
voriely is os broqd ond os deeP os
their quolity.

!n trocing the historY of this
form in the U.S., Croig Points lo
severol issues thot hove influenced
our ossessment of suburbon
orchilecture. One of these hos been
the emphosis by the orchitecturol
press ond the populor medio on the
house os on isoloted obiect. lhis
norrow opprooch hos denigroted
the core of the suburbon ideo, on
ideo to which communql volues ore
bosic. Other issues revolve oround
sociol ond poliricol chonge.

By rhe mid-l96Os, the middle-
closs virlues of green lowns,
neighborhood schools ond Soturdoy
night borbecues seemed
onochronistic in !ight of the Vietnqm
Wor, the civil rights struggle ond the
ropid disintegrotion of our greot
urbon oreos. There wos renewed
concern obout preserving our sig-
nificont public buildings ond cities
were, once ogoin, seen os desiroble
ploces to live, porticulorly by o
generotion of young working
women releosed from the
troditionol obligotions of fomily
thot hod been the bockbone of
suburbon life.

Hos the pendulum begun to
swing? Do we once ogoin long for
mony of the volues epitomized by
lhe suburbon woy ol life? Lois Croig
believes these queslions deserve
thoughtfu! onswers. She does not
crdvocote more ond lorger
Leviltowns, but rolher q recognilion
thot suburbs provide opportunities
thot cqnnol eosily be dismissed, ond
most significonlly, they embody
o concern for the public aood thot is
intrinsic to them ond difficulr ro
duplicote in lhe center city, where
proleclive self-involvement is the
ruleond where gize ond comPlexitY
engender o more remole sense of
communily.

lois Croig is Associote Deon of
the School of Architecture ond
Plonning ot Mlr. She is the quthor of
numerous orticles deoling with
architecture ond plonning issues
ond principol outhor of the book,
The Federal Presence: Archileclure,
Pol itics, and National Design, I 97 8,
I984. This essoy for Design
Gluarterlyiso port of her long'term
investigotion into the phenomenon
of the Americon suburb.
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Suburbs

Recently, when I rereod Williom Whyte's The Orgonizolion Mon, its
setting, the community of Pork Forest, lllinois, circo 1950, reminded me
of Porkfoirfox, o gorden oportment subdivision outside Woshington,
D.c., where lhod lived in the I950s. lom old enough to be interested
in my connections to history.

I looked for pictures of Pork Forest, but finding none, I went there.
Arriving lote on on outumn ofternoon, I found o suburb looking exoctly
the woy I hod hoped it would-the 1950s untouched by time, or rother
the woy we hod imogined it would look when the trees grew up. chonges
were opporent. There ore fewer tricycles in the oportment courts of
Whyte's fomous study. The centrol shopping district, londscoped ond
mointoined, is virtuolly empty. Rociol integrotion finolly hoppened, some-
time ofter the opposition to the first ottempt ottrocted notionol medio
coveroge. so it seemed both the some ond chonged. Although I think
of myself os o city person, I wos hooked.

with the help of o fellowship r troveled to ond photogrophed
suburbs ond subdivisions, shopping molls ond strips ocross the country,
ond poked into the records of locol librories. .As o woy into the subiect
"suburb," os vost os "city," I chose to concentrote on residentiol suburbs
ond subdivisions thot were notoble or notorious in their time. These were
often the result of colloborotions between designers ond developers. I

porticulorly sought exomples from the period 1g4s-1960 but went bock
os for os the 1850s.

The lost time I hod thought obout Americon suburbs in ony sustoined
woy v/os in the eorly 1970s, when I spent severol months visiting the
suburbs of Doyton, ohio to observe ond write obout o notionolly
occloimed experiment in foir-shore housing. I wos o city person then,
too, working for city Mogozine, ond suburbs to me were ploces to be
opened up regordless of roce, creed or income rever. This is still o
compelling ond complex issue, but not the subiect of my present explo-
rotion. Now I wont to leorn how to look ot the physicol ospect of suburbs
ond ot the records of their chonges over time. As ony student of J.B.
Jockson knows, seeing is not iust obout oesthetics, "the spectotor stonce,,,
but olso obout whot the londscope offers those who live in it. For me,
view is o necessory first step to informing viewpoint.

I returned to Pork Forest severol times. rt wos o kind of touchstone
for me, reminding me of my own suburbon experiences over the yeors,
of where I ond friends of my generotion hod rived in our eorly morried
yeors, where some orchitects I know remember living, where mony stu-
dents I know grew up, where people r know still choose to live.
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