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“Ed Slattery said he wanted three things out of the
house: universal design, sustainability, and that it
be made in America.” —John Coplen, architect
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The Sony Sports Walkman is
just one of the iconic gadgets
featured in Sony Design:
Making Modern (Rizzoli, 2015),
a279-page tome showcased in
our Smart Home product pack-
age. Head to page 29 for more.

Get a full year of Dwell at
dwell.com/subscribe. Didn’t catch
last month’s issue? See select
stories at dwell.com/magazine
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Today’s
Smart House

In this issue, we examine technology’s place in the
home, and the way the new buzz-phrase “Internet of
Things” is making life easier, more accessible, and maybe
even more vulnerable as we adapt to an uncharted era.

In our 15-year history, Dwell has pursued cutting-
edge innovation through the question of what it
means to be “at home in the modern world.” Our audi-
ence of early adopters and adventurous thinkers
champion progressive design concepts, and demon-
strate how these ideas influence everyday lives. We're
fascinated by the way that large corporations, inde-
pendent start-ups, and energetic individuals are tap-
ping into technology to devise solutions for better
living. But we remain cautiously aware of how impor-
tant it is to resist chasing the new simply for novelty’s
sake—we always come back to the concept that good
design should endure. Technology, not to mention
the user behaviors associated with emerging gizmos,
applications, and platforms, changes so rapidly that
the true challenge for the design community lies in
whether or not it’s possible to even keep up.

In our research on the potential of smart homes,
we talked with Ted Booth, senior design director of
Honeywell Connected Home, who compared today’s
spirit of innovation to the dawn of electrification,
when a wealth of new products utilizing the new tech-
nology flooded the market. There’s certainly noise in
the marketplace, and with it comes the inevitable cul-
tural dread that references a dystopic HAL 9000 lens.
With new products come new issues, like safety and
privacy, which we explore in the first of three features
on home security penned by Geoff Manaugh (page 116).
Surely electricity came with its safety challenges—as
evidenced by the fire that erupted in J. Pierpont
Morgan’s home, the first electrified residence in New
York, sparked by the system wired by Thomas Edison
himself—but today, for much of the world, it’s
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editor’s letter

same will hold true for “smart tech”—in time.

Until then, we turn to those embracing technology
at home. In Toronto, Prishram Jain of TACT
Architecture created a smart house that incorporates
the same Control4 system he uses in his own home
(page 136). But the dwelling is hardly a shrine to
high-tech—its nearly invisible integrated automation
system is balanced by a generous application of
natural materials. “It's what you expect in a home built
in 2015,” says Jain. “It wouldn't be right if we didn’t
employ current technology.”

Whether you agree with him or not, today’s
advancements aren’t just limited to gadgetry. In
Baltimore (page 132) we meet a father whose quest for
an accessible home for his son, who is disabled,
inspired a second career leading a nonprofit focused
on universal design. We also feature Chris Downey,
one of the world’s few architects practicing without
sight, who shares the new tools that are making it eas-
ier for everyone —vision-impaired or not—to navigate
the built environment (page 60).

Alongside challenge comes great opportunity.
Today, through smart technology, it’s possible to know
that your house is safe and secure remotely or to
control and track both interior and exterior environ-
ments. Matt Emmi, of the technology integrator
OneButton, noted a remarkable change in his quality
of life thanks to automated shades (page 34): “I wake
up to the natural light of the sunrise but I fall asleep
in complete darkness with the shades down. There
couldn’t be a more profound effect on my well-being.”

For architect Jordan Goldstein, whose home outside
Washington, D.C. is featured on the cover, automation
helped his family spend more time together (page 54).
“We wanted to create a modern gathering point for our
family,” he says. “The technology that we chose to
integrate affords us that ability to do it with ease.”

In addition to serving practical purposes, technol-
ogy can be just plain fun, as is the case with a Spanish
house built for a sci-fi fan (page 144). And it can be
beautiful, like the sophisticated small electronics
masterminded by Naoto Fukasawa for Muji (page 32).

And for all those Luddites out there who are reluc-
tant to change, we have something for you, too: flip
to page 104 for a story on a deliberately low-tech vaca-
tion home in Merricks Beach, Australia.

While the future is alive in the here and now, there are
still a few technologies on which we’re waiting. And so
we close this issue on a light note, with a few out-there
drawings by Dominic Wilcox (page 160). Who knows? As
we see what was once unimaginable become common-
place, perhaps Wilcox’s ideas will one day end up, fully
realized, in the pages of Dwell.

impossible to think about life without electricity. The
|

Amanda Dameron, Editor-in-Chief
amanda@dwell.com
Follow me on Twitter: @AmandaDameron
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LETTERS

Iam entirely intrigued by the concept
of a Passive House. Thank you for the
article entitled “Passive Assertive” in
the May issue. The wood planters on
page 76 inspired me. Can you share any
information on how they’re made?
Stacy Dorris

Proctor, Maryland

Editor’s Note: The planters (shown above)
are made from everyday wood pallets. The
team at Onion Flats built drip irrigation
into the structure and incorporated mate-
rials used in green roofs to ensure good

drainage. onionflats.com

Great issue this month (The New
American Home, May 2015). Loved all
the homes that were featured inside.
@colanerijohn

Posted to Instagram

We are on the verge of an exciting new
frontier in architecture and design. As
“Passive Assertive” (Modern World, May
2015) illustrates, changes in the build-
ing standards for housing projects will
soon transform urban life. From the
power to control and monitor our appli-
ances more efficiently using the
“Internet of Things” to the very

My subscription is about to
expire and I was consider-
ing not renewing, but
“Passive Assertive” (Modern
World, May 2015) went
straight to my heart. I am
very interested in seeing
affordable housing that
incorporates the energy-
efficient principles used in
those buildings. I can’t wait
to visit Philadelphia and
hope I can get a tour or talk
to a resident. I hope to see
more projects like this in
Dwell. Gems like this make
me afraid to not renew.
Joan C. Van Blake

Takoma Park, Maryland

materials used in construction, we will
not only reduce our carbon footprints,
but we will also enjoy greater economic
benefits. Perhaps the most encouraging
aspect of these advancements is that
they will raise the standard of living for
so many impoverished communities
worldwide, demonstrating how science
and technology can truly make the
world a better place.

Michael Aaron Gallagher

Syracuse, New York

I am trying to locate the name of the
kitchen hood manufacturer in “Royan
Treatment” (March 2015, p. 86). Any
chance someone can help me out?
Grace Hasler

Sent via email

Editor’s Note: The range hood is by a
French company called Roblin. roblin.fr

JULY/AUGUST 2015 < DWELL
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Enjoy A Faster, Endless Supply Of Hot Water With
Rinnai’s Tankless Water Heating Technology.

Imagine turning on the shower and getting hot water almost
immediately. If you had the smart recirculation technology of a
Rinnai Tankless Water Heater, you wouldn’t have to imagine. You’d
have the integrated solution for a steady stream of daily benefits,
including:

A faster, endless supply of hot water that lets you do more,
wait less and live better

Less water and money down the drain to cut wasted natural
resources and utility costs

Ultra-efficient performance for monthly energy savings in a
space-saving design

The Hill House is a
stunning, clean
design (My House,
laich 2015). I espe-
‘cially love the bed-
T00m and outdoor
Space. Less is more.
- Judy Worth Friedsam
~Posted to Facebook »

To learn more about Rinnai’s innovative lineup of
high-efficiency water heaters, visit us at
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DWELL ASKED
Would you live
in asmart home?

It would need to come

with free lifetime tech
support.

Bradley H. Dilks

Posted to Facebook

No, | have a vision of the
Umbrella Corporation
taking over or of being
trapped like in 20071: A
Space Odyssey.

@IHurd501

Posted to Facebook

| would. It’s convenient,
lowers utilities, and
reduces gadget clutter
and wall acne.

Jessica R. Walker
Posted to Facebook

If by smart home, you
mean designed by an
architect—yes.

@stevejudgeaz
Posted to Twitter

@NiroWho:

@dwell needs to go
ahead and just build me
asmart home.

@KateBrennanHall:

Am thinking will form sup-
port grp 4 ppl who can't let
go of old issues of @dwell.
Anyone? #greatdesign
#myhappyplace

@joebedrd:
*opens @dwell slide show*
*clicks links on every slide*
*hours pass*

@TalkerNewYorker:
If you aren’t following
@dwell, do. Awesome
handle to follow.

@mscharlenefan:

Enjoyed reading article on
Lucia DeRespinis and am
inspired to build a career with
a breadth of design thinking.

JRR|

PHOTO BY ELI MEIR KAPLAN (DWELL ASKED); PHOTO COURTESY LUCIA DERESPINIS (TWEETS)

Absolutely, because it
would lower utility costs
and make access to
information and other
things easier.

Kevin Cardani
Posted to Facebook

SPOTLIGHT

@Massju on Instagram

Matthias Heiderich, a photographer based in Hamburg,
Germany, composes pastel-toned architectural snapshots that
capture the sculptural, geometric side of cityscapes. The way
Heiderich highlights the bend of a banister, the dizzying spiral of
a parking garage ramp, or the symmetry of a facade will make
you look at your own city differently. >
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living wall planter 2

simple to hang « self watering « indoor/outdoor
made in USA from recycled milk jugs




Contributors

Ike Edeani

Born and raised in Enugu, Nigeria, Ike Edeani studied architecture
before pursuing photography full-time. His work has appeared in The
Atlantic, The Fader, Monocle, and Bloomberg Business. “The most striking
thing about shooting the Baltimore story (“Home Free” p. 132) was wit-
nessing how Matthew can control every door, every light fixture, and
even the temperature right from his wheelchair,” Edeani says.
“Dumbest” thing in your house? “My little moka pot espresso maker,
but I prefer it that way.”

\

Bill Leebens

Trained in engineering and journalism, Bill Leebens has worked in

the fields of audio, automobile racing, and medical imaging. “I'm fasci-
nated by areas in which art and science meet,” he says. “Researching
the history of music at home (Concepts, p. 78) made me realize how
little we appreciate the artistry that goes into the design of audio gear.”
Dream tech item to own? “New stuff: a Tesla S, complete with a
solar-charging system. Old tech: an Alfa-Romeo GTV coupé from
around 1974—T'll take green, please.”

Laura Mauk

An architecture and design writer and editor for nearly 14 years, Laura
Mauk worked on staff at Architectural Digest and Western Interiors and
Design. “Ed Slattery and his son Matthew are superheroes (“Home Free,”
p. 132),” Mauk says. “They’re even smarter than their house.” She also wrote
“Iron Giant” (Dwellings, p. 136). “Touring the Toronto house with the resi-
dents was like going on a light-filled odyssey.”

Smartest thing in your house? “A toothbrush station in a kitchen corner
so we don’t have to walk upstairs to brush our teeth after eating breakfast.”

Geoff Manaugh

On his website, BLDGBLOG, Geoff Manaugh writes about architectural speculation
and the urban future. Formerly a senior editor at Dwell, his next book, A Burglar’s y
Guide to the City (FSG Originals, October 2015), looks at the built environment through ‘ BURGLAR'S
the eyes of burglars and the police who track them. His first in a three-part series on 1
security debuts in this issue (Concepts, p. 116). Learning about radio-frequency vulner-
abilities in the modern smart home and the oddly comic perils of hackable children’s g TRECITY
toys was just a reminder of how much he loves his job. g y s
Smartest thing in your house? “I'd say my iPhone, frighteningly enough. The technol- ; : P GEUFF-WANAUGH
ogy packed into today’s smartphones makes architecture look positively archaic.” —

Al

GUIDE-TD

Matthew Williams

A New Zealand native, photographer Matthew Williams finds that the
simple raw, beautiful landscapes and light of his homeland still influence
his work today. He now lives in Brooklyn with his wife and daughter. “The
Napa home (“Tech Support,” p. 124) was an eye-opener on how seamlessly
a house can function with technology while not distracting from the
beauty and form of the architecture and environment.”

“Dumbest” thing in your house? “My cat. It tries to sleep in the dryer.” 0
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pany Arper has alis ;
geometric Parentesit acoustic panels by Lievore Altherr
Molina, launched at Salone del Mobile 2015, can arrive
kitted out with ambient lighting and speakers. The Kinesit
task chair is fully adjustable, but discreetly integrates the
mechanisms for an uninterrupted silhouette. arper.com
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The Smart Home

From novelty to necessity, technology is driving
culture, commerce, and community like never
before. To the next generation of domestic
intelligence, we say: Welcome Home. >
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Minimalism is the Maxim

Naoto Fukasawa’s new line of kitchen appliances
for Muji embodies subtle sophistication.

Undeterred by the latest fads or trends, the Japanese
‘ retailer Muji has earned its reputation for being a “brand-
. i less brand,” favoring timeless forms over of-the-moment
; detailing. As such, it only releases a handful of new
offerings. This July, the company debuts three plug-in
countertop appliances, its first for the American market.
b ; & Tokyo-based designer Naoto Fukasawa, revered and
: lauded for his intuitive approach, masterminded the
devices: a rice cooker, which will retail for $195, a toaster
and water kettle, $95 each. Their use and interface deter-
mined the elegant silhouettes. “Things with which we
4 physically interact, the kettle for example, have to fit well
I with our hands,” Fukasawa says. ‘| like a rounded cubic
shape because people tend to find them friendly.” On the
flip side, he argues that built-in appliances should be recti-
e ————— linear since they nestle into a wall’s surface. The products
have simple controls and clever details, like a spoon rest
incorporated in to the rice cooker. “We should always base
design on our intuitions,” Fukasawa says. “It is better to
follow our subconscious behaviors.” >

32 JULY/AUGUST 2015 DWELL
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In 2006, Judith and Marc, both
composers based in Los Angeles,
set about building their dream
home on a sloped, cactus-

dotted site about a mile from

the Hollywood Sign. The couple
planned a modern residence that
would center on communal spaces
for entertaining.

The warm, minimalist house
created by their architect, Anna
Hinton, surpassed the residents’
expectations, but the four-year
ideation and construction period
was taxing. “We had a kind of a
strenuous building process and
we were looking to rent out a room
to help us financially,” says Judith.
That's when she stumbled upon
Airbnb online.

In addition to funding and
inspiring their design dreams,
becoming Airbnb hosts affords
them the opportunity to use their
space for what they always wanted,
dining and socializing with new
friends.

Photos by David Elliott/Airbnb

They often invite guests to join
them for artisanal meals in their
spacious, open-plan kitchen. “We
want guests to come together and
eat and have a drink,” says Judith.
“You can cook next to a big long
table, and, when you get tired,

go sit on the sofas. It's just one

big community space”

The more visitors the couple
receives, the further their home
develops. Design inspiration
comes from guest suggestions,
as well as the trusted Airbnb
community. Having stayed at
Airbnbs from Canada to Costa
Rica, Judith and Marc are always
sourcing design tips and ideas from
fellow hosts.

“We're constantly working on
adding little things,” says Judith.

“It gives us pleasure and joy to be
able to improve [our home] so

that when people come here on
holiday, they can feel really excited
and comfortable where they are.”

Learn more about hosting at airbnb.com/host
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Savvy advice from home automation experts
on better livability through technology.

Button Down

OneButton specified Lutron’s
‘RadioRA 2 system to control

- lighting and motorized

- shades in a loft renovation
by Architecture Outfit. “We
use mostly Lutron because
the products are incredibly

No two clients of OneButton, a
Brooklyn-based technology integrator,
walk in the door with the same request, but
the firm usually focuses on three key areas.
“Music throughout your home, a home-
theater system, and lighting and shade
automation bring the most value,” says
Michael Izatt, one of OneButton’s cofound-
ers, along with Matt Emmi. Izatt, Emmi,
and their team liken their process to coun-
selling as they coax out how their clients
use technology, what gets them excited,
and what frustrates them. Then, “you’re
kind of bound by two or three core values:
price, performance, and aesthetics,” Emmi
says. “You get to pick two, and once you
determine which are most important to
you, that drives the decisions you make
throughout the entire process.” >

34

reliable,” says Michael Izatt,
a cofounder of OneButton.

“There’s a limit to the
impact technology for
technology’s sake can
produce. When it makes
you feel more in tune with
your world, that’s where
it becomes powerful.”
—Matt Emmi, cofounder
of OneBitton

In-ceiling speakers were used
to flood the kitchen of a New
York City apartment with
music (left). OneButton chose
Definitive Technology’s DI 6.55
models (above, left) for their
superb sound quality and
matte-white finish. A Corian
grille hides the subwoofer.

JULY/AUGUST 2015 DWELL
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THE HEAD SAYS
YES.

THE HEART SAYS
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2015 GHIBLI. EXCEPTIONAL STYLE AND EXHILARATING PERFORMANCE
WITH AVAILABLE Q4 INTELLIGENT ALL-WHEEL DRIVE.

A unique expression of Italian design, Maserati Ghibli touches all of the senses, all at once. Its
hand-stitched leather interior with an array of exclusive options redefines luxury in a sport sedan.

Its powerful twin-turbocharged V6 engine with up to 404 HP delivers the unforgettable sound and
thrilling performance that only comes from owning a Maserati. Discover the soul of the Trident.

From $69,800" Schedule a test drive: maserati.us
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Active Lifestyle

The architecture firm superkiil and home
builder Great Gulf create a prefab with a
self-regulating indoor climate.

TEXT BY
Elizabeth Pagliacolo

Like many cities around the Great Lakes,
Thorold in Ontario’s wine country clenches
its teeth through long, cold winters, but it's
the climactic unpredictability that really
rankles. For example, spring temperatures
dip to 35 degrees Fahrenheit, clouds usurp
sunny skies, and snow enters the mix. The
Great Gulf Active House, in a new subdivi-
sion called Rolling Meadows, responds to
these fluctuations and uses automation
to cultivate a comfortable living environment.
The first of its kind in Canada, the prefab-
ricated abode is the final result of a collabo-
ration between Great Gulf, a home builder;
superkiil, a Toronto-based architecture firm;
and the Active House Alliance, a European
organization that seeks to create hyper effi-
cient living spaces. Conceived as a smart
house from the ground up, this design
deploys high- and low-tech features to
forge the ne plus ultra of modern living.
Qutside, the two-story, brick-and-cedar-
clad house stands out as a contemporary
interpretation of the surrounding homes.
“The subdivision had design guidelines,’
says Andre D’Elia, a founding principal, with
Meg Graham, of superkiil. “It wasn't “Thou
shalt not'—but you could understand why
all the houses look the way they do.” The firm
saw the prescribed peaked roof as an I
opportunity to create a dramatic cathedral
cant, all the better to accommodate 14 sky-
lights by Velux and two solar collectors for J
heating water. Inside, a vestibule with a low
ceiling gives way to a soaring living area,
blasted with sunshine and naturally venti-
lated thanks to the stack effect of the open
plan, which draws cool air in as hot airrises.>
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PROJECT

Great Gulf Active House
ARCHITECT

superkiil,

superkul.ca

LOCATION

Thorold, Ontario

Strategic site planning and
smart technology help the
3,200-square-foot Great Gulf

Active House achieve hyper-

efficiency. The Toronto-based
architecture firm, superkiil,

used triple-glazed windows;a

solar hot water system; zoned
heating; a fully automated
HVAC system, skylights, and
roller shades; LED lights;

and spray foam insulation,
among other green strategies.

Al e
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THE GATHERER, THE GRILLER, THE CULINARY PROVIDER

Building on a heritage of commercial-quality appliances, DCS Grills are engineered
to deliver the power and performance demanded by a professional chef.
Introducing the latest generation of DCS high-performance Grills; serious outdoor

kitchen equipment for people who are made to grill.

DCsS

by Fisher&Paykel

dcsappliances.com




modern world\ products

The brains of the operation occupy the
basement. The app-controlled Somfy
Tahoma Smart House System augments
the indoor air quality and thermal perfor-
mance of the 3,200-square-foot house by
activating skylights, windows, and roller
blinds, and regulating heating and cooling
in response to the weather. If the house
needs to “breathe,” Somfy Tahoma opens
the motorized skylights and a number of the
23 windows. Great Gulf programmed
the home so that if the outside temperature
surpasses 77 degrees Fahrenheit, the
automated system (remote-controlled,
thanks to wireless radio technology) shuts
the open windows and turns on the air con-
ditioner. Customizable settings also allow
the homeowner to roll down the blinds to
minimize solar heat gain and glare.

The residence’s three levels are thermally
zoned, with separate thermostats ensuring
the high-efficiency HVAC system never
works on overdrive (for example: warming
the second-floor bedrooms when every-
one’s in the kitchen). Two heat-recovery
ventilators automatically kick in to treat
intake air, boosting HVAC performance and
replenishing fresh air throughout the house.

Just as the home rarely needs artificial
lighting (studies ensured sunlight would
penetrate into every corner), it also con-
sumes 35 percent less fresh water than
a similar residence, thanks to its rainwater
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cistern. Renewable energy supplied by
Bullfrog Power, a green utility, brings the
house to full self-sufficiency.

This is no cookie-cutter builder's special.

superkdl sees it as a potential game
changer in the suburban home develop-
ment market. The firm is now working with
Great Gulf on a second Active House, this

Motorized skylights by Velux.
14 in all, welcome natural light
into the house (far left).
Low-flow bathroom fixtures
by Hansgrohe reduce water
consumption (left). An under-
ground cistern collects rain-
water to irrigate the yard and
rooftop solar collectors heat
water for domestic use
(below). The panelized wood
structure was prefabricated to
reduce construction time and
material waste.

time in the Toronto borough of Etobicoke.
“We see them as concept houses, except
we're building them for the real world,” says
Christopher J. Wein, the president of Great
Gulf. “There’s a segment of the population
looking for energy-efficient homes with
contemporary design and open spaces—

| think you have to serve that market.” >
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Design That Works
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Power to the People

Elevating the world of wi-fi, in both function

and appearance.

Allison McCarthy

Style has never been paramount in
the connectivity sphere. Just glimpse the
shelves of clunky, unreliable routers that
haven't changed in 10-plus years. “They
have been black boxes for so long, but now
wi-fi is becoming a core utility—like power
and water,” says Nick Weaver, the CEO
of eero, a product company that seeks to
upend the home networking market.

eero offers a design-centric wi-fi solution,
its hardware—in the form of a sleek, gently
sloping square, with internal antennae,
a soft-touch bottom, matte sides, and a
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lustrous, light-reflecting top—was inspired
by iconic architect Eero Saarinen. “We
work with a lot of visionary innovations to
try to reflect the elegance and spirit of
technology in the industrial design,” says
designer Fred Bould, who has worked with
Nest Labs, GoPro, and Roku. Unlike other
routers, the eero system uses complex
proprietary software, allows for simultane-
ous streaming on multiple devices and use
of multiple radio frequencies and channels,
and includes a user-friendly app that
makes setup easy. >

eero combines a router and
range extender in a single
compact package (bottom).
The device blankets the home
in wi-fi using complex propri-
etary software. One per 1,000
square feet is recommended
($199 each or three for $499).
Industrial designer Fred Bould
pored over every detail (left)
so the product would coalesce
with modern interiors.

“The challenge is con-

densing technology into
a compact package. If it
gives consumers pause
to meditate on the form
every now and then,
that’s good too.”

—Fred Bould, designer
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IMAGINE DESIGNING

AN 831,000 SQ FT HOSPITAL THAT NEEDS TO BE BUILT IN 30 MONTHS

Meeting the demands of complex projects requires everyone to be on the same page. Learn how
Bluebeam® Revu®s PDF-based collaboration solutions enabled Mortenson and their partners on the

Saint Joseph Hospital project to coordinate design changes in seconds — not days.

Imagine the possibilities

bluebeam.com/d

luebeamr
NO LIMITS®
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There are certain products that can
conjure an entire era with a single mention.
Case in point: the Sony Walkman. The iconic
portable audio player, which turns 36 this
year, is just one of 89 game-changing
gadgets featured in the new book Sony
Design: Making Modern (Rizzoli, 2015).
Two hundred and seventy-nine pages docu-
ment the electronic brand’s history, from

Celebrating six decades of innovation with
a retrospective tome of Sony’s greatest hits.

Electric Company

its origins in postwar Japan with the TR-63,
the world’s first pocket-sized transistor
radio, through Y2K-era robots and the
Playstation gaming system to today’s
paper-thin touchscreens. Expert essays
and lavishly photographed products do
more than tell the story of a company—they
chart how the ways we consume media
have changed over the past half century.o

PHOTO COURTESY RIZZOLI
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With a helicopter and a little elbow
grease, a prefab escape arrives at a
remote New Zealand beach.

PROJECT TEXT BY In New Zealand, a few weeks at the 800 feet from the nearest road, the prop-

Cora House Luke Hopping beach is regarded less as a luxury than erty sits atop a thicketed cliff that falls

ARCHITECT PHOTOS BY . . e . .
S Ruesell Kleyn a birthright. As transit improved in the sharply into Hekerua Bay.

Atelierworkshop postwar era, families migrated to the sea “The site has no access other than a
atelierworkshop.com en masse to vacation in “baches,” modest hair-raisingly steep paper road,” says
LOCATION cabins that make up for their diminutive Bonnifait, using a Kiwi term for a makeshift
Waiheke Island, New Zealand . . . R . T

size by annexing the outdoors into their car route. This meant nearly all materials

living space. would have to be brought in one at a time,

Yet in a country with nearly twice as by hand. Undaunted, Bonnifait and Giesen

much coastline as the continental United devised a prefab solution that's as sensitive
The Cora House's configura- States, many areas remain inaccessible to the site’s constraints as it is to its natural
tion maximizes views, while by car, a fact architects Cecile Bonnifait beauty. “There’s a gratitude that goes with
its siting limits environmental and William Giesen of Bonnifait + Giesen experiencing life in a place as extraordinary
;L'T?::v'vi(r’zs"}:gtt:lglg:;"that Atelierworkshop confronted when a as Hekerua Bay,” Giesen says.
designed the Stru'cmre‘ Wellington couple approached them to By building horizontally along the slope,
retained the mature trees on build a bach on the northern edge of the architects spared the location heavy
the property. Waiheke Island. Located approximately excavation and deforestation. Walls were >
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“The bach offers minimal living and sleeping
space, while privileging the outdoordifestyle.”
—William Giesen, architect

fabricated off-site and walked in from the
lane by teams of four to six. For the wood-
panel flooring, which was too unwieldy to
carry, the duo turned to a helicopter for
assistance with delivery.

Building a year-round dwelling at such
a laborious pace would have been imprac-
tical, but baches are a simple typology.
Construction lasted only a year, and yielded
an intimate retreat that articulates its way
around the contours of the landscape.
Ample deck space and floor-to-ceiling
windows command expansive views of the
bay below. A solar array cantilevered for
optimal gain helps limit the home’s broader
environmental impact, while adding visual
flair to the otherwise bare-bone structure.

In the spirit of traditional baches, the
central living area and twin sleeping
quarters are accessible only by stepping
outdoors, an arrangement that suits the
home’s seasonal nature. The residents
spend about a third of the year there,
unwinding from the demands of city life.

“The bach is more of a shelter than a
living space. It's based on spending your
time outside enjoying the beach,” explains
Bonnifait. “It peels away modern life, while
integrating a controlled level of comfort” O
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The architects drew upon their
own experiences vacationing
in baches to develop the
design. Approximately 1,000
square feet of interior spaces
are connected by 270 square

feet of deck—a healthy ratio for
indoor-outdoor living (left).
The plywood-lined communal
area is flanked by separate
units that contain matching
bedrooms (above).
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Be good to you.

CHICKEN
CHILE VERDE

WITH BLACK BEANS
& POLENTA

CONTAINS 50% OF THE
DAILY VALUE OF PROTEIN

490mg/20% DV
of sodium

w Chicken raised
without antibiotics

® 1/2 cup of vegetables

ﬁ On the mild side

#GetFresh in the freezer aisle.

Take home the hottest thing in fresh-frozen cuisine. |uvoinc.com/wheretobuy
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Ayah Bdeir founded littleBits
in 2011. The company produce§ |
a library of electronic modules
that can be used to create all
manner of devices, like a
remote-controlled fish feeder
and weather monitor (above)

or synthesizer kit (right).
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Through her company littleBits, MIT-
trained engineer Ayah Bdeir turns
humble objects into remote-controlled,
Internet-connected tweeting machines.

We’re living in the age of weather-
forecasting refrigerators and thermostats
you control from your car. And, according to
littleBits founder and CEO Ayah Bdeir, you
shouldn’t have to buy them—you should be
able to turn your Reagan-era Mr. Coffee
into an auto-brewing smart gadget yourself.

Bdeir is an engineer, MIT Media Lab
alum, and TED senior fellow who wanted
to inject more creativity and fun into her
work, making math and science exciting
to everyone. Her brainchild, littleBits, bills
itself as “DIY electronics for prototyping
and learning.” They're magnetic, candy-
colored modules that snap together to
build circuits—no wiring, programming,
or soldering required.

“It's like if you take a pottery class and
make a pot—you become proud of the
object,” she says. “For some reason, we
take no pride in our technology.” >
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“People spend close to 11 hours a day with electronics
and most don’t know how they work. We want to
empower people to learn and be able to invent their
own future.”—Ayah Bdeir, littleBits founder and CEO

i21 microphone

© apkod gdw sz

Bdeir’s main motivation was to equip
people with the skills and interests needed
to thrive in today’s tech-filled world. She
regards technology as a language, and
believes that nowadays, those who don't
speak it can be paralyzed. It isn’t okay to
have someone constantly fix everything for
you or buy everything for you, she says. You
can master technology yourself—and with
littleBits’s new Smart Home Kit, you don’t
need to buy pricey home gadgets that'll
become obsolete in six months.

Traditional electronics require
soldering whereas littleBits’s
modules snap together with
magnets to create things like a

doorbell that sends text notifi- The Smart Home Kit is the company’s
cations (above). A littleBits first foray into “the Internet of Things,” the
employee prototypes a new trend of designing objects with software

project (below).

and features that connect them to the
Internet. Prior to that, littleBits focused on
packages and projects for educators, mak-
ers, programmers, and kids, including a
preassembled kit of parts to build a music
synthesizer or a “Mars Rover.” (The
Museum of Modern Art, in New York,
included littleBits in its 2011 exhibition
Talk to Me, citing the company’s efforts to
engage non-experts with technology.) The
Smart Home Kit comes with 14 modules,
11 accessories, and 14 project guides with
thousands of other user-generated ideas
on the company’s website.

Use the included MP3 player module,
servo, and synth speaker to build a system
that will automatically open your curtains
and play a wake-up tune every morning at
a set time, for instance. Or assemble a con-
traption that automatically dispenses >
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New York firm MCDC designed

littleBits’s Chelsea office,

which is outfitteq with Togo

| sofas from Ligne Roset and an
overhead fixture by Tech
Lighting. The shelves hold
books and Play materials ike
Legos and K'nex (above). The
company collaborated with
I_.a,bou,:r', a Brooklyn-based

il designistudio, on “Art Handles,”

42013 installation for MoMA
Design Store (left).

treats for pets. The idea is to take products
that exist in users’ homes and revamp them
to embrace technology.

For example, the Smart Home Kit's
“Coffee Control” project: a scheme that
makes an ordinary brewer automatically
Prepare coffee with justthe touch of a but-
ton. It can take almost an hour to set up,
but sure enough, you'll soon be churning
outa cup of French vanilla from across the
kitchen. There’s a very small learning curve
to get acquainted with the various parts
and modules, and initially connecting the
kitto the Internet takes some time. After
figuring out the lay of the land, though,
everything’s pretty intuitive.

However, it begs the question: Is it really
worth going through all the trouble to outfit
adryerto send a text message when laun-
dry’s done? Why not just drive to the near-
est electronics Superstore and purchase
ready-made gizmos? For design-minded
folks, Bdeir says it pays off.

“Maybe you don't like the smart lamps that
are out there,” she says, “Maybe they're ugly,
don't fit your décor, or are too expensive. Or
maybe you have a vintage lamp you want to

make smart. The Smart Home Kit respects
your own aesthetic and products’ o

L
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Marvin Shades are like no other shades on the market. An exclusive innovation in form and function, our shades
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In their years of trying to build a
modern home in Washington D.C.,
architect Jordan Goldstein and his wife,
Laurie, encountered ruthless bidding
wars, restrictive zoning laws, and tiny
lots. Then they looked beyond the
Beltway. “Both my wife and I felt we
should find a raw piece of land so
we can start from scratch instead of
dealing with constraints and existing
infrastructure,” Goldstein explains.

The Goldsteins discovered 23 acres
of former farmland in Rappahannock
County, Virginia, enveloped by rolling
hills and forests. “The second we pulled
up to the property, the first words out
of my daughter’s mouth were, ‘This is
awesome,” Goldstein recalls.

The managing director and principal
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at the Washington D.C. outpost of
Gensler, an international multidisci-
plinary design and architecture firm,
Goldstein had fond childhood memo-
ries of spending time at his parents’
cozy Hidden Valley, Pennsylvania,
retreat. “There were bedrooms, but
everyone always hung out in one room
and it was the kitchen, it was the dining
room, it was the living room, it was
the family room,” he says. “I wanted to
modernize that experience but have

a similar kind of sensation, with
everyone being together in one room,
surrounded by beautiful scenery.”

The 3,200-square-foot house offers
plenty of space for Goldstein, Laurie,
and their two daughters, Sari, nine,
and Alexa, 13. Goldstein oriented the >

Sweet Virginia
A smart, rural vacation home

fosters connectivity in every
sense of the word.

TEXT BY
Diana Budds
PHOTOS BY

Eli Meir Kaplan

PROJECT
Rappahannock House
ARCHITECT

Jordan Goldstein
LOCATION
Rappahannock County,
Virginia

Located about two hours from
Washington, D.C., architect
Jordan Goldstein’s retreat is
series of stacked volumes
comprised of granite, stucco
and mahogany siding accents.
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structure to the west to capture after-
noon sun. The master suite is on one
side of the living area and the two kids’
rooms on the other. A guest room and a
media room occupy the basement level.

As striking as the house is—a boxy,
white outcropping in a verdant field—
it's the invisible features that make it
stand out. Goldstein installed a fleet of
tech products to increase energy effi-
ciency, offer peace of mind, and help
the family enjoy the house more.
“Connectivity was a driver when we set
out to do this,” he says. “To have greater
connectivity as a family, and then con-
nectivity to the land.”

Technology allowed Goldstein to bet-
ter understand the building itself, too—
how its systems performed and how
secure it was. “If 'm aware of my energy
use, I can actually do something about
it,” he says. “If I'm able to have a level of
audio-visual control that’s easy to use,
that is very fluid, then I have more abil-
ity to affect the ambiance.”

Goldstein advocates discussing tech-
nology goals early on in the planning
process. He and his wife prioritized
seamless integration with the design.
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They also wanted the house to operate
itself when the family is away. For exam-
ple, the furnace turns off if it starts to
operate inconsistently; a fire-suppression
system recessed into the ceiling turns
on automatically if it detects excess heat
and smoke.

Having reliable Internet service in a
rural area was a challenge, so Goldstein
factored that into his decision making.
“It’s not like I can plug in FiOS because
Verizon doesn’t run cable this far out,”
he says. He discovered a home security
company called SimpliSafe, which oper-
ates from a cellular network. From his
mobile phone, Goldstein can monitor
temperature, carbon-monoxide levels,
smoke, and flood status (for leaks). All of
the devices in the home communicate
over a Local Area Network, a difficult
system to penetrate and an extra layer
of security for the family.

“I can’t be there all the time, so how
do I keep an eye on things and how do I,
even when I'm there, still have the ability
to understand what’s going on in differ-
ent parts of the property?” he says.

Because of his work as a commercial
architect at a prominent firm, Goldstein >

First Floor

Lower Level

Rappahannock
House Plan

Bedroom
Bathroom

Great Room
Kitchen

Pantry

Closet

Master Bathroom
Master Bedroom
Porch

Home Theater
Game Room
Guest Room

M Laundry Room

FAX"TIeMmMOoOO®>»

The kitchen—outfitted with
Porcelanosa cabinets and
Krion surfaces—flows into the
great room so the Goldstein
family can easily spend time
together. The lighting is by
Flos and the dining tables and
chairs are from Cella Luxuria.
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“Connectivity is the driver—as a family and
to the land.” —Jordan Goldstein, resident

is often privy to new product announce-
ments. “Iapproached this as, let’s not
just look at the residential items out
there,” he says. “Let’s throw commercial
products into the mix and develop a
palette that feels right for this house.”
He was familiar with Lutron and, after
learning about the Caséta system before
it officially came on the market, speci-
fied the wireless dimmer system to
control the LED lighting—set to a warm
color temperature.

Goldstein researched both the
Honeywell and Nest programmable ther-
mostats, but preferred the latter because
of its interface. The television is recessed
into the living room wall and attached to
a pivoting wall-mounted bracket so peo-
ple in the kitchen can view what'’s on the
screen. Security cameras, with white
housing virtually indistinguishable from
the structure itself, help the Goldsteins
keep an eye on things outside. An Apple
AirPlay-based system provides audio
throughout the property.

“It’'s about creating great architecture
or a great experience that matches with
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A Samsung Smart Series

ized the sliding door using
Barn Door Hardware.

your lifestyle,” Goldstein says. “We
wanted a modern house that would be
a gathering point for our family, a place
to celebrate the property. The technol-
ogy that we chose to integrate affords us
the ability to do that with ease.”
Knowing that technology changes
rapidly, Goldstein housed many of
the control units in a feature he calls “the
Brain.” About four feet tall and enclosed
in glass, the niche is easily accessible.
“I'was concerned with inflexibility in
the design—where changes require
a hard construction project versus a
do-it-yourself task,” he says. “If I ever
need to swap something out, it's easy.”
The way Goldstein mapped out the
structure’s orientation demonstrates
how modern devices factored into the
home from the outset. After completing
the drawings, he met his contractor on
the lot and, with an iPhone and string
in tow, outlined where the house
should go. “Who would’'ve thought a
compass app would be used for landing
a house?” he says. “Talk about technol-
ogy driving design.” o

television is recessed into the
wall (left). Goldstein’s builder,
Optiz Construction, custom-

Let’s Get
Technical
Problem-solving
gadgets abound in
the Rappahannock
House’s design.

USB 15A Charger/Outlet by
Hubbell Wiring Device-Kellems
Since the family frequently uses electronic

devices, they opted for outlets that have USB
connections. hubbell-wiring.com

Pico Remote by Lutron

Aremote that’s smaller than a deck of cards
operates the dimmable lighting in the great
room. lutron.com

Rhapsody Fireplace by Lennox

The family chose this model for its clean look
and because the temperature, flame height, and
power can be remote controlled.
hearthsidedistributors.com
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SURROUND YOURSELF WITH
SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL.

Sometimes considered a secondary design element, railing systems should

be anything but an afterthought. A critical component of the overall aesthetic
feel, railing can be an exclamation point to any design - nicely merging spaces
together towards an elegant and harmonious look. For more than two decades,
AGS Stainless has been manufacturing railing systems for some of the world’s
most distinctive homes. Designed with CAD and prefabricated to ensure a
precise, custom fit, our stainless steel railing systems can accommodate any

vision and enhance any view. It’s rare that beauty comes this easy.

Get product details and a behind-the-scenes look of AGS Stainless at:
www.AGSstainless.com/Dwell — (888)842-9492

stainless:

CLEARVIEW® Railing Systems
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Chris Downey

After losing his sight gave him a new perspective
on design, an architect reveals how technology is

making the world more accessible.

60

TEXT BY
Kelly Vencill Sanchez

Chris Downey says that it was
terrifying to wake up blind
after eye surgery, but he never
considered giving up architec-
ture. Today he consults on
projects like the Independent
Living Resource Center of San
Francisco, providing insight
into accessiblity issues. Tools
like the inTACT Sketchpad help

him to draw and read plans (top).

As one of the few blind practicing
architects in the world, Chris Downey
occupies a unique place in design. When
he lost his sight in 2008, Downey, who is
based in San Francisco, began using his
own experiences to transform interior and
exterior spaces for those with—and with-
out—visual impairments. Here, he shares
his expertise on new and emerging tech-
nologies that could improve life for all of us.

When it comes to making the built
environment easier to navigate, how
can technology help?

The most promising interior wayfinding
[tool], in my opinion, is beacon technology,
which uses low-energy Bluetooth [signals]
to send location information and notifica-
tions to a smartphone. The promise comes
through its economy, the ease of incorpo-
ration within built space, and its indoor-
mapping potential for the general public.
The device is about the size of a watch
face, has a four-year power supply, and
has no infrastructure to be integrated

into the architecture. The installation at
Terminal 2 of the San Francisco
International Airport is the result of a col-
laboration between the San Francisco >
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calligaris @

Discover the complete collection ITALIAN
In-stores and online SMART DESIGN
at calligaris.com SINCE 1923

USA CALIFORNIA Los Angeles Pomp Home + San Diego Hold It Contemporary Home « DC Georgetown Calligaris Store + FLORIDA Miami Calligaris
Store Biscayne | Miami Doral | Miami Pinecrest + Boca Raton Concepto Boca + Fort Lauderdale Concepto Modern Living * Sarasota Soft Square +
Weston Avanti Furniture « NEW JERSEY Paramus Famaliving «+ NEW YORK Brooklyn Ako Design Center « Manhattan Jensen Lewis + OREGON
Portland Hip Furniture « PENNSYLVANIA Philadelphia Cella Luxuria « TEXAS Dallas Cantoni «+ WASHINGTON Seattle Alchemy Collection

Also available at Bloomingdale’s: New York, 59 Street « Boston, Chestnut Hill « Chicago, Medinah Home « Garden City, Roosevelt Field Mall

CANADA BRITISH COLUMBIA Vancouver Calligaris Store - Victoria Studio Y Design « ONTARIO Toronto Calligaris Store « Kitchener Schreiter's
Furniture «+ QUEBEC Laval Mariette Clermont « Laval J.C. Perreault « Saint Hubert J.C. Perreault « Montreal Casa Vogue
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mayor's office, the technology company
indoo.rs, and the San Francisco
LightHouse for the Blind and Visually
Impaired. I've successfully used it, with no
training or orientation, to locate my gate,
the men’s room, a bite to eat, coffee, and
even electrical outlets. Finding an outlet in
an airport is a real challenge—try it blind!

What are some other new technologies
that show promise?

There’s one on the cusp of development
that could revolutionize how | work. With
embossing printers and techniques for
tactile drawing, architectural drawings can
be accessed through touch. But I've not
found a way for someone without sight to
input graphic information into a computer.
I'm now collaborating with the developers
of the inTACT Sketchpad, which enables
someone to draw on a tablet and feel the
raised line that forms as the stylus passes
over the surface. The graphic information
can then be uploaded to the computer
through a USB connection.

“Technology will prove to be the
easy part and may lull designers
to consider the problem solved.”
—Chris Downey, architect

62

Tell us about your collaboration with
the engineers at Arup on the acoustics
for the LightHouse for the Blind and
Visually Impaired’s new headquarters
in San Francisco.

Architects focus a lot on the visual aspects
of architecture largely because it can be
drawn. It’s very hard to draw sound. The
acoustic modeling technology developed
and used by Arup’s acoustic engineers in
their SoundLab is important for the blind
and visually impaired, who listen to space
to recognize where they are and what
they're looking for. Acoustic modeling of
digital space during the design phase
allows architects to make qualitative deci-
sions to improve acoustic performance,
which is promising for any space where
acoustics play a significant role.

Are there dangers to viewing tech-
nology as a magic wand?

Many people view GPS and similar emerg-
ing interior-wayfinding technologies as

a way to “solve the blind wayfinding chal-
lenge.” But no handheld technology can
safely guide a blind traveler who isn’t
tech-savvy or sufficiently independently
mobile—and it's unpleasant to imagine

a future in constant reliance on technology
for guidance. There needs to be enough
multisensory information, in the form of
environmental landmarks and cues, that
can be related spatially back to the
directional information provided through
that wayfinding technology. Architects
still need to be better multisensory place-
makers to design and create effective
environments for the blind and visually
impaired—which, in turn, will make those
spaces more effective and enjoyable
forall.o

A Tiger Pro embossing printer
allows Downey to read plans
by touch (above). Beacon tech-
nology like the indoo.rs sys-
tem, currently in beta, enables
users to navigate San Francisco
International Airport with help
from their cellphones (below).
At Arup’s Chicago SoundLab,
audio engineers listen to and
model a space’s acoustics in
order to optimize sound for
performance and navigation
purposes (left).

298
indoors.SFO

(set current flight for ugd-tc!)
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Panasonic

THE RIGHT BATHROOM
FAN MATTERS
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No bathroom renovation is complete without a state-of-the-art ventilation

fan from Panasonic. For over twenty years, our ultra-quiet, high performance,

energy efficient fans have helped to provide families with cleaner, healthier

environments. That's why we've been recognized by ENERGY STAR® for the

sixth straight year, winning the 2015 Sustained Excellence Award.
o a0
AWARD 2015

Find the right ventilation fan for your family at us.panasonic.com/ventfans Fs’ﬁgtra'\i'rfgdoggeﬁlgﬁﬁg
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my house

When building their dream comfort, and kid-friendliness,
retreat in Jackson Hole, including a table by Isamu
Wyoming, Steve and Alexi Noguchi for Herman Miller,
Conine worked with architect a leather sectional sofa from
Brad Hoyt to create a smart Four Hands, a cashmere cable-
house that fused technology knit-covered elk mount by
and design. Like the rest of Rachel Denny, and a custom,
the home, the living-room multicolored cowhide patch-

furnishings blend high design, work rug by Linie Design.

“We love all the open common space and
innovative features in our home. It reflects
our active, fun-loving, and creative family.”
—Alexi Conine, resident

things that haven’t been tried before.”
The first design challenge was that
the double-sloped lot was subject to
height restrictions: 37.5 feet from the
highest point of the roof to the lowest
point of grade. So Hoyt stacked the
home’s three levels, raising the kitchen
and dining area to accommodate a fam-
ily room and guest suite underneath
and bedrooms above. To ease the transi-
tion between spaces, he suggested
heated concrete ramps instead of stairs,
a “more seamless and unique” solution.
Hoyt’s firm also worked to lay out the
slope and geometry of the slide. General
contractor Chris Mommsen of Stewart
Construction Services found a craftsman
from Idaho Falls who tented off the area
and spent two weeks shaping the fiber-
glass gel-coat material into the structure.
The Conines then bought a $400 Philips
LED lighting kit to illuminate the slide’s
interior; their 11-year-old daughter used
the kit's accompanying app to create
multiple settings, manipulating the
infinite palette of colors into themes for
different holidays. “It's been so much
fun,” Alexi says. “We really don't regret it.”
When it came to the techy details,
it helped that Steve could program and
build some of the features himself. In
the foyer, the five high-definition com-
puter monitors in the cement floor are
controlled by an app he coded. The fam-
ily can pick which photos or videos to
display—everything from molten lava
to mud to a video of the kids playing on
the foundation of the house as it was
being built. “Depending on who shows
up, it can be fires of hell or a nice flash
of light,” Steve says. He wrote a second
app to control the family photos that
cycle on the two monitors on the wall >
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my house

between the living and dining areas,
and posted the codes for both apps on
GitHub. A computer cabinet that he set
up in the basement controls all of the
screens in the house, plus features rang-
ing from security to heating.

The Conines also devised a solution
for the blazing late afternoon sun on the
west side of the house. They knew they
wanted some sort of system that could
provide more shade than umbrellas and
awnings, so they decided to experiment
with screens that would run along the
outside edge of the house. The first
thought was to use magnets to hold
fabric onto railings, but Jackson'’s
strong winds made that impractical.
Eventually, they started looking at the
heavy trolley systems used by meat
packers, mocked up their own version
using sheets, and figured out the best
material for the job: stainless-steel
chain-mail mesh, which would be
sturdy enough to handle the wind, yet
transparent enough that the family

S i e s could il enoy the mountin view.
custom walnut-slab table amenities the homeowners took the architect and builder four days
and a dozen Molded Plastic requested (right). of experimenting to make it work, but
in the end, it was the perfect solution.
Of all the custom features in the
Third Floor house, though, it’s the slide that’s still
the family’s favorite. “It’s totally the top
of the list,” Steve says. “The architect
and the builder really worked on it to
Second Floor -1 make it perfect,” adds Alexi. “It's so
, I much easier than taking the stairs.

Everyone takes the slide.” >

A
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Conine Residence

Floor Plan

A Office H Gear Room

B Kitchen I Garage

C Deck J Bedroom

D Dining Room K Master Bedroom

E Living Room L Master Bathroom
| F Slide M Laundry Room
| G Bathroom N Media Room
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It took a craftsman two weeks
to shape the fiberglass gel-
coat material into the shape
of the slide, which connects
a hallway off of the kitchen to
the first-floor media room. >




Special Advertising Section

Poweredoy
~ Design

Good design transcends time. It has the power to transform an idea into an instant classic
that can be celebrated for years. From a beloved product that can be used every day or
an architectural marvel that defines a community, this focus is the heart of timeless design.

And behind each of these designs, is a maker.
In “Powered by Design”, Dwell and Porsche sit down with creators who weave good design
into everything that they do. From the handcrafted to the state-of-the-art, the products of

these modern artisans are proven to stand the tests of time.

Join us as we celebrate the makers who embody the spirit of real innovation, the art of true
craftsmanship and the authenticity of timeless design in the modern world.

PORSCHE



Catherine Bailey and
Robin Petravic
Owners of Heath Ceramics
San Francisco, CA

Powered vy
Design

Heath Ceramics is one of the few remaining mid-century American potteries still
in existence. Their mission is to make, gather, and sell beautiful, functional, and
enduring objects that enhance the way that people eat, live, and connect. In
doing so, Cathy and Robin have brought Heath into the modern world while
always paying homage to the notions of craftsmanship, timelessness, and
thoughtful production from its heritage.

Tom Givone
Architectural Designer
Catskills, NY

Tom Givone is an innovator, a creative thinker, and a maker unlike any other. A self-
taught architectural designer, Tom specializes in using cutting-edge technology,
innovative industrial design techniques, and his own laser-like focus to rescue
18th-century farmhouses in upstate New York and transform them into modernist
jewel boxes. When you step into one of Tom’s works, you are immediately struck by
amazing attention to detail; an understanding and appreciation for every decision,
big and small, that contributes to his perfectly finished spaces.
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J ennv Wu Jenny Wu is a classically trained architect who uses her background in avant-gar-

e ; .+ Ovler W de structural design as inspiration for her line of 3D wearables. Her pieces are an
f"m( . 1% (: i . incredible showcase of how large-scale vision can translate to small-scale design, all

Collaborative & Founder &

coming to life using a 3D production process. Jenny is a testament to makers and
visionaries who see the opportunity to innovate across platforms, combine skill sets,
Los Angeles, CA and experiment with new tools to bring forth the next generation of big thinking
and creative production.

Design Director LACE

« daket

Todd Bertsch Todd Bertsch, VP and Director of Design at HOK, was the lead designer and chief visionary

) . . i behind One Porsche Drive, a LEED certified building in Atlanta that is the new home of
Director of Design, HOK Porsche Cars North America. Todd infused notions of innovative design by constructing a
Adanta, GA high performance landmark building of exposed concrete, metal and glass to integrate
connected spaces and a revolutionary track that runs underneath and through the building.
“Good design is something that stirs your imagination, your passion, and challenges and
nurtures the best things that we have to offer as human beings.” -Bertsch says.

Watch these videos
directly on your phone.

Or go to dwell.com/poweredbydesign
to hear more from these amazing visionaries.

Download the Hover over the Images come to
Blippar app images above life on your phone



2015 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. 2015 Cayenne S E-Hybrid acceleration 0-60 mph in 4.1 seconds with optional Sport Chrono Package.

Mobil ki & A LIN | porscheusa.com/cayenne

It feels electric because it is.

Introducing the Porsche Cayenne S E-Hybrid. The first in its class

to combine the soul-stirring performance standard in every Porsche
with the innovative efficiency of a plug-in hybrid. With race-bred
handling, a top track speed of 151 mph (78 mph in an all-electric
mode), there's no mistaking that the Cayenne S E-Hybrid has the
spirit of a high-performing sports car that delivers a charge to

your soul. Porsche. There is no substitute.

PORSCHE




Make It Yours

Command Center A

The LED lighting in the slide is just one of
the high-tech elements in the house that
can be adjusted from a smartphone or
tablet. A computer system in the basement
controls the screens in the house as well as
the security and heating systems.

my house

Made in the Shade A

The Conine family engineered the stain-
less-steel chain-mail mesh curtain system
themselves using bedsheets to mock up
the design. In the final version, a sunscreen
with grommets from Whiting & Davis
blocks the blazing sun while standing up to
the strong winds of the Jackson Hole valley.

<« Triple Decker

Compact bedrooms mean more space for
communal areas. The room designed
for the Conine’s daughter boasts a custom
three-level bunkbed for sleepovers. The
wool rug is by Chandra, the bedding is by
Coyuchi, the desk is by Misewell, and the
chair is by Jonathan Adler.

<« Charging Station

Rooftop Sunpower X-Series solar panels
installed by Creative Energies of Victor,
Idaho, generate about a third of the energy
for the house over the course of the year.
On clear, sunny summer days, they can
provide energy for the entire house.
Another green feature, the planted roof,
was inspired by a trip to Norway. o
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Tuning In

Sound and vision coalesce to create
the ultimate acoustic experiences.

TEXT BY

Bill Leebens
ILLUSTRATIONS BY
Julien Pacaud
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Until the arrival of the phonograph
nearly 140 years ago, the only way to
have music in the home was to perform
it. Royals and the wealthy supported
composers and performers to provide
entertainment in their manor houses
and castles; their residences often fea-
tured music rooms, where instrumen-
talists were presented front and center,
like artwork on display. Other abodes
placed the musicians in a separate
room or loft, acoustically connected to
grand halls to provide discreet accom-
paniment for banquets and events.
0ddly enough, that dichotomy—show
off the music, or hide it—still exists,
even in our modern, electronic era.

In the early days of phonographs
and radios, the novelty of the devices >
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ensured they would receive pride of
place in the home. Accordingly, styling
was ornate and dramatic, full of
Victorian and Edwardian flourishes.
The wealthy could buy massive con-
soles, reaching a peak with a 1929
Victrola costing $1,750 at the time
when a Ford Model A started at $380.
(A less-conspicuous Victrola tabletop
phonograph could be had then for $15.)

The end of World War II brought a
glut in manufacturing production
capacity and of surplus electronic com-
ponents. Add in a large number of
war-trained electronic designers and
technicians, growth in disposable
income, and Columbia’s 1948 launch
of the LP record, and you get a boom
in home-entertainment products.

As hi-fi and television became popu-
lar in the '50s, devices that had previ-
ously been hidden in racks or confined
to laboratories entered living rooms.
Again, novelty ensured these devices
would be seen—and the giant theater-
style horn loudspeakers, black metal
boxes, and rack mounts that early hi-fi
hobbyists brought home from theaters
and radio stations were no longer
acceptable. Aesthetics became an
important consideration in choosing
the devices, and while Early American
or Louis Quatorze speaker-and-equip-
ment cabinets appeared, others led the
way with modern design.

One of the pioneers of what we today
call “high-end audio” was Saul Marantz.
Graphic designer Marantz’s electronics
featured gold faceplates and elegant
typography, which is still emblematic " : , .
of his products 60 years later. Charles Technical products like hi-fi fit more

L R A easily into all kinds of surroundings than
speakers for Stephens Tru-Sonic, Inc., > 4 i "
those old furniture look-alike ones.

—Dieter Rams, designer

PHOTOS COURTESY BRAUN (SK 4/10 RADIO PHONOGRAPH), 1STDIBS (D 44000 PARAGON), EAMES OFFICE 2015 (STEPHENS-TRUSONIC, INC.)

Machine
Age

Iconic audio

designs through
the years, from
phonographs
to BI (1956
o uetOOth Model 1 Preamplifier SK 4/10 Radio Phonograph by Speaker by the Eames Office JBLD 44000 Paragon
speakers. by Saul Marantz Dieter Rams and Hans Gugelot for Stephens-Trusonic, Inc. by Arnold Wolf
for Braun
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T3 pocket radio by
Dieter Rams for Braun

80

but Arnold Wolf’s speakers for JBL were
more influential in the marketplace.
Wolf’s designs, such as the Paragon,
were expanses of subtly curved woods
reminiscent of George Nakashima or
Finn Juhl’s furniture. Worldwide, Dieter
Rams’s simple, spare electronics for
Braun adopted an industrial aesthetic,
which still shapes products by Apple
and other design-centric companies,
and are wildly sought-after objects.
“Technical products like hi-fi fit

e

more easily into all kinds of surround-
ings than those old furniture look-alike
ones,” Rams says. His designs mim-
icked the changes seen in technology
by replacing wood-grain and cloth
grilles with laminates, paint, and perfo-
rated metal grilles. “People listen to
music differently today; I would design
according to that new way of listening
and the new technology.”

As mono turned to stereo, and space
had to be found for two speakers,

Radiofonografo by Achille
and Pier Giacomo
Castiglioni for Brionvega

Beovox 2500 speakers
by Bang & Olufsen

Totem stereo system
by Mario Bellini for Brionvega

“bookshelf” units such as those pio-
neered by Acoustic Research became
the norm. Speaker design turned away
from large, sculptural forms designed
for the center of the room to rectangular
boxes of standard sizes and proportions,
which could be relegated to floors,
corners—and shelves.

Similarly, as transistors replaced
vacuum tubes, electronic components
could be enclosed or hidden away, as
the need for ventilation became less
crucial. Today’s amplifiers are small
and cool-running enough that they can
be built into speaker cabinets.

Now, massive, conspicuous ampli-
fiers and loudspeakers are primarily the
domain of audiophiles, who proudly
display their equipment as they would
a Henry Moore sculpture or a Ferrari.
With that in mind, audiophile gear
often features dramatic styling and
elaborate machining.

The majority of “normal” homeown-
ers, however, prefer equipment that
will either blend in with their furnish-
ings or disappear altogether, a need
made more urgent by the rise in home
theater systems with five or even seven
channels of speakers. Although the style
dates back to the '50s, Bose popularized
tiny speakers for mid- and high frequen-
cies, with a single woofer enclosure
handling the bass—which many feel
compromises sound quality. Some con-
temporary makers of quality speakers
offer designs for in-ceiling, in-wall,
and on-wall applications, offering solu-
tions for custom installations.

Somewhere in between the two
worlds is long-established Danish
manufacturer Bang & Olufsen, whose
products are clearly designed to be
showpieces and often feature >

1970
L-100 bookshelf speakers
by Arnold Wolf for JBL
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motorized, moving elements. The
industrial designer is king at B&O;
speaker designers, for example, are
presented with a form determined by
an industrial designer, and must design
the acoustic and electrical characteris-
tics of the speaker to accommodate the
predetermined form. Such a process

is the reverse of most speaker-design
methods, which begin with enclosure
volumes and radiation characteristics,
and derive the overall form from those.
“The way people experience sound at
home has evolved significantly since
our doors opened 90 years ago,” says
Tue Mantoni, CEO of Bang & Olufsen.
“But our attitude toward design remains
constant. We emphasize user conve-
nience and emotional appeal, as well
as the integration and domestication
of technology.”

The strongest trend in home audio is
in wireless, multiroom systems and, to
that end, many well-established audio
manufacturers are developing systems
to compete with the hugely popular
Sonos, probably the biggest audio suc-
cess story of the past 20 years. Physical
media such as LPs, tapes, and CDs
required the user to change them peri-
odically; digital downloads and stream-
ing audio no longer require an
“attendant,” and inter-house setups can
provide different music in every room.

Times change, tastes change, and
technologies change, but the desire for
music in the home remains universal. o

“We emphasize user convenience
and emotional appeal.” —Tue Mantoni,
CEO of Bang & Olufsen

1972 1981 1987
Beogram 4000 record JVC RC-M90 boom box Acoustic Mass speakers Wall-mounted CD player Play:1 Buetooth speaker
player by Jacob Jensen for by Bose by Naoto Fukasawa for Muji by Sonos

Bang & Olufsen
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This LivingHome, by Ray Kappe, FAIA, was installed in one day.

So were most of these.

Modern, LEED® Platinum level single and multifamily homes. Faster, higher quality and for less cost.
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Sound

Off

Five products that
turn the listening
experience up to 11.
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The Minimalist

The tiny Lepai LP-2020A+ amplifier can be
found on Amazon for an amazing $25—less
than you'd pay in shipping for other equip-
ment—and provides enough power for
modest speakers like the Dayton Audio
B652s, available online for $40, among the
best speakers available for under $100 per
pair. The Lepai is compatible with Bluetooth
adapters, preamps for record players, and
even CD players. lepai.us

Y

Digital Audio Devotee

The Zero 1, made by the Ge

nan company
Avantgarde Acoustic, contains a complete

digital audio system within the speakers’

polyethylene cabinets. AirPort Express can

o

e used to connect the speakers to
source. Each cabinet contains a DAC (digi-
tal-to-analog converter), allowing direct

connection to digital sources; the signal is

then routed through a digital cro
network and DSP (digital signal proc

ovelr

ing), which can correct for room acoustic
The three speaker drivers each have their
own power amplifiers, and the two speak-
ers communicate via radio link. $18,500
per pair. avantgarde-acoustic.de

The Vinyl Lover

Why not commit to a turntable built to last
a lifetime? The Scout Jr. by VPl is a newly
introduced, simplified version of the popu-
lar Scout turntable that has been made for

scade. The Scout Jr. is a belt-drive

overac

turntable with a fully isolated Al

nous motor, a nine-inch stainle
tonearm, and a premounted Ortofon 2M

Red cartridge. A separate phono preamp is
needed. Scout Jr. isn’t cheap, but it repre-

M

llent value: Many products from

sents e

VPI's initial production runs are still in daily

use. $1,499. vpiindustries.com

The Audiophile

To some, speakers are the most alluring
part of any audio system, and for most
audiophiles, the stark, machined-aluminum
enclosures of the | Mk Il loud
speakers are eqt I alth f

jet. Where most

together fiber-boa

ture aluminum sk oJgk: | skins and are

bolted

speaker drivers

the }
phragm of diamond-coated beryllium for
maximum rigidity and sound transmission

Pricing matches

he stratospheric asy

¢ or
DL

tions at

29,000 per pair. magico.net

The Newbie

Peachtree Audio’s Deepblue2 is a Bluetooth
speaker, like hundreds of others, but this

f

igh-quality audic

heavy one-piece system sounds more like

expect. Deepblue2

including a central woofer,

power. There's an optical d

nput for connection to a CD player or other
digital source, but even YouTube sounds
terrific using aptX Bluetooth compression

technology. Its $399 price may seem higt

for a Bluetooth sf but giver

ity, performance, and versatility, it's a dea

peachtreeaudio.com
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Join the American Society of Interior Designers at
this exclusive event as we honor the individuals and organizations
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renovation

TEXT BY
William Lamb

Home for Good

A couple turns a cramped Montreal Dossimigas o
quadruplex into a spacious and | PROJECT

Résidence Saint-Vallier

flexible family home on the very mncwTECT
ouln lardi
street where one of them grew up.

Architecture-Environnement
btae.ca

LOCATION

Montreal, Quebec

When Molly Alexander and
Graeme Anthony were looking
for a house to renovate for their
growing family—including
five-year-old Chloe, seen
here—they didn't expect
e to-finditrightnext door to
Alexander’s owni«childhood
home. The light-filled sanctu-
ary theyreated features vin-
tage'Singer sewing stools at
(the American walnut-topped
kitchenislandyd hanging
s from Ikea.
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renovation

By the end of the aughts, Molly
Alexander and Graeme Anthony were
getting restless in the Victorian that
they had owned since their 20s in
Montreal’s lively Plateau neighborhood.
Their son, Max, was five, and Alexander
says she had grown “tired of having
drunks lying on my stoop and yelling at
three o’clock in the morning. I was like,
‘T'm over this.”

The couple had long entertained a
fantasy of buying a multiunit building
in La Petite-Patrie—a gentrifying, for-
merly working-class neighborhood
northwest of downtown, where
Alexander had grown up—and renovat-
ing it into a spacious family home.
One Saturday in 2009, they visited
Alexander’s childhood home, where her
mother, Patricia, still lived, and saw a
For Sale sign on an unremarkable four-
unit building next door.

They put in a bid the next day, despite
what Alexander encountered when she
went inside: a warren of light-starved
rooms and a series of questionable dec-
orating choices, including a hot-pink
wall and garish artificial grass on an
upstairs balcony. A series of cheap reno-
vations had stripped the building,
which dates to the 1920s, of any period
charm, making it easy for the couple to
gut the inside and start from scratch.
“We didn’t say, ‘Oh, maybe we’ll keep a
wooden beam,” says Alexander, a union
organizer. “The idea was: The uglier, >

88

A staircase beneath a skylight Petite-Patrie neighborhood,

at the center of the house sac- but transform it into a spa-
rificed square footage, but cious family home plus rental
made up for it by adding unit (top left). In the kitchen,
much-needed light to a for- slate-gray Ikea cabinets and a
merly dark home (left). The KitchenAid refrigerator pro-
homeowners wanted to keep vide a sleek counterpoint to
the traditional quadruplex American walnut floors with
structure typical of the a matte lacquer finish (above).
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HEIGHT-ADJUSTABLE
STANDING DESK

SWITCH FROM SITTING TO STANDING IN VARIDESK® is an affordable, height-adjustable desk that lets you switch

easily between sitting and standing as you work. It ships fully assembled and
ready-to-use, o you can just place it on top of your existing desk and you're

ready to go. Models start at just $275. Order online or call 800-990-0339.

VARIDESK com

WORK ELEVATED

US Patent #8671853 | US & Foreign Patents Pending,
*According to December 2014 Customer Survey; N=2166. ©2015 VARIDESK®. All Rights Reserved.







PHOTOS BY JAMIE CHUNG (VIDEO TOUR), MATTHEW WILLIAMS (SMART OUTDOORS), MICHAEL GRAYDON & NIKOLE HERRIOT (NUMBER CRUNCH)

July/August

Number
Crunch

The Facts on Smart Homes

In our first-ever issue dedicated to smart
homes, we visit tech-savvy residences from
Virginia to California. Online, we reveal

the statistics behind smart-tech trends to
see how soon you can expect a connected
home to arrive on your block.
dwell.com/smart-home-stats

4

| | ¢
o e, e s

= T © & PN
o -

e

Video Tour

Watch a Legendary Maker at Work
MclIntosh Laboratory has handcrafted
some of the most trusted audio equipment
on the market for more half a century

(p. 96). Head online for a behind-the-
scenes look at the company’s storied
heritage, including their role at Woodstock.
dwell.com/mcintosh-laboratory

Smart Outdoors

The Founder of a Garden Tech Startup
Shares His Mission

When Charles Willson travels for work,
he keeps tabs on his prized Napa garden
with a tap of his smartphone (p.124).
Learn all about connected landscaping
systems, and check out an interview with
the CEO and founder of garden monitor
startup Edyn, online.
dwell.com/smart-tech-garden

By Ear

10 Speaker Systems We Love

From phonographs to Bluetooth, we
recapped over 100 years of audio tech-
nology (p. 76). Now, discover the latest in
acoustic design and performance in our
complete guide to contemporary speakers.
dwell.com/10-speakers

Follow the team around the
modern world on Twitter,
Facebook, and Instagram!
dwell.com/follow

Ao ~.digital world ™
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Floor-to-ceiling Alumilex
windows framed by curtains
in fabric designed by Kristine
Mandsberg for Ikea are the
focal point of the living room,
creating an airy sanctuary

in what was once dark and
cramped quarters (above).
Among the family heirlooms
on display are a pair of

Hans Wegner Shell chairs
from 1963, a rug picked up

on vacation in Tibet (right),
and a coffee table made

by one of the homeowners’
grandfathers; modern touches
include an Isao chair by Mitz
Takahashi with a tiger camo-
flauge print pillow by Petite
Patrie (below).

“We wanted the back to be as much ‘window’
as possible.” —Graeme Anthony, resident

the better; the cheaper I can get it, the
better—because I wanted to rip it down.”

Alexander and Anthony, the manager
and shoe buyer at a men’s streetwear
clothing store called Off the Hook,
wasted little time finding the right
architect. Anthony recalled taking Max
to a birthday party at the renovated
home of Alexandre Blouin, a founder
of the Montreal firm Blouin Tardif, and
being impressed with how the architect
had opened up an older structure. “I
don’t think we even talked about hiring
anybody else,” Anthony says.

Blouin designed a rectangular stair-
case at the center of the house, position-
ing it beneath an operable skylight that
draws in sunshine that otherwise would
have struggled to penetrate the core of
the building, which is 50 feet deep. The
kitchen was moved from the rear of
the house closer to the middle, freeing up
space at the back for a new sitting room
and a set of floor-to-ceiling windows.

A shallow crawl space beneath the
house was excavated and turned into a
finished basement, with a new family
room and a door that opens onto a patio
where a driveway used to be. A steel
footbridge provides direct access to the
main level from the garden.

The renovation, executed while
Alexander was pregnant with the couple’s
second child, took about nine months
and was completed in the summer of
2011. Alexander and Anthony share a >
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...inspired by Spark Modern Fires. Designed and engineered to be extraordinary. SPARK
See our photo gallery at www.sparkfires.com or 866.938.3846 modern fires

Z@% Arakawa

HANGING SYSTEMS

Arakawa Hanging Systems, USA Inc. (AHS) has
been based in Portland, OR since 1986 and is a
distributor for Arakawa & Co. LTD in Tokyo, Japan.
For more than 25 years Arakawa has relentlessly
pursued our goals of creating safe, flexible and
attractive solutions for suspending everything
from artwork to shelving and beyond.

1.888.ARAKAWA
ARAKAWAGRIP.COM
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At the rear of the house, exte-
rior steel cladding by Vicwest
updates the look of the facade,
while a steel footbridge con-
nects the garden to the main
floor of the house (above).

The new family room in the
finished basement—in what
was once a crawlspace—opens
up onto a planted patio that

replaces a driveway (right).
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Résidence Saint-Vallier
Floor Plan

Master Bedroom
Walk-in Closet
Master Bathroom
Laundry Room
Bedroom
Bathroom

Living Room
Kitchen

Dining Room
Rental Unit
Vestibule

Family Room
Work Room
Storage

Cold Storage
Office
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generously sized master suite at the
back of the second floor, while Max, 11,
and Chloe, five, each have a room at the
front, with a shared balcony.

Signs of happy children at play
abound—but more in the form of errant
toys than paint colors or permanent
architectural features. “I was very con-
scious when we were designing the
house to not design it for children,”
Anthony says, “because 10 years from
now they’re not going to be kids.”

The decision to design with the
future in mind makes the house a flex-
ible space that Alexander and Anthony
conceived as a landing spot for the long
term. “I wanted to live in a place where
I could get old,” Alexander says. “When
the kids are teenagers, the house works
for that. The kids move out, I can still
live here. The idea was: The place is
ours regardless of how life changes.” o

JULY/AUGUST 2015 DWELL



From canvas to can
to your creation

Every Devine Color was hand-crafted
by an artist to enhance light and
complement natural materials.

Creamy Wall Coatings
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2015 Builder/Remodeler Award Winner

OPEN EXCLUSIVELY TO

NATIONAL KITCHEN & BATH $75 early bird fee (per project) - for entries received between June 1 -July 17, 2015.
ASSOCIATION MEMBERS. $90 regular fee (per project) - for entries received between July 18-August 14, 2015.
Not a member? , S ,

Uiait Enter Online Today>> NKBA.org/Competition

Follow Us: SILVER SPONSOR DIAMOND SPONSOR

CaDwe® | 2020 Ry ZENN-AR




High Fidelity

Mcintosh Laboratory,

long revered by audiophiles,
maintains a dedication

to American manufacturing.

TEXT BY
Diana Budds
PHOTOS BY
Jamie Chung

The majority of consumer
electronics manufacturing
has moved overseas, but
McIntosh Laboratory has kept
its production stateside. Every
step of making its wares—
like screen printing glass face-
plates—takes place in its
Binghamton, New York, factory.

96

In an age where electronics are often
viewed as disposable commodities and
planned obsolescence is rote, McIntosh
is an aberration—a business that
believes in building devices that last,
that are worth fixing, and that are
intended to be passed down from gen-
eration to generation. This ethos has
fueled the company since Frank
McIntosh and Gordon Gow created the
pioneering brand in 1949.

Originally based in Silver Spring,
Maryland, McIntosh Laboratory relo-
cated to Binghamton, New York, in 1956.
Design, manufacturing, and testing
take place under one roof, where more
than 150 employees create hi-fi ampli-
fiers, speakers, and tuners, among other
electronics, that have earned the outfit
a cult following—and command price
tags to match. (The recently launched

MHAT100 headphone amplifier runs
about $4,500, and the headphones will
set you back $2,000.) While McIntosh
may not be a household name, you
might recognize the Wall of Sound it
created for the Grateful Dead’s 1974 tour
or the unmistakable blue glow of the
amplifiers—its signature product—from
your audiophile uncle’s stereo setup.
Today, McIntosh is one of the few
electronics companies that still manu-
facture in the United States. The median
tenure of employees is about 17 years,
and while computer-operated machines
have taken over some of the circuit-
board building and glass cutting, much
takes place by hand: delicate soldering,
metal stamping and folding, screen print-
ing, painting, winding transformers,
assembly, and testing. Here, we share
images from a recent factory visit. >
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The company is best known
for its amplifiers. They receive
power via transformers, which
are shown in various stages of
assembly (top left). First, an
elaborate hand-operated

machine (top right) wraps wire
around a bobbin. Layers of
steel are affixed around the
coil. The transformer is set
into metal housing, which is
then filled with tar.

A water-jet cutter (bottom
right) applies 60,000 PSI to
precisely carve out apertures
for glass faceplates. Garnet
dust is added to the water to
yield finer results.

Circuit boards await the qual-
ity control department’s eagle
eye (bottom left). Every com-
ponent undergoes rigorous
testing before placement into
a product. >
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The Dwell Store sources timeless n:ew designs from leading furniture brands around the world, including
Skargaarden, based in Sweden on the Baltic Coast. Named after a tranquil fishing village, the Reso Collection
comesina variety of colorful finishes and complements the rest of their impressive outdoor offering. 5
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focus

Over the years, McIntosh has
-~ added computer-controlled
machines to its assembly
“Tine, like this one, which
churns out abaut 5,000
circuit boards per month. > o,

' .
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“I have two systems with Mcintosh gear, and the blue lights have become part of the
room and part of the music. It’s like being hungry late at night and driving the streets
looking for anything that’s open. Then you see the Open neon sign in a window, and

100 it’s suddenly the best place on earth.” —Henry Rollins, former Black Flag front man




LollEoh Bunk Bed | Circe Sofa/Queen Bed |

180 sq ft of space with 600 sq ft of function.
Living room + dining for eight + bedroom for four in 180 beautiful square feet? That's one powerfully functional space.
60+ customizable solutions designed and made in Italy by clei: the global leader in transformable furniture design
for over 50 years. Available exclusively from Resource Furniture. Many items in stock for immediate delivery.

969 Third Avenue @ 58" Street | NYC | 212.753.2039
314 North Crescent Heights Blvd. @ Beverly Bivd. | LA | 323.655.0115 RESOU RCE FU R N ITU R E
300 Kansas Street | Suite 105 | 16" Street Entrance | SF | 415.872.9350 . . . . . .

resourcefurniture.com SPACE. REINVENTED®

New York | Los Angeles | San Francisco | Toronto | Vancouver | Calgary | Montreal | Mexico City
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We’re Hitting the Road

Experience luxury Monogram appliances as we visit cities across the U.S.

MONOGRAM e
MODERN HOME dwell

P

Go to dwell.com/monogram to get more details about where the home will be stopping i
near you and follow #MonogramModern to get the latest updates!

#MonogramModern
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Machines have streamlined all of the metal used to house Completed units await boxing original hue. McIntosh will
some aspects of circuit board is products (top right). Silk (bottom left). Incandescent service any of its machines,
production, but the final sol- screens are stored in speed bulbs once produced the iconic  no matter how old. Lightbulb
dering happens by hand (top racks and labeled by model blue glow. Now it comes cour- replacement, of all things, is

left). McIntosh cuts and folds and ink color (bottom right). tesy of LEDs calibrated to the the most common repair. O JULY/AUGUST 2015 DWELL
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big idea

Sl m p I e r Robust materials and a flexible floor plan
help the owners of an Australian vacation

Tl meS home reap maximum rewards.

104

TEXT BY

Diana Budds
PHOTOS BY
Sean Fennessy

PROJECT

Merricks Beach House
ARCHITECT

Kennedy Nolan
kennedynolan.com.au
LOCATION

Merricks Beach, Australia

Rachel Nolan and Steven
Farrell’s weekend house is
located a couple of blocks from
the beach on Australia’s
Mornington Peninsula. Built
with passive principles in
mind, the low-slung structure
features double-thick brick
walls for thermal massing. The
vertical wood cladding is
unfinished spotted gum, a
local timber. >
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The appeal of a getaway just an hour’s
drive south of bustling Melbourne has
lured many to Merricks Beach, a small
seaside community on Australia’s
Mornington Peninsula. Originally farm-
land, the area experienced a brief build-
ing boom in the 1960s, when vacation
homes sprouted among the dirt roads
and gum trees. Little has been developed
since then, and the enclave retains its
pastoral appeal; few houses and even
fewer vacant lots end up on the market.
So when architect Rachel Nolan and her
husband, Steven Farrell—longtime visi-
tors to the area—discovered an empty
parcel in 2010, they immediately
scooped it up and hatched plans to
build a modest weekend retreat.

Nolan and her business partner,
Patrick Kennedy, established their
Melbourne practice, Kennedy Nolan,

16 years ago and have since developed
a diverse portfolio of projects, ranging
from residences and schoolyards to
mixed-use developments. Their work

106

expresses the modernist principles of
rationality, utility, and sensitivity to
location. When it came to designing a
vacation home of Nolan’s own, those
principles remained paramount.

“We thought carefully from the start
about what is different about the ‘week-
ender, about how we experience time
away from our city life,” Nolan says.
“This house had to make us feel a certain
way. There are emotional associations
from when you're on holiday as a child,
and those things that appeal to your
senses oI memories are quite evocative
when you think about how you're going
to live in a particular place.”

Beyond the intangible, the house

needed to fulfill certain practical criteria.

It had to be inexpensive to build, easy
to maintain, and durable enough to
withstand heavy use. Nolan and Farrell
wanted to rent out the place when they
weren’t using it, a decision that guided
the design from the start. For example,
they originally specified a complex >

A no-fuss sensibility perme-
ates the house. For example,
the utilitarian kitchen has
laminate cabinets, a stainless-
steel countertop, and a Miele
stove and dishwasher. The
refrigerator is by Fisher &
Paykel. No. 18 chairs from
Thonet and a reclaimed-hard-
wood table are stationed atop
a vintage Persian soumak rug
from Turkey.
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To The Trade

72

5% humidity
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In 1902 Carrier introduced the
world to modern air condition-
ing. Today, with the Cor Wi-Fi
thermostat, Carrier has reimag-
ined home comfort once again.
Easy-to-use, highly adaptable,
and efficient, the Cér thermostat
can help you save on heating
and cooling costs by monitoring
conditions inside and out with
its intuitive software and helpful
energy-use reports. The Cér

ZILLOW

Get inspired with millions

of magazine-quality photos

of homes for sale or for rent on
Zillow. Search our home design
section to discover inspired
ideas for all kinds of room types,
budgets, colors, and styles.

Thinking about making a move?
Browse home listings in your area
and beyond with Zillow's easy-to-
use search tools.

thermostat is flexible enough to
work with almost any brand of
home comfort system. Optimize
the performance of your standard
system with superior control and
energy management. The Cor
thermostat, exclusively from

your local Carrier expert.

TO THE TRADE
800-CARRIER
carrier.com/cor

Because you're not just looking
for a house. You're looking for
a place for your life to happen.

Zillow. Find your way home.

TO THE TRADE
zillow.com

HAVE FUN

TH PLANTS!

Living Wall Planter 2 is not just
more affordable, it is better in
every way. Easier to use, higher
performance, more adaptable,
sexier, and greener. Now vertical
gardening is within reach of every
gardener from brown thumbs

to green, from beginners to
professionals. So, be inspired
and have more fun with plants!
Made in the USA from

INTRODUCING
WILSONART QUARTZ

What else can you say about
Wilsonart Quartz? How about:
versatile, consistent, translucent,
ambiguous, hard, shiny, modern,

colorful, cool to the touch, resilient.

Inspired by the places and the
people of our journeys around the
world, this new luxurious Quartz
collection is the embodiment of
leading-edge global design and
state-of-the-art manufacturing.

100 percent recycled milk jugs.
Professional features include:
advanced automatic irrigation
options, sturdy, extreme-weather
HDPE?2 shell, off-site planting
options, and quick, no-hassle
plant swapping.

TO THE TRADE
woollypocket.com

We invite you to discover all that
is possible for your next design
or project. Be it in your home,

an office, hotel, or resort. Come,
explore new surfaces.

TO THE TRADE
wilsonart.com/quartz




To instill a soft juxtaposition to
the brick and concrete in the
house, Nolan specified
Hycraft's Carramar wool carpet
in the living area (above). Set a
step down, the “pit,” as Nolan
refers to it, receives the low
winter sun but is shielded
from harsh summer rays by
the deep eaves. The ledge
becomes a casual seating area.
“The idea is not needing too
much furniture for the house
to work,” Nolan says. The sofa
is from Melbourne’s Jardan,
the floor lamp is Ikea, and the
rocking chair is vintage. In
winter, the family often gath-
ers around the Nectre wood
stove, the sole heating element
in the house (left).
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folding-door system but scrapped the
idea, favoring ease of use over esoteric
details. “If we were renting to someone
who didn’t know how to use that, it
would easily break,” Nolan explains.
Nolan and Kennedy selected robust
materials, such as concrete, brick, and
spotted gum and tea tree wood, that
are likely to hold up to a parade of rent-
ers while staying true to the firm’s sig-
nature sensibility. “Materials are a big
part of the practice and what we call
‘handmade modernism’—that strength
that comes from something being built
by somebody, not machine-made,”
Nolan says. She and Kennedy avoided
fragile finishes in favor of surfaces that
would weather and build character—
“materials that really hold their beauty
and age in a lovely way,” Nolan says.
She used drywall only on the ceiling.
Environmental responsibility and
privacy were at the heart of Nolan,
Kennedy, and Farrell’s vision. The
architects optimized the structure’s >
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VARIDESK is a simple and
affordable height-adjustable desk
that gives users the freedom to
switch easily between sitting and
standing throughout the workday.
VARIDESK works with your existing
furniture and comes fully assem-
bled and ready to use right out

of the box—no tools required.

There are nine models to choose
from, so whether you're in a cubicle

2
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VE
WINE
And advance your décor.
Sub-Zero wine preservation
systems are built to protect
wine and the integrity of
your home design. Now
available in a greater range
of sizes and configurations
than ever before, from 15"

to 30".

or a corner office, you can
easily stand with VARIDESK.
Models start at $275. To learn
more, visit the website.

TO THE TRADE
varidesk.com

Uncork the whole story on
our wesbite.

TO THE TRADE
subzero.com

For over 50 years, Western
Window Systems has been
designing and manufacturing
custom door and window
systems that dramatically
transform space by expanding
interiors and bringing indoor
and outdoor spaces together.

Featuring specialized sizes,
standardized sets, and massive

At TOTO, we're always inspired
by a desire to improve people’s
lives. We've created the Aero
Shower to offer users a lavish
experience while respecting our
precious water supply. Aero-Jet
air injection technology increases
water volume by adding air to
each droplet—resulting in an
invigorating shower while using
less water than a standard
showerhead or handshower.

dimensions exceeding

12 feet in height, our multi-
slide and bi-fold doors, window
walls, and hinged windows

are available in a variety of
materials and finishes for
unlimited design possibilities.

TO THE TRADE
westernwindowsystems.com

Available in both classic and
modern styles, Aero Showers
are eco-luxury defined.

TO THE TRADE
800-350-TOTO
totousa.com
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Merricks Beach House
Floor Plan

Entry/Storage
Bunk Room

Deck

Bedroom

Bathroom
Kitchen-Dining Area
Barbecue Area
Living Area
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Made from Tasmanian oak,
the bunk beds, covered in
Kivet duvets by Marimekko,
can accommodate four (right).
A Hunter Pacific fan cools the
master bedroom, which has a
custom hardwood bed (below).

orientation and ensured cross ventila-
tion to keep heating and cooling to a
minimum—and also to block views
from passersby. “People park and walk
around, so it feels like a little country
town,” Nolan says. “It really had to be
private from the get-go.” To that end,
the single-story, 670-square-foot house
wraps around a central courtyard, the
main outdoor gathering space. Nolan
and Kennedy restricted floor-to-ceiling
windows to the inward-facing sections
and kept most of the street side
opaque. Deep eaves shield the glazing,
allowing Nolan and Farrell to forgo
drapes and blinds. Rooftop solar panels
produce energy for the house—"Kind
of a no-brainer,” Nolan says.

For Nolan, Farrell, and their three
children—Ignatius, Nell, and Clare—
time in Merricks Beach is about togeth-
erness and flexibility, priorities that are
reflected in the open layout of their
home. The kitchen, dining area, and
living room flow together so that people

can easily converse throughout the
house. When the sliding glass doors
are opened, the space merges with the
courtyard and becomes an expansive
indoor-outdoor room.

To further the classic Australian-
weekender vibe, Nolan and Farrell out-
fitted a spacious room with four bunk
beds. “A bunk is so exciting for the kids,”
Nolan says. The room, set away from
the central living area, has become a
secondary lounging and play area for
the children, where horsing around
needn’t interfere with the adults’ enjoy-
ment. “We wanted the opportunity to
have two types of living rooms because
there’s <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>