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the  building  and  ̂ furniture  was  $250,000.  Messrs.  John 
Middleton,  A.  A.  Selover  and  E.  V.  Joice  wer6  the  enter- 

prising projectors,  builders  and  owners  of  this  superb  con- 
cern. The  tables  were  supplied  with  ever)  imaginable 

luxury,  and  the  boarders  were  of  the  wealthiest  and  most 

respected  inhabitants  and  visitors  of  the  city.  This  house, 
with  its  contents,  was  destroyed  in  the  fire  of  May  371 851, 

and  although  it  has  been  rebuilt  several  times,  after  re- 
peated conflagrations,  it  never  resumed  its  original  character. 

It  is  now  (1854)  occupied  below  as  an  extensive  billiard- 
room  and  drinking-saloon,  while  the  upper  stories  are 

divided  into  comfortable  lodging  apartments.  It  is  a  cele- 
brated resort  for  all  classes  of  politicians,  and  most  of  the 

schemes  affecting  the  interests  of  the  State  and  city  are  here 

concocted.V^  — June  4,  1852. — The  purchase  of  the  new  Jenny  Lind 
Theater  and  Parker  House  for  the  purposes  of  a  City  Hall 

was  another  of  the  Common  Council  jobs  which  excited 

very  much  angry  discussion  at  the  time,  and  which  afforded 
interesting  and  amusing  matter  for  the  newspapers  the 

"Jenny  Lind  Swindle,"  or  sometimes  "Juggle,"  they 
facetiously  called  it,  during  half  a  year.     The  old  City  Hall 

attempted  to  make  a  speech  for  his  cause,  but  the  noise  and 

reproaches  of  the  meeting  effectually  put  him  down.    Sun- 
dry squabbling  and  wordy  sparring  took  place  between  Mr. 

Broderick  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Gihon,  who   was  on    the   occasion 

the  people's  orator;  and  the  meeting  ended  in  hubbub,  riot 
and  confusion.     Little  cared  the  Common  Council  for  such 

proceedings — the  general  ire — the  Mayor's  veto — the  denun- 
ciations and  the  ridicule  of  the  press.     The  matter  was  car- 

ried finally  into  the  Supreme  Court,  at  the  instance  of  some 
public  spirited  citizens,  and  shortly  afterwards  a  judgment 

was  obtained  recognizing  the  right  of  the  city  and  the  Board 

of  Supervisors  to  make  the  purchase.     This  was  forthwith 
done;  and  the  contemplated  alterations  were  speedily  made 

on  the  building,  although  at   a  great  expense.     The  whole 

affair  was  long  a  prolific  subject  for  conversation  and  dis- 
cussion, for  ridicule  and  the  imputation  of  corrupt  motives. 

It  served  to  glorify  the  Council  of  the  year  as  the  notorious 

Aldermen's  salaries  and  medal  pieces  of-  business  had  im- 

mortalized a  previous  party  of  "City  Step-fathers." 
After  the  purchase  was  made  and  the  alterations  com- 

pleted, it  was  found  that  the  new  structure  answered  the 

purpose  intended  better  than  was  at  first  anticipated.     The 

having  been  destroyed  in  the  fire  of  June  22,  1851,  the  vari- .  ̂ ^gituation  is  e^^cellent.     At  the  present  time,  however  (1854), 

ous  municipal  officials  were  compelled  to  get  business  cham^~^it  is  beginning  to  be  discoverrd   that   the  building   is  too 
bers  where  they  could,  for  which  very  high  rents  had  to  be 

paid.     As  the  different  public  officers  were  now  located  in 

separate  parts  of  the  town,  much  inconvenience  was  experi- 
enoed.     The  arrangement  could  only  be  temporary.     The 

rents,  which  were  somewhere  about  forty  thousand  dollars 

per   annum,  formed   a    heavy  tax    upon  the  public;  while 
ground  could  be  bought  and  a  proper  building  erected  by 

the  city  itself  for  about  four  or   five  times   that  amount. 
Several  desirable  sites  could  be  had  in  the  town  on  moderate 

terms,  and  responsible  contractors  were  ready  to  undertake 

the  construction   of  the  "proposed  building  at  fixed  rates, 
which  would  certauily  have  reduced   the  total  cost   below 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

In  these  circumstances,  the  Common  Council,  for  reasons, 

as  the  saying  is,  best  known  to  themselves,  and  in  spite  of 

the  indignant  cries  of  the  citizens  and  the  general  remon- 

strances of  the  press,  determined — in  conjunction  with   the 

small  for  the  increased  business  of  the  city.  Movements  are 

now  making  to  purchase  additional  business  chambers  else- 
where, or  to  include  a  portion  of  the  adjoining  Union  Hotel 

into  the  municipal  establishment.  Doubtless,  before  many 

years  pass,  the  whole  of  either  that  building  or  of  the 

El  Dorado  gambling-saloon  on  the  other  side,  if  not  both, 

will  be  required  for  the  necessary  extension  of  the  City  Hall, 

unless  indeed- it  be  located  in  some  altogether  different  quar- 
ter and  built  anew. 

April,  1854. — The  large  public  saloons,  so  numerous  in 

1849  and  immediately  succeeding  years,  have  become  few~ 
in  number.  *  *  *  The  chief  of  them  are  the  "El  Dorado," 

on  the  Plaza.  *  *  *  These  places  still  exhibit  the  old  las- 

civious pictures  on  the  walls,  while  orchestral  music,  ex- 

cellently performed,  continues  to  allure  the  idle,  the  home- 
less and  family-les^♦»as  to  a  place  of  enjoyment,  where  their 

earnings  are  foolishly  spent.  *  The  cards  are  often  still  dealt 

Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  County,  who  were  to  pay  half     out   and   the   wheels  turned,  or  dice  thrown,  by  beautiful 

the  costs — to  purchase  the  Jenny  Lind  Theater,  and  convert 
it  into  the  proposed  City  HalL 

The  purchase  money  of  the  building  as  it  stood  was  to  be 

$200,000;  while  to  remove  all  the  inside  walls,  leaving  only 

the  outer  ones  standing,  and  to  build  up  the  interior  anew 

properly  fitted  up  for  municipal  purposes,  was  believed  to 

involve  the  expenditure  _Df  nearly  half  as  much  more.  At 

the  same4:ime,  it  was  supposed  that  the  building  when  so* 
altered  ̂ yould  be  only  a  miserable  structure  at  the  best. 
An  audience  authorizing  the  purchase  was  passed  by  large 

majorities  in  both  Council  Boards,  and  sent  to  the  Mayor 

for  approval,  which  was  refused.  Notwithstanding,  the 

Common  Council,  on  the  fourth  of  June,  re-adopted  the 

obnoxious  ordinance,  and  passed  it  by  a  constitutional  and almost  unanimous  vote. 

Meanwhile  the  public  wrath  was  growing  very  clamorous, 

the  more  so' perhaps  that  it  was  impotent.  On  the  evening 
of  the  first  of  June,  one  of  the  usual  mass  a^td  indignation 

meetings  was  held  on  the  Plaza,  where  the  proposed  pur- 

chase was  passionately  denounced.  Mr.  William  A.  Dana 
presided  on  the  occasion.  This  was  one  of  the  most  stormy 

meetings  that  had  ever  been  held  in  the  city.  Hon.  David 
jC.  Broderick,  who  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed  purchase. 

women,  well  skilled  in  the  arts  calculated  to  allure,  betray  _ 

and  ruin  the  unfortunate  men  who  become  their  two  willing-^- 
victims.  ; 

From  the  Evening  Bul/e fin  o(  October  21,  1868:  Earth- 
quake—The  City  Hall  is  in  a  bad  condition, and  the  only 

people  inhabiting  it  at  present  are  the  officers  of  the  Fire 

Department.  The  Courts  are  all  adjourned  and  the  prison- 

ers were  taken  from  the  Station  House  to  the  County  Jail.  ̂ 
A  line  has  been  stretched  across  the  front  to  keep  people 

away.  Several  large  stones  in  the  front  wall  fell  out,  and 
the  entire  structure  may  be  considered  a  wTeck*  ,_ 

From  £xami7ier  oi  October  21,  1868:  The  City  Haix^ 
The  Hall  is  badly  damaged.  The  front  looks  greatly 

dilapidated.  The  inner  walls  are  cracked  and  opened  in 

many  places.  The  Probate  Court  room  and  the  Twelfth 
District  Court  room  are  badly  torn  up,  while  the  upper  story 

is  almost  beyond  repair. 
l-^From  the  Dai/y  Alia  California  of  October  22,  1868:     The   

Results  and  Lessons  of  the  Earthquake.— The  State 

was  visited  yesterday  by  an  earthquake,  and  the  shock  in 

San  Francisco  was  the  most  severe  felt  here  since  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Mission,  ninety-two  years  ago,  with  perhaps  one 

exception,  in  1808,  when  several   adobe  walls  were  throw^i 
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down,  but  of  that  shock  we  know  so  little  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  make  any  satisfactory  comparison  with  it. 

Amidst  the  multitude  of  slight  movements  of  the  earth's 
surface  observed  here  since  1848,  the  only  one  which  did 

any  damage  before  that  oi  yesterday  occurred  on  the  eight 
of  October,  J 865,  when  several  cornices  and  parts  of  green 
brick  walls  were  tlirown  down.  In  that  shock  the  motion 

was  mainly  perpendicular,  and  perhaps  it  was  for  that  reason 
that  the  amount  of  glass  broken  was  far  greater  in  1865  than 

\  hi  the  horizontal  movement  of  r868.  On  the  other  hand, 

more  cornices  were  thrown  down  yesterday. 

The  main  facts  ofHhe  earthqaiake  as  felt  in  this  city,  are 

that  four  persons  were  killed  by  the  falling  of  cornices  and 
chimneys,  that  a  dozen  brick  buildings  on  made  ground  are 

—  shattered  so  that  the}'  are  untenantable;   that  the  cornices » 

of  two  dozen  buildings  have  been  thrown  down,  and  man}' 
walls  were  cracked,  much  plastering  loosened  and  many 

window  panes  broken. 
On  the  other  hand,  no  person   was  serix)usly  injured  in  a 

house,  and  the   great  majority  of  the  buildings  on  the  nat- 
♦  ural  upland  show  no  signs  pf  having  been  damaged  in  the 
least. 

The  spires  of  the  churches,  towers  of  the  Masonic  Temple, 

Merchants'  Exchange  and  Synagogue  Emmanuel,  the  four 
and  five  story  buildings  on  Montgomery  and  Kearny  streets 

are  uninjured. 
The  foundations  of  buildings  should,  on  the  made  ground, 

be  as  solid  as  possible;  and  high  chimneys  should  be  se- 

cured by  iron  bars,  fastened  on  with  bands  and  running 
down  below  to  top  of  wall.  Brick  buildings  should  be  tied 

together  by  strong  irOn  rods,  their  walls  should  be  thick, 
the  best  mortar  should  be  used  and  the  height  should  not 
exceed  thr^e stories. 

Action  of  the  Chamber   Of  Commerce.— TheCham- , 
ber  oF Commerce  held    a  session   in  their  chamber  in  the 

Merchants'  Exchange.     Several   members  spoke  of  the  im- 
portance of  transmitting  correct  intelligence  to  the  East  and 

to  London. 

A  committee  of  four  were  appointed  to  collect  infoimation 
and  make  an  estimate  of  the  probable  loss. 

Messrs.  Otis,  Friedlander,  Ralston  and  Gordon  form  the 
committee. 

These  gentlemen  met  at  one  o'clock  in  the  parlor  of  the 
Bank  of  California  and  prepared  the  following  dispatch: 

"A  severe  shock  of  earthquake  experienced  here  at  7:50 
A.  M.  Considerable  alarm  felt  at  time  of  occurrence.  A 

good  many  buildings  on  made  ground  injured.  " 
-_— iiCustom  house  and  City  Hall,  both  poorly  constructed, 
badly  injured,  and  some  buildings  in  process  of  erection  have 
fallen  in.  Some  parapet  walls  falling  have  caused  the  loss 

of  four  lives.  No  damag^  t1o^M?ll-constructed  buildings^ 
"Total  loss  on  property  will  not  exceed  $300,000. 
The  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  with  the  ap- 

proval of  the  above  committee,  forwarded  the  above  despatch 

immediately  to  the  Chambers*  of  Commerce  in  all  the 
Atlantic,  Western  and  European  cities. 

From  John  S.  Hittell's  History  of  San  Francisco:  Gamb- 
ling was  a  prominent  feature  of  San    Francisco  life   before 

1855.     Among   the  notable   gambling  houses  were  the  El 
Dorado,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Kearny  and  Washington 
streets;  the  Verandah,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Washington; 
the  Bella  Union,  on  the  other  corner;  the  California    Ex- 

change, on  the  northeast  corner  of  Clay  and  Kearny;  the 

•Arcade,  the  Casino  and  tne  Tolka,  on  Clay  and  Commercial streets. 

Among  the  notable  buildings  were  the  Custom  House 

(an  adobe  building  of  one  story  on  the  southwestern  corner 
of  Brenham  place  and  Washington  street),  the  City  Hotel 

(an  adobe  of  one  story  and  a  half  on  the  southwestern  cor- 

ner of  Clay  and  Kearny),  Mr.  Mowry's  dwelling  (one-story 
adobe  on  the  northeastern  corner  of  Broadway  and  Powell) 

the  adobe  residence  of  Senora  Briones  (on  the  northeastern 

corner  of  Powell  and  Filbert)  a  brick  dwelling  on  the  north- 
western corner  of  Washington  and  Powell  (originally  of  two 

stories,  but  now  of  Tour,  two  others  having  been  added  be- 
neath because  the  streets  in  front  of  it  have  been  cut  down 

about  sixteen  feet),  and  the  Parker  House  (which  was  built 
at  a  cost  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  and  rented  at  fifteen 

thousand  dollars  pet  month  as  a  gambling  house),  a  two- 

story  frame  building  on  the  site  of  the  Old  City, Hall,  front- 
ing on  Portsmouth  square.  The  southeastern  corner  of 

Kearny  and  Washington  streets  was  occupied  by  a  large 

tent,  called  the  El  Dorado,  and  that,  too,  was  used  for  gamb- 
ling. The  Parker  House  -was  burned  in  December,  1849, 

and  having  been  rebuilt,  was  conWrted  into  the  Jenny  Lind 

Theator,    Thomas   Maguire   being   the   manager.      It  was 

burned  again  in  May,  1850,  and  in  June  1851,  ahd^ after  The last  firr  the  theater  was  rebuilt  of  brick,  with  a  stone  front, 

which  still  stands  ai>  a  paxtxtf  the  Old  City  HalL   

* * * * 

These  people  did  not  serve  Broderick  for  nothing,  many 

of  thein  received  high  pay,  usually  out  of  the  public  treas- 
ury.    It  was  not  his  policy  to  let   those  who  had  been  his 

friends  go  without  reward,  some  with  office,  some  otherwise. 
When  the  County  Supervisors  and  City  Council,  in  1852 
(the  city  had  then  one  government  and  the  county  another) 
united  to  buy  the  Jenny  Lind  Theater  from  his  friend, 
Thomas  Maguire,  for  twice  as  much  as  the  property-  was 
worth,  he  favored  the  transaction.  It  was  consummated  in 
.defiance  of  a  strong  outburst  of  popular  indignation,  but  not- 
long  afterward  the  value  of  land  advanced  so  much  that  the 
property  was  worth  more  than  had  been,  paid  for  it. 
When  Broderick  sought  to  secure  the  Senatorship  in  1854, 

he  felt  the  want  of  support  of  some  respectable  newspaper 
in  San  Francisco,  and  he  secured  that  of  the  Alia  Calif oryiia, 
which  had  previously  been  his  enemy.  As  it  depended  for 
its  support  mainly  on  the  merchant,  with  whom,  as  a  class, 
he  was  very  unpopular,  the  paper  incurred  serious  risks  by 
advocating  his  cause,  but  a  cash  consideration  was  paid, 
and  consequently  the  County  Supervisors  purchased  the 
Alta  Building  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Washington  street 
and  Brenham  place  for  a  Hall  of  Records,  paying  about  fifty 
thousand,  dollars  in  warrants,  or  the  equivalent  of  forty 

thousand  dolTars  in  gold,  for  it—considerably'more  than  it 
was  worth. -TT 

From  Colville's  Directory,  1857:  The  fire-prcof  brick office  of  the  Alta  California  newspaper  (Washington  street 

and  Brenham  place)  having  been  purchased  for  the^round _sum  of  nearly  $50,000  in  scrip  for  a  Hall  of  Records, 
was  opened  for  that  purpose  on  the  nineteenth  of  July. 
This  is  one  of  the  very  few  evidences  of  any  value  received 
by  the  city  for  all  of  its  vast  expenditures. 

LIPPINCOTT'S  for  February  pontains  the  complete 
novel  ' 'Ground  Swells"  and  in  the  article  on  "Paralysers  of 
Style"  gives  some  much  needed  strictures  on  the  slovenly 
way  of  writing  of  the  present  age;  want  of  grammar,  bad .'  i 
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punctuation  and  such  like  lapses.  The  cry  is  quantity  now 
a  days  not  quality  and  the  high  pressure  speed  at  which 
masses  of  literature  must  be  turned  out  causes  this  want  of 

propriety.  We  are  afraid,  however,  that  while  the  present 
fabric  of  society  exists  no  return  can  be  had  to  the  grand 
old  style  of  the  Elizabethan  Age  in  Literature;  no  more  than 

tftothe  restful  style  of  the  Greeks  or  the  free  style  of  the 
Middle  Ages  in  Architeghire. 

PRACTICAL  STAIR  BUILDING  AISTDTSaNDRAIL- 
INGS  by  the  Square  Section  and  Falling  Line  System  by 

W.  H.  Wood.  London,  E.  &  F.  N.  Spon— New  York. 
Spon  &  Chamberlain,  12  Cortlandt  street. 

In  this  work  is  presented  a  very  full  and  explicit  treatise 
on  stair  building — full  of  practicality  and  illustrated  with 
quite  a  number  of  geometrical  diagrams  elucidating  all  the 

problems  that  arise  in  the^„urse  of  a  stair  builder's  profes- sion treated  in  a  different  manner  than  heretofore.  Being 
both  elementary  and  advanced  it  will  be  found  a  useful 
hand  book  on  the  subject.  The  price  of  the  book  is  $4.i^ 
^hd  can  be  had  from  G.  W.  Alexander,  401  Market  street, 

San  Francisco.  "      "' 

MUNICIPAL  REPORTS,  San  Francisco,  1894-95.— 
Published  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  From  Mr. 

Jno.  A.  Russell  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  San 
Francisco,  we  have  received  the  usual  yearly  reports  of  the 
several  offices  constituting  the  Municipal  Government  in  a 

volumn  of  about  1500  pages,  typography  good  and  arrange- 
ment succinct;  a  reference  book  of  great  value  for  statisti- 

cians. 

The  "Practical  Application  of  DYNAMO  ELECTRIC 

MACHINERY,"  by  McFadden  &  Ray,  price  one  dollar. 
A  handy  little  book  for  all  architects  to  have  with  them, 

explaining  electrical  wiring  and  machinery  in  a  simple  and 
easily  understood  manner. 

Elsewhere  we  have  made  an  extract  from  this  book  to 
show  its  style  and  its  usefulness. 

The  FORTNIGHTLY  for  January.  In  the  "Blessedness 
of  Egoism"  we  are  given  an  account  of  the  philosophy  of 
Maurice  Barres  and  Walter  Pater,  and  the  disgust  with  all 
modern  conventionalities  and  ideals  with  which  the  thinker 

is"  sometimes  seized,  making  him  long  for  the  solitude  of 
nature  away  from  the  busy  haunts  of  men.  As  one  of  the 

PiWior's  heros  remarks  truly  "With  a  little  alcohol  and 
rare  beef  at  meals,  and  with  money  in  one's  pocket,  one  may 
endure  contact  with  men,"  inferring  that  without  these  to  a 
poetic  temperament  they  and  their  littk  money  getting 
carking  cares  are  uuendurable.  i 

An  interesting  account  of  Emile  de  Laveleye  and  his  ideas 

is  given  in  "Socialism  at  Home  and  Abroad." 

"Laveleye  defined  luxury  as  'all  that  is  at  once  expen- 
sive and  superfluous,'  and  he  condemned  it,  from  moral  and 

political  grounds,  as  opposed  to  the  true  ends  of  life.  Like 
a  good  economist,  he  also  repudiated  the  usual  defence  of 

luxury  as  being  "good  for  trade,"  pointing  out  that  national 
-P^^P^ity  did  not  arise  from  unrestrained  consumption  and 
unlimited  production,  but  sprang  rather  from  the  accumula- 

tion of  resources  resulting  from  good  economy.  Most  of  all, 

he  opposed  the  reckless  and  profuse  living  of  great  towns; 

this  he  did  first  on  the  above-mentioned  grounds,  but  also 
in  the  name  of  right  and  propriety,  which  required  from  the 
rich  a  constant  discharge  of  duty  towards  their  numberless 

disinherited  brethren.  The  one  exception  which  he  made  was 
alike  characteristic  of  himself  and  of  his  artistic  coimtry;  all 

kinds  of  sumptuousness  appeared  to  him.  permissible  in  public 

building  s.^^ 

The  sentence  in  italics  ought  to  be  taken  to  heart  by 

those  critics  who  are  constantly  desirous  of  saving  a  few 

dollars  when  a  question  comes  up  of  the  expense  of  a  public 

building,  so  much  so,  that  we  find  the  architect  of  the  United 
States  of  America  cannot  employ  enough  draftsmen  to  do 

his  work  properly  because  he  hasn't  the  funds  to  pay  them, 
while  a  multimillionaire  is  allowed  to  spend  $7,000,000 

on  his  country  residence  withoi^,^a  protest — in  fact  his  ex- 

travagance  is  lauded. 

FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MANUFACTURERS 

ASSOCIATION  OF  CALIFORNIA— Repres^nte  a  record 
of  much  work  and  good  done  in  the  way  of  briiigiug  Cali- 

fornia made  products  to  the  fore.  As  there  is  no  doubt 
that  California  materials  equal  any  in  the  world  when 

given  the  same  opportunity,  we  wish  the  Association  still 

further  success  this  year — more  especially  in  instilling  into 
consumers  the  dishonorableness  of  going  outside  for  their 

goods,  if  able  to  pay  California  prices  for  home  work. 
The  want  of  this  is  illustrated  by  a  case  brought  to  our 

attention  lately — when  a  person  holding  a  high  salaried 

position  under  the  State  sends  to  Mr.  Wanamaker  in  the 

East  somewhere,  to  get  his  clothes  made;  by  which  mean's 
he  gets  a  trifling  reduction  in  price  but  leaves  his  own  con- 

stituents without  the  means  of  living.  • — — -   -  -  -   ■   

FALCONNIERS'  BLOWN-GLASS  BRICKS.— The  il- 

lustrated album  of  Falconniers'  patent  Blown  Glass-Bricks 
to  hand: — The  article  is  made  by  the  Adlerhutten  Smelting 

Works  at  Pen^TgT^iTesfa  in  diflferent  models  and  colors. 

A  wall  of  glass-bricks  would  ̂ apparently  present  *an 

original  appearance;  the  day-light  enters  it  freely,  but  it  is 
not  transparent.  Such  bricks  would  be  non-conducting  of 

heat,    sound  and   electricity,    and   must    diff"use   the   light 
r 

splendidly.  The  laying  of  them  is  very  simple,  being  ac- 
complished in  the  same  manner  as  ordinary  bricks  viz.  with 

mortar  or  cement.  This  makes  4:he  bricks  a  very  valuable" 
material  for  building  hot-houses,  ice-houses,  especially  for 
factories.  The  face  of  them  can  be  parted  in  pilasters  with 

walls  of  glass-bricks  between  and  with  some  windows  for 
ventilation.  We  understand  these  bricks  have  proved  very 

satisfactory  for  varandas,  winter-gardens,  factories  and 

greenhouses  and  would  be  useful  for  lighting  premises  look- 

ing over  small  courtyards  which  k  is  not  desirable  to  see  or 
smell,  one  would  think  they  would  be  very  useful,  and  by 

silvering  them  on  the  back  they  act  as  mirrows  and  are 

therefore  of  benefit  in  dinily  lighted  apartments. 

NICKEL    STEEL. 

IF  the  truth  of  the  statements  of  Mr.  Robert  M.  Thompson 
in  regard  to  a  new  alloy  of  fifteen  per  cent  of  Nickel  with 

Steel  can  be  verified,  architects  have  at  band  a  metal  that- 

$ 

? 

.    I: 
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will  take  the  place  of  steel  in  all  building  constructions.  ' 
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Think  of  an  alloy  that  will  not  rust,  with  a  tensile  strength 

of  244,000  pounds,  with  an  elastic  limit  as  high  in  propor- 

tion aslhat  of  the  lower  Nickel  Steel. — Kd. 

.  Mr.  Robert  M.  Thompson,  President  of  the  Orford  Copper 

Co.,  of  New  York,  at   the  meeting  of  the  Iron  and  Steel 

.Institute,  m-^nglaiid,  made  a  very  interesting  address  i
n 

reference  to  the  manufacture  and  use  of  nickel  steel.  He 

said  there  was  no  doubt  but  that  the  United  States  Govern-
 

ment had  taken  more  interest  in  the  use  of  nickel  steel  than 

any  other  ofthefreat  governments  in  the  world,  and  in 

doing  so  it  encouraged  the  steelmakers  to  use  it  not  only 

for  governmental,  but  for  private  purposes.  Reference  had 

been  made  to  the  quantity  of  nickel  steel  that  was  being 

used  on  this  side  of  the  water,  and  he  was  very  glad  to 

know  that  it  was  being  made  here  in  quantity.  During  the  ] 

three  years  in  which  the  development  work  had  been  going 

on  on  the  other  side,  ther^.Jiad  been  somewhere  between 

50,000  and  75,000  tons  -of  nickel  steel  produced  in  
the 

United  States.  That  carried  it  absolutely  out  of  the  domain 

of  experiment.  It  was  to-day,  as  far  as  the  quality  of  steel 

described  in  the  paper,  as  much  a  matter  of  every -,day  prac- 

tice in  the  production  of  it  as  was  the  production  of  ordinary 

steel.  But  the  question  of  the  utility  of  nickel  in  connection 

with  steel  had  not  yet  been  finally  closed.  There  were 

higher  alloys  which  were  being  experimented  upon  which 

contained  even  greater  properties.  An  ingenious  German 

chemist  had  just  concluded  some  experiments,  and  probably 

many  of  them  had  seen  an  account  of  his  experiments,  car- 

ried with  all  the  German  thoroughness,  through  all  the 

var.ous  grades  of  nickel  from  one  per  cent  up  to  twenty- 

five  per  cent,  and  with  varying  degrees  of  carbon.  Tha
t 

chemist  had  arrived  at  the  fact  that  at  about  fifteen  per  cent 

_Qi  nickel  an   almost  new   metal   had   been  discovered,  one 

_jgith  a  tensile  strength  was  obtained  of  244,000  lbs.  to  the 

square  inch  with  an  elastic  limit  as  high  in  proportion  as 

that  of  the  lower  nickel  steel.  He  had  made  a  rough  esti- 

mate of  what  an  alloy  of  this  kind  could  be  produced  at 

when  used  in  the  construction  of  all  the  steel  parts  of  one 

of  the  great  battleships  which  the  ̂ vorld  was  building  now 

in  every  quarter.  If  used  for  hull  plates  and  all  the  vario
us 

parts  where  it  could  be  employed,  it  would  not  increase  the 

cost  of  the  battleship  two  per  cent;  and  yet  only  conceive  of 

the  enormous  increase  in  strength  and  the  increase  of  the 

value  of  the  ship  as  a  weapon  of  offence,  and  the  great  sav- 

ing that  could  be  made  in  the  whole  weight,  thereby  allow- 

ing that  ship  to  carry  more  coal,  heavier  guns  and  more 

munitions  of  war— in  ot  tr'er  words,  at  a  mere  nominal  in. 

-xrease  of  cost  the  actual  value  of  the  weapon  would  be  nearly 

doubled.     In  the  United  States  at  the  present  time,  nickel 

steel  was  being  used   for   armour  plates,  it  was  being  used 

:ibr  the  barrels  of.sm^U  arms,  it  was  being  used  for  large 

'  guns,  it  was  used  for  wire  for  makipg  torpedo  netting,  and 

it  was  being  employed  in  the  construction  oif  vessels.  
The 

Steel  Board  of  the  Navy  Department  had  recommended  that 

the  entire  hulls  of  the  new  battleships  that  were  building 

should  be  constructed  of  nickel  steel.  The  boilers  -that 

were  being  prepared  for  the  "Chicago,"  were  being  made  of
 

nickel  steel,  and  the  shafts  of  some  of  the  new  vessels— t
he 

"Columbia'^"  shaft,  he  thought,  was  an  instance— were  of 

the  same  metal.  Some  reference  jvas  made  to  the  rough- 

ness of  nickel  steel  as  produced.  It  was  certain,  however, 

that  they  could  also  produce  nickel  steel  of  the  very  finest 

"-quality;  ̂ e  held-ioThis  hand  a-little  purse  made  from 

nickel  steel;  it  was  an  alloy  of  twenty-five  per  cent  of  nickel 

and  steel,  and  nothing  could  be  finer  than  the  workmanship. 

It  was  made  by  the  Ferro-Nickel  Society,  of  France,  and 

they  were  producing  a  very  wide  variety  of  articles,  such  as 

bits  for  horses  and  scabbards  for  army  swords;  they  were 

also  making  a  coat  of  mail,  or  a  cloth  of  mail  as  they 

might  call  it,  with  minute  rings,  and  in  every  way  they 

were  making  most  interesting  articles  from  it. -Their  alloy 

possessed  the  property  that  it  did  not  rust;  it  had  perhaps 

all  the  qualities  of  German  silver,  with  very  great  strength; 

it  had  a  tensile  strength  of  over  100,000  Jb.  to  the  square 

inch..  — The  World's  Progress. 

NOTICE    OF    MEETINGS. 

^    1 

Han  FitANfisco  Ciiai'tek,  Amkrican  Institutk  ok   Akchi- 
TKci^,  nit^ts  second  Friday  of  each  mouth  at  40H  California  street. 

Skth  BabsoxV,  Pres.  W.  P.  MooRi::,  yice-Pres. 
Oi.iVKK  KvKHKTT,  Sec.  JoiiN  M.  CuKTis,  Treas. 

ROUTUKR.V    CALfF()R?<T^\    CttAPTKR    AMRRrCAN     iNSTITUirK,.  Off" ARriHTPHTS,  meets  first  Wednesday  of  each  mouth  at  114  Spring 

street,  Los  Angeles,  ('al.  — — 
OcrAVius  Morgan,  Prks.  - — A.  M.  Edklman,  Vice-Pres. 
Arthur  B.  Benton,  Sec't.   August  Wackkrbarth,  Treas- 

Technical  S<>cietv  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  meets  first  Fri da j 
of  ea<'li  month  at  Academy  of  Sciences  liiiildiiif^. 

V.  E.  Grunsky,  Pres.   '  Geo.  W.  Dickie,  Vice-Pres. 
OiTo  Von  Geedehn,  Sec.  W.  ('.  Uai.ston,  Trea.s. 

(-Ai.iFORNiA    EEECTRiCAh  S<MIETV,  meets  the   first   and    third 
Monday  eveninj^.4>f    eudi   monUi   at  tlie  Attademy  of  Sciencea- Buildin^. 

Geo.  p.  Low,  Pres.  C.  O.  Poole,  V^ice-Pres. Max  Caspari,  Sec.  H.  T.  Bf-stor,  Treas. 

LEGAL  DECISIONS. 

From  a  large  number  of  Legal  Decisions  of  the  higher  Court, 

of  the  dijfferent  States  of  tfte  Union,  we  select  afid  publish  in  this 
column,  such  as  appear  applicable  to  this  sectio7i  of  the  country. 

Building  Contract— Change  of  Plan. — Where,  in  an  action 
to  recover  damages  for  prospective  profits  under  a  contract  for 
driving  piles,  which  provided  that  the  architect  might  mal^e 
deviaiions  from  or  alterations  in  the  plan  of  the  work,  it  is  shown 
that,,owing  to  the  formation  of  the  ground,  the  architect  deter- 

mined not  to  liave  the  pflesdriven,  and  there  was  evidence  that, 
after  tlie  contracting  company  knew  of  tliis  determination,  it  re- 

ceived a  contract  for  the  work  substituted  for  the  piles,  it  was  pro- 
per to  refuse  its  request  to  ciiarge  that,  under  the  pleadings,  the 

question  of  waiver  could  not  be  considered.  In  such  a  case  it  waa 
proper  to  charge  that,  if  the  contracting  company  received  from 
the  owner  reasonable  notice  of  the  change  of  plan,  it  could  not  re- 

cover for  any  piling  omitted. 
St.  Louis  Bridge  &  Iron  Co.  v.  St  Louis  Brewing  Ass'n.,  Supreme 

Court  of  Missouri,  31  S.  W.  Rep.  765. 

Agreement  for  Interpretation  of  Building  Contract. — 
A  provision  in  a  building  contract  referring  to  the  architect  "all 
disputes  and  all  (juestions  of  doubt  as  to  the  tenor  and  intention  of 
the  drawings  and  sixjcifications,  or  of  the  contract,"  embraces  the 
question  wBethef  the  coTitractor  and  his  sureties  are  bound  to  re- 

fund to  the  owner  of  the  building  the  amount  paid  by  him  on  a 

^J 
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mechanic's  lien.  Where  the  contract  proviaes  that  tiie  contractor 
sifatll  deliver  the  building  free  from  all  incumbrances  and  shall 
furnish  at  his  own  cost  all  necessary  in  !it<Mials.  Th«  architect  is 
not  disqualified  to  act  as  sucli  referee  because  prior  Lo  so  acting  he 
was  culled  to  a  witnt^ss  in  an  action  between  the  parties  involving 
the  matter  in  dispute. 

Barclay  y.  Deckerhoof,  Supreme  Coirft  of  Pa.  33  At.  Rep.  71. 

liens  covered  not  only  the  buildings  but  extended  to  the  lots. 
Shapleigh  v.  Hull,  Supreme  Court  of  Col.,  41  Pac.  liep.  1108. 

ii^-L;t-i. 

Date  of  Contractf  not  Essential  to  Lien. — The  fact  that 
an  arcliitect  in  his  claim  for  a  lien  on  a  building,  alleges  the  date 
of  the  contract  for  his  services  to  have  been  two  years  prior  to  the 
actual  date,  will  not  defeat  his  lien. 

Pac.  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Fisher.  Supreme  Court  of  Cal.,  42  Pac. 

Rep.  154.  ^_r-: 

When  Partner  may  Assign  to  Himself.— An  assignment 
of  a  partnersliip  claim  by  a  member  of  the  firm  in  the  name  of  the 
firm  to  liimaelf  individually  is  sufficient  to  enable  his  to  sue  the 
claim,  the  other  partners  not  objecting. 

Pac.  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Fisher,  Supreme  Court  of  Cal.  42  Pac. 

Rep.  154. 
Extent  of  Mechanics'  Lien.  An  agreement  was  made 

between  two  persons  for  the  sale  of  certain  lots,  for  a  specified  sum, 
within  a  certain  time  after  the  date  of  the  contract.  The  purchaser 

agreed  to  erect  buildings  on  such  lots,  worH  to  begin  ot  once.  The 
seller  agreed  to  deliver  a  good  and  sufficient  title  to  the  lots  upon 

payment  of  the  contract  sum.  The  purchaser  put  up  his  buildings 
but  never  paid  the  money  or  obtained  the  det^d.  Liens  were  iiled 
by  his  contractors  for  labor  and  materials.     It  was  dcoreed  that  the 

Recovery  for  Conract  VoiuUijder  Statute  of  Frauds.— 
The  value  of  work  and  labor  supplied  under  a  contract  void  by  the 
statute  of  frauds  is  recoverable  upon  the  theory  that  a  benefit  has 
been  recovered,  from  which  springs  an  implied  undertaking  to  pay 
the  value  of  such  work  and  laoor. 
Banker  v.  Henderson,  Supreme  Court  of  New  Jersey,  32  At.  Rep. 700. 

  —   -T—    ' 

Liability  for  Dangerous  Premises. — The  mere  maintenance 
of  a  dangerous  nuisance  upon  one'sinclosed  premises  gives  no  right 
of  action  to  another,  who,  without  necessity,  and  without  invita- 

tion from  tlie  owner,  either  express  or  implied,  voluiAarily 
deviates  from  a  public  highway  adjacent  thereto,  and,  entering 

upon  such  premises,  is  injured  iri  consequence  of  the  existence  of such  nuisance.  If  tlie  nuisance  complained  of  be  by  itself  of  such 
a  dangerous  character  as  that  a  person  of  reasonable  discretion, 
entering  upon  the  premises  of  another,  inclosed  or  uninclosed, 
either  from  necessity  or  u])on  invitation,  express  or  implied,  could 

readily  perceive  its  danger,  and  in  so  entering  such  premises, 
should  sutler  injury  wliich  he,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care, 
could  have  prevented  or  avoided,  he  cannot  recover.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  owner  of  premises  so  to  inclose  a  cellar  which  lies  in 
dangerous  proximity  to  a  public  street  as  to  afibrd  to  one  passing 

along  such  street,. in  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care,  reasonable  im- 
munity against  the  danger  of  casually  falling  cherein.  If  the 

owner  fail  to  perform  this  duty,  and  a  person  exercising  such  care 
so  falls  and  is  injured,  he  is  entitled  to  recover  from  the  owner damages  for  such  injury. 

Hutson  V.  King,  Supreme  Court  of  Georgia,  22  S.  E.  Rep.  615. 

BUSINESS     MOSAICS.    0\ 
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In  our  description  of  the  Heating  and  Ventilation  of  the 

Harrison  School  in  Oakland  in  our  last  number  we  inad- 

vertantly omitted  the  name  of  the  firm  supplying  and  in- 

stalling the  same — a  piece  of  injustice  which  we  hasten  to 

rectify  by  stating  the  firm  in,  question  was  the  Morgan 

Heating  and  Ventilating  Company  who  now  have  their 

officer's  at  Academy  of  Sciences  Building,  Market  street, 
San  Francisco. 

Mrs.  Scraply  (during  the  fight)— Now  have  I  made  my- 

self plain?     Mr.  Scraply— No,  you  were  bom   that   way, 

Fiiceuix  Pure  Paint— Duresco  and  other  specialities 

of  W.  P.  Fuller  &  Co.,  deserve  attention  to  be  drawn  to 
them. 

Clara— Mr.  Mason  paid  me  a  great  compliment  yester- 

day. He  said  I  grew  more  beautiful  every  day.  Maud— 

Well  practice  makes  perfect,  you  know. — Life. 

You  cannot  be  much  out  of  the  way  when  yau  patronize 

home  industry,  certainly  not  when  you  use  a  California  pro- 
duction  that  is  first-class.     Now  P.  &  B.   Building  Paper 

Answers   this  description;  it _  can  be   had  of  the   Paraffine 

The  reader  cannot  be  too  often  reminded  that  he  consults 

his  own  comfort  with  at  the  same  time  a  reduction  of  his 

coal  bill,  and  in  addition  receives  the  thanks  of  his  wife 

when  he  calls  at  226  Post  street  and  orders  a  gas  cooking 

stove  to  be  sent  to  his  home. 

She — Do  you  think  it  would  be  unmaidenly  for  a  girl  to 

propose  to  a  man?  He— Certainly  not;  if  she  is  rich
 

enough  for  ty/o.—New   York  Sun. 

■  '  ■%  - 

J.  L.  Mott  Iron  Wnrks  are  always  found  catering 

to  those  who  think  life  is  worth  living,  and  of  such  are  those 

who  delight  in  lying  enclosed  on  all  sides  by  warm  w
ater, 

with  their  heads  resting  on  Mott's  Patent  Bath  Seat 
 and 

Head  Rest  and  meditating  serenely  on  all  manner  of  thin
gs 

and  even  going  off  for  a  short  time  into  a  dolce  far 
 niente 

dose,  and  when  they  once  more  awake  to  the  stern  
realities 

of  life,  it  occupiel^ut  a  moment  to  lower  the'head  re
st,  form, 

a  seat  and  while  they  are  drying  and  fussing  with  the  upper
 

part  of  their  body  still  leave  the  lower  extremities  
a  chance 

to  get  all  the  good  they  can  out  of  their  surroundings  
before 

"the  final  emergence  from  jhe  blight  tub. .. -  " 

"Johanna,  don't  forget  to  dust  the  br
ic-a-brac. *'~^'No, 

ma'am;  where  do  you  keep  the  ̂ yx-XV— Detroit  Free  Press. 

Paint  Co.,   116   Battery   street,  who    also   are   dealers  in P.  &  B.  felt  and  composition  roofing. ~^^.  E.  Clawsoii    ̂   C'o's.  *'Patent  Hood  or  Throat  and- 

Arch-bar  Combined"  makes  the  best  fireplace  in  the  Mar
ket, 

^(1 
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prevents  all  chance  of  fire  from  the  fireplace  or  flue;  the 

throat  being  in  one  solid  piece  and  a  great  help  to  the  brick- 
layer in  making  a  neat  job. 

* 

**Blykiiis  has  his  own  way  in  his  home."  "Yes.  But 
his  wife  always  tells  Jiim  what  it  is  going  to  be  before- 

hand."—H^'^iV////^/^/;  Star, 

— ^O  far  Ri schnui Her 's  Door  Opener  and  closer  keeps  the 
lead  for  perfectness,  simplicity  and  durability,  and  we  have 

heard  no  complaint  from  its  users  for  want  of  these  qualities, 
and  even  in  houses  where  it  is  roughly  handled  by  tenants 
it  still  Stands  this  rough  usage. 

The  Vulcan  Iron  Works  exhibit  some  fine  specimens 

of  stable  fittings  the  most  complete  of  their  kinds,  and  all 
kinds  of  architectural  and  ornamental  iron  work  at  their 

works,  135-34  Freemont  street. 

Bertie — Did  you  ever  notice  how  Algiers  face  lights  w.^ 

when    he    talks?      Marine — Yes;  he's  lantern-jawed,    you 
know. — Pick- Me- Up.  . 

A.  Steig'er  Sons  stilf  keep  up  their  reputation  for  first- 
class  terra  cotta  work;  and  by  dint  of  this  keep  their  Archi- 

tectural Terre  Cotta  to  the  fore  notwithstanding  the  attacks 

made  on  that  substance  by  the  stone  men. 

X  -3 

ifi'  ii«ax-  - 

; 

r*?"  '*'"'"      '  p 

c 
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*^>riler  in  the^onrtf^hotited  the  Judge.  -"This  is  the 
worst  disgrace  this  court  has  suffered  since  I  was  elected  to 

tlie  judgeship." — Indianapolis  Jourfial. 

She — Yes,  thcy-are  engaged.^  I  know  she  refused  him 
twice,  but  the  third  time  he  proposed  she  accepted  him. 

Her  Husband — Serves  him  right. — Brooklyri  Life. 

.  i- 
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Alvlirado  iirar  Douglas.    Frame  cottage;  owner,  J,  Heyman;  cost  1*2500. 

BroiKl    iitar  riyiiiouth   Avr.     Kirc   ongiiio  liouse;  owner,  City  of  San   Fran- 

~      (Msco;  art'hitrot,  U.  tt.  Wilson;  contractor,  A.  Dahlberg;  coat  W473.  ' 

^  — *- 
-•    ■- •    » 
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— -' 
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Call  lorn  ia  Ave.  an3"Coso  Ave.   Cottage;  owner,  W.  C.  Hamerton;  cost  $1800. 

Clay  near  Jones.  All  work  on  Ave  flats  except  plumbing,  gas-flttlng,  tinning, 
till  root  galvanized  iron;  owner.  William  Pickett;  urcbitects.  Bugbee<& 
Cittsh;  contractor,  Cieorge  Eber;  signed,  Jan.  29;  flletl,  Jan.  30;  costS^Ui. 

Devl»«d«»ro  and  Callf«)rnia.     Alterations;  owner.  La.  M.  Waiter;  contrmctor. 
.   Home  Manufacturing  Co.;  cost  S^^JOO. 

iM^y  andJIyde.  Phunbingand  gaR-fittlng;  owner,  O.  H.  Hund,  architect,  A. 
C.  laitgens; contractors,  Allen  &  I^ooney;  signed,  Jan.  17;  flled,-Jan.  20;  cost 
Sirwu. 

Kills  near  Van  Ness.  AIt«^rations.  etc.;  owner.  Joseph  Henry;  architects,  Cope- 
land  »&  I'ieirc;   contractor,  H.  Pauls,  signed,  Jan.  28;  flled,  Jan.  28;  cost  $4045. 

..ft. •  -.-..-J    ■     _^— 
Firih  and  Hryant.  Elevators;  owner.  Main  &  Winchester;  architect,  H.  (ie  11 

full;  conlractors.  A.  J.  McNicoll  A  Co.;  signed^  Feb.- 4;  tiled,  Feb.  5;  cofst$l575 

Ferry  SI  i  ps  Nos.  4,  .'>  and  6.  Ilepairing  Dolphins,  etc.;  owner,  Board  of  Harbor Commissioners;  contractor,  IJ.  McMahon;  cost  $2100. 

llaiiii»Hhir<>  near  21st.    Cottage;  owner,  J.  P.  Donahue;  cost  $2000. 

Harrison  and  Main.  Found,ry  building;  owner,  Moore  Investment  Co.;  archi 
tccts.  Havens  A  Toepke;  contractor,  Thus.  H.  Day  &  Sons;  signed.  Jan.  20 

flled,  Jan.  21;  cost  $11.'}4. 

Homestead  near  24.    Cottage;  owner,  8.  A.  Bom;  cost  8*^500. 

Ifoward  street  wharf,  pier  2.  All  work'for  coal  bunkers,  etc.;  owner,  B«aver Hill  coal  <'o.-  architect,  Howard  C.  Holmes;  contractor,  Thos.  H.  Day  A {^ons;  signed,  Jan.  31;  flled,  Feb.  4;  cost  $8()41. 

JackMon  near  Nan  Ness  Ave.  Mantels,  etc.;  owner,  H.  Sahleln;  architects, 
.Salrtcld  itKohlberg;  contractor,  h.  and  E.  Emanuel. 

Kearny  and  Post.  Additions  to  White  House;  owner,  R.  Weill  &  Co.;  archi- 
tects, Pissls«t  Moore;  contractor,  Ij.  and  E.  Emanuel;  cost  $1500. 

Market  street  Ferry  Depot  Building.  Htone  work;  owner,  State  ofTalifornla- 
architect,  A.  Page  Brown;  contractor,  C.  F.  McCarthy;  cost  $218,000.  Carpen- 

ter work;  contractors,  Bateman  Bros.;  cost  $48,000.  Galvanized  iron  work- 
contractor,  W.  Cronan;  cost  $43,599.  Painting  work;  contractors.  Smith  <fc 
Sons;  cost  SU,900. 

Market  near  6,  Alterations  to  brick  building;  owner,  Hale  Bros.;  contractor,  L. 
and  E.  Emanuel;  cost  $;i000. 

Market   near  5^  Music  stand,  stairs  and  balustrades  etc.;  owner,  Mrs.  A.  M 

Market  next  to  Parrott  Building.    Alterations  etc.,  owners,  Prager  Bros.;  arcfai   lect^All^nictmtractor,  John  Hayes;  cost  J50QQ. 

Montgomery  an^  Washington.  Alterations anthodditlons;  owner,  Montgomery 
Jilyck  Ii«^al  Estate  Associates;  architect,  T.  J^elch;  contractor,  John  Sath: 
signed,  Jan.  23;  flled,  Jan.  24;  cost  $1483. 

IVew  .<tloutici«mery  <  irand  Hold.  .\  aerations;  owners,  Fay  >k  Foster;  arrSil- tecl,  P.  J.  I>()na.iiuc;  cuti  tractor,  Itue  Contracting  Co.;  siKxieU  Jiui  :^  liitxL 

Jan.28;coRt  JIL%..  "  '      ̂  

I ■•»*«:«»  and Liyon.  Threi-su>ry  Irniiic;  owm-r,  T.  C  Vmi  iHnendort  arrhJtoct  E, 
J.  V  ogei;  coulracu.r.  ii.  (   unie;  ^>J»;iif'<l.  1-Vb.  3;  flU-<l.  K.h.  4;  r«KHt  JTnoO.'  ' 

Pine  near  Lyon.  To  balld;  owner,  Peter  Ptach;  architect,  Dc  Prosse  &  Meuss- 
dorflTer;  contractor,  F.  V.  Stelnnan;  signed,  Jan.  23;  flled,  Jan.  24; cost  »i600. 

Oak  near  Ashbury.  Two-story  frame;  owner,  Catherine  Welneke;  architect  H 

Gellfuss;  contractor,  C;  Schutt;  signed,  Feb.  1;  flled,  Feb.  3;  cost  $4300.       *     * 

Sacramento  near  Walnut.  Two-story  frame;  owner,  Julius  Frankel-  contrmo 
tor,  G.  G.  Gillespie;  signed,  Jan.  15;  filed,  Jan.  16;  cost  $3870. 

Sansome  and  Filbert.  Additions;  owner,  P.  W.  RIordan;  architects,  Wright  A 
Sanders;  contractor,  J.  S.  Mackey;  signed,  Jan.  27;  flled,  Jan.  27,  cost  $2040. 

_Slxrader  near  Waller.    Two-stor/ frame;  owner,  Samuel  Glass;  architect  Wm 
Koenlg;  contractor,  H.  P.Conraday;  signed,  Jan.  14,  flled,  Jan.  16;  cost  $4100* • 

Stuart  near  Mission.    Four-story   brick;  owner.    E.   R.    Llilenthal-   architect Clinton  Day;  contractor,  Riley  and  Loane;  signed,  Jan.  9;  flled,  Jaq.  18;  cost 

$14,443. 
Third  Ave.  near  Clement.  Two-story  frame;  owner,  C.  B.  Adams;  contractor 

A.  J.  Cloud;  cost  $2500.  ' 
Twentieth  near  Diamond.  Two-story  frame;  owner  and  builder  J  A  Mc- 

Conneil;  cost  $5100.  '     ' 
Twenty-secOndwrd  Noe,    Cottage;  owner  and  builder,  H.  Peterson;  cost  $2500. 

Twenty-fourth  and  Douglass.  Two  frame  cottages;  owner,  J.  Anderson  cost 

$4000.  
' 

Yaleneia  and  Stable  Alley.    Three-story  frame;  owner.  Rose  A    Pickering* architects.   Havens  &  Toepke;  contractors,  Ackerson  &  Paterson-  sirned^ 

Jan.  23;  flled,  Jan.  25;  cost  $10,666.  
ir»MjrHon,  signeOj- Mcbster  near  Broadway.  Plumbing  work,  etc.;  owner,  William  B.  Bourn- 

architects,  Polk  A  Polk;  contractor,  H.  Williamson;  signed,  Jan.  31;  filed' 
J  ei)«  3|  cost  $2143.    ■■   -  J    

^®rSnIJ^*^ ''^^'    Cottage;  owner.  Miss  Maria  Holtz;  contractor,  M.  Holtz;  cost $2000. 
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F  great  interest  to  all  real  estate  owners, 

both  present  or  prospective,  is  the 
question  of  improving  the  exisjting 

methods  of  transferring  the  titTe^  Tand, 

The  present  methods  are  cumbersome, 
costly  and  not  always  effective,  to  say 

nothing  of  the  repetition  of  useless  labor 
now  caused  by  the  necessity  of  each  intending  purchaser 

examining  all  the  previous  recorded  transactions  and  tracing 
the  title  back  to  the  original  possessor,  a  never  ending  task 

that  grows  more  burdensome  with  each  successive  transfer. 

The'Torrens'  system  of  transferring  title  possesses  many 
marked  advantages,  and  has  been  gradually  spreading,  but 

at  a  discouragingly  slow  pace.  It  was  adopted  in  Australia 
as  far  back  as   1858,  and  by  neighboring  governments  as 

they  were  conviitced  of  its  advanta gesr— —   — 
But  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  people  in  this  country 

have  no  direct  method  of  introducing  reforms  in  our  legis- 

lative bodies,  we  are  almost  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  our 

politicians,  and  they  as  a  rule  are  too  much  occupied  with 

politics,  to  consider  improvements  in  government.  When 
they  do  submit  such  a  proposition  to  popular  vote,  the_ 

people  are  quick  to  see  and  avail  themselves  of  more  advan- 
tageous methods  as  shown  conclusively  by  the  adoption  of 

the  Torrens'  system  by  Cook  County,  Illinois,  6y  ?ote  of 

82,536  in  favor  of  the  new  system  to  5,279  against  if. 
Here  in  California  our  State  Legislature  has  been  trying 

(unsuccessfully  so  far)  to  get  its  eyes  opened  to  see  the 

advantages  of  the  system,  and  Bills  have  been  introduced 
and  committees  appointed,  but  nothing  has  been  achieved 

as  yet.  However  we  will  continue  to  live  in  hopes,  untiL 

some  reform  party  succeeds  in  introducing  the  "Initiative'* when  desirable  legislation  can  be  voted  on  by  the  people 

without  having  to  wait  the  pleasure  ofthejr  servants.  In 
another  column  will  be  found  an  interesting  article  giving 

many  important  details  of  the  System. 

lit 

I- 

d 

':«! 

If 

A 

■
I
 

-    'I 

Ml 

*~--4, 



K 

w 

\ 

•A' 

26 THE    CALIFORNIA     ARCHITECT    AND    BUILDING    NEWS.         Voi..  XVII.  No.  3. 

N  this  number  we  publish  a  letter  from 

Regent  Keinstein  of  the  University  of 
California,  in  which  he  desires  suggestions 

as  to  the  best  method  of  getting  the  best 

designs  for  a  complete  scheme  for  buildings 
and  grounds  at  Berkeley.  In  oiir  last  two 
numbersw'e  have  threslied  the  matter  of 

competition  prett\'  well  in  so  far  as  general  application  is 
concerned.  From  the  results  thus  obtained  it  will  not  be 

a  difficult  matter  to  make  up  a  program  suitable  for  this 

particular  case.  A  scheme  for  the  competition  evolved  by 
the  Chapters  of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects  iit 
California  would,  we  believe,  by  the  tone  of  the  letter  of 

Mr.  Rcinstein,  be  acceptable  to  the  Regents  and  would  very 

appro])riately  come  from  the  said  Chapters. 

I  St.  Are  the  Buildings  now  on  the  University  grounds  at 

Berkeley  generally  convenient  or  beautiful  and  dp  they 

form  an  Architectural  or  pleasing  ensemble,  or  sufficiently 
so  to  form  part  af  some  complete,  scheme  ? 

2d.  Would  it  be  best  in  a  case  of  this  kind  to  work  to 

some  complete  and  united  plan;  so  that  all  future  buildings 

should  be  built  in  regard  to  such  united  and  complete  plan  ? 

An  answer  to  these  two  questiohs  would  give  an  indica- 

tion of  professional  ideas  on  the  subject — to  reinforce  the 

same,  means  should  be  taken  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  out- 

side Architects  and  Artists  on  said  questions — so  that  a 
consensus  of  the  ideas  of  the  artistic  world  may  be  obtained 

and  have  its  due  influence  on  the  rest  of  the  community  and 

those  having  charge  of  the  interests  of  {he  State. 
Yours  respectfully, 

W.  Jones  Cuthbertson. 

|E  call  the  attention  of  ambitious  architects 

to  the  advertisement  of  the  State  Capitol 
Commission  of  Montana  for  a  new  State 

Capitol  Building  to  be  erected  at  Helena, 
10  cost  one  million  dollars.  The  com- 

missioners state  that  four  adequate  prizes 

have  been  provided  by  law  for  the  best  designs,  and  full 

particulars  can  be  had  by  applying  in  person  or  by  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commission. 

It  is  such  an  unusual  thing  to  hear  that  adequate  com- 
pensation is  to  i)e  given  to  competing  architects,  that  we 

cannot  help  commenting  favorably  on  a  proposition  that  is 
based  on  the  principle  of  just  reward  for  honest  endeavor, 

and  hope  tht  terms  offered  will  be  considered  by  the  pro- 
fession as  adequate  as  they  are  held  to  be  by  the  Com- 

missioners. ' 

i^ 

jiii: 

HE  following  communication  was  read  at 
he   last   meeting  of    the    San    Francisco 

Chapter    of   the    American    Institute,  of 
Architects. 

— -d 

To  the  California  Chapter  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Architects. 

LrKNTi,iCMiiN; — There  is  now  an  endeavor  amongst  the 

artistic  and- aesthetic  circles  of  the  community,  to  raise  a 
sentiment  among  the  public  and  those  interested,  in  favor 

of  the  4uloption  of  a  general  plan,  forming  a  harmonious 

whole,  for  l3liitdihgs^loF^ie^^tMF  University  aY Berkeley] 
so  that  when  it  should  be  decided  to  put  up  any  other  build- 

ing on  the  grounds,  said  building  .should  form  part  of  this 
general  .scheme.  This  seems  to  me  a  laudable  object  and 

one  that  should  arouse  the  sympathies  of  every  true  archi- 
tect and  one  that  .should  especially  be  taken  hold  of  by  your 

Chapter  as  well  as  by  the  Southern  Chapter  forming  as  they 
should  do  the  crystallization  of  Architectural  opinion  in 

California.  An  opinion  coming  from  those  two  bodies- 

ought  to  have  considerable  weight^and  influence  and  mold 
public  opinion  in  the  direction  indicated. 

I  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  an  opinioti  from, youL 
members  be  obtained  as  to  the  matter  and  so  as  to  bring  it 
out  definitely  to  have  it  decidedly  expressed  in  regard  to  at 
least  these  two  questions: 

%.  -_ 

This  resulted  in  the  following  Resolution  being  passed  by 

the  San  Francisco  Chapter  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Architects: 

Resolved — That  most  of  the  buildings  now  on  the 

grounds  are  absolutely  incompatible  with  any  artistic  ar- 
rangement and  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to 

secure  a  future  artistic  and  complete  general  plan  or  arrange- 

ment of  the  grounds  that  a  definite  and  well  arranged  pro- 

gram be  prepared. 

TORRENS'   SYSTEM    OF   LAND   TRANSFERS. 

ONCERNING  that  realty  with  a  good  title 
is  the  safest  of  all  investmeifts,  says  the 

Call,  Iwfvv  shall  the  investor  who  purchases 
a  par(5el  of  land  or  lendshis  money  on  what 
he  considers  to  be  the  security  of  a  good 

title,  know  that  his  money  is  safe  ?  What 
redress  has  he  if  the  title  prove  defective 

and  in  consequence  his  investment  be  a  bad  one  ?  Cogni- 
zant of  these  facts,  legislators  throughout  the  civilized 

world  have  racked  their  brains  in  their  efibrts  to  throw 

safeguards  around  the  ownership  of  land  and  to  enact  such 
laws  and  forms  in  the  transfer  of  same  as  would  afford 

proper  protection  to  the  varied  and  complicated  interests 

concerned.  
~~^ 

The  good  reports  from  the  city  of  Chicago  of  a  system  of 
registration  of  titles,  recentl)  adopted,  and  the  appointment 

by  several  of  the  States  of  commissions  to  examine  into  the 
merits  of  the  Torrens  land-title  law  in  force  in  Australia 

and  in  some  parts  of  England,  and  from  which  the  Illinois 

statute  originated,  makes  the  present  a  fitting   time  for  a 

few  suggestions  concerning  it.       
From  a  lengthy  paper  read  before  the  Six-thirty   Club^ 

recently,  by  Warren  Gregory,   of  Chickering,  Thomas   & 

Gregory,  the  following  excerpts  are  taken: 

— ^^The  two  great  systems  which  existto-day  in  the  records^ 

-^1- 

of  title  are,  first,  a  registration  of  deeds,  and,  secondly,  a 

registration  of  title.     It  is  the  former  which  has  prevailed 

almost  universally  in  the  United  States  from  the   earliest^ 

times.      '  • "Although  the  transfer  of  real  property  is  purety  a  loc^l 
matter   governed  by  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  it  is 

March,  1896.  ] 
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situate,  nevertheless,  the  general  features  of  this  system  are 
the  same  in  all  the  States.  Its  sole  efficiency  lies  in  the 

fact  that  by  it  is  preserved  a  permanent  record.  The  record 

of -the   deed  gives  it  no   additional   validity    between   the 
parties  whatsoever.  The  sole  purpose  of  recording  a  deed 
is  to  give  notice.  Thus,  section  1217  of  the  Civil  Code  of 

^  this  State  is  'that  an  unrecorded  instrument  is  valid  as 

between  the  parties  thereto  and  those  who  have  notice  there- 

of.' Nor  does  the  transcription  of  the  document  in  a 
special  book  give  it  any  additional  validity.  This  is  simply 

a  matter  of  convenience. 
"Defects  in  the  present  system  are  obvious,  L,ord  Cairns, 

when  introducing  into  Parliment  a  bill  which  I  shall  notice 

hereafter,  declared  that 'the  objections  to  a  register  of  deeds 
are  so  manifest  that  hardly  any  person  in  the  present  day 

would  Venture tap^r-opose  iL   ItJROuld  not  simplify  title  in 
the  lea.st.  It  only  puts  on  a  form  of  record  the  whole  of 
that  multitude  of  deeds  and  conveyances  of  the  extent  and 

complication  of  which  we  already  have  so  much  reason  to 

complain.  You  have  to  investigate  and  search  as  before;  in 
_^addition  to  that  you  have  to  pay  for  searchers  in  the  registry 

and  also  to  pay  in  some  shape  or  other  the  expenses  of  plac- 

ing the  deeds  upon  it.* "With  this  brief  statement  of  a  few  of  the  radical  defects 

in  the  system  of  the  registration  of  deeds  I  pass- to  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  second  system,  viz.,  registration  of  title.  In 

its  essential  features  it  is  practically  the  system  intrcduced 

in  South  Australia  in  1858  by  Sir  Robert  Torrens,  bat  inas- 
much as  the  details  of  the  scheme  differ  somewhat  in  the 

various  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  introduce  it  in 
this  country  I  will  take  as  the  basis  the  recent  act  passed  in 
the  State  of  Illinois  lor  the  County  of  Qook.  I  do  this  for 

the  reason  that  the  act  introduced  in  the  Legislature  of 

California  in  January  of  the  last  year  had  one  feature  quite 

-  unlike  the  Torrens  system.  This  bill  passed  the  Assembly 

at  Sacramento,  but  was  withdrawn  in  the  Senate.  A  gen- 
eral feeling  prevailed  that  not  enough  attention  had  been 

•  given  to  it  to  enable  the  Senators  to  vote  intelligently. 

"The  difference  between  a  registration  of  a  deed  and  the 

registration  of  a  title  is  fundamental.  ■  The  essential  feature 
of  the  latter  is  that  the  title  passes  only  by  the  entry  of  the 

transfer  upon  the  official  register,  and  by  the  virtue  of 

a  deed  between  the  parties.  The  title  thus  transferred  and 

authenticated  gives  an  indefeasible  title.  The  owner  there- 
fore does  not  depend  upon  a  deed  from  his  grantor  but  upon 

a  certificate  of  title  issued  to  him  by  the  official- registrar. 

It  is  therefore  precisely  analogous  to  the  transfer  of  corpor- 
ate stock  or  of  a  ship. 

"This  brier  statement  would  seem   to  be  charming  in  its 

^simplicity  and  effectual  in  operation,  but  the  plan  by  which 

irfen  be  worked  out  presents  l^-  no  means  an  easy  problem. 
First,  the   method  by  which   land   can  be   brought   under 
the  system. 

"In  England  and  Australia  parties  are  controlled  by  no 
constitutional  limitation,  and  therefore  have  the  right 

arbitrarily  to  fix  a  date  upon  which  all  persons  then  regis- 
tered shall  be  admitted  to  be  the  rightful  owners  of  the  prop- 
erty, or  to  create  in  the  Registrar  absolute  authority  to  pass 

upon  the  title  of  every  applicant.  Such  a  ruling  is  not  pos- 
sible in  the  United  States.  For,  if  A  and  B  each  claim  a 

tract  of  land  and  A  succeeds  in  getting  his  title  first  regis- 
tered, B  cannot  thereby  be  deprived  of  his  right  to  apply  to 

the  courts,  for,  if  so,  the  Registrar  would  have  deprived  him 

ning,  to  get  over  this  constitutional  objection.  The  method 
adopted  in  Illinois  is  as  follows:  A  person  desiring  to  have 

his  proper  ;y  regi.stered  must  make  a  verified  application  to 

the  Registrar  setting  forth  in  detail  the  description  of  his 
property,  whether  he  is  married  or  single  and  has  estate  in 
the  land,  and  whether  the  same  be  occupied  or  iWt^ 

"Thereupon  the  Registrar,  through  two  examiners  (at- 
torneys-at-law)  authorized  to  be  employed  by  him,  causes 

an  examination  to  be  made  of  the  title  and  as  to  the  truth, 

of  the  matter  set  forth  in  the  application.  He  makes 

minute  inquiry  as  to  the  possessory  right,  and  posts  up  a 
notice  on  the  property  for  a  period  often  days,  requiring  all 

persons  who  have  any  interest  in  or  claim  to  the  land  to 

appear  before  the  granting  of  the  certificate  of  title.  If  it 

appears  to  the  Registrar  that  the  facts  stated  ni  the  appli- 
cation are  true  there  is  issued  to  the  applicant  a  certificate 

of  title,  and  from  that  time  forth  the  land  is  within  the 

operation  of  the. act.  The  form  of  the  certificate  is  some- 
what as  follows: 

"John  Doe  of  San  Francisco,  aged  twenty-five  years,  un- 

married, is  the  owner  of  an  estate  in  fee  simple  in  the  follow- 
ing land,  subject  to  the  estates,  easements,  incumbrances 

and  charges  hereunder  noted.  '-  '' 
"  'Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  twentieth  day  of 

December,    1895.   ,  Registrar,' "As  soon  as  the  certificate  is  granted  the  Registrar  makes 
and  publishes  in  a  newspaper  a  list  of  all  registrations 

effected  during  the  prece'ding  week  and  also  posts  the  same 
'  in  his  office.  It  is  then  provided  that  no  person  shall  com- 

mence any  action  for  the  land  or  assert  any  interest  therein 

adversely  to  the  first  certificate  unless  they  make  known 

their  claim  ta  the  Registrar  within  five  years  after  the  first 

registration.  It  is  no  exception  to  this  rule  that  the  person 
is  a  minor,  a  lunatic  or  under  disability.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  this  last  provision  attempts  to  meet  the  ronstiluticnatl 

of  his  property  without  due  process  of  law,  contrary  to  the 

fourteenth  amendment.     It  is,  therefore,  essential,  in  begin- 

objection  by  placing  the  foundalLou^^ol^the  title,  not  upon-^ 
any  act  of  the  Registrar,  but  upon  lapse  of  time.  The 
proceeding  is  akin  to  a  suit  to  quiet  title  brought  by  then 

owner  against  all  persons  known  or  Unknown,  A  title  ac- 

quired by  a  decree  in  such  action  has  frequently  been  de- 
clared valid  by  the  vSupreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 

That  the  Legislature  has  power  to  create  this  statute  of 
limitations  or  to  shorten  one  already  existing  is  undoubted. 

"An  objection  may  at  once  be  here  raised,  that  this  pro- 

ceeding would  be  a  sort  of  hornet's  nest  stirring  up  all  the 
slumbering  black-mailers,  who  would  hasten  to  file  a  claim 
on  every  certificate  of  title  issued.  This  is  probably  so,  but 
it  would  have  the  advantage  of  bringing  them  to  the  light, 

for,  having  once  asserted  their  claim  upon  the  register  they 

are  compelled  to  bring  an  appropriate  action  to  assert  their 
claim  within  this  period  of  five  years.  The  machinery  of 
the  courts  would  thus  be  set  in  motion  and  the  true  owner 

would  have  the  right  to  prosecute  it  vigorously  to  a  con- 

clusion. "Possessory  title  is  acquired  after  the  land  has  been  once 

registered,  and  it  is  entirely  optional  whether  it  be  regis- 
tered  or  not,  it  is  transferred  by  a  surrender  of  the  certificate 
to  the  Registrar  and  an  issuance  df  a  new  one  to  the^=: 

grantee.  Between  the  parties  this  may  be  done  by  any  of 

the  recognized  modes  of  conveyance,  and  that  forms  a  cons — 
tract  between  them  which  may  be  inforced  in  law,  but,  as 

stated  before,  its  validity  as  a  conveyance  does  not  exist 

until  the  certificate  is  issued. "If  the  Registrar  i£  satisfied  that  the  supposed  grantor 

appears  upon  the  register  as  the  owner  of  the  land,  he  notes 
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upon  the  original  certificate  the  fact  of  the  transfer,  issues 

a  duplicate  new  one  to  the  grantee,  upon  which  shall  ap- 

pear the  volume  and  page  in  which  the  new  certificate  is 

registered.     And  here  the  second  constitutional  objection 
arises. 

"I^et  us^IipposeTtiat  A  lias  acquired  a  certificate  to  land. 

The  action  of  the  Registrar  was  in  reality  erroneous  in 

issuing  this  certificate,  and  B  is  the  true  owner.  Both  the 

examiners  and  the  Registrar  have  made  a  mistake.  Before 

Bean  make  known  his  claim  A  has  transferred  the  property 

to  C,  who  of  course  relies  upon  the  certificate  and  takes 

-absolirte^tle.  Has  Ii^44ghtto  proceed  in  an  action  at  law 

to  set  the  transfer  aside  ?  Unless  some  provision  were  made 

in  the  act  for  this  contingency,  the  answer  must  be  'yes,' 
because  otherwise  the  Registrar  would  have  usurped  the 

functions  of  a  judge;  that  is,  when  he  pretends  to  decide  as 

between  A  and  B  he  is  really  exercising  a  judical  function, 

and  it  not  being  in  accordance  with  due  process  of  law  the 

proceeding  is  a  nullity.  To  obviate  this  the  following  sec- 

tion is  incorporated  in  the  act: 

— dAlHilealings  with  the  land  or  any  estate  therein,  after 

the  same  has  been  brought  under  this  act,  and  all  liens,  in- 

cumbrances  and  cHarges"  upon  the  same'subsequent  to  the 
first  registration  therec^,  shall  be  admitted  to  be  subject  to     J| 

"There  is  of  course  the  possibility  of  a  certificate  being 

forged,  but  this  exists  to  even  greater  extent  in  the  present 

system,  and  the  cases  at  present  in  which  a  notary  has  been 

deceived  as  to  the  identity  of  the  person  making  the  oath 
are  exceedingly  rare. 

"So  long  as  A  retains  the  title  B  is  not  in  any  way  pre- 
vented from  still  recovering  the  land  from  him  in  an  action. 

But  if  A  transfers  it  to  C,  an  innocent  holder,  then  B  is 

compelled  to  make  his  claim  for  damages  to  the  State.       — ^. 

"In  Australia  there  has  been  created  an  insurance  fund 

and  a  tax  of  one-fifth  of  one  per  cent  is  levied  upon  every 

transfer  for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  the  Government. 

This  feature  li&s  not  been  incorporated  in  the  Illinois  sys- 

tem, owing  to  th^  five  year  limitation  clause.  Where, 

as  in  Australia,  an  arbitrary  time  was  fixed,  it  was  found 

necessary  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  a  mistake,  but 

it  was  thought  in  Illinois  that  the  five  year  clause  would 

g  ve  ample  opportunity  for  adjusting  every  possible  case. 

"The  limits  of  this  paper  forbid  a  detailed  examination 

of  all  the  features  of  the  act.  Once  given  a  conclusive  start- 

ing-pointrits  workings  appear  to  be  simple  and  perfectly 

feasible,  and  it^seenis  to  be,  in  the  opinion  of  theT)esfTeal- 
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the  terms  of  this  act  and  to  such  amendments  and  alterations 

as  may  hereafter  be  made.  -  The  bringing  of  land  under  this 

act  shall  imply  an  agreement  which  shall  run  with  the  land 

that  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  the  terms  of  the  act  and 

all  amendments' and  all  alterations  thereof.* 
"In  other  words,  by  bringing  his  land  under  this  act  the 

owner  makes  an  agreement  tljat  the  registrar  may  super- 
vise all  transfers  of  title  that  may  hereafter  take  place. 

  AAThe  registrar  is  created  an  arbitrator  for  the  purpose  of^ 

deciding  those  questions.  It  hgs  frequently  been  held  that 

an  agreement  to  submit  a  matter  to  arbitration,  as,  for  ex- 

ample, the  ordinary  arbitration  clause  in  insurance  policies, 

is  valid,  and  although  this  question  must  first  be  decided  in 

the  courts  before  absolute  safety  is  felt,  it  would  seem  to  be 

a' valid  condition;  at  least  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  emi- 
nent coiistitutional  lawyers  who  passed  upon   the   Illinois 

The  provision  extending  the  statute  fbrlivfe  years  to 

minors  and  infants  is  one  which  has  occasioned  much  diffi- 

culty. Ordinarily,  of  course,  the  statute  of  limitations  itself 

does  not  run  as  against  a  person  who  is  under  disability. 

But  if  we  were  to  except  minors  or  lunatics  from  the  opera- 
tion of  this  act  it  would  be  necessary  to  examine  every  title, 

for  certainty  could  not  exist  as  long  as  there  was  a  possibil- 

ity of  an  adverse  claim. 

^  "No  clear  starting  point  can  be  had  which  does  not  cut 
off  all  claimants  alike.  This  section  was  taken  from  the 

burnt  record  act  of  Illinois,  already  referred  to  as  amended 

in  1887,  and  which  amendment  has  thus  far  proved  satis- 
factory. 

-     "The  certificate  granted  by  the  Registrar  is  an  absolute 

"    guarantee  of  title.     Should  the  Registrar  and  his  examiners 
—  make  a  mistake  the  State  is  responsible.     But  is  is  urged 

that  if  A  succeeds  in  -getting  a  certificate  to  land  to  which 

*:— B  is  justly  entitled,  B  may  not  wish  to  have  damages  merelyv 

but  may  wish  his  identical  land  restored.     It  may  be  a  homc- 

steadi  or  dwelling  to  which  he  is  particularly  attached.     To 

"^thisthe  answer  is,  the  possibilities  of  error  are  very  few. 

estate  lawyers  who  have  seen  the  plan  in  actual  operation, 
that  there  is  no  insurmountable  objection  to  the  application 

^tlie  system  to  this  State  and  country.  „^ 

"It  is  commonly  urged-  that  the  fact  that  it  Tiais  worked 
remarkably  well  in  Australia,  where  the  source  of  title  is 

very  near  and  where  the  complications  in  transfers  are  very 

few,  is  no  argument  for  its  adaptability  to  this  country. 

"Lord  Coleridge,  late  Chief  Justice  of  England,  in  1872 

in  speaking  of  the  applicability  of  this  system  to  England 

declared  he  'had  never  been  able  to  perceive  the  obstacle  to 

applying  to  land  the  system  of  transfer  which  answered  so 

"well  when  applied  to  shipping,  but  as  his  learned  brethren- 
one  and  all  had  declared  that  tp^ be  impossible  he  had  be- 

come impressed  with  the  belief  that  there  must  be  something 

wrong  with  his  intellect,  as  he  failed  to  perceive  the  impos- 
sibility. The  remarkably  clear  and  logical  paper  which 

was  read  by  Sir  R.  R.  Torrens  relieved  him  from  that  pain- 
ful impression,  and  the  statistics  of  the  successful  working 

of  his  system  in  Australia  amount  to  demonstration,  so  that 
the  man  who  denies  the  practicability  of  applying  it  might 

as  well  deny  that  two  and  two  makes  four.' 
"It  seems  to  me  that  with  us  in  California  the  application 

of  the  system  should  be  particularly  easy.  We  have  had, 

under  the  control  of  our  Spanish  land  grants,  a,  well-known 
instance  of  an  attempt  to  form  a  conclusive  starting  point 

by  the  application  to  the  commission  of  1852.  .  We  are  still 

a  comparatively  young  State,  and  whatever  errors  are  now 

upon  ourland-title  records  will  be  perpetuated  as  time  goes 

on.  It  is  certainly  a  subject  for  consideration  as  to  the  ad- 
visability of  a  thorough  study  of  this  question  in  order  to 

impress  the  Legislature  with  its  importance." 

WASHINGTON    CHAPTER    OF    THE    AMERICAN    INSTI- 
TUTE  OF  ARCHITECTS. 

■Vt- 

In  the  course  of  eighteen  years  in  New  South  Wales  and 

Tasmania  not  a  single  claim  has  been  made  against  the 
Government.  ^, 

'n'T  the   regular    monthly   meeting    of    the   Washington 
j\   Chapter  of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects,  held 

Friday  evening,  February  7,  1896,  the  following  resolution" "was  passed:    ^ 

"We,   members  of  the   Washington  Chapter,  American 
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Institute  of  Architects,  wish,  both  as  a  body  and  as  in- 

dividuals, to  protest  against  certain  statements  published  in 

Harper's  Weekly  oi  December  28,  1895,  the  Utica  Globe  of 

January  18,  1896,  and  other  papers  of  recent  date,  in  which 
Mr.  Edward  P.  Casey,  son  of  Genl.  T.  L.  Casey,  is  put 

prominently  forward  as  the  Architect  of  the  new  Congress- 
ional Library  building  in  this  city. 

We  are  familar  with  this  building  from  its  beginning  to 

the  present  time,  and  feel  that  no  one  can,  with  propriety 

or  honesty,  be  entitled  to  the  credit  as  Architect  of  this 

building  except  J,  L-  Smithmeyer  and  Paul  J.  Pelz.  They 
have  devoted  the  best  years  of  their  lives,  from  1873  to  1893, 

in  perfecting  the  plan  and  in  designing  the  exterior  and 

interior  of  this  building.  ~ 
Official  documenf^  prove  that  the  work  was  commenced 

by  act  of  April  15.  1886,  und^r  the  direction  of  Smithmeyer 
and  Pelz,  Architects.  In  1888,  Genl.  T.  L.  Casey,  father 

of  the  alleged  Architect,  was  placed  in  ''charge,  with 

directions  to  complete  the  building  according  to  the  draw- 

ings of  Smithmeyer  and  Peiz,  omitting  four  of  the  stack- 
rooms  in  the  interior  courts^ 

of  southern  growth.      The  distribution  of  tests  by  species 
stands  as  follows: 

Southern  pines,  5  species   20,341 

Northern  pines  2        "        *   ;     1,097 
Bald  cypress   ^„^       4,126 
White  cedar^^.   

»••«•>»>< 

Oregon  fir,  10  pieces        276 
Conffers   26,083 

Gum,  red        867 
Oaks,  white,  4  species   T    .;...^....    4,052 

"      black,  5       "   .,^^^   .77.... ........ri^,  4,301 

Hickory,        8      •"       .,   ;   u"  *•   '    3>oii 

Elm  2  "  ...*Vr>Trr....    409 

-_^?f* 

"When  FauTTT.  Pelz  was  discharged,  March  29,  1892,  GenTT 

T.  L.  Casey,  U.  S.  A.,  wrote  him  that  "as  you  have  entirely 

completed  the  designs  for  the  architectural  characteristics 
and  features  of  the  building  for  the  Library  of  Congress, 

both  of  the  exterior  and  interior,  *  *  *  J  have  to  .state  that 

your  services  will  be  no  longer  required  by  the  Govern- 
ment." The  alleged  Architect,  Edward  P.  Casey,  was  not 

employed  in  any  capacity  on  the  building  before  this  date. 
We  desire  in  justice  to  two  members  of  our  profession, 

that  the  press  of  the  country  will  publish  this  protest,  and 

we  further  recommend  the  American  Institute  of  Architects 

to  take  official  action  in  reference  to  the  matter. 
=^    ̂ -  .-^^    -        (Signed)  __ 

Robert  Stkad,  President. 
Glenn  Brown,  Secretary. 

Total         39,437 

You  will  note,  that  of  Northern   timbers  only  the  white 

and  Norway  pines  have  been  .tested  in  a  small  way  and  of 

Oregon  fir  only  a  few  random  sticks  sent  in  by  an  interested 

party;  all  others  are  southern. -Of  these  sticks  only  a  portion  on  Longleaf  pine  was  com- 

UNITEb"**^  STATES      DEPARTMENT     OF     AGRICULTURE, 

DIVISION    OF   FORESTRY,   WASHINGTON,  D.  C, 

MARCH  2,  1896. 

^€.V-
 

-  H 

Walter  G.  Berg,  Esq.,  Principal  Assistant  Engineer,  Lehigh Valley  R.    R.,  Jersey  City,  N.J. 

Dear  Sir: — Replying  to  your  request  for  information 

regarding  the  status  of  the  timber  test  work,  especially  as 

regards  the  kinds  tested,  number  of  tests  and  the  data 

worked  up,  which  I  understand  you  desire  in  order  to  keep 

the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers  informed  as  to  the 

progress  of  this  work  most  interesting  to  them,  I  may  make 

the  following  brief  statement: 

The  total  number  of  tests  made  at  the  mechanical  labora- 

tory to  January  31st,  was  39»437»  which   during  February 

-will  be  brought  up  to  about^^irSOCV  when  all  the  material 

"collected  will  be  tested  and  the  work  for  the  present  aban- 

doned under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

In  the  above  number  the  moisture  determinations  which 

—  accompany  the  tests  are  included  reducing  the  actual  num- ber  of  mechanical  tests  to  probably  35,000. 

The  material  for  these  tests  was  specially  collected  in  the 

"woods,  comprising  356  trees  representing  32  species  mainly 

pTTed  and  worked  up  in  Bulletin  eight.  There  are,  however, 

now  the  entire  data  on  Southern  pine  worked  up  in  manu- 

script. The  average  results  will  presently  be  stated  in  an 

eight  page  circular,  the  status  of  the  printing  fund  of  the 

Department  preventing  for  the  present  the  issue  of  a  full 
bulletin.  There  will  then  still  remain  nearly  as  many  data 

referring  to  other  species  undigested. 
You  will  however,  understand  that  this  test  work  differs 

from  oth*r  testing' done  hitherto,  in  that  it  places  reliance 

onl:5^T)n  large  numbers.  Hence,  for  instance,  the  276  tests 

on  Oregon  fir  would  hardly  warrant  us  in  drawing  any  con- 

clusions, they  are  not  better  than  any  other  tests,  except 

that  their  moisture  condition  is  noted,  which  is  to  be  sure 
"one  important  advantage: 

On  the  other  hand,  for  the  Southern  pines  we  may  claim" 
to  have  such  a  series  of  data  as  to  make  It  unnecessary  for 

anybody  else  to  test  these  timbers  again;  they  cover  such  a 

large  number  under  all  sorts  of  conditions  that  absolute 
confidence  in  the  reliability  of  the  data  for  the  range  of 

strength  in  the  specie^  should  be  accorded  to  them. 

At  the  same  time  the  confusion  existing  in  engineers' 
tables  with  regard  to  the  kind  of  pine  (names  or  species) 

should  not  be  permitted  any  longer,  especially  since  the 

various  species  promiscuously  referred  to  as  southern  pine, 

yellow  pAe,  pitch  pine,  etc.,  differ  up  to  twenty  per  cent  in
 

average  strength  values. 
But  the  mere  establishment  of  the  strength  values  does 

not  exhaust  the  usefulness  of  these  data;  they  were  to  be 

used,  and  will  be  used,  if  we  are  permitted,  to  establish 

such' relationships  as  will  lead  to  the  formulation  of  rules  of 

inspection— Wi^-  most  important  object  c^  these  investiga- 
tions—as a  result  of  which  the  engineer  or  other  consumer 

will  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  comparative  value  of  th
e 

piece  in  hand.  — —   —^   
Vox  such  purpose  the  existing  data  may  sometimes  

not 

even  prove  sufficient  and  would  have  to  be  suppleme
nted 

by  new  data  obtained  under  special  conditions.  __.^ 

One  of  the  investigations  of  this  nature  directly  
interest- 

ing to  the  engineer  is  that"on  the  relation  of  tests  on  l
arge 

and  small  sizes.  Here,  too,  our  number  of  tests  is 
 still  too 

small  for  safe  generalization,  although  not  less  tha
n  340 

large  columns  and  beams  have  been  tested,  
with  the  inter-^ 

esting  and  readily  explained  result  that  for  s
ymmetrically 
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cut  beams  (heart  in  center)  the  values  are  as  laige  and 

sometimes  larger  than  for  the  average  of  the  small  pieces 

cut  from  the  same  beams;  while  the  columns  give  mostly 

but  not  always  lower  values,  yet  the  results  are  so  variable, 

that  no  trustworthy  ^lumerical  data  have  been  attained,  the 

range  in  individual  cases  being  as  much,  as  fifty  percejaL._. 

At  present  the  work  will  be  abandoned  for  the  fiscal  year, 

the  allotment  of  funds  having  been  exhausted,  about 

$40,000  iii^^all  having  been  spent  so  far.  An  attempt  to 
work  up  the  test   results,  at  least  for  data  of  strength,  will 
b€  made. 

In  the  reading  of  the  appropriations  for  this  Division  for 

the  next  year  the  reference  to  this  line  of  work  has  been  left 

out,and,a  discontinuance  is  probably  contemplated.  A  bill 

making  special  appropriation  for  its  continuance  has  been 

introduced  in  the  Senate  (S.  1214),  but  its  passage  is  ex- 

ceedingly questionable. 

Regretting,  then,  that   I   cannot   report   to   you    a   more 

hopeful  outlook. Yours  very  truly, 

■^    ■■  ■    (Signed)         B.  E.   Fernow,  Chief. 
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THE  TALL  OFFICE  BUILDING  ARTISTICALLY  CONSIDERED. 

«fJN  unpromising  subject  has  been  tackled  by  Louis  H. 

/I  Sullivanwhen  he  discants  on  "The  Tall  Office  Build- 

ing Artistically  Considered"  in  Lippijicotts'  Magazine. 
Thus  considered  the  problem  resolves  itself  into  the  fol- 

lowing, according  to  Mr.  Sullivan:  "How  shall  we  impart 
to  this  stark,  staring  exclamation  of  eternal  strife,  the 

graciousness  of  those  higher  forms  of  sensibility  and  culture 

that  rest  on  the  lower  and  fiercer  passions  ?  How  shall  we 

"proclaim  from  the  dizzy  height  of  this  strange,  weird,  mod-- 
em  housetop  the  peace  evangel  of  sentiment,  of  beauty,  the 

cult  of  a  higher  life?"  ^ 
A  problem  indeed  of  great  difficulty;  for  the  associations 

t>f  a  tall  office  building  are  such  that  the  cult  of  a  higher 

life  (except  in  a  physical  sense)  has  as  much  chance  to  grow 

therein  as  a  rose  on  the  top  of  a  granite  boulder. 

Another  difficult  problem  to  solve  is  what  are  the  "higher 
forms  of  sensibility  and  culture  that  rest  on  the  lower  and 

fiercer  passions."  It  must  be  an  unstable  resting  place 

fer  those  higher  forms. 

The  normal  type  of  office  buildings  consist  of: 

"ist,  a  story  below-ground,  containing  boilers,  engines^ 

of  various  sorts,  etc.,— in  short,  the  plant  for  power,  heat- 

ing, lighting,  etc.,  2d,  a  ground-floor,  so-called,  devoted  to 
stores,  banks,  or  other  establishments  requiring  large  area, 

ample  spacing,  ample  light,  and  great   freedom   of  access. 

3d,  a    second   story   readily   accessible   by    stairways — this 
space   usually  in  large   subdivisions,    with    corresponding 

liberality  in  structural  spacing  and  in  expanse  of  glass  and 

breadth  of  external  openings.     4th,  above  this  an  in3tfin\te 
number  of  stories  of  offices  piled  tier  upon  tier,  one  tier  just 

like  another  tier,  one  office  just  like  all  the  other  offices, — 

an  office  being  similar  to  a   cell  in  a  honey-comb,  merely  a 
compartment,  nothing   more.     5th    and  last,  at  the  top  of 

this  pile  is  placed  a  space  or  a  story  that,  as  related  to  the 

"T^ife  and  usefulness  of  the  structure,  is  purely  physiological 
in   its   nature, — rnamely,  the  attic.     In  this  the  circulatory 

system  x:ompletes  itself  and  malces4ts^^and  turn,  ascending 
and    descending.     The   space   is   filled   with   tanks,  pipes, 

valves,  sheaves,  and  mechanical  etcetera   that  supplement 

and  complement  the  force-originating  plant  hidden  below- 

ground  in  the  cellar.  Finally,  or  at  the  beginning  rather, 

there  must  be  on  the  ground-floor  a  main  aperture  or  en- 

trance common  to  all  the  occupants  or  patrons  of  the  build- 

ing." 

^  The   practical   way  of  treating  such  a  building  is   very 

justly  given  by  Mr.  Sullivan: 

"Beginning  with  the  first  story,  we  give  this  a  main  en- 

trance that  attracts  the  eye  to  its  location,  and  the  remain- 

der of  the  story  we  treat  in  a  more  or  less  liberal,  expansive, 

sumptuous   way,— a   way   based   exactly  on    the  practical 

necessities,  but  expressed  with  a  sentiment  of  largeness  and 

freedom.     The  second  story  we  treat  in  a  similar  way,  but 

usually  with  milder   pretension.     Above   this,  throughout 

the  indefinite  number  of  typical  office-tiers,  we  take  our  cue 

from  the  individual  cell,  which  requires  a  window  with  its 

separating  pier,  its  sill  and  lintel,  and  we,  without  more 

ado,  make  them  look  all  alike  because   they  are  all  alike. 

This  brings  us   to  the  attic,  which,  having  no  division  inio^ 

office-cells,  and  no  special   requirement  for  lighting,  gives 

us  th£  power  to  show  by  means  of  its  broad  expanse  of  wall,— 

and  its  dominating  weight  and  character,  that  which  is  the 

"  fact,— namely,  that  the  series  of  office-tiers  has  come  defi- 

nitely to  an  end."  "   

■i^ 

He  then  remarks  that  the  chief  characteristic  of  the  tall 

office  building  is  its  loftiness— and  that  the  man  that  lives 

of  his  life  and  for  his  life  in  the  fullest,  most  consummate 

sense  "must  realize  at  once  and  with  the  grasp  of  inspira- 

tion that  the  problem  of  the  tall  office  building  is  one  of  the 

most  stupendous,  one  of  the  most  magnificent  opportunities 

that  the  Lord  of  Nature  in  his  beneficence  "lias  ever  off'ered to  the  proud  spirit  of  man. 

.^^hat   this   has   not   been   perceived — indeed,   has   beeBL=_ 

flatly   denied — is   an  exhibition  of  human  perversity   that 

must  give  us  pause." 
I  must  be  one  of  those  exhibitions  of  human  perversity 

for  I  fail  utterly  to-see  iMn  that  light. 

The  raison  d'etre  of  the  tall  office  building,  the  mercantile, 

financial  and  other  commercTal  purauits  for  which  it  is  used, 

fail  to  arouse  in  the  ordinary  man  the  enthusiasm  exhibited 

by  our  essayist.     It  is  no  doubt  a  fact  that  the   tall   office 

building   is   tall,  but  that   fact   alone   cannot   enthuse   the 
artist.     That  thrill   cannot  come  over  him  as  he  gazes  up 

the  lank  sides  of  the  tall    office  building  although  it  does 

soar  into   the   heavens  and  may  be   adorned  in   the   most 

artistic  manner,  that  comes  over  him   as  he  gazes  up  the '^ 

straight  majestic  trunk  of  the  mighty  Redwood  and  finally 

feasts  his  eyes  upon  the  gently  swaying  mass  of  foliage  out- 

lined against  the  heavens— or  even,  to  a  less  extent,  as  he 

follows   with  his   eye  the   outlines  of  the    tapering   spire, 

massive  tower  or  dome  of  some  building  dedicated  to  the 

higher  susceptibilities  of  human  nature. 
Never  can  the  tall  office  building  vie  with  eiUier  of  these 

in  exciting  artistic  feeling;  for  the  idea  represented  by  it  is 

an  idea  entirely  incommensurate  with  its  size  and  as  well 

may  the  frog  try  to  inflate  itself  to  the  size  of  the  ox  as 

may  the  tall  office  building  attempt  to  take  hold  of  a  natural 

and  artistic  natiire  in  such  a  way  as  such  other  things  we 

have  mentioned  in  our  example. 

As  Mr.   Sullivan  says:    "The  law    \s—fo7m   ever  follows 

function'' — therefore  whea  the  iunctioa   is  unenobling  the 

form  must  be  the  same,  and  the  more  this  function  is  ex- 

hibited as  it  should  be  by  the   true   architect  the   truth  is 
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more  exposed,  and  although  he  will  naturally  show  the  best 

side  possible  of  that  function,  for  he^  detests  anything 
hideous — still  its  natural  infirmity  must  be  brought  to  light, 

and  must  cast  its  blighting  shadow  upon  the  whole  edifice — 
and  the  only  effect  on  an  artist  would  be  the  admiration 

caused  by  the  perfect  way  in  which  its  functions  have  been 

sublimated.  . 
If  we  are  to  believe  that  the  author  feels  that  the  exhi- 

bition of  the  functions  of  the  office  building  alone  without 

sublimation  enough  to  make  them  unrecognizable  can  excite 

thoee  thrilling  effects  upon  the  artists  nature  which*he  por- 

trays, then  it  is  hard  to  reconcile  this  with  his  wind  up.      - 
"When  we  know  and  feel  that  Nature  is  our  friend,  not- 

our implacable  enemy, — that  an  afternoon  in  the  country, 
an  hour  by  the  sea,  a  full  open  view  of  one  single  day, 

through  dawn,  high  noon,  and  twilight,  will  suggest  to  us 

so  much  that  is  rhythmical,  deep,  and  eternal  in  the  vast  art 

of  architecture,  something  so  deep,  so  true,  that  all  the 

narrow  formalities,  hard-and-fast  rules,  and  strangling 

bonds  of  schools  cannot  stifle  it  in  us — then  it  may  be  pro- 

claimed that  we  are  on  the  high-road  to  a  natural  and  satis- 

fying art,  an  architecture  that  will  soon  become  a  fine  art  in 

the  true,  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  an  art  that  will  live  be- 
cause it  will  be  of  the  people,  for  the  people,  and  by  the 

people."  ^.  J.  C. 

31 

roundings  and  the  present  buildings  on  the  grounds,  though 
they  are  considered  as  merely  temporary.  _  ̂ 

The  Faculty  would  make  out  a  list  of  the  requirements 
for  an  ideal  University,  which  the  competing  architects 

WQuld  be  expected  to  plan  for  this  site. 
The  time  given  for  the  competitors  will  depend  largely  on, 

the  views  of  the  leading  architects  of  the  Country  in  thati 

regard.     Without    knowledge   on    that   subject,  we   figure 
that  six  months  would  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 

This  is  a  State  University,  with  a.s.sets  of  about  eight 
million  dollars,  and  a  permanent  tax  for  its  support  of  one 

4iiiU_on  the  dollar  of  the  increasing  taxable  wealth  of  the 

^tate.  - 
The  buildings  are  to  be  erected  as  required,  but  it  is  ex- 

pected that  the  next  Legislature  of  the  State  will  grant  the 

University  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  build- 

ing purposes,  and  it  seems  probable  that  say  a  million 
dollars  will  be  expended  for  improvements  within  the  next ten  3«iWts. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Regents  will  give  from  five  thousand 

to  ten  thousand  in  prizes^  in  the  competition.  I  should  as- 
sume that  the  architect  whose  plan  was  selected  would  have 

the  supervision  of  all  buildings  erected  during  his  lifetime. 
For  your  views  on  these  points,  and  everything  germane 

to  this  subject,  prior  to  April  twentieth,  I  should  be  greatly 
obliged.  Yours  very  truly, 

New  York,  February  27,  1896. 

Dear  Sir: — We  have  just  received  a  copy  of  your 

January  number,  in  which  there  is  a  long  article  concerning 
the  University  of  Berkeley,  quoting  several  architects 
opinions  in  the  matter  of  the  proposee  work,  and  though 

we  are  quoted  correctly,  the  portion  quoted  ig*fiot  the  sense 

of  our  ktter.   , — .^   ._   
San  Francisco,  March  14,  1896. 

The  California  Architect  and  Building  News 

J)EAR  Sirs: — The  Board  of  Regents  of  the  University  of 

California  has  set  apart   April  28,  1896,  to  discuss  the  best 
methods   of  obtaining   a   permanent   grand    plan    for    the.^ 

grounds  and  buildings  of  the  University  at  Berkeley,  Cali- fornia. 

It  Would  seem  that  the  Board  is  required  by  law  to  have 

a  competition,  that  is,  it  is  required  to  "advertise  for  plans." Under  these  circumstances,  as  I  have  been  requested  to 

make  a  report  to  the  Board  on  this  subject,  you  would 

oblige  me  greatly,  if  you  would  give  me  your  judgment  as 
to  the  best  method  of  having  such  a  competition  to  secure 
the  selection  of  the  best  plan. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  there  should  be  a  Board  of 

three  or  five  experts  advisory  to  the  Regents — that  the 
majority  of  this  Board  should  be  selected  by  the  ten  leading 
architects  in  the  Eastern  States,  and  the  balance  to  be 

selected  by  the  five  leading  architects  of  this  State.  This 

Board  of  experts  or  Advisory  Board  might  have  added  to  it, 

if  it  were  deemed  advantageous,  three  members  selected 

from,  say  Harvard,  Yale  and  Chicago  UnrveTsities,  as  they 

would  be  presumed  to  have  knowledge  and  experience  in 
such  matters,  but  the  final  decision  would  rest  with  the 

Board  of  Regents.  ^'':-  ' The  Board  of  Regents  would  send  to  all  competing  archi- 
-tects,  a  topographical  map,  and  perhaps  papier  mache  cast 

of  the  University  grounds,  and  full  photographs  of  the  sur- 

We  hold  practically  the  same  views  as  Mr.  Sullivan  arid 

are   absolutely  opposed   to   competitions.     We   undertook, 

however,  to  explain  the  best  conditions  under  which  a  com- 
petition could  be  conducted,  if  one  is  absolutely  necessary. 

We  would  appreciate  a  correction  from  you. 

Yours  truly, 

Carrere  &  Hastings. 

[We  did  not  make  Messrs.  Carrere  &  Hastings'  opposition 
to  competitions  sufficiently  prominent  and  are  glad  of  the 
opportunity  of  correcting  any  wrong  impressings  made  by 

not  publishing  the  whole  of  their  letter. — Ed.] 

LEGAL  DECISIONS. 

Irom  a  large  number  of  Legal  Decisions  of  the  higher  Court, 

of  the  dijffere7tt  States  of  the  U7iion,  we  select  a?id publish  in  this 
column,  such  as  appear  applicable  to  this  sectioji  of  the  country. 

Fraud  of  Contractor  and  Owner  will  not  Prevent 
Lien.— In  an  action  to  enforce  a  mechanic's  lien  in  favor  of  a  sub- 

contractor, notwithstandiiig  the  contractor  liad  covenanted  that 
no  liens  should  be  flled,  on  the  ground  that  though  the  title  stood 
in  the  name  of  the  sister  of  the  contractor,  the  latter  was  whole  or 
part  owner  of  the  property,  and  the  wliole  scheme  pf  having  it  put 
in  her  name,  and  his  making  the  contract  and  covenant  was  a  mere 
device,  participated  in  by  both  of  them,  for  the  purpose  of  mislead- 

ing and  defrauding  strangers  to  the  title  who  should  furnish  labor 
and  material,  the  Hupreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  lield  such  evi- 

dence sufficient,  thougji  it  would  not  be  to  create  a  resulting  trust 

"Sd verse  to  thci  holder  of  the  legal  title. — "" — : — — ,-—   ^^— .   
Brllman  v.  Heron,  32  Atlantic  Reporter,  294. 
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Notice  Invalid  Acsainst  Mortoagek.— A  claim  for  material 

furnished  in  luiildiiip  two  Iiouhch  under  separate  contracts,  filed  as 

a  lien  against  one  of  them,  is  invalid  as  aj^ainst  a  mortgagee  of  the 

building,  though  the  owner  has  consented  to  a  decree  establishing the  lien  in  a  suit  bv  the  claimant  against  him.    j 

Leftwieh  LuniU-r  Co.  v.  Mut.  Building,  etc.,  Ass'n,  Supreme 
Ct.  Ala.  IS  So.  Kepprter,  48. 

What  Land  is  Sitiukc-t  to  Mechanic's  Lie??.— Where  a 

statute  declaring  subject  to  mechanic's  liens  on  a  buildmg  the 
land  on  whi«'h  it  is  situated,  together  with  so  much  of  the  land 

alM)ut  it  as  mav  be  required  for  the  convenient  use  and  occupation 

of  such  building,  the  whole  forty  acre  tract  on  which  a  dwelling  is 

located  is  not  subject  to  liens,  it  not  being  meant  that  sufficient 

land  about  the  building  to  support  the  owner  while  living  there 
will  be  subject  to  a  litn. 
Cowan  V.  Griffith,  Supreme  Ct.  Cal.,  41  Pac.  Ileporter  42. 

^Contract  TO  C<>NTiNrE  After  Default  a  new  Under- 
TAKINO— In  an  action  to  recover  the  value  of  work,  labor  and 

materials,  it  appeared  that  a  party  had  contracted  with  a  third 

persoulodo  certain  work  in  another's  residence;  that  the  contract 
was  partlv  performed  when  it  was  violated  by  such  third  person,  in 

omitting^o  make  payments;  that  the  first  party  refused  to  pro- 
ceed, when  the  owner  reijuested  him  to  finish  the  work  and  that 

he  would  pav  him.  The  Court  held  that  this  was  a  new  promise, 

and  not  thepromise  to  pav  the  debt  of  another  which  would  have 
been  in  the  statute  of  frauds,  and  should  have  been  in  writing. 

Sehulz  V.  Cohen,  34  N.  Y.  O.  Sup.  927. 

Bi'KDEN  OF  Proof  OF  Neglkience  in  Dangerous  Premises. 

—Where  a  building  falls  without  any  apparent  cause,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  explanatorv  circumstances,  negligence  will  be  presumed, 

and  the  burden  is  upcm  the  owner  to  show  that  heexercised  ordin- 
arv  care  to  ki'ep  it  in  a  safe  condition;  but  where  it  appears  from 

such  explanatorv  circumstances  that  the  cause  of  the  fall  of  the 

Ojuildingwas  a  latent  defect  in  the  construction,  and  there  is  no 

evidence  tending  to  show  such  cause  was  owii»g  to  the  n^'ghgenc^ 

of  the  owner,  the  burden  rests  upon  the  party  asserting  such  negli- 

gence to  show  that  such  cause  might  have  Ijeen  discovered  and  re- 
moved l)efore  the  accident  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care  011  the 

part  of  the  owner.  .^^— ̂  
llyder  v.  Kinsey.  Supreme  Ct.  Minn.,  64  N.  W.  Rep.  94. 

■«**. 

"~f 

LiAHiLiTV  OF  Sureties  on  Contractor's  Bond.— A  slight 

departure  from  the  plans  and  specifications  of  the  work,  without 

the  knowledge  of  the  sureties  upon  a  contractor's  bond,  where  the 
alterations  are  authorized  by  the  contract  the  performance  of 

which  the  bond  was  given  to  secure,  will  not  relieve  the  sureties 

from  liability  upon  the  bond.  Nor  will  the  fact  that  the  principal 

procured  the  signature  of  a  surety  on  the  promise  that  he  would 

afterwards  obtain  the  signatures  of  others,  which  was  not  done, 

relieve  the  surety;,from  his  obligation  on  a  l>ond  delivered,  approved and  filed.  ~  ^  _  •  ̂ ^   __         .„  ̂ ^     .^ 

Kisse  V,  Hopkins  Planing-Mill  Co.,  Supreme  Ct.  Kans.  40  Pacific 

lleport  r.  904.     • 

moOK5«;PCR10DICAD:: 

V 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  the  FIFTH  ANNUA
L  CON- 

VENTION OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF  RAILWAY 

SUPERINTENDENTS  of  BRIDGES  and  BUI
LDINGS, 

held  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  Oct.  15  and  16,  1895. 

We   have    received  the  above  from  the  Secretary  
of  this 

Association,  S.  E.  Patterson.  -It  contains  a  m
ass  of  valuable 

-information,  results  of  experiments  and  other  ma
tters  of  not 

only  great  value  to  Superintendents  of  Rai
lroad  Bridges  but 

also  to  the  architect  and  builder  at  large. 

The  exhaustive  Report  of  Commission  o
n  "Strength  of 

Bridge  and  Trestle  Timbers,"  we  publis
hed  in  our  last 

November  number.     As  of  special  PaciBc  
Coast  interest  we 

publish  in  this  number  the  Results  of  Experiments  made 

by  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  and  of  Prof.  Wing  of 

Stanford  University  on  Oregon  Pine  and  Redwood. 

APPENDIX    T. 

TESTS   of   DOUGLAS   FIR   AND    CALIFORNIA   REDWOOD   MADE 

FOR       THE      SOUTHERN     PACIFIC      RAILWAY      BY. 

MRjJOHN    p.    ISAACS. 

Mr.  John  D.  Isaacs,  assistant  engineer,  Southern  Pacific 

Railway,  summarizes  the  results  of  tests  made  under   his 

direction  as  follows:  -  '— -  —  - 

"Regarding  strength  of  Oregon  pine  (properly  Douglas 

fir)  and  Redwood  timber,  the  following  are  the  averages  of 

many  experiments  (neglecting  abnormal  results)  made 

several  years  prior  to  1895,  by  our  company  under  ̂ y 

supervision." 
Ultimate  Breakiiig  Strength   in   pounds  per  square  inch. 

Douglas  Fir.     Redwood. 
Tensile.. ̂ ^7.7   .7^1^^.^.    i5.900  8,000 

Crushing.....    6,000  3,000 

Shearing  parallel  with  grain    600  276 

Modulus  of  elasticity     1,272,000  600,000 

Allowable  Safe  Unit  Stresses  in  pounds  per  square  inch. 

Usedjn  practice  under  ordinary  a)nditions,  by  Mr.  Isaacs^ '^    "  ~^  Douglas  Fir.     Redwood. 

Tensile           i.^oo  800 

Crushing    i»200  600 

Shearing  parallel  with  grain    150  50 

Bearing  perpendicular  to  grain    400  150 

.   tiln  trestle  work   red  wood  is  principally  used   for  sills^ 

posts  and  caps,  or  wherever  the  timber  is  subject  to  rapid
 

decay,  although  creosoted  fir  timber  has  been  replacing  red
 

wood  for  the  latter  purpose  on  the  Southern  Pacific  railway system.  ^   

■  '«Xhe  tests  were  ma'^e  as  follows:  A  large  number  of  logs 

^were  cut  from  different  portions  of  trees  from  various  locali- 

ties and  exposures.  After  air-seasoning  the  logs  were  cut 

into  one  inch  sc^uare  pieces;  half  of  the  pieces  from  each 

section  were  tested  by  tensile  and  the  other  half  by  com- 

pressive strain,  the  pieces  being  turned  down  to  a  round  for 

abo'ut  eight  inches  in  length.  All  pieces  were  tested,  except 

such  showing  sap  or  splits  running  across  the  grain.  The 

diameters  were  gauged  very  carefully.  The  machine  was  a 

home-made  apparatus  of  about  25,000  pounds  capacity,  with 

a  pressure  gauge  for  recording  pressures.  The  shearing 

tests  were  made  by  pulling  a  half-inch  round  out  of  some 

of  the  one-inch  pieces.  The  modulus  of  elasticity  was  de- 

termined by  bending  pieces  of  various  dimensions. 

"All  of  the  experimental  results  have  been  checked  at 

various  times  by  isolated  experiments.  An  extended  ex-
 

perience with  a  great  vafiety  of  timber  structures  has  con- 

firmed my  opinion  that  the  units  given  above  are  just  right 

for  good  practice. 
"While  the  testing  methods,  as  compared  with  more 

efficient  laboratory  machines,  may  appear  somewhat  crude, 

the  results  obtained  are  probably  just  as  near  the  truth,  con- 

sidering the  varying  characteristics  of  different  pieces  of  the 

same  species  of  timber."  ' 

jt^JRNAL  OF  THE  WESTERN  SOCIETY  OF  EN- 

GINEERS, contains  papers,  discussions,  abstracts  and  pro- ceedings. 

This  journal  is   full  of  interesting  matters  for  engineers 
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and  architects.  It  contains  a  specially  complete  series  of 

monographs  on  Hydraulic  Cement  covering  the  following 

questions,  i.  Relative  qualities  of  the  several  Portland 

and  natural  cements  at  present  in  general  use.  2.  The  ex- 

tent to  which  the  testing  of  cement  is  useful  in  connection 

\iith  various  classes  of  work.  3.  What  nature  of  testing 

is  suitable.  4.  The  essential  points  which  should  be  cov- 

ered in  specifications  as  to  testing  cements.  5.  The  influence 

of  the  amount  of  water  used  in  forming  pastes  and  mortar. 

6.  How  the  several  cement  mortars  are  affected  by  cold, 

both  in  laboratory, and  in  practical  work.  7.  How  mortars 

are  affected  by  tempering.  8.  What  specifications  should 

require  as  to  mortar  and  mortar  mixing.  9.  How  oement 

mortars  are  affected  by  different  kinds  of  sand.  10.  What 

extent  cement  mortar  plasters  can  be  relied  upon  to  adhere 

to  cement  mortar  concretes,  especially  when  Portland  cement 

is  used  for  plaster  and  natural  cement  for  concrete. 
Also  notes  on  Dry  Docks  and  a  paper  covering  We 

whole  field  of  Oriental  Rail  Roads  including  remarks  on  the 

railroad  stations— wherein  it  is  noticed  that  there  are  very 

few  stations  built  in  the  countries  under  English  rule  where 

the  interior  finish  is  given  much  attention  while  the  exteriors 

are  most  of  them  very  artistic  and  beautiful  especially  the 

one  at  Bombay  which  is  said  to  be  the  finest  in  the  world. 

It  is  in  the  Gothic  style  with  an  Oriental  feeling. 

~^    Here  is  an  account  of  how  the"eTephant  is  used  ihTl umber 

yard. 

"One  of  the  great  sights  of  Rangoon  is  the  elephants 

working  in  the  saw-mills  and  lumber  yards.  They  were 

formerly  employed  in  all  the  large  mills  but  at  present  only 

one  continues  to  use  them,  and4n4his-yaTd-we  saw  fourteen- 

at  work,  from  sweeping  the  floor  to  piling  up  timbers  which 

were  said  to  weigh  one  ton. 

"We  saw  an  elephant  walk  up  a  to  a  stick  of  timber  about 

fourteen  inches  square,  twenty-five  to  thirty  feet  long, 

which  they  said  weighed  one  ton,  get  down  on  his  knees, 

run  his  tusks  under  it,  throw  his  trunk  over  it,  get  up  and 

carry  it  to  a  pile  of  similar  sticks  and  put  it  down  with  one 

end  resting  on  the  pile  and  the  other  end  on  the  ground. 

H^  then^valked  around  to  the'end  on  the  ground,  curled  up 
the  end  of  his  trunk  and  with  it  pushed  the  timber  up  on 

top  of  the  pile  and  then  went  to  the  other  end  and  pushed  it 

up  so  it  lay  even  with  the  other  timbers.';^ 

Care  has  been  taken  that  all  the  material  used  should  be 

of  the  very  best  kind  obtainable  and  it  has  been  built  with 

the  greatest  care,  each  contractor  having  been  allowed  all 
the  time  necessary  to  do  the  best  work. 

One  of  the  features  of  this  residence  is  the  nvai^v  stair  hall 

16x16  feet,  built  all  of  best  quartered  oakwithfine  carvings. 

The  entrance  to  the  hall  in  front  of  the  front  door  consists 

of  an  arched  way  with   pilasters  on  each   side  of  the   wall 

and  pilastrettes  to  support  the  arch.     The  stair-case,  richly 

carved,  is  at  one  side  and  lands  on  a  gallery  boarded  around 

with  a  fine  balustrade.     Oak  pilasters  support  the  gallery 

aiid  the  dome  which  covers  this  hall.     Nearly  all  the  rooms 

open  into  this  hall  or  the   gallery  that  surrounds  it,  and  as 

the  top  of  the  dome  is  covered  with  an  art  colored  ceiling 

light  iixii  feet,  there  is  light  and  ventilation  in  all  parts^ 

of  the   house.     There  is  a  chapel  with  three  art  windows 

with  original  designs.     A  balcony  opens  from   the   chapel 

into  the  hall  giving  a  very  fine  effect. 

The  parlors  are  finished  with  moulded  cornices  and  the 

windows  have  Ionic  pilasters  and^  entablatures.  One  of  the 

parlors  has  a  most  beautiful  mantel  made  of  California 

Onyx  by  Kesseler  Bros.,  and  the  other  a  fine  Oak  mantle. 

RESIDENCE   OF   MRS.  ANNA   M.  WOHLER,  2025   SACRA- 

MENTO STEEET,  E.  J.  MOLERA,  ARCHITECT. 

TITHIS  residence  fronting  Lafayette  Park  is  in  one  of  the 

1  most  fashionable  locations  in  the  city.  The  lot  on 

which  It  is  built  is  65  x  137)^  feet.  The  architect  has  en- 

deavored to  follow,  for  the  outside  and  the  inside  of  the 

building,  a  pure  Renaissance  style.  Our  illustrations  take
n 

from  photographs  of  the  edifice  will  show  the  successful  way^ 

of  the  treatment  of  the  subjectr""  
~ The  front  measures  fifty  feet  in  width  excluding  the  side 

entrance.  It  is  two  stories  in  height;  the  depth  of  the  build- 

ing is  a  little  over  fifty  feet  with  an  L  where  the  kitchen,^ 

pantry  and  grill  room  are  built.  Besides  the  residence
 

proper  an  outside  house  for  the  man  servant  and  tool  house 

^s  built  in  the  rear.  ^^  
^^ The  house  contains  two  parlors,  dining-room  and  three 

principal  rooms  all  15x24  feet  besides  a  large  hall  16x16  feet, 

three  bathrooms,  four  additional  sleeping  rooms,  three  toilet 

rooms,  etc.      ̂   "'~^-  - 

'  If  i>«i«.  '■■« 

ONYX     MANTLE     MADE     BY    KESSELER      BROS. 

The  dining-room  is  one  of  the  most  elaborate  ever  built  in 

this  city;  it  is  highly  ornamented  with  wainscoting  com- 

posed of  engraved  panels  separated  with  Ionic  pilasters. 

The  ceiling  has  the  beams  exposed  and  are  ornamented  with 

rosettes  and  fluted.  The  crossing  of  the  beams  form  forty 

squares  three  feet  on  each  side,  they  have  all  fine  centers; 

the  ends  of  all  the  beams  are  supported  by  mural  brackets 

With  moulded  cornices  between  them.  All  the  walls  were 

handsomely  decorated  by  D.  O.  Sturts  the  artist,  and  highly 

x)rnamented  in  white  and  gold  Louis  XVI.  style  by  the  well- 

known  firm  of  St.  Dennis,  painters  who  did  all  the  painting 

for  the  house.     All  the  metal  work  in  this  room  is  gold 

plated. 

^"  Mrs.  Wohler,  the  owner,  has  adjoinin
g  her  room  a  bou- 

;« 
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joir  and  a  very  pretty  l)atli-room  for  her  exclusive  use. 

The  latter  has  one  of  the  finest  porcelain  tubs  manufactured 

exclusively  for  this  work  by  the  J.  L.  Mott  Iron  Works,  to 

obtain   the  many  different   styles  required,  and  otlieirs'were 

promptly  manufactured  by  the  same  firm. 
To  insure  absolute  protection  against  dampness,  heat, 

cold,  or  dust,  all  the  walls  of  the  building  are  sheathed 

with  P.  &  B.  Building  Paper,  a  California  production  manu- 

factured by  the  Paraffine  Paint  Co.,  116  Battery  street. 

This  paper  is  now  used  in  all  first-class  houses  and  is  speci- 

fied by  all  the  leading  architects  as  a  most  perfect  insulator. 

NOTICE   OF   MEETINGS. 

Han  FKANriw;<>  Cjiapteu,  American  Institutk   ok   Akchi- 

Tiiurrs  nuH'tj*  second  Friday  of  each  month  at  40S  ('alifornia  street. 
Skth  Babson,  I'res.                   W.   P.  Mooke,  Vice-Pres. 
OMVjijK  EvEHE'rr,  fciec.   ^  John  M.  Curtis,  Treas.-^—   

Southern  California  Chapter  American  Institute  of^ 

ARCiHTE<rrs,  meets  first  Wednesday  of  each  month  at  114  Spring' 
street,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Octavius  Moroan,  Prks.  A.  M.  Edki.max,  Vice-Pres. 
Arthur  B.  Benton,  Sec't.        August  Wackkrharth,  Treas. 

'rEciiNKAi.  Society  of  TirE  Pacific  Coast,  meets  first  Friday 
of  each  mouth  at  Aendeniv  of  Sciences  Biiihlinj?. 

Ceo.  W.  Dickie,  Pres.  '  W.  G.  Curtis^  Vice-Pres. — Otto  \^on  Ceeuerx,  Sec.  Edward  T.  Schild,  Treas. 

AF.^ster  PxuMiiERs'  Association^  meeta  every  tlrst  «nd  thlTci- 
Fii(h»v  of  each  month  at  tlie  Floo  1   Buihlins. 

Jas.  E.  liRiTT,  Pres.  J.  h.  E.  Firman,  Sec. 

Builders'  Exchange,   Directors    meet    first    Friday   in    each 

month  at  Mission  and  New  Montgomery. 
Oscar  Lewis,.  Pres.  J  as.  A.  Wilson,  Sec. 

■J^ 

-MADE    AND    DKCORATKD     KSPKCIALLY     FOR     THIS     BUILDING 

BY    THE     J.     L.     MOT^T      IRON     WORKS    AND    SET 
BY    MR.     W.    D.     HOBRO. 

Masons'  AND  BriLDRRS^  Association,  meet  flrst  Friday  even 
Victor  Hoffman,  Sec. 

ing  of  each  month. Carl  Worrell,  Pres. 

match  the  glazed  tilinji^Tliat  covers   the  walls.     The  w^ter 
THE  ANNUAL   MEETING  OF  THE  BUILDERS'  EXCHANGE. 

"V^loset,  bath  tnb  and  wash  stand  have  marble  safes,  the 
balance  of  the  room  is  covered  with  encaustic  tiles;  all  the 

metal  work  in  this  room  is  silver-plated. 

The  contract  for  Fhe  whole  building  was  let  to  Mr.  A.  C 

Hussey,  and  to  his  management  in  letting  out  the  work  to 

good  and  responsible  sub-contractors  and  attending  person- 

ally to  the  works  is  owing  in  a  great  measure  the  success  of 

the  whole  building.  The  result  shows  that  he  was  en- 

tirely in  sympathy  with  the  architect's  ideas  and  carried 
them  out  catefully  and  conscientiously. 

Dunham,  Carrigan  &  Hay  den  Co.,  had  all  the  hardware 

specially  made  by  the  Yale  Lock  Co.  for  this  building  of 

__t]ie  higher  class  and  modern  designs. 

The  firm  of  Richardson  &  Gale  furnished  the  granite  and 

material  for  the  brick  work  which  they  executed  in  a  super- 

ior way.  The  shafts  for  the  chimneys  were  specially 

designed  with  fluted  columns  and  terra  cotta  capitals. 

Their  execution  was  quite  difficult  but  was  done  in  a  very 

satisfactory  manner  by  the  above  mentioned  contractors. 

The  plumbing  in  the  house  was  specially  designed  by  the 

architect  to  have  every  sanitary  improvement  and  precau- 

tion against  sewaga  gas,  Mr.  W.  D.  Hobro,  the  well-known 

plumber  carried  out  the  work  in  a  perfect  manner. 

Every  convenience  for  lighting  the  gas  and  bell  service 

was  furnished  by^  Paul  Seller  the  well-known  furnisher  of 

L   . 

electrical  supplies. 

Qreatcare  has  been  taken  to  have  the  gas  fixtures  to  har- 

— monize  with  the  finish  of  the  rooms  where  they  were  intended, 

_rthe  extensive  stock  of  Thomas  Da^  Co.,  made  it  possible  to 

rK  Annual  Meeting  of  the""Builders*-  Exchange  and the  election  of  directors  to  serve  the  ensuing  year  was 

held  at  the  Exchange  Hall,  Mission  and  New  Montgomery 

streets,  on  Wednesday.  March  25,  1896. 

President  Oscar  Lewis  occupied  the  chair. 

Proposed  amendments  to  the  By-laws  were  not  acted 

upon  but  postponed  for  two  wrecks  when  a  special  mectipg 

will  be  called  for  this  purpose.  ^  — ^   ^^  ̂   _ 

The  president's  annual  address  reviewed  the  work  done 

by  the  Exchange  for  the  past  year  and  showed  a  very  flat- 
tering increase  in  the  treasury  and  the  membership;  there 

being  about  317  members,  an  increase  of  41'  and  a  total  in the  treasury  of  about  $7,000. 

The  most  interesting  proceedings  was  the  election.  Six- 
teen candidates  were  in  the  field  and  the  interest  taken  by 

many  of  them  for  the  honors  of  office  and  the  uniform 

and  deep  interest  manifested  by  the  general  membership, 

spoke  volumes  for  the  future  prosperity  and  extension  of 

Exchange  influence  and  honorable  business  methods. 

The  Exchange  being   composed   of  all  branches  in  the 

building  business,  the  various  traces  supported  their  parti- 

cular representative  as  a  rule  with  the  result  that  the  in- 
coming board  is  a  splendid  index  to^he  general  membe^ip, , 

there  being: 

M.  C^  Lynch,  Thos.  McLachlan,  Thos.  Elam  and  C.  P. 

Moore,  carpenters*  Jas.  A.  Wilson,  Thos.  W.  Butcher  and 
M.  McGowan,  bricklayers;  J.  J.  Morehouse,  plasterer;  Ja^. 

E.  Britt,  plumber;  Gus.  V.  Daniels,  painter;  Oscar  Lewis, 

foundry  man. 

The  Hviiiter.— The  Hunter  Arms  Co.,  Fulton .^^-.-Y.^   Ihe-Paiicoast  Ventilator.— In  calling  atte
ntion  to 

makers  of  the  celebrated  L.  C.  Smith  gun,  are  now  manu 

-facturing    the  Hunter   bicycle.     The   L.\  C.  Smith    gun   is 

acknowledged  to  be  the  foremost  trap-gun  in  the  world,  and 

is  used  by  all  prominent  shooters.     At  recent  tonrnaments. 

Smiths'  guns  won  over  ninety  per  cent  ofthe  prizes.     The 

winning  team  ofthe  Olympic  Club  and  others  shoot  Smiths. 

Hunter  cycles  are  made  like  L.  C.  Smith  guns,  first-class4n 

every  respect,  made  by  practical   mechanics  with  a  reputa- 
tion for  fine  work.     Gun  barrel  brazing  is  the  most  difficult 

-tube  brazing  in  the    world;  barrels  must  be  true  to  a  thou- 

sandth part  of  an  inch.     Hunter  cycles  are  brazed  and  lined 

up  that  way.     The  Hunter  has  crown  steel,  gun  barrel  tub- 

ing, fulty  reinforced,  dro^ forged  steel   bearings  and  cones,- 

extra  heavy,  with^  gun-barrel  finish.     (There  is  not  a  piece 

of  cast  iron  or  sle~el  in  this  wheel,)    Extra  larg^  barrel  hubs 

and  balls,  extra   quii.lity^s^okes,^  n^row   tread,  reinforced 

forks,  back  and  front,  easy  adjustment  of  bearings  and cliainV 

double    truss   crown,  the   strongest   ev^r   put   on  a  wheel, 

visible  bearingsTtocomottre-oil— e^tps, — The   Hunter  patent 

t!i3  merits  of  this  ventilator,  we  are'  centaTtiiy  justified  in  '" 
mentioning  some  of  the  claims  made  by  the  manufacturers, 
which  claims  have  been  fully  warrented  as  vouched  for  by^ 

members,  who  have  used  the  Pancoast  Ventilator.  It  is 

guaranteed  to  exhaust  more  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute 

than  any  other  storm  proof  ventilator  made.  It  is  abso- 

lutely storm  and  cinder  proof.  N.  &  G.  Taylor  Co.,  Manu- facturers Agents,  Philadelphia. 

*'How  did  that^criirinmil   evade  the  detective  .salong?" 

"Why,  he'^^rented   a   room   in  the   same  flat  with  l)im."— 

^liicago  Record.  ^ 

No-W  is  the  time,  as-summer  is  approaching,  to  prevent 

your  house  becoming  a  refuge  for  the  annoying  fly — Messrs. 

Edward  B.  Hindes  &  Co.,  411   Mission  street,  will  furnish 

detachable  cranks  can  be  tak^n  off  in  ten  seconds.  Adjus- 

table handle  bar,  Brooks,  Sager  and  Hunter  .saddles,  M. 

&  W.  or  Vimtires,  and  other  improvements.  We^only  ask 

for  a  comparison  with  any  bicycle  on  the  market.  Critical 

inspection  is  invited  at  either  of  the  cityjagencies,  Cla- 

brough,  Golcher  &  Co.,  6*05  Market  street,  or  E.  T.  Allen 

Co.,  416  Market  street.  Pacific  Coast  agency,  Phil.  B. 

Bekeart,  159  New  Montgomery  .street,  near  Howard. 

you  with  Hills^Patent  Inside  Sliding  Blinds,  as  well  as 

Perfection  Window  Screens.  Then  you  are  safe— A  word  to the  wise  is  enough. 

Visitor — Do  you  think  the  baby  resembles  his  pa  ? 

MoTHKR— Oh,  yes;  he  ke^s  me  up  late  every  night.— News  Letter. 

"Henry,"  said  Mrs.  Peck,  '*I  am  goingto  get  a  bicycle." 

"Dear  mei"  said  Mr.  Peck,  mildly,  "isn't  one  man  enough 

for  vou  to  run  over?" — Neivs  Letter. 

'When  the  porcelain  iron  goods  were  ffrst  introduced  to 

the  trade  it  was  regarded  as  a  step  in  advance,  and  a  grea
t 

inprovement  in  the  way  of  sanitary  appliances.  Since
  the 

THtroduction  of  the  Imperial  porcelain  ware  with  
its  sub- 

stantial thickness,  fine  glaze  and  beautiful  appearance, 

accompanied  with  a  great  reduction  in  prices  bringing 
 this 

article  within  the  reach  of  anyone  heretofore  using  
the 

^  porcelain  iron  goods.  A  more  general  demand  
for  this  class 

of  goods  is  springing  up. 

The  J.  L.  Mott  Iron  Works  are  prepared  to  supply  thi
s 

demand  and  those  who  are  debating  what  kind  of  goods  
to 

order  for  the  new  house  would  do  well  to  consult  Mr.  M.
  S. 

James,  the  Pacific  Coast  Representative  of  the  ab
ove  named 

work.     Room  27  Flood  Building,  San  Francisco. 

"I  am  sorry  that  I    have  broken    your   vase.     Was  it 

valuable?"     "It   was  old  Sevres."     "O!    I  was   afraid   it 

— was  n e w . "  — News  Letter.     —   — ^==   — 

It  should  be  rememl^ered  by  those  who  wish  to  protect 

their  buildings  from  fire  that  the  use  ofthe  Schenck  Swing- 

ing Hose  Reel  will  reduce  your  insurance  and  give  you  a 

feeling  of  security irom  fire  that  will  make  you  happy  and 

increase  your  appetite. 

Lady  l*atient— Doctor,  what  do  you  do  when  you  burn 

your  mouth  with  hot  cofl"ee  ?  Doctor— Swear.— AV
j*'^ Letter.  • 

Stevens'  Patent  Chimney  will  be  found  at  NE.  cor. 

of  Larkin  and  Market;  remember  this  chimney  is  approved 

by  the  Fire  Wardens  and  endorsed  by  Architects  and  B
uild- 

ers. At  the  same  place  will  be  found  a  good  assortment  of 

terra  cotta  pipe,  chimney  tops  and  flour  pots,  F.  M.  Stevens,
 

proprietor.  "^  ^  - 

"Don't  you  think  my  hat  a  dream  ?"     "Yes. 

Xou  eat  the  night  before  V' --Detroit  Tribun
e. 

What  did 

i! 

^s 

r 
t 

!»♦ 
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Andover  un«l  Cn'seiit  Ave.  ("ottjige;  owner.  John  Miu'llor;  Jirfhitect.  (J.  FT. 
lUitch»'lcl«M-;  coiiiniflor,  J.  NV.  Kish;  aigtied,  Feb.  19;  tiled,  Feb.  20;  cost  J1250. 

Army  neur  (Juerren).  Cliurch;  owner.  Trustee  St.  Johns  O.  MVE.  ChuTcli; 
H.Sghruder,  H.  Marks;  contractor,  ('has.  Koenig;  signed,  Feb.  20;  filed,  P'eb! 
21^;  cost  12706. 

llHkor  and  McMlister.  To  build;  owner,  Robert  Wannenniacher,  archileot, 
Knill  John;  contrucfor.  J.  IJucher;  signed.  Feb.  25;  filed.  Manh  7;  cost  f7872. 
riuinbinn  and  gas-fitfinn,  (-((ntractor,  Henry  IIufs<*hinidt;  signed,  Feb.  28. 
filed,  March  7;  cost  JlirK). 

IJay  near  Mason.  Two-story  frame;  owner,  Henry  I'ansnian;  architects,  Mar; 
tens&Coficy;  contractor,  H.  Trost;  sign(>d,  FVb.  27;  filed,  Feb.  27;  cost  $;3700- 

Helveden'  near    Frederick.    Three-story  frame  and   cottage,  except  plumbint;, 
owner,  Mrs.  Nellie  L.  Knight;  an-hilect.  Maxwell  <i.  Ihigbec;  contractor,  It, 

■-^^M^.  Mnehrson,  C  U.  Franklhi;  signed,  Feb.  6;  filed,  Feb.  8;  cOstSijOUU   ^ 

IJelvedere  near  Frederick.  To  build:  owners,  Jacob  and  Peter  Schaefer;  archi- 
tect, owner;  contractor,  W.  W.  Ht'dnall;  signed.  Fob,  8;  filed,  Feb.  10:  cost 

$3t!lK). 
■-'<»»»    "      ■  j-''jy_  '••■--•-.'.■"^.••■^ 

Helvedere  near  Federlck.  Two-story  frame;  owner,  William  Hink«'l;  architect, 
Herman  it  Swain;  contractor,  Tetterson  &  Pearson;  signed,  March  5;  filed, 
March  (i;  cost  »;}2r>0. 

Hnmnan  near^th.  Frame  t)uMding  and  stable;  owner,  Somers^A  Co.;  contrac- tor, W.  P.  8iuith;  eoMt  $2000. 

Kcnfiioky  and  Napa.  Two-stojy  frame;  owner,  D.  E.  li.  Wemple;  architect, 
Hugo  W.  Storch;  contractor,  M.  &  H.  Peterson;  signed,  Feb.  20;  filed,  Feb.  20; cost  $1975. 

l<afa.>elt<'  S<juare  near  (Jough.    <«radlng;  owner.  City  of  San  Francisco;  con- tractor, John  Tuttle;  cost  $17,o00. 

Lafayette  Place  near(ireen.    To  build;  owner,  Giambatista  Pezzolo;  contractor, 
ti.  Banchero;  signed,  March  2;i;  filed,  March  2;^;  cost  $3000. 

Market  near  Tith.    F'ixtures  and  counters  for  coat  department;  owner,  Mrs.  A' M.  Parrott;  architects.  Pissis  A  Moore;  contractor,  L,  &  E.  Emanuel;  signed  . 
Feb.  5;  filed,  Feb.  15;  cost  $:«)75. 

Market  near  5th.    Fixtures  for  drug  store;  contractor,  San  Francisco  Furniture 
Co.;  signed,  Jan.  '28;  filed,  Jan.  28;  cost  $58,35. 

lUish  near  Devlsadero.    Rei>airs  to  partially  burnt  building;  cost  $1500. 

^=~('nlirornta  near  I2th  Ave.  To  build;  ox^ner,  .T.  B.  Kettelbach  and  wife;  archi- tects, Martens  A  Cotley;  contractors,  Weinsehl  A  Franz;  signed.  Feb.  15- 
file«l,  Feb.  IK;  cost  $2092. 

Market  neaji5th.  Illuminating  tiles  for  side  walk;  owner.  Mrs.  A.  M.  Parrott: 
architects,  PlssIs  A  Moore;  contractor,  P.  H.  Jackson  A  Co.;  cost  $5500. 

Market  near 5th.  Fixtures  forartl.sts  department:  owner.  Mrs.  A.  L.  Parrott; 
architects.  PIssls  A  Moore;  contractor,  San  Francisco  Furniture  Co.;  signed, 
March  5;  filed,  March  5;  cost$9772.  Fixtures  and  tables  for  crockery  depart- 

ment, cost  $o;«)2.8.j. 

Market  and  Ist.  Additions  and  alterations  to  brick  building;  owner  Mark 
Shekhm;  architect,  Cllntcm  Day;  contractor,  W.  (Irant;  signed,  Feb.  12;  filed, 

Feb.  15;  cost  $10,4.>1.  .  .  , 
Market  street.  No.  902.  Alterations;  owner,  J.  Farley:  architects.  Havens  A 

T4>c'pke:  contractor,  F.  W.  Kreling  S«>ns  Co;  signed,  Feb.  24;  filed,  Feb.  24; cost  $2056. 

-entlfornfa.  near  farkin.    Tf>  ImiUI;  owner.  Hen. v   McD<ynald;  contractor  Wm^ Heibing;  signed,  Feb.  2);  filed,  Feb.  21;  cost$(ibC0. 

California  near  (!th  Ave.    To  build;  owner,  M.  J,  .Savage;  cost  $5ij00: 

California  and    I'ojk.      Frame  Hldg;    owner,    W.  B.  Bradbury;  architect.  F.  B. 
NVoiul;  cost  gl5,(J00.  '  .       -  ' 

Cole  n«ar  Waller.    Four  frame  residences;  owner  and  builder,  William  Hlnkel- 

cost  $18,500.               ,  __* 

No**  and  15th.    Two  three-story  frame;  owner  and  builder,  T.  Nelson;  cost  $8000. 

Nineteenth  near  Clement.    Cottage;  owner,  D.  J.  Heany;  cost  $1500. 

Pair«  and  Lyon.    To  build;  owner.  O.  Van  Tssendof;  architect,  K.  J.  VogeP    ' 
contractor,  Fred.  B.  Bulterfield;  cost  $1806.  ' 

Pacific  street  Wharf  Sheds. Owner,  iiotirdof  HarborCommissioners;  contractor 
Healy;  Tibbltts  A  Co.;  cost$7893. 

Point   r.olK)s  Ave.  and  Ferrey.    Alterations;  ovrner,  Chas.  R.  Hanthorne:  con- 

tractor, A.  L.Jacobsen;  cost  $1000.  r '-- 

Clement  nrarSd  Avp;-  To  buifdrnwner,  Mrs.  Ro»>ertson;  contra-tor,  r>.  Einstein* c<  »st  $250(1. 

Clipper  near   Holores.    et^ttage;  owner.  Harolin  Rcliaehlmber;  architect  C    M 
Rosseau;contra«*tor,  (Jjco.  E.  Nail;  signed,  Marcli  9;  filed,  March.9;  cost  $90o! 

DnviA  neaT  California.     Kxcavations    and     pile  driving;   owner,  Mrs.    Ellen- 
Foluer:  arehiteets,  IVn-y  A    Hamilton;  contractor, ».  F,  Bridge  Co:  sicned 

Feb.  19;  filed.  Feb.  2-.;  cost  $720t).  s  ,      j,    cu. 

Post  near  Stockton.  Six-story  frame  foundations  for;  owner,  Hobart  Estate 
Co.;  architects.  Percy  A  Hamilton;  contractors,  Keatlnge,  Leonard  A  Ran- 
some;  cost  $3740. 

Post  near  Stockton.  Mill  work,  gla.^s,  hardware,  painting,  etc.;  owner,  Holmrt 
estate;  architect.  Percy  A  Hamilton;  contractor,  T.  .S.  Day  A  .Sons-  cost 
$7(»0...atruclural  and  cast  iron  work;  contractor,  .Tudson  Mfg.  Co.;  co8t'$9940 Tin  work,  skylights,  copper  roof.  |»alnting.  etc.;  contractor.  P'orderer  Cornice 
Co.:  signed,  March  2;  filed,  March  4;  cost  $1824.  Brickwork  and  cementing- 
contractors,  Richardson  A  Gale;  cost  $91()3. 

isadero  near  Post.    Alterations  anci  additions;  owner.  Adolph  Meyer-  archl-       Sanwonjip  and  Chestnut.    Office  and  sheds;  owner,  Belllnghara  Bay    Impt  Co.; 
te«-t.  Emll  J«.hn;  contractor,  (^irKJreise;  signed,  Manh  (1;  filed,  MuVch'9;  cost  ^'        '"' 

Devisadero  near  Post. 
te«-t. 

$l4ti0 
J)iamond  near  I9th.    One-story  frame;  owner.  Otto  Luhn;  architect.  Eniil  John 
^       contractor,  X.U.  Cochrane;  signctUJdurch  2;  filed,  March  7;  C4>8t$18<».- 

T:iiclit  Ave.  near  California.      Additions  to  a  two-story  frame:    owner  anil 
builder,  W.  Keeney;  cost  $1,500. 

•:a<t  bHr-How.ird  and   Poi^onrr  Two-!rtory     frame;  owners,  Soott  A  McCord- 
contractor,  R.  <"urrie;  cost  $4.'jOO.  ,  ' 

Fell  near  Ashbury.    Plumbing,  gas-fittin<r,  etc.,  for  fiats;  owner,  J.  H.  Brum- Migs;  architects.  Martens  A  Cofley;  contractor.  U.  C.  Sweeney;  cost $775. 

Fell  near  Ashbury.    Plumbing,  gas-flttlng,  etc.;  owner.  Henrv  Bohls-  architect 
Martens  A  Coffey;  contractor,  <i.  C.  Sweeney;  cost  $775.      *  ' 

Fourth  near  liluxome.     Excavations,   con<'rete,  brick,  etc.;    owner    Peter  A Smith;  architect,   Kn*ll  John;  contractor.  J.  H.   Hanavan;  signed.  Feb.  27- 
filed.  March  7;  cost  $.'WO0.    Car|)cntry  tubing,  etc.;  contractor    C    Krecker 

cost  $2j71.  * 

Fifths  Ave.  near  Pt.  Lobes.    Cottage;  owner  and  builder,  W.  A.  I.,ee;  cost  $1500. 

Fifteenth  near  Mission.  Alterations  and  additions;  owner,  Elizabeth  Pomeroy 
architect,  M.  P.  .Schetzel^comractor,  T.  Mcljachlan;  signed,  Feb.  27-  filed' 
Feb.  28;  cost  $2475.        '     :.  ~^—  ■ t 

4>ei%ry  near  Hy<le.    To  build;  owner,  Fredinand  I^zan;  architect,  E.  Depierre contractor,  K.  O.  Davis;  signed,  Feb.  29;  filed,  Fetx  29;  cost  $312a 

Ilniirhf  and  Devlsadero.    Alteration  and  addition;  owner.  Hohn  Bros  •  archi- 
tect, C.  F.  Robertson;  contractors,  Otten  A  Lorensen;  signed,  Feb.  18-  filed 

Feb.  19;  cOst  $;j2<w.  ' 

Halght  near  Broderick.    Two-story  frame;  owner,  J.  C.  Malon;  architects  Shea 
A  Shea;  contractor,  Jas.  J.  (VBrien;  signed,  Feb.  17;  filed,  Feb.  24;  cost$tJ3C0. 

Halght  near  Masonic  Ave.  Two-story  frame;  owner.  Ella  Duteil;  architect Oliver  Evervtt;  contractor.  Paul  E.  Struck,  signed,  March  9;  filed,  March  9- 
cost  $2125.  

' 

?^„ — --Hyde  nejir  Elli.s.    All  work  except  painting  and   plumbing;   owner,  Thercfje- 
Muller;  an-hitect,  De  Prosse  A  Meus.sdorfier;  contractor,  Isjvac  Penny:  sicrYed 
Feb.   17;  filed.   Feb.  17;  cost  $:»>').    Painting,  etc.;  contractor,  Becker  Bros.' —  signed,  Feb.  17;  filed,  Feb.  17;  cost $520. 

Jackson  near  Ma8on^j\JteratJorLand  addjtioiu  owner .^  Jumes  M^  A.  Casta;- 
"  ^r*!^,^*^*'!.'.  ̂ -  J^:  Rosseau:  eoniractor,  I^  yi.  Weismann,  C.  Bartels;  signed, 

Feb.  14;  filed,  Feb.  18;  cost  $:?219.  .     »        . 

Sharron  near  hith.    To  build;  owner,  John  McCabe;  contractor,  T.  R.  Bassett- 

c<»st$2000.  
' 

Bhradernear  Waller.    To  luiild;  owner  and  builder,  William  Hlnkel;  cost  $4250* 

Sierra  near  Tennessee.    To  build;  owner,  James  Nugent  and  wife;  contractor 
John  Keneally;  signed,  March  2;  filed,  March  9;  cost  $2139.  ' 

Stewart  near  Mission.     Four-story  brick;   owner.  E.  R.   Lilenthal-  architect 

Clinton  Day;  contractors,  Riley  A  I.,oane;  cost  $10,8.)ti.  '  ' 
Sixteenth  and  Sanchez.    To  build;  owner,  C.  E.  Gisin;  owner  and  builder  L  B 

Schmid;,  cost  $1850, 

Sf6<-kton  near  Filbert.    Alteration  and  additions;  owner,  G.  B.  TorassoandLi Centenaro;  contractor,  W.J.  Weiss;  cost $1850. 

Thirteenth    Ave.  Clement.    To  build;   owner  and  contractor,    H.    P.  Fish 

architect,  Frank  Charming;  cost  $2500.  ' 
Twenty-second  Ave.  near  Clement.    Cottage;  owner,  Chas.  H.  Lane;  cost  $2000. 

Twenty-third  Ave.  near  Clement.    Six  cottages;  owner,  Samuel  Holden;  cost 

$9000. 
Twenty-third  near  Harrison.    To  build;  owner,  D.  Keefe;  architect,  M.J.  Welsh- contractor,  I).  CJurrle;  signed,  March  2;  filed,  March  3;  cost  $3600. 

Twenty-ninth  near  Dolores.    To  build;  owner,  Claus  Linderman;  contractor 

\V  .  (.'.  Hamerton;  cost  $.3550.  ' 
Twenty-ninth  near  Npe.    To  build;  owner,  R.  Trost;  cost  $2700. 

Turk  near   Leavenworth.    Additions;  owner,  J.  C.  Nealon;  architects.  Shea  A 
Shea;  cost  $3000. 

Union  nearllyde.    To  build;  owner,  James  A  Johanna  Costello;  contractors Westerlund  A  Lanaeen;  cost$ll73. 

VBlenoia  near  21st     Alterations;  owner,  llenry    HoflTman;   architect,   John McHenry;  contractor,  James  E.  Mooney;  cost  $2895. 

Van    Ness  Ave.  and  .Jackson.      Illuminating,  skvllghts,   etc-   owner    Claus Spreckles;  architects,  Reid  Bros.;  contractor,  P.  H.  Jackson  A  Co.;  cost  $1576. 

VaJlejo  neai-  Gough.    To  build;  ownors.  Lillian  R.  Lllfenthal,  R.  L.  LHIenthal Came  Van   Vorst  and  S.  T.  Bernhard;   contractor,  Isaac  Anderson;  cost 

$6850. 
Walnut  near  Clay.    To  build;  owner,  C.  Rlghetf;  architect,  E.  Depierre;  con- tractor, G.  A.  Magel;  signed,  Feb.  25;  filed,  Feb.  26;  cost  $4524. 
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N  another  column  will  be  found  a  letter 

from  a  bricklayer  who  is  an  old  resident 

of  this  city  where  he  has  been  in  business 

many  years,  in  which  he  brings  to  our  at- 
tention the  ver>"  practical  manner  in  w^hich 

|«  ̂m„JjU^yfe     be  is  carrying  out  an  excellent  idea.     He is  teaching  a  class  of  boys,  the  sons  of  men 

engaged  in  the  building  business,  not  only  the  methods  of 

laying^  bricks,  but  how  to  express' their  ideas  of  form  and 
design  on  the  drawing  board  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  un- 

derstood by  other  intelligent  mechanics;  and  doing  it  too 

without  interfering  with  the  regular  course  of  studies  in 
the  public  schools. 

This  is  putting  in  practice  the  theory  that  the  develop- 
ment of  the  body  should  keep  pace  with  the  improvement  of 

the  mind,  and  the  early  manual  training  of  the  youth  should 
meet  with  the  approval  of  all  thinking  people;  for  unless 

practical  application  is  made  by  the  student  of  all  the  know- 
ledge he  acquires,  the  knowledge  is  of  no  practical  use  and 

of  little  benefit  to  himself  or  society. 

The  apprentice  system  as  practiced  by  the  various  trades 
"Anions,  whereby  the  number  of  apprentices  is  regulated  by 
the  number  of  journeymen,  is  a  means  of  defence  whereby 

hopeto  increase  the  amoTrnt^f  wag^es  by  limiting  the 

number  of  skillful  mechanics.  This  has  a  tehdeficy""!© lessen  the  chances  of  the  unemployed  non-union  man,  by 
making  it  moredifficult  to  secure  employment  or  instruction, 

and  while  it  may  be  the  only  available  weapon  that  the 

unions  can  emplo}'^,  it  is  not  a  just  or  logical  one^—-^ni€ — 
better  way  would  be  to  remodel  society  on  a  basis  that 

would  secure  employment  to  all,  and  here  comes  in 

larger  and  graver  issues  than  the  training  of  mechanics. 

After-having  received  a  liberal  education  and  fitted  him- 
self for  an  active  and  useful  position  in  life,  what  is  the 

chance  of  finding  the  necessary  opportunity  to  apply  his 

knowledge  to  useful  ends  ?  This  brings  us  at  once  into  the 
much  discussed  and  never  settled  question  of  political 

economy,  and  it  seems  that  common  sense  must  be  left  be- 
hind and  entirely  ignored  when  dealing  with  this  question. 

At  least  common  sense  has  always  been  ignored,  and  when 

an  attempt  is  made  to  adopt  sensible  methods  we  are  met 
with  the  assertion  that  it  is  not  practicable.  For  instance 
statistics  show  that  there  are  about  two  millions  of  idle 

unemployed  men  in  the  United  States  vainly  seeking  work, 

and  that  in  the  neighborhood  of  two  ̂ aillion  of  children  of 

school  age  are  herded  in  factories  toiling  at  tasks  that  should 

be  done  by  adults.  This  is  the  result  of  so-called  civiliza- 

tion and  our  raueh  lauded  competitive  system,  but  let  4s— 
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ask  is  it  right  or  is  it  common  sense  ?     Common  sense  would 

say  that  the  children  should  be  at  school,  and  the  idle  men 
at  their  work. 

Another  instance:  A. machine  is  invented  by  which  one 

man  does  the  work  it  took  ten  men  to  accomplish  before. 

Common  sense  would  say  that  it  must  be  of  great  benefit, 

because  it  would  allow  each  man  to  enjoy  nine-tenths  of 

leasure  time  and  still  achieve  the  same  results  as  before. 

But  not  so;  political  economy  turns  nine  men  adrift  and 

works  Ihe  tenth   man  just  as  hard  as  ever. 

It  seems  to  us  to  be  a  burning  shame  that,a  nation  that 

calls  itself  Christian  can  find  no  just  and  equitable  solution 

to  questions  that  admit  of  but  j;^e  logical  solution.  Is  it 

any  wonder  that  aiK  increasing  number  of  people  in  all 

countries  are  turning  from  the  present  school  that  admits 

-4ts -importance  to  that  of  the  Socialists  who  at  least  claioL 

that  they  have  a  remedy.  The  position  of  humanity  at  the 

present  time  is  very  like  that  of  the  sick  man  in  the  fable: 

His  case  was  diagnosised  by  two  physicians;  one  pro- 
nounced his  case  hopeless,  and  the  other  said  he  could  be 

cured.  He  engaged  the  former  and  he  next  day  was  dead.* 

''Nowyou  see,"  said  his  doctor  "that  I  was  right,  for  the 

patient  died!"  "Yes,"~said  his  confrere,  "but  if  he  had 

chosen  me,  he  would  be  well^-day!" 

supervising  architect  is  a  political  underling  of  an  autocratic 

superior,  and  as  such  is  obliged  to  take  his  orders  from  head 

quarters,  and  when  he  is  ordered  to  delay  the  progress  of 

the  work  of  his  office,  he  is  obliged  to  obey  those  orders. 

The  American  Institute  of  Architects  has  for  many  years 

past,  made  a  gallant  fight  to  inaugurate  a  better  system, 

and  nothing  daunted  by  repeated  failures,  is  again  in  the 

field  this  year.  If  the  public  would  only  understand  and 

appreciate  and  support  the  fight  the  architect^  arc  now 

niaking  single-handed,  there  would  l^e  much  more  chance 

of^chieving  success  and  then  the  people  of  San  Francisco 

may  begin  to  hope  for  a  new  and  suitable  Post-Office  build- 

ing, but  not  till  political  methods  are  supplanted  by  busi- 
ness methods  is  there  much  prospect  of  the  building  author:,, 

ized  by  Congress  in  1887  (nine  years 'ago  on  the  coming 
tjiird  of  March)  ever  being  erected.  _ 

AN    OLD   POST-OFFICE    BUILDING. 
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N  our  two  latest  Competitions,  the  Affiliated 

"ColIege^BuTIdings  and  the  new  City  Crini- 
~TnarBuildiifg,'Tliere"was  no  proper  amount 

of  time  given  to  the   architects   to  prepare" 
tlipjr  plans— consequently  in  both  rases  \\i\. 
satisfactory   result   has  l^een  obtained,  and 
in  the  first  case,  in  consequence  of  the.  bad 

^1  conditions  of  the  Competition  .there   were 
but  five  competitiors  and   most  of  those  inexperienced  in 

"large  public  buildings.     T4ie  impossibility  of  properly  con- 

sidering such  a  varied  question"- as  provides  homes  for  five 
different,  although  Affiliated  Colleges  is  evident  when  we 
see  the  very  ill  considered!  plans  and  designs  for  them.     It 

would  be  ver\'  much   better  for  the  State  in  the  first  case 
and  the  city  in  the  other  to  lay  over  the  whole  matters  until 

proper  time  and  consideration  is  given   to  such  subjects — 
for  when  they  are  once  settled  they  areirredecmiably  settled 

for  many  years. 

llfHH  ae'ting  supervising  architect  of  the  treasury  depart- 
1''    ment  said  to  the  Crt// correspondent  in  Washington: 
"We  are  now  waiting  to  hear  from  Postmaster  McCoppin. 

You  understand  that  these  buildings  are  taken  up  in  their 

-regular  ̂ rder,  and  San  Francisco  has  now  been  reached, 

but  we  cannot  go  on  with  our  plans  until  the  Federal 

officers  have  agreed  as  to  arrangement  of  their  several  and 

res^iective  xooms^' " 

-  Possthh"  a  ̂ ew  Legislature  may%y^ppropriate  laws  pre- 
vent the  necessity  of  liew  Jail  Room  and  the  number  of 

Criminal  Courts  by  which  we  are  now  burdened;  should 

that  be  so  the  money  appropriated  for  these  purposes  can 

with  more  pleasure  be  devoted  to  more  remunerative  enter- 

prises, for»-it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is  not  only  the  first 

cost  of  new  jails  but  the  cost  of  maintaining  them  there- 
after that  forms  the  burden  on  the  tax-payers. 

E  publish  in  another  column  some  interest- 
ing information  given  a  Call  reporter  and 

some  remarks  by  Senator  Perkins  of  Cali- 

fornia, criticising  the  "way  in  which  the 
United  States  government  conducts  an 

architect's  office.  We  think  the  Senator 

is  wrong  in  blaming  the  supervising  archi- 

tect for  the  -unsatisfactory  condition  of  affairs.  He  says 

'*the,  truth  is-that  the -supervising  architect  is-4iAt^-a^  big- 

,-:  Another  official  of  the  supervising  architect's  office,  whc, 

however,  does  not  wish  to  be  quoted,  said  to  the  Call  cor- 

respondent  that  unless  the  Federal  officers  speedily  agreed 

on  the  interior  arrangement  of  the  building  the  architect 

would  take  the  matter  in  his  own  hands  and  go  ahead  with 

the  plans.  He  said  that  one  of  the  United  States  Judges 

had  been  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  designs  of  the 

building,  and  had  intimated  to  the  department  that  unless 

the  plans  were  changed  .he  would  object  to  moving  into  it. 

He  did  not  say  yvho  this  official  was,  but  it  is  surmised 

that  it  was  either  Judge  McKenna  or  Judge  Morrow.  It 
Wets  furthered  ascertained  that  the  supervising  architect 

would  modify  the  plans  and  general  design  of  the  building. 

The  design,  as  prepared  by  the  former  architect  of  the  treas- 

ury, O'Rourke,  was  the  style  of  Italian  renaissance.  The 
modified  plans  will  be  after  the  style  of  Spanish  renaissance, 

and  the  appearance'  of  the  hull  ding  ̂ vtll  be  greatly  changed 
and  improved.  Indeed,  the  change  will  be  so  radical  that 

the  appearance  of  the  building  will  be  altogether  different. 

An  officer  of  the  supervising  architect's  office  said  to  a 
Call  correspondent:  "Of  course  we  cannot  decide  on 

.  the  design  until  we  know  how  much  space  each  one  of  the 

F'ederal  offices  will  need,  and  until  Postmaster  McCoppin 
sends  on  his  own  ideas  we  cannot  go  ahead  with  the  plans. 

But  in  general,  it  will  be  enough  to  say  that  the  general 

appearance  of  the  building  will  be  greatly  improved  and 
beautified."       ...__i 

The  O// correspondent  asked  the  reason  for  changing  the 

design  of  the  building,  and  was  told  that  the  former  plans 

been  prepared  by  Supervising  Architect  O'^Rourke,  but  that 
.  the  present  architect,  Aikin,  was  not  altogether  satisfied 

with  them,  and  had  directed  draughtsmen  of  the^pffice  to 

prepare  other  designs.  The  correspondent  inquired  when 

the  people  of  San  PVancisco  might  reasonably  expect^ the 

-Ayt>rk^  of  construction-^ to, begiiu  and   was  told^  that  it  all  de- 
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McCoppin  responded  to  the  request  of  the  architect's  office, and  it  was  found  that  the  ideas  of  the  several  Federal  officers 

might  be  amalgamated,  the  draughtsmen  of  the  office  would 

immediately  begin  to  draw  new  sketch  plans. 

"Then,  wjifen    in  your  opinion  will  real  coiistrqction   of 

the  building  commence?"   asked  the  correspondent. 
The  acting  supervising  architect  replied: 
"That  would  be  impossible  to  say.     It  might  be  only  a 

month  or  so,  and  it  might  be  a  year,  but  you  may  say  to 

your  people  that  the  »San  Francisco  building  has  been 
reached  in  regular  order  and  work  will  be  rushed  as  rapidly 

as  possible.  These  buildings  are  taken  up  in  the  order  in 

which  appropriations  were  made  by  Congress,  and  hereto- 
fore it  has  been  impossible  for  us  to  do  anything  with  the 

San  Francisco  building  for  the  reason  that  there  w^re  other 

buildings  ahead  of  it,  and  for  the  further  reason  that  there 

has  been  a  delay  in  hearing  from  Federal  officers  in  Cali- 

fornia." 

This  was  all  tlie  satisfaction  that  could  be  obtained  from 

the  architect. 
Senator  Perkins  said  to  the  C a// correspondent: 

"The  way  the  supervising  architect  has  acted  in  this 
matter  has  been  very  aggravating.  Several  months  ago 

Judge  McKenna  wrote  me,  giving  his  ideas  as  to  arrange- 

ments of  courtrooms,  judges'  chambers,  clerks'  and  marshals' 
rooms,  etc. 

"He  was  anxious  to  have  the  courtrooms  located  at  the 

several  corners  of  the  buildings  so  as  to  secure  as  much 

IJght  as  possible,  and-  also  suggested  that  for  the  sake  of 
convenience  the  clerks^  and  marshals'  offices  and  other 
rooms  connected  with  the  court  all  be  situated  on  the  saifle 

floor. — f^weirt'~t^~see"the  suppervismg  architect  anncThad  a 

recited  the  fact  that  an  appropriation  for  the  building  had 
been  made,  the  site  purchased  and  tfie  limit  of  cost  of  the 
building  fixed  at  $2,500,000,  but  that  a  proviso  had  been 
made  that  no  work  was  to  be  done  until  the  commission  of 
Government  engineers  had  examined  the  foundation  and 
reported  it  to  be  firm;  that  sketch  plans  had  been  drawn, 
and  the  working  plans  were  being  prepared  and  woul^  be 

completed  as  soon  as  possible.- 
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short  interview  with  him.  He  expressed  regret  t4iat  the 

work  on  the  building  had  been  delayed,  but  said  that  the 

office  was  swamped  with  work  and  he  was  doing  his  best 

with  the  force  he  had  and  that  there  would  be  many  build- 
ings to  claim  his  attention.  Time  went  on,  and  finally  I 

wrote  him,  suggesting  that  if  he  would  send^me  an  estimate 

of  the  amount  required  for  additional  draftsmen  I  would  in- 
fioduce  a  bill  in  the  Senate  to  appropriate  money  for  that 

purpose,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  Chicago's  post-office, 
when  Congress  made  a  special  appropriation  to  secure 
draftsmen  for  that  building.  I  was  somewhat,  surprised  at 

receiving  no  answer  to  my  letter,  for  I  had  naturally  sup- 

posed that  the  supervising-  architect  would  be  willing  and 
anxious  to  Jiavc-assistance  furnished  him   \   

"This  was  the  last  I  heard  of  the  matter,  and  altogether 
it  has  been  very  unsatisfactory.  There  is  some  reason  for 
this  delay  which  I  cannot  understand.  The  supervising 
architect  may  be  swamped  with  business,  but  I  offered  to 
make  an  earnest  endeavor  to  provide  assistance  for  him. 
The  truth  is  the  supervising  Architect  is  not  a  big  enough 
man  for  his  place.  He  devotes  too  much  attention  to  details 
of  his  office,  instead  of  intrusting  it  to  assistants.  I  am 
very  much  vexed  on  account  of  the  delay  and  feel  that  I 
have  been  treated  very  discourteously  by  the  architect.  I 
am  considering  the  advisability  of  introducing  my  resolution 

on  Monday,  demanding  explicit  information  from  the 
Treasury  Department  why  work  is  delayed  and  directing 

the  Secretary  to  proceed  with  theconstruction  immediately." 
Representative  Maguire  said:  "I  have  no  knowledge  of 

the  status  of  the  post  office  building  plans,  but  will  say  that 

I  think  the  delay  is  unwarranted.  Four  weeks  ago  I  was 

told  at  the  department  that  plans  would  be  proceeded  with 

wheKyCertain  information  had  been  received  from  Federal 
officers  at  San  Francisco  as  to  the  interior  arrangements, 

but  since  then 'I  have  heard  nothing,"  ._  _„_   .  .. 
Representative  Loud  said:-  'The  department  may  ma^e 

excuse  after  excuse.  My  own  opinion  is  that  they  are  de- 
laying  work  on  this  building  and  others  because  ihey  have 

not  the  money  to  ̂ spare  out  of  T^ncle  Sam's  cashbox,  but 
don't  want  to  admit  the  fact." 

ARCHITECTURE  AND  ENGINEERING  UNDER  THE  PROPOSED 

NEW  CHARTER  FOR  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

BY   W.    J,    CUTHBERTSON. 
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enough  man  for  his  plac^,"     We  think  the  truth  is  that  the     pended  on  the  Federal  officers,  but  as  soon  as  Postmaster 

"I  wrote  him  again,  but  received  no  satisfaction.  Then 
I  sent  a  special  messenger  conveying  an  intimation  that  I 

could  not  understand  his  reason  for  not  replying  to  my  com- 
munications^rrri  instructed  my  messenger  to  secure  some 

kind  of  answer.  The  architect  promised  to  furnish  me  the 

data  I  had  requested,  but  I  never  received  them. 

"It  was  very  discourteous  treatment,  to  say  the  least,  and 

I  gave  him  to  understand  that  unless  I  received  some  in- 
formation from  him  I  would  introduce  a  resolution  in  the 

Senate  demanding  to  know  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  the  reason  for  delay  in  commencing  work  on  the 

building,  and  directing  him  to  proceed  with  the  construc- 
tion. The  supervising  architect  then  sent  his  secretary  to 

see  me.  I  was  not  in  my  hotel,  but  he  left  his  card.  I 

afterward  received  notice  from  the  department  that  if  the 

Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  Committee  would  request 

information  on  the  subject  it  would  be  furnished  to  Con- 
gress. The  resolution  was  then  passedy^nd  in  response 

"the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sent  a  letter  which  merely" 

NTIL  such  time  as  municipalities  assume  control  of  the 

production,  and  distribution  of  necessities  for  their 

citizens,  the  chief  business — outside  of  the  collection  of 

monies  and  the  protection  of  life  and  property — in  which 

they  engage  is  Architectural  and  Engineering  works. 
The  Board  of  Freeholders  which  made  up,  what  must  be 

Called  for  distinction,  the  Freeholders'  Charter,  to  be  acted 

on  by  the  people  next  election,  was  composed  of:— 1  Dealer 
in  Bonds;  i  Dealer  in  Stocks;  i  Dealer  in  Real  Estate;  i 

Dealer  in  Dry  Goods;  i  Iron  Ship  Builder;  i  Commission 

Merchant;  i  Banker;  i  Stevedore;  2  Lawyers;  i  Doctor;  i 

Lithographer;  i  Insurance  Agent.  On  this  board  there 
was  not  one  who  knew  anythyig  practically  about  these 

two  chief  branches  of  the  City's  Business;  and  therefore  we 

cannot  ̂ pect  laws  governing  the  conduct  of  this  business 

devised  by  men  of  such  experience  to  be  anywhere  near 

perfect.     The  result  shows  the  correctness  of  the  reasoning. 

The  great  majority  of  the  Board,  being  as  indicated  before 
from  the  class  of  traders,  we  find  a  large  portion  of  the 

Charter  given  over  to  Laws  regulating  the  trading  side  of 

the  city  management,  atid  provitiing  cheeks  against  dishon— 
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esty   and  other  tricks  of  trade  that  might  be  practised  by 

the  City  Officials  and  those  having  dealings  with  the  City. 

An  erroneous  idea  of  the   nature  of  a  Charter  seemed  to 

prevail  among  the  Board.     A  City  Charter  is  really  simply 

an  act  of  incorporation  and  answers  to  the  articles  of  incor- 

poration of  a  stock  company,  and  should  be  concerned  only 

with  fundamental  law.     But  unfortunately  the  members  of 

the  boaTd  have  gone  into  colunni  aHe*  column  of  details  of 

the  management  of  each  department— in  fact  has  made  com- 

plete By-Laws.     By  this  means  they  have  got  themselves  at 

Sea.     All  the  minute  details  of  finance  they  are  at  home  in 

and  no  doubt  their   regulations  governing  tnat  department 

are  good:  but  when  they  commence  to  regulate  the  Depart- 

ment of  Building  and  Kngineering  they  flouiKler.  —^ 

All  those  experienced  in  letting  out  work  by  contract  to 

_      the   lowest   bidder   know  the  evils  of  that  system  and  the 

~      abuses  to  which  it  leads,  and  know  that  all  the  regulations 

and  penalties,  forfeitures,  etc.,  which  the  Board  has  devised 

to   keep   the   contract   sy.steni   pure    arc   perfectly    u.seless. 

Vet  the  Board  has  such   faith  in  this  Contract   system  that 

they  actually  say  that  all   work  shall  be  done  by  contract. 

When  an  owner  of  property  wi.shes  his  home  built  weil 

-^^or  his  sewerage  perfect   he  doesn't  let  it  out  to  the  lowest 

bidder,  but  has  it  done   by  day's  work  under  proper  super- 

-      vision.     So  must  all  city  work  be  done.     When  the  Merchants 

want  tTTe  streets  FeprTteaTrtlre^rdv-^n^  let  the  work  by  con- 

tract  but   employ   men   by  the  day.      It  is  a  good  proverb 

_"s>t  a  thief  to  catch  n  tliipf"..   So  to  watch  a  thieving  Con- 

"        tractor  properly  you   must  have  a  thieving  City  Architect 

and  a  thieving  City  Ivngineer— and  finally  a  thieving  Board 

^-^-^-^c^TFubltc^ Works   and  posstbTjrallilevrhg  Mayor   amf  then 

-        what  becomes  of  all   those  carefully  prepared   .safe  guards 

thrown  around  then. 

^'       I^.  IS  most  surprising  that  the    Board  should  provide  that 

the  Board  of  Public  Works  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor, 

^  after  the  example  that  the  neighboring  city  of  Oakland  has 
offered  of  the  results  of  such  a  method.  This  method  of 

appointing  the  Board  of  Public  Works  led  to  such  abuses  in 

that  city  that  the  people  aro.^e  in  their  might  and  an  amend- 

ment to  their  Charter  was  carried  abolishing  such  a  method 

J7     and    making    the    Board  of   Public    Works    elected  by   the 

people— and  it  must  be  said  that  the  result  so  far  has  been 

far  preferable  to  the  old  regime,  though  of  course  anythttig 

•1      but  perfect.     Yet  in  the  face  of  aU  this  the  Board  of  Free- 

?*^^^ holders  ask  ̂ e  citizens  to  vote  in  f^vor-oi"  having  such  a 

tithing  in  San   Francisco,  we  presume  so  that  it  rnay  fit  in 

with  their  dominant  idea  of  the  centralization  of  power. 

Architecture  and  ,  Engineering  have  been  recognized 

for  some  time  as  two  separate  branches  of  constructive  work, 

and  there  should  be  a  separate  department  for  each;  the 

~~~lf^ni^'Tng^  charge  of  the  buildings  and  parks,  a  class  of 

\vork  wiierein  aesthetics  are  apparent;  while  engineering 

should  have  charge  of  public  utilities  in  the  shape  of  streets, 

sewers,  water  supply  and  such  like  works  commonly  called 

engineering  works.  They  should  therefore  be  under  con- 

trol of  separate  boards— and  the  heads  of  these  departments 

^  as  well  as  all  the  other  departments  of  the  city  business 

should  not  be  appointed  by  one  man  but  by  a  popular  body 

of  at  least  twenty-four  members,  which  should  be  thoroughly 

representative  of  the  different  classes  of  the  community,  a 

result  obtained  by  proportional  representation. 

There  have  been  benevolent  despots  no  doubt  in  the 

worlds'  history,  who  have  endeavored  to  work  for  the 

publLc^g^Md^but  we^annot  afford^to  hand  ovet:  our  libertie
s 

which  would  be  the  case  were  this  Charter  adopted. 

We  need  only  to  point  to  the  present  disastrous  and  almost 

unbearable  state  of  affairs  throughout  the  country  to  show 

the  perfect  inability  of  centralized  despotism  as  exemplified 

in  the  presidential  office  of  the  United  States  to  cope  with 

economical  troubles  or  even  to  build  us  a  Post-Office. 
No  reflections  are  intended  in  this  article  to  be  cast  upon 

the  Board  of  P'reeholders  who  really  had  not  sufficient  time 

to  properly  consider  the  business.  It  is  not,  against  little 

matters  of  detail,  which  can  be  rectified  afterwards,  but 

against  the  vicious  principles  which  underlie  the  proposed 
Charter  and  which  when  once  endorsed  by  the  people,  will 

direct  their  character  in  a  wrong  direction,  that  these  few 
-remarkiiare  direcXfiiL.^   

J-i-J.       Jm^l 

FIRE-ESCAPES. 

UTHIt  heart-rending  scenes   enacted  at   the  recent  fire  in 

1      one  of  the  Troy  Collar  and  Cuff  Factories  draw  atten- 

tion again  to  the  inadequatenessof  the  upright  Fire  Escapes 

for  escape  from  fire  Where  numbers  of  females  are  located  on~ 
the  floors   of  any  building.     The   Burdett   Building  where 

the   event   happened   had  tvv'crverticar  fire   ladders  but  it- 
seems   they   were    almost  useless  for   purposes   of  escape. 

For  all   buildings  of  this  description   the  sloping   ladders_ 

with  handrails  ought  to  be  used  and  all  sentimental  ideas  in 

regardjq  destroying  the  architecture  of  the  jacadejnust  be 

downed — if    architects    cannot     design    outside    staircases" 
architecturally   all    the   worse  for  them.     It  can    be   done 

however.     Another  very  necessary  regulation  which  ought 

to  be  adopted  in  view  of  these  horrors,  is  the  adoption  of 

the  bloomer  costume  as  a  work  dress  for  girls  and  women. 

No  doubt  all  could  have  been  saved  in  this  case  had  it  not 

been  for  the  skirts  which  hampered  their  movements^ 

on   the  chance  of  getting  a  benevolent  despot  to  rule  us, 

Another  matter  which  must  be  at  once  attended  toby 

municipalities  is  the  abolition  of  all  overhead  wires,  the 

way  these  hampered  the  working  of  the  firemen  on  this  oc- 

casion is  ably  set  forth  by  E.  C.  Chamberlain  a  correspond- 

ent of  Fire  and   Water: 

'-'As  Fire  and  Water  is  the  one  paper  of  its  class  that  is 

universally  read  all  over  this  continent,  I  may  be  permittedTl 

through  its  columns,  to  say  to  other  cities  (any  one  of  which 

may  have  to  pass  through  our.  recent  terrible  experience) 

that  they  should  take  warning  therefrom  and  assist  upon 

the  overhead  wires  being  placed  underground,  and  insist 

further  upon  having  affixed  to  all  buildings — where  the 

law  commands  that  there  shall  be  fije. escapes — escapes  hav- 

ing balconies  running  across  horizontally,  as  all  others  are 

worthless  and  of  no  use.  Let  all  cities  likewise  provide  fire 

apparatus  proportionate  to  the  size  of  their  city,  and,  above 
all,  let  them  have  a  good  water  supply.  It  is  necessary;  it 

is  vital],  it  is  the  keynote  to  successfully  fighting  every  fire. 

In    Troy  we   have  never   yet  been   crippled  in    that  way. 

"I  will  say  in  conclusion.  Let  us  unite  in  compelling 

every  city  in  the  United  States  to  put  it.s  wires  under 

ground.  It  is  not  a  local,  but  a  national  issue,  and  should 
be  treated  as  such. 

"If  one  person  kills  another,  we  kill  him;  and  the  man 

who  strings   wires   in  front   of  tall   buildings  which    are 

crowded  with  workpeople  is  as  much  guilty  of  murder  as  he  . 

who  sets  a  trap  for  your  life,  indeed,  what  worse  or  more- 
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cunningly  contrived  death-trap  is  there  than  the  overhead 

wires  ? •'The  fire  escapes  are  misnomers,  and  proved  themselves  in 
reality  useless  for  the  purpose  they  were  supposed  to  serve. 

They  may  possibly  do  for  men;  for  girls  and  women  they 

are  simply  no  good,  as  their  skirts  stand  in  the  way  of  any- 
thing like  making  the  descent  expeditiously  and  safely. 

The  overhead  wires  which  form  a  pendent  mass  now  lie  prone 
on  the  earth  amid  the  pile  of  poles  and  crosstrees,  extending 

right,  left,  and  centre,  were  .so  arranged  as  to  form  not 

merely  an  obstacle  to  the  firemen,  but  an  absolute  prevent- 
ive to  their  being  able  to  do  their  work  effectually,  especi- 
ally to  their  being  able  to  save  the  lives  of  those  who  were 

dependent  upon  their  exertions  for  preservation  from  one  of 
the  most  awful  forms  of  death.  In  this  particular  instance 

the  wires  along  the  streets  were  a  menace  to  the  firemen. 

It  was,  it  always  is  an  impossibility  for  a  fireman  to  cut 
down  a  network  of  100  or  more  wires,  as  it  is  never  known 

how  manv  of  these  wires  are  'alive.'  " 

Geometry,  Trigonometry  and  the  principles  of  Physics  and 

Drawing  to  enable  them  to  derive  the  best  results  from  their 

reading  is  a  very  useful  magazine  for  those  who  arejojit  of 
the  way  of  Technical  Schools  or  colleges.  Published  by 
The  Colliery  Engineer  Company. 

THE  PENNY  MAGAZINE,  published  monthly  by  the- 
Penny  Magazine  Company,  Bourse  Building,, Philadel<phia. 
Subscription  price  twenty-five  cents  a  year  postage  prepaid. 

Here  we  have  a  nicely  printed  Magazine,  on  good  paper 

and  full  of  good  things,  no  continued  stories,  for  the  trifling 

sum  of  twenty-five  cents  per  year."' Some  Pecksniff,  who 

never  reads,  may  exclaim  "this  is  equally  objectional"  2^ 
the  twenty-five  cents  per  copy  would  be,  but  tl^pse  who 

study  economy  and  are  fond  of  good  reading  will  Ue  glad  to 

avail  themselves  of  such  an  opportunity.        "  ̂ ;   -.^i, .  ■  V  ,. 

1B001n5;«^:PCR1ODICAL3:; 

ITPPEN^fXHBT^ 
PROFESSOR      wing's,     FULL-SIZE       TRANSVERSE       TESTS     OF 

DOUGLASS     FIR. 

"Professor  Chas..  B.  Wing,  Leland  Stanford  University, 

California,  published    in   Engineering  News   of  March   14, 

-     1895,  an  account  of  the  methods  used  and  results  obtained 

-by  him  in  a  series  of  full-size  transverse  tests  of  Douglass 
fir.     None  of  the  specimens  were  selected  for  testing.     The 
timber  wds  ordered  from  a  San  Francisco  lumber  yard,  and 

would  pD^bably  rate  as  a  poor  lot  of  "No.  i  Merchantable." The  sticks  contained  considerable  sap.     Some  of  the  sticks 

failed  by  shearing   along   the  fibre  parallel  to  the  length  of 

~~lhe  specimen.     Professor  Wing  states  that  it  was  noted  that 
knots,  even  when  sound  and  tight,  weakened  the  stick  by 

decreasing  the  section,  and  by  causing  the  fibre  to  be  cross- 
grained  and  curly,  easily  crushing  when  in  compression. 

The  ultimate  breaking  extreme  fibre  stress  in  pounds  per 

square  inch  obtained  from  ten  sticks,  each  ,6  Jn.  x  10  in.  x 

17  feet  long,  was  4,590  to  7,951,  average  6,293.  The  stick 

giving  the  limit  of  4,590  was  a  stick  that  would  have  been 

culled  in  an  ordinary  lumber  inspection.  Excluding  this 
stick  the  results  ran  from  5,580  to  7,951,  average  6,482. 

An  additional  series  of  ten  tests  was  made  with  pieces 

3  in.  x  5  in.  x  4  ft.  3  in.  long,  cut  from  uninjured  parts  of 

'the  large  sticks  that  haS  been  previously  broken.  The  re- 

sults showed  ultimate  breaking  extreme  fibre  stress  in 

pounds  per  square  inch,  from  6,438  to  12,056,  average  9.257. 

The  stick  giving  the  lowest  limit  had  a  knot  through  the 
center.     Excluding  this  the  lowest  limit  was  7,960. 

ADDRESS.  TO  THE  BOSTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  b) 

George  T.  Angell.  This  interesting  phamphlet  should  be 

read  by  every  child  upon  the-  Pacific  Coast — we  only  wish 
Mr.  Angell  could  be  induced  to  repeat  the  address  before 

the  school  children  of  San  Francisco.  If  this  is  not  possi- 

ble a  copy  should  be  placed  in  the  hand  of  every  child  and 

every  teacher  of  children  in  the  sfate.  This  could  be  accom-^ 
plished  at  a  comparatively  little  cost,  as  the  Humane 
Education  Society  furnish  their  publication  at  a  verv.JjK^w 

rate,  besides  an  immense  number  distributed  free  of  cost. 

Will  not  the  Board  of  Education   look  into  this  and  do 

_soiiiething-^:towards^^aeing^-a-<?op5^-of  tilts  -address  tjr^^ 
hand  .of  every  child  that  attends  our  public  schools.   -^t — ,--■■■■  1   *-   -—   

We  are  indebted  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Rhode 

Island  for  A  REPORT  of  the  RESULTS  OBTAINED 

WITH  EXPERIMENTAL  FILTERS  at  the  Pettaconsi'f 
Pumping  Station  of  the  Providence  Water  Work.s,  by 

Edmund  B  Weston,  published  by  E.  L.  Freeman  &  Sons, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  1896. 

This  report  cannot  fail  to  interest  all  those  interestedin 

water  works,  as  it  appears  to  give  much  information  in  re- 

gard to  the  action  of  filters  upon  the  water,  as  well  as  upon 

the  best  mode  of  cleaning  the  filter  after  it  may  have  become 

foul.  The  result  of  these  tests  made  upon  a  large  scale  can- 

not but  prove  valuable  to  the  engineer,  and  reflect  great 

credit  upon  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

HOME  STUDY,  an  elementary  monthly  journal  for 

students  of  the  Industrial  Sciences  and  readers  of  the  techni- 
cal  press  who  need   a  better   knowledge   of  ArFthmetic, 

San  Francisco,  April  2,  1896. 

Editor  California  Architect  and  Building  Neivs. 

Dear  Sir:— I  take  this  method  of  calling  yourattentioh 

to  my  school  of  bricklaying.     J^y  class  is  composed  of'b
o5^s 

Trom  ten  years  of  age  upward^  They,  take  a  lesson- every. 
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day  after  school  hours  from  3:30  to  4:30  p.  m.,  also  a  lesson          _ 

on  Saturday  in  bricklaying  including  an  hour  in  drawing  to      ̂ y^ MiJ^'l^^fhM^^^^^''''^-^ scale  that  which  they  build  during  the  week. 

The  pupils  learn  to  lay  Roman,  common  and  press  brick, 

to     construct   all   the    specialties   in     the    trade,   such   as: 

Roman   brick    fire   places;    French  ranges;  Dutch,  French, 

Jtalian  ovens  and  all  work  appertaining  to  the  trade. 
By  the  time  boys  have  finished  with  their  .schooling  they 

will  be  thorough  mechanics  in  this  line.  Bricklaying  carries 

their  minds  into  a  useful  channel,  teaches  them  not  to  be 

afraid  of  work,  it  spreads  them  out  and  makes  them  strong, 
active  men. 

Although  bricklaying  is  light  work  it  acts  on  all  the 
muscles  of  the  lx)dy  and  there  is  no  better  exercise  for  a 

boy  cramped  up  in  school  alLda^  than  an  hour's  work_over 

pure  lime  and  sand»  -— ^  ^ 

J.  P.  McGiLVRAY  has  the  contract-^r  the  stone  work  of 
the  new  building  on  the  site  of  the  old  American  Exchange 

Hotel,  Oregon  gray  stone  is  the  stone  chosen. 

My  class  is  composed  of  boys  of  the  leading  contractors 

in  the  city.  I  would  be  pleased  to  have  you  call  and  .see 

what  the  boys  are  doing.  S.  J.  Pierck, 

Manager  and  Instructor. 

San    Francisco,  April  19,  1896. 

Mr.  Editor: — It  has  been  asked  why  so  many  building 
contracts  are  let  where  the  contractor  furnishes  the  plans 

and  specifications.  I  think  I  can  tell  you;  in  the  first  place 

if  the  plans,  etc.,  are  made  by  an  archit^ct^  he  will  take^a_ 
number  of  bids  on  the  work,  and  by  clo.se  competition  the 

job  will  be  let  at  a  price  which  allows  very  little  profit  to 

-the  contractor.    "The^rchitect  requires~tP~Tnuch  -work^-for 

m^^    V, 

t-
 

the  money  paid,  and  in  having  the  work  done,  has  but 

slight  consideration  for  the  welfare  of  the  contractor. 

Many  of  our  builders,  to  be  sure  of  making  a  good,  or  at 

least  reasonable  profit  on  their  work,  will  furnish  the  plans 

and  specifications,  free  to  owners.  They  giv^e  the  owner 

just  what  they  have  the  money  to  pa}'  for,  perhaps  not, all 
he  wants  or  expects,  but  a  good  job  generally.  They  make 

a  good  showing,  and  any  minor  things  not  specified,  can  be 

done  as  cheaply  after  the  buildings  are  put  up  and  the  own- 
ers have  the  money  to  pay  for  them,  as  they  could  be  done 

under  the  contract.  By  furnishing  the  plans  and  specifica- 
tions free,  the  contractor  is  his  own  boss,  and  gets  the  work 

at  a  fa'r  price  without  any  real  competition.  He  is  not 

bothered^by  an   architect,  and   gets   along   with    his  work 

faster.  Me  can  pick  up  cheap  materials  and  get  bargins  in 

ready  made  plaster  and  other  ornaments,  that  give  a  flashy 

eflfect  to  the  work,  and  answers  just  as  welh  tis  the  more 

expensive  work,  usually  required  by  an  architect,  and  will 

last  as  long  as  is  necessary.  Nearly  all  the  buildings 

erected  in  this  way  are  built  on  the  installment  plan,  or  the 
money  comes  from  a  Building  and  Loan  Association,  and 

the  owners  have  to  pay  pretty  large  monthly  installments. 

So  you  see  a  cheap  building,  that  answers  the  purpose  is  as 

good  as  any  other,  as  in  a  few  years  it  is  likely  to  be  over- 
hauled, or  remodeled,  anyhow.  The.se  contractors  make 

a  little  money  out  of  this  business,  more  than  they  could  in 

general  competitions,  they  cut  their  buildings  to  suit  the 

price  paid  and  never  loose  money  on  their  goods,  and  as 
some  owners  would  rather  have  a  building  that  is  cheap  and 
showey  than  a  better  building  at  greater  cost  this  class  of 
builders  have  a  fair  amount  of  business  of  course.  In  the 

end,  there  is  nothing  given  free,  the  owner  has  to  pay  well 
for  all  he  gets,  but  not  being  aware  of  it,  is  happy. 

— -r—   —   '-^- — -Yours  trtily^^   X^hips.^ 

The  Municipal  Waterworks  of  Santa  Rosa  have  been 

completed  and  successfully  tested  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 

public.  The  water  comes  from  two  sources — artesian  wells 
a  short  distance  from  the  pumping  station  and  t^e  under- 

flow in  the  vicinity  of  Santa  Rosa  creek.  In  each  instance 

there  is  thorough  filtration  by  which  the  water  is  purified. 

The  Central  Lumber  Company,  principal  place  of  busi- 
ness, Hanford,  capital  stock,  $ioo.cco,  with  $20, ceo  sul- 

.scribed,  and  A.  J.  McLeod,  C.  B.  McLeod,  B.  F.  McLeod, 
George  McLeod  aiiiLXliirslifield  of  Bakersficld  as  directors. 

Labor  TslBe  cufseoTtheworld^  and  nobody  can  meddle, 
with  it  without  becoming  proportionately  brutified.— //i?.*-- 

Muune,   .  — 

It  is  not  for  reward    that  the  best  work   is  done. — /as. 

Cubitt. 

Cement  Floors.— A  correspondent  wishes  to  know 
whether  there  is  any  composition  or  method  by  which  an 
ordinary  cement  floor  already  laid  can  be  made  smcoth 
enough  for  dancing  purposes. 

NOTICE   OF   MEETINGS. 

8a N  Francisco  Chaptek,  A.mkrican   Institutk  of   Akchi- 
^KiJTg^m«etii  second  Friday  of  «ach  mo«t44  ft^40^tJ»Hft>r«ia  street 

Pkth  Babson,  Pres.  W    P.  Moore,  Vice-Pres 
Or.ivKR  Everett,  Sec.  John  M.  Curtis,  Trea.s. 

Southern  California  Chapter  American    Institute   of Architects,  meets  first  Wednesday  of  each  month  at  114  Snrhur 

street^  Los  Angeles,  Cal.    1=^-  ^ OcTAViu.s  Morgan,  Pre.s.  A.  M.  Edelman,  Vice-Pres 
Arthur  B.  Benton,  Sec't.        August  Wackerbarth,  Treas. 

Technical  Society  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  meets  first  Friday 
of  eadi  month  at  Academy  of  Sciences  Building 

Geo.  W.  Dickie,  Pres.  W.  G.  Curtis,  Vice-Pres. 
O'lTo  Von  Geldern,  Sec.^  Edward  T.  Schild,  Treas. 

Master  Plumbers'  Associati^^^  every  fiTst  and  third Friday  of  edch  month  at  the  Flood  Building. 
J  AS.  E.  Britt,  Pres. 

J.  L.  E.  FirmanTSec. 

Builders'  Exchange,   Directors    meet    first    Friday  in   each month  at  Mission  and  New  Montgomery. 
Oscar  Lewis,  Pres.  Jas.  A.  Wilson,  See. - — ■  ■-  ^ —  - 

Masons'  and  Builder.^'  AssoctATioN,  meet  first  Friday  eyen 

ing  of  each  month.  
«j^  ot-u '  Adam  BECK.Pres.  M.  V.  Brady,  Sec 

I 

7*7»?= 

T  1 1  \\      Iv  M  P  O  R  1  i;  M^  B  i:  1  L  I)  I  N  i\ 

Pissi.s  &  MooKK,  Akciutkct.s. 
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THE    EMPORIUIVl    BUILDING. 

rpHIS  building  is  situated  on  Market  street  near  Fifth 
1  street  and  is  a  building  unique  in  San  Francisco.  The 
first  two  stories  are  in  steel  skeleton  frame  construction 
above  that  solid  masonry  walls.  The  whole  of  the  super- 

structure is  supported  on  columns  leaving  the  whole 
ground  floor,  covering  a  space  275  feet  by  250  feet,  in  one 
single  room  or  store — which  is  divided  off  by  fixtures,  into 
the  spaces  for  the  various  departments  of  the  great  Depart- 

ment Store  that  is  about  to  occupy  it. 
The  main  naves  forty  f^et  wide  form  grand  promenades 

running  from  end  to  end  of  the  building — these  are  roofed 
with  glass  at  a  height  of  forty-five  feet  and  in  their  centre  is 
the  rotunda  140  feet  diameter,  100  feet  high,  covered  in 
with  a  glass  dome  one  hundred  feet  diameter.  The  store  is 

divided  into  two  stories  by  a  gallery  floor  which  overlooks^ the  before  mentioned  naves. 
The  main  staircases  and  elevators  leading  to  these  gal- 

lerys  and  to  the  basement,  open  out  from  either  side  of  the 
rotunda  and  are  sixteen  feet  wide. 

The  portions  of  the  building  facing  on  Market  and  Jessie 

streets  are  carried  up  five  stories  high  above  the  store,  four 
of  which  is  laid  off  into  ofliccs  and  the  top  one  as  court 
room  and  offices  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  California. 
Wings  on  each  side  join  these  two  fronts,  part  of  which  is 
for  offices  and  part  for  show  rocms  in  connection  with  the 

store. 

The  architects  are  Pissis  &  Moore. 

THE     STORE      FITTINGS. 

The  Department  Store  is  with  a  few  exceptions  fitted  up 
by  shelving,  cases  and  other  fixtures  manufactured  by  the 
the  San  Francisco  Furniture  Manufacturing  Company.  We 
hope  to  give  some  illustrations  of  their  work  in  our  next 
number  together  with  other  details  of  this  Emporium  Build- 

ing which  are  not  sufficiently  completed  in  this  number. 
EXCAVATION. 

The  excavation,  bulkheading,  etc.,  was  done  by  A.  E. 
Buckman  and  was  pushed  with  such  energy  and  dispatch 
that  the  work  was  done  within  the  allotted  time  in  the  con- 

tract. The  extire  surface  of  the  lot  excavated  was  3*81 'X275' 
covering  a  super  area  of  104,775  square  feet;  it  was  c*ried 
_t^an  average  depth  of  twenty  feet  making  the  amount  of earth  removed  77,000  cubic  yards. 

Iti  doing  this  the  whole  Market  and  Jessie  streets  fronts 

\ 

had  to  be  bulkheaded  about  two  and  one-half  feet  outside 
the  curb  line  so  as  to  allow  the  concrete  foundation  and  area 
retaniing  wall  to  be  built.  By  reason  that  the  large  water 
and  gas  mains  ran  along  close  to  the  bulkhead  this  was 
quite  a  difficult  matter  to  overcome  as  they  could  not  be 
disturbed  a  particle.  So  it  was  found  necessary  to  bore 
holes  along  the  line  of  the  bulkhead  twentv-five  feet  deep 
and  into  them  sink  8"x8"  timbers  every  six  feet  and  then  as the  dirt  was  removed  three  inch  plank  was  lagged  up  be^ 
hind  these  posts.  The  whole  was  held  in  place  by  series  of 
five  struts  each,  the  outer  one  being  over  forty  feet  long. 
The  piers  of  the  columns  had  to  go  below  the  general surface  another  eight  feet,  and  thus  were  below  the  water 

line— so  each  hole  had  to  be  sheet  piled  by  grooved  \vater- 
tight  sheeting  and  the  hole  kept  dry  while  the  concrete  was 
put  in;  when  the  concrete  piers  were  set  the  sheet  piling was  taken  out,  thus  leaving  only  twolnVhes  to  fill  in  between 
the  natural  sand  and  the  concrete. 

CEMENT. 

This  has  been  called  the  ''Cement  Age"  and  this  building has  not  been  behind  others  in  justifying  this  sobriquet. 
Over  20,000  barrels  of  cement  were  used  on  the  building 
in  the  foundations,  plaster  work,  tiling  and  for  the  pavement 
of  the  sidewalk,  for  the  last  the  "Star"  brand  was  used,  a French  cement  which  is  guaranteed  by  the  extra  precaution 
taken  by  haring  the  French  Governinent  Inspector  inspect 
all  the  barrels  before  leaving  the  works.  All  the  balance  of 
the  cement  was  the  "Josson".  Both  of  these  brands  were 
supplied  by  W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.,  and  their  use  in  a  building of  this  character  indicates  that  the  reputation  these  cements 
have  had  so  far,  has  not  diminished  i)ut  rather  increased. 

-CONCRETE. 

The  foundation  piers  for  the  steel  columns  were  made  of 

concrete— there  were  -^02  piers  distributed  over  thP^ndarO^ site  varying  in  size  from  nine  feet  square  to  twenty-two 
feet  square  and  eight  feet  deep.  The  exterior  piers  of  both 
fronts  and  the  retaining  walls  are  fifteen  feet  high  above  base- 

ment floor  and  of  concrete.  The  basement  floor  and  side 
walks  are  artificial  stone,  and  the  foundations  for  engines 
and  all  other  machinery  are  built  \^ concrete  by  George 

Goodman^^j  Monjtgomery  street7  ~^       ~        J^ 
GRANITE     WORK. 

The  cappings  of  all  the  concrete  piers  for  the  reception  of 
the  steel  pillars  and  the  plinths  of  the  stone  work  of  the 
front  were  of  granite  from  the  Raymond  Quarries  in  Madera 
Co.,  owned  by  the  Raymond  Granite  Co. — which  is  noted 
for  being  free  from  iron  oxide— and  its  great  strength,  the 
United  States  Government  Ordnance  Department  tests 
showing  a  crushing  strength  of  20,000  pounds  per  square 
inch  with  no  signs  of  fracture.  Part  of  the  main  entrance— 

floor  is  composed  of  a  large  granite  slab  24'7"x6'6"xi2" 
thick. 

BRICK     WORK. 

All  the  enclosing  walls  except  the  Market  street  front 
were  built  of  brick  and  made  the  largest  contract  that  had 
ever  been  let  in  San  Francisco  for  similar  work.  The 
material  was  expeditiously  handled  by  means  of  four  .steam 
hoists  one  at  each  corner  of  the  building.  Richardson  & 

Gale  were  the  contractors. 
CEMENT     WORK. 

The  outside  of  these  walls  were  cemented  over  with  Port- 
land cement  and  were  plastered  from  swinging  stages  after 

the  walls  were  .set.  The  Jessie  street  facade  is  finished  in 
cement  with  moulded  cornices,  strings,  caps  and  bases^ot 
columns,  etc.,  all  run  in  cement  in  a  clean  sharp  manner. 
This  work  was  done  by  Chas.  Dunlop. 

STONE  WORK. 

The  Market  street  facade  above  the  store  front,  the  large 

central  arched  entrance  and  the  two'  smaller  arched  flanking 
entrances  are   of  stone.     The  style  is  classical,  very  freely 
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