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ANNUAL   SUMMARY    OF     BUILDING    OPERATIONS. 

IN  the  following  table  We  present  the  n
umber  and  value 

of  buildings  erected   in   San   Francisco  during  the  past
 

^rear,  as  shown  by  the  contracts  filed  at  the  City  Hall
. 

FOR  FIRST  SIX  MONTHS.-1886, 
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1895 
Jaii'ry  ... Feb'ry  ... 

March  .. 

April   

May   
June   

Total 

A 

27 

Building 

Vaiuo 

50,025 

59,336 

170,4^ 

ia'>.:i'« 
at),043 

74,775 

i2  8   4%,001 

31 

88 
76 

57 

Ho 

67 

33 42 

81 

IK) 

90 

a-) 

8.54!  400 

8  11«,S80 

122,S«0 

208,081 271,080 

a9.{,037 

288,701 

$1,435,740 

4 
6 
8 

24 

19 
11 

72) 

4,  3    20,847 6  12,071 

11  17,418 

24  87,411 
19  33,973 
11  21,612 

871    40 611    57 

90;  101 

88;  1021 

1071  116| 
80   101 i 

$219,752 
194,287 395,988 
466,824 

4t>l,t^^ 

385,178 75I     $19:}J«2'  453i  617  $2,125,082 

FOR  SECOND  SIX  MONTHS.-1895. 

2   Altera- 

i'sli'fei'    Brick     'Sc'sl   Frame   -SB'S I   ti<>n«.&    oc'SS '-  ̂^'^t^nA  h:  ,44  ̂^ 

I  « 

.4- «b£.- 

July   

AU(?   

Sept   
Oct   

Nov  ... Dec...... 

f 

5' 

9 
12 

15i 

J7  $  151,362!  841  90 10  153,717  100  111 10  3^,H,^'^  50  72 
15  40,(>t)0  38  5« 
14  98,15^  25  36 
17  163,218  37  39 

$  287,947 476,898 
290,433 
254.260 

101,5:*) 

135,428 

15 

13i 

8. 

26 

9 
8 

17  $  162,263  no  124  $  f)01,572 
13  49,244  118  134  679,8:i9 
8  ;i3.012  72  1)0  355,078 
2«  98,811  m  97  393,161 
10  28.138  46  CO  277,814 
8  16.165  60  04  266,686 Total  '"^"liTii;!^  343^^1^M6^J9J2_«»^ 

'  To  this  amount  should  be  added  the  further  estin^
ted 

sum  of  $500,000  where  costs  have  not  been  
given,  which would  make  the  total  $5,  i99»235- 

We  give  the  total  values  and  numbers  from   i8So
  i  o  that our  reiaders  may  make  a  comparison:  , 

j88o —    397  engagements,  value....... ......•••♦••••••  •*pJ»754)455 

I88I  — 

PROGRAMME— THE     PRINCIPAL     ENTRANCE     OF     A     TKRMI- 

NAIv     RAIUROAD     STATION. 

The  station  is  located  at  the  junction  of  three  main  streets 

_xif  a  city  of  first  importatice,  in  a  "rond  point,"  ftie  principal 
entrance  facing  one  of  them,  and  the  station  property  being 

bordered  by  the  continuation  of  the  other  two.^ 
The  line  of  the  building  is  set  well  back  from  the  street, 

giving  ample  space  for  driveways  arranged  so  as  to  accen- 
tuate the  entrance,  steps,  etc.,  for  travelers  arriving  on  foot. 

The  main  floor  of  vestibule  must-be  located  at  about  grade 

level.  The  length^^f  front  over  all,  as  shown  on  diagram, 

is  200  feet.  'The  cost  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  designer. 

Only  the  entrance  with  preceding  driveways,  ramps,  etc., 

with  indication  of  main  vestibule,  shall  be  shown  on  plan 
and  elevation. 

The  drawings  will  be  placed  on  two  sheets  26"  by  39"; 

one  sheet  containing  a  section  an^  elevation  at  y^"  scale 

and  plan  at  1-16"  the  other  a  ̂ "  scale  detail,  with  cast  and 
rendered  shadows.         r'\^...- 

All  drawings  are  to  be  delivered  flat^under  a  nom-de- 

plume,  on  or  before /^bruary  6,  1896,  at  the  League  Rooms; 

charges  prepaid.       ̂     ̂ 
~~         (John  Galen  Howard, 

Committee-  ]  Albert  L.  Brockway, 

(Thomas  Hastings,  Chairman. m  ̂»cori  KM 
^  WSlllill"!' 

533 

1882—  785 

1883—  803 
1884—1,127 
1885—1,457 

1886—1,148 iBS7^i,093 

1888—    891 

1889 — 1,081 

1890—1,037 

1891 — 1,162 
1892 —  920 
1893—  905 1894—  947 

1895^1,086 
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7.043.999 

6,401,669 

6,605,054 

6,244,220 

7,500,000 

7.095.013 

The  Guild  of  Arts  and  Crafts.— The  interesting 

exhibition  of  Books  and  Printing  under  the  auspices  of  the 

Guild  of  Arts  and  Crafts  is  open  to  the  public  at  424  Pine 

street. 
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5.856,341 

3.962.532 

4.529.839 
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COMPETITION. 

annual  competition  for  the  GotD  and  silver 
 medals 

OF    the    architectural    league    in    connect
ion 

'    WITH  THE  ANNUAL  EXHIBITION  OF  THE  ARCHI- 3— " 

TECTURAL  LEAGUE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

CONDITIONS     First:— The  Competi
tors  must  be  resi- 

dents of  the  United  States,  and  under  the  age  of  twenty- five. 

Second:— The  drawings  shall  .  be  made  in  conf
ormity 

with  the  following  programme,  and  entirely  by  the 
 hands 

of  the  Competitor.  - 

The  awards  will  be  made  by  the  Committee  on  Co
mpeti- 

tion and  Awards  acting  as  a  Jury,  and  their  decision  w
ill 

be  rendered  on  or  before  February  13,  1896. 

The  competitive  drawings  will  be  hung  at  the  Exhib
ition, 

the  first  and  second  prize  drawings  being  so  indicated, 
 and 

these  latter  shall  become  the  property  of  the  League. 

Oakland's  Exposition.— Oakland  has  just  closed  one 

of  the  most  successful  Expositions  on  record.  Gotten  up 

only  in  three  weeks  it  was  engineered  by  good  business 

men  and  was  not  only  successful  in  a  pecuniary  sense  but 

was  in  the  way  of  exhibits  an  exhibition  of  the  enterprise 

and  capacity  of  Oakland  and  its  environs  which  surpri
sed 

all  that  had  tlie  privilege  of  seeing  it.  It  was  successful
  in 

every  way  and  has  given  such  a  stimulus  to  Oakla
nd  and 

'5!i99!235'    its  business   interests   that   its   managers  have   decided  to 

-_    .   -make  a  permanent  affair  of  it  and  will  soon  get  to  work  to  - 

make  a  permanent  building  for  all  such  occasions  a^  have just  past.  "  X 

The  directors  of  the  concern    were:— M.  J.   W.  ̂ elso^,^ 

M    J     Keller,   Geo.   Roeth,  Theo.  Gier,  Fred    Becker,  
Ely 

Buswell,  F.  W.  Spiars  and  Wm.  Rutherford ;.Crj^igieShar£, 

-Superintendent.  - 

Students  Notices.— Mathematical  class  of
  Mechanics' 

Institute  31  Post  street,  San  Francisco.     Sessions
:  Tuesday 

and    Friday   evenings,  7:30-9:30   p.m.     New  ter
m   begins 

Tanuary    6   and   ends  June    27,    1896.      Studies: 
 Algebra, 

Geometry,  Trigonometry.     2  The  applicati
onof  Mathemat- 

ical principles    and  rules   to   the  solution   of  probl
ems  in 

mechanics  electricity  and  advanced  commercial 
 calculations. 

Any  student  is   permitted  to  make  such  sele
ctions  from 

the  above  list  of  studies  as  he  may  consider  pr
ofitable  and 

useful  for  himself.     Students  desiring  it,  will  be
  given  an 

opportunity   to   review     and    extend    their   
knowledge   of 

arithmetic  and  to  learn  how  to  apply   its  rules 
 to  practical 

examples  in  mensuration  of  plane  and  soli^  geometry   
  , 

::  For  further  information  apply  to  the  Instr
uctor  in  chatge 

of  the  class. 
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attention  to  archit^e(>ture  as  a  means  of  livelihood  is  remarka 
ble  and  is  alluded  td  in  the  following  extract.  The  author 
however  gives  no ^  indication  as  to  what  shall  be  done  with 

these  students  when  they  becoqie  full  blown  architects: 

SIXTH    WAHU    SCHOOL,    OAKLAND. 

"Lawyers  and  doctors  tell  us  there  are  so  many  law  and 
medical  students  that  the  professions  will  be  scandalously 

overcrowded  in  the  next  few  years.  Pai'nters  deplore  the 
swarms  of  ambitious  young  men  in  the  studios,  and  assure 
us  there  will  be  no  room  for  them  in  the  future.  As  for 
writers,  they  lament  about  the  overstocked  condition  gf  the 
literary  market  until  one  is  quite  tiftd  of  hearing  about  it. 

It  is  therefore  with  some  trepidation  that  I  make  the 
easily  substantiated  statement  that  the  increase  in  th^-»um- 
ber  of  students  in  these  callings  is  small  compared  with 
their  increase  in  that  of  architecture.  About  fifteen  years 
ago,  for  instance,  there  were  sometimes  half  a  dozen 
Americans  studying  in  Paris,  sometimes  one.  For  the  last 
five  years  there  have  been  from  forty  to  sixt)^,  while  Ameri- 

cans have  been  frequenting,  beside^,  the  sohools  of  Berlin, 
Vienna,  Florence  and  Rome.  To  take  an  Example  nearer 

^>  ~~^  home,  six  years  ago  the  long-established  School  of  Archi- 
The  BROCHURE  Series  of  Architectura}  Illustrations-^— lecture   of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  contained  two 

published  monthly  by  Bates  &  Guild— has  £very  nionth  ft     students:  this   year  there   are   over   a   hundred;  and  so  it 

A    text   book   of   PLAIN  LETTERING   by   Henry   S., 

Jacoby  Ass.  Prof,  of  C.  E.  in  Cornell  University. 

This  book  will  be  found  quite  a  help  to  draftsmen.  It 

goes  thoroughly  into  the  methods  of  artistic  and  scientific 

letter  making — and  is  not  cumbered  with  the  large  amount 
of  so-called  ornamental  lettering  which  compose  the  major 

portion  of  old  fashioned  works  hn  this  subject.  It  is  wel- 
come if  only  for  the  indication  it  gives  of  the  adoption  by 

the  modern  draftsman  of  plain  readable  letters  instead  of 

the  almost  undecipherable  lettering  which  used  to  abound 

on  Architectural  Drawings.  ... 

r  1       1  11      ♦       •        *i    !*♦      ̂     ..r  A^^Kw^^f.,roi      go^s,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.     Moreover,  this  in 
verv  useful  and  excellent  series  ol  hall  tones  01  Architectural     **'.  ,  ,  ^-.j.,  ,  *" 

Subjects  of  use  to  the  architect  and  draftsman. 

« -^ 

—.--  ir 

:>;  •'■> 

^  LIPPINCOTT'S  for  January  among  other  good  things 

has  an  article  on  '^^Architecture  in  America:  a  Forecast"  by 
John  Stewardson,  the  first  of  a  serie^  qlpapers  on  a  subject 

^yhich  now  holds  a  prominent  place  in  public  interest — and 
so  far  seems  well  and  justly  handled  by  the  author. 

The  following  critism  on  the  present  rage  for  tall  build- 
ings seems  apropos: 

If, we   look   at   the   business   buildings   of  Europe    and 
America  we  find. a  difference  just  as  strikin^as  in  priva 
houses.     In  England  the  buildings^T  not  very  high,  and 
are  cut  up  into  a   multitude  of  smaH  parts   following  the 
sa^e^=^tyles  that   are   used  in   country  houses.     There   is 

"^^little  breadth  of  treatment,  little  grasping  of  what  is  known 
as  the  ̂ ra?id  parti.     On  the  Continent  we  find  the  style  of 
the  period  used  for  business  buildings  as  well  as  for  every- 

thing else.     The  treatment  is  broad  but  monotonous.     The 
buildings  are  generally  studied  as  a  whole,  well   planned 
and    well  pr^ortioned.     There   interest  ceases,  the  detail 
being,    as   a   rule,    crude    and    unfeeling,   in    this  respect 
materially  different  from  that  across^the  Channel.  ,  As  for 
business   buildings   in   this   country,  all  the  world  knows 
what  they  are.     There  is  very  little  good  architecture  about 
them,  but  a  great  deal  of/good  engineering.     Just  now  it  is 
very  much  the  fashion  lo  prai.se  the  huge  steel  cages  with.— 
their  walls  carried  on  the  beams  from   floor  to  floor  and  the 

weight  concentrated  into  a  few  vertical  shafts,  and  they  are 
unquestionably  admirably  adapted  to   their   purpose,  but, 

-  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  are  i]f6l\architecture.     There 

is  not  much  more  architecture  in  buildl-ng  a  tirescmely  long 
row  of  oflftcesor  apartments,  all  of  exactly  the  same  height 
and    all    devoid  of  any  kind  of  treatment,  one   above  the 
other,  then  there  is  iii  placing  them  side  by  side  like  any 
row 
office 
the  pr 

most  unjust  to  the  architects  of  Uie.  greater  number  hot  to 
acknowledge  the  ingenuity  and  skill  with  whiclrtJiey  have 
grappled  with  an  entirely  new  problem;  while  as  for  the 
structural  iron-work,  it  is  often  as  good  as  can  be  imagined. 
From  an  architectural  point  of  view  the  greatest  drawback 

to  these  disproportionate  .structures — and  it  is  a  very  serious 
jpne  indeed — is  the  fact  that  they  dwarf  pubKc  buildings, 
churches,  and  everything  of  a  monumental  character  around 
them,  utterly  destroying  restfulness  aim  scale  and  marring 

the  general  appearance  of  a  city  beyond  repair.      *        * 

The  phenomenal  amount  of  youngmen  now  turning  their 

crease  in  numbers  does  not  include   the  men  who  are  geT^ 
ting  their  training  in  offices' without  going  to  thXtechnical 
school  at  all.  *  *  *  \      * 

LEGAL  DECISIONS. 

— *„- 

From  a  large  number  ̂ ef-^gal  Decisions  of  the  higher  Court, 
o^the  dijffereiit  States  of  the  Union,  we  select  arid  publish  in  this 
column,  such  as  appear  applicable  to  this  sectioji  of  the  country. 

EHToi*f*Bf.  TO  BEffY  VATimTTV  OF  BoNi>:^Wfiei*ntRWt^  given 
to  discharge  a  mechanic's  lien  is  treated  as  valid  by  all  the  parties, and  the  li^n  is  discharged,  a  surety  cannot,  in  an  action  on  the 

bond,  deny  i's  |ali<lity.  x    -~   — = — ^ Moller  V.  Vouniai(s>oeotnmon  Pleas  of  New  York  <!ity  and 
County,  General  Term.  34.  N.  Y.  8.  Rep.  140. 

V|^:nue  in  Mechanic's  Lien  Cases.— Under  Pub.  Si.  c.  191 
sec.Jll,  providing  that  a  mechanic's  lien  may  be  enforced  in  a  dis- trict court,  the  petition  mu.st  be  to  the  courj,  witliin  whose  jurisdic- 

tion the  land  lies,  irrespective  of  the  resid^Vice  of  tiie  parties;  and 
tlie  only  eftect  thereon  of  St.  1893,  c.  396,  revising  and  consolidating the  laws  relating  to  district  and  police  courts,  was  to  increase  the 
amount  within  which  the  latter  courts  have  jurisdiction. 

Boyle  V.  Gould,  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Mass.  41  N.  E.  Rep. 114. 

Mechanic's  Lien— Enforcement.— Under  the  statute,  giving 
a  mechanic's  lien  upon  the  building  to  workmen,  which  they  had had  helped  to  erect,  "and  upon  the  interest  of  the  owner  in  the  lot 
of  land  upon  wliich  the  same  is  situated,"  a  lien. x'an not,  at  the option  of  the  holaer,  be  established  on  a  part  only  of  the  whole  lot. 
Whalen  v.  Collins,  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Mass.,  41  N.  E 

Kep.  124. 
  .       .    I    .    . 

r 

com- 

ace. 

piece  fell 

petent  men  at  work  moving  the  flooring  and  puting  it  in  pi 
They  removed  the  supporting  piece  firsthand  the  other  piec^ on  and  killed  one  of  the  men.     The  contractor  was  not  chargeable with  negligence  in  not  providing  a  safe  place  for  him  to  work 
Smith  v.  Empire  Transp.  Co.,  Supreme  Coi 

Supp.  534. 

ourtof  N.  Y.,35N.  Y. 

Contracts  in  Restraint  of  Trade.— An  agreement  by  the members  of  a  national  association  oi  master  plumbers  4o  withdraw 
their  patronage  from  any  dealer  selling  .supplies  to  others  than 
master  plumbers  is  not  unlawful,  even  though  "master  plumbers be  construed  to  mean  members  of  such  association. 
Macauley  v.  Tierny,  Supreme  Court  of  R- 1.,  133  At.  Rep.  1. 

n 

a- 

\ 

TITHIS  School  House  lately  completed  is  situated  at  the 

A  corner  of  Fourth  and  Harrison  streets,  Oakland.  It  is 

a  four  room  school  with  ten  foot  basement,  o(  brick  and 

stone.  The-basement  contains  play  rooms  for  the  children 
in  wet  weather,  water  closets  and  the  heating  furnaces. 
Exclusive  of  the  four  class  rooms,  the  building  contains  a 

principal's  room,  store  room,  lunch  room  and  kitchen. 

The  Architect  was  W.  J.  Cuthbertson,  the  superintend- 
ent W.  Hopkirk  and  the  whole  was  under  the  charge  of  the 

Oakland  Board  of  Public  Works  consisting  of  Mayor  Davie, 

City  Attorney  Piersol  and  City  Engineer  Wilson,  and  car- 
ried out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  school  board,  Mr.  Ford  the 

School  Directorjir  the  ward  in  which  the  building  is  situ- 
ated, giving  tlie  matter  a  good  deal  of  personal  attention. The  total  cost  of  the  building  was  $35,000. 

The  Brick  work  was  carried  out  by  the  well  known  and 
old  established  firm  of  Remillard  Brick  Co.,  of  Clay  and 

Second  streets,  Oakland.  The  fronts  were  faced  with  their 

stock  brick  which,  when  pointed  up  with  red  cement  and 
cleaned  down,  makes  a  brick  front  which  leaves  nothing  to be  desired. 

^■*'t 

The  Carpenter  work  was  done  siibstantially,  ccnscienT^ 
tiously  and  carefully  by  R.  Weeks  &  Son  who  have  made  a 

good  reputation  for  themselves  since  they  have  settled  in 

OaklaiSjd;  they  hrave  been  particularly  successful  in  school 
house  Work,  having  only  a  short  time  ago  completed  the 

Redwood  City  High  School.  Besides  their  work  in  Oak- 
land, Alameda  and  Berkeley  they  can  also  point  with  pride 

to  the  following  work  done  by  them  in  other  parts  of  the 

Continent— Garfiel(f  University  at  Wichjta,  Kansas,  costing 

$270,000;  Clements'  Block  in  the  same  town  and  several 
large  residences.  Mr.  Weeks  is  a  man  thoroughly  experi- 

enced in  his  business  and  thoroughly  reliable.  The  firm 

has  lately  opened  a  shop  in  the  Turn  Verein  Building 

on  Webster  street  near  Seventh,  Oakland. 

'The  inside  finisii  of  the  building  is  of  white  cedar  and  was 

put  up  by  the  above  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  way  in  which 

it  was  worked  by  Burnham,  Standeford  &  Co.,  the  old  estab- 

lished firm  of  millmen,  running  the  Pioneer  Oakland  Plan- 

ing Mills,  situated  on  First,  Second  and  Washington  streets, 

Oakland.  The  finish  was  thoroughly"  seasoned  in  their 
Patent  Lumber  Dryer — which  is  built  on  the  latest  improved 

method.  The  heat  is  introduced  by  pipes  under  the  open 

floor,  the  hot  air  is  circulated  and  regulated  by  an  arrange- 

ment of  flues  and  dampers— the  moisture  as  it  is  driven 

out  of  the  lumber  is  condensed  on  brass  plates  which  form 

the  outside  enclosure  of  the  dry  houses.  The  drops  of 

water  descend  and  are  caught  in  a  gutter  and  carried  to  out- 

side of  building.  In  seven  days  the  stock  is  thoroughly 

dry  and  by  this  system  of  drying  the  sap  is  solidified  so  that 

no  shrinking  nor  swelling  is  possible  and  is  the  only  prc^- 

cess  that  successfully  kiln  drys  redwood,  without  checking, 

crystallizing  or  case  harding.  The  capacity  of  the  dry 

house  is  15,000  feet  and  it  cost  $1500  to  put  np.  It  has 

now  been  in  use  nine  months  and  it  is  found  to  work  most 

successfully  both  for  hard  and  soft  wood. 

Over  the  kiln  is  placed  the  veneering  room,  kept  at  a 

proper  temperature  where  all  the  gluing  and  veneering  is 

done.     It   is  fitted  up  with  presses  for  gluing  veneer  and 

everything  complete,  so  that  this  firm  is  able  witbB^Mis- 
pute  to  get  out  work  equal  to  any  of  the  Eastern  hoj/ses  both 
in  dryness  and  finish. 

The  Lumber  was  supplied  by  the  Puget  Sound  Lumber 
Company  whose  extensive  yards  and  wharf  are  situated  at 

the  foot  of  Washington  street,- Oakland,  whefe"  there  can 
always  be  found  a  large  assortment  of  well  seasoned  lumber 
sClch  as  went  into  the  School  House. 

The  stone  work,  of  which  there  is  quite  an  amount  in  the 
shape  of  cornices,  copings,  columns  and  arches,  trimmings 

and  quoins  wa^  executed  by  James  Rea.^,  All  but  the  columns 
is  finished  in  "rock  face"  and  all  is  carried  oi;t  in  such  a 
manner  that  any  laudation  seems  superog^tory.  The 

Romanesque  ornament  of  the  freezes  of  the  cornices,  the 

capitals  and  other  carved  work  are  executed  in  the  best  man- 
ner of  that  art,  and  leave  very  little  to  be  desired.  Mr. 

Rea  also  carried  out  the  stone  work  of  the  Oakland  Gas 

Company's  GfiBce  Building  and  the  Native  Son's  Hall,  Del- 
monico's  and  interior  of  Church  of  the  Advent,  etc.,  in  San 
Francisco.  The  firm  is  now  incorporated  under  the  name 

OS  the  Rae  Building  and  Contracting  Co.,  Jas.  Rae,  Presi- 

dent; stone  yard  Seventh  and  Townsend  St,  San  Francisco. 

^  The  painting  and  polishing  is  carried  out  by  Messrs. 

Doody  &  Hoolev.  "Good  wine  needs  no  bush,"  and  this  old 
established  firmlneeds  no  puff.  All  the  interior  cedar  finish 
was  done  in  natural  finish,  and  Doody  &  Hooley  by  using 

the  best  materials  and  good  workmen  have  made  a  thorough 

success  of  its  appearance,  and  the  owners  have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  that  a  good  job  of  mill  work  was  not  spoilt 

by  a  poor  job  of  polishing,  and  the  painters  have  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  this  job  is  not  hurting  the  reputa- 

tion which  they  have  maintained  in  Oakland  and  vicinity 

e\'^r  since  1865.  *'lt^^may  be  mentioned  en  passant  that  Miles 

Doody.  the  senior  partner,  gave  evidence  while  he  held  the 

position  of  Assistant  Engineer/of  the  Fire  Department  that 

he  made  as  good  a  fireman  as  he  did  a  painter  and  we  pre- 
sume that  is  the  way  with  him  whatever  he  takes  hold  of. 

The  firm  has  done  so  much  good  and  well  known  work  scat- 

tered around  Oakland  and  its  vicinity,  that  if  would  be  use- 

less to  attempt  to  particularize  so  we  will  not  attempt  to 

enumerate. 

The  building  is  completely  equip^^  with  electric  bells, 

speaking  tubes,  etc.  Every  class  robm^  connected  by 

these  means  with  the  principal's  room.  xAjJ  this  work  has 
been  thoroughly  installed  by  J.  A.  McCarl  &  Co.  of  365 

Twelfth  street,  Oakland — whose  reputation  is  such  that  he 

controls  a  large  electrical  business  as  w^ell  as  a  very  success- 
ful business  in  steam  and  hot  water  heating,  galvinized  iron 

work,  tin  yyork,  locksmithing  and  cognate  branches.  This 
firm  installed  the  most  complete  return  call  system  on  the 

Coast  in  the  Redwood  City  School  House  and  intalled  elec- 

tric systems  in  Judge  Lair  Hill's  residence  at  Berkeley,  Geo. 
Garrett's  on  Oakland  Heights  and  other  large  residences. 

The  Plaster  Decoration  was  ably  carried  out  by  Jno* 

Couley  of  362  Ninth  street,  Oakland,  who  has  now  taken  the 

front  raiik  in  Oakland  for  that  kind  of  work,  as  witness  the 

Diploma  he  has  just  received  from  the  Oakland  Midwinter 

Exposition  of  1895,  for  the  best  exhibit  of  Plaster  Decora- tion.    The  elaborate  outside  decoration  in  plaster  of  the 
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Porter  School  House  in  Alameda,  consisting  of  panels, 

medallions  and  figure  decoration  is  a  monument  to  Mr. 

Conley's  abiRty  in  that  line,  the  style  showing  that  he  only 

employs  the  best  artists  and  modellers.  He  is  now  supply^ 

ing  tne  Ueed  Building  o»  Qlay/between  Eleventh  and  Tenth 

With  ornamefital  plaster  wolJcyan^ill^  also  a  large  clientage 
in  San  Francisco. 

The  gutters  of  the  roof  are  all  of  copper  which  was  laid 

in  his  usual  thorough  manner  by  Philip  Hamnfond  whose 

shop  is  at  318  Larkin  street,  San  Francisco,  to  which  lately 

hfe  has  made  considerable  addition  to  accomodate  his  increas- 

ing business  and  the  Oakland  Metal  Works,  which  he  has 

now  combined  with  his  city  shop.  The  galvanized  iron 

balcony  on  the  front  of  the  building  used  to  obtain  access 

~  to  the  flag  pole— and  its  ornamental  balustrade  was 
carried  out  artistically  Viid  adds  to  emphasize  the  central 

feature  of  the  front  facade  of  the  building.  Mr.  Hammond 

is  now  enplo)  ed  ati  the  copper  and  lead  work  for  the  large 

residence  for  Mr.  Spreckles  on  Van  Ness  Ave.,  and  has  cofn- 

pleted  satisfactorily  the  work  on  the  two  Spreckels'  Buildings 
^on  Market  .street,  vSan  Francisco.  -  ,^.. 

The  plumbing  work  is  all  first-class,  exposed  work  and 

togetlier  with  the  complete  and  extensive  system-  of  sewerage 

was  done  by  the  old  established  firm  of  Dalziel  &  Moller,  a 

firm  which  has  grown  up  with  the  town.     Their  work  was 

^yntirely  satisfactory,  as  much  so  as^in  the  New  City  Hall  of 

TAlame'da,  another  public  building  upon  which  they  have 
-lately  Been  etigaged.     Dalziel  &  Moller  have  a   large  estab- 

^ishment~in  San    Francisco  which  they  confine  entirely(to 
wholesale  plumbing  goods  and  where  they  succeed  in  keep- 

ing the   confidence  of  the  plumbers  and   gasfitters   of  the 

vState  and  keep  a  full  stock  of  goods  requisite  for  their  busi- 

  ness:     The  Oakland  shop  is  at  the  corner  of  Thirteenth  and 

Broadway,  and  the  San  Francisco  one\t  554  Mission 

street.  
"" 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  system  of  warm- 

ing and  ventilating,  the  crowing  featur^f  which  is  to/ur- 
nish  a  continuous  supply  of  fresh  air.  Tjie  system  in  this 

building  has  been  installed  in  a  systematic  and  compact  way 

and  without  making  projections  or  angles  in  class  rooms. 

The  minimum  capacity  of  the  plan,  as  shown  by  a  test, 

makes  a  complete  change  of  air  in  the  rooms  from  four  to 

five  times  an  hour,  while  the  maximum  capacity,  as  shown 

by  air  meter,  was  over  2,000  feet  of  air  supply  per  minute, 

"^or  an  equivalent  to  over  ei^ht  changes  of  air  in  room  per 

hour  Tests  as  to  the  uniformity  of  the  heat,  the  ease  of 

management  and  economy  in  fuel  has  exceeded  the  Guaran- 

tee of  the  company,  making  a  most  successful  and  economi- 

cal combination.  The  sanitary  closet  ̂ j'sfem  in  the  base- 

—  ment  of  the  building  is  a  valuable  feature,  both  from  its 

freedom  from  disagreeable  odors  and  its  automajiropera- 

tions.  As  a  result  of  the  successful  working  of  this^stem, 

"  the  company  are  now  executing  contracts  from  Pasadena, 

California,  to  Portland,  Oregon.  The  following  partial  list 

of  buildings  show  where  the  heating  and  ventilating  or  sani- 

tary flushing  closets  have  been  introduced  within  the  last 

year  or  is  now  being  introduced: 
San  Francisco,  Cal.— Haight  Street  School,  Richmond 

School,  Sutro  School,  Douglass  School;  Pasadei^a,  Cal.; 

Watsonville,  Cal.;  Redwood  City,  Cal.;  Alameda,  Cal.; 

Redding,  Cal.;  Medford,   Ore.;  Mafsh'field,  Ore.;  Portland, 

\ 

"LITTLE   JIM"   WING    OF   CHILDRENS'    HOSPITAL 

nrHK  funds  for  building  the  "Little  Jim"  wing  of  the 

1  Childrens'  Hospital  were  collected  during  Christmas 

week  1894.  The  school  children  throughout  thp  State  with 
their  entertainments  and  contributions  and  a  (Mmmittee  of 

ladies  who  published  the  Christmas  Examiner  were  the 
chief  agents  in  getting  the  necessary  money.  Th^  p^perjsl^^ 
sales  and  advertisements  cleared  nearly  $13,000,  and  the 

sums  brought  in  from  other  sources  netted  an  equal  amount. 

The  money  was  banked  by  The  Examiner  and  a  check  for  the 

total  was  made  payable  to  the  order  of  the  Lady  Managers 

of  the  Childrens'  Hospital  and  Training  School  for  nurses. 

As  soon  as  practicable  thereafter  designs  for  the  new  build- 

ing were  drawn  by  architect  Schweinfurth  who  made  a  care- 

ful study  of  all  the  plans  of  the  latest  hospitals  in  Europe  ' 
and  America.  Then  he  endeavored  to  embody  all  their  best 

points  in  the  plans  of  the  "Little  Jim  ward,  rt^tfas  all  the 
latest  appliances  and  conveniences  in  a  hospital  way. 

December  twenty-first  last  the  building  was  dedicated 

with  appropriated  ceremonies  and  formally  turned  over_to 

the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Childrens'  Hospital. 
Thos.  Butler  did  all  the  work  on  the  building,  outside  of 

the  plumbing.  Mr.  Butler  has  been  identified  in  his  long 
career  with  a  large  number  of  the  most  important  buildings 
in  San  Francisco  and  is  at  present  enployed  on  the  Grose 
Building  on  Mission  near  Main  streets  and  the  Annex  to  the 

Park  Museum. 
The  plumbing  which  of  necessity  was  required  to  be  of 

the  best  was  done  byJW  F.  Wilson  of  104  Stockton  street, 
San  Francisco.  It  is  all  open  work;  the  bath  tubs  are 

Mott's  movable,  porcelain,  rolled  rims  and  are  mounted  on 
iron  rollers  with  rubbeftires  so  that  they  c^n  be  rolled  along- 

side the  bed  of  the  little  suffere'r/mid  used  there.  In  the 
floorofthei  lavatory ,.^^which  is  all  of  marble  including  parti- 
ions^  is  a /cesspool  cbtuiected  witm  a  waste  for  the  purpose  _ 

of  eiuptytng  the  tubs.  The  heating  is  done  by  one  of  Mott's 
Hot  Water  Heaters.  Mr.  Wilson  H^  in  charge  the  plumb- 

[ng  for  the  Cla^^preckels'  residence 

RESIDENCE    FOR    EDWARD    COLEMAN,  ESQ. 
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TIFHBvfine  resldeiiceon  thecornerof  California  and  Franklin 

JL  streets^sja^y  completed,  is  a  frame  building  with  a 
concrete  basement  in  the  Colonial  style,  and  cost  about 

$30,000 — W.  H:  Lillie  is  the  architect. 
In  the  basement,  which  has  a  cement  floor  all  over,  are 

the  heating  rooms,  fuel  rooms  and  other  rooms  which 

usually  go  in  a  basement.  The  first  floor  contains  a  study, 

parlor,  sitting  and  dining  rooms  and  kitchen  and  appur- 
tenances with  spacjous  halls.  The  second  floor  contains 

five  bed  rooms  with  private  baths  and  the  attic  five  bed 
rooms. 

The  first  floor  is  finished  in  oak  and  mahogany  except 

the  parlor  which  is  in  cream  and  gold.  The  entrance  vesti- 
bule and  doors  are  of  oak — and  there  is  a  fine  flight  of  mar- 

ble steps  leading  to  the  same.  The  cove  of  the  parlor  is  in 
ornamental  plaster  work  and  hall  and  dining  room  have 
oak  beatn  ceilings. 

The  general  contract  was  executed  by  Messrs.  Farrell  & 

Bell,  one  of  the  oldest  firms  of  builders  in  the  State,  having 

been  established  in  1853,  ̂ ^^^  ever  since  keeping  up  an  un- 
surpassed record  for  good  and  honest  work.  They  are 

equally  at  home  on  solid  brick  buildings  and  on  fine  resi- 
dences. Of  the  first  class  they  can  point  to  the  Odd  Fellows 

Hall  Building,  Heller  Building  on    Sansome   street,   etc., 
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and  of  the  latter  to  the  residence  of  Wm.  H.  Howard  at  San 
Mateo  and  the  residences  of  the  Schwabacker  Bros.,  Henry 

E.  Bothin,  A.  P,  Hotaling,  J.  C.  Coleman  and  others  of 

San  Francisco,  and  this  building,  their  latest,  shows  equally 

bestowed  upon  it  the  same  care  and  knowledge  di.splayed 
in  their  former  achievements. 

L.  B.  Sibley  did  the  grading  of  the  lot  of  which  there  was 

considerable,  costing  over  $800,  and  there  is  nothing  in  his 

line  of  business  that  he  is  not  prepared  to  do  from  large  to 

small  and  in  a  workmanlike  manner.  He  is  one  of  the 

directors  of  the  Builders'  Exchange. 

All  the  concrete  work  including  the   concrete  basement 

walls  which  are  lined  and  molded  in  imitation  of  rock  face 

stone,  was   dpne  by  Mr.  Goodman  of  Nevada  Block,_  the„ 

character  of  whose  work  is  too  well  known  to  need  any laudatioii. 

The  painting  and  polishing  was  done  by  J.  P.  Fraser  who 
is  celebrated  for  fine  work  in  his  line.  The  work  here  is 

done  in  his  usual  first  class  manner— the  oak  and  mahogany 

work  being  so  finished  and  polished  that  not  only  is  the  ap- 

pearance ^uOd  but  its  lasting  capabilities  i-s  without  ques- 

tion. Mr.  Fraser  having  done  the  ̂ work:  on-  most  of  the 

large  residences  and  buildings  in  San  Francisco  it  is  useless 

to  try  to  enumerate  them,  but  they  are  all  lasting  records 

of  his  skill  in  his  art. 

The  electric  work,  consisting  of  a  complete  system  of 

incandescent  lighting,  electric  gas_  lighting  and  electric 

bells  was  installed  by  the  Will  &  Finck  Co.,  the  well-known 

firm  of-electrical  contractors.  One  of  the  principal  features 

of  the  instaUation  is  the  use  of  the  Sechrist  Automatic 

Switch  whereby  the  Incandescent  lights  are  operated  from 

a  nickel  plated  press  key  of  the  same  kind  and  style  as  for 

electric  gas  lighting.  Another  feature  is  a  double  system 
of  annunciators  whereby  a  call  from  any  part  of  the  house 

is  indicated  simultaneously  in  the  kitchen  and  in  the  ser- 
vants' quarters  in  attic.  The  neat  and  workmanlike  manner 

in  which  the  contract  has  been  carried  out  reflects  great 
credit  on  the  Will  &  Fink  Co.  We  may  mention  that 

they  are  now  installing  the  extensive  electric  work  of  the 
new  Safe  Deposit  Building. 

The  plumbing  of  the  house  is  one  of  the  most  complete 

and  modern;  all  the  bath  tubs  are  Mott's  Porcelain  Rolled 
Rim  Tubs,  and  are  supplied  with  instantaneous  water  lieat- 
'er4 — ^all  the  washstands  and  baths  have  shampoo  attach- 
mcnts  and  so  on  throughout  the  whole  job.  The  work  was 
done  in  satisfactory  style  by  Harry  Williamson  of  413 

Sutter  street. 
Thelleattng^appafatlls  w^slrisfaltedby  W.  W.  Montague 

&  Co.,  and  their  "Commander"  Heater  used.  It  is  need- 
less to  say  that  their  name  is  sufficient  guarantee  of  the 

capacity  and  long  liv^yhood  oftheir  heating  arrangements. 
They  also  supplied  some  gf  the  artistic  mantels  in  the  house 
and  in  this  regard  it  maybe  said  that- it  is  questionable 
wlkether  the  stock  of  fine  mantels  on  exhibition  at  their 

show  rooms,  309-317  Market  street  can  be  equalled  on  the 

Coast. 
The  three  large  stained  glass  windows  lighting  the  stair- 

case were  designed  and  manufactured  by  Hausmanii  Bros. 

Tljiey  cover  a  surface  of  seventy  square  feet  and  are  designed 
in  the  modern  Rococo  style  now  so  much  in  vogue  in  the 

Enst,  replete  with  tender  tints  and  delicate  effects — the 
ornamental  part  entirely  in  cut  glass.  The  centre  panel  is 

a  floral  piece  with  a  bulrush  motif,  richly  shaded. 

Mr.  S.  Kellett  of  28  Ellis  street  carried  out  the  Plaster 

Decoration. ^ 

BUSINESS     WOSAICS. -j<r-.^« 

The   Selby  Smelting  and    Lead    Coiiii»any    has 

furnished  to  R.  A.  Vance,  for  use  in  the  Parrott  Building,  a 

large  number  of  three  inch  and  four  inch  lead  traps  and 

bends  in  regular  and  heavy  weights,  these  goods  are  drawn 

on  a  new  hydraulic  press,  lately  imported  and  in  use  in 

their  works  at  First  and  Howard  streets,  and  are  much 

superior  to  those  irhich  are  cast  from>iron  or  brass  as  the 

_Jead  is  compressed  so/id  and  is  perfectly  smooth  while  brass 

and  iron  may  have  pin  or  blow  holes  and  the  inner  surface 

of  the  brass  or  iron  when  cast  is  rough  and  catches  and  re- 

tains the  filth,  whereftSy  the  lead  being  smooth  as  a  mirror, 

flushes  out  and  makes  a  sanitary  fixture;  special  lengths 

and  extra  weights  drawn  to  order. 

A  Steiger  Sons— Architectural  Terra  Cotta  .can  be 
ordered  from  their  San  Jose  office  as  well  as  from  the  main 
office  in  San  Francisco,  206  Market  street.  Remember  that 
as  well  as  Architectural  work,  this  firm  can  supply  anything 

in  the  way  of  stone-ware,  such  as  flower  pots,  sewer  pipes, 

and  an  endless  varity  of  goods  in  this  line. 

The  San  Francisco  Lumber  Co.,  wholesale  and  re- 

tail; principal  office  foot  of  Third  Street,  uptown  office  405 

Montgomery  street  corner  of  California.  Mr.  J.  Nt^  Curtis, 
manager.  This  firm  is  almost  sure  to  be  able  to  ̂ pply 

anything  in  the  way  of  lumber  that  you  may  require. 

JoNi  i>li  liiulde  commenced  'g6  with  an  original  Calen- 
dar in  which  a  beautiful  female  about  to  strip  for  the 

bath  is  placed  in  juxtaposition  withTiis  latest  No.  i  Cyclone 

Water  Closet— hyperbolically  indicating  thereby  that  that 

sanitary  appliance  keeps  as  sweet  a^d  clean  as  its  neighbor 

aforesaid.  Anyone  that  can  conceive  such  beautiful  re- 

lations deserves  recognition  on  all  sides.  Another  calendar 

from  the  same  firm  represents  an  innocent  child  wraped  up 

in  her  bathing  robe  just  coming  from  the  bath.  We  suppose 

Epical  of  the  innocency  of  any  obnoxious  gases  of  the  ad-^ 

jacent  Jos.  Budde's  No.  i  Cyclone.  ' 

Facts  about  anything  are  what  we  all  want — but  facts 

about  paints,  are  of  interest  not  only  to  the  householder  but 

to  the  contractors  and  builders  in  general. 
Don't  forget  that  by  applying  to  W.  P.  Fuller  &  Co.,  you 

can  receive  facts  about  paint,  but  a  guarantee  of  absolutely 

pure  and  satisfactory  paint.  See  their  advertisement  on 

the  last  page  of  this  Journal. 

Those   in   want  of  the  best  window  cord  should  order 

Samson  Spot  Cord,  if  you  are  in  doubt,  order  sample  from^ 
Samson  Cordage  Work,  115  Congress  street,  Boston,  Mass. 

-"^-^ 

U^ 
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ker  noiir  iSipr..    Two-story  and  ''.r^'^^'nt;  owner   B/(^rlffln:ftrc^^^ 

Kn.luw;  conliartors,  Williams  A   Kosler:  sifued,  Dei".  20;  niod,  Dec.  
21,  cost 

Rnk 
K 

J  IKK) 

Hrnni.uiuin.l  I.unHon.    Two-slory  frame:  owner,  Hi   P     Merlilion;  contrftct
or. 

Wt\V.  Ri'dnail;  Klgned,  Dec.  1»;  tiled,  Dec.  1»;  cost  $4-lb5. 

-ii^'-- 

Miirkot  near.'jth.    Fixtures,  etc.;  owner,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Parrott;  architects,  Pissis 
&  Moore;  contractor,  S.  F.  Furniture  Mnfg  Co.;  signed,  Dec.  11;  filed,  Dec.  17; 

^__  jcost  8(J07(J. Market  near  5th.    Hardware,  doors,  etc.;  owner,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Parrott;  architects, 
Pissls  &  Moore;  contractor,  F.  W.  Kern;  signed,  Dec.  12;  filed,  Dec.  17;  cost 

r_1t,45l). 

      HrvMMt   attd  ftUt.    Two-story  briek.  mason  work;  ownens  Wain  A  WlnchePlcr; 

...  an-liitr.-l.  Ileiirv    (icllfuss;   t-ontraclorsjMillcr  *  i:tck;  .signed,  Dec.  JO;  filed, 

'        -    ,J)t«jiy;  coat  JoU49.  -    -     ;/-  -     ̂ 

Market  near  ."itli.  Fire  hose,  etc.;  owner,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Parrott;  architects.  Pissls 
<&  Moore;  contractor,  Nflw  Yorlc  P"ltt"g  and  Packing  Oo.; signed,  Dec.  19; 

filed.  Dec.  20;  cost  $1927.    —  .     ■   ^   ^   — 

llrvant  and  .'^Ih.    TwolSlory  »)riek,  rarpoi>teFWork;  owners  Main  A  Winchester; 

"ar.-hil.-.t.  H.  (ieiifussj  contraclor,  C.  Heliutt;  ,«lgned,  Dec.  ̂ 0;  filed,  Dec.  23; 
cost  $187r). 

ttrvant  and  .5th.    Two-si<,iv  l.i  i<k^  grading.  Vtr.;  ..wnrrs,  Main  A  Winehester; 

'aruliit.rt.  11.  Crilluss;  cvwtmetor,  I.  M.  Zinimerniann;  signed,  Dec.  .0;  filed, 

Dec.  S-V,  cost  «l!t2.'>. 

IJroadwav   near  Steiner.    Alterations   and   addition.s  owner,  W.    V.  ̂ Jlerrtn; 
:!=:.       nnliitect..!.   K.   Krafil;  cojitractor,  R.  Carrie;  iiijjned^  Dec  18;  filed,  Dec,  23; 

.  eost  ii-:::w. 

jjusli   n.ar  Scott.    Two-story     frame;    owner,   Philip  Thorn;   •j-cliifect.  H.    D. 

Mit«-jK'll;  contractor,  Ktl.' (iinlcy;  signed,  Jan.  (i;  tiled,  Jan.  7;  («>st  80215. 

Market  an^^hlrd.  Sustaining  division  wall;  owner,  Claus  Spreckles;  contrac- tor, J.  Sl  .Stratton;  cost  |1000, 

Masoni*'  Ave.  near  Waller.  Two-story  frame:  owner,  Annie  Q.  Coffey;  archl- * 
tects.  Martens  A  Cofifey;  contractor,  W.  A.  Miller;  signed,  Jan.  U;  filed,  J«D.-^ 
ll;coHt  J3^00. 

Xo«'  and  Henry.  Additions;  owner,  Mrs.  L.  Boger;  architect,  W.  H.  Armitage; 
contraclor,  L.  B.  Schmld^  signed,  Dec.  10;  filed,  Dec.  18;  cost  12500. 

Oak  and  Baker.  Ojirpenter  work  on  two-story  brick  and  stone;  owner,  Howard 
Presbyterian  Chapel  Society;  architects,  Percys  &  Hamilton;  contractor,  E. 

L.  Brooks;  signed,  Jan.  3;  filed,  Jan.  4;  cost :        ' 

c:=4Ma^>^-  .»<>i«t^ -K-^wtrny.    Altenttiona  juid  additions;  owner.  Kstate  of  Wm.  Shlels; 

archilect,  A.  J.  Burnett;  contraclor,  Wm.  rifTK'  Tost?:?t)85. 

Culiloriiin  iwar  Lnurcl.    Two-story  frame:  owner.  0.""V7l)ankls;  contractor, —     A.  I'ahlherg;  signed,  I)ec.27;  filed,  Dec.  27;coHt  $2515. 

Oak  and  Baker.    Concrete,  brick  andd  stone  worn,  etc.;  owner,  Howard  Presby- 

terian rliiUJ<?lJ^o<!it"ty;_architects,  Percy  &  Han»ilto;.,  eontractors,  OllnTore-^^^ 

A  McNiiich;  signe j;  Dec.  31;  Bled,  Jan.  4;  co/St$4820.  -=      1 

Clemcnt    near  r.th    Ave.     Irame  dwelling;  owner,  J.  King;  tontrnctor,  A.  Jack- 
son; cost  $2rj()0. 

Charles  and  KreiKli.    Stct;lbrJilge;  owners.  City  of  fc-on  Franeitco  pi.d  C.  P.  H.  K. 

contractors,  H»al«y,TlblKtls  A  Co.;  cosl$5i00.   . 

CllMHonKe      Additions  to  sheds;  owner,  Adolph  Sutn.<:  architect.  J.  C.  CoUey. 
conti*actors,  Cuuipbell  A  Petlus;  signed,  Jan.  3;  filed,  Jan.,jl;  cost  f31.)0. 

Oak  and  Lyon.    Repairs  to  partly  burnt  building;  owner,  Eugene  C.  Owiesper 
Columbus  8.  A  L.  S(M'lety;  contractor,  (i.  Massolettl  4  Son;  signed,  Dec.  13^ 

^.— filed,  Dec.  14;  cost|i#fi6,  .  , 

PlielHii  Building.    Alterations  to  front  entrance:  architect,  Wm.  Curlett;  cost 

$3000. 

\.. 

-I>  »lor*«  fH»Hf-lftth.    TwJVKtory  frame:  owner,   !• .    B.  llulting;  architects.  Mar- 
tens A  ("oftey;  contractors,  Kelt  A   Ahlgren;  signed,  Dec.  23;  filed,  Dec.  28; 

,  COSLS2870.  _  . 

"FeiTnear^^TrnuryT  Two-story  and  bnsemont;  owner,  .Tnhn  il.  prising:  nrclrl- tects.  Martens  A  Coffey;  contractor,  C.  Schutt;  signed,.Dec.  2(1;  tiled,  Dec.  20; 

cost  $.VJ.jO.    -     ~ — 

Fell   near  Ashburv.    Two-story   frame;  owner,  Henry    Bohls;  architects.    Mar- 

tens A  Colleyicuutractor,  C.  Schult;  signed,  Dee.  20;  filed,  Dct".  20;  cost  $51)50; 

Francis  near  tMl-ssion.     Cottage;    owner.    Bertha  Wolch;  contractor,    James 

McConchey;  signed,  Jan.  3;  filed,  Jan.  4;  cost  $1150. 

Fourth  near  Clement.    Cottage;  owner,  J.  C.  Coggln;  contractor,  E.    Glnley; 

cost  $'2500. 

Fulton  near  I )evlKadero.    To  J»uild;  owner.  Mrs.  Pauline  Casner;  architect.  W. 
Koenig;  contractor,  W.  H.  KInread;  8ignedjJ)ec.  17;  filed,  Dec.  18;  c^st  $3050. 

Post  near  I>arkin.  One  three-story  frame  eight  flats  and  two  two-story  frames 
six  fiats;  owners,  (i.  Berson  A  A.  Cailleau;  architects,  W.  M^iser  A  Son; 
contractor,  J.  F.  Logan;  signed,  Dec.  27;  filed,  Dec.  31;  cost  $23,759. 

Post  near  I>nrkln.  Plumbing  and  gas  fixtures;  owners.  O.  Berson  A  Armand, 
Cailleau;  architects,  W,  Mooser  A  Hon;  contractor,  H.  Rice;  signed,  Dec.  27: 
filed,  Dec.  31;  cost  $2905.    Painting  and  varnishing;  w.  Barton;  c^fct  fi??^,    - 

I'towpll  and  Market.    Marble  wainscoting;  owner,  E.  J.   Baldwin;   architects,   Percy  A  Hamilton:  contractor,  Vermont  Marble  Co.;  signed,  Jan.  3;  filed, 
Jan.  7;  cost  about  $2400. 

Sacra  men  to  near  Webster.  PalntWig  and  graining;  owner,  Jacob  Rosenberg; 
aiebitect,  C.  C.  McDougall;  comractor,  D.  Zellnsky;  signed,  Jan.  3:  filed 
Jan.  3;  cost  $1300.  7 

Second  Ave.  near  California.    One-story  frame;  owner,  Julius  8.  Morris;  archl*^^ 
tects,  Hatherton  A  Ross;  contractor,  John  Sanders  <&  Jas.  Button:  signed.- 

Jan.  9;  filed,  Jan.  10;  cost  $2200.  r  ^     ̂ — 

J — ^.     --       Ooldoii  iintv  Ave.und  Picn-e.  Alterationsandaddltions:owner,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
.1.  Huiine;  arcliitect.  C.  .1.  1.  Devlin;  contractor,  Ralph  Carey;  signed,  Dec. 

>  12;  tiled,  Dec.  17;  cost  $192."). 

~7T           Golden  Gate  Park.    Annex  to  Museum;  owriers.  Park  CommlsRloners;  architect. K.  R.Swain;  mason  work,T.  Butler;  $0000;  iron  work,  Pacific  Rolling  Mills, 

'  'X       "    — -      $1927.  .    ■_    -  •           ^ —   ii.^ 

UampNtiiro  near  22d.    Cottage;  owner,  H.  Fclge^  cost  $1,500. 

Sixth   near  Brannan.   Two-story  frame;  owners, i^cott  A  McCord;  contractor 
W.  P.  Smith;  cost  $2000. 

Sacramento  near  Geary.    Additions  and  alterations;  owner.  Estate  of  Wra. 
fShiels;  architect,  A.  J  Barnett;  contractor,  C.  W.  Little;  cost  $3500. 

.     •']       - 
Tront  Ave.  near  22d,    One-story  frame:  owner,  R. -D.  Cowan;  architect,  H.  D, 

Mitchell;  contractor,  A.  Liujd;  signed,  Dec.  19;  filed,  Dec.  19;  cost  $1800. 

Twenty-second  and  Hampshire.      One-story    framfc;     owners,  Pat,   A.    Nora 
Hegarltv;  architects,  Town!»end  A  Wynekin;  contractor,  J  no.  Quinn;  signed 

Jan.  10;  filed,  Jan.  11;  cost  $1040. 

llurdy  near  16th.    Addllloi^s  andalterations;  contractor,  Mr.  Hayes;  cost  $1000. .">»-  > ,'  — 
<r 

,  -r- •^■»». 

Hyde  near  Eddy.    Three-story  frame;  owner.  Fannie  CMien:  architect,  A.  .). 

'  Barnett;  coiUiActor,  Joseph  Kemp;  signed,  Dec.  14;  filed,  Dec.  14;  cost  $5645. 

Hyde  near  Eddy.    Three-story   frame;  owner,  Fannie  Cohen;  arcljitect,  A.  J. 
■     Barnett;  contractor,  Jos.  Kemp;  signed,  Dec.  14;  filed,  Dec.  14;  cost  $5045. 

Jackfloii  and  Larkin.    Three-story  a^d  basement;  owner.  Mary  M.   Gagan; 
.^urci»i tects.  Shea  A  Shea;  contracbor,  John  J.  O'Brien;  signed,  Dec.  12;  file*, 

Dec.  14;  cost  $6817. 

Kearny  and  Post.    Alterations;  owner,  Weil  &  Co.;  cost$2.5C0. 

.  -Eiake  Merced.  Construction  of  a  shaft;  owner.  Spring  \  alley  Water  Works; 

"'  architect,  F.  A.  Schussler;  contractor,  A.  E.  Buckman- signed,  Jan.  7;  filed, 
TT-  -  Jan.  il;  bond  $.500. 

Lott  near  Height.    To  bifiTd*  own^rT^Margeretttr^  Wiggr;  archttect7-Wi-& 
=r— T^Xilllle;  contrael/or,  Jas.  HcLeah;  signed,  Jan.  14;  filed,  Jan.  15;  <SQSt$3374. 

Valencia  near  19th.    Two-story  frame;  owner  and  builder,  P.  Crlchton;  archi- 
tect, Clinton  Day;  days  work;  cost  $16,000. — •.  •^ 

>  alencla  and  16th.    Alterations;  owner,  W.  Ede;  cost  $1500. 

Van  Ness  Ave.  Washington.    Two-story  frame;  owner,  O.  H.  Green wald;  archi- 
tect, A.  Pagf  Brown;  Supt.  Mahoney  Bros.;  days  work;  cost  $30,000. 

Van  Ness  Ave.  pear  Clay.    Plumbing;  owner,  O.  H.  Greenwald;  architect,  A. 
Page  Brown;  contractor,  R.  Rice;  signed,  Dec.  3;  filed,  Jan.  2;  cost  $2385. 

WebHtor  near  Broadway.    Two^story  attic,  and  basement  brick  and  stone 
—    residence;  owner,  Wm.  B.  Brown;  architect,  Polk  &  Polk;  contraotor,  Wm. 

Bell;  signed,  Jan.  2;  filed,  Jan.  14;  cost  $16,950. 

T'
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F  our  Supervisors  do  not  change  their  minds 
there  is  danger  of  another  of  our  City 

Buildings  being  botched  for  lack  of  fore- 
sight. With  the  present  buildings  left 

standing  on  the. site  the  Criminal  Building 

on  Portsmouth  Plaza  can  never  be  a  con- 
venient, symetrical  or  complete  building. 

It's  like  "making  a  purse  out  of  a  pig's  ear"  and  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  erection  of  an  appropriate  Municipal  Building 

will  be  lost.  Those  opportunities  do  not  come  tod  often  and 
when  they  do  come  those  that  happen  to  be  titS^S^  at  the 
time  don't  seen  able  to  grasp  the  situation. 

q33ixnawswsw?: 

INCH  there  has  been  architecture  there 

have  been  competitions  for  architectural 
work — and  notwithstanding  all  their 

evils  they  are  still  with  us.  Palliatives 

of  those  evils  we  have  some — but  these 

are  ineffectual  without  Legislation  and that  again  niusi  be  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  the  people 

or  it  will  be  ineffective.     Witness  the  present  laws  on  the 

subject  on  our   Statute  Book  which   are  practically   dead 

letters.  — 
In  looking  up  what  is  the  best  modus  operandi  for  a 

competition  for  public  architectural  work  we  have  a  mass 

of  opinions  and  nterature  on  the  subject.  In  conning  over 
all  this  we  find  the  following  principles  unanimously  agreed 

to  as  the  conditions  of  a  professional  competition: 

First — Professional  advice  in  preparing  scheme  of  com- 

petition so  that  it  may  include  all  necessary  and  no  un- 

necessary requirements. 
2d. — Explicit  instructions  as  to  the  number  and  charactar 

of  the  drawings;  ;which  should  be  in  the  nature  of  prelimin- 

ary sketches  only.    " 
3d. — That  an  expert  jury  should  be  appointed  to  assist 

the  Board  in  the  judgment  of  the  relative  merits  of  the 

designs  submitted  and  as  to  their  compliance  with'the  con- 
ditions. ~~ 

4th. — Successful  architects  t6  have  the  work  at  five  per 

cent  commission — and  premiums  distributed  to  the  other 

competitors  in  order  of  merit  to  the  amount  of  at  least  one 

per  cent  of  total  architect's  commission. ^th. — In  large  work  there  ought  to  be  a  preliminary  and 
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final  competition— tHe  competitors  in  the  last  to  be'paid.   ̂  
6th— Sufficient,  time   allowed   for   the  proper  study  and 

preparation  of  the  plans.  *  . 

-=^  The  reasons  of  calling  for  these  conditions  and  other  re- 

marks elucidating  cannot  be  better  given  than  in  the  words 

of  some  of  the  correspondents  mentioned  in  our  last  number, 

ist.— In  regard  to  the  first  and  as  hints  to  a  professional 
advisor  Messrs.  Van  Brunt  &  Howe  say: 

"Many  schemes  are  made  needlessly  difficult  either  by  the 

imposition  of  requirements  which  are  incongruous,  arbitrary 

or  embarrasing,  or  by  the  failure  properly  to  define  require- 

ments which  are  essential.  An  expert  advisor  would  un- 

derstand how  to  discriminate  between  conditions  of  neces- 

sity and  conditions  of  mere  expediency  or  prejudice,  so  that 

the  latter  nTTght  not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  former.  He 

should  so  fraiiie  tlibse  requirements  as  to  give  the  largest 

scc$e  to  the  artistic^  capacity  of  the  competitors  within 

clearly  understood  limXs  and  to  eliminate  all  question  of 

doubt  as  to  the  conditions.  He  should  cause  to  be  pre- 

pared a  careful  topographical  survey  of  the  ground  with  con- 
tours plainly  defined,  with  the  character  of  the  natural 

features,  including  tree  growth,  etc.,  plainly  set  forth  and 

with  photos  of  existing  buildings  and  surrounding  scenery. 

  "Amounts  to  be  ultimately  expended  should  be  considered 
—so  that  the  competitors  should  be  warned  against  injudicious 

economy  on  one  hand  and  injudicious  extravagance  on  the 

other.  ,-c 

"Style  of  the  architecture  should  be  left  to  the  competitors 
subject  to  general  specifications  as  to  the  character  of  building 

materials  available,  and  the  character  of  existing  buildings." 

'   One  of  the. correspondents   remarks '^ with   State   work, 

^  politics  often  enter   and  some    architect   with  a /w// 'gets 
some  work  for  the  "institution"  and  recommends  therefore 
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that  the  stipulations  be  made   severe  enough,  so  that  even 
this  sort  of  man,  may  not  ruin  the  general  effect. 

In  regard  to  the  second  item  they  reniark: 

*^      "The  scheme   should    plainly    define    the   character  and 
number  of  drawings  required,  and  at  least  in  the  prelimin- 

"-^ary  competition,  the  scale  of  these  drawings  should  not  be 
.    so  large  as  to  invite  the  competitors  to  unnecessary  elabora- 

tion of  detail  and  should,  in  number,  be  only  sufficient  to 

define  the  leading  points  of  design."  v  .    s 

f     In  regard  to  the  expert  jityy   mentioned  in  item  three, 
Carrere  &  Hastings  says: 

"The  judgment  of  the  drawings  submitted  should  be  a 
matter  of  considerable  consequence  and  should  be  entrusted 

-to  men  in  sympathy  with  and  capable  of  fully  appreciat- 
ing the  problem. 

"Perhaps  the  most  satisfactory  suggestion  which  occurs  to 
us  at  present  vyould  be  for  the  Board  to  nominate  a  certain 
number  of  lay  judges,  and  for  the  architects  to  nominate  an 
equal  number  of  architects,  say  three  at  the  most,  making 

«ix  in  all — and  to  let  them  judge  the  competition."     '" 

_^    In  the  matter  of  picking  out  five  or  six  architects  to  enter 
•   a  competition  and  paying  them,  recommended  by  some;  such 
"action  in  private  work  would  do  very  well,  but  in  public work  it  would  leave  the  Board  open  to  charges  of  favoritism 
which  it  would  be  desirable  not  to  engender. 

The  reasons  and  advantages  of  a  double  competition  are 
yery  justly  stated  by  the  editors  of  the  American  Architect  in 

the  following  language:  '         --*  -■   

"In  case  of  preliminary  and  final  competition  instructions 

given  should  be  entirely  full   and  precise  in  the  first  com 

petition,  but  the  work  required  of  the  competitors  should 

be  limited  with  great  exactness  to  such  simple  drawings  as 

will  be  merely  sufficient  to  give  to  the  expert  advisor  a  clear 

conception  of  the  real  form  of  the  competitor's  idea.~ "The  advantage  of  making  the  requirements  in  the  first 

competition  simple  is  as  follows: 

"It  does  not  impose  upon  the  competitor  a  really  unneces- 

sary amount  of  work,  and  it  does  not  bring  about  that 

wanton  waste  of  effi)rt,  time  and  money  which  would  be 

occasioned  if  a  more  elaborated  treatment  were  called  for.         ̂  

"In  the  second  place  by  asking  the  competitors  for  a  ' 
simple  treatment,  it  does  not  fix  in  their  minds  in  a  rigid 

and  unchangable  form  the  crude  conceptions  of  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  subject,  so  that  they  are  left  with  a  more  open 

mind  and  free  imagination  when  the  time  comes  to  develop 

their  preliminary  idea  into  the  final  drawing  for  the  second 

competition." To  sum  up:  the  general  conditions  as  stated  here  being 

recognized  amongst  architects  as  just  and  proper,  it  only 
remains  to  reduce  them  to  explicit  and  legal  language,  and 

get  them  passed  into  a  Law.  of  which  the  justice  will  be 

recognized  by  ordinary  cap^ity  and  thus  may  it  become  an 

honorable  custom  amongs^ll^gublicbodiesjo  adhere  to  the 

principles  outlined  above.         -  '  *  ' 

ASHINGTON,  D. C,  Feb.  4.— In  response 
to  a  resolution  introduced  by  Representa- 

tive Loud  and  adopted  by  the  House,  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to-day  sent  to 
Congress  the  following  message:   — ^_,   . 

1 Treasury  Department,  Office  of  ̂      - Secretary. 

Sir:  In  response  to  a  resolution  passed  by  the  House  of 

Representatives  on  the  21st  inst.,  requesting  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  to  inform  the  House  what  progress  has  been 

made  under  the  act  for  the  erection  of  a  postoffice  building 

at  San  Francisco  and  the  reason  for  delay  in  the  prosecution 

and  completion  of  said  building,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
as  follows:  t  , 

Upon  the  passage  of  said  act  of  March  3^  1893,  fixing  the 

limit  of  cost  for  the  new  postoffice,  courthouse,  etc.,  the 

plan«  and  estimates  for~*said  work  were  taken  under  con- sideration by  the  supervising  architect.  On  June  12,  1893, 

however,  the  department  received  a  communication  from 

the  chairman  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 

Grounds  of  the  House  of  Representatives  requesting  that  no 

action  be  taken^in  regard  to  the  erection  of  said  building  on 

the  site  which  had  been  selected  until  the  House. of  Repre- 

sentatives should  have  an  opportunity  to  enter  an  investi- 

gation in  regard  to  the  matter. 
In  deference  to  said  request,  the  department  on  June  23d 

directed  that  action  relative  to  the  preparation  of  plans  and 

estimates  for  the  building  be  suspended  until  further  orders. 
No  further  steps  were  taken  until  October  5,  1893,  when  in 

response  to  a  resolution,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives  all  the  papers 

relating  to  the  selection  and  purchase  of  the  site.  These 

papers  were  retained  by  the  House  of  Representatives  until 

June  9,  1894,  when  they  were  returning  to  the  department. 

-  Early  in  the  Spring  of-i 894  work  on  the  plans  for  said 
building  was  renewed,  sketch  plans  and  estimations  were 

made  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Secre- 

-V 

tary  of  the  Interior  and  Postmaster-General  and  the  prepara- 
tion of  working  drawings  entered  on,  which  drawings  were 

sufficiently  under  way  to  admit  of  the  invitation  for  pro- 

posals for  the  work  of  excavating  for  foundations   when 

Congress,  by  the  act  approved  March  2,  1895,  directed  "that 
before  any  work   is  done  upoji  the  building  or  contract  let 

therefor,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury   shall  cause   to  be 

carefully  examined  the  nature  of  subsoil  and  bed^  of  founda- 
tion of  the  site  purchased  for  such  building  and   whether 

jcbaracter  of  the  same  is  proper  for  building,  and  what  will 

"be  the»cost  of  making  a  foundation   and  whether  the  con- 
struction of  the  building   shall  be  proceeded  with  on  said 

site;  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  upon   request  to  the  Secre- 
'  tary  of  the   Treasury,  shall  detail   two   or   more  engineer 

officers   of  the     army  to   make   such    examination,"    said 
officers  submitted   a  report  on    the  examination   made  by 

them,  setting  forth   the  result  of  borings,  etc.,  furnishing 

drawings  to  show  the  location,  etc.,  of  said  test  pits,  and 

concluding  with  an  opinion   that  the  foundations  should  be 

of  concrete,  and   that  the  proposed  building  can  be  safely 

constructed  on  the  site  selected;  and  further,  that  no  reason 

is  apparent,  froi^an  engineering  point  of  view,  why  erection 

of  building  should  not  be  proceeded  with. 

The  officers  named  estimated  the  total  cost  of  such  founda- 

tion as  they  recommended  to  be  $30,540.  The  prosecution 

of  this  work  thus  interfered  with  its  regular  course  has  pro- 

ceeded as  rapidly  as  the  pressure  of  current  matters  would 

allow.  The  work  on  preparation  of  drawings  has  been  re- 

sumed and  they  will  be  completed  and  contracts  made  as 

soon  as  possible.     Respectfully  yours, 
J.  G.  Carlisle,  Secretary. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representaiives. 

4t-will  be  remembered  that  in  response  to  a  letter  from 

Judge  McKenna  an  inquiry  was  made  of  the  supervising 

architect  concerning  the  plans  of  the  new  building.  This 

letter  was  taken  to  supervising  architect  Aiken  by  Sena- 

tors White  and  Perkins  and  left  with  that  official.  After  a 

long  talk  regarding  the  proposed  buitding  Aiken  promised 

to  reply,  but  after  a  lapse  of  a  time  long  enough  to  have 

completed  the  plans  of  Judge  McKenna's  courtroom  it  w
as 

thought     the     supervising    architect     had    forgotten     his^ 

promise. 
So  Senator  Perkins  wrote  to  him  again,  recalling  the  visit 

and  the  letter  and  stating  that  it  having  been  understo
od 

from  him  that  money  was  necessary  to  complete  plans  he^ 

would  be  pleased  to  be  informed  of  the  amount  needed
  to 

supply  the  extra  help  to  perfect  the  plans.  Still  n
o  answer 

came.  A  messenger  was  sent  to  Aiken  to  get  from  him
 

verbally  the  figures  needed  to  t«nsert  in  the  bill 
 which 

Senator  Perkins  had  prepared,  designed  to  supply  funds
 

which  would  enable  the  Postoffice  plans  to  be  complete  
and 

work  on  the  new  building  to  be  commenced.  
Aiken 

promised  to  reply  by  letter,  but  never  did  so.  Ot
her  efforts 

were  made  to  secure  data  necessary  to  enable  Congress  
to 

take  action,  but  Aiken  did  not  reply.  ;  - 

•  On  January  30th,  another  letter  was  written  by  Se
nator 

Perkins,  in  which  he  called  attention  to  his  former  
communi- 

cation and  to  a  promise  that  a  reply  would  be  given  to  the 

inquiries  of  Judge  McKenna's  letter,  tha^  an  answer  mi
ght 

be  made  to  the  Judge.  It  was  assumed  that  Aiken  w
ould 

not  be  so  discourteous  as  to  refuse  to  reply  to  the  many  in- 

quiries made  and  that  the  letter  had  gone  astray.  This 

-brought  forth   a  reply,  but  not  such  as  was  ex  pec  ted.  i-Il 

Aiken,  in  answer  to  Senator  Perkins'  communication,  in 
which  he  said:  "I  have  to  advise  you  that  the  denrartment 
considers  it  impracticable  to  give  the  informatiom  desired. 
If,  however,  the  committee,  either  in  the  Senate  or  Housf, 

should  ask  for  information  as  to  what  steps  the  departnw»t- — - 
would  advise  to  be  taken  to  facilitate  and  hasten  the  con- 

struction of  public  buildings  such  request  would  le  ccm- 

plied  with." 

Here,  at  least,  was  something  definite.     Aiken,  thicu^h 

Secretary  Carlisle,  refused  to  give  the  smount  which  Aiktn 

(as  archite^tt)  said  was  necessary  to  complete  the  posuffice 
plans  so  work   might  be  commenced.     But  still  there  was     ^ 

no  reply  from  the  recalcitrant  architect.  , 
At  last  it  was  determined  to  take  another  course  of  action, 

and  a  messenger  was  sent  to  the  architect's  cffiCe  to  recover    . 
the  letter  of  Judge   McK^nna,  which  had  been  ignored  as 

completely  as  had  the  personal  requests  and  ccmmunicaticns 
of  the  California  Senators.     He  was  instructed  to  remain  in 

the  architect's  office  until  the  letter  of  the  Judge  was  de- 
livered to  him.     He  waited,  but  did  not  get  the  letter. 

—  Aiken   finally  wrote  Judge  McKenna  to-day,  submitting 

three  alternative  plans  for  the  arrangement  of  courtiocm.^, 
-and  this  matter  will  be  intrusted  to  John  P.  Irish  to  deliver. 

Irish  leaves  to-night. The  above  is  taken  from  the  Call  and  comment  seems^,_^ 

superfluous.  The  obstructions  placed  in  the  way  of  San 
Francisco's  much-need  and  long-promised  new  Post  Office, 

seems  to  be  intentional  on  the  part  either  of  the  Supervising 

Architect  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  probably  "of  the 
latter,  as  the  position  of  Supervising  Architect  is  a  com- 

paratively subordinate  onj|(^and  the  booribhness  of  the  in- 
cumbent is  undoubtedly  inspired  by  his  superior  officer. 

From  the  official  report  it  is  seen  that  early  in  the  spring 

of  1894  the  plans  were  begun,  and  th^|^took  the  Supervis- 
ing Architect's  office  a  full  year  to  get^far  as  to  be  able  to  .^ 

advertise  for  bids  on  the  excavating;  now  another  year  has 

passed  away,  and  the  office  is  not  even  prepared  to  invite 

bids  on  the  ex.cavating. 
Would  any  architect  in  private  practice  dare  to  presenT 

such  excuses,  or  rather  lack  of  excuses,  as  justification  for 

delay. 

PAPER    READ   BY   JOHN  COTTER   PElTON   BEFORE  THE 

SAN    FRANCISCO  CHAPTER   OF   THE  AMERICAN    ̂  

INSTITUTE   OF   ARCHITECTS. 

— T   CONTINUED  FROM  JANUARY  NUMBER, 

Time  is  usually  of  sufficient  impoirtance  to  be  considered 

in  any  business  undertaking;  In  a  building  enterprise,  the 

first  question  of  importance  after  that  of  cost,  is  the  time 

which  must  be  given  the  work  of  construction,  and  many 

plans  and  methods  are  takei^^dvantage  of  to  facilitate  pro- 

gress, and  hasten  the  occupation  of  the  building  and  the 

opening  of  the  rent  roll. 
The  loss  from  the  area  of  land  in  space  occupied  by  the 

walls  I  d^,  not  believe  is  always  appreciated.  I  am  quite 

sure  it  would  startle  the  owners  of  some  buildings,  even  of 

recent  date.  The  Mill  Building,  in  this  City,  loses  in  its 

walls  twelve  per  cent  of  the  lot  area;  the  Crocker  Buil
ding 

loses  eighteen  per  cent,  and  the  Chronicle  loses  
twenty-one 

/ 

brought  torth  a  reply,  out  noi  sucu  a.  w.o  --v^--'     -'     r^r  r^nt      This  seems  to  me  to  represent  a  loss  m  income; 

was   in   the  form  of  a  letter  from  Secretary  Carlisle,  
per     percent.    This  seems  to  me  p 

V 
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and  any  saving  in   such   los<5^^ems  to  me  just  so  iiluch  in- 
crease in  the  income. 

The  first  building  to  which  T  applied  a  marble  facing, 

wa?  built  ort  California  strreet,  near  Devisadero  street,  in 

this  City,  for  Mr.  John  I.  Sabin,  some  four  years  ago.  This 

was  a  wooden  building,  and  was  faced  to  a  height  of  about 

ten^  feet,  this  height  reoresenting  al)Out  the  extent  of  my 

confidence  in  the  safety  of  two  inch  marble.  I  could  figure 

to  do  better,  but  did  4M>t  feel  quite  prepared  to  undertake  a 

greater  height. 
-p — 

'f 
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The  next  occasion  preseli ted  itself  in  the  Telephone  Fuild- 

in  *•  at  L;)s  Ani^eles.     The  character  of  the  desigii  called  for 

uniforinity  of  material,  the  height  was  about  thirty  feet,  and. 

with  the  limit  in  mind,  of  my  first  experience,  (ten  fe^et)  was 

developed  theTdea  of  dividing  this  heig4tt-of  thirty-i^  into 
three   sections,  and   supporting   the   weight  of  each  section 

independently,  /.  c.  transmitting  it   to  the  wall.     This  may 

be  called  the  first  step  in  this  method  of  ashlar  construction, 

/V  r.  the  interruption  of  the  accumulation    of  the  weight. 

-    ̂ -  -  The^walls  of  this  Iniilding  were  built,  the  carriers  sat,  and 
=rz^:;   the  setting  of  the   marble   had  progressed  to  the  height  oT 

'   the  first  interruption  or  "carrier,  when  it  was  discovered  that 
_  _       the  variation  of  these  carriers  from  the  proper  measurements 

,   ;    .    was  so  great,  and  the   alignment.  &0  irregular  as  almost  to 

"^    cause  an  abamlonment  of  the  proposed  facade,  and  this  was 

"  w'ith  difficulfy  overcome.  "  Here  came   in  the  attachment  of 

a  .second  and  .separable  bracket  or  shelf,  with  means  of  ad- 

;_^^:  justmeiit  to  this  irregularity  of  settipg  and-alignment. 
--^:   The   construction -of    the    marble    Library    Building    at 

^  vStockton,  California,  was  then  undertaken,  with  a  frontage 

of  210  feet,  and  carried  to  a  successful  issue. 

— ^^   — H-I  ̂ rust  TliTn   not  over-confident  in  saying  that  this  piece 

..-;  "-.—   of  work   has  demonstrated  the  feasibility  of  the  construe- 
'     tionnl  principles,  and  that  an  examination  of  its  details  will 

substantiate  the  claims  which  \  have  made  for  the  released 

-system -of  ashlar  con.struction. 
-  LeF  us  now  look  for  objections;  if  this  \f>  not  a  proper  form 

—  of  construction,  there  must  be  clear  and    tenable  reasons, 

readily  stated.  aaa*^;^'.,. 
"T"        From   an  artistic  or  aesthetic  standpoint,  let  us  first  look 

'^  for-ihe.se  objections.     /  have  looked  earnestly,  and  am   un- 
able to  find  an  aesthetic  law  of  thickness.     I  find  nothing,  to 

—  justify  the  term  veneering. 

I  have,  never  hearcl  an  artistic  comment  upon  the  thick- 

—  ne.ssor  the  amount  of  paint  upon  an  arti.st's  canvass.     It  is 
he  expression,  the  character  or  the  sentiment  which  appeals 

,t6  us.  In  fact  I  cannot  find,  in  the  world  of  art,  or  in  the 

.^esthetic  history  of  architecture,  anything  about  measure- 

ments or  thickness — to  be  more  practical,  I  have  never  heard, 

except  by  the  ignorant,  the  term  veneering  applied,  to  the 

architectural  facing  of  four  inches  of  pressed  brick  in  the 

usual  form.  *"  ^ 

Now,  from  a  constructional  standpoint,  I  am  unable^to 
figure  out  a  practical  defect,  which  cannot  be  provided  for. 
I  will  state  two  which  have -been  called  to  my  attention, 

--  and  which  have  been  certainly  worthy  of  the  most  careful 

study  and  investigation,  and  to  which  I  am  prepared  to 

make  answer,  but  upon  these  points,  I  feel  that  much  more 

can  be  said,  and  I  trust  that  if  this  subject  seems  to  you  to 

be  of  interest,  or  that  the  perfection  of  such  a  system  of  con- 

•^  struction  Tuay  be  of  value,  that  some  discussion  may  ensue 

^  upon  these  questions. 

'—  TVip  questions  are;  the  possibility  of  leakage  through  the 

The  question  of  leakage,  I  think  may  be  answered  bV 

proper  attention  to  the  workmanship.  I  have  not  heard 

this  que.stion  rai.sed  against  the  use  of  a  facing  of  pressed 

brick,  having  a  multiplicity^  joints;  why  should  it  be 

raised  against  a  construction  by  which  this  v^ry  pQSsibility 

is  reduced  five-fold;  still,  should  there  be  such  danger 

through  accident  or  careless  workmanship,  it  has  been  sug- 

gested by  Mr.  G.  W.  Percy,  in  his  report  to  the  Harbor 

Commission,  t^hat  means  may  be  provided  in  the  space  be- 
=hind  the  facingrSo  care  for  such  seepage. 

In  the  consideration  of  the  question  of  the  tendency  of 

grinding,  it  must  be  a  very  tall  structure  in  which  this 

.question  would  be  taken  up,  but  I  am  prepated^j^  allow  to 

it  all  the  importance  which  the  most  careful  and  technical 

practitioner  may  think  necessary — feeling  that  the  result 

will  again  be  found  satisfactory.  In  fact,  does  not  the  con- 

sideration of  this  very  question  revert  in  favor  of  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  facing  frequently  in  the  height  of  such  a 

building  and  mean  another  finding  in  favor  of  the  method  ? 
As  to  the  thickness  of  the  facing  and  the  frequency  of  tht 

interruption,  I  may  say  that  one  balances  the  other,  as  the 

facing  increa.ses  in  thickness,  the  interruptions  should  be 
made  at  most  frequent  intervals. 

As  to  the  forms  of  the  carriers  or  .anchors,  this  of  course 
y 

"H 

depends  upon  their  position,  or  upon  the  duty  which  they 
must  perform,  and  varies,  of  course,  constantly  according  to 
the  architectural  character  of  the  facade,  etc. 

Something  might  be  said  of  the  adaptability  to  vaiious 
designs  of  this  method  of  construction,  but  still  it  does  not 

seem  necessary;  for  although  familiarity  with  this  form  of 

construction  might  lead  to  more  simple  and  readily^  applied 
design  or  style,  still  it  is  but  a  matter  of  more  or  less  study 

to  make  its  application  satisfactory  in  any  ex-ample. 
I  may  state  that  in  the  construction  of  the  Stockton 

Library  Building  where  the  Grecian  Ionic  style  was  used, 

no  detail  was  sacrificed  in  the  application  of  the  construc- 
tion. The  style  was  fully  carried  out  in  all  its  parts  and  in 

every  detaiL  :.  » 
The  respective  projections  are  provided  for  simply  by 

greater  strength  in  the  parts. 
In  the  treatment  of  exposed  corners,  reference  may  be 

again  made  to  the  Library  Building*  and  to  the  Telephone 
Company's  Building,  in  no  part  of  which  structures  is  the 
thickness  of  the  material  evident,  and  how  much  more 

readily  this  may  be  effected  in  the  freer  Romanesque  or 
Renaissance  details,  need  only  be  suggested. 

In  the  application  of  this  form  of  construction  to  a  modern 

building  with  steel  framing,  I  feel  that  there  is  possible  a 
most  perfect  achievement,  attaining  a  degree  of  perfection 

beyond  any  form  now  in  use,  t.  e.  the  strength  of  the  struc- 

ture being  secured  in  the  steel  frame — a  minimum  of 
material  being  used  for  the  protection  of  this  frame  from 

fire,  and  a  minimum  of  material  being  required  for  the facing. 

i 

ELEMENTARY    ELECTRIC  DATA^ 

thp:    practicXl    application    of    dynamo      electric 

machjnery    by    mac  fadden    and    ray. 

joints,  and  the  grinding  tendency  caused  by  vibration  in  a 
tall  structure. 

i^T^'THAT   is  electricity?     A   question  often  asked   and 
AX    probably  never  as  yet  clearly  answered. 
Those  interested   in  the  practical  field,  iind  it  almost  im- 

possible to  keep  up  to  the  times,  in  regardXto  the  laws  that 

govern  its  generation  and  control.  We  know  that  by  means 

of  certain  combinations  of  coils  of  wire  and  magnets  or  by 
means  of  chemical  action,  we  can  produce,  we  may  say, 

electricity.  ^ 

We  must  be  content  if  we  master  a  few  leading  laws  gov- 

erning the  generation  and  application  of  the  Electric  cur- 
rent. Let  the  Scientists  and  Philosophers  discuss  the  ques- 

tion as  to  what  elecTRcity  is.  In  dealing  with  the  simple 

electric  current  that  is  generated  by  dynamos,  batteries,  etc., 

we  will  find  that  there  are  several  broad  and  easily  under 

stood  laws  that  govern  its  practical  applications.  These 

laws  hold  gogd  in  all  cases  and  under  all  conditions,  and 
should  be  thoroughly  understood  by  anyone  desiring  to 

learn  even  the  first  and  i^p^t  simple  effects  of  a  flow  of 

electric  current. 

Probably  the  easiest  way  to  understand  this  law  will  be 

to  take  a  simple  case  of  a  pump  connected  to  a  loop  of  water 

pipe.  The  pipe  is  filled  with  water  and  it  is  evident  that  if 

the  pump  is  started  there  will  be"  a  circulation  of  water  from 
the  pump  through  the  pipe  and  back  into  tlie  pump  again. 

The  pump  furnishes  the  power  to  move  the  water  in  the 

pj^pg—anditis  evident  that  the  water  moves  through  the 

pipe  owihg  to  the  pTt^sure  -exerted  by  the  pump  on  the 

water.     In  (figure  i)  an  open  tank,  (d)  is  shown  into  which 

^   ^   --•  ^^ 

we  will  use  the  term  "volt"  which  is  the  unit  of  electrical 

pressure.     We  also  have  a  term  which  denotes  the  unite  of 

"resistance,"  which  is  the  equivalent  of  "friction"  u.^-ed  in 

the  illustration  of  the  pump  and  pipe.     The  unit  of  resist- 
ance is  called  the  "ohm.!J   ■-,    ̂  

Then  lastly  the  qtiantity  of  current  in  electricity  is  meas- 

ured by  the  unit  of  current  quantity,  the  "ampere."  This 
is  the  quantity  of  current  that  a  pressure  of  one  volt  will 
force  through  a  resistance  of  one  ohm. 

The  resistance  of  a  conductor  of  electricity  varies  not 

only  with  its  size  or  cross  section  but  also  with  the  material 

of  which  it  is  made.  Silver,  when  pure,  is  the  1:)est  con- 
ductor df  electricity*  known,  but  copper,  when  pure,  nearly 

approaches  silver  and  is  so  much  cheaper  that  it  is  usedTin 

nearly  all  cases  to  distribute  current  for  practical  p^ffCf-es-: 
The  metals  in  their  order  for  conductivity  are  as  follows: 

Silver,.  Copper,  Gold,  Aluminum,  Zinc,  Platinum,  Iron, 
Lead,  German  Silver,  Platinum   Silver  alloy  and  Mercury. 

In  practi<:e  the  wires  or  conductors  to  carry  current  are 

either  designated  in  size  by  their  diameter  in  thousandths^ 
of  an  inch  (or  mils)  or  by  the  sectional  area  or  cross  section 

of  the  wireNexpressed  in  circular  mils  or  by  the  s  ze  in  num- 
ber, as  meaiu  red  by  the  Standard  American  or  Brown^ 

FIGURE    I.  —  PUMP  FORCING  WATER  THROUGH  PIPES. 

the  water  flows  frora^^lie  ̂ \pt'.  The  pump  takes  the  water 
from  the  tank  to  keep  the  pipe  filled,  and  the  speed  of  the 

water  through  the  pipe  and  therefore  the  quantity  of  water 

passing  through  the  pump  and  pipe  in  a  minute  of  time, 
will  depend  on  the  pressure  given  the  water  by  the  pump. 

If  we  double  the  pressure  of  the  water  and  the  friction  or 

resistance  to  the  flow  of  water  in  the  pipe  remains  constant, 

the  quantity  of  water  handled  by  the  pump  will  be  doubled. 

lu  other  words  by  increasing  the  pressure,  we  increase  the 

"Quantity  of  water  passing  through  the  pipe  at  ex^tly  the 
same  ratio.  Now  if  we  found  that  a  guage  placecHt  (a) 

would  have  to  register  50  lbs.  pressure  to  make  icx)  gallons 

Sharp  Wire  Guage. 

A  circular  mil  is  a  circle  x-iooo  inch  in  diameter. 

As  in  the  case  of  pump,  the  higher  the  pressure  in  volts 

At  the  dynamo,  the  larger  quantity  of  electricity  (expressed 

A   y  in  amperes)  will  be   put  through  a  circuit  which   has  a  re- 

sistance (expressed  in  ohms)  to  the  flow  of  current. 

Thus  if  I  volt  pressure  will  force  one  ampere  of  current 

through  a  circuit  having  i  ohm  of  resistance,  it  will  take 

5  volts  to  force  5  emperes  through  this  same  i  ohm  of  re- 
sistance, it  will  take  5  volts  to  force  5  amperes  through  this 

same  i  ohm  of  resistance  and  if  this  resistance  is  increa.sed 

to  2  ohms,  the  pressure  would  have  to  be  10  volts  to  force- 

5  amperes  of  current  through  it. 
It  will  be  seen   that  these  terms  are  dependent  on  each 

other  and  their  relation  to  each  other  is  expressed  by  what 

is  known  as  Ohms  Law  which  is  expressed:  ; 

Current  Pressure  in  Volts  E 
in   —       or         C         =        — 

Amperes  Resistance  in  Ohms  R 
''C"  standing  f©r  current,  "E"  for  electro-motive  force 

or  volts,  and  "R"  for  resistance  expressed  in  "Ohms." 
This  relation  C=E  |  R  must  be  remembered  for  it  is  the 

fundamental  law  of  the  governing  of  electric  currents,  and    _^    ^   ^    ^  is  used  as  a  foundation   to  obtain  all  of  the  more  complex 

of  water  pass  through  the.pipe  in  a  minute,  it  is  evident^    formulas  known  to  the  Electrical  Engineers.  -. 

that  if  the  friction   in  the  pipe  remained  the  same,  that  100 ''^     ̂ pgi^^  the  simple  case  of  a  certain  make  of  incandescent 

lbs.  pressure  ought  to  put  200  gallons  through  the  pipe.  It 

is  also  evident  that  if  100  feet  of  pipe  a  certain  size  offers  a 

definite  amount  of  friction,  that  twice  the  length  of  pipe 

would  have  two  times  the  friction  or  resistance  to  the  flow 

of  water  that  the  100  feet  has.  Thus  to  put  100  gallons  of 

water  a  minute  through  a  pipe  will  take  ̂   the  pressure  re- 

quired to  force  2CX)  gallons  through  the  pipe.  This  ex- 

ample may  serve  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  principle  of 
the  flow  of  current  from  a  source  of  electricity.  We  will 

let  the  dynamo  take  the  place  of  the  pump,  which  will 

generate  the  pressure  to  send  the  electricity  through  the 

circuit  which  may  consist  of  lamps,  etc.,  connected  by  means 

of  conducting  wires.  The  friction  in  the  pipe  is  represented 

by  the  "resistance"  of  the  wire  and  circuit,  and  the  amount 

^of  water  used,  represent  the  quantity  of  the  current  of 

electricity. 

Instead  of  using  the  pound  as  the  unit  of  water  pressure 

lamp,  the  resistance  of  the  lamp  in  question  is  found  to  be 

200  ohms.  The  pressure  "^iS^  the  circuit  on  which  this  lamp 

is  d^feigned  to  run  is  100  vofts,  and^according  to  Ohms  law 
the  cutrent  in  amperes  which  100  volts  pressure  will  force 

through  200  ohms  of  resistance  is  100-200  or  3^  which  is  the 

number  of  amperes  such  a  lamp  would  allow  to  pass 

through  it  if  current  at  100  volts  pressure  was  applied. 

It  will  thas\e  seen  that  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  to  obtain 

any  one  of  these  quantities,  provided  we  have  the  other  two 

given,  by  a  simple  multiplying  or  dividing  of  the  two 

known  quantities.     The  relations  to  each  other  are  expressed 

E  ^ C=— ,    'E=R   X  C,   and    R=  — . 
R  — ^    C 

Therj?  is^till  another  t^rm  with  which  the  practical  man 

is  brought  in   contact  an dfth at ̂ s  the  unit  of  power,   tlie" •  'watt. ' '     This  watt  is  the  power  represented  by  the  passing 
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of  I  ampere  of  current  through  i  ohm  of  resistance  and  can 

always  be  obtained  of  any  current  by  multiplying  the  num- 
ber of  volts  by  the  number  of  amperes. 

Thus    in  the  incandescent  Jamp  before    spoken    of,    the 

.\vatts  ui;ed  by  the  lamp  would  be  100  (volts)x^'  (amp)=50 
(the  number  of  watts),  this  being  the  amount  of  electrical 

eiier^ry  necessary  to  be  applied  continually  to  keep  the  lamp 

burning.  Such  an  incandescent  lamp  would  be  termed  "a 

50  watt  incandescent  lamp."     An  arc  lamp  which  needed  a 
^xurrent  of  i©  amperes,  at  a  pressure  of  50  volts  to  keep  it  in 

operation  would  be  termed  a  "500  watt  arc  lamp."     *     * 

about  the  middle  of  the  eastern  side  of  the  Plaza,  and  spread- 

ing both  ways,  consumed  nearly  all  that  side  of  the  Square, 

and  the  whole  line  of  buildings  on  the  south  side  of  Wash- 

ington street,  between  Montgomery  and  Kearny  streets.  ̂  

A  certain  two-story  frame  building,  known  as  the  "Parker 
House,"  and  situated  on  Kearny  street,  facing  the  Plaza, 

paid  its  owners  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  a  year  in 
rents.  Of  this  sum,  somewhere  about  sixty  thousand 

dollars  was  paid  by  gamblers,  who  occupied  nearly  the 

whol^  of  the  second  floor.  The  "El  Dorado,"  a  gambling 

saloon  which  adjoined  the  "Parker  House"  on  the  right,  at 
the  corner  of  Washington  street,  and    which  ̂ as  only  a_ 

THE   OLD    CITY    HALL   OF   SAN    FRANCISCO. 

HIS  old  landmark  is  now  razed  off  the 

face  of  the  earth  and  plans  are  already  in 
for   a    building  Jo   take   its  place.     As  a 

-*»   / 

T 

tributeto  the  Arcliaeology  of  California  we 

are  enabled  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Hinton 

Printing  Company  to  publish  two  views  of 
the   building     at   different    stages     of  its 

-  career,  and  take  the  following  interesting  account  of  its 

history  -  from  "the   pages  of  the  Municipal   Report  of   San 
'        Francisco  for  1894-95: 

The  Board  of  Supervisors,  on  Januaiy  4,  1895,  instructed 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  to  sell  all  the  improvements  on  the 
City  Hall  lot  on  Kearny  street,  between  Merchant  and 

Washington  streets. 
•^  The  buildings  had  been  vacated  and  accommodation  pro 
Tided  for  the  (HfferenT  offices  ̂ nd   depar 

canvas  tent  of  moderate  size,  brought  at  the  rate  of  forty' — 
thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

May  4,  1850. — The  second  great) fire  in  San  Francisco, 

when  property  to  the  value  of  nearly  four  millions  of  dollars 

was  supposed  to  be  destroyed.     It  b^an  about  four  o'clock 
iui  the  morning,  in  the  building  on  the  (^ast  side  of  the  place 

Tatted  the  United  States  Exchange  aifd  before  eleven  of  the<-^ 

forenoon   three  immense   blocks  of  buildings,  with  ̂   few      ' 
trifling  exceptions,  were  totally  destroyed.     These  were  the         _-^ 
blocks    lying    between    Kearny,    Clay^Montgomery    and 

Washington   streets,  and  the  two  t)Tocks  between  Drrpontriz:— ~ 

Montgomery,  Washington  and  Jacks6n  streets. 

June  22,  1851. — The  City  Hall,  located  at  the  corner  of 
Kearny  and  Pacific  streets,  which  had  been  originally 

erected  at  an  immense  expense  as  a  hotel  and  was  purchased 

more  than  a  year  before  by  the  corporation  for  one  hundred 

and  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  improved  at  a  heavy  cost, 

was  totally  convsumed,  although  the  principal  office  records    , 

s^'  in 

^City  Hall,  and  while  so nle  temporary  u 

eiit  pibrtions,  the  buildings  were  held 

1 

-r'^ 

1 1 

The  purchase  by  the  city  and  county  at  different  times 

of  the  lots  and  improvements,  and  the  alterations  made  to 

adapt  the  buildings  for  municipal  uses,  as  well  as  the  re- 
pairs and  alterations  required  to  be  made  in  consequence  of 

the  damage  done  by  the  earthquake  on  October^ 2 1,  1868, 

cost  the  municipality  over  one  million  dollars.  '^- 
In  June,  1852,  the  Jenny  Lind  Theater — the  central  lot 

and  building  between  the  Union  Hotel  and  the  El  Dorado 

buildings — was  purchased  for  a  City  Hall  at,  a  cost  of 

$200,000.  In  March,  1864,  the  Union  Hotel  lot  and  build- 
ing, on  the  corner  of  Kearny  and  Merchant  streets,  was 

purchased  for  $65,000,  and  the  El  Dorado  lot  and  building, 
on  the  corner  of  Kearny  and  Washington  streets,  for  the  sum 

of  $45,000.  In  March,  1866',  a  lot  and  building  in  rear  of 
the  Old  City  Hall,  now  occupied  by  the  Morgue,  was  pur- 

chased for  the  sutfl  of  $15,000.  ♦ 

The  site  of  the  Old  City  Hall  is^a  memorable  one,  being 

the  central  point  wliere  the  various  phases  of  early  Cali- 
fornia  life  had  full  swing,  with  all  the  licensj^  ̂ JijAsfbandon 
that  characterized  the  gambling  mania  The  following  are 

extracts  from  the  "Annals  of  San  Francisco"  and  the  daily 
newspapers,  in  respect  to  matters  appertaining  to  the  site 

and  its  use,  from   time  to  time,  in*  spite  of  the  destruction 

^.,__a'ere  saved.     Mr.  Thomas   Maguire,  the  proprietor  of  the 

"Jenny  Lind  .Theater"  (which   was  opened  in   September, 

/^  ̂      ̂       "      1850),  on  the   Plaza,  which   was  a  most  valuable  building, e  for  further  1     ̂     n  -4.1   ♦•        \^    a 

_      _^   now  lost  all  again — a  sixth  time  by  nre. 
October   4,    1851. — Opening  of    the   new    Jenny    Lind 

4. 

Theater
,  

on   the   Plaza.  
   

This   was  a  large  and  handso
me 

house.  The  interior  was  fitted  up  with  exquisite  taste;  and 

altogether,  in  size,  beauty  and  comfort,  it  rivaled  tlie  most^^ 
noted  theaters  in  the  Atlantic  States.  It  could  seat  com- 

fortably upwards  of  two  thousand  persons.  The  opening 

night  presented  a  brilliant  display  of  beauty  and  fashion, 

and  every  part  oCthe  immense  building  was  crowded  to  ex- 
cess. A  poetical  address  was  delivered  on  the  occasion  by 

Mrs.  E.  Woodward.  A  new  era  in  theatricals  was  now  be- 
gun in  San  Francisco;  and  since  that  period  the  city  has 

never  wanted  one  or  two  first-class  theaters  and  excellent 

stock  companies,  among  which  "stars"  of  the  first  magni- 
tude annually  made  their  appearance.  Before  this  date 

there  had  been  various  dramatic  companies  in  San  Francisco, 

but  not  before  had  there  been  so  magnificent  a  stage  for  their 

performance.  The  "Jenny  Lind"  did  not  long  remain  a 
theater.  The  following  year  it  was  purchased  by  the  town 

for  a.  City  Hall,  fox  the  enormous  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  The  external  stone  walls  were  allowed 

to  stand,  but  the  whole  interior  was  removed  and  fitted  up 

anew  for  the  special  purposes  to  which  it  was  meant  to  be 

applied. 

V. 

,,    ,   .  ,  n  .  Under  the  caption  of  "Hotels,  Restaurants  and  Boarding- Visited  upon  Its  so-called  improvements  by  conflagrations,  ^^^  ,,     nM,     r     ̂          n         u  *      ̂ j  1        j     1  ^  t    ̂   1     r 
^  ^  -'     „        »  -'^houses    :  The  first  really  substantpal  and  elegant  hotel  of 

the   city  was.  the  "Union."     This  was   a   four-story  brick 
building,  with  a  front  of  twenty-nine  feet,  on  the  east  side  of 
Kearny  street,  between  Clay  and  Washington  streets,  and  a 

depth  of  one  hundred   and  sixty  feet.     It  was  coi^structedy 

to  wit: 

From  the  "Annals  of  San  Francisco":  ^ 

December  26,  1849. — This  morning  about  six  o'clock, 
the  awful  cry  of  fire  was  raised  in  the  citj-,  and  iu^  a  few 
hours  property  valued  at  more  than  a  million  of  dollars  was 

totally  destroyed.     The  fire  began  in  Dennison's  Exchange, 

arranged,  finished  and  conducted  as  well  as  any  similar  es- 
tablishment at  that  time  in  the  United  States.     The  cost  of 

n: 
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OLD     CITY     HALL     BUILDINGS,     1865. 
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the  building  and  ̂ furniture  was  $250,000.  Messrs.  John 
Middleton,  A.  A.  Selover  and  E.  V.  Joice  wer6  the  enter- 

prising projectors,  builders  and  owners  of  this  superb  con- 
cern. The  tables  were  supplied  with  ever)  imaginable 

luxury,  and  the  boarders  were  of  the  wealthiest  and  most 

respected  inhabitants  and  visitors  of  the  city.  This  house, 
with  its  contents,  was  destroyed  in  the  fire  of  May  371 851, 

and  although  it  has  been  rebuilt  several  times,  after  re- 
peated conflagrations,  it  never  resumed  its  original  character. 

It  is  now  (1854)  occupied  below  as  an  extensive  billiard- 
room  and  drinking-saloon,  while  the  upper  stories  are 

divided  into  comfortable  lodging  apartments.  It  is  a  cele- 
brated resort  for  all  classes  of  politicians,  and  most  of  the 

schemes  affecting  the  interests  of  the  State  and  city  are  here 

concocted.V^  — June  4,  1852. — The  purchase  of  the  new  Jenny  Lind 
Theater  and  Parker  House  for  the  purposes  of  a  City  Hall 

was  another  of  the  Common  Council  jobs  which  excited 

very  much  angry  discussion  at  the  time,  and  which  afforded 
interesting  and  amusing  matter  for  the  newspapers  the 

"Jenny  Lind  Swindle,"  or  sometimes  "Juggle,"  they 
facetiously  called  it,  during  half  a  year.     The  old  City  Hall 

attempted  to  make  a  speech  for  his  cause,  but  the  noise  and 

reproaches  of  the  meeting  effectually  put  him  down.    Sun- 
dry squabbling  and  wordy  sparring  took  place  between  Mr. 

Broderick  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Gihon,  who   was  on    the   occasion 

the  people's  orator;  and  the  meeting  ended  in  hubbub,  riot 
and  confusion.     Little  cared  the  Common  Council  for  such 

proceedings — the  general  ire — the  Mayor's  veto — the  denun- 
ciations and  the  ridicule  of  the  press.     The  matter  was  car- 

ried finally  into  the  Supreme  Court,  at  the  instance  of  some 
public  spirited  citizens,  and  shortly  afterwards  a  judgment 

was  obtained  recognizing  the  right  of  the  city  and  the  Board 

of  Supervisors  to  make  the  purchase.     This  was  forthwith 
done;  and  the  contemplated  alterations  were  speedily  made 

on  the  building,  although  at   a  great  expense.     The  whole 

affair  was  long  a  prolific  subject  for  conversation  and  dis- 
cussion, for  ridicule  and  the  imputation  of  corrupt  motives. 

It  served  to  glorify  the  Council  of  the  year  as  the  notorious 

Aldermen's  salaries  and  medal  pieces  of-  business  had  im- 

mortalized a  previous  party  of  "City  Step-fathers." 
After  the  purchase  was  made  and  the  alterations  com- 

pleted, it  was  found  that  the  new  structure  answered  the 

purpose  intended  better  than  was  at  first  anticipated.     The 

having  been  destroyed  in  the  fire  of  June  22,  1851,  the  vari- .  ̂ ^gituation  is  e^^cellent.     At  the  present  time,  however  (1854), 

ous  municipal  officials  were  compelled  to  get  business  cham^~^it  is  beginning  to  be  discoverrd   that   the  building   is  too 
bers  where  they  could,  for  which  very  high  rents  had  to  be 

paid.     As  the  different  public  officers  were  now  located  in 

separate  parts  of  the  town,  much  inconvenience  was  experi- 
enoed.     The  arrangement  could  only  be  temporary.     The 

rents,  which  were  somewhere  about  forty  thousand  dollars 

per   annum,  formed   a    heavy  tax    upon  the  public;  while 
ground  could  be  bought  and  a  proper  building  erected  by 

the  city  itself  for  about  four  or   five  times   that  amount. 
Several  desirable  sites  could  be  had  in  the  town  on  moderate 

terms,  and  responsible  contractors  were  ready  to  undertake 

the  construction   of  the  "proposed  building  at  fixed  rates, 
which  would  certauily  have  reduced   the  total  cost   below 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

In  these  circumstances,  the  Common  Council,  for  reasons, 

as  the  saying  is,  best  known  to  themselves,  and  in  spite  of 

the  indignant  cries  of  the  citizens  and  the  general  remon- 

strances of  the  press,  determined — in  conjunction  with   the 

small  for  the  increased  business  of  the  city.  Movements  are 

now  making  to  purchase  additional  business  chambers  else- 
where, or  to  include  a  portion  of  the  adjoining  Union  Hotel 

into  the  municipal  establishment.  Doubtless,  before  many 

years  pass,  the  whole  of  either  that  building  or  of  the 

El  Dorado  gambling-saloon  on  the  other  side,  if  not  both, 

will  be  required  for  the  necessary  extension  of  the  City  Hall, 

unless  indeed- it  be  located  in  some  altogether  different  quar- 
ter and  built  anew. 

April,  1854. — The  large  public  saloons,  so  numerous  in 

1849  and  immediately  succeeding  years,  have  become  few~ 
in  number.  *  *  *  The  chief  of  them  are  the  "El  Dorado," 

on  the  Plaza.  *  *  *  These  places  still  exhibit  the  old  las- 

civious pictures  on  the  walls,  while  orchestral  music,  ex- 

cellently performed,  continues  to  allure  the  idle,  the  home- 
less and  family-les^♦»as  to  a  place  of  enjoyment,  where  their 

earnings  are  foolishly  spent.  *  The  cards  are  often  still  dealt 

Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  County,  who  were  to  pay  half     out   and   the   wheels  turned,  or  dice  thrown,  by  beautiful 

the  costs — to  purchase  the  Jenny  Lind  Theater,  and  convert 
it  into  the  proposed  City  HalL 

The  purchase  money  of  the  building  as  it  stood  was  to  be 

$200,000;  while  to  remove  all  the  inside  walls,  leaving  only 

the  outer  ones  standing,  and  to  build  up  the  interior  anew 

properly  fitted  up  for  municipal  purposes,  was  believed  to 

involve  the  expenditure  _Df  nearly  half  as  much  more.  At 

the  same4:ime,  it  was  supposed  that  the  building  when  so* 
altered  ̂ yould  be  only  a  miserable  structure  at  the  best. 
An  audience  authorizing  the  purchase  was  passed  by  large 

majorities  in  both  Council  Boards,  and  sent  to  the  Mayor 

for  approval,  which  was  refused.  Notwithstanding,  the 

Common  Council,  on  the  fourth  of  June,  re-adopted  the 

obnoxious  ordinance,  and  passed  it  by  a  constitutional  and almost  unanimous  vote. 

Meanwhile  the  public  wrath  was  growing  very  clamorous, 

the  more  so' perhaps  that  it  was  impotent.  On  the  evening 
of  the  first  of  June,  one  of  the  usual  mass  a^td  indignation 

meetings  was  held  on  the  Plaza,  where  the  proposed  pur- 

chase was  passionately  denounced.  Mr.  William  A.  Dana 
presided  on  the  occasion.  This  was  one  of  the  most  stormy 

meetings  that  had  ever  been  held  in  the  city.  Hon.  David 
jC.  Broderick,  who  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed  purchase. 

women,  well  skilled  in  the  arts  calculated  to  allure,  betray  _ 

and  ruin  the  unfortunate  men  who  become  their  two  willing-^- 
victims.  ; 

From  the  Evening  Bul/e fin  o(  October  21,  1868:  Earth- 
quake—The  City  Hall  is  in  a  bad  condition, and  the  only 

people  inhabiting  it  at  present  are  the  officers  of  the  Fire 

Department.  The  Courts  are  all  adjourned  and  the  prison- 

ers were  taken  from  the  Station  House  to  the  County  Jail.  ̂ 
A  line  has  been  stretched  across  the  front  to  keep  people 

away.  Several  large  stones  in  the  front  wall  fell  out,  and 
the  entire  structure  may  be  considered  a  wTeck*  ,_ 

From  £xami7ier  oi  October  21,  1868:  The  City  Haix^ 
The  Hall  is  badly  damaged.  The  front  looks  greatly 

dilapidated.  The  inner  walls  are  cracked  and  opened  in 

many  places.  The  Probate  Court  room  and  the  Twelfth 
District  Court  room  are  badly  torn  up,  while  the  upper  story 

is  almost  beyond  repair. 
l-^From  the  Dai/y  Alia  California  of  October  22,  1868:     The   

Results  and  Lessons  of  the  Earthquake.— The  State 

was  visited  yesterday  by  an  earthquake,  and  the  shock  in 

San  Francisco  was  the  most  severe  felt  here  since  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Mission,  ninety-two  years  ago,  with  perhaps  one 

exception,  in  1808,  when  several   adobe  walls  were  throw^i 

1; 
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down,  but  of  that  shock  we  know  so  little  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  make  any  satisfactory  comparison  with  it. 

Amidst  the  multitude  of  slight  movements  of  the  earth's 
surface  observed  here  since  1848,  the  only  one  which  did 

any  damage  before  that  oi  yesterday  occurred  on  the  eight 
of  October,  J 865,  when  several  cornices  and  parts  of  green 
brick  walls  were  tlirown  down.  In  that  shock  the  motion 

was  mainly  perpendicular,  and  perhaps  it  was  for  that  reason 
that  the  amount  of  glass  broken  was  far  greater  in  1865  than 

\  hi  the  horizontal  movement  of  r868.  On  the  other  hand, 

more  cornices  were  thrown  down  yesterday. 

The  main  facts  ofHhe  earthqaiake  as  felt  in  this  city,  are 

that  four  persons  were  killed  by  the  falling  of  cornices  and 
chimneys,  that  a  dozen  brick  buildings  on  made  ground  are 

—  shattered  so  that  the}'  are  untenantable;   that  the  cornices » 

of  two  dozen  buildings  have  been  thrown  down,  and  man}' 
walls  were  cracked,  much  plastering  loosened  and  many 

window  panes  broken. 
On  the  other  hand,  no  person   was  serix)usly  injured  in  a 

house,  and  the   great  majority  of  the  buildings  on  the  nat- 
♦  ural  upland  show  no  signs  pf  having  been  damaged  in  the 
least. 

The  spires  of  the  churches,  towers  of  the  Masonic  Temple, 

Merchants'  Exchange  and  Synagogue  Emmanuel,  the  four 
and  five  story  buildings  on  Montgomery  and  Kearny  streets 

are  uninjured. 
The  foundations  of  buildings  should,  on  the  made  ground, 

be  as  solid  as  possible;  and  high  chimneys  should  be  se- 

cured by  iron  bars,  fastened  on  with  bands  and  running 
down  below  to  top  of  wall.  Brick  buildings  should  be  tied 

together  by  strong  irOn  rods,  their  walls  should  be  thick, 
the  best  mortar  should  be  used  and  the  height  should  not 
exceed  thr^e stories. 

Action  of  the  Chamber   Of  Commerce.— TheCham- , 
ber  oF Commerce  held    a  session   in  their  chamber  in  the 

Merchants'  Exchange.     Several   members  spoke  of  the  im- 
portance of  transmitting  correct  intelligence  to  the  East  and 

to  London. 

A  committee  of  four  were  appointed  to  collect  infoimation 
and  make  an  estimate  of  the  probable  loss. 

Messrs.  Otis,  Friedlander,  Ralston  and  Gordon  form  the 
committee. 

These  gentlemen  met  at  one  o'clock  in  the  parlor  of  the 
Bank  of  California  and  prepared  the  following  dispatch: 

"A  severe  shock  of  earthquake  experienced  here  at  7:50 
A.  M.  Considerable  alarm  felt  at  time  of  occurrence.  A 

good  many  buildings  on  made  ground  injured.  " 
-_— iiCustom  house  and  City  Hall,  both  poorly  constructed, 
badly  injured,  and  some  buildings  in  process  of  erection  have 
fallen  in.  Some  parapet  walls  falling  have  caused  the  loss 

of  four  lives.  No  damag^  t1o^M?ll-constructed  buildings^ 
"Total  loss  on  property  will  not  exceed  $300,000. 
The  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  with  the  ap- 

proval of  the  above  committee,  forwarded  the  above  despatch 

immediately  to  the  Chambers*  of  Commerce  in  all  the 
Atlantic,  Western  and  European  cities. 

From  John  S.  Hittell's  History  of  San  Francisco:  Gamb- 
ling was  a  prominent  feature  of  San    Francisco  life   before 

1855.     Among   the  notable   gambling  houses  were  the  El 
Dorado,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Kearny  and  Washington 
streets;  the  Verandah,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Washington; 
the  Bella  Union,  on  the  other  corner;  the  California    Ex- 

change, on  the  northeast  corner  of  Clay  and  Kearny;  the 

•Arcade,  the  Casino  and  tne  Tolka,  on  Clay  and  Commercial streets. 

Among  the  notable  buildings  were  the  Custom  House 

(an  adobe  building  of  one  story  on  the  southwestern  corner 
of  Brenham  place  and  Washington  street),  the  City  Hotel 

(an  adobe  of  one  story  and  a  half  on  the  southwestern  cor- 

ner of  Clay  and  Kearny),  Mr.  Mowry's  dwelling  (one-story 
adobe  on  the  northeastern  corner  of  Broadway  and  Powell) 

the  adobe  residence  of  Senora  Briones  (on  the  northeastern 

corner  of  Powell  and  Filbert)  a  brick  dwelling  on  the  north- 
western corner  of  Washington  and  Powell  (originally  of  two 

stories,  but  now  of  Tour,  two  others  having  been  added  be- 
neath because  the  streets  in  front  of  it  have  been  cut  down 

about  sixteen  feet),  and  the  Parker  House  (which  was  built 
at  a  cost  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  and  rented  at  fifteen 

thousand  dollars  pet  month  as  a  gambling  house),  a  two- 

story  frame  building  on  the  site  of  the  Old  City, Hall,  front- 
ing on  Portsmouth  square.  The  southeastern  corner  of 

Kearny  and  Washington  streets  was  occupied  by  a  large 

tent,  called  the  El  Dorado,  and  that,  too,  was  used  for  gamb- 
ling. The  Parker  House  -was  burned  in  December,  1849, 

and  having  been  rebuilt,  was  conWrted  into  the  Jenny  Lind 

Theator,    Thomas   Maguire   being   the   manager.      It  was 

burned  again  in  May,  1850,  and  in  June  1851,  ahd^ after  The last  firr  the  theater  was  rebuilt  of  brick,  with  a  stone  front, 

which  still  stands  ai>  a  paxtxtf  the  Old  City  HalL   

* * * * 

These  people  did  not  serve  Broderick  for  nothing,  many 

of  thein  received  high  pay,  usually  out  of  the  public  treas- 
ury.    It  was  not  his  policy  to  let   those  who  had  been  his 

friends  go  without  reward,  some  with  office,  some  otherwise. 
When  the  County  Supervisors  and  City  Council,  in  1852 
(the  city  had  then  one  government  and  the  county  another) 
united  to  buy  the  Jenny  Lind  Theater  from  his  friend, 
Thomas  Maguire,  for  twice  as  much  as  the  property-  was 
worth,  he  favored  the  transaction.  It  was  consummated  in 
.defiance  of  a  strong  outburst  of  popular  indignation,  but  not- 
long  afterward  the  value  of  land  advanced  so  much  that  the 
property  was  worth  more  than  had  been,  paid  for  it. 
When  Broderick  sought  to  secure  the  Senatorship  in  1854, 

he  felt  the  want  of  support  of  some  respectable  newspaper 
in  San  Francisco,  and  he  secured  that  of  the  Alia  Calif oryiia, 
which  had  previously  been  his  enemy.  As  it  depended  for 
its  support  mainly  on  the  merchant,  with  whom,  as  a  class, 
he  was  very  unpopular,  the  paper  incurred  serious  risks  by 
advocating  his  cause,  but  a  cash  consideration  was  paid, 
and  consequently  the  County  Supervisors  purchased  the 
Alta  Building  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Washington  street 
and  Brenham  place  for  a  Hall  of  Records,  paying  about  fifty 
thousand,  dollars  in  warrants,  or  the  equivalent  of  forty 

thousand  dolTars  in  gold,  for  it—considerably'more  than  it 
was  worth. -TT 

From  Colville's  Directory,  1857:  The  fire-prcof  brick office  of  the  Alta  California  newspaper  (Washington  street 

and  Brenham  place)  having  been  purchased  for  the^round _sum  of  nearly  $50,000  in  scrip  for  a  Hall  of  Records, 
was  opened  for  that  purpose  on  the  nineteenth  of  July. 
This  is  one  of  the  very  few  evidences  of  any  value  received 
by  the  city  for  all  of  its  vast  expenditures. 

LIPPINCOTT'S  for  February  pontains  the  complete 
novel  ' 'Ground  Swells"  and  in  the  article  on  "Paralysers  of 
Style"  gives  some  much  needed  strictures  on  the  slovenly 
way  of  writing  of  the  present  age;  want  of  grammar,  bad .'  i 
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punctuation  and  such  like  lapses.  The  cry  is  quantity  now 
a  days  not  quality  and  the  high  pressure  speed  at  which 
masses  of  literature  must  be  turned  out  causes  this  want  of 

propriety.  We  are  afraid,  however,  that  while  the  present 
fabric  of  society  exists  no  return  can  be  had  to  the  grand 
old  style  of  the  Elizabethan  Age  in  Literature;  no  more  than 

tftothe  restful  style  of  the  Greeks  or  the  free  style  of  the 
Middle  Ages  in  Architeghire. 

PRACTICAL  STAIR  BUILDING  AISTDTSaNDRAIL- 
INGS  by  the  Square  Section  and  Falling  Line  System  by 

W.  H.  Wood.  London,  E.  &  F.  N.  Spon— New  York. 
Spon  &  Chamberlain,  12  Cortlandt  street. 

In  this  work  is  presented  a  very  full  and  explicit  treatise 
on  stair  building — full  of  practicality  and  illustrated  with 
quite  a  number  of  geometrical  diagrams  elucidating  all  the 

problems  that  arise  in  the^„urse  of  a  stair  builder's  profes- sion treated  in  a  different  manner  than  heretofore.  Being 
both  elementary  and  advanced  it  will  be  found  a  useful 
hand  book  on  the  subject.  The  price  of  the  book  is  $4.i^ 
^hd  can  be  had  from  G.  W.  Alexander,  401  Market  street, 

San  Francisco.  "      "' 

MUNICIPAL  REPORTS,  San  Francisco,  1894-95.— 
Published  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  From  Mr. 

Jno.  A.  Russell  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  San 
Francisco,  we  have  received  the  usual  yearly  reports  of  the 
several  offices  constituting  the  Municipal  Government  in  a 

volumn  of  about  1500  pages,  typography  good  and  arrange- 
ment succinct;  a  reference  book  of  great  value  for  statisti- 

cians. 

The  "Practical  Application  of  DYNAMO  ELECTRIC 

MACHINERY,"  by  McFadden  &  Ray,  price  one  dollar. 
A  handy  little  book  for  all  architects  to  have  with  them, 

explaining  electrical  wiring  and  machinery  in  a  simple  and 
easily  understood  manner. 

Elsewhere  we  have  made  an  extract  from  this  book  to 
show  its  style  and  its  usefulness. 

The  FORTNIGHTLY  for  January.  In  the  "Blessedness 
of  Egoism"  we  are  given  an  account  of  the  philosophy  of 
Maurice  Barres  and  Walter  Pater,  and  the  disgust  with  all 
modern  conventionalities  and  ideals  with  which  the  thinker 

is"  sometimes  seized,  making  him  long  for  the  solitude  of 
nature  away  from  the  busy  haunts  of  men.  As  one  of  the 

PiWior's  heros  remarks  truly  "With  a  little  alcohol  and 
rare  beef  at  meals,  and  with  money  in  one's  pocket,  one  may 
endure  contact  with  men,"  inferring  that  without  these  to  a 
poetic  temperament  they  and  their  littk  money  getting 
carking  cares  are  uuendurable.  i 

An  interesting  account  of  Emile  de  Laveleye  and  his  ideas 

is  given  in  "Socialism  at  Home  and  Abroad." 

"Laveleye  defined  luxury  as  'all  that  is  at  once  expen- 
sive and  superfluous,'  and  he  condemned  it,  from  moral  and 

political  grounds,  as  opposed  to  the  true  ends  of  life.  Like 
a  good  economist,  he  also  repudiated  the  usual  defence  of 

luxury  as  being  "good  for  trade,"  pointing  out  that  national 
-P^^P^ity  did  not  arise  from  unrestrained  consumption  and 
unlimited  production,  but  sprang  rather  from  the  accumula- 

tion of  resources  resulting  from  good  economy.  Most  of  all, 

he  opposed  the  reckless  and  profuse  living  of  great  towns; 

this  he  did  first  on  the  above-mentioned  grounds,  but  also 
in  the  name  of  right  and  propriety,  which  required  from  the 
rich  a  constant  discharge  of  duty  towards  their  numberless 

disinherited  brethren.  The  one  exception  which  he  made  was 
alike  characteristic  of  himself  and  of  his  artistic  coimtry;  all 

kinds  of  sumptuousness  appeared  to  him.  permissible  in  public 

building  s.^^ 

The  sentence  in  italics  ought  to  be  taken  to  heart  by 

those  critics  who  are  constantly  desirous  of  saving  a  few 

dollars  when  a  question  comes  up  of  the  expense  of  a  public 

building,  so  much  so,  that  we  find  the  architect  of  the  United 
States  of  America  cannot  employ  enough  draftsmen  to  do 

his  work  properly  because  he  hasn't  the  funds  to  pay  them, 
while  a  multimillionaire  is  allowed  to  spend  $7,000,000 

on  his  country  residence  withoi^,^a  protest — in  fact  his  ex- 

travagance  is  lauded. 

FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MANUFACTURERS 

ASSOCIATION  OF  CALIFORNIA— Repres^nte  a  record 
of  much  work  and  good  done  in  the  way  of  briiigiug  Cali- 

fornia made  products  to  the  fore.  As  there  is  no  doubt 
that  California  materials  equal  any  in  the  world  when 

given  the  same  opportunity,  we  wish  the  Association  still 

further  success  this  year — more  especially  in  instilling  into 
consumers  the  dishonorableness  of  going  outside  for  their 

goods,  if  able  to  pay  California  prices  for  home  work. 
The  want  of  this  is  illustrated  by  a  case  brought  to  our 

attention  lately — when  a  person  holding  a  high  salaried 

position  under  the  State  sends  to  Mr.  Wanamaker  in  the 

East  somewhere,  to  get  his  clothes  made;  by  which  mean's 
he  gets  a  trifling  reduction  in  price  but  leaves  his  own  con- 

stituents without  the  means  of  living.  • — — -   -  -  -   ■   

FALCONNIERS'  BLOWN-GLASS  BRICKS.— The  il- 

lustrated album  of  Falconniers'  patent  Blown  Glass-Bricks 
to  hand: — The  article  is  made  by  the  Adlerhutten  Smelting 

Works  at  Pen^TgT^iTesfa  in  diflferent  models  and  colors. 

A  wall  of  glass-bricks  would  ̂ apparently  present  *an 

original  appearance;  the  day-light  enters  it  freely,  but  it  is 
not  transparent.  Such  bricks  would  be  non-conducting  of 

heat,    sound  and   electricity,    and   must    diff"use   the   light 
r 

splendidly.  The  laying  of  them  is  very  simple,  being  ac- 
complished in  the  same  manner  as  ordinary  bricks  viz.  with 

mortar  or  cement.  This  makes  4:he  bricks  a  very  valuable" 
material  for  building  hot-houses,  ice-houses,  especially  for 
factories.  The  face  of  them  can  be  parted  in  pilasters  with 

walls  of  glass-bricks  between  and  with  some  windows  for 
ventilation.  We  understand  these  bricks  have  proved  very 

satisfactory  for  varandas,  winter-gardens,  factories  and 

greenhouses  and  would  be  useful  for  lighting  premises  look- 

ing over  small  courtyards  which  k  is  not  desirable  to  see  or 
smell,  one  would  think  they  would  be  very  useful,  and  by 

silvering  them  on  the  back  they  act  as  mirrows  and  are 

therefore  of  benefit  in  dinily  lighted  apartments. 

NICKEL    STEEL. 

IF  the  truth  of  the  statements  of  Mr.  Robert  M.  Thompson 
in  regard  to  a  new  alloy  of  fifteen  per  cent  of  Nickel  with 

Steel  can  be  verified,  architects  have  at  band  a  metal  that- 

$ 

? 

.    I: 

i  li 

will  take  the  place  of  steel  in  all  building  constructions.  ' 
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Think  of  an  alloy  that  will  not  rust,  with  a  tensile  strength 

of  244,000  pounds,  with  an  elastic  limit  as  high  in  propor- 

tion aslhat  of  the  lower  Nickel  Steel. — Kd. 

.  Mr.  Robert  M.  Thompson,  President  of  the  Orford  Copper 

Co.,  of  New  York,  at   the  meeting  of  the  Iron  and  Steel 

.Institute,  m-^nglaiid,  made  a  very  interesting  address  i
n 

reference  to  the  manufacture  and  use  of  nickel  steel.  He 

said  there  was  no  doubt  but  that  the  United  States  Govern-
 

ment had  taken  more  interest  in  the  use  of  nickel  steel  than 

any  other  ofthefreat  governments  in  the  world,  and  in 

doing  so  it  encouraged  the  steelmakers  to  use  it  not  only 

for  governmental,  but  for  private  purposes.  Reference  had 

been  made  to  the  quantity  of  nickel  steel  that  was  being 

used  on  this  side  of  the  water,  and  he  was  very  glad  to 

know  that  it  was  being  made  here  in  quantity.  During  the  ] 

three  years  in  which  the  development  work  had  been  going 

on  on  the  other  side,  ther^.Jiad  been  somewhere  between 

50,000  and  75,000  tons  -of  nickel  steel  produced  in  
the 

United  States.  That  carried  it  absolutely  out  of  the  domain 

of  experiment.  It  was  to-day,  as  far  as  the  quality  of  steel 

described  in  the  paper,  as  much  a  matter  of  every -,day  prac- 

tice in  the  production  of  it  as  was  the  production  of  ordinary 

steel.  But  the  question  of  the  utility  of  nickel  in  connection 

with  steel  had  not  yet  been  finally  closed.  There  were 

higher  alloys  which  were  being  experimented  upon  which 

contained  even  greater  properties.  An  ingenious  German 

chemist  had  just  concluded  some  experiments,  and  probably 

many  of  them  had  seen  an  account  of  his  experiments,  car- 

ried with  all  the  German  thoroughness,  through  all  the 

var.ous  grades  of  nickel  from  one  per  cent  up  to  twenty- 

five  per  cent,  and  with  varying  degrees  of  carbon.  Tha
t 

chemist  had  arrived  at  the  fact  that  at  about  fifteen  per  cent 

_Qi  nickel  an   almost  new   metal   had   been  discovered,  one 

_jgith  a  tensile  strength  was  obtained  of  244,000  lbs.  to  the 

square  inch  with  an  elastic  limit  as  high  in  proportion  as 

that  of  the  lower  nickel  steel.  He  had  made  a  rough  esti- 

mate of  what  an  alloy  of  this  kind  could  be  produced  at 

when  used  in  the  construction  of  all  the  steel  parts  of  one 

of  the  great  battleships  which  the  ̂ vorld  was  building  now 

in  every  quarter.  If  used  for  hull  plates  and  all  the  vario
us 

parts  where  it  could  be  employed,  it  would  not  increase  the 

cost  of  the  battleship  two  per  cent;  and  yet  only  conceive  of 

the  enormous  increase  in  strength  and  the  increase  of  the 

value  of  the  ship  as  a  weapon  of  offence,  and  the  great  sav- 

ing that  could  be  made  in  the  whole  weight,  thereby  allow- 

ing that  ship  to  carry  more  coal,  heavier  guns  and  more 

munitions  of  war— in  ot  tr'er  words,  at  a  mere  nominal  in. 

-xrease  of  cost  the  actual  value  of  the  weapon  would  be  nearly 

doubled.     In  the  United  States  at  the  present  time,  nickel 

steel  was  being  used   for   armour  plates,  it  was  being  used 

:ibr  the  barrels  of.sm^U  arms,  it  was  being  used  for  large 

'  guns,  it  was  used  for  wire  for  makipg  torpedo  netting,  and 

it  was  being  employed  in  the  construction  oif  vessels.  
The 

Steel  Board  of  the  Navy  Department  had  recommended  that 

the  entire  hulls  of  the  new  battleships  that  were  building 

should  be  constructed  of  nickel  steel.  The  boilers  -that 

were  being  prepared  for  the  "Chicago,"  were  being  made  of
 

nickel  steel,  and  the  shafts  of  some  of  the  new  vessels— t
he 

"Columbia'^"  shaft,  he  thought,  was  an  instance— were  of 

the  same  metal.  Some  reference  jvas  made  to  the  rough- 

ness of  nickel  steel  as  produced.  It  was  certain,  however, 

that  they  could  also  produce  nickel  steel  of  the  very  finest 

"-quality;  ̂ e  held-ioThis  hand  a-little  purse  made  from 

nickel  steel;  it  was  an  alloy  of  twenty-five  per  cent  of  nickel 

and  steel,  and  nothing  could  be  finer  than  the  workmanship. 

It  was  made  by  the  Ferro-Nickel  Society,  of  France,  and 

they  were  producing  a  very  wide  variety  of  articles,  such  as 

bits  for  horses  and  scabbards  for  army  swords;  they  were 

also  making  a  coat  of  mail,  or  a  cloth  of  mail  as  they 

might  call  it,  with  minute  rings,  and  in  every  way  they 

were  making  most  interesting  articles  from  it. -Their  alloy 

possessed  the  property  that  it  did  not  rust;  it  had  perhaps 

all  the  qualities  of  German  silver,  with  very  great  strength; 

it  had  a  tensile  strength  of  over  100,000  Jb.  to  the  square 

inch..  — The  World's  Progress. 

NOTICE    OF    MEETINGS. 

^    1 

Han  FitANfisco  Ciiai'tek,  Amkrican  Institutk  ok   Akchi- 
TKci^,  nit^ts  second  Friday  of  each  mouth  at  40H  California  street. 

Skth  BabsoxV,  Pres.  W.  P.  MooRi::,  yice-Pres. 
Oi.iVKK  KvKHKTT,  Sec.  JoiiN  M.  CuKTis,  Treas. 

ROUTUKR.V    CALfF()R?<T^\    CttAPTKR    AMRRrCAN     iNSTITUirK,.  Off" ARriHTPHTS,  meets  first  Wednesday  of  each  mouth  at  114  Spring 

street,  Los  Angeles,  ('al.  — — 
OcrAVius  Morgan,  Prks.  - — A.  M.  Edklman,  Vice-Pres. 
Arthur  B.  Benton,  Sec't.   August  Wackkrbarth,  Treas- 

Technical  S<>cietv  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  meets  first  Fri da j 
of  ea<'li  month  at  Academy  of  Sciences  liiiildiiif^. 

V.  E.  Grunsky,  Pres.   '  Geo.  W.  Dickie,  Vice-Pres. 
OiTo  Von  Geedehn,  Sec.  W.  ('.  Uai.ston,  Trea.s. 

(-Ai.iFORNiA    EEECTRiCAh  S<MIETV,  meets  the   first   and    third 
Monday  eveninj^.4>f    eudi   monUi   at  tlie  Attademy  of  Sciencea- Buildin^. 

Geo.  p.  Low,  Pres.  C.  O.  Poole,  V^ice-Pres. Max  Caspari,  Sec.  H.  T.  Bf-stor,  Treas. 

LEGAL  DECISIONS. 

From  a  large  number  of  Legal  Decisions  of  the  higher  Court, 

of  the  dijfferent  States  of  tfte  Union,  we  select  afid  publish  in  this 
column,  such  as  appear  applicable  to  this  sectio7i  of  the  country. 

Building  Contract— Change  of  Plan. — Where,  in  an  action 
to  recover  damages  for  prospective  profits  under  a  contract  for 
driving  piles,  which  provided  that  the  architect  might  mal^e 
deviaiions  from  or  alterations  in  the  plan  of  the  work,  it  is  shown 
that,,owing  to  the  formation  of  the  ground,  the  architect  deter- 

mined not  to  liave  the  pflesdriven,  and  there  was  evidence  that, 
after  tlie  contracting  company  knew  of  tliis  determination,  it  re- 

ceived a  contract  for  the  work  substituted  for  the  piles,  it  was  pro- 
per to  refuse  its  request  to  ciiarge  that,  under  the  pleadings,  the 

question  of  waiver  could  not  be  considered.  In  such  a  case  it  waa 
proper  to  charge  that,  if  the  contracting  company  received  from 
the  owner  reasonable  notice  of  the  change  of  plan,  it  could  not  re- 

cover for  any  piling  omitted. 
St.  Louis  Bridge  &  Iron  Co.  v.  St  Louis  Brewing  Ass'n.,  Supreme 

Court  of  Missouri,  31  S.  W.  Rep.  765. 

Agreement  for  Interpretation  of  Building  Contract. — 
A  provision  in  a  building  contract  referring  to  the  architect  "all 
disputes  and  all  (juestions  of  doubt  as  to  the  tenor  and  intention  of 
the  drawings  and  sixjcifications,  or  of  the  contract,"  embraces  the 
question  wBethef  the  coTitractor  and  his  sureties  are  bound  to  re- 

fund to  the  owner  of  the  building  the  amount  paid  by  him  on  a 

^J 
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mechanic's  lien.  Where  the  contract  proviaes  that  tiie  contractor 
sifatll  deliver  the  building  free  from  all  incumbrances  and  shall 
furnish  at  his  own  cost  all  necessary  in  !it<Mials.  Th«  architect  is 
not  disqualified  to  act  as  sucli  referee  because  prior  Lo  so  acting  he 
was  culled  to  a  witnt^ss  in  an  action  between  the  parties  involving 
the  matter  in  dispute. 

Barclay  y.  Deckerhoof,  Supreme  Coirft  of  Pa.  33  At.  Rep.  71. 

liens  covered  not  only  the  buildings  but  extended  to  the  lots. 
Shapleigh  v.  Hull,  Supreme  Court  of  Col.,  41  Pac.  liep.  1108. 

ii^-L;t-i. 

Date  of  Contractf  not  Essential  to  Lien. — The  fact  that 
an  arcliitect  in  his  claim  for  a  lien  on  a  building,  alleges  the  date 
of  the  contract  for  his  services  to  have  been  two  years  prior  to  the 
actual  date,  will  not  defeat  his  lien. 

Pac.  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Fisher.  Supreme  Court  of  Cal.,  42  Pac. 

Rep.  154.  ^_r-: 

When  Partner  may  Assign  to  Himself.— An  assignment 
of  a  partnersliip  claim  by  a  member  of  the  firm  in  the  name  of  the 
firm  to  liimaelf  individually  is  sufficient  to  enable  his  to  sue  the 
claim,  the  other  partners  not  objecting. 

Pac.  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Fisher,  Supreme  Court  of  Cal.  42  Pac. 

Rep.  154. 
Extent  of  Mechanics'  Lien.  An  agreement  was  made 

between  two  persons  for  the  sale  of  certain  lots,  for  a  specified  sum, 
within  a  certain  time  after  the  date  of  the  contract.  The  purchaser 

agreed  to  erect  buildings  on  such  lots,  worH  to  begin  ot  once.  The 
seller  agreed  to  deliver  a  good  and  sufficient  title  to  the  lots  upon 

payment  of  the  contract  sum.  The  purchaser  put  up  his  buildings 
but  never  paid  the  money  or  obtained  the  det^d.  Liens  were  iiled 
by  his  contractors  for  labor  and  materials.     It  was  dcoreed  that  the 

Recovery  for  Conract  VoiuUijder  Statute  of  Frauds.— 
The  value  of  work  and  labor  supplied  under  a  contract  void  by  the 
statute  of  frauds  is  recoverable  upon  the  theory  that  a  benefit  has 
been  recovered,  from  which  springs  an  implied  undertaking  to  pay 
the  value  of  such  work  and  laoor. 
Banker  v.  Henderson,  Supreme  Court  of  New  Jersey,  32  At.  Rep. 700. 

  —   -T—    ' 

Liability  for  Dangerous  Premises. — The  mere  maintenance 
of  a  dangerous  nuisance  upon  one'sinclosed  premises  gives  no  right 
of  action  to  another,  who,  without  necessity,  and  without  invita- 

tion from  tlie  owner,  either  express  or  implied,  voluiAarily 
deviates  from  a  public  highway  adjacent  thereto,  and,  entering 

upon  such  premises,  is  injured  iri  consequence  of  the  existence  of such  nuisance.  If  tlie  nuisance  complained  of  be  by  itself  of  such 
a  dangerous  character  as  that  a  person  of  reasonable  discretion, 
entering  upon  the  premises  of  another,  inclosed  or  uninclosed, 
either  from  necessity  or  u])on  invitation,  express  or  implied,  could 

readily  perceive  its  danger,  and  in  so  entering  such  premises, 
should  sutler  injury  wliich  he,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care, 
could  have  prevented  or  avoided,  he  cannot  recover.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  owner  of  premises  so  to  inclose  a  cellar  which  lies  in 
dangerous  proximity  to  a  public  street  as  to  afibrd  to  one  passing 

along  such  street,. in  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care,  reasonable  im- 
munity against  the  danger  of  casually  falling  cherein.  If  the 

owner  fail  to  perform  this  duty,  and  a  person  exercising  such  care 
so  falls  and  is  injured,  he  is  entitled  to  recover  from  the  owner damages  for  such  injury. 

Hutson  V.  King,  Supreme  Court  of  Georgia,  22  S.  E.  Rep.  615. 

BUSINESS     MOSAICS.    0\ 
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In  our  description  of  the  Heating  and  Ventilation  of  the 

Harrison  School  in  Oakland  in  our  last  number  we  inad- 

vertantly omitted  the  name  of  the  firm  supplying  and  in- 

stalling the  same — a  piece  of  injustice  which  we  hasten  to 

rectify  by  stating  the  firm  in,  question  was  the  Morgan 

Heating  and  Ventilating  Company  who  now  have  their 

officer's  at  Academy  of  Sciences  Building,  Market  street, 
San  Francisco. 

Mrs.  Scraply  (during  the  fight)— Now  have  I  made  my- 

self plain?     Mr.  Scraply— No,  you  were  bom   that   way, 

Fiiceuix  Pure  Paint— Duresco  and  other  specialities 

of  W.  P.  Fuller  &  Co.,  deserve  attention  to  be  drawn  to 
them. 

Clara— Mr.  Mason  paid  me  a  great  compliment  yester- 

day. He  said  I  grew  more  beautiful  every  day.  Maud— 

Well  practice  makes  perfect,  you  know. — Life. 

You  cannot  be  much  out  of  the  way  when  yau  patronize 

home  industry,  certainly  not  when  you  use  a  California  pro- 
duction  that  is  first-class.     Now  P.  &  B.   Building  Paper 

Answers   this  description;  it _  can  be   had  of  the   Paraffine 

The  reader  cannot  be  too  often  reminded  that  he  consults 

his  own  comfort  with  at  the  same  time  a  reduction  of  his 

coal  bill,  and  in  addition  receives  the  thanks  of  his  wife 

when  he  calls  at  226  Post  street  and  orders  a  gas  cooking 

stove  to  be  sent  to  his  home. 

She — Do  you  think  it  would  be  unmaidenly  for  a  girl  to 

propose  to  a  man?  He— Certainly  not;  if  she  is  rich
 

enough  for  ty/o.—New   York  Sun. 

■  '  ■%  - 

J.  L.  Mott  Iron  Wnrks  are  always  found  catering 

to  those  who  think  life  is  worth  living,  and  of  such  are  those 

who  delight  in  lying  enclosed  on  all  sides  by  warm  w
ater, 

with  their  heads  resting  on  Mott's  Patent  Bath  Seat 
 and 

Head  Rest  and  meditating  serenely  on  all  manner  of  thin
gs 

and  even  going  off  for  a  short  time  into  a  dolce  far 
 niente 

dose,  and  when  they  once  more  awake  to  the  stern  
realities 

of  life,  it  occupiel^ut  a  moment  to  lower  the'head  re
st,  form, 

a  seat  and  while  they  are  drying  and  fussing  with  the  upper
 

part  of  their  body  still  leave  the  lower  extremities  
a  chance 

to  get  all  the  good  they  can  out  of  their  surroundings  
before 

"the  final  emergence  from  jhe  blight  tub. .. -  " 

"Johanna,  don't  forget  to  dust  the  br
ic-a-brac. *'~^'No, 

ma'am;  where  do  you  keep  the  ̂ yx-XV— Detroit  Free  Press. 

Paint  Co.,   116   Battery   street,  who    also   are   dealers  in P.  &  B.  felt  and  composition  roofing. ~^^.  E.  Clawsoii    ̂   C'o's.  *'Patent  Hood  or  Throat  and- 

Arch-bar  Combined"  makes  the  best  fireplace  in  the  Mar
ket, 

^(1 
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prevents  all  chance  of  fire  from  the  fireplace  or  flue;  the 

throat  being  in  one  solid  piece  and  a  great  help  to  the  brick- 
layer in  making  a  neat  job. 

* 

**Blykiiis  has  his  own  way  in  his  home."  "Yes.  But 
his  wife  always  tells  Jiim  what  it  is  going  to  be  before- 

hand."—H^'^iV////^/^/;  Star, 

— ^O  far  Ri schnui Her 's  Door  Opener  and  closer  keeps  the 
lead  for  perfectness,  simplicity  and  durability,  and  we  have 

heard  no  complaint  from  its  users  for  want  of  these  qualities, 
and  even  in  houses  where  it  is  roughly  handled  by  tenants 
it  still  Stands  this  rough  usage. 

The  Vulcan  Iron  Works  exhibit  some  fine  specimens 

of  stable  fittings  the  most  complete  of  their  kinds,  and  all 
kinds  of  architectural  and  ornamental  iron  work  at  their 

works,  135-34  Freemont  street. 

Bertie — Did  you  ever  notice  how  Algiers  face  lights  w.^ 

when    he    talks?      Marine — Yes;  he's  lantern-jawed,    you 
know. — Pick- Me- Up.  . 

A.  Steig'er  Sons  stilf  keep  up  their  reputation  for  first- 
class  terra  cotta  work;  and  by  dint  of  this  keep  their  Archi- 

tectural Terre  Cotta  to  the  fore  notwithstanding  the  attacks 

made  on  that  substance  by  the  stone  men. 

X  -3 

ifi'  ii«ax-  - 

; 

r*?"  '*'"'"      '  p 

c 
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*^>riler  in  the^onrtf^hotited  the  Judge.  -"This  is  the 
worst  disgrace  this  court  has  suffered  since  I  was  elected  to 

tlie  judgeship." — Indianapolis  Jourfial. 

She — Yes,  thcy-are  engaged.^  I  know  she  refused  him 
twice,  but  the  third  time  he  proposed  she  accepted  him. 

Her  Husband — Serves  him  right. — Brooklyri  Life. 

.  i- 
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Alvlirado  iirar  Douglas.    Frame  cottage;  owner,  J,  Heyman;  cost  1*2500. 

BroiKl    iitar  riyiiiouth   Avr.     Kirc   ongiiio  liouse;  owner,  City  of  San   Fran- 

~      (Msco;  art'hitrot,  U.  tt.  Wilson;  contractor,  A.  Dahlberg;  coat  W473.  ' 

^  — *- 
-•    ■- •    » 
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Call  lorn  ia  Ave.  an3"Coso  Ave.   Cottage;  owner,  W.  C.  Hamerton;  cost  $1800. 

Clay  near  Jones.  All  work  on  Ave  flats  except  plumbing,  gas-flttlng,  tinning, 
till  root  galvanized  iron;  owner.  William  Pickett;  urcbitects.  Bugbee<& 
Cittsh;  contractor,  Cieorge  Eber;  signed,  Jan.  29;  flletl,  Jan.  30;  costS^Ui. 

Devl»«d«»ro  and  Callf«)rnia.     Alterations;  owner.  La.  M.  Waiter;  contrmctor. 
.   Home  Manufacturing  Co.;  cost  S^^JOO. 

iM^y  andJIyde.  Phunbingand  gaR-fittlng;  owner,  O.  H.  Hund,  architect,  A. 
C.  laitgens; contractors,  Allen  &  I^ooney;  signed,  Jan.  17;  flled,-Jan.  20;  cost 
Sirwu. 

Kills  near  Van  Ness.  AIt«^rations.  etc.;  owner.  Joseph  Henry;  architects,  Cope- 
land  »&  I'ieirc;   contractor,  H.  Pauls,  signed,  Jan.  28;  flled,  Jan.  28;  cost  $4045. 

..ft. •  -.-..-J    ■     _^— 
Firih  and  Hryant.  Elevators;  owner.  Main  &  Winchester;  architect,  H.  (ie  11 

full;  conlractors.  A.  J.  McNicoll  A  Co.;  signed^  Feb.- 4;  tiled,  Feb.  5;  cofst$l575 

Ferry  SI  i  ps  Nos.  4,  .'>  and  6.  Ilepairing  Dolphins,  etc.;  owner,  Board  of  Harbor Commissioners;  contractor,  IJ.  McMahon;  cost  $2100. 

llaiiii»Hhir<>  near  21st.    Cottage;  owner,  J.  P.  Donahue;  cost  $2000. 

Harrison  and  Main.  Found,ry  building;  owner,  Moore  Investment  Co.;  archi 
tccts.  Havens  A  Toepke;  contractor,  Thus.  H.  Day  &  Sons;  signed.  Jan.  20 

flled,  Jan.  21;  cost  $11.'}4. 

Homestead  near  24.    Cottage;  owner,  8.  A.  Bom;  cost  8*^500. 

Ifoward  street  wharf,  pier  2.  All  work'for  coal  bunkers,  etc.;  owner,  B«aver Hill  coal  <'o.-  architect,  Howard  C.  Holmes;  contractor,  Thos.  H.  Day  A {^ons;  signed,  Jan.  31;  flled,  Feb.  4;  cost  $8()41. 

JackMon  near  Nan  Ness  Ave.  Mantels,  etc.;  owner,  H.  Sahleln;  architects, 
.Salrtcld  itKohlberg;  contractor,  h.  and  E.  Emanuel. 

Kearny  and  Post.  Additions  to  White  House;  owner,  R.  Weill  &  Co.;  archi- 
tects, Pissls«t  Moore;  contractor,  Ij.  and  E.  Emanuel;  cost  $1500. 

Market  street  Ferry  Depot  Building.  Htone  work;  owner,  State  ofTalifornla- 
architect,  A.  Page  Brown;  contractor,  C.  F.  McCarthy;  cost  $218,000.  Carpen- 

ter work;  contractors,  Bateman  Bros.;  cost  $48,000.  Galvanized  iron  work- 
contractor,  W.  Cronan;  cost  $43,599.  Painting  work;  contractors.  Smith  <fc 
Sons;  cost  SU,900. 

Market  near  6,  Alterations  to  brick  building;  owner,  Hale  Bros.;  contractor,  L. 
and  E.  Emanuel;  cost  $;i000. 

Market   near  5^  Music  stand,  stairs  and  balustrades  etc.;  owner,  Mrs.  A.  M 

Market  next  to  Parrott  Building.    Alterations  etc.,  owners,  Prager  Bros.;  arcfai   lect^All^nictmtractor,  John  Hayes;  cost  J50QQ. 

Montgomery  an^  Washington.  Alterations anthodditlons;  owner,  Montgomery 
Jilyck  Ii«^al  Estate  Associates;  architect,  T.  J^elch;  contractor,  John  Sath: 
signed,  Jan.  23;  flled,  Jan.  24;  cost  $1483. 

IVew  .<tloutici«mery  <  irand  Hold.  .\  aerations;  owners,  Fay  >k  Foster;  arrSil- tecl,  P.  J.  I>()na.iiuc;  cuti  tractor,  Itue  Contracting  Co.;  siKxieU  Jiui  :^  liitxL 

Jan.28;coRt  JIL%..  "  '      ̂  

I ■•»*«:«»  and Liyon.  Threi-su>ry  Irniiic;  owm-r,  T.  C  Vmi  iHnendort  arrhJtoct  E, 
J.  V  ogei;  coulracu.r.  ii.  (   unie;  ^>J»;iif'<l.  1-Vb.  3;  flU-<l.  K.h.  4;  r«KHt  JTnoO.'  ' 

Pine  near  Lyon.  To  balld;  owner,  Peter  Ptach;  architect,  Dc  Prosse  &  Meuss- 
dorflTer;  contractor,  F.  V.  Stelnnan;  signed,  Jan.  23;  flled,  Jan.  24; cost  »i600. 

Oak  near  Ashbury.  Two-story  frame;  owner,  Catherine  Welneke;  architect  H 

Gellfuss;  contractor,  C;  Schutt;  signed,  Feb.  1;  flled,  Feb.  3;  cost  $4300.       *     * 

Sacramento  near  Walnut.  Two-story  frame;  owner,  Julius  Frankel-  contrmo 
tor,  G.  G.  Gillespie;  signed,  Jan.  15;  filed,  Jan.  16;  cost  $3870. 

Sansome  and  Filbert.  Additions;  owner,  P.  W.  RIordan;  architects,  Wright  A 
Sanders;  contractor,  J.  S.  Mackey;  signed,  Jan.  27;  flled,  Jan.  27,  cost  $2040. 

_Slxrader  near  Waller.    Two-stor/ frame;  owner,  Samuel  Glass;  architect  Wm 
Koenlg;  contractor,  H.  P.Conraday;  signed,  Jan.  14,  flled,  Jan.  16;  cost  $4100* • 

Stuart  near  Mission.    Four-story   brick;  owner.    E.   R.    Llilenthal-   architect Clinton  Day;  contractor,  Riley  and  Loane;  signed,  Jan.  9;  flled,  Jaq.  18;  cost 

$14,443. 
Third  Ave.  near  Clement.  Two-story  frame;  owner,  C.  B.  Adams;  contractor 

A.  J.  Cloud;  cost  $2500.  ' 
Twentieth  near  Diamond.  Two-story  frame;  owner  and  builder  J  A  Mc- 

Conneil;  cost  $5100.  '     ' 
Twenty-secOndwrd  Noe,    Cottage;  owner  and  builder,  H.  Peterson;  cost  $2500. 

Twenty-fourth  and  Douglass.  Two  frame  cottages;  owner,  J.  Anderson  cost 

$4000.  
' 

Yaleneia  and  Stable  Alley.    Three-story  frame;  owner.  Rose  A    Pickering* architects.   Havens  &  Toepke;  contractors,  Ackerson  &  Paterson-  sirned^ 

Jan.  23;  flled,  Jan.  25;  cost  $10,666.  
ir»MjrHon,  signeOj- Mcbster  near  Broadway.  Plumbing  work,  etc.;  owner,  William  B.  Bourn- 

architects,  Polk  A  Polk;  contractor,  H.  Williamson;  signed,  Jan.  31;  filed' 
J  ei)«  3|  cost  $2143.    ■■   -  J    

^®rSnIJ^*^ ''^^'    Cottage;  owner.  Miss  Maria  Holtz;  contractor,  M.  Holtz;  cost $2000. 
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F  great  interest  to  all  real  estate  owners, 

both  present  or  prospective,  is  the 
question  of  improving  the  exisjting 

methods  of  transferring  the  titTe^  Tand, 

The  present  methods  are  cumbersome, 
costly  and  not  always  effective,  to  say 

nothing  of  the  repetition  of  useless  labor 
now  caused  by  the  necessity  of  each  intending  purchaser 

examining  all  the  previous  recorded  transactions  and  tracing 
the  title  back  to  the  original  possessor,  a  never  ending  task 

that  grows  more  burdensome  with  each  successive  transfer. 

The'Torrens'  system  of  transferring  title  possesses  many 
marked  advantages,  and  has  been  gradually  spreading,  but 

at  a  discouragingly  slow  pace.  It  was  adopted  in  Australia 
as  far  back  as   1858,  and  by  neighboring  governments  as 

they  were  conviitced  of  its  advanta gesr— —   — 
But  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  people  in  this  country 

have  no  direct  method  of  introducing  reforms  in  our  legis- 

lative bodies,  we  are  almost  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  our 

politicians,  and  they  as  a  rule  are  too  much  occupied  with 

politics,  to  consider  improvements  in  government.  When 
they  do  submit  such  a  proposition  to  popular  vote,  the_ 

people  are  quick  to  see  and  avail  themselves  of  more  advan- 
tageous methods  as  shown  conclusively  by  the  adoption  of 

the  Torrens'  system  by  Cook  County,  Illinois,  6y  ?ote  of 

82,536  in  favor  of  the  new  system  to  5,279  against  if. 
Here  in  California  our  State  Legislature  has  been  trying 

(unsuccessfully  so  far)  to  get  its  eyes  opened  to  see  the 

advantages  of  the  system,  and  Bills  have  been  introduced 
and  committees  appointed,  but  nothing  has  been  achieved 

as  yet.  However  we  will  continue  to  live  in  hopes,  untiL 

some  reform  party  succeeds  in  introducing  the  "Initiative'* when  desirable  legislation  can  be  voted  on  by  the  people 

without  having  to  wait  the  pleasure  ofthejr  servants.  In 
another  column  will  be  found  an  interesting  article  giving 

many  important  details  of  the  System. 
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N  this  number  we  publish  a  letter  from 

Regent  Keinstein  of  the  University  of 
California,  in  which  he  desires  suggestions 

as  to  the  best  method  of  getting  the  best 

designs  for  a  complete  scheme  for  buildings 
and  grounds  at  Berkeley.  In  oiir  last  two 
numbersw'e  have  threslied  the  matter  of 

competition  prett\'  well  in  so  far  as  general  application  is 
concerned.  From  the  results  thus  obtained  it  will  not  be 

a  difficult  matter  to  make  up  a  program  suitable  for  this 

particular  case.  A  scheme  for  the  competition  evolved  by 
the  Chapters  of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects  iit 
California  would,  we  believe,  by  the  tone  of  the  letter  of 

Mr.  Rcinstein,  be  acceptable  to  the  Regents  and  would  very 

appro])riately  come  from  the  said  Chapters. 

I  St.  Are  the  Buildings  now  on  the  University  grounds  at 

Berkeley  generally  convenient  or  beautiful  and  dp  they 

form  an  Architectural  or  pleasing  ensemble,  or  sufficiently 
so  to  form  part  af  some  complete,  scheme  ? 

2d.  Would  it  be  best  in  a  case  of  this  kind  to  work  to 

some  complete  and  united  plan;  so  that  all  future  buildings 

should  be  built  in  regard  to  such  united  and  complete  plan  ? 

An  answer  to  these  two  questiohs  would  give  an  indica- 

tion of  professional  ideas  on  the  subject — to  reinforce  the 

same,  means  should  be  taken  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  out- 

side Architects  and  Artists  on  said  questions — so  that  a 
consensus  of  the  ideas  of  the  artistic  world  may  be  obtained 

and  have  its  due  influence  on  the  rest  of  the  community  and 

those  having  charge  of  the  interests  of  {he  State. 
Yours  respectfully, 

W.  Jones  Cuthbertson. 

|E  call  the  attention  of  ambitious  architects 

to  the  advertisement  of  the  State  Capitol 
Commission  of  Montana  for  a  new  State 

Capitol  Building  to  be  erected  at  Helena, 
10  cost  one  million  dollars.  The  com- 

missioners state  that  four  adequate  prizes 

have  been  provided  by  law  for  the  best  designs,  and  full 

particulars  can  be  had  by  applying  in  person  or  by  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commission. 

It  is  such  an  unusual  thing  to  hear  that  adequate  com- 
pensation is  to  i)e  given  to  competing  architects,  that  we 

cannot  help  commenting  favorably  on  a  proposition  that  is 
based  on  the  principle  of  just  reward  for  honest  endeavor, 

and  hope  tht  terms  offered  will  be  considered  by  the  pro- 
fession as  adequate  as  they  are  held  to  be  by  the  Com- 

missioners. ' 

i^ 

jiii: 

HE  following  communication  was  read  at 
he   last   meeting  of    the    San    Francisco 

Chapter    of   the    American    Institute,  of 
Architects. 

— -d 

To  the  California  Chapter  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Architects. 

LrKNTi,iCMiiN; — There  is  now  an  endeavor  amongst  the 

artistic  and- aesthetic  circles  of  the  community,  to  raise  a 
sentiment  among  the  public  and  those  interested,  in  favor 

of  the  4uloption  of  a  general  plan,  forming  a  harmonious 

whole,  for  l3liitdihgs^loF^ie^^tMF  University  aY Berkeley] 
so  that  when  it  should  be  decided  to  put  up  any  other  build- 

ing on  the  grounds,  said  building  .should  form  part  of  this 
general  .scheme.  This  seems  to  me  a  laudable  object  and 

one  that  should  arouse  the  sympathies  of  every  true  archi- 
tect and  one  that  .should  especially  be  taken  hold  of  by  your 

Chapter  as  well  as  by  the  Southern  Chapter  forming  as  they 
should  do  the  crystallization  of  Architectural  opinion  in 

California.  An  opinion  coming  from  those  two  bodies- 

ought  to  have  considerable  weight^and  influence  and  mold 
public  opinion  in  the  direction  indicated. 

I  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  an  opinioti  from, youL 
members  be  obtained  as  to  the  matter  and  so  as  to  bring  it 
out  definitely  to  have  it  decidedly  expressed  in  regard  to  at 
least  these  two  questions: 

%.  -_ 

This  resulted  in  the  following  Resolution  being  passed  by 

the  San  Francisco  Chapter  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Architects: 

Resolved — That  most  of  the  buildings  now  on  the 

grounds  are  absolutely  incompatible  with  any  artistic  ar- 
rangement and  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to 

secure  a  future  artistic  and  complete  general  plan  or  arrange- 

ment of  the  grounds  that  a  definite  and  well  arranged  pro- 

gram be  prepared. 

TORRENS'   SYSTEM    OF   LAND   TRANSFERS. 

ONCERNING  that  realty  with  a  good  title 
is  the  safest  of  all  investmeifts,  says  the 

Call,  Iwfvv  shall  the  investor  who  purchases 
a  par(5el  of  land  or  lendshis  money  on  what 
he  considers  to  be  the  security  of  a  good 

title,  know  that  his  money  is  safe  ?  What 
redress  has  he  if  the  title  prove  defective 

and  in  consequence  his  investment  be  a  bad  one  ?  Cogni- 
zant of  these  facts,  legislators  throughout  the  civilized 

world  have  racked  their  brains  in  their  efibrts  to  throw 

safeguards  around  the  ownership  of  land  and  to  enact  such 
laws  and  forms  in  the  transfer  of  same  as  would  afford 

proper  protection  to  the  varied  and  complicated  interests 

concerned.  
~~^ 

The  good  reports  from  the  city  of  Chicago  of  a  system  of 
registration  of  titles,  recentl)  adopted,  and  the  appointment 

by  several  of  the  States  of  commissions  to  examine  into  the 
merits  of  the  Torrens  land-title  law  in  force  in  Australia 

and  in  some  parts  of  England,  and  from  which  the  Illinois 

statute  originated,  makes  the  present  a  fitting   time  for  a 

few  suggestions  concerning  it.       
From  a  lengthy  paper  read  before  the  Six-thirty   Club^ 

recently,  by  Warren  Gregory,   of  Chickering,  Thomas   & 

Gregory,  the  following  excerpts  are  taken: 

— ^^The  two  great  systems  which  existto-day  in  the  records^ 

-^1- 

of  title  are,  first,  a  registration  of  deeds,  and,  secondly,  a 

registration  of  title.     It  is  the  former  which  has  prevailed 

almost  universally  in  the  United  States  from  the   earliest^ 

times.      '  • "Although  the  transfer  of  real  property  is  purety  a  loc^l 
matter   governed  by  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  it  is 

March,  1896.  ] 

4— 

THE    CALIFORNI
A    

ARCHITECT
    

AND    BUILDING  
  
NEWS. 

27 

situate,  nevertheless,  the  general  features  of  this  system  are 
the  same  in  all  the  States.  Its  sole  efficiency  lies  in  the 

fact  that  by  it  is  preserved  a  permanent  record.  The  record 

of -the   deed  gives  it  no   additional   validity    between   the 
parties  whatsoever.  The  sole  purpose  of  recording  a  deed 
is  to  give  notice.  Thus,  section  1217  of  the  Civil  Code  of 

^  this  State  is  'that  an  unrecorded  instrument  is  valid  as 

between  the  parties  thereto  and  those  who  have  notice  there- 

of.' Nor  does  the  transcription  of  the  document  in  a 
special  book  give  it  any  additional  validity.  This  is  simply 

a  matter  of  convenience. 
"Defects  in  the  present  system  are  obvious,  L,ord  Cairns, 

when  introducing  into  Parliment  a  bill  which  I  shall  notice 

hereafter,  declared  that 'the  objections  to  a  register  of  deeds 
are  so  manifest  that  hardly  any  person  in  the  present  day 

would  Venture tap^r-opose  iL   ItJROuld  not  simplify  title  in 
the  lea.st.  It  only  puts  on  a  form  of  record  the  whole  of 
that  multitude  of  deeds  and  conveyances  of  the  extent  and 

complication  of  which  we  already  have  so  much  reason  to 

complain.  You  have  to  investigate  and  search  as  before;  in 
_^addition  to  that  you  have  to  pay  for  searchers  in  the  registry 

and  also  to  pay  in  some  shape  or  other  the  expenses  of  plac- 

ing the  deeds  upon  it.* "With  this  brief  statement  of  a  few  of  the  radical  defects 

in  the  system  of  the  registration  of  deeds  I  pass- to  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  second  system,  viz.,  registration  of  title.  In 

its  essential  features  it  is  practically  the  system  intrcduced 

in  South  Australia  in  1858  by  Sir  Robert  Torrens,  bat  inas- 
much as  the  details  of  the  scheme  differ  somewhat  in  the 

various  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  introduce  it  in 
this  country  I  will  take  as  the  basis  the  recent  act  passed  in 
the  State  of  Illinois  lor  the  County  of  Qook.  I  do  this  for 

the  reason  that  the  act  introduced  in  the  Legislature  of 

California  in  January  of  the  last  year  had  one  feature  quite 

-  unlike  the  Torrens  system.  This  bill  passed  the  Assembly 

at  Sacramento,  but  was  withdrawn  in  the  Senate.  A  gen- 
eral feeling  prevailed  that  not  enough  attention  had  been 

•  given  to  it  to  enable  the  Senators  to  vote  intelligently. 

"The  difference  between  a  registration  of  a  deed  and  the 

registration  of  a  title  is  fundamental.  ■  The  essential  feature 
of  the  latter  is  that  the  title  passes  only  by  the  entry  of  the 

transfer  upon  the  official  register,  and  by  the  virtue  of 

a  deed  between  the  parties.  The  title  thus  transferred  and 

authenticated  gives  an  indefeasible  title.  The  owner  there- 
fore does  not  depend  upon  a  deed  from  his  grantor  but  upon 

a  certificate  of  title  issued  to  him  by  the  official- registrar. 

It  is  therefore  precisely  analogous  to  the  transfer  of  corpor- 
ate stock  or  of  a  ship. 

"This  brier  statement  would  seem   to  be  charming  in  its 

^simplicity  and  effectual  in  operation,  but  the  plan  by  which 

irfen  be  worked  out  presents  l^-  no  means  an  easy  problem. 
First,  the   method  by  which   land   can  be   brought   under 
the  system. 

"In  England  and  Australia  parties  are  controlled  by  no 
constitutional  limitation,  and  therefore  have  the  right 

arbitrarily  to  fix  a  date  upon  which  all  persons  then  regis- 
tered shall  be  admitted  to  be  the  rightful  owners  of  the  prop- 
erty, or  to  create  in  the  Registrar  absolute  authority  to  pass 

upon  the  title  of  every  applicant.  Such  a  ruling  is  not  pos- 
sible in  the  United  States.  For,  if  A  and  B  each  claim  a 

tract  of  land  and  A  succeeds  in  getting  his  title  first  regis- 
tered, B  cannot  thereby  be  deprived  of  his  right  to  apply  to 

the  courts,  for,  if  so,  the  Registrar  would  have  deprived  him 

ning,  to  get  over  this  constitutional  objection.  The  method 
adopted  in  Illinois  is  as  follows:  A  person  desiring  to  have 

his  proper  ;y  regi.stered  must  make  a  verified  application  to 

the  Registrar  setting  forth  in  detail  the  description  of  his 
property,  whether  he  is  married  or  single  and  has  estate  in 
the  land,  and  whether  the  same  be  occupied  or  iWt^ 

"Thereupon  the  Registrar,  through  two  examiners  (at- 
torneys-at-law)  authorized  to  be  employed  by  him,  causes 

an  examination  to  be  made  of  the  title  and  as  to  the  truth, 

of  the  matter  set  forth  in  the  application.  He  makes 

minute  inquiry  as  to  the  possessory  right,  and  posts  up  a 
notice  on  the  property  for  a  period  often  days,  requiring  all 

persons  who  have  any  interest  in  or  claim  to  the  land  to 

appear  before  the  granting  of  the  certificate  of  title.  If  it 

appears  to  the  Registrar  that  the  facts  stated  ni  the  appli- 
cation are  true  there  is  issued  to  the  applicant  a  certificate 

of  title,  and  from  that  time  forth  the  land  is  within  the 

operation  of  the. act.  The  form  of  the  certificate  is  some- 
what as  follows: 

"John  Doe  of  San  Francisco,  aged  twenty-five  years,  un- 

married, is  the  owner  of  an  estate  in  fee  simple  in  the  follow- 
ing land,  subject  to  the  estates,  easements,  incumbrances 

and  charges  hereunder  noted.  '-  '' 
"  'Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  twentieth  day  of 

December,    1895.   ,  Registrar,' "As  soon  as  the  certificate  is  granted  the  Registrar  makes 
and  publishes  in  a  newspaper  a  list  of  all  registrations 

effected  during  the  prece'ding  week  and  also  posts  the  same 
'  in  his  office.  It  is  then  provided  that  no  person  shall  com- 

mence any  action  for  the  land  or  assert  any  interest  therein 

adversely  to  the  first  certificate  unless  they  make  known 

their  claim  ta  the  Registrar  within  five  years  after  the  first 

registration.  It  is  no  exception  to  this  rule  that  the  person 
is  a  minor,  a  lunatic  or  under  disability.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  this  last  provision  attempts  to  meet  the  ronstiluticnatl 

of  his  property  without  due  process  of  law,  contrary  to  the 

fourteenth  amendment.     It  is,  therefore,  essential,  in  begin- 

objection  by  placing  the  foundalLou^^ol^the  title,  not  upon-^ 
any  act  of  the  Registrar,  but  upon  lapse  of  time.  The 
proceeding  is  akin  to  a  suit  to  quiet  title  brought  by  then 

owner  against  all  persons  known  or  Unknown,  A  title  ac- 

quired by  a  decree  in  such  action  has  frequently  been  de- 
clared valid  by  the  vSupreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 

That  the  Legislature  has  power  to  create  this  statute  of 
limitations  or  to  shorten  one  already  existing  is  undoubted. 

"An  objection  may  at  once  be  here  raised,  that  this  pro- 

ceeding would  be  a  sort  of  hornet's  nest  stirring  up  all  the 
slumbering  black-mailers,  who  would  hasten  to  file  a  claim 
on  every  certificate  of  title  issued.  This  is  probably  so,  but 
it  would  have  the  advantage  of  bringing  them  to  the  light, 

for,  having  once  asserted  their  claim  upon  the  register  they 

are  compelled  to  bring  an  appropriate  action  to  assert  their 
claim  within  this  period  of  five  years.  The  machinery  of 
the  courts  would  thus  be  set  in  motion  and  the  true  owner 

would  have  the  right  to  prosecute  it  vigorously  to  a  con- 

clusion. "Possessory  title  is  acquired  after  the  land  has  been  once 

registered,  and  it  is  entirely  optional  whether  it  be  regis- 
tered  or  not,  it  is  transferred  by  a  surrender  of  the  certificate 
to  the  Registrar  and  an  issuance  df  a  new  one  to  the^=: 

grantee.  Between  the  parties  this  may  be  done  by  any  of 

the  recognized  modes  of  conveyance,  and  that  forms  a  cons — 
tract  between  them  which  may  be  inforced  in  law,  but,  as 

stated  before,  its  validity  as  a  conveyance  does  not  exist 

until  the  certificate  is  issued. "If  the  Registrar  i£  satisfied  that  the  supposed  grantor 

appears  upon  the  register  as  the  owner  of  the  land,  he  notes 
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upon  the  original  certificate  the  fact  of  the  transfer,  issues 

a  duplicate  new  one  to  the  grantee,  upon  which  shall  ap- 

pear the  volume  and  page  in  which  the  new  certificate  is 

registered.     And  here  the  second  constitutional  objection 
arises. 

"I^et  us^IipposeTtiat  A  lias  acquired  a  certificate  to  land. 

The  action  of  the  Registrar  was  in  reality  erroneous  in 

issuing  this  certificate,  and  B  is  the  true  owner.  Both  the 

examiners  and  the  Registrar  have  made  a  mistake.  Before 

Bean  make  known  his  claim  A  has  transferred  the  property 

to  C,  who  of  course  relies  upon  the  certificate  and  takes 

-absolirte^tle.  Has  Ii^44ghtto  proceed  in  an  action  at  law 

to  set  the  transfer  aside  ?  Unless  some  provision  were  made 

in  the  act  for  this  contingency,  the  answer  must  be  'yes,' 
because  otherwise  the  Registrar  would  have  usurped  the 

functions  of  a  judge;  that  is,  when  he  pretends  to  decide  as 

between  A  and  B  he  is  really  exercising  a  judical  function, 

and  it  not  being  in  accordance  with  due  process  of  law  the 

proceeding  is  a  nullity.  To  obviate  this  the  following  sec- 

tion is  incorporated  in  the  act: 

— dAlHilealings  with  the  land  or  any  estate  therein,  after 

the  same  has  been  brought  under  this  act,  and  all  liens,  in- 

cumbrances  and  cHarges"  upon  the  same'subsequent  to  the 
first  registration  therec^,  shall  be  admitted  to  be  subject  to     J| 

"There  is  of  course  the  possibility  of  a  certificate  being 

forged,  but  this  exists  to  even  greater  extent  in  the  present 

system,  and  the  cases  at  present  in  which  a  notary  has  been 

deceived  as  to  the  identity  of  the  person  making  the  oath 
are  exceedingly  rare. 

"So  long  as  A  retains  the  title  B  is  not  in  any  way  pre- 
vented from  still  recovering  the  land  from  him  in  an  action. 

But  if  A  transfers  it  to  C,  an  innocent  holder,  then  B  is 

compelled  to  make  his  claim  for  damages  to  the  State.       — ^. 

"In  Australia  there  has  been  created  an  insurance  fund 

and  a  tax  of  one-fifth  of  one  per  cent  is  levied  upon  every 

transfer  for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  the  Government. 

This  feature  li&s  not  been  incorporated  in  the  Illinois  sys- 

tem, owing  to  th^  five  year  limitation  clause.  Where, 

as  in  Australia,  an  arbitrary  time  was  fixed,  it  was  found 

necessary  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  a  mistake,  but 

it  was  thought  in  Illinois  that  the  five  year  clause  would 

g  ve  ample  opportunity  for  adjusting  every  possible  case. 

"The  limits  of  this  paper  forbid  a  detailed  examination 

of  all  the  features  of  the  act.  Once  given  a  conclusive  start- 

ing-pointrits  workings  appear  to  be  simple  and  perfectly 

feasible,  and  it^seenis  to  be,  in  the  opinion  of  theT)esfTeal- 
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the  terms  of  this  act  and  to  such  amendments  and  alterations 

as  may  hereafter  be  made.  -  The  bringing  of  land  under  this 

act  shall  imply  an  agreement  which  shall  run  with  the  land 

that  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  the  terms  of  the  act  and 

all  amendments' and  all  alterations  thereof.* 
"In  other  words,  by  bringing  his  land  under  this  act  the 

owner  makes  an  agreement  tljat  the  registrar  may  super- 
vise all  transfers  of  title  that  may  hereafter  take  place. 

  AAThe  registrar  is  created  an  arbitrator  for  the  purpose  of^ 

deciding  those  questions.  It  hgs  frequently  been  held  that 

an  agreement  to  submit  a  matter  to  arbitration,  as,  for  ex- 

ample, the  ordinary  arbitration  clause  in  insurance  policies, 

is  valid,  and  although  this  question  must  first  be  decided  in 

the  courts  before  absolute  safety  is  felt,  it  would  seem  to  be 

a' valid  condition;  at  least  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  emi- 
nent coiistitutional  lawyers  who  passed  upon   the   Illinois 

The  provision  extending  the  statute  fbrlivfe  years  to 

minors  and  infants  is  one  which  has  occasioned  much  diffi- 

culty. Ordinarily,  of  course,  the  statute  of  limitations  itself 

does  not  run  as  against  a  person  who  is  under  disability. 

But  if  we  were  to  except  minors  or  lunatics  from  the  opera- 
tion of  this  act  it  would  be  necessary  to  examine  every  title, 

for  certainty  could  not  exist  as  long  as  there  was  a  possibil- 

ity of  an  adverse  claim. 

^  "No  clear  starting  point  can  be  had  which  does  not  cut 
off  all  claimants  alike.  This  section  was  taken  from  the 

burnt  record  act  of  Illinois,  already  referred  to  as  amended 

in  1887,  and  which  amendment  has  thus  far  proved  satis- 
factory. 

-     "The  certificate  granted  by  the  Registrar  is  an  absolute 

"    guarantee  of  title.     Should  the  Registrar  and  his  examiners 
—  make  a  mistake  the  State  is  responsible.     But  is  is  urged 

that  if  A  succeeds  in  -getting  a  certificate  to  land  to  which 

*:— B  is  justly  entitled,  B  may  not  wish  to  have  damages  merelyv 

but  may  wish  his  identical  land  restored.     It  may  be  a  homc- 

steadi  or  dwelling  to  which  he  is  particularly  attached.     To 

"^thisthe  answer  is,  the  possibilities  of  error  are  very  few. 

estate  lawyers  who  have  seen  the  plan  in  actual  operation, 
that  there  is  no  insurmountable  objection  to  the  application 

^tlie  system  to  this  State  and  country.  „^ 

"It  is  commonly  urged-  that  the  fact  that  it  Tiais  worked 
remarkably  well  in  Australia,  where  the  source  of  title  is 

very  near  and  where  the  complications  in  transfers  are  very 

few,  is  no  argument  for  its  adaptability  to  this  country. 

"Lord  Coleridge,  late  Chief  Justice  of  England,  in  1872 

in  speaking  of  the  applicability  of  this  system  to  England 

declared  he  'had  never  been  able  to  perceive  the  obstacle  to 

applying  to  land  the  system  of  transfer  which  answered  so 

"well  when  applied  to  shipping,  but  as  his  learned  brethren- 
one  and  all  had  declared  that  tp^ be  impossible  he  had  be- 

come impressed  with  the  belief  that  there  must  be  something 

wrong  with  his  intellect,  as  he  failed  to  perceive  the  impos- 
sibility. The  remarkably  clear  and  logical  paper  which 

was  read  by  Sir  R.  R.  Torrens  relieved  him  from  that  pain- 
ful impression,  and  the  statistics  of  the  successful  working 

of  his  system  in  Australia  amount  to  demonstration,  so  that 
the  man  who  denies  the  practicability  of  applying  it  might 

as  well  deny  that  two  and  two  makes  four.' 
"It  seems  to  me  that  with  us  in  California  the  application 

of  the  system  should  be  particularly  easy.  We  have  had, 

under  the  control  of  our  Spanish  land  grants,  a,  well-known 
instance  of  an  attempt  to  form  a  conclusive  starting  point 

by  the  application  to  the  commission  of  1852.  .  We  are  still 

a  comparatively  young  State,  and  whatever  errors  are  now 

upon  ourland-title  records  will  be  perpetuated  as  time  goes 

on.  It  is  certainly  a  subject  for  consideration  as  to  the  ad- 
visability of  a  thorough  study  of  this  question  in  order  to 

impress  the  Legislature  with  its  importance." 

WASHINGTON    CHAPTER    OF    THE    AMERICAN    INSTI- 
TUTE  OF  ARCHITECTS. 

■Vt- 

In  the  course  of  eighteen  years  in  New  South  Wales  and 

Tasmania  not  a  single  claim  has  been  made  against  the 
Government.  ^, 

'n'T  the   regular    monthly   meeting    of    the   Washington 
j\   Chapter  of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects,  held 

Friday  evening,  February  7,  1896,  the  following  resolution" "was  passed:    ^ 

"We,   members  of  the   Washington  Chapter,  American 
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Institute  of  Architects,  wish,  both  as  a  body  and  as  in- 

dividuals, to  protest  against  certain  statements  published  in 

Harper's  Weekly  oi  December  28,  1895,  the  Utica  Globe  of 

January  18,  1896,  and  other  papers  of  recent  date,  in  which 
Mr.  Edward  P.  Casey,  son  of  Genl.  T.  L.  Casey,  is  put 

prominently  forward  as  the  Architect  of  the  new  Congress- 
ional Library  building  in  this  city. 

We  are  familar  with  this  building  from  its  beginning  to 

the  present  time,  and  feel  that  no  one  can,  with  propriety 

or  honesty,  be  entitled  to  the  credit  as  Architect  of  this 

building  except  J,  L-  Smithmeyer  and  Paul  J.  Pelz.  They 
have  devoted  the  best  years  of  their  lives,  from  1873  to  1893, 

in  perfecting  the  plan  and  in  designing  the  exterior  and 

interior  of  this  building.  ~ 
Official  documenf^  prove  that  the  work  was  commenced 

by  act  of  April  15.  1886,  und^r  the  direction  of  Smithmeyer 
and  Pelz,  Architects.  In  1888,  Genl.  T.  L.  Casey,  father 

of  the  alleged  Architect,  was  placed  in  ''charge,  with 

directions  to  complete  the  building  according  to  the  draw- 

ings of  Smithmeyer  and  Peiz,  omitting  four  of  the  stack- 
rooms  in  the  interior  courts^ 

of  southern  growth.      The  distribution  of  tests  by  species 
stands  as  follows: 

Southern  pines,  5  species   20,341 

Northern  pines  2        "        *   ;     1,097 
Bald  cypress   ^„^       4,126 
White  cedar^^.   

»••«•>»>< 

Oregon  fir,  10  pieces        276 
Conffers   26,083 

Gum,  red        867 
Oaks,  white,  4  species   T    .;...^....    4,052 

"      black,  5       "   .,^^^   .77.... ........ri^,  4,301 

Hickory,        8      •"       .,   ;   u"  *•   '    3>oii 

Elm  2  "  ...*Vr>Trr....    409 

-_^?f* 

"When  FauTTT.  Pelz  was  discharged,  March  29,  1892,  GenTT 

T.  L.  Casey,  U.  S.  A.,  wrote  him  that  "as  you  have  entirely 

completed  the  designs  for  the  architectural  characteristics 
and  features  of  the  building  for  the  Library  of  Congress, 

both  of  the  exterior  and  interior,  *  *  *  J  have  to  .state  that 

your  services  will  be  no  longer  required  by  the  Govern- 
ment." The  alleged  Architect,  Edward  P.  Casey,  was  not 

employed  in  any  capacity  on  the  building  before  this  date. 
We  desire  in  justice  to  two  members  of  our  profession, 

that  the  press  of  the  country  will  publish  this  protest,  and 

we  further  recommend  the  American  Institute  of  Architects 

to  take  official  action  in  reference  to  the  matter. 
=^    ̂ -  .-^^    -        (Signed)  __ 

Robert  Stkad,  President. 
Glenn  Brown,  Secretary. 

Total         39,437 

You  will  note,  that  of  Northern   timbers  only  the  white 

and  Norway  pines  have  been  .tested  in  a  small  way  and  of 

Oregon  fir  only  a  few  random  sticks  sent  in  by  an  interested 

party;  all  others  are  southern. -Of  these  sticks  only  a  portion  on  Longleaf  pine  was  com- 

UNITEb"**^  STATES      DEPARTMENT     OF     AGRICULTURE, 

DIVISION    OF   FORESTRY,   WASHINGTON,  D.  C, 

MARCH  2,  1896. 

^€.V-
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Walter  G.  Berg,  Esq.,  Principal  Assistant  Engineer,  Lehigh Valley  R.    R.,  Jersey  City,  N.J. 

Dear  Sir: — Replying  to  your  request  for  information 

regarding  the  status  of  the  timber  test  work,  especially  as 

regards  the  kinds  tested,  number  of  tests  and  the  data 

worked  up,  which  I  understand  you  desire  in  order  to  keep 

the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers  informed  as  to  the 

progress  of  this  work  most  interesting  to  them,  I  may  make 

the  following  brief  statement: 

The  total  number  of  tests  made  at  the  mechanical  labora- 

tory to  January  31st,  was  39»437»  which   during  February 

-will  be  brought  up  to  about^^irSOCV  when  all  the  material 

"collected  will  be  tested  and  the  work  for  the  present  aban- 

doned under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

In  the  above  number  the  moisture  determinations  which 

—  accompany  the  tests  are  included  reducing  the  actual  num- ber  of  mechanical  tests  to  probably  35,000. 

The  material  for  these  tests  was  specially  collected  in  the 

"woods,  comprising  356  trees  representing  32  species  mainly 

pTTed  and  worked  up  in  Bulletin  eight.  There  are,  however, 

now  the  entire  data  on  Southern  pine  worked  up  in  manu- 

script. The  average  results  will  presently  be  stated  in  an 

eight  page  circular,  the  status  of  the  printing  fund  of  the 

Department  preventing  for  the  present  the  issue  of  a  full 
bulletin.  There  will  then  still  remain  nearly  as  many  data 

referring  to  other  species  undigested. 
You  will  however,  understand  that  this  test  work  differs 

from  oth*r  testing' done  hitherto,  in  that  it  places  reliance 

onl:5^T)n  large  numbers.  Hence,  for  instance,  the  276  tests 

on  Oregon  fir  would  hardly  warrant  us  in  drawing  any  con- 

clusions, they  are  not  better  than  any  other  tests,  except 

that  their  moisture  condition  is  noted,  which  is  to  be  sure 
"one  important  advantage: 

On  the  other  hand,  for  the  Southern  pines  we  may  claim" 
to  have  such  a  series  of  data  as  to  make  It  unnecessary  for 

anybody  else  to  test  these  timbers  again;  they  cover  such  a 

large  number  under  all  sorts  of  conditions  that  absolute 
confidence  in  the  reliability  of  the  data  for  the  range  of 

strength  in  the  specie^  should  be  accorded  to  them. 

At  the  same  time  the  confusion  existing  in  engineers' 
tables  with  regard  to  the  kind  of  pine  (names  or  species) 

should  not  be  permitted  any  longer,  especially  since  the 

various  species  promiscuously  referred  to  as  southern  pine, 

yellow  pAe,  pitch  pine,  etc.,  differ  up  to  twenty  per  cent  in
 

average  strength  values. 
But  the  mere  establishment  of  the  strength  values  does 

not  exhaust  the  usefulness  of  these  data;  they  were  to  be 

used,  and  will  be  used,  if  we  are  permitted,  to  establish 

such' relationships  as  will  lead  to  the  formulation  of  rules  of 

inspection— Wi^-  most  important  object  c^  these  investiga- 
tions—as a  result  of  which  the  engineer  or  other  consumer 

will  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  comparative  value  of  th
e 

piece  in  hand.  — —   —^   
Vox  such  purpose  the  existing  data  may  sometimes  

not 

even  prove  sufficient  and  would  have  to  be  suppleme
nted 

by  new  data  obtained  under  special  conditions.  __.^ 

One  of  the  investigations  of  this  nature  directly  
interest- 

ing to  the  engineer  is  that"on  the  relation  of  tests  on  l
arge 

and  small  sizes.  Here,  too,  our  number  of  tests  is 
 still  too 

small  for  safe  generalization,  although  not  less  tha
n  340 

large  columns  and  beams  have  been  tested,  
with  the  inter-^ 

esting  and  readily  explained  result  that  for  s
ymmetrically 
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cut  beams  (heart  in  center)  the  values  are  as  laige  and 

sometimes  larger  than  for  the  average  of  the  small  pieces 

cut  from  the  same  beams;  while  the  columns  give  mostly 

but  not  always  lower  values,  yet  the  results  are  so  variable, 

that  no  trustworthy  ^lumerical  data  have  been  attained,  the 

range  in  individual  cases  being  as  much,  as  fifty  percejaL._. 

At  present  the  work  will  be  abandoned  for  the  fiscal  year, 

the  allotment  of  funds  having  been  exhausted,  about 

$40,000  iii^^all  having  been  spent  so  far.  An  attempt  to 
work  up  the  test   results,  at  least  for  data  of  strength,  will 
b€  made. 

In  the  reading  of  the  appropriations  for  this  Division  for 

the  next  year  the  reference  to  this  line  of  work  has  been  left 

out,and,a  discontinuance  is  probably  contemplated.  A  bill 

making  special  appropriation  for  its  continuance  has  been 

introduced  in  the  Senate  (S.  1214),  but  its  passage  is  ex- 

ceedingly questionable. 

Regretting,  then,  that   I   cannot   report   to   you    a   more 

hopeful  outlook. Yours  very  truly, 

■^    ■■  ■    (Signed)         B.  E.   Fernow,  Chief. 
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THE  TALL  OFFICE  BUILDING  ARTISTICALLY  CONSIDERED. 

«fJN  unpromising  subject  has  been  tackled  by  Louis  H. 

/I  Sullivanwhen  he  discants  on  "The  Tall  Office  Build- 

ing Artistically  Considered"  in  Lippijicotts'  Magazine. 
Thus  considered  the  problem  resolves  itself  into  the  fol- 

lowing, according  to  Mr.  Sullivan:  "How  shall  we  impart 
to  this  stark,  staring  exclamation  of  eternal  strife,  the 

graciousness  of  those  higher  forms  of  sensibility  and  culture 

that  rest  on  the  lower  and  fiercer  passions  ?  How  shall  we 

"proclaim  from  the  dizzy  height  of  this  strange,  weird,  mod-- 
em  housetop  the  peace  evangel  of  sentiment,  of  beauty,  the 

cult  of  a  higher  life?"  ^ 
A  problem  indeed  of  great  difficulty;  for  the  associations 

t>f  a  tall  office  building  are  such  that  the  cult  of  a  higher 

life  (except  in  a  physical  sense)  has  as  much  chance  to  grow 

therein  as  a  rose  on  the  top  of  a  granite  boulder. 

Another  difficult  problem  to  solve  is  what  are  the  "higher 
forms  of  sensibility  and  culture  that  rest  on  the  lower  and 

fiercer  passions."  It  must  be  an  unstable  resting  place 

fer  those  higher  forms. 

The  normal  type  of  office  buildings  consist  of: 

"ist,  a  story  below-ground,  containing  boilers,  engines^ 

of  various  sorts,  etc.,— in  short,  the  plant  for  power,  heat- 

ing, lighting,  etc.,  2d,  a  ground-floor,  so-called,  devoted  to 
stores,  banks,  or  other  establishments  requiring  large  area, 

ample  spacing,  ample  light,  and  great   freedom   of  access. 

3d,  a    second   story   readily   accessible   by    stairways — this 
space   usually  in  large   subdivisions,    with    corresponding 

liberality  in  structural  spacing  and  in  expanse  of  glass  and 

breadth  of  external  openings.     4th,  above  this  an  in3tfin\te 
number  of  stories  of  offices  piled  tier  upon  tier,  one  tier  just 

like  another  tier,  one  office  just  like  all  the  other  offices, — 

an  office  being  similar  to  a   cell  in  a  honey-comb,  merely  a 
compartment,  nothing   more.     5th    and  last,  at  the  top  of 

this  pile  is  placed  a  space  or  a  story  that,  as  related  to  the 

"T^ife  and  usefulness  of  the  structure,  is  purely  physiological 
in   its   nature, — rnamely,  the  attic.     In  this  the  circulatory 

system  x:ompletes  itself  and  malces4ts^^and  turn,  ascending 
and    descending.     The   space   is   filled   with   tanks,  pipes, 

valves,  sheaves,  and  mechanical  etcetera   that  supplement 

and  complement  the  force-originating  plant  hidden  below- 

ground  in  the  cellar.  Finally,  or  at  the  beginning  rather, 

there  must  be  on  the  ground-floor  a  main  aperture  or  en- 

trance common  to  all  the  occupants  or  patrons  of  the  build- 

ing." 

^  The   practical   way  of  treating  such  a  building  is   very 

justly  given  by  Mr.  Sullivan: 

"Beginning  with  the  first  story,  we  give  this  a  main  en- 

trance that  attracts  the  eye  to  its  location,  and  the  remain- 

der of  the  story  we  treat  in  a  more  or  less  liberal,  expansive, 

sumptuous   way,— a   way   based   exactly  on    the  practical 

necessities,  but  expressed  with  a  sentiment  of  largeness  and 

freedom.     The  second  story  we  treat  in  a  similar  way,  but 

usually  with  milder   pretension.     Above   this,  throughout 

the  indefinite  number  of  typical  office-tiers,  we  take  our  cue 

from  the  individual  cell,  which  requires  a  window  with  its 

separating  pier,  its  sill  and  lintel,  and  we,  without  more 

ado,  make  them  look  all  alike  because   they  are  all  alike. 

This  brings  us   to  the  attic,  which,  having  no  division  inio^ 

office-cells,  and  no  special   requirement  for  lighting,  gives 

us  th£  power  to  show  by  means  of  its  broad  expanse  of  wall,— 

and  its  dominating  weight  and  character,  that  which  is  the 

"  fact,— namely,  that  the  series  of  office-tiers  has  come  defi- 

nitely to  an  end."  "   

■i^ 

He  then  remarks  that  the  chief  characteristic  of  the  tall 

office  building  is  its  loftiness— and  that  the  man  that  lives 

of  his  life  and  for  his  life  in  the  fullest,  most  consummate 

sense  "must  realize  at  once  and  with  the  grasp  of  inspira- 

tion that  the  problem  of  the  tall  office  building  is  one  of  the 

most  stupendous,  one  of  the  most  magnificent  opportunities 

that  the  Lord  of  Nature  in  his  beneficence  "lias  ever  off'ered to  the  proud  spirit  of  man. 

.^^hat   this   has   not   been   perceived — indeed,   has   beeBL=_ 

flatly   denied — is   an  exhibition  of  human  perversity   that 

must  give  us  pause." 
I  must  be  one  of  those  exhibitions  of  human  perversity 

for  I  fail  utterly  to-see  iMn  that  light. 

The  raison  d'etre  of  the  tall  office  building,  the  mercantile, 

financial  and  other  commercTal  purauits  for  which  it  is  used, 

fail  to  arouse  in  the  ordinary  man  the  enthusiasm  exhibited 

by  our  essayist.     It  is  no  doubt  a  fact  that  the   tall   office 

building   is   tall,  but  that   fact   alone   cannot   enthuse   the 
artist.     That  thrill   cannot  come  over  him  as  he  gazes  up 

the  lank  sides  of  the  tall    office  building  although  it  does 

soar  into   the   heavens  and  may  be   adorned  in   the   most 

artistic  manner,  that  comes  over  him   as  he  gazes  up  the '^ 

straight  majestic  trunk  of  the  mighty  Redwood  and  finally 

feasts  his  eyes  upon  the  gently  swaying  mass  of  foliage  out- 

lined against  the  heavens— or  even,  to  a  less  extent,  as  he 

follows   with  his   eye  the   outlines  of  the    tapering   spire, 

massive  tower  or  dome  of  some  building  dedicated  to  the 

higher  susceptibilities  of  human  nature. 
Never  can  the  tall  office  building  vie  with  eiUier  of  these 

in  exciting  artistic  feeling;  for  the  idea  represented  by  it  is 

an  idea  entirely  incommensurate  with  its  size  and  as  well 

may  the  frog  try  to  inflate  itself  to  the  size  of  the  ox  as 

may  the  tall  office  building  attempt  to  take  hold  of  a  natural 

and  artistic  natiire  in  such  a  way  as  such  other  things  we 

have  mentioned  in  our  example. 

As  Mr.   Sullivan  says:    "The  law    \s—fo7m   ever  follows 

function'' — therefore  whea  the  iunctioa   is  unenobling  the 

form  must  be  the  same,  and  the  more  this  function  is  ex- 

hibited as  it  should  be  by  the   true   architect  the   truth  is 
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more  exposed,  and  although  he  will  naturally  show  the  best 

side  possible  of  that  function,  for  he^  detests  anything 
hideous — still  its  natural  infirmity  must  be  brought  to  light, 

and  must  cast  its  blighting  shadow  upon  the  whole  edifice — 
and  the  only  effect  on  an  artist  would  be  the  admiration 

caused  by  the  perfect  way  in  which  its  functions  have  been 

sublimated.  . 
If  we  are  to  believe  that  the  author  feels  that  the  exhi- 

bition of  the  functions  of  the  office  building  alone  without 

sublimation  enough  to  make  them  unrecognizable  can  excite 

thoee  thrilling  effects  upon  the  artists  nature  which*he  por- 

trays, then  it  is  hard  to  reconcile  this  with  his  wind  up.      - 
"When  we  know  and  feel  that  Nature  is  our  friend,  not- 

our implacable  enemy, — that  an  afternoon  in  the  country, 
an  hour  by  the  sea,  a  full  open  view  of  one  single  day, 

through  dawn,  high  noon,  and  twilight,  will  suggest  to  us 

so  much  that  is  rhythmical,  deep,  and  eternal  in  the  vast  art 

of  architecture,  something  so  deep,  so  true,  that  all  the 

narrow  formalities,  hard-and-fast  rules,  and  strangling 

bonds  of  schools  cannot  stifle  it  in  us — then  it  may  be  pro- 

claimed that  we  are  on  the  high-road  to  a  natural  and  satis- 

fying art,  an  architecture  that  will  soon  become  a  fine  art  in 

the  true,  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  an  art  that  will  live  be- 
cause it  will  be  of  the  people,  for  the  people,  and  by  the 

people."  ^.  J.  C. 
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roundings  and  the  present  buildings  on  the  grounds,  though 
they  are  considered  as  merely  temporary.  _  ̂ 

The  Faculty  would  make  out  a  list  of  the  requirements 
for  an  ideal  University,  which  the  competing  architects 

WQuld  be  expected  to  plan  for  this  site. 
The  time  given  for  the  competitors  will  depend  largely  on, 

the  views  of  the  leading  architects  of  the  Country  in  thati 

regard.     Without    knowledge   on    that   subject,  we   figure 
that  six  months  would  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 

This  is  a  State  University,  with  a.s.sets  of  about  eight 
million  dollars,  and  a  permanent  tax  for  its  support  of  one 

4iiiU_on  the  dollar  of  the  increasing  taxable  wealth  of  the 

^tate.  - 
The  buildings  are  to  be  erected  as  required,  but  it  is  ex- 

pected that  the  next  Legislature  of  the  State  will  grant  the 

University  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  build- 

ing purposes,  and  it  seems  probable  that  say  a  million 
dollars  will  be  expended  for  improvements  within  the  next ten  3«iWts. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Regents  will  give  from  five  thousand 

to  ten  thousand  in  prizes^  in  the  competition.  I  should  as- 
sume that  the  architect  whose  plan  was  selected  would  have 

the  supervision  of  all  buildings  erected  during  his  lifetime. 
For  your  views  on  these  points,  and  everything  germane 

to  this  subject,  prior  to  April  twentieth,  I  should  be  greatly 
obliged.  Yours  very  truly, 

New  York,  February  27,  1896. 

Dear  Sir: — We  have  just  received  a  copy  of  your 

January  number,  in  which  there  is  a  long  article  concerning 
the  University  of  Berkeley,  quoting  several  architects 
opinions  in  the  matter  of  the  proposee  work,  and  though 

we  are  quoted  correctly,  the  portion  quoted  ig*fiot  the  sense 

of  our  ktter.   , — .^   ._   
San  Francisco,  March  14,  1896. 

The  California  Architect  and  Building  News 

J)EAR  Sirs: — The  Board  of  Regents  of  the  University  of 

California  has  set  apart   April  28,  1896,  to  discuss  the  best 
methods   of  obtaining   a   permanent   grand    plan    for    the.^ 

grounds  and  buildings  of  the  University  at  Berkeley,  Cali- fornia. 

It  Would  seem  that  the  Board  is  required  by  law  to  have 

a  competition,  that  is,  it  is  required  to  "advertise  for  plans." Under  these  circumstances,  as  I  have  been  requested  to 

make  a  report  to  the  Board  on  this  subject,  you  would 

oblige  me  greatly,  if  you  would  give  me  your  judgment  as 
to  the  best  method  of  having  such  a  competition  to  secure 
the  selection  of  the  best  plan. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  there  should  be  a  Board  of 

three  or  five  experts  advisory  to  the  Regents — that  the 
majority  of  this  Board  should  be  selected  by  the  ten  leading 
architects  in  the  Eastern  States,  and  the  balance  to  be 

selected  by  the  five  leading  architects  of  this  State.  This 

Board  of  experts  or  Advisory  Board  might  have  added  to  it, 

if  it  were  deemed  advantageous,  three  members  selected 

from,  say  Harvard,  Yale  and  Chicago  UnrveTsities,  as  they 

would  be  presumed  to  have  knowledge  and  experience  in 
such  matters,  but  the  final  decision  would  rest  with  the 

Board  of  Regents.  ^'':-  ' The  Board  of  Regents  would  send  to  all  competing  archi- 
-tects,  a  topographical  map,  and  perhaps  papier  mache  cast 

of  the  University  grounds,  and  full  photographs  of  the  sur- 

We  hold  practically  the  same  views  as  Mr.  Sullivan  arid 

are   absolutely  opposed   to   competitions.     We   undertook, 

however,  to  explain  the  best  conditions  under  which  a  com- 
petition could  be  conducted,  if  one  is  absolutely  necessary. 

We  would  appreciate  a  correction  from  you. 

Yours  truly, 

Carrere  &  Hastings. 

[We  did  not  make  Messrs.  Carrere  &  Hastings'  opposition 
to  competitions  sufficiently  prominent  and  are  glad  of  the 
opportunity  of  correcting  any  wrong  impressings  made  by 

not  publishing  the  whole  of  their  letter. — Ed.] 

LEGAL  DECISIONS. 

Irom  a  large  number  of  Legal  Decisions  of  the  higher  Court, 

of  the  dijffere7tt  States  of  the  U7iion,  we  select  a?id publish  in  this 
column,  such  as  appear  applicable  to  this  sectioji  of  the  country. 

Fraud  of  Contractor  and  Owner  will  not  Prevent 
Lien.— In  an  action  to  enforce  a  mechanic's  lien  in  favor  of  a  sub- 

contractor, notwithstandiiig  the  contractor  liad  covenanted  that 
no  liens  should  be  flled,  on  the  ground  that  though  the  title  stood 
in  the  name  of  the  sister  of  the  contractor,  the  latter  was  whole  or 
part  owner  of  the  property,  and  the  wliole  scheme  pf  having  it  put 
in  her  name,  and  his  making  the  contract  and  covenant  was  a  mere 
device,  participated  in  by  both  of  them,  for  the  purpose  of  mislead- 

ing and  defrauding  strangers  to  the  title  who  should  furnish  labor 
and  material,  the  Hupreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  lield  such  evi- 

dence sufficient,  thougji  it  would  not  be  to  create  a  resulting  trust 

"Sd verse  to  thci  holder  of  the  legal  title. — "" — : — — ,-—   ^^— .   
Brllman  v.  Heron,  32  Atlantic  Reporter,  294. 
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