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/ EDITOR’S LETTER /

Ne Chair
as a sftory

WHEN HANS WEGNER WAS AT THE BEACH ONE DAY IN 1949, he
began digging in the sand to create the perfect slant for the most com-
fortable repose. When he found it, he used its angle and shape to create
the Flag Halyard chair. In the early 1950s, when Arne Jacobsen wanted to
challenge himself with newly available technology that eschewed steel
and wood framing for sculptable hard foam, he gravitated toward the
most pure and natural shape he could think of that took advantage of an
amorphous shape: the egg. Charles and Ray Eames designed a molded
plastic chair to answer the challenge of creating a piece of furniture out
of one single piece of material. And Irving Harper, attempting to prove
that furniture could be mass-produced and customizable, created the
Marshmallow sofa; the buyer could add any number of “pops” in any of a
range of colors to the order to create a seating option available in myriad
lengths and colors.

The study of Mid Century Modern design style is infinitely fascinating,
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as the artistic engineers of the era tapped into both the creative and
mathematical sides of their brains to redesign and invent the everyday
elements of life—sofas, chairs, teapots, etc.—for a changing world.

Every year in this issue we aim to highlight and celebrate these achieve-
ments by bringing an extra layer of understanding as to why the beloved
designs of the era endure as they do. We also visit homes, designers
and makers today who embody this spirit and work to both preserve this
genius design from the past and blend it with fresh approaches to design
that capture the MCM vibe today.

I hope you find something in these pages that deepens your apprecia-
tion for this era we love so much.

Jickie Torres
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MID-MOD LIVING

30 Blue Beauty 86 The Emotion of Home

A Palm Springs home gets splashes of blue and A look at warm modernism and

other sea-inspired motifs to transform it into a how to design a modernist interior

watery desert oasis. with soul.

44 Playful Preservation 94  Small Kitchens With Big Style

This 1960 hillside home combines mid-mod How to design an MCM space that

charm and bold modern updates for a colorful delivers memorable moments.

take on MCM style. \
100 Destination Eichler

56 Seeing the Light Bringing your Mid Century Modern o ) .

Completely hidden from the street, this lakeside style ideas together doesn't have

home was renovated to take in the view. to be a nightmare. Here's how your
passion can light the way. i

68 Building a Haven
How this mid-century California property became
a beautiful and necessary home away from home.

12
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CREDIT: JUSTIN CHUNG

R

HOUSE TOUR: VISIT A JAPANESE COOL STUFF: BITOSSI AND BEYOND, A GUIDETO
HOME IN LA MCM CERAMICS

In the Los Angeles neighborhood of Mount Washing- From sculptural art for your shelves to functional designs
ton, a 1955 house has been transformed into an MCM for your dining table, Mid Century Modern ceramics are
Ryokan-inspired home. Take a tour of this tranquil and an iconic collectible. Learn about collecting or gifting
inspiring home. these timeless pieces.

CREDIT: MARK HOGAN/CC-BY-SA-2.0.

RETRO ROAD TRIP: MEXICOS NATIONAL MUSEUM MOD INDEX: WALTER GROPIUS, VISIONARY

OF ANTHROPOLOGY FOUNDER OF BAUHAUS

The National Museum of Anthropology is Mexico City's Learn more about the career of Walter Gropius, who
largest and most popular museum. Learn about the founded the Bauhaus school and pioneered modernist
extraordinary collections it houses as well as its incredible architecture in the U.S. and Europe.

team of MCM architects.

A
o @ LOOK FOR THIS
THROUGHOUT THE
Follow us online on ISSUE TO SEE WHAT
Facebook, Pinterest and EXTRA CONTENT
Instagram daily! YOU'LL FIND

ONLINE.
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CREDIT: COURTNEY APPLE

CREDIT: CARSTEN JANSSEN/CC-BY-SA-2.0-DE.
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MODERN
PERFORMANCE

AND UNMISTAKABLE STYLING

When your kitchen transforms into a space fashioned uniquely

to your style, you experience an unparalleled sense of home.

Even when embracing popular kitchen design trends, the result is
completely original once merged with the unmistakable styling of
Northstar appliances from Elmira Stove Works.

Get up close and personal with your new appliances from Elmira.
The chrome is real, the finishes are polished to perfection, and
the performance is fully modern. From interior LED refrigerator
lighting and filtered water dispensers to sealed gas burners and
true convection ovens, the features are rich, and the Canadian
handcraftsmanship is truly remarkable.

Begin your design journey with our industry-leading kitchen
visualizer. Visit us online and craft a style all your own.

elmirastoveworks.com/visualizer/northstar

f E L M I RA elmirastoveworks.com
STOVE WORKS 800-295-8498




/ TAKE IT HOME /

The best in design-focused furniture.
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/ TAKE IT HOME /
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/ ILLUMINATE /
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Spotlight

Design-focused ceiling lighting to brighten any room.

By IAN McMASTER

1. Axiom pendant by Robert Abbey, $902 (prices subject to
- change). Visit Lumens.com.

= — 2. Doo Wop pendant by Louis Poulsen, $1,255 (prices subject
to change). Visit Lumens.com.
3. Medieval iron retro single-head Bauhaus pendant light,
$169.99. Visit homdiyhardware.com.
4. Retro Bullet swing-arm chandelier, $495. Visit hiphaven.com.
5. Alpine clear globe, $237. Visit illuminatevintage.com.
6. Luna rod pendant with 12" clear shade, $429. Visit
schoolhouse.com.

12 atomic-ranch.com THE DESIGN ISSUE e 2023 o o
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Clean Aesthetics: The slimmest profiles available

and minimal exposed hardware.

Easy Operation: Smoothest and easiest operation
of any folding glass wall.

th e re | ath n S h l p Barefoot Friendly: Sill design offers a smooth

indoor-outdoor transition.

b etv\/e e n b U | ‘t S p a CeS Flexible Stacking: Unlimited widths with flexible

panel stacking to the left or right, inward or
a n d n atu re outward opening.
Secure & Durable: Tamper-resistant locks enable
peace of mind. Air, water, and forced entry tested.

Available in 6 e
) ‘ NanaWall.com
three different )
) ; 800 873 5673
material choices: ALUMINUM WOoOoD CLAD
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By LAURA SHIMKO
Photography by JOE TIANO OF PRO EXPOSURE

Architecture by JARL JASINSKI | Design by ELIN WALTERS

Mid Century

This Covid-era new build borrows from its lakefront landscape and
evokes a classic MCM vibe with contemporary touches.

WHEN HOMEOWNERS ANDREA AND MARK BRIMMER
DECIDED they wanted to raise their family in a Mid Centu-
ry Modern home, they knew that they would have to build
it themselves. “We have both always loved mid-century
design,” Andrea says. “For us, it brings back the joy and
happiness of our childhood.” They purchased a two-acre
lot surrounded by woods next to Lake Ponemah in Fen-
ton, Michigan, to make their dream a reality.

They sent an email to architect Karl Jasinski—a fellow
enthusiast of MCM architecture and design—in the hopes
that he would respond. “Literally one hour later, he replied
to our email and attached sketches of both the exterior
and interior of the home,” Andrea says. “He was clearly as
excited as we were!”

Andrea and Mark hired Elin Walters of Exactly Designs
to work on the design of the home and ensure their

14 atomic-ranch.com THE DESIGN ISSUE e 2023

aesthetic goals were met. The build started right before
Covid hit, which caused the entire project to take roughly
22 months to complete with some challenges due to
material shortages and shut downs.

Inspired by Donald Wexler, William Krisel and Alexan-
der Homes, Andrea and Mark wanted to bring in a des-
ert-modernism look combined with a midwestern, Frank
Lloyd Wright feel replete with lots of wood, earth tones
and Roman brick. The abundance of windows create an in-
door/outdoor connection with views of the lake and allow
in natural light, while the butterfly roof lines and V-shaped
porch support create a visually stunning curbside view.

"We wanted something that would stay in our family
forever: timeless, significant and a ‘livable’ home where
we could create memories and joy,” Andrea says.
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/ DESIGN ICON /

Mid Century
in Motion

Spotlight on Saul Bass, the architect
of mid mod CINMA. &, mark wendez

B B

HENRY JONES
NOVEL DENTRE LES

£

PIEARE BON
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1CHCOCK ALEC COPPEL & SAMUEL TAYLOR TECHNICOLOR'| @»

(ABOVE) WHILE MOSTLY KNOWN FOR HIS
CINEMATIC CAREER, BASS ALSO DESIGNED
SOME OF THE WORLD'S MOST WELL-KNOWN
CORPORATE LOGOS, SUCH AS CONTINEN-
TAL AIRLINES, QUAKER OATS, THE GIRL
SCOUTS, AT&T, WARNER BROS. AND GEFFEN
RECORDS. PHOTO TAKEN MARCH 6, 1985, IN
HIS OFFICE. (PHOTO BY TONY BARNARD/LOS
ANGELES TIMES VIA GETTY IMAGES).

FROM KEY ART TO TITLE SEQUENCES,
American-born graphic artist and filmmak-
er Saul Bass is the godfather of motion
design for cinema. Born and raised in the
Bronx, New York, in 1920, he was the son
of Eastern European Jewish immigrants.
As a student, Bass began working with a
Manhattan ad agency. His first jobs were
designing movie posters for one of the
agency's biggest clients: Warner Bros.
Studios. By the 1940s, Bass made the
move to Hollywood and began designing
print advertising for such films as “Cham-
pion,” “The Moon is Blue” and “Death

of a Salesman,” all films by controversial
director Otto Preminger. Preminger, known
for his use of off-limit topics and taboos for
his films, was highly impressed with Bass'
work. It was here that Bass was introduced
to the process of filmmaking.



HENRY FONDA
CHARLES LAUGHTON

DON MURRAY

WALTER PIDGEON
PETER LAWFORD GENE TIERNEY

FRANCHOT TONE

LEW AYRES
BURGESS MEREDITH EDDIE HODGES

PAUL FORD GEORGE GRIZZARD

INGA SWENSON OTTO PREMINGER PRESENTS

[T

(ABOVE) ONE OF BASS' MANY EARLY COLLABORATIONS WITH OTTO
PREMINGER. 1962'S DRAMA “ADVISE & CONSENT.” (PHOTO BY MOVIE POSTER
IMAGE ART/GETTY IMAGES)

(RIGHT) FROM COLOR TO TYPOGRAPHY, THIS POSTER IS WIDELY CONSIDERED
ONE OF SAUL BASS' FINEST WORKS. OTTO PREMINGER'S 1957 HISTORICAL
DRAMA “SAINT JOAN,” STARRING JEAN SEBERG. THE FILM IS AN ADAPTA-
TION OF GEORGE BERNARD SHAW'S PLAY. THE POSTER ARTWORK BY SAUL
BASS. (PHOTO BY MOVIE POSTER IMAGE ART/GETTY IMAGES)

(OPPOSITE, BOTTOM) WIDELY CONSIDERED SAUL BASS' MOST ICONIC POST-
ER DESIGN FROM ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S 1958 PSYCHOLOGICAL THRILLER
"VERTIGO,"” STARRING JAMES STEWART AND KIM NOVAK. (PHOTO BY MOVIE
POSTER IMAGE ART/GETTY IMAGES)

Bass’ work with Alfred Hitchcock,
including “North by Northwest,”
“Vertigo” and “Psycho,” are some of
his most memorable title sequences
and key art. These iconic works are
the foundation of Mid Century
Modern art and design for cinema.

2023 » THE DESIGN ISSUE atomic-ranch.com 17




GEORGE C.SCOTT/ORSON BEAN/RUSS BROWN/MURRAY HAMILTON/BROOKS WEST screenplay by WENDELL MAYES from
the best-seller by ROBERT TRAVER photography by SAM LEAVITT production designed by BORIS LEVEN produced and directed by
» music by Duke Ellington 4

OTTO PREMINGER/a Columbia release

His groundbreaking work came with Preminger’s “The Man
with the Golden Arm,” starring Frank Sinatra, a film about a jazz
musician’s struggle to overcome a heroin addiction. Tradition-
ally, film advertising leaned heavily on fanciful art and words
collaged around primary actors and actresses in an attempt to
sell the stars, rather than sell the story. Bass created a controver-
sial title sequence and poster with a central graphic of a man'’s
arm—assumed to be heroin-riddled because of its crooked
appearance. Then, film opens with bold white lines skidding
across the screen, cutting into the frame and coming in-between
the credits. The line moves, comes and goes, slashes and divides
until it descends down in the frame a final time to morph into the
memorable crooked arm.

Production Pioneer

Breaking from conventional style, Bass’ designs omitted im-
ages of the actors, instead focusing on graphic design elements,
which he then set into motion, replacing static images with
mood and energy, foreshadowing for movie patrons the events
they were about to see. The role he played allowed the audience
to see plot details revealed before the show even began.

Bass is known stylistically for his non-conforming, geometric
design. A fan of the Bauhaus movement, he felt that design had
the ability to change society. At the same time that Mid Century
Modern architects and designers were leaning on simplified geo-
metric forms for their rooflines and furniture, Bass was drawing
upon similar elements of simple, hand-drawn shapes, bold colors
and the art of minimalism.

His work with Alfred Hitchcock, including “North by North-
west,” “Vertigo” and “Psycho,” are some of his most memorable
title sequences and key art. These iconic works are the founda-
tion of Mid Century Modern art and design for cinema.

Saul Bass continued a lucrative career in Hollywood for
decades, working with highly acclaimed filmmakers such as Billy
Wilder, Stanley Kubrick and Martin Scorsese. Bass died on April
25, 1996, at the age of 75, due to complications from non-Hod-
gkins lymphoma. €

SAUL BASS' FIRST COLLABORATION WITH CONTROVERSIAL DIRECTOR

OTTO PREMINGER. PREMINGER'S 1955 DRAMA “THE MAN WITH THE

GOLDEN ARM,"” STARRING FRANK SINATRA, KIM NOVAK AND ELEANOR

PARKER. (PHOTO BY MOVIE POSTER IMAGE ART/GETTY IMAGES)

18 atomic-ranch.com THE DESIGN ISSUE e 2023

A GREAT EXAMPLE OF
BASS' USE OF HAND-
DRAWN SHAPES, BOLD
COLORS AND MINIMAL-
ISM. OTTO PREMINGER'S
1959 DRAMA “ANATOMY
OF A MURDER.” (PHOTO
BY MOVIE POSTER IMAGE
ART/GETTY IMAGES)

KIM
NOVAK
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JONATHAN ADLER

72060 CA-111 Ste A, Rancho Mirage CA 92270 760-636-4135
hello@modfloors.com www.ModFloors.com




/ ON DESIGN /

How Armet Davis Newlove Architects
nopularized Googie on the Street corner.

By Jickie Torres | Photos courtesy of Angel City Press
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BOB'S BIG BOY FAMILY RESTAURANT; FRESNO, CALIFOR-

NIA, C. 1962 // THE TWO TAPERED, PERPENDICULAR SPIRES
SUPPORTING THE SIGN OF THIS BOB'S IN FRESNO, SHOWN IN
THE COLOR SKETCH AT TOP, BECAME A STANDARD FEATURE
OF THE CURVED-ROOF PROTOTYPES FOR BOB'S BIG BOY
RESTAURANTS. | BUILT; PROTOTYPE DESIGN

, _' — ~ _,
D ES T AURANT -

Mp PAOL

= -
CUOMMINGSG « MR. LOU LEGSED .. __

mE LiNTON-AGCHITEET

THE FERVOR FOR FUTURISM during the
post-war design boom is perhaps most
distilled in Googie-style architecture.

To appreciate its impact on the average
citizen, look to Los Angeles and the
buildings designed by Armet Davis New-
love Architects. Michael Murphy along
with prolific architectural historian Alan
Hess chronicle the journey from drafting
table to drive-up in their book Googie
Modern: Architectural Drawings of Armet
Davis Newlove.

“For the price of a hamburger or a
tuna melt, ordinary Angelenos could be
a part of the future at any Googie coffee
shop,” Hess writes. Indeed, the firm's
specialty in coffee shops, diners and
eateries such as Denny’s, Big Boy's and
Norm'’s popularized the Space Age ar-
chetype. "Googie expanded the concept
of Modernism in three significant ways:
it is fundamentally democratic as part
of the daily life of the average person;
it enthusiastically incorporates pleasure

in its designs; and it is an architecture of
modern communication .... Projecting a
structure’s purpose, location, and charac-
ter was a key concept in Googie design,”
Hess explains. “The roof itself served as
an abstract canvas for broadcasting the
building’s presence on a busy commercial
strip site. It may have seemed exag-
gerated to some critics, but it was the
appropriate scale to be legible to a mo-
torist driving by at 40 mph. The glass wall
stretching across the entire facade was
an eye-catching, three-dimensional bill-
board, showing off its product in a bright,
colorful tableau of happy customers.”
The book conveys not only an origin
story but also the ripple effect these
works had in an evolving American
cultural landscape. Told through more
than 175 renderings from the ADN
Architects archives and brilliantly
elucidated by Hess, it's a must-read
for modernist fans, design buffs and
pop-culture enthusiasts. @

| GOOGIE MODERN

ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS OF
ARMET DAVIS NEWLOVE
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Googie Modern: Architectural
Drawings of Armet Davis New-
love by Michael Murphy with
text by Alan Hess, published
by Angel City Press, (c) 2023.

(TOP) HUDDLE RESTAURANT; PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, 1954 // THE RESTAURANT WAS PLANNED WITH A VAULTED, THIN CONCRETE
SHELL STRUCTURE OVER TWO LEVELS. GOOGIE'S FORMS TURN THE ENTIRE BUILDING INTO A SIGN TO ATTRACT MOTORISTS'
ATTENTION. | CLIENT: PAUL S. CUMMINS | RENDERINGS BY LEE LINTON
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/ TAKE A SEAT /

ne
Wassili
Chair

Marcel Breuer’s pivotal design
was a watershed moment for the
hirth of modernism. sy vickie Torres

ONE OF THE MOST REMARKABLE ASPECTS OF
MODERN DESIGN is just how groundbreaking
they were, especially relative to the popular aes-
thetic of its time. Case in point: the Wassily chair
designed by Bauhaus pioneer, Marcel Breuer,

in 1925 and considered today to be an icon of
the modernist furniture movement. At a time
when homes were mostly colonial, Greek revival - =
or English in style and filled with the vestiges of
Victorian furniture, the steel tube and leather chair
was aggressively different and defiant.

(ABOVE) PHOTO BY KAI 'OSWALD' SEIDLER. BAUHAUS BUILDING
WASSILY CHAIRS BY MARCEL BREUER (1925/26)

Inspired by the bicycle frame and
later named after friend and fellow
Bauhaus School instructor Wassily
Kandinsky (for whom Breuer created
a duplicate of his prototype for his
home), Breuer’s chair is a study in
constructivist theory—that is, that we
learn by building upon our existing
foundation. Breuer attempted to
take the classic club chair and reduce
it to its simplest form. Additionally
guided by the De Stijl movement,
which emphasized vertical and
horizontal geometry, this left Breuer
to expose the chair’s elemental lines
and key planes.

Breuer, a master carpenter at the
Bauhaus, aimed to exemplify the
movement’s unification of art and
industry with his creation—and he
did—quite possibly forever changing

\ k the trajectory of furniture design
) = to come. @
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KNOLL WASSILY CHAIR BY MARCEL BREUER,
$3,633, VISIT DWR.COM.




/ ATOMIC KITCHENS /

[he Architect's
KITCHEN




HOW TO BALANCE COMFORT AND
] EFFICIENCY IN A SMALL SPACE.

By Dana Mauer
Photography by Andrew Giammarco
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“THE SPACE STILL NEEDED A SUNLIGHT VIBE AS IT CAN BE
A BIT GRAY AND GLOOMY IN OUR WET SEATTLE WINTERS,”
SAYS DESIGNER KATHLEEN GLOSSA. “"WHITE CAN FEEL
TOO COLD, SO WE OPTED FOR A MCM MIX OF ELONGAT-
ED HEXAGON TILES IN DEEP ORANGES AND GREENS AS
THEY COMPLEMENT THE WALNUT CABINETRY.”
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RICK'S WIFE, KRISTEN, FOUND THIS
DINING ROOM TABLE IN BONE JAX,
AN ANTIQUES STORE IN PORTLAND,
OREGON. THE CHAIRS ARE MOLDED
PLYWOOD FROM CHERNER CHAIR.
RICK HAD ALWAYS WANTED MOLDED
PLYWOOD CHAIRS AND BOUGHT
THEM WHEN THE PROJECT WAS
NEARLY FINISHED.

Have yOU ever WOﬂdel’ed what choices an archi-

tect would make in their own home renovation project? Architect Rick Ches-
more and his wife, Kristen, live in a 1958 Snow White model home developed
by Bell and Valdez in Lake Hills, the first planned-unit development of MCM
homes in Bellevue, Washington. But it needed some major modifications to
make it fit their lifestyle.

“We have performed four different remodels over the past 30 years, dou-
bling the size and removing walls to achieve more open spaces for entertaining
and modernization with newer finishes and materials,” Rick says.

Let in the Light

Rick needed a solution to improve the home's lack of light. Even though
there are a few skylights bringing in natural light, more light sources were
required. “We didn't have much lighting in the great room, so we added 2-inch
diameter can lights for general lighting, accent lighting at art walls and pendant
lights over the island and the dining area,” Rick says. The LED adjustable can
lights wash the walls with light rather than aiming the light straight down.

Island Design

When designing the kitchen'’s new central island, Rick added a steel-tube
structure underneath to distribute the load to the new stainless-steel furniture
legs. A round steel column under the island holds the electrical needed for
outlets, an undercounter microwave and a docking drawer. The island matches
the floor-to-ceiling walnut cabinets and Fenix laminate doors’ walnut inset.

Working with Kathleen Glossa, founder of Swivel Interiors, they chose
anti-fingerprint Fenix laminate in the color Grigio Londra for the island. “Rick
and Kristen really embraced my invitation to allow the island to feel more like
a piece of furniture, as it would also lighten its impact in the room,” Kathleen
says. “Rick sourced the fun, tapered metal legs allowing the new island to float
above that stunning terrazzo floor,” she says.
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ALDEN B. DOW
HOME & STUDIO

The Alden B. Dow Home and Studio engages the imagination and elicits emotional
315 POST STREET responses in all who experience this powerful statement of Mid-Twentieth Century
MIDLAND, MI 48640 Modern architecture. Planted into an encompassing pond, the Home and Studio is alive
with reflective light, soaring roof lines, diverging angles, brilliant color and the perfect
(866) 315-7678 balance of enticement and tranquility. It truly is an “oasis of architecture and inspiration.”

Schedule your visit for architectural tours, educational programs, Michigan history and
adeW-Org much more.
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“I'm a big fan of the wood material extending to the ceiling,
and that one [detail] has really finished the kitchen off nicely.”
—Rick Chesmore

Backsplash and Bar

“Kristen had some fun selecting the colorful backsplash tiles,”
Rick says. She chose a Pratt and Larsen pattern called Small Picket
Smooth in orange, gray, green and cream white. To avoid big outlet
boxes on the walls, Rick used Sillite outlets. “These are inset into the
tile and have a 2-inch diameter white cap, so they're not noticeable,”
Rick says.

Bright Terrazzo

Opting for a bright kitchen, inspired by their frequent visits to
Palm Springs, meant replacing the darker marmoleum floor. “We
had to reframe the floor to achieve more depth, as we wanted to
install a 2-foot by 2-foot terrazzo tile floor with a heated floor mat,”
Rick says. They decided on thicker, concrete-base terrazzo tile from
Artistic Tile.

"The glass pieces are the perfect complement to the existing
brick fireplace wall and the walnut and laminate cabinets and add a
24-7 light vibe to the kitchen we could not have accomplished with
porcelain tile,” Kathleen says. €

SEE RESOURCES, PAGE 110
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(TOP, LEFT) AWALNUT DOOR ON THE FRONT

OF THE 18-INCH WIDE SUB ZERO WINE FRIDGE
KEEPS MATERIALS CONSISTENT AND TIES IT

TO THE ROOM AND CABINETRY. KEEPING THE
MATERIAL LIST SHORT HELPS TO EMPHASIZE THE
DETAILS AND STRUCTURE OF THE SPACE.

(TOP, RIGHT) DESIGNED WITH LEGS TO LOOK LIKE
A PIECE OF FURNITURE, THE ISLAND FLOATS IN
THE CENTER OF THE KITCHEN. A WARM WALNUT
VENEER FRAMES THE FENIX LAMINATE CABINETS
AND DRAWERS IN GRIGIO LONDRA, A DARK
GRAY SHADE WITH GREEN UNDERTONES. THE
HANGING PENDANT LIGHTS OVER THE ISLAND
ARE BY LOUIS POULSEN.
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5 Ways to Maximize a Small Kitchen
MAKE THE MOST OF ANY SMALL KITCHEN WITH THESE PRO TIPS.
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Keep your material list short. “This allows the few materials to emphasize the de-
sign, as often projects can become overwhelmed with too many material differenc-
es,” Rick says. “I'm a big fan of the wood material extending to the ceiling, and that
one [detail] has really finished off the kitchen nicely.” Look for places the lines in your
kitchen can be lengthened with a single material.

Do more with less. “Multifunction ovens (steam, convection, microwave) can
increase or decrease the number of appliances to plan for,” Kathleen says. Downsize
kitchen appliances and tools by replacing them with hardworking multitaskers.

Create a focal point. What do you see when you walk into a room? In spaces that
are awkward or not intentionally left blank, consider something eye-catching. “Creat-
ing an art or display area on a wall that's first viewed when one enters the space can
make a big visual impact,” Kathleen says.

Thin out undercounter storage. The cabinets may be full, making you wish you had
more room or better organization, but do you need everything in there? “Try moving
these items into boxes in the garage and notice how rarely you ever go looking for

any of them,” Kathleen says. “Once they're in boxes, they are all ready for donation.”

Buy functional items you love looking at. Not all appliances can be condensed or
hidden. “When you have appliances that need to remain on the counter 24-7, like
the coffee maker, it helps to dial up the charm. We sourced a vintage mug tree from
Etsy to hold a collection of mid-century coffee mugs,” Kathleen says.
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LIGHT ACID-WASHING
ON THE ORIGINAL BRICKS
BRIGHTENED UP THE
WALL'S COLOR, AND
THE EXISTING INDOOR
BUILT-IN BARBECUE WAS
CONVERTED TO AN AP-
PLIANCE GARAGE. THEY
HOUSE THE ESPRESSO
MAKER, ESPRESSO CUPS
AND A STAINLESS-STEEL
DRAWER FOR ROOT VEG-
ETABLES. “"WE PLACED

A CLEVER ABSTRACT
PAINTING BY RYA WU

ON THE EXISTING BRICK
WALL WHERE THE GAP
BETWEEN INSET CABINE-
TRY NEEDED A VISUALLY
ENGAGING MOMENT,”
KATHLEEN SAYS.
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THE LIVING ROOM'S HANGING
LIGHT FIXTURES FEEL LIKE
MOONS IN A CONSTELLATION
OF STARS SHOOTING ACROSS
THE CEILING. HANGING AT
DIFFERENT HEIGHTS, THE
LIGHTS OFFER A PLAYFUL NOTE,
ESPECIALLY WHEN PAIRED
WITH THE CORAL PINK OF THE
SITTING CHAIRS NEARBY.
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MCM ARCHITECT WILLIAM KRISEL DESIGNED THE HOME'S SIGNATURE BUTTERFLY

ROOFLINE, OBSCURING THE CIRCLES HIDDEN INSIDE THE HOME.

Pairing Mid Mod styles with
mOdern needs takes finesse. But Michelle
Boudreau, interior designer and environment
curator, rose to the challenge set by the own-

ers of this beautiful Palm Springs abode. They
wanted Michelle to merge MCM design with
modern approaches to living. But perhaps more
than anything, they wanted her to redesign the
property with fresh styles and color palettes in
mind. Hence, blue hues and a whimsical motif of
circles flow through the house, splashing on walls
and through hallways, and finding their way into
every nook and cranny.
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MODERN MEETS CONTEMPORARY

Built in 1958, the house sits in the historic
neighborhood of Vista Las Palmas in Palm Springs.
Renowned architect William Krisel designed the
house and made sure to top it off with the signature
Butterfly roofline. Many years later, the current own-
ers of the house approached Michelle for help with
the full remodel. They admired her experience and
passion for reviving Mid Century Modern homes.
As a designer, she is known for carefully blending
MCM style with contemporary ways of living or
décor preferences. "The owners also really liked
the way | work with color and pattern in an elevated
way,” Michelle explains. “We hit it off right away!”



(BELOW, RIGHT) THE ENTRYWAY USES THE DESIGN “RULE OF THREE” TO CREATE A SENSE OF FULLNESS
WITH THE THREE DECORATIVE OBJECTS ON THE TABLE AND THREE HOUSEPLANTS IN THE CORNER.
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(BELOW) MICHELLE INCORPORATED A CORAL-PINK (OPPOSITE) ACCORDING TO MICHELLE, THE REVIVED BUBBLE

ACCENT COLOR THROUGHOUT AS A PLAYFUL FOIL TO CHAIRS CREATE A SPACE FOR ENJOYING THE DESERT
THE BLUE MOTIF. THIS CONTRAST ALSO KEEPS THE THEME LANDSCAPE. “THE CUSTOM CURVED FURNISHINGS PROVIDE A
MODERN AND FRESH RATHER THAN TOO HEAVY-HANDED. SITTING ENVIRONMENT THAT IS LIKE A WARM HUG."”
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The primary goals for the renovation
were to emphasize the existing struc-
ture, as it had beautiful bones, and
to redesign the interiors for modern
living. "I approached the redesign to
feel like it fit naturally into the environ-
ment of the house, but created custom
details that were unique to this home,”
Michelle says. She added important el-
ements like a custom built-in sofa and
made sure it had multiple blue fabrics
in a clean geometric shape to fit the
owners' preferred aesthetics.

BLUE 0ASIS

Michelle wanted to capture the own-
ers’ colorful personalities and interests.
“They are passionate about sailing and

traveling in the beauty of the oceans
and seas,” she says. Thus, the house
now uses variations of water colors to
flow throughout the home, ranging
from vibrant turquoise to rich navy
blues. While many Mid Mod homes
lean warm with orange and yellow, Mi-
chelle wanted the home to feel refresh-
ingly cool, but that doesn’t mean warm
tones are avoided altogether. To allude
to the sandy beaches and shorelines of
their adventures, Michelle also added
touches of coral colors and blush tones
throughout. The pinkish shades render
another throughline to the rooms,
enriching the home with a sense of
warmth and softness, especially when
juxtaposed with the cool blue colors.
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THE GLASS SHELF MICHELLE CHOSE FOR THIS HANGING SHELVING UNIT NOT ONLY PROVIDES EASY e
ACCESS TO THE OWNER'S SPIRITS OF CHOICE BUT CREATES THE ILLUSION OF FLOATING GLASS

BOTTLES. THE WOOD PANELING ON THE WALLS MOVES THE EYE UPWARD TO NOTICE THE CURIOUS

FLOATING BOTTLES ALONG WITH THE FLOATING SPHERES OF THE GRANDIOSE LIGHT FIXTURE ABOVE

THE TABLE. BACK AT THE BAR, THE LEATHER-COVERED STOOLS INCLUDE A THIN METAL BASE, WHICH / ’

ALLOWS SIGHT LINES TO THE BRASS FACING ON THE BAR, CREATING YET ANOTHER TRICK OF SIGHT.
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THE DESIGNER CREATED A WARMER AND MORE FUNCTIONAL KITCHEN THAT HAD A LOT OF PERSONALITY. “WE CHOSE TO

GO WITH BLUE BASE CABINETS AND TOP CABINETS MADE OF WALNUT FOR A MIX OF RICHNESS AND WARMTH,” SHE SAYS.
“YOU'LL FIND HINTS OF BRASS THROUGHOUT, HONORING THE METAL THAT ORIGINALLY GRACED MANY MID-CENTURY HOMES,
INCLUDING ON THE OVERSIZED ISLAND PENDANTS THAT ARE THE JEWELS OF THIS ROOM."

MICHELLE SAYS IT WAS IMPORTANT TO CELEBRATE
THE ORIGINAL ARCHITECTURE AND REDESIGN

THE PROPERTY WITH UNIQUE PERSONALITY

AND STYLE IN AN ARTFUL WAY BY SEAMLESSLY
MERGING MATERIALS AND NEW SPACES WITH
MODERN TECHNOLOGY WHILE RESPECTING

THE MID-CENTURY CHERISHED DESIGN DETAILS.
THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE RENOVATION WAS TO
ESTABLISH A GOOD RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
EXISTING STRUCTURE, AS IT HAD BEAUTIFUL BONES.

“The mixtures of shape and patterns create dimen-
sion and individuality to the home and invite you to
explore the interesting differences of each room,” she
says. The resulting look is a blue oasis in the Califor-
nia desert, and the soft colors of the blues, blush and
touches of white create a sense of calm.

COMING FULL CIRCLE

Michelle wanted the home to feel smooth, so she
leaned head and shoulders into circles for the shape's
perfect simplicity and to add another subtle allusion to
the owners’ travels. “The circle shapes were inspired
by sea portholes and the shape that was used often in
the original era,” Michelle says. “| translated the shape
in new and unpredictable ways.” For example, the
revived bubble chairs in the living room create a space
for enjoying the desert landscape and swinging in style,
“but they also provide a sitting environment that is like
a warm hug,” she says.
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THE OWNERS LOVE TO HANG OUT AND CONVERSE WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS WHILE PREPARING MEALS, BUT THEIR PREVIOUS
KITCHEN DIDN'T HAVE ENOUGH COUNTERTOP SPACE AND LACKED STORAGE. “THEY DREAMED OF A BAR AREA WHERE THEY
COULD MAKE AND SERVE COCKTAILS WHILE THEY ENTERTAINED,” MICHELLE SAYS. THE KITCHEN WAS OPENED UP WITH
SLATED SCREEN DIVIDERS TO THE LIVING ROOM WITH ITS 40-FOOT WINDOWS TO ENJOY THE VIEW OF THE MOUNTAINS.

T i | i il
i N e —
'.'“- - = . A =3 | =y J

Like seafarers on their own unique ocean voyage, guests to the home can wind

their way through the house, stopping to note every example of Michelle's reimag-
ining of MCM style. In the guest room, cobalt-blue energizes the walls around a
scalloped bed and play against the circle tiles. Everywhere, thoughtful curated dé-
cor and details mix with modernity and contemporary living. “Really, it's a vacation
home that embraces the Palm Springs lifestyle,” Michelle says. &
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(TOP) A CUSTOM-CREATED BUILT-IN SOFA COMES WITH TRI TONES OF VELVET FOR COZY
COMFORT FEELS FOR GUESTS WATCHING TV IN THE EVENINGS OR LISTENING TO VINTAGE
VINYL RECORDS. THE CACTUS WALLPAPER GIVES THE ROOM A TOUCH OF TEXTURE AS WELL.
(ABOVE) IN THE DEN, UNIQUE CACTI-INSPIRED WALLPAPER CREATED BY MICHELLE FRAMES
THE NOOK NEAR THE TV. THE TILE IS A SURPRISING BLUE AND WHITE, MADE MORE
UNEXPECTED WHEN JUXTAPOSED WITH THE LIVE CACTUS SITTING ON THE COFFEE TABLE.
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