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WORLD'S 100 MOST
ENDANGERED SITES

Modern architecture looms large on the
World Monuments Fund’s (WMF) 2006
watch list of the 100 most endangered sites
in the world, announced on June 21 in New
York. The list has been published biennially
since 1995, and this year’s includes nine
20th-century buildings—three in the United
States: Richard Neutra’s Cyclorama Center
in Gettysburg (1958-1961), Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Ennis Brown House in Los Angeles
(1924), and Edward Durell Stone’s building at
2 Columbus Circle in New York (1960—1964).
Bonnie Burnham, president of WME, said,
“Perceived obsolescence and a lack of recog-
nition for the importance of modern build-
ings are the biggest challenges facing these
nine sites.” Burnham went on to comment
that at least three of the sites—the

Cyclorama Center in Gettysburg by Richard
Neutra (1958-1961)

Cyclorama Center, 2 Columbus Circle, and
the International Fairground in Tripoli,
Lebanon—were most likely beyond hope of
saving but could serve as poster children for
the cause of modern preservation. “There isa

good chance that these buildings will be lost,

but like Penn Station, they can call attention

to a better process in the future,” she said.
Beyond calling attention to endangered

sites, the WMF funds preservation efforts

through private and corporate donations. So
far, the organization has granted $35 million

to 195 sites in 73 countries and estimates
that an additional $127 million has been
donated by local organizations and govern-
ments as a result of continued on page 4

PLAN TO REVITALIZE LOWER MANHATTAN'S EAST-WEST CORRIDOR TO BE
RELEASED LATE SUMMER

Mixed=use buildings along Fulton Street will
ty west of the South Street Seaport. .-

-y
bolster activi

As the rebuilding of the
WTC site inches along, the
LMDC continues to juggle
dozens of improvement ini-
tiatives for the blocks sur-
rounding Ground Zero. In
April, a lecture series at the
Center for Architecture
sought to heighten aware-
ness of the LMDC's plans
for Greenwich Street South
(see “A New Battery Park,”
AN08_5.11.2005) and the
Brooklyn Bridge Landing
and continued on page 2

COURTESY LMDC

COURTESY NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

FREEDOM TOWER REDESIGN
FAILS TO IMPRESS

Faulty Tower

On June 30, the day after the unveiling of
David Childs’ redesign of the Freedom
Tower, Robert A. M. Stern publicly
remarked on its similarity to the Comcast
Center, a tower he designed in 2001 for a
site in downtown Philadelphia. The proj-
ect, published in Stern’s 2003 monograph
and now five months into construction,
features a square base and cut-away cor-
ners that create an octagonal floor plan on
upper floors, resulting in a square at the
top of the roof that's rotated 45 degrees
from the base. Frederic Schwarz, too, was
quick to note that Childs’ second effort
echoed aspects of the World Cultural
Center proposed by  continued on page 6

FINDINGS RAISE BUILDING
SECURITY STANDARDS

NIST RELEASES
WTC REPORT

Almost four years after 9/11, the National
Institute of Standards and Technology
(NIST) released a final draft report on the
WTC disaster, along with 30 recommenda-
tions for improving building security. The
two-year, $16 million federal study involved
two hundred building science, engineering,
and code experts. NIST is a regulatory
agency, without enforcement powers.
“The recommendations are realistic and
achievable, and should improve how people
design, construct, maintain and use build-
ings, especially highrises,” said the report’s
lead investigator, Shyam Sunder. Based on
the agency’s scientific analysis of the fires
and collapses of the Twin Towers, the rec-
ommendations are grouped into eight cate-
gories: increased structural integrity to
prevent progressive collapse; enhanced fire
resistance of structures; new fire resistance
design methods; continued on page 2
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SUPREME COURT OKAYS
GOVERNMENT LAND SEIZURES
FOR PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT

PRIVATE
DOMAIN

On June 23, the United States Supreme
Court set a precedent for governmental
use of eminent domain to seize land for
private development. In the case of Kelo
v. New London, the court ruled 5to 4 in
favor of the Connecticut city, which is
pushing forward plans to redevelop 90
acres of its Fort Trumbull neighborhood.
In the 1960s, blighted areas were knocked
down to make way for public housing,
highways, and other civic works. But in
the New London case, the condemned
neighborhood is working-class, and a
private developer, Boston-based
Corcoran Jennison Companies, will reap
the profits of the planned development.
New London attorneys argued that
demolishing the neighborhood would
serve the public good since the new
development would bring jobs and
increased tax revenue to the city’s strug-
gling economy. Thomas J. Londregan,
director of law for continued on page 3

Susette Kelo in front of her
condemned home
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In 1985, Rosalie Genevro became the director of the
Architectural League. She had been working at the Urban
Center Bookstore and before that, Advisory Services for
Better Housing, a nonprofit dedicated to improving public
housing projects in the city. Shortly after she assumed her post

at the League, she hired Anne Rieselbach, then an editor of
House and Garden magazine (and formerly with Vanity Fair,
where she worked with Suzanne Stephens), to help produce a
catalogue for the first five years of the organization’s Emerging
~ Voices program and to serve as that program’s director. Twenty
years later, the New York City chapter of the AIA has recog-
nized their work with a special Award of Merit. The award
honors Genevro and Reiselbach’s “efforts to create a forum
that has drawn the best, brightest, most current thinking
from around the world to the New York design community;”
according to a proclamation read at the chapter’s yearly board
meeting on June 20.
The League was founded in 1881 by Cass Gilbert and a group
of young architects as a way to further their own education in
architecture. They would get together, assign themselves a

sketch problem, and invite more established architects to cri-
tique ﬂmemwmk.’[‘he League under Genevro and Rieselbach
still very much fulfills a mentoring, educational role. They

actively seek out outstanding architects and urbanists from

New York and beyond, avoiding and constantly
broadening notions of how the field of architecture may be
enriched. (For example, five out of the eight Emerging Voices

winners this year are based outside New York; two are land-
scape architects.) Throughout its history, too, the League has

called attention to issues of great consequence to the shape

of the city, from the city’s latest rezoning proposals to new

Under Genevro and Rieselbach’s leadership, the League’s
public programming has increased and deepened substantial-
ly, with original, topical exhibitions, publications, symposia,

competitions, book signings, and more. It is hard to imagine
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architectural debate and discourse in New York City without
the League and even harder to imagine the organization with-
out Genevro and Rieselbach. We congratulate them on their
award, and thank them for their hard work.

FULTON STREET PLAN CHUGS
ALONG continued from front page
Chinatown (“The View From
The Bridge,” AN 10_6.08.2005).
Also listed as part of the pro-
gram—but canceled at the last
minute—was a presentation of
the Fulton Street Revitalization
Plan, by Gensler and Robert
A. M. Stern Architects. Of these
three projects, the Fulton Street
study is the only one not yet
complete, despite the fact that
it's been in the works for more
than two years. A May 17"
presentation of the project to
Community Board 1 (CB1) went
forward as planned, though as
of our June press date, the
LMDC would not comment on
the plan or provide reasons for
its delay. Neither would it grant
permission to Gensler or Stern's
office to discuss the design,
which remains in draft form.
Paul Goldstein, district man-
ager of CB1, pointed to the

shaky financial footing of South
Street Seaport, which owns a
number of sites slated for rede-
velopment in the Fulton Street
plan, and the give and take
between the state-controlled
LMDC and city politicians as rea-
sons for the delay. “The many
stakeholders along the corridor
make for a lengthy planning
process,” said Goldstein.

One indication that the plan
might move forward is Governor
George Pataki and Mayor
Michael R. Bloomberg's May 25
announcement of a plan to
distribute the remaining $800
million in LMDC funds provid-
ed through Community
Development Block Grants
(CDBG). Among the various
funding initiatives was a $38
million grant for Fulton Street
corridor enhancements and
funding for 200 affordable hous-
ing units in Lower Manhattan,
mostly along Fulton.

The most noteworthy aspect
of the plan is the extension of
Fulton Street from its current
dead-end at Church Street
through the WTC site and into
Battery Park City. The plan deli-
cately laces together several
small projects along Fulton
Street to form a coherent
streetscape, taking into account
larger-scale projects like the
MTA Transportation Hub by
Santiago Calatrava and the
Fulton Street Station by
Grimshaw & Partners. The plan
calls for an increase in open
space, encompassing a renovat-
ed 12,000-square-foot park on
the unused portion of Burling
Slip adjacent to the South Street
Seaport and a reconfiguration
of the 10,000-square-foot Delury
Square Park at Fulton and Gold
streets. The plan also identifies
three redevelopment sites along
Fulton between Gold and Water
streets, replacing a toddler play-

ground, St. Vincent's medical
clinic, and an existing two-story
retail building with larger resi-
dential mixed-use buildings and
an expanded, modernized St.
Vincent's clinic. A final plan will
be released later this summer.

The draft plan notes that pri-
vate developments will be
encouraged through grants but
does not go into detail about
how funding will be awarded.
Other support schemes include
matching grants for facade
restoration and incentives to
diversify the area’s retail base,
which is currently underserved
by the nascent residential com-
munity of Lower Manhattan.

Construction of streetscape
improvements along Fulton is
slated for completion in 2008,
and the LMDC hopes to see pri-
vate developments and facade
restorations by 2012. No gov-
ernmental approval is required.
GUNNAR HAND

NIST RELEASES WTC REPORT continued from
front page active fire protection; improved
building evacuation; emergency response;
procedures and practices; and education and
training for engineers and architects.

NIST advocates designing tall buildings to
accommodate full building evacuation, with
wider stairwells and exit capacity for first
responders and occupants. The number, loca-
tion and stair widths in the Twin Towers were
critical in determining how rapidly thousands
of people evacuated the buildings, and were
part of the detailed analysis.

“The cost of enlarging or adding egress stairs
will be very high, perhaps prohibitive,” said
Elizabeth Heider, vice president of Skanska
USA Building. “More exit stairs and corridors
translate to lost rentable space and revenue.”
The report also proposes that existing build-
ings be renovated to adopt its recommended
egress and sprinkler requirements.

Addressing the issue of structural integrity,
the report encourages the nationwide adoption
of standards and codes to prevent progressive
collapse. But this concern mitigates against a
range of hazards, from terrorism to high winds
and natural disasters. “It’s important for the
public to understand that recommendations
for the future do not necessarily indicate that
something was deficient in the past,” said struc-
tural engineer Richard Tomasetti, chairman of
Thornton-Tomasetti Group. “The NIST report
identifies issues relating to increased security and
protection that is needed now.”

The recommendations encourage the use of
new building technologies, such as fire-resistive
materials; real-time data transmission of build-
ing systems for use by first responders; the stor-
age of data off-site or in a “black box” that can
survive a fire or building collapse; and mainte-
nance of documents over the life of a building.
Black box technology systems are now available
but according to Bill Sewell, senior vice presi-
dent of DMJM Technology, “Most building
owners choose not to implement it, however,
based on cost.”

Complying with NIST recommendations
that exceed current codes will be up to owners
and designers, but liability is always a concern.
“There’s no excuse for not knowing about
security design anymore, especially outside of
New York City,” said Raymond Mellon, an
attorney at Zetlin & De Chiara specializing in
construction law. “These federal recommen-
dations are now widely available, and reflect
the post-9/11 standard of care. Designers and
owners ignore the findings at their own risk.”

The report is available at http://wtc.nist.gov.
BARBARA A. NADEL, FAIA, IS PRINCIPAL OF

BARBARA NADEL ARCHITECT AND AUTHOR AND EDI-
TOR OF BUILDING SECURITY (MCGRAW-HILL, 2004).

CORRECTIONS

In Honors (AN 10_6.08.2005), we omitted the
Prattstore, designed by Pratt Institute's Office
of Facilities Planning and Design, as one of the
15 winners of the 2005 Building Brooklyn Award,
bestowed by the Brooklyn Chamber of
Commerce. The Prattstore won in the retail cat-
egory. We also overlooked Gisue and Mojgan
Hariri and Massimo and Lella Vignelli as winners
of the 2005 Academy Awards in Architecture.
The award, given by the American Academy of
Arts and Letters, comes with a $7,500 cash
prize. We regret the oversight.

In the story “Clinton Cover Park Opens” (AN
11_6.22.2005), Daniel Heuberger, principal of
Dattner Architects, is incorrectly identified as
Michael Heuberger. We apologize for the error.




You may have heard about the rather chummy e-mail exchanges between NYC
Landmarks Preservation Commission chair Robert Tierney and Laurie
Beckelman, who represents the Museum of Arts and Design (MAD), about the
museum’s plan to take over and unrecognizably alter 2 Columbus Circle. (She's
a former Landmarks Commission chair herself.) Several snippets from the e-
mails—like one in which Tierney tells Beckelman, “Let me know how | can help
on the trouble ahead"—have been published in both The New York Times and
New York magazine. They were obtained by the preservationist group ‘
Landmark West under the Freedom of Information Act and easily lead one to ‘
think that Tierney, who has refused to even call a hearing to designate (and
thus preserve) the original Edward Durell Stone structure, is in cahoots with ‘
MAD. Some might call that a conflict of interest. ‘
\
|
\

And so, as a public service, we'd like to refer you to www.landmarkwest.org,
where you can see transcripts of the lot. Some of our favorites? There's one in
which Tierney forwards to Beckelman a letter from an opponent of the MAD
plan (get it? MAD plan?) along with the note “Do you want to see some, all, or
any of these letters?” "I would really appreciate seeing all of them,” Beckelman
replied. On May 8, 2003, before Community Board 5's final vote to approve the
sale of the building to the museum, Tierney wrote to Beckelman, “Good luck ‘
tonight.” And "Call anytime...in office now,” he later offered. Cute, huh? As it |
happens, we hear Landmark West, which has filed a lawsuit under these new
circumstances, has retained the legal services of Whitney North Seymour, Jr.
He's the former U.S. attorney who in 1971 tried to block publication of the
Pentagon Papers. Welcome to the other side.

THE NYU BRAND: DOWDY

EAVESDROP

> TWO RIVER THEATER
21 Bridge Avenue, Red Bank, New Jersey. Telephone: 732-345-1400
Designer: H3 Hardy Collaboration Architecture

COURTESY H3 HARDY COLLABORATION ARCHITECTURE

H3 Hardy Collaboration Architecture’s newly opened Two River Theater in Red
Bank, New Jersey, doesn't have a marquee. But according to architect Geoffrey

Lynch, it shouldn’t need one, especially when the two-story glass lobby is lit up
and full of theatergoers. “It’s open and transparent, so everyone can see what's
going on inside. Tt can be a public room for the town,” said Lynch.

The first permanent home of the Two River Theater Company, which will cele

New York University may finally be discovering what everyone else has known
forever: Its facilities are pretty ugly. So could the institution, which continues to
produce more dogs than a breeding kennel, actually be building something that
doesn't, as one architect recently put it, “look like an abortion”? Kinda sorta. We
hear the university's Stern School of Business is planning a bit of a makeover.
“They realized that in order to remain competitive among business schools,
they needed to pay attention to their physical image [no kidding!],"” says one
source, referring to Stern's homely complex of buildings on West Fourth Street,
the latest of which was completed in only 1993. Nevertheless, only baby
steps are being taken for what requires a giant leap: The proposed renovations,
being designed by Margaret Helfand of Helfand Architecture, would largely be
limited to a new entrance and lobbies, lounges, and other interior public
spaces. But, hey, it's a start.

A MEMORIAL TEAM SPIN-OUT

When it comes to the Ground Zero memorial, Michael Arad is definitely in the
driver's seat. Arad, who designed its competition-winning scheme, recently won
a MINI Cooper at the AlA convention in Las Vegas. But when we heard rumors
that landscape architect Peter Walker, who has also been brought into the
memorial project, was claiming the car for himself, we braced for yet another
power struggle. However, “Not true,” Arad told us, joking that Walker has so far
resisted steering the wheel from the passenger’s seat.

LET SLIP: achen@archpaper.com

PRIVATE DOMAIN continued from front page
the City of New London said, “Fifty- six per-
cent of our [city's] land is exempt from
taxes, we have an 80 percent commercial
vacancy rate, and an unemployment rate
that is double the state average.” According
to the project's supporters, the develop-
ment, which includes a hotel, 80 residen-
tial units, 680,000 square feet of office
space, a Coast Guard museum, and a

Kelo, 7 landowners filed suit against the
city in 2000, arguing that their land was
not being taken for a justifiable public use,
as is required in the Constitution’s 5"
Amendment since profits would goto a
private developer. The plaintiffs also argued
that the development could have proceed-
ed on the 65 acres of public land without
destroying their homes.

The Supreme Court's continued on page 6

brate its tenth anniversary season beginning in September, the 45,000-square-
foot building is split into three distinct volumes, in part to work within the scale
of Red Bank’s downtown, according to the architects. Two brick-clad, rectilinear
volumes frame the lobby and its dramatic curving roof. Diagonal roof supports
and horizontal fritting along the glass add more patterning and keep the facade

lively. “We wanted it to be whimsical and playful,” said Lynch, “but not too much.”

The brick volumes are also patterned with pre-cast stone bars, which Lynch
described as a response to the lintels and cornices on the surrounding industrial
buildings. Inside, the auditorium holds 350 seats around a thrust stage, which
means that no seat is further than 36 feet from the stage. A rehearsal room can
also act as a secondary studio theater when needed, and can hold 99 seats.

Berman

promenade along the Thames River, will
generate over 1,300 new jobs and $5 million
in annual tax revenue. Corcoran Jennison
has a long-term lease on the land from the
city, and will receive substantial tax breaks
and subsidies for building the project.

In 2000, New London approved the $180
million development plan designed by
Diversified Technology Consultants with
William Rawn Associates, and granted the
rights to clear the land to the New London
Development Corporation, a nonprofit
community organization funded by the city.
At thattime, 115 homes and 20 businesses
occupied 25 acres of the 90-acre site. An
abandoned Navy research facility occupied
the remaining acreage.

Led by Fort Trumbull resident Susette

NEW
Bricks, Boards and
Sticks Collection

Design your own one of a kind
texture with our new 3D kiln-cast
glass mold. Suitable for interior
or exterior applications.

Joel Berman Glass Studios Ltd

1.888.505.4527
www.jbermanglass.com

COURTESY CORCORAN JENNISON COMPANIES; WILLIAM RAUN ASSOCIATES
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WORLD'S 100 MOST ENDANGERED SITES
continued from front page publicity generated
from the watch list. About 75 percent of the
sites listed since the have been preserved or
are now out of danger, according to the WME.
“Twentieth-century design has always

A @

-4 I‘ \“ ¥ A 9.
»"P—" "’A‘.’&“""]’ been included on the list,” according to John
e LA I ) g to Johr
e e ii"fl)( Stubbs, WMF vice president, “but an increas-

ing number of nominations, which reflects a
growing interest in the preservation of mod-
ern buildings, has allowed our review panel to

Asmara historiccity center in Eritrea

COURTESY WMF

WA A 5 .
"v‘"l }g.r’.‘?”l q f".‘} pick from a wider range of periods, designers,
l‘_g‘"‘,}é_w‘ and locations.” Nina Rappaport of DOCO-  money toward training young architects and

MOMO, which works with WMF and has
nominated a number of sites, said, “WMF
has been very supportive. They’re jumping
on the modern preservation bandwagon.”
This year’s list also had a political twist: It
included all of Iraq’s cultural heritage sites,
which cover a vast percentage of the war-
torn country. Faisal Amin al Istrabadi, Iraq's
deputy ambassador to the United Nations,

archaeologists in Iraq to assess sites that
WMF workers cannot reach. (The organiza-
tion deemed the entire country too danger-
ous to work in after the start of the war.)
Perhaps the most contentious item on the
list is 2 Columbus Circle, whose planned ren-
ovation was issued a work permit on June 29.
In response to questions about WMF’s stance
on the debate, Stubbs said, “We're not saying

COURTESY ESTUDIO CAMPANA

A A \ o
)"’i‘i\\!
MOMA UNVEILS TWO NEW ADDITIONS TO ITS ARCHITECTURE AND
DESIGN COLLECTION

Acquired Taste

The 24 pieces featured in the Museum of Modern Art’s New Work/New Acquisitions
(on view through August 22) are just a small selection of the museum’s recent
acquisitions, but they represent some of the most contemporary work in the perma-
nent collection. The Department of Architecture and Design has two pieces in the
show, the Corallo Chair (2003) by Fernando and Humberto Campana, and United
Architects’ (UA) Plexiglas model for the World Trade Center master-planning

competition (2002). The Corallo Chair was donated by Jo Carole and Ronald Lauder,

while the UA model was purchased through the museun’s Fund for the 21" Century,
which is dedicated to the acquisition of works no more than a few years old.
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spoke at the WMF’s June press conference,
emphasizing the sorry condition of the coun-
try’s historic sites, caused by war-related
looting, artillery fire,and bombing, Burnham
claimed that the WMF plans to channel more

WMF WATCH LIST 2006

AFGHANISTAN

Haji Piyada Mosque

ANTARCTICA

Sir Ernest Shackletons
Expedition Hut

AUSTRALIA

Dampier Rock Art Complex

BANGLADESH

Sonargaon-Panam City

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA

Mehmed-Pasha Sokolovic Bridge

BRAZIL

Convent of San Francisco and
Historic Olinda

CAMEROON

Bafut Palace

CAPE VERDE

Tarrafal Concentration Camp

CHILE

Cerros Pintados

Tulor Village

CHINA

Cockcrow Post Town

Lu Mansion

Qikou Town

Stone Towers of Southwest China

Tianshui Traditional Houses

Tuanshan Historical Village

CROATIA

Novi Dvori Castle

Saint Blaise Church

CUBA

Finca Vigia (Hemingway's House)

EGYPT

Sabil Rugayya Dudu

Tarabay al-Sharify

West Bank

EL SALVADOR

San Miguel Arcangel and Santa
Cruz de Roma

ERITREA

Asmara Historic City Center

Kidane-Mehret Church

Massawa Historic Town

FINLAND

Helsinki-Malmi Airport

GEORGIA

Jvari Monastery

GREECE

Helike Archaeological Site

GUATEMALA
Naranjo

INDIA

Dalhousie Square

Dhangkar Gompa

Guru Lhakhang and Sumda
Chung Temples

Watson's Hotel

INDONESIA

Omo Hada

IRAN

Bam

IRACQ

Iraq Cultural Heritage Sites

IRELAND

Wonderful Barn

ITALY

Academy of Hadrian's Villa

Cimitero Acattolico

Civita di Bagnoregio

Murgia dei Trulli

Portici Royal Palace

Santa Maria in Stelle Hypogeum

Temple of Portunus

KENYA

Mtwapa Heritage Site

LAOS

Chom Phet Cultural Landscape

LATVIA

Riga Cathedral

LEBANON

Chehabi Citadel

International Fairground at Tripoli

MACEDONIA

Treskavec Monastery and Church

MAURITANIA

Chinguetti Mosque

MEXICO

Chalcatzingo

Mexico City Historic Center

Pimeria Alta Missions

San Juan Bautista Cuauhtinchan

San Nicolas Obispo

NEPAL

Patan Royal Palace Cornplex

NIGERIA

Benin City Earthworks

NORWAY

Sandviken Bay

PAKISTAN

Mian Nasir Mohammed Graveyard

Thatta Monuments

PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES

Tell Balatah (Shechem or Ancient
Nablus)

PANAMA

Panama Canal Area

the building should or shouldn’t be saved.
Rather, were supporting the position that
the building deserves its day in court—it
deserves to be heard by the Landmarks
Commission.” DEBORAH GROSSBERG

PERU

Cajamarquilla

Presbitero Maestro Cemetery
Quinta Heeren

Revash Funerary Complex
Tucume Archaeological Site

POLAND

Jerusalem Hospital of the
Teutonic Order

Mausoleum of Karol Scheibler

PORTUGAL
Teatro Capitolio

ROMANIA
Oradea Fortress

RUSSIA

Melnikov's House Studio
Narkomfin Building
Semenovskoe-Otrada

SAMOA
Pulemelei Mound

SERBIA MONTENEGRO
Prizren Historic Center
Subotica Synagogue

SIERRA LEONE
Old Fourah Bay College Building

SLOVAKIA
Lednicke-Rovne Historical Park

SOUTH AFRICA

Richtersveld Cultural Landscape
SPAIN

Segovia Aqueduct

SUDAN

Suakin

SYRIA

Amrit Archaeological Site
Shayzar Castle

Tell Mozan (Ancient Urkesh)

TURKEY

Aphrodisias

Little Hagia Sophia

UNITED KINGDOM

Saint Mary's Stow Church
Saint Vincent's Street Church

UNITED STATES

2 Columbus Circle

Bluegrass Cultural Landscape of
Kentucky

Cyclorama Center

Dutch Reformed Church

Ellis Island Baggage and
Dormitory Building

Ennis Brown House

Hanging Flume

Mount Lebanon Shaker Village

VENEZUELA
La Guaira Historic City




Perched above a ravine, Norten's project went
vertical to reduce its footprint in a public park.

UPPING
THE ANTE

A 180-meter glass, steel, and concrete tower
planned for Guadalajara could be the first
Guggenheim Museum in Latin America,
and the sixth in an expanding Guggenheim
orbit. The highrise, by Enrique Norten of
TEN Arquitectos, edged out projects by
Jean Nouvel of Ateliers Jean Nouvel and
Hani Rashid and Lise Anne Couture of
Asymptote, neither of which called for sky-
scrapers. Norten, who has offices in Mexico
City and New York, described the structure,
sited at the edge of a deep ravine called La
Barranca de Oblatos, as “several buildings,
little museums, packed one on top of the
other. It creates an interesting visual sil-
houette, a vertical stacking of internal and
external spaces.”

If built, the Guggenheim would become
Guadalajara's tallest building. “It's like an
open monument standing on its own,” said
Norten. “On one hand it serves as a marker
or a lighthouse. On the other hand, it'sin a
public park which the city is giving to the
Guggenheim, so we thought it was impor-
tant to preserve all of that site for the pub-
lic.” The design deliberately reduced the
building’s footprint, and Norten found him-
self “going higher and higher.”

Project details are vague since the $2 mil-
lion Guggenheim feasibility study commis-
sioned by the project’s Guadalajara boosters
won't finish until August. Norten offered few
specifics on materials or gallery spaces, but
noted that natural light would illuminate
most of them. The $250 million projected
budget could evolve with fundraising,
according to a Guggenheim spokesman.

So far, the closest thing to a modern art
museum in Guadalajara is the Instituto
Cultural Cabanas, which is decorated with
murals by Jose Clemente Orozco, but it
has no collection of its own. For the
Guggenheim, Norten envisioned a muse-
um for contemporary and Latin American
art that would provide a destination in itself.
“[It] would be a beacon for people all over
the world, as the Bilbao’s museum has
done,” said Norten. Bilbao at 180 meters?
Frank Gehry, architect of the Guggenheim
Bilbao, sat on the seven-man jury; so did
Guggenheim director, Thomas Krens, who
is said to have favored Norten's design.

Juan Ignacio Vidarte, director of the
Guggenheim Bilbao, is overseeing the fea-
sibility study.

Norten noted that Bilbao and Guadalajara
are both second-tier cities that lost their eco-
nomic vocation and are seeking new identi-
ties. And Guadalajara could use an image-lift.
In the last decade, its Catholic cardinal was
murdered by drug dealers and a gas explo-
sion destroyed a huge swath of buildings. An
ex-Guggenheim staffer shrugged, “That's
Mexico,” yet art insurers may be less blasé.

Guadalajara was not the Guggenheim’s
initial choice for its first Latin American
home. Nouvel's design for a Guggenheim
in Rio de Janeiro died last year, and sites in
Sao Paulo were considered earlier. Krens
and other Rio supporters said Rio's mayor,
Cesar Maia, never assembled the political
will needed to advance the project beyond
the design stage. Opponents saw the proj-
ect as an overpriced trophy that diverted
funds from more pressing needs.

The quest for a Guggenheim in Brazil
coincided with the tour of Brazil: Body and
Soul, an exhibition of 350 objects spanning
centuries of Brazilian culture. The show went
to the New York and Bilbao Guggenheims,
as did The Aztec Empire, which lined the
New York museum’s ramp last winter and is
now in Bilbao.

Krens stressed that Guadalajara was still a
plan rather than a reality. “The Guggenheim
is very interested in a position in Latin
America,” said Krens. “[The Guadalajara

project] is not motivated by the desire to
have as many Guggenheims as we can, but
by the desire to access the art and culture of
an important region looking forward.”
DAVID D'ARCY

COURTESY TEN ARQUITECTOS

TWO TEMPORARY MEMORIALS TO OPEN AT GROUND ZERO

IN MEMORIAM (FOR NOW)

I

As if the rebuilding at Ground
Zero wasn't complicated
enough, on June 16 Governor
George E. Pataki held a press
conference to announce two
new 9/11 memorials at the
World Trade Center site, both
funded by the LMDC and both
intended to be temporary.
Early in 2004, the September
11" Widows and Victims
Families’ Association founded
the private Tribute Center,
which is meant to be a stand-in
for the permanent memorial
at Ground Zero, slated for
completion in 2009, Last win-
ter, the LMDC gave the group
$3 million for exhibition devel-
opment and the renovation of
its 6,000-square-foot street-
level space at 120 Liberty
Street. The center is required
to match the funding through
private grants in the next five
years (the duration of its lease).
Since the center’s $3 to 4 mil-
lion renovation budget was
funded in part from the LMDC's
Community Development
Block Grants from the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD),
the Tribute Center’s adminis-

trators decided to follow HUD's
open bid process to select an
architect for the project. An
RFQ for the project was pub-
lished in Oculus and three
other publications, according to
Sally Yerkovich, president of
the Tribute Center. The associ-
ation received ten proposals
and selected New York-based
BKSK Architects for the job.
Although design details have
not yet been worked out,
project architect Joan Krevin
explained that the center will
house one room of rotating
shows and three rooms of
permanent exhibitions. The
entrance hall will contain
information about the events
of 9/11 and the rebuilding
progress, and interior galleries
will show imagery, narratives,
and artifacts from those
touched by 9/11—survivars,
victims' family members, first
responders, and residents of
Lower Manhattan. “We want
to put a human face on what
happened,” said Yerkovich.
The Tribute Center will col-
laborate with StoryCorps, the
nonprofit responsible for the
other interim memorial locat-

ed in the PATH station, called
StoryBooth, which opened on
July 12. Like the booth that
StoryCorps opened at Grand
Central Terminal in October
2003, the project serves as a
recording station for those
who want to share their per-
sonal stories. The booth at the
PATH station is available only
to those directly affected by
the events of 9/11, however.
Participants are able to take
home CDs of their own
recordings, which will also be
archived in the American
Folklife Center at the Library
of Congress. The LMDC pro-
vided $500,000, $350,000 of
which is for the construction
of the booth, designed by
architects Eric Liftin of Mesh
Architectures and Michael
Shuman of MASdesign.

Both the StoryCorps boath
and the Tribute Center may
outlast their roles as interim
memorials. The booth was
constructed to be disassem-
bled and moved outdoors,
and the Tribute Center plans
to continue its programming
after the memorial is com-
plete. pe

AlA Staten Island presented the 2005 Architectural Design Awards at a cer-
emony on May 25. Honor awards went to an academic building at St.
John's University by Perkins Eastman Architects and Aaron B. Schwarz;
and the Mill Pond restoration by A. Dean Cavalarro of the NYC Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP). Merit awards went to the Greenbelt

Nature Center by Medhat Salam and Donato Gialcalone; the restoration of
the Latourette House by Page Ayres Cowley; and the Blue Heron
Watershed by Cavalarro. A citation went to FasTracKids by Salvadeo
Associates Architects and David L. Businelli. Additionally, Masayuki Sono
and Lapshan Fong received the Award for Design Achievement for their
design of the Staten Island 9/11 memaorial, Postcards.

The American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) announced recipi-
ents of its 2005 awards in late May: Jane Silverstein Ries (ASLA Medal):
Laurie Olin (ASLA Design Medal); Robert S. “Doc” Reich (Jot D. Carpenter
Teaching Medal); Stephen D. Livingston (LaGasse Medal in the Landscape
Architecture Category); Elizabeth Barlow Rogers (LaGasse Medal in the
Non-Landscape Architecture Category), the Regional Plan Association
(ASLA Medal of Excellence); Charles Eliot Beveridge and Wangari Maathai
(Olmsted Medal); and SWA Group (Landscape Architecture Firm Award).

The Philadelphia Institute of Contemporary Art received a $200,000 grant
from Philadelphia Exhibitions Initiative to continue its Architecture +
Design series with two major projects by architects Ben van Berkel and
Caroline Bos of UN Studio, and a collaborative work by architect Peter
Eisenman and landscape architect Laurie Olin of the Olin Partnership.
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