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NEXT STEPS FOR THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL CITY PLAN OF 2004 

S 

Al ternat ive p lans for the Far West Side proposed by the R P A . 

Possibly the most a m b i t i o u s — a n d con­
ten t i ous—of N e w York C j t y s many cur rent 
redevelopment plans is the proposal to 
remake Manhattan's Far West Side. Respond­
ing to detailed plans unvei led last summer , 
the Ci ty Planning Commiss ion approved the 
r c / c n i n g o f the 59-blockarea o n November 
22, and Ci ty Counc i l looks set to fo l low suit 
this m o n t h . Af ter much negot ia t ion , a sub­
stantial affordable hous ing componen t w i l l 
l ikely be inc luded in the project . The .state 
legislature gave a crucial nod t o the expansion 
o f the lavits Convent ion Center in December. 
However, the elephant in the r o o m remains 
the New York Sports and Convent ion Center 
(NYSCC) , i.e., the lets Stad ium. The New 
York State Public A u t h o r i t y Con t ro l Board 
(consist ing o f Governor George Pataki, State 

Senate M a j o r i t y Leader )oe B r u n o , and 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver) w i l l vote 
in February on the NYSCC, the centerpiece 
o f the B loomberg admin is t ra t ions v is ion. 

Alternative West Side scenarios proli ferate. 
I n December, the Regional Plan Association 
(RPA) issued a paper detai l ing development 
alternatives, replacing the city's s tad ium-
centric plan w i t h phased mixed-use develop­
ment featur ing substantial ly more housing. 
Stadium-free development, the report states, 
wou ld provide greater return on public invest­
ment as well as better water f ront connect ions 
and less t raf f ic congest ion and air po l l u t i on 
than the p lan endorsed by the city. 

Meanwhi le , the city's f inanc ing mecha­
nism for West Side development faces c r i t i ­
cism f rom independent cont inued on page 3 

MOMA'S ROOFTOP BECOMES CANVAS FOR ART 

CHIEF ARCHITECT IMPRESSED 
VALUE OF GOOD DESIGN ON 
NATION'S BIGGEST LANDLORD 

Ed Feiner 
Leaves GSA 
Ed Feiner, the Chief Architect of the United 
States General Serv ices Admin i s t ra t i on 
(GSA), announced that he w i l l leave his 
post on January 31 and jo in the Washing­
t o n , D.C., off ice of Sk idmore , Owings and 
Merr i l l on February 1 as Director of Off ice 
Opera t ions . Feiner's co l league Mar i l yn 
Farley, the d i rector of the GSA's Design 
Excel lence p r o g r a m , w i l l be l eav ing fo r 
re t i rement the same day. The t w o have 
wo rked closely together since 1990, and 
launched the Design Excellence p rogram 
in 1994. Farley laughed, "We 've always 
joked about our suicide pact: w h e n one 
leaves, the other w i l l have to go t o o l " 

It is the Design Excellence p rogram for 
wh ich Feiner's tenure at the GSA wi l l be 
best remembered . The p rog ram is w ide ly 
recognized as hav ing i m p r o v e d the 
design of new federal bu i ld ings, and has 
got ten more than 500 architects involved 
as designers or peer reviewers, including 
Richard Meier, Thorn Mayne , and 
Anto ine Predock. 

A second, albeit less visible success is 
that Feiner helped to change the cul ture 
of the agency, wh ich is responsib le for 
thousands of bu i ld ings and publ ic spaces 
around the country. "I th ink that the main 
legacy we wi l l leave is that people here 
bel ieve that archi tecture is a part of the 
qual i ty of l i fe ," said Feiner. " W h e n you 
improve the design of a workp lace, you 
can have an impact o n the qual i ty of the 
work that gets done there . " 

In a release, he said, about his move 
to S O M , " I am exci ted to work for such a 
d is t inguished f i r m . " A N N E G U I N E Y 

contrast to the o r thogona l 
geometry o f [Ph i l ip ] HIGHER GROUND 

Camouf lage style has gone 
from the street to the Museum 
o f M o d e r n A r t . Landscape 
architect Ken Smi th d rew o n 
the classic a rmy pat tern for 

an insta l lat ion now under 
cons t ruc t ion on two 8"'-
f loo r roofs o f the newly 
renovated mu,seum."The 
design w i l l prov ide a sharp 

garden as wel l as [Yoshio| 
Taniguchi's bu t toned-down 
bu i ld ing, " said Smi th . 

The project arose f r o m an 
agreement between the resi­
dents o f the M u s e m Tower 
and the cont inued on page 3 

Smi th 's insta l lat ions will cover two of 
MoMA's rooftops, one 1 0 , 2 0 0 square feet 
and the other 7 , 2 0 0 square feet. 
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LastYearsLost 

J o s e f Paul K le ihues 

Wc pay ou r respects to the i m p o r t a n t 
f igures lost by the des ign f ie lds i n 2004: 

Max Abramovitz 
b. 1908, Chicago. IL 
Along w i t h Wal lace K. Harr ison, Abramov i tz 
served as architect to the Rockefeller fami ly at 
Harr ison & Abramov i tz , he lp ing to shape such 
impor tan t e lements of New York's skyl ine as 
Rockefeller Center, the Secretariat tower of the 
Uni ted Nat ions complex , and Avery Fisher Hall 
at L incoln Center 

Edward Larrabee Barnes 
b. 1915. Chicago. IL 
Great ly in f luenced by Wal ter Grop ius a n d 
Marcel Breuer dur ing his educat ion at Harvard's 
GSD, Barnes m o v e d to New York to pract ice in 
1949, where he proceeded to des ign numerous 
residences, museums, campuses, and sky­
scrapers like the IBM Tower on Mad ison 
Avenue, comple ted in 1983. 

Euine Fay Jones 
b. 1921, Pine Bluff, AK 
Arkansas' most f amous architect, a student 
of Frank Lloyd Wr igh t , and a teacher at the 
Universi ty of Arkansas School of Archi tecture 
for 35 years, Jones was best k n o w n for his 
designs for homes and chapels, such as the 
Roy Reed residence (1987) and Tho rnc rown 
Chapel (1981). 

Catherine Cool<e 
b. 1942. Bishop's Stortford, UK 
A n archi tectural h is tor ian at the Cambr idge 
School of Arch i tecture, Cooke w a s ins t rumenta l 
cont inued on page 2 
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D E R R I D A D O S A N D D O N ' T S 
In Peter Eisenman's remembrance of 
Jacques Dernda WA/18 _ 11.2.2004), I note 
the following; 
1. Language is an abstract condition. 
NO! Written language is an abstract condi­
tion while speaking language is a concrete 
condition. 

2. Locus of metaphysics is architecture. 
NO! Man is the locus of metaphysics and 
in this way his understanding of the world 
is both abstract (Heidegger) and concrete 
(Husserl, Merlau-Ponti). 

3. The question is of the existence or not of 
metaphysics. 
Yes! That is the point and NOT that w e 
have a technology of a "smart universe." 
4. The pastiche, l<itsch face of postmodern 
architecture have been banished to exile. 
YES! It is just the face because underneath 

S i n c e t h e t s u n a m i h i t S o u t h e a s t A s i a l a s t m o n t h , l e a v i n g 5 m i l l i o n 

p e o p l e h o m e l e s s i n 1 4 c o u n t r i e s , a r c h i t e c t S h i g e r u B a n h a s b e e n 

i n u n d a t e d w i t h e m a i l s f r o m a r c h i t e c t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e d e v a s t a t e d 

r e g i o n , i m p l o r i n g h i m t o h e l p . A f t e r a l l , h i s p a p e r - t u b e h o u s e s f o r t h e 

v i c t i m s o f t h e 1 9 9 5 K o b e e a r t h q u a k e r e m a i n t h e a p o g e e o f a r c h i t e c ­

t u r e ' s r e s p o n s e t o t h e w o r l d ' s i m m e n s e a n d i n t e r m i n a b l e r e f u g e e 

p r o b l e m . T h o u g h t h e s c a l e o f t h e d i s p l a c e m e n t c a u s e d b y t h e t s u n a m i 

i s u n p a r a l l e l e d , s o i s t h e o u t p o u r i n g o f financial s u p p o r t t o w a r d 

r e b u i l d i n g e f f o r t s . A n d a r c h i t e c t s a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d s e e m m o r e e a g e r 

t h a n e v e r t o d o n a t e t h e i r e x p e r t i s e t o r e c o n s t r u c t i o n e f f o r t s . 

S h e l t e r f o r L i f e , A r c h i t e c t s W i t h o u t B o r d e r s , H a b i t a t f o r H u m a n i t y , 

a n d A r c h i t e c t u r e f o r H u m a n i t y a r e j u s t a f e w o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

t h a t h a v e b e e n w o r k i n g o v e r t i m e s i n c e D e c e m b e r 2 6 , r a i s i n g f u n d s , 

m a k i n g c o n t a c t w i t h l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s a n d N G O s , l a u n c h i n g 

b u i l d i n g c a m p a i g n s . B u t e x t e n d i n g a r c h i t e c t s ' g o o d i d e a s b e y o n d 

g o o d i n t e n t i o n s i s a m o n u m e n t a l c h a l l e n g e . T o w h a t e x t e n t w i l l t h e 

e f f o r t s o f t h e s e v a r i o u s g r o u p s b e m a n i f e s t e d i n a c t u a l b u i l d i n g ? F o r 

e x a m p l e , t h o u g h A r c h i t e c t u r e f o r H u m a n i t y ( A F H ) h a s a s s e m b l e d 

h i g h - l e v e l d e s i g n c o n c e p t s t h r o u g h i t s c o m p e t i t i o n s f o r t r a n s i t i o n a l 

h o u s i n g i n K o s o v o i n 1 9 9 9 a n d a m o b i l e a i d s c l i n i c i n A f r i c a i n 2 0 0 2 , 

n o n e h a v e t a k e n l i f e i n a n y s u b s t a n t i a l s e n s e . T h e p u b l i c i t y g e n e r a t e d 

b y A F H ' s c o m p e t i t i o n s , a l o n g w i t h i t s e x h i b i t i o n s a n d c a t a l o g u e s , 

h a s b e e n u s e f u l i n g a l v a n i z i n g a r c h i t e c t s ' s e n s e o f s o c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , 

b u t f o r r e a l a c t i o n . B a n , f o r e x a m p l e , k n e w t h a t h e ' d h a v e t o h i t t h e 

f i e l d h i m s e l f a n d finance h i s o w n r e l i e f s c h e m e s . H e a n d h i s s t u d e n t s 

c o l l e c t e d m a t e r i a l s a n d b u i l t t h e K o b e s h e l t e r s t h e m s e l v e s . 

" I f I w a i t f o r d o n a t i o n s , i t w i l l b e t o o l a t e , " h e s a i d . " I t ' s e a s i e r , t o o , 

f o r p e o p l e t o u n d e r s t a n d w h a t t h e y a r e d o n a t i n g t o a f t e r t h e y s e e t h e 

r e s u l t . I t w o u l d b e h a r d t o s a y t o s o m e o n e , ' G i v e m e m o n e y t o finance 

m y r e s e a r c h . ' " 

S h e l t e r f o r L i f e , a n o n p r o f i t b a s e d i n O s h k o s h , W i s c o n s i n , h a s s u c ­

c e s s f u l l y b u i l t 1 2 , 0 0 0 n e w s h e l t e r s a n d r e p a i r e d 1 6 , 5 0 0 e x i s t i n g h o m e s 

b e t w e e n 2 0 0 0 a n d 2 0 0 3 i n A f g h a n i s t a n , T a j i k i s t a n , I r a n , I r a q , a n d S r i 

L a n k a . T a r g e t i n g c o n f l i c t a r e a s , t h e g r o u p o w e s i t s a c h i e v e m e n t s t o i t s 

c l o s e c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s a n d i t s u n d e r s t a n d i n g t l i a t 

e m e r g e n c y h o u s i n g i s i n t e g r a l t o l o n g - t e r m c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t . 

" S h e l t e r i s m o r e t h a n j u s t f o u r w a l l s a n d a r o o f , " s a i d H a r r y v a n B u r i k , 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o g r a m d i r e c t o r . T h e o r g a n i z a t i o n i n t e g r a t e s n e w 

h o u s i n g w i t h t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f m i n i - i n d u s t r i e s s u c h a s s m a l l t i l e 

o r c e m e n t f a c t o r i e s u s i n g l o c a l m a t e r i a l s a n d l a b o r . " E v e r y s i t u a t i o n i s 

d i f f e r e n t , s o s o l u t i o n s m u s t b e t a i l o r - m a d e w i t h r e s p e c t t o c u l t u r e a n d 

t r a d i t i o n s , " s a i d v a n B u r i k . " P r e f a b s t r u c t u r e s a r e w e l l i n t e n t i o n e d , 

b u t i f y o u u s e w h a t ' s a v a i l a b l e l o c a l l y - m a t e r i a l s a n d l a b o r - w i l l y o u b e 

a b l e t o m a i n t a i n a n d r e p a i r t h e s t r u c t u r e s o v e r t i m e . " 

B a n , w h o i s p l a n n i n g t o v i s i t S r i L a n k a , c o n c u r s a b o u t t h e n e e d 

f o r l o c a l s e n s i t i v i t y . " I w o n ' t k n o w u n t i l I s e e t l i e s i t u a t i o n [ f i r s t h a n d ] 

w h a t i s t h e r i g h t s o l u t i o n , " h e s a i d . B u t f o r e m e r g e n c y s h e l t e r s , a s f o r 

a n y a r c h i t e c t u r e , b u i l d i n g s m u s t m a k e p e o p l e f e e l b o t h p h y s i c a l l y 

a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y s e c u r e . 

C A T H Y L A N G H O A N D W I L L I A M H E N K I N G 

the new face we find the same old and 
surprisingly abstract face of kitsch. 
5. lyiisreading Dernda is okay. 
NO! This IS a pen/erse plea for ignorance 
and ultimately represents conservatism. 

CARLOS BRILLEMBOURG 
BRILLEMBOURG ARCHITECTS, NEW YORK 

R O T H K O D I D N ' T E A T H E R E 

After opening his article (" Seasonal Fare," 
/4/V20_12.7.2004) wi th a sneenng quote 
from the painter Mark Rothko about "the 
richest bastards in New York," David D'Arcy 
states "Yet Rothko made sure his paintings 
were on the walls soon after it opened in 
1959." In fact. Rothko withheld all of the com­
missioned work- the paintings were never 
delivered to the Four Seasons restaurant, 
hence the initial controversy. The Seagram 
Mura/s went directly from Rothko's studio to 

the Tate Gallery in London several years later. 
Like any responsible architect. Rothko was 
a painfully principled artist w i th regard to 
the placement of his work. D'Arcy implied 
otherwise. 

MICHAEL BRENNAN, NEW YORK 

C O R R E C T I O N S 

We misidentified contributor Matt German's 
firm on page 14 of /AA/19_11.16.2004. The 
correct name of his firm is workshop/apd. 
We regret the error. 
In Peter Cook's piece on losing the Stirling 
Pnze (/\A/20_12.7.2005), he states that Will 
Alsop's firm has gone bankrupt. In fact, his 
practice has been financially restructured 
and now operates wi th 40 percent venture 
capitalist support under a different name, 
Alsop and Partners. 

L A S T Y E A R ' S L O S T continuc-ci f r o m front paqc-

in popular iz ing the work of the 1920s Soviet avant-

garde, especially Russian construct iv ists such as 

Vladimir Tal l in. 

Jacques Derrida 
b. 1930, Ei-Biar. Alger ia 
Derrida. a phi losopher at the Universi ty of California 
at Irvine since 1986, was best known a m o n g archi­
tects for his theory of deconstruct iv ism as publ ished 
in numerous books inc luding Of Grammatology 
(1968). 

Daniel Urban Kiley 
b 1913. Boston, M A 
A modern is t landscape architect. Kiley wo rked 
w i th v i r tual ly every impor tan t architect of his t ime, 
Including Phil ip Johnson . I. M. Pei, Eero Saarinen, 
and Sant iago Calatrava, on the design of more than 
1.000 projects. His best -known work in New York 
includes gardens at Lincoln Center. Rockefeller 
Universi ty, and the Ford Foundat ion bu i ld ing . 

Edward Klllingsworth 
b. 1917, Taft, OA 
A Los Angeles architect, K l l l ingswor th was famous 
for his wo rk on Arts & Architecture magazine's 
Case S tudy House project. Of his six Case S tudy 
designs, four were built, inc luding the much-praised 
Case Study House No. 25, comple ted in 1962. 

Josef Paul Kleihues 
b. 1933, Westphal ia . Germany 
Kleihues des igned accord ing to an aesthetic of 
poetic ra t iona l ism, as in his most f amous bu i ld ing 
in the Uni ted States. Chicago's M u s e u m of 
Contemporary Art . comple ted in 1996. 

Pierre Koenig 
b. 1925, San Francisco. CA 
A Univers i ty of Southern Cal i fornia professor w h o 
p romo ted the use of steel in house const ruc t ion , 
Koenig w a s best k n o w n for his Case Study House 
No. 22, comp le ted in 1960. 

J . Irwin Miller 
b. 1909. Co lumbus , IN 
Famed for his pat ronage of mode rn archi tecture. 
Miller, one t ime chair of C u m m i n s Engine 
Company, commiss ioned over 40 works of archi ­
tecture for his h o m e t o w n , reshaping it into a hub 
of modern des ign. 

Ezra Stoller 
b. 1915, Chicago, IL 
Stoller, founder of Esto Photographies, redef ined 
architectural pho tography w i t h images of works by 
Louis Kahn. Mies van der Rohe. and Richard Meier. 

Joseph Wasserman 
b. 1931, Phi ladelphia. PA 
In par tnersh ip w i th architect No rman Hoberman 
and J e r o m e Kretchmer, Wasserman designed 
affordable housing for urban and rural commun i t i es 
across the country, inc lud ing projects for the New 
York State Urban Development Corporat ion in 
Coney Is land. Westchester. Rochester, and the 
Upper West Side. 

Martin Weaver 
b 1938, London , England 
Weaver was a histor ic preservat ion professor at 
Co lumbia Univers i ty 's GSAPP as we l l as director 
of Columbia 's Center for Preservat ion Research. 
A prol i f ic wr i ter , he wro te over 140 art ic les as we l l 
as the classic textbook. Conserving Buildings: A 
/Wanua/ of Techniques and Materials (John Wi ley 
and Sons, 1992). 
D E B O R A H G R O S S B E R G 

S U B S C R I B E ( S ) 
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It turns out we're not the only ones who think Charles Gwathmey's new condo 
tower on Astor Place looks like it belongs in a Shenzhen of f ice park. Granted, 
the building's not done yet, but our thoroughly unscientif ic poll has revealed that 
100 percent of a select handful of acguaintances th ink it 's somewhere between 
"ug l y " and the B-word ( that would be "bana l " ) . " I t 's shiny. I'll give it that , " one 
respondent o f fered. In fairness, we should ment ion tha t some people-actua l ly , 
just Gwathmey-have admir ingly compared the curvy glass tower to an obelisk 
(come to think of it, our f ire escape evokes Louis Sullivan, too). And it's definitely 
a stellar example of the Floor Area Ratio school of archi tecture. However, call us 
chumps, but many of us had higher hopes for a site as stor ied as Astor Place. 
Mind you, we ful ly suppor t the Cooper Union, which owns the land on which 
Gwathmey's building s i t s -and on whose board Gwathmey once s a t - i n making a 
pretty penny. (It leased the site to the Related Companies, which was the devel­
oper). "But you'd think they'd make sure we got something better, even if it stil l 
meant luxury condos for r ich people," says one observer, reminding us of the 
school's social mission and High Archi tecture posturing. "They definitely took 
the ivory out of the ivory tower with this one." 

THE BEST OFGROUNDZERO 
The day after 9/11, Rem Koolhaas, who was in Chicago, did what any t raumat ized 
g lamitect would: He headed to the nearest Prada. That, at least, is according to 
Phil ip Nobel's hot ly ant ic ipated new book. Sixteen Acres: Architecture and ttie 
Outrageous Struggle for the Future of Ground Zero (Metropol i tan) , which is 
now landing in stores. The book rehashes a number of un f la t te r ing inc idents: 
how aspiring Ground Zero designer Rafael Vinoly's onet ime associat ion wi th the 
Argent ine junta somehow tu rned into a convenient yet unveri f iable story about 
his own poli t ical persecut ion; Frank Gehry's controversial l -won't-work-for- just-
$ 4 0 , 0 0 0 stance; and let's not even start w i th Daniel and Nina Libeskind. Added 
to this are new revelat ions, like about how the Library of Congress paid gallerist 
Max Pro te tch a whopping $408 ,140 to acguire the 58 archi tect schemes tha t 
Protetch pul led together in 2 0 0 2 for his b lockbuster show of Ground Zero pro­
posals. And then there's the one about Protetch discussing the site's future w i th 
LMDC chairman Roland Be t t s while prancing about in his underwear (they were 
at the gym). Has Nobel turned into architecture's K i t t y Kel ly? No, his book has 
all the hard-hi t t ing insights and analyses you'd want. But perhaps it 's one of his 
other juicy t idb i ts that best characterizes the behavior of many archi tects in 
the Ground Zero f iasco: in a missive to Gehry, who'd earlier decl ined to join his 
so-called THINK team, Charles Gwathmey wrote: "Pe te r [E lsenman] , Richard 
[Meier ] , and I think you are a tota l prick." 

OLD M A N SACHS GETS HIP 
EavesDrop has learned that the proposed $1.8 billion Goldman Sachs headguar-
ters in Bat tery Park City, designed by Har ry Cobb of Pei Cobb Freed, will fea­
ture the work of some young'uns, too. Af ter a closed compet i t ion that we hear 
included the likes of A rch i t ec tu re Research Office, Al l ied Works, and others, 
Preston Scot t Cohen was tapped to create an outdoor arcade, while SHoP wil l 
design a conference center. We're to ld landscape archi tect Ken S m i t h has also 
been th rown into the mix. 
LET SLIP: ACHEN •< ARCHPAPER.COM 

H U D S O N YARDS: CHUGGING FORWARD? 

fiscal analysts 
who believe it puts the city's credit ra t ing at 
r isk and nia\' he il leg.il. At a Pecember 16 
Ci ty Counc i l hearing, Staten Island Counc i l 
Member Michael M c M a h o n asked C i ty 
Budget Director M a r k Page whether he 
believed the plan was tlseally p rudent . 
Page s response: "We're w o r k i n g on it." 

None o l this matters as long as the city's 
plan garners necessary approvals f r om the 
C i ty Counc i l and Albany. Bu t A.s,semhly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver has said he may block 
the s tad ium f r o m his perch at the Public 
.•\uth()rily (Control Boanl. And two lawsuits 
fi led on I )ecember 22 chal lenging the pro­
ject's env i ronmenta l review cou ld .signifi­
cantly deLi\ const ruc t ion. The B loomberg 
admin i s t ra t i on is pressing ahead, m a i n ­
ta in ing that the on ly acceptable o p t i o n is 
a p lan that includes a s tad ium and that 
is f inanced thn)ugh an " in f ras t ruc ture cor­
po ra t i on " that bypasses the city's no rma l 
capital budget ing pn)cess. The city is"solv-
inga long- te rm revenue p rob lem"by using 
an of f-budget arrangement. Deputy Mayor 
Daniel Doc to ro f f told the Ci ty Counc i l in 
December, L A U R A W O L F - P O W E R S 

HIGHER P L A N E 

.VIoMA. wh ich promised to beauli ls the 
renovation's roo f top . Camouf lage is al l 
about " b l end ing in , " said Smi th . It's also 
abdul s imu la t ing the landscape. " I l iked 
I he uliM o f tak ing that s imu la t ion and 
tu rn ing it back in to a landscape," he nuied. 

According to Peter Reed, architecture and 
design curator at M o M A , " T h e i rony ot the 
in.stallation is that the camouflage ends up 
screaming at you."The installation coincides 
w i th (Iroiiiniswcll: Construcliii}^ ihc 
i onlciiiponirv lanihaipccurjicd by Reed 
and Irene S h u m , scheduled to open 
February 25. The instal lat ion, wh ich w i l l be 
inaccessible to museum-goers but visible 
f rom sur round ing bui ld ings, wi l l he shown 
wi th 22 other recent urban land.scapes. 

Smi th has covered the roo f w i t h lake 
shrubs and undu la t ing patches o f real and 
art i f icial sic me, recycled black rubber, . i iu i 
recw led cr i i .shed glass. The MoMA 's sensi­
tive structure and budget meant I he ilesign 
had to be l ightweight and economical . 

(in>iiiiil<^wcll closes on May lb , but the 
Smith sculpture w i l l remain , for now. Said 
Reed,"In five years we may choose another 
designer." D C 
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>CATHERINE MALANDRINO 
652 Hudson Street, New York. Telephone 212-929-8710 
Designers: Chr is tophe Pillet and Christoff : Finio Archi tecture 

F o r M a r t i n F i n i o , t h e 8 0 0 - b u l b c h a n d e l i e r , c u r v e d w a l l s h i n g l e d w i t h 

h o n e y - c o l o r e d m i r r o r s , a n d y e l l o w l o u n g e t h a t fill a l m o s t h a l f o f t h e u c w 

c ; a t h e r i n e M a l a n d r i n o b o u t i q u e o n H u d s o n . S t r e e t a r e d e f i n i t e l y u n l i k e 

a n y t h i n g h e h a d d o n e b e f o r e . " I t s p u r e t h e a t l i c s , " h e s a i d . C ' h r i s t o f f : I - i n i o 

A r c h i t e c t u r e , t h e firm h e r u n s w i t h h i s w i l e T a r N i i ( C h r i s t o f f , w a s b r o u g h t 

i n t o w o r k w i t h F r e n c h d e s i g n e r C h r i s t o p h e P i l l e t o n t h e . s t o r e w h e n t h e 

d e s i g n w a s a l r e a d y w e l l u n d e r w a y . " P i l l e t h a d v e r y c l e a r i d e a s a b o u t \ \ h a i 

h e w a n t e d , b u t t h e r e w e r e s t i l l a n e n o r m o u s n u m b e r o l d e t a i l s t o w o r k 

o u t , " f r o m m a t e r i a l s a n d t h e s e v e r a l t o n c h . i n d e l i e r ' s s u p p o r t s t r u c t u r e 

t o t h e s t o r e f r o n t i t , s e l f " R e t a i l i s n e w a n d f u n f o r u s , " s a i d F i n i o . " I t 

r e c j u i r e s a d i f f e r e n t w a y o f t h i n k i n g . T h e f a c e p a c e a n d l o g i c f o r c e s y o u t o 

r e a l l y u n d e r s t a n d y o u r p r a c t i c e i n a d i f f e i v n l w ay." ag 

'MARCH 16,TP,ie 

SDUCATIONAU, INRORMAXIVS, 
RHSNOMSNAI- Cl_AYTOIM SDU-TSCH 'O! 
F=OR ARCHITSCTS S SNGINSSRS 

J o i n c o l l e a g u e s a n d a s s o c i a t e s f o r o u r f o u r t h 
Edu -Tech conso r t i um. It's your o p p o r t u n i t y t o ea rn 
AIA learning unit hours a n d cred i ts for s tate l icenses, 
f a m i l i a r i z e y o u r s e l f w i t h n e w p r o d u c t s a n d b e 
inspi red by top ica l k e y n o t e speake rs ! 

Earn AIA/CES Learning (LU) Hours 
Earn Learning Credi ts 
for State L icenses 

FREE Classes (but limited space) 
FREE Admiss ion to Product 
Showcase Hall 

Keynote Speaker Presentat ions, inc lud ing invi ted guest speaker, 
Richard J . Codey, act ing Governor of t he State of NJ 

n e c s i s x e R i 

A l l an B l o c k C o r p . 
C a m b r i d g e P a v e r s , Inc. 
CBIS 
C lay ton B l o c k C o . , Inc. 
C lay ton C o n c r e t e 
D o w C h e m i c a l C o m p a n y , Inc. 
E s s r o c I t a l c e m e n t i G r o u p 
G r e a t E a s t e r n Techno log ies , LLC 

• R R O V O S R S I N C Z L - U O S : 

H o h m a n n S. B a r n a r d 
H u c k a b e e , Inc. 
M i c h a e l G u r e v i c h 
N a t i o n a l C o n c r e t e M a s o n r y 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
P r o s o c o , Inc. 

R y a n - B i g g s A s s o c i a t e s , P C . 
S u r t e c S y s t e m s , Inc. 

Call 7 3 2 - 9 0 5 - 3 1 4 6 
for your registration 

packet or visit our website C L A Y T O N 
a t w w w . c l a v t o n c o . c o m / e d u t e c h CONCRETE• BLOCK• S*ND 

' American OMrn*<# 
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Aqua, the new, 151-dwel l ing, 8-acre 
c o m m u n i t y on Al ison Island in 
Nor th M iam i Beach has taken shape. 
Its f i rst residents, a gay couple, have 
m o v e d into t he comp lex 's anchor 
bu i l d i ng , a f o r m e r hospi ta l where 
Aqua deve loper Craig Robins w a s 
born . A l t h o u g h Robins w o n ' t be 
hand ing over the keys to the home­
owne rs ' associat ion unti l January 1, 
2006 , the project's success is assured: 
9 6 of its 101 apar tments in bui ld ings 
des igned by Wal ter Cha tham, A l i son 
Spear, and A lexander Gor l in , and 
more than 30 of the 4 6 s ingle- fami ly 
homes des igned by o ther name-
branders, such as Har i r i & Harir i 
and Duany Plater-Zyberk (DPZ), are 
al ready so ld . DPZ master -p lanned 
the communi ty , whose weal thy inhab­
i tants are l ikely t o be mos t l y part-
t imers and w h o wi l l have to go off-
is land for any th ing o ther than wha t 
the one smal l h igh-end convenience/ 
gou rme t retai ler onsite can prov ide. 

It is clear that Aqua w i l l be a New 
Urbanist t r i umph of a new magni tude. 
Dense, austere, and inward- look ing , 
it achieves a ser ious level of des ign. 
Don ' t expect t o see any M c M a n s i o n 
snap-ons here, fo r examp le . Even 
the landscap ing is m in ima l i s t and 
emphas izes Florida f la tness; there 's 
no a t t e m p t t o make th i s a gen t le 
place. Its scale of three-story homes 
jux taposed against tal ler (but not 
overbear ing) apar tment bu i ld ings 
w i th la te-model M i a m i Modern 
undertones and just enough negative 
space is a w e l c o m e contrast to the 
jumb le of oversized towers that l ine 
Coll ins Avenue located to the east, 
across a canal. 

Wha t w i l l establ ish Aqua 's place 
in t he des ign f i r m a m e n t of M i a m i 
Beach—and master -p lanned resort 

c o m m u n i t i e s in genera l—is the 
absolute thoroughness of its p lanning 
and execut ion, in con junct ion w i t h a 
devot ion to des ign excel lence that's 
ev ident at every tu rn . This is a devel­
oper w h o kept h imse l f—or perhaps 
more to the po in t , his archi tects, 
marke t ing t e a m , and sales agen ts— 
in check. Aqua's "amen i t y package" 
is not really about its t w o c o m m u n i ­
ty s w i m m i n g poo ls , nor is it about 
the indiv idual , nontransferable docks 
that be long to each wate rs ide unit . 
It's about des ign and all that the pos­
session of design- i .e . , des ign s a w y -
conveys to the patron. There might 
not be a golf course, but it does have 
the only extant Richard Tuttle mosaic 
mura l . One can just env is ion inhabi­
tants gather ing to gaze at its un ique 
Tutt le, cal led Sp lash, before an 
evening concert in the t iny amphi the­
ater p lanned f o r t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s 
central green space. 

Unl ike e lsewhere in M iami Beach, 
t h o u g h , where des ign sings an easy, 
breezy background tune that fades 
and swel ls block by block. Aqua 's 
insistent song plays in surround sound 
only for those w h o come to l isten. 

That is, if there is anyone h o m e . 
Th is very beau t i fu l , very sma l l 
c i tyscape w i l l seem e m p t y w h e n its 
residents aren' t home, wh ich w i l l be 
of ten. In that empt iness lies the basic 
hole in this perfected New Urban ism: 
A l l th is exquis i te p lace-mak ing , 
despite being rooted in the effort to 
recapture and reviv i fy the landscape 
of c o m m u n i t y , for a place that is 
on ly par t - t ime! W i th a depopula ted 
Wister ia Lane, even desperate house­
w ives m a y w a n t t o ven tu re back t o 
Ocean Drive to loosen up. 

PETER SLATIN IS THE FOUNDER OF 
WWW.THESLATINREP0RT.COM 

THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION COMES UNDER FIRE 

P R E S E R V I N G P R E S E R V A T I O N 
The landmark ing of Edward 
Durrel l Stone's 2 Co lumbus 
Circle has been one of the 
mos t content ious in recent 
history, but it is mere ly the 
t ip of the New York land­
mark preservat ion iceberg. 
It, and hundreds of other 
bu i ld ings , fal l under the 
ideal ly protect ive mach ina­
t i ons of the Landmarks 

Preservat ion C o m m i s s i o n 
(LPC) but , accord ing to a 
recent report ou t l i n ing 
p rob lems faced by c o m m u ­
ni ty g roups w o r k i n g w i t h 
the LPC, preservation groups 
and active citizens alike have 
f o u n d the Commiss ion ' s 
decis ions to be o f ten arb i ­
trary or, worse, secretive. 

W h e n City Counci l met 

on October 20 to respond to 
the report, comp i led by the 
W o m e n ' s City Club (WCC) 
of New York at the behest 
of n u m e r o u s preservat ion 
g r o u p s that f o u n d e r e d in 
their o w n at tempts to open 
lines of commun ica t ion w i th 
the LPC, the meet ing r o o m 
quickly reached capacity and 
m a n y continued on page 14 

i 
We are proud to have provided 

Vermont Unfading Green Slate 
Janegrey Sandstone 
Grafton Marble 

for the new Ivluseum of Modern Art, 

THEATER FOR CORB PUPPET OPERA DESTROYED 

DECONST 

In November, Harvard University celebrated 
the40"" anniversary o l the (Carpenter Clenter 
for the Visual Ar ts , I.e ( iorbusier 's on ly N o r t h 
Amer ican bu i l d i ng , w i t h a mu l t imed ia p ro ­
duc t ion by French conceptual artist Pierre 
i luyghe. His "puppet opera," lluyghc + 
Corbusicr: llarvani Project, tells the story 

o f Corbu 's Harvard commiss ion and was 
per fo rmed in a smal l , amoeba- l ike theater 
insti i l led in an ou tdoor lerrace of the Center. 

The theater was designed and bui l t by 
Michael Mered i t h , a.ssistant prole.s.sor o f 
architecture at Harvard 's ( i raduate School 
o f Design, and his students. They created a 
complex, irregular shell structure made up o f 
more than 500 diamond-shaped polycarbon­
ate panels. Smoo th and whi te o n the inside 
and covered w i th moss on the t)Utside, the 54-
person theater hosted si.\ performances. F i lm 
footage f rom one o f them, along w i th footage 
f r o m October performances at St. Anne's 
Theater in Brook lyn , were edited i n to a f i l m 
that is showing at the (-enter's Serf ( ia i le ry 
through Apr i l 17. 

Today, the qu i rky l i t t le performance space 
is tak ing o n a myth ic .status because it's gone. 

Mered i th had expected the theater to be 
moved to the GSI) , perhaps lent to other 
.schools (Sci-Arc reportedly expressed inter­
est), and ul t imately archived st )mehow. "We 
always thought it wou ld be reused," Mered i th 
says."A.s.sembly and di.sa.ssembly were impo r ­
tant considerations I rom the out.set." 

But on December i , mu.seum workers 
began to remove the theater. Mered i th , who 
had stres.sed to the mu.seum that his students 
be involved in the theater's di.sa.ssembly, heard 
about the work underway. One student 

In a r t is t P ier re i^uyqhe's puppet opera, 
Le Corbusier encounters a blob outside the 
Carpenter Center 

rushed to the Center to e.xplain to the muse­
u m crew how to unbol t and demoun t the 
ig loo- l ike structure but workers ignt)red his 
ple.is.s.nved it apart. . i iui discarded the pici.es. 

Mat thew Barone o f the Har \ ard University 
An Museums ma in ta ined , " The facil i ty was 
always k n o w n to be temporary." C o m m u n i ­
cat ion, the key to large collaborations, .seemed 
to be a l i t t le spotty on that po in t . 

Mered i th and the students who spent fall 
term designing and bu i ld ing the theater were 
upset to .see it unceremoniously disposed, bu t 
now they are sanguine. " I t 's as i f the theater 
were a f igment o f ou r imaginat ion," Mered i th 
said. "At least it went out at the height o f 
its glory." 

The "d isappear ing" o f the theater is a 
k i nd o f sub-p lot that has elevated it beyond 
its sea)nd l idd le role in the mu l t imed ia 
p roduc t i on . It has also saved the theater's 
creators f r o m another k i nd o f pain: Seeing it 
suffer f r om t ime and use. 

KtRA L. GOULD 

\ M l M ( ) \ l 
S r i u c r t It \ r 

S r \ r i : Covii-w^ 

N»IUII*U VtHMONI •,IAn SINCE 1859 

HOC 343 1900 
www.wermontstnJcturalslate.com 
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The classic count ry chair 
k n o w n as the Ad i rondack 
by Amer i cans is cal led the 
Muskoka by Canadians. It's 
f i t t ing, then, that Canadian 
fu rn i tu re c o m p a n y 
N ienkamper is manufactur­
ing and distr ibut ing a stream­
lined, steel- framed version 
of the lounger by Toronto-
based archi tecture f i rm 
Sh im-Sutc l i f fe Archi tects. 

Based on a prototype created 
fo r the modes t l iv ing r o o m 
of the f i rm 's boathouse 
project on Lake Muskoka 
in Ontar io (wh ich w o n a 
Governor General Meda l in 
2004), the HAB chair is s l im 
enough to f i t inside New 
York apartments, and lighter-
look ing than the t rad i t iona l 
w o o d e n mode l f ound on 
upstate decks. It also incor­

porates the classic design's 
func t iona l i t y , p rov id ing 
a l ow-s lung seat that 's 
designed to be comfor tab le 
for a variety of body types, 
and w ide , f lat armrests for 
resting dr inks, books, or 
compute rs . 

Two versions of the chair-
one for i ndoor use, w i t h 
a m o l d e d map le p l y w o o d 
shel l , and the other for 
ou tdoors , w i t h a seat made 
f r o m a s ingle f o lded alu­
m i n u m shee t—went in to 
p roduc t ion at the end of 
2004, and are current ly 
avai lable f r om Nienkamper 
(www.ne inkamper . com) . 
"Due to the propert ies of the 
mater ia ls , the t w o mode ls 
have a s o m e w h a t d i f ferent 
fee l , " said Brigi t te S h i m , 
w h o leads the f i r m w i th her 
husband Howard Sutcl i f fe. 
"The meta l chairs are more 
or igami- l ike and the w o o d 
tends to look more round-
ed-of f . " Both vers ions can 
be cus tomized w i t h leather, 
fabric, and v iny l upholstery. 

The chairs are just part of 
a larger fami ly of furn i ture 
designed by Shim-Sutc l i f fe . 
Their HAB line also includes 
match ing tables in a range 
of styles and a lamp fash­
ioned after f iref l ies t rapped 
under a Mason jar. D G 

T H E I N S T I T U T E O F 

C L A S S I C A L A R C H I T E C T U R E & C L A S S I C A L A M E R I C A 

Academic Programs • Lectures • Travel Programs • Membership 

SPRING 2005 CONTINUING EDUCATION 
COURSES START FEBRUARY 9 

For more information, visit our website or call the Institute. 

THE ARCHITECTURE OF |OZE PLECNIK 
An Architectural Travel Program in Slovenia, Apri l '2K-May 4, 2005 

For information or to register, conliict Classical Excursions, (800) 39()-.')536. 

20 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036 
telephone (212) 730-9646 fax {2V2) 730-!)()49 mflz7institute@classicist.org 

W W W . C L A S S I C I S T . O R G 

Fine, handcrafted wo W e b u i l d ou r 

Now mgtvw hatedwodspedesad 1Q dad ccfers as standard 

lomes far ycur cusiomers Visil marmcom. < r j 1-888-553-9988(m Canada, 1-8C10-263-6I6I) 

Matte (or you 



o LLi 

THE ARCHITECT 'S NEWSPAPER JANUARY 19, ZOOS 

C O 

o 
o I 

THE BATTLE FOR A NEW NYC 
The National Building Museum (NBM) w i l l present His Highness the Aga 
Khan w i th the 2005 Vincent Scully Prize at a black t ie gala in Wash ing ton on 
January 25. His Highness wi l l part ic ipate in a panel d iscussion w i t h Charles 
Correa and Robert Ivy t i t led Design in the Islamic World and its Impact 
Beyond at N B M on January 26 at 6:00 p.m. 

The National Endowment for the Arts granted nine N e w York-based design 
g roups f und ing awards for 2005. The archi tectural journa l 306090was 
awarded $10,000 for pub l ica t ion suppor t ; Artists Space received $12,000 
for its Arch i tecture and Design Program Series; BAM Local Development 
Corporation got $37,500 for its u rban design p r o g r a m ; the Center for the 
Study of Classical Architecture w o n $50,000 for its co l labora t ion w i t h 
Habitat for Human i t y In ternat ional ; MoMA took h o m e $25,000 for P.S.I's 
archi tectural insta l la t ion series; the Monday Morning Foundation secured 
$40,000 to suppor t The Ganzfeld, a des ign publ icat ion; openhousenewyork 
obta ined $22,500 fo r its annual weekend p rog ram; Pamphlet Architecture 
col lected $14,250 for a series of publ icat ions showcas ing work by emerg ing 
architects; and the Van Allen Institute was granted $12,500 to suppor t the 
upcoming exh ib i t ion and publ icat ion Projects in Public Architecture. 

On December 1, Interior Design Magazine celebrated its 20"' anniversary 
w i t h an event to benef i t Arch i tecture fo r Human i t y at the Waldor f Astor ia 
Hotel . A t the event, the magazine inducted William Sofield, Victoria Hagan, 
Matteo Thun, Arthur C a s a s , and Edward A. Feiner into its Hall of Fame. 

On December 2, the AIA named Santiago Calatrava its 2005 Gold Medal 
winner. He is the 61st recipient of the award , jo in ing the ranks of Thomas 
Jef ferson, Frank Lloyd Wr ight , Le Corbusier, and Samuel Mockbee. Calatrava 
w i l l be presented w i t h the award at the Amer i can Arch i tec tura l Founda t ion 
Accent on Archi tecture Gala on February 11 at the Nat ional Bui ld ing M u s e u m 
in Wash ing ton , D.C. 

On December 7, the New York Housing Conference and the National Housing 
Conference presented John Zuccotti, cha i rman of Brookf ie ld Propert ies and 
the Real Estate Board of N e w York, w i t h a Lifetime Achievement Award at 
their 3T 'annua l awards luncheon. 

City of New York 
Parks 8c Recreation 

R E Q U E S T FOR P R O P O S A L S - A R C H I T E C T U R A L DESIGN S E R V I C E S 

PIN: #8462004X040001 

ISSUE DATE: January 11, 2005 
DUE DATE: February 10, 2005 

The City of N e w York is commi t ted to achieving excellence in the design and 
construct ion of its capital p rogram, and bui ld ing on the t radi t ion of 
innovat ion in architecture and engineer ing that has contr ibuted to the 
City's prestige as a global dest inat ion. As part of this effort. Parks & Recreation 
is pleased to announce the fo l lowing contract ing oppor tuni ty : 

Architectural Design Services for the Construct ion of a Visitor's Center in Poe Park, 
Bounded by East 192nd Street, The Grand Concourse and Kingsbr idge Road, 
Borough of the Bronx. 
The City of New York Parks & Recreation intends to select one (1) Professional 
Consultant f i rmAeam for a $174,000.00 contract. 

Copies of the RFP can be obtained at the Agency's website http:/ /www.nyc.gov/parks 
and at the O lms ted Center, R o o m 6 1 , F lush ing, Meadows-Corona Park, F lush ing, 
NY 11368 
dur ing the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
Monday - Friday f r o m January 11, 2005 to February 10, 2005. 

AUTHORIZED AGENCY CONTACT Ms. Grace Fields-Mitchell 
Tel (718) 760-6687 Fax (718) 760-6884 

BUILD ING CODE 

CODE WAR 
HEATS UP 
On November 30, the N e w York City Counci l 
Commi t tee on Housing and Bui ld ings held 
its f irst public hearing to select a replacement 
for the city's bu i ld ing code, an ant iquated 
system of laws that was last updated in 1968. 
The t w o bil ls under cons idera t ion are the 
Internat ional Code Counci l 's Internat ional 
Bu i ld ing Code (IBC) Bluepr in t Bill and the 
Nat ional Fire Protect ion Associat ion's NFPA-
5000 Bil l . The meet ing hall was packed w i th 
const i tuents of both bil ls: Teamsters, code 
enforcers, and architects ral l ied f o r t h e IBC, 
wh i le f i ref ighters, p lumbers , and advocates 
fo r the d isabled pul led for NFPA-5000. A t 
one po in t the c rowd got so raucous that 
Madel ine Provenzano, head of the commi t ­
tee, threatened to close the proceedings to 
those not registered to speak. One part icu­
larly heated m o m e n t came when Peter 
Hayden, FDNY fire chief, spoke out against 
his rank and fi le in suppor t of the IBC. 

Such tens ions were nowhere in s ight 
w h e n the d iscuss ion to replace the current 
bu i ld ing code began in November 2002, at 
wh ich t ime Mayor Michael R. B loomberg 
establ ished the Adv iso ry Commiss ion fo r 
the Adop t i on of a Mode l Code as part of the 
init iat ive to rebui ld Lower Manhat tan after 
9/11. Back then , the choice was between the 
city's ex ist ing code and the IBC, an agg lom­
erat ion of var ious regional codes that is the 
standard in 47 states, inc lud ing New York 
( though New York City has not adopted it). 
The NFPA developed its code in 2002, also 
in an effort to raise safety s tandards. 

Critics of the IBC main ta in that it lacks 
adequate protect ions, wh i le detractors of 
NFPA-5000 assert that it is vir tual ly untested. 

Patricia Lancaster, Depar tment of Bui ld ings 
commissioner , supports the IBC, expla in ing, 
"It has a track record w i t h w idespread 
acceptance across the count ry , and it has 
much more suppor t for users in te rms of 
ease of use and professional t ra in ing . " 

In Apr i l 2003, Mayor B loomberg 's code 
commiss ion recommended that City Council 
approve the IBC after undergo ing a publ ic 
review process. In its report , the c o m m i s ­
sion reasoned, like Lancaster, that the IBC 
is more user- f r iendly than NFPA-5000. For 
instance, wh i le the IBC requires six accessi­
bi l i ty reference manua ls , the NFPA codes 
require 61 . The c o m m i s s i o n also crit icized 
the NFPA code for not a l lowing amendments 
to account for local cond i t ions or chang ing 
needs over t i m e . By cont rast , the IBC bil l 
includes prov is ions for local customizat ion 
and a three-year cycle of updates. Mark 
Ginsberg, president of the AIA New York 
Chapter, sa id, " M o d e l codes are wr i t t en to 
be customized by local jur isd ic t ions and the 
adopt ion of NFPA-5000 w i thou t local cus­
tomizat ion wi l l have disastrous impl icat ions 
of yet unknown propor t ions in the des ign, 
const ruc t ion, and real estate indust r ies. " 

The rev iew process was at the heart of 
the controversy at the November 30 hearing. 
Counc i lman Robert Jackson, sponsor of 
the NFPA bi l l , charged that B loomberg 's 
admin is t ra t ion d i rected the c o m m i s s i o n to 
adopt the IBC f r o m the outset , thereby 
hand icapp ing NFPA-5000. "The cart came 
before the horse in the commiss ion ' s 
process," he said. He denounced the exten­
sive ta i lor ing that the IBC bil l had already 
received f rom members of the commiss ion . 
Asked Jackson, " W h y are w e w o r k i n g on 
ta i lo r ing the code before w e have even 
passed it into l aw?" 

Both the ICC and the NFPA stand to prof i t 
f r o m sales of code manua ls if their codes 
are enacted, so the t w o organizat ions w i l l 
sure ly f ight to the f in ish. The bil l w i l l be 
raised to a counci l vote early this year, 
t hough a meet ing date has not been set. 
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C A L L FOR 
DONATIONS 
The Urban Assembly School of 
Design & Construct ion opened 
its doors to New York City high 
school students in Fall 2 0 0 4 , and 
is current ly seeking donations 
to help start a l ibrary col lect ion 
devoted to the built environment. 
Books and magazines, as well 
as design eguipment like T-
squares, scale rulers, and model-
making supplies are all welcome. 
Ar rangements for pick-up 
or shipping can be made by 
contac t ing Genna Weinstein, 
Urban Assembly coordinator, at 
gweinstein@urbanassemblycom. 

VIRTUAL MEDIEVAL 
The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation awarded Columbia 
University a $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 grant for 
the construct ion of a database 
of v i r tual tours of Romanesque 
French churches. Led by art his­
tory and archeology professor 
Stephen Murray, the project 
will allow users to superimpose 
sections of buildings in layers 
for comparat ive study, as well 
as animate images to show the 
workings of the spatial envelope. 

A R C H I T E C T U R E 
SCHOOL SAVED 
Due to a campaign waged by 
concerned alumni, Cambridge 
University's Archi tecture School 
has been given a reprieve. 
Following a December 8 meeting 
wi th the university's General 
Board, department head Marcial 
Echenique stated that the board 
wil l conduct fu r ther review of 
the depar tment 's proposal for 
f inancial res t ruc tur ing in 
J a n u a r y Updates are available 
at www.scroope.co.uk 

P A R K S GRANT FOR 
G R E E N S T R E E T S 
The Schiff Malls in Manhat tan, 
Cadman Plaza in Brook lyn, 
and a group of Greenstreets in 
Riverdale wil l receive cont inued 
care in the form of a new water 
and maintenance t ruck, thanks 
to a $150,000 donat ion by Bank 
of America. 

DCP R E Z O N E S 
WEST C H E L S E A 
The Department of City Planning's 
rezoning proposal for West 
Chelsea has reached the stage 
of formal public review. Key ele­
ments include new resident ia l 
and commercial development on 
Tenth and Eleventh avenues, the 
provision of affordable housing, 
the conversion of the High Line as 
park/promenade, and the preser­
vation of manufactur ing zoning. 
The appl icat ion now goes to 
Community Board 4 for review as 
part of the seven-month Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure 
(ULURP). 
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You're Only 2 Blocks Away 
From A More Impressive Project. 
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Marble-like appearance • High performance masonry 
Array of natural colors and multi-blends 

Superior durability • Cost-effective maintenance 
Exceeds requirements of ASTM C-90 

Smooth semi-gloss surface • Versatile applications 
Unlimited colors, sca les and patterns 

Excellent fire, stain and graffiti resistance 
Long-term durability and low maintenance • Qualifies a s sanitary walls 
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Visit www.claytonco.com 
Box 3015 
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Clayton Block is a licensed manufacturer of Spectra Glaze® II 
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