DWELL PREFAB HOME WINNER
NEARS COMPLETION

Contemporary design has made its mark on
almost every facet of mass-manufactured
goods in competitive consumer economies—
from toothbrushes to furniture to cars. The
exception, of course, is the house, despite the
efforts of progressive architects over the past
century to devise the domestic equivalent of
a Volkswagen auto or an Eames chair.
Architects and the general public have not
given up on the promise of prefab. Just over
a year ago, Dwell magazine organized a
competition for a prefabricated house for a
couple, Nathan Wieler and Ingrid Tung, who
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pledged to build the winning entry. The
only limits were a budget of $200,000
and size of 2,000 square feet. The win-
ning scheme, a 2-bedroom, 2.5-bath
home by New York firm Resolution: 4
Architecture, began design develop-
ment last June and is scheduled for
completion this July. True to type, the
bulk of the house's construction—
comprised of five modular pieces—
required only two weeks in the factory
to fabricate. Gaining familiarity with
fabrication, complying with state and
local building codes, and dealing with
general contractors constituted the
project’s greatest hurdles, consuming
nearly ten months of the process.
The house's assembly on its rural site,
in Pittsboro, North Carolina, began

in April. The house is coming in on
budget, though with concessions (like
cheaper fixtures), which the clients
and architects accept as part of the
endeavor's R&D. continued on page 5

COURTESY RESOLUTION: 4 ARCHITECTURE

BALMORI'S GREEN ROOF GARDEN
IN BATTERY PARK CITY WINS
EXCELLENCE AWARD

The last residential component of Battery
Park City, the Solaire, designed by Rafael Pelli
who heads Cesar Pelli and Associates’ New
York office, has earned numerous awards and
media attention as the most sustainable resi-
dential highrise in the country. On top of

a LEED Gold rating, an Environmental
Business Leadership Award from the Natural
Resources Defense Council, and a Top Ten
Award from the AIA Committee on the
Environment (COTE), the Solaire, completed
last September, nabbed an award of excellence
from Green Roofs for Healthy Cities (GRHC),
a Toronto-based network promoting the envi-
ronmental benefits of green roofs. Landscape
design firm Balmori Associates received the
award on June 3,at the GRHC’s second annual
Greening Rooftops for Sustainable Communities
Conference in Portland, Oregon. The Solaire is
the only New York project among six winners,
which include the continued on page 4
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COURTESY MATHIEU LALANDE

In 1949 Marguerite Dollander asked
her friend and former art school class-
mate Jean Prouvé to design a modest
vacation house for herself and her
husband, Roger, on a lush site, a former
vineyard, near the beach of St. Clair on
the Cote d'Azur. The nearest town is
Lavandou, between Toulon and St.
Tropez. The couple had honeymooned
on the sunny coast before the war.
Villa Dollander is textbook Prouvé,
with a straightforward L-shaped plan
that opensto a garden where Marguerite
remembers Prouvé’s brothers camping
out. The steel structure and aluminum
roof were fabricated continued on page 4

WHITNEY REVIVES EXPANSION PLAN

The space-starved Whitney Museum of
American Art recently admitted that it has
plans to expand beyond its 1966 Marcel
Breuer building on Madison Avenue, a deci-
sion that surprised no one who remembers
that the museum announced—and then
scrapped—previous visions by Michael
Graves and Rem Koolhaas of a grander
Whitney. What irks some architects is that
the latest Whitney blueprint will be by Italian
superstar Renzo Piano.

News of Piano’s selection from a list of
architects considered by the Whitney was
hinted at in The New York Times on May 19,
but Piano's priority reached the other archi-
tects with whom the Whitney was talking the
night before, in an email from the museum’s
director, Adam Weinberg. The message
warned all those architects not to disclose
the new developments, according to one
architect who has continued on page 2
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NEW HOUSING FOR SALE IN
FAR ROCKAWAYS

On June 3, the New York City Department
of Housing Preservation and Development
(HPD) made available applications for
1,100 condominiums in Queens’ newest
development, Arverne by the Sea. When
complete, the community will consist of
2,300 mostly market-rate residential units
in a mix of for-rent and for-sale condos,
one- and two-family houses, and midrise
apartment blocks located on 100 acres fac-
ing the Atlantic Ocean in the Rockaways.
So far, 27 two-family homes have been built
and sold for between $395,000 and $495,000,
and 121 more are under construction. Mayor
Michael R. Bloomberg welcomed the com-
munity’s first homeownersataribbon cutting
ceremony on May 25. continued on page 3




THE ARCHITECT'S NEWSPAPER JUNE 22, 2004

LETTERS

UNFAIR PLAY

As a member of the Columbia search com-
mittee that nominated Zaha Hadid as dean,
| contest the gross distortion of Laurie
Hawkinson's role in the process (EavesDrop,
Issue 07_4.20.2004). Laurie wholeheartedly
supported Zaha, even as her catapulting
career last summer eradicated the time
commitment to the GSAPP that she'd
initially promised. More importantly, the
critique reveals the limited (and aggran-
dized) understanding of the whole process.
A Columbia search committee is, at best,
merely advisory to the university’s provost
and president, who are the only ones who
negotiate terms with a candidate. In addi-
tion, committee deliberations are supposed
to be confidential, allowing open debate
internally. This breach erodes any confi-
dence in the individuals who spread such
malicious and incorrect gossip.

GWENDOLYN WRIGHT, PROFESSOR,
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

WHERE ARE MODERNISM'S
GUARDIANS?

A small masterpiece, the Richard Feigen
Gallery (1967-69) on the Upper East Side,
designed by Pritzker Prize winner Hans
Hollein, is being disfigured while local
preservationists look on.

It's a pity the New York chapter of
DOCOMOMO (Documentation and Con-
servation of the Modern Movement) could
not have done more to intervene, The
chapter of the international nonprofit,
devoted to protecting modemist works, was
alerted two months ago that the project
was in danger. DOCOMOMO's local rep-
resentatives apparently contacted the
Landmarks Preservation Commission and

researched the legality of the work being
done but—finding that building permits
had already been issued—concluded they
could do nothing to save the building. In
early June, a wrecking crew began to dis-
mantle the facade. Who knows what is
going on inside.

This is particularly disturbing as the
local chapter of DOCOMOMQ is prepar-
ing a big conference in September at
Columbia University. This suggests that the
organization is equipped to deal with the
legacy and preservation of modern archi-
tecture on academic terms, but is ineffec-
tive when it comes to real-world struggles.
Welcome to the Ivory Tower. This is just
another example of a total lack of leader-
ship in the field of architecture.

LIANE LEFAIVRE, CHAIR,

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY AND THEORY
UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED ARTS, VIENNA

ON AGAINT continued from front page
been tracking the Whitney's plans.

The current building campaign gath-
ered steam after the post-9/11 recession
led to the scrapping of the $400 million
Koolhaas plan and the departure of for-
mer director Max Anderson, a Koolhaas
supporter. The museum revived its
ambitions with a list of seven firms that
includes David Chipperfield Architects
and Herzog & de Meuron. Its aim was to
select and pay two or three of the firms
for detailed designs, and then award the
project to one of them. Shifting course,
the Whitney added more names to the
list. Then Piano joined the mix, after one
architect on the list praised his Menil
Collection as an exceptional design.

Piano's selection makes this his fourth
current project in Manhattan. The others
are The New York Times headquarters at
Times Square, a master plan for Colum-
bia University, and the renovation and
expansion of the Pierpont Morgan Library.
Like the Morgan Library redesign, which
demolished an award-winning 1991
courtyard by Voorsanger Architects,
Plan Piano for the Whitney will replace
Richard Gluckman'’s 1998 renovation.

“That happens,” said one architect of
one renovation consuming another, but
he was annoyed that a museum devoted
to American art was so eager to pass over
emerging American architects to hire a
European star. “Any architect could do a
great job on that corner,” he said.
“There's plenty of room. The problem is
you have to keep the facades of these
mundane brownstones,” citing land-
marked buildings south of the museum,
acquired by the Whitney some years ago.

Given the ambition of doubling the
museum’s size on the Whitney’s current
block, the museum'’s leaders were shy
about discussing it. Weinberg did not
return calls for comment.

In a June 3 interview with this writer
on another subject, the Whitney’s trustee
and principal benefactor, Leonard Lauder,
stressed the museum’s need for more
space: “How do you display the works of
art that have been acquired or given to you
by generous donors in a museum whose
walls are basically the same as they were
almost 40 years ago, except for an expan-
sion a few years ago onto the fifth floor?”

Lauder floated an alternative—leaving
Madison Avenue. “If we can get more
space where we are, then of course we'd
preferto stay there, because home is home.
If it turns out that, for whatever reason,
we're not able to get more space, then
we may have to move. DIA moved from
Chelsea to Beacon. I'm not saying we're
going to Beacon, because that hasn't been
contemplated. But the Whitney is today
in its third home. There’s nothing sacrile-
gious about moving homes if there's no
room in the home,” he said.

Insiders discount Lauder’s suggestion
that the Whitney might simply decamp if
its needs can‘t be met on Madison Avenue.
But they're not ignoring him. Sources say
Lauder is expected to pay the full cost of
the expansion, estimated at $200 million.
DAVID D'ARCY

' EAVESDROP IS ON VACATION.




03

The Arverne development, facing the Atlantic
Ocean, features several new public parks.

continued from front page

The Arverne development, centered on a new town plaza
created at the 67" Street stop on the A train, is the fruit of the
HPD’s 2000 RFP for the area that was a resort in the 19" century,
named after its first developer, Remington Vernam, or R. Vern,
as he signed his name. At the turn of the century, Arverne was
home to a thriving community of wealthy vacationers from
New York City. The community boasted Coney Island—esque
attractions including a theater on a pier, an amusement park,
and numerous hotels. Following a series of fires and overzeal-
ous speculation in the late 1910s and early 1920s, the area began
to decline. In the 1950s, white flight, spurred on by the erection
of low-income housing on neighboring plots, completed its
demise. As part of a 308-acre parcel of land, Arverne was des-
ignated by the city an Urban Renewal Area in 1964. The site was
cleared as part of the renewal plan in 1969 and then lay dormant
until the HPD took it up again in the late 1980s.

The HPD's first attempts at development in the 1990s flopped
due to the tanking of the real estate market. A new RFP
was ordered in 2000 and was won by the team of Benjamin-
Beechwood, which bought the Arverne parcel from the city for
$8.3 million in 2001. The developers intend to spend a total
of $100 million on infrastructure and community facilities at
Arverne, which include a YMCA, a school, a transportation
center, and 10 acres of parks.

Benjamin-Beechwood tapped Ehrenkrantz Eckstut & Kuhn
Architects (EE&K) to execute the project’s master plan and
architectural design. EE&K sited detached buildings in a tight-

knit, pedestrian-friendly network of streets that radiate from
the main drag, Ocean Way. The plan bears resemblance to New
Urbanist town Seaside, Florida, according to Peter Cavaluzzi,
Arverne’s lead designer, with most amenities within walking
distance. Residents would have a 45-minute commute to
Manbhattan by train.

The buildings speak a beach house vernacular, with simple,
white-painted wood-grained fiberboard siding, roof decks,
and a variety of pitched roofs that creates some visual interest.
For the community, the Cape Cod look provides a welcome
change from the neighboring development of 12-story brick
housing slabs. “The community didn’t want rows and rows of
crappy ugly boxes,” said Jonathan Gaska, district manager of
Community Board 14 (which includes Arverne) and adjunct
professor of urban studies at Queens College. “We think
[EE&K’s] design is nice—it’s beachy and return to the heyday
of the Rockaways,”

Alternative plans were proposed in a design invitational
put on by the Architectural League of New York in 2001
titled Arverne: Housing on the Edge. The league invited four
research-oriented teams of architects—CASE, a Dutch research
foundation, and the architecture schools at City College,
Columbia University, and Yale—to respond to HPD's REP with
the aim of sparking the debate over housing development.
Rosalie Genevro, the executive director of the league, wrote in
the invitational’s exhibition catalogue, “Every so often, a shock
to the system, in the form of ideas that are radically different
than accepted practice, can provide a useful jolt that opens up
awareness of the enormous number of other ways of doing

things.” The proposals varied in focus, some choosing to con-
centrate on planning and others on housing typology, but all
provided contemporary approaches to housing that contrast
with EE&K’s traditionalist design.

EE&K’s architects agreed that the league’s program had a
positive impact on dialogue and publicity surrounding the
project, but criticized the projects for lack of feasibility.“Though
the Architectural League’s schemes were presented after our
design for the site was complete, they helped to engage the
question of the two-family prototype in the public and raised
the general level of expectation,” said project architect Eric
Fang. “But the alternative proposals were too removed from
real market forces and real development.”

Gaska also thought the show had mixed results. “In a
classroom setting, the proposals were beautiful to look at,”
he said, “but some were too esoteric, and others just weren’t
feasible.”

Unlike most New Urbanist communities, Arverne’s clientele
is expected to be largely working and middle class. Gaska said,
“We want Arverne to be populated with cops, teachers, firemen,
and other government workers—a solid middle class with
a vested interest in the Rockaway community.” As many as
240 condos could be set aside for low-income families, with
prices starting at $175,000, and units are being sold in a lottery
weighted toward Queens District 14 residents.

HPD plans to issue an RFP for 1,500 additional units of
mixed-income housing in the East End of the Arverne renewal
zone in late 2004, and 200 more are on the boards for the
Water’s Edge community. DEBORAH GROSSBERG

L.A.'S GRAND AVENUE TAKES THE
SAFE ROUTE

Under the banner “Re-Imagining Grand
Avenue: Creating a Center for Los Angeles,”
the ongoing effort to revitalize Los Angeles’
downtown is on the public stage again. Last
week, the Grand Avenue Committee (GAC)
and the quasi-public Joint Project Authority
selected two developers, from an original field
of eight, for the proposed 3.2-million-square-
foot regional center at Bunker Hill, near the
Walt Disney Concert Hall. In making its selec-
tion the GAC roundly eliminated the Frank
Gehry-led team that included Harry Cobb, Daly
Genik, Jean Nouvel, Zaha Hadid, and Brad Pitt,
leaving Forest City Development and the
Related Companies still in the running. The
initial field of some 60 architects and planners
has been reduced to AC Martin Partners,
Calthorpe Associates, Thomas P.Cox
Architects, Civitas, and the Project for Public
Spaces working for Forest City; and Skidmore
Owings and Merrill, Morphosis, Elkus/Manfredi,
Gustafson Guthrie Nichol, Levin & Associates,
and Suisman Urban Design for the Related.
Despite, or perhaps exactly because of, the
optimism surrounding continued on page 7

Above: In 1950 the City Planning Authority
developed a masterplan that called for
Bunker Hill to be completely cleared and
replaced by a series of 20-story-high
public apartment blocks arranged around
octagonal-shaped courtyards.

Below: An aerial image taken in 1973

shows that the area has undergon extensive
grading, eradicating many historic struc-
tures (though some were moved to the
Heritage SquareMuseum).

COURTESY LOS ANGELES TIMES AND CPAJCRA

Santiago Calatrava's bridges
have done wonders for Bilbao,
Seville, Venice, Buenos Aires,
and now Redding, California.
The $23 million, 700-foot-long
Sundial Bridge—Calatrava’s
first bridge in the United
States—spans the Sacramento
River and is part of the Turtle
Bay Exploration Park, a 300-
acre nature preserve that
includes walking trails as well

and dam constructions upriver.
The bridge is a great symbol of
the area's restored vitality and
a perfect frame for a spectac-
ular environment.

The design responded to
the requirement that no pillars
or supports could touch the
riverbed, which is an important
salmon habitat. The bridge's
cable-stayed structure hangs
from a 217-foot-high pylon
made of 580 tons of steel.

The deck of the bridge is
also unusual, even for
Calatrava. “It's one of the few
times | have used a space
frame for a deck,” he said. He
did so to allow maximal trans-
parency. The space frame is
layered with a series of steel
ribs, which holds planes of
translucent glass in place.
The reason for the glass deck
was to minimize the shadow
it would cast on the water,
which would affect the
salmon eggs being laid below.
The space frame is also the
source of the bridge's lighting.
“At night, it's like a carpet of
light,” said Calatrava. cLH

COURTESY TURTLE BAY EXPLORATION PARK

as a museum and arboretum.
The bridge opens to the public
July 4,

Whether in urban or natural
settings, Calatrava's bridges
consistently enhance their
landscapes. In the case of the
Sundial Bridge, the client’s
mission is to revitalize and
conserve the area, which had
deteriorated over the past 30
years due to gravel excavation

COURTESY EHRENKRANTZ ECKSTUT & KUHN ARCHITECTS
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HONORS

The New York Landmarks Conservancy presented its 13" Annual Lucy G.
Moses Preservation Awards to the Biltmore Theatre, Kehila Kadosha Janina
Synagogue, 780 West End Avenue, South Street Seaport Museum, Verizon
Building (West Street), and Washington Square Arch (Manhattan); Packer
Collegiate Institute Middle School and Brooklyn Historical Society (Brooklyn);
and Curtis High School (Staten Island). In addition, the Preservation
Organization Award was awarded to the High School for the Preservation Arts
in Brooklyn and the Preservation Leadership Award was awarded to Joan
Maynard, founder of the Weeksville Society in Brooklyn.

The AIA recently announced the recipients of its 2004 Emerging Professionals
Awards. AlA Pennsylvania was named Emerging Professionals Component of
the Year. The title of Emerging Professionals Program of the Year went to the
Young Designers Professional Development Institute at the Boston Society of
Architects, and an honorable mention in the category was awarded to Groen
Hoek: East River Community Boathouse Competition by AlA New York. The
Emerging Professionals Mentorship Award went to Grace Kim of AIA Seattle
for her work with the AlA national Mentoring Task Group. Matt Ostanik of AlA
lowa received the Associate AIA Member of the Year Award. Honorable mentions
in the same category went to Emily Eastman of AIA New York and Jason

Dale Pierce of AlA St. Louis. Recipients were honored at the AlA National
Convention and Design Expo in Chicago, June 10.

The American Audlmv in Rome awarded its 108" annual Rome Prize to

28 winners, including John Hartmann, partner at Freecell Architecture and
professor at NJIT; Michael A. Herrman, architect at Ateliers Jean Nouvel; Peter
Lynch, head of the architecture department at Cranbrook Academy of Art;
Allan Wexler, professor at Pratt Institute School of Architecture; Sarah Kuehl,
associate at Peter Walker and Pmmmmm prasldentofﬁokfen
Bough Landscape Architecture. The prize provides room, bsoard,shpmd and
studio to live and' mrkatmeamdemy
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continued from front page
Ford Assembly Plant in
Dearborn, Michigan,
and the parking garage at
Soldier Field in Chicago.
Green roofs are cropping
up in cities worldwide, rec-
ognized for their ability to
mitigate storm-water run-
off and urban heat island
effect. German cities have
been leading the movement,
though in North America,
Chicago, Portland, and
Toronto have made great

Aerial view of the roof garden of the Solaire, adjacent to

the Hudson River

absorb 70 percent of rain-
fall, which is filtered and
deposited in a basement
cistern for use in irrigating
nearby parks. All the roof’s
plantings can handle harsh
urban rooftop conditions
like drought, strong winds,
pollution, and solar radia-
tion, and can adapt to shal-
low soil depths.

The roofs literally provide
a breath of fresh air for the
city where smog, an over-
abundance of concrete,and
alack of open space can

inviting when they’re paved
with black asphalt. Green
roofs, in contrast, are often
awelcome sight,” said
Diana Balmori, principal
of Balmori Associates. “But
the design of green roofs
still they have along way to
go. There are many richer
possibilities, but costs add
up quickly.”

One way Balmori offset
the high cost of an intensive
terrace is to test the survival
of unconventional rooftop
gardens, such as bamboo,

Services Administration on June 3, atagala inWashmgton. D. C. strides in pushing local gov- raise summer tempertures  which have a higher toler-
ernments to provideincen- by more than 5 degrees ance for shallow soil depths.
The American Auduw dmm awarded Vienna-based architect tivesto buildersand property  higher than those of sur- In other words, they can

Hans Hollein its $5,000 Arnold W. Brunner Memorial Prize in Architecture, and
honored Cambridge-based Preston Scott Cohen and New York-based Marion
Wﬁamw’mmmw,mmmmumm

Atelier BUILD was reeenﬁvclmeenbyme Canada eounell hrﬂnkuasthe
Mmmmwm%ﬁmm award. ‘

third place finish. Two honorable mentions, to Dylan Sauer of the University of
cmmandmmofmm“;mm”nnhomm
The Berkeley Travel Fellowshij mﬂedmoneoﬂhuﬁmmeﬁml’m,
mmmwmawwwmm&svdmmh 1sed for

Thoswond amwm&lq

Inc., won second prize, a ﬁgmbwe iPod and a ﬂw«;rudltfommi mmria!e. :

The Graham| mmmmnmmmm its
January 2004 grants in May. The 64 recipients include: 306090, $5,000, for
publication support; Diana Agrest, $10,000, for The Making of an Avant-Garde:
The Institute for Architecture and Urban Studies 1967-1984; Architecture for
Humanity, $7,500 for the publication, Design Like You Give A Damn; Baruch
College, $5,000, for the exhibition, Underground Art, 1925-1950: A Centennial
Celebration of the New York City Subway; City College of New York, $2,500, for

research leading to publication of turf, an architectural journal; Kingsley and
Jerilou Hammett, $10,000 for research leading to publication of The
Suburbanization of mmmm World's Gmmatytsaeoonngust
Another Town; Caroline Maniaque, $5,000 for the project, A Primitive Modern
Masterpiece: Le Corbusier's Jaoul Houses in Paris (1951-55); and NYC2012,
$5,000 for the design competition, Olympic Village Innovative Design Study.
WBEZ Radio of Chicago took home the biggest grant, a whopping $100,000,

owners to implement green
roofs. In New York, various
groups, including the
Environmental Business
Association (EBA), the
Pratt Institute Center for

and support of green roofs.
The Solaire, which actually
has two roof gardens, has by
far the largest green roof in

study in Balreehml the tristate region. The gar-
: den won in the “intensive
residential” category, for its

$200,000, 5,000-square-foot
terrace on the 19" floor. The
building also has a 4,800-
square-foot “extensive”—
i.e., with less than six inches
of mulch—green roof on
the 28* floor which is not
accessible to tenants.
Solaire’s intensive green
roof system consists of a
carpet of sedum with self-
sustaining shrubs and peren-
nials as well as a bamboo
forest that acts as a wind-
screen. The plantings

rounding suburbs. “The
Solaire’s green roofs stay
cool due to water evapo-
rating from the plants, thus
taking care of overheating
issues on the top floor,” said

of rooftops in New York
City represent a huge swath
of the city’s available land-
scape. “Roofs aren’t very

survive in “extensive” sys-
tems, which are cheaper.
The designer also argues
that green roofs recoup
their costs to some extent
given their environmental

Community and Rafael Pelli, who isamem-  savings. “If you really
Three winners of the mwmmmm Environmental (PICCED), ber of the U.S. Green count the benefit of lower-
announced on June 3. Angela Nyka of lowa State University won the $3,000 and the nonprofit Building Council. ing temperatures, saving
first prize, Barak Levy of the Technion in Israel took home the second place Earthpledge, have been For proponents of green  water, cleaning water,
prize of $1,250, and John Rea of Virginia Polytechnic Institute got $750 for a pushing for more awareness  roofs, the 22.7-square-miles  retaining water in peak

storms,and reusing water in
times of drought,” she said,
“the added costs start to
seem small.” PAULA LEHMAN

The roofs literally provide

a breath of fresh air for

the city where smog, an
overabundance of concrete,
and alack of open space can
raise summer temperatures
by more than 5 degrees.

continued from front page
in Prouvé’s factory in Nancy, and assembled on site. Back in its day, neighbors were
waorried that house—a genuine light construction—would be blown away by the wind.

COURTESY BALMOR! ASSOCIATES

for enhancing its arts, architecture, and regional planning programming.
; The circulation for the 75-square-meter house—which has three bedrooms, one

bath, a living room, and a kitchen—is the outdoor terrace. “It's a true summer
house,"” said Mathieu Lalande, grandson of the Dollanders. “You have to go outside
to reach the other rooms but you live outside most of the time here anyway.”

The family decided to sell the house, after the recent death of its longtime caretaker.
Interested buyers should contact Lalande at mat.lalande@laposte.net. cLH
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Many of the Dwell contest’s 13
other finalists have also had some
success with their prefab designs
in the last year though are grappling
with the same issues that mass-
production-minded architects tried
to balance for the last century:
function, affordability, and value.

Custom, architect-designed
homes average about $400 to 500
per square foot, compared the $150
to 200 per square foot that many of
these designer prefab houses are

hitting. Ron Radziner, partner in
Los Angeles firm Marmol Radziner
+ Associates, whose design costs
about $200 per square foot, was
quick to point out that prefab may
not be for everyone. “It's certainly
not the least expensive option,
which is the manufactured home,”
he said. New York's kOnyk archi-
tecture devised two models of
prefab houses, one at 1,200 square
feet and $250,000, and another at
1,500 square feet and $300,000.
Naturally, the expectation is that
prices will drop once the design/

microsol
resources

fabrication processes become more
accepted and implemented. Dwell
client Wieler’s eponymous com-
pany, which builds and develops
architect-designed houses, is now
marketing two versions of
Minneapolis-based Ralph Rapson
& Associates’ Greenbelt home
(another Dwell finalist), and has
managed to find a factory in North
Carolina to produce the units at
$100 to 125 per square foot.

Certainly, designer prefab has
been steadily attention. Resolution:
4 Architecture has sold 13 of its

Marmol Radziner + Associates’ Desert Home (left)
and kOnyk architecture’s Up!House (right)

prefab homes, all following the
modular design typologies explored
in its original Dwell submission.
Another finalist, Rocio Romero,
based in Perryville, Missouri, sold
three of his 1,160-square-foot LV
Homes. And both Radziner and
Konyk said they received hundreds
of inquiries following the competi-
tion, including some serious possi-
bilities. Observed Konyk, “Designer-
prefab houses are a natural out-
growth of Internet commerce, where
you order something today and
have it on your doorstep tomorrow.”
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have become the largest authorized Autodesk Architectural Reseller
in the New York area, and one of only 3 Autodesk
"Premier Solulions Providers" in the country.

If you are not yet a member of our family of clients, please call the
number below. We look forward to supporting your CAD needs.
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Despite the seeming spike in
interest, however, architects have
a long way to go to claim the 95
percent of the built environment
that isnt designed by them.
Hopefully the “design for the
masses” attitudes of lkea, Design
Within Reach, Target, and Dwell,
which have been raising design
awareness among the general public
and making designer items more
accessible to a wider consumer
base, will extend beyond the stuff
that fill our houses, to our very
houses themselves. JAMES WAY
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The Canadian Center for Architecture raised more than
$500,000 at its annual ball, Celebration of Architecture,
earlier this month. The gala, under the honorary patron-
age of Cirque du Soleil's founder Guy Laliberté, was
themed “Architecture and Circus.”

UNESCO formally declared Tel Aviv's White City a world
heritage site on June 8. The White City was shaped by
European immigrants who brought Bauhaus-influenced
architectural ideals to Israel between 1931 and 1956.
UNESCO adopted the World Heritage Convention treaty
in 1972 to protect and preserve international cultural
and natural sites considered of outstanding value.

The Structural Engineering Institute of the American
Society of Civil Engineers is calling for public comment
on the proposed revisions to the 2002 editions of its
Building Code Requirements for Masonry Structures and

Specifications for Masonry Structures. The standards
and specifications are referenced extensively in the
United States’ model building codes. To participate in
the public comment process from June 15 to July 29,
visit www.seinstitute.org. The Masonry Standards Joint
Committee will review and address all comments sub-
mitted through the public ballot.

“If you've ever stepped in dog doo, you know how impor-
tant it is to enforce the canine waste law,” said former
mayor Edward Koch on June 2 at Madison Square Park
to celebrate the 25" year of the Canine Waste Law,
commonly referred to as the “pooper-scooper law.”
The public celebration was a reminder to New Yorkers
to clean up after their dogs.

The first house of the much-anticipated Houses of
Sagaponac was finished this month. Hariri & Hariri's
5,000-square-foot contribution to the dream home
development entered the market at $2.95 million. Henry
N. Cobb's design, the first to sell, pre-sold at $2 million.

It is still under construction, along with residences by
Stan Allen, Shigeru Ban and Dean Maltz, Samuel
Mockbee, and Annabelle Selldorf.

The draft recommendations for the World Trade Center
Site Memorial Center released earlier this month are
open for public scrutiny. Interested parties may view the
recommendations and make comments through July 1
at www.renewnyc.com.

The Departments of Transportation and Design and
Construction announced the selection of three finalists
in the international City Lights competition: Atelier
Imbrey Culbert (New York); Skidmore, Owings & Merrill
(Chicago); and Thomas Phifer and Partners (New York).
Three alternates were selected: Staubach + Kuckertz
Architekten (Berlin); Christoff: Finio Architecture (New
York); Leni Schwendinger Light Projects (New York).
The finalists were selected from 201 submissions from
23 countries. Finalists will submit final designs by
September 17. The winner will be announced in October.

Light. Ideas. Systems.

MANHATTAN
Janovic Plaza - East Side
212.645.5454

MANHATTAN
Janovic Plaza - Soho
212.627.1100

ROSLYN HEIGHTS, NY
Willis Paint
516.484.2721

SOUTHOLD, NY
Southold Paint
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Janovic/Paint House
631.537.9700

ENGLEWOOD, NJ
Eagle Paint & Wallpaper
201,568.6051

GREENWICH, CT
McDermott Paint
203.622.0699

DARIEN, CT
The Paint Center/Rings End

In collaboration with its international partners, SELUX
interior and exterior architectural lighting systems
enhance urban life-style with creative lighting solutions.
Our manufacturing facility in NY provides the support
to our global perspective with the strength of American

manufacturing.

www.selux.com/usa

800.735.8927
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THE PINNACLE OF THE DUTCH ART OF PAINT-MAKING.
Formulated with great care using only the finest ingredients, our paints wrmmm o | 2 - T
produce complex living colors that enhance any environment. M \IDILIN GER ASSOCIATTI :b, INC

CONSULTING ENGINEERS
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Please call 1.800.332.1556 or visit our website for product information,
retailer locations or home delivery: www.FINEPAINTSOFEUROPE.COM







