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WTC MEMORIAL CHALLENGES L I B E S K I N D MASTERPLAN 

R E F L E C T I N G 
A B S E N C E 
U N V E I L E D 

Everyone has their favorite go- to wo rd . It appears t l iat Michael Arad's 
is "enormi ty . " 

A rad was just another struggl ing, unrecognized assistant architect 
w o r k i n g for the New York ( J ty Hous ing Au tho r i t y unt i l his memor ia l 
design Reflecting Absence was chosen by the W o r l d Trade Center Site 
Memor ia l Compe t i t i on ju iT on January 6"'. The final design, the result 
o f Arad's L M D C - s p o n s o r e d co l laborat ion w i t h Ca l i fo rn ia land.scape 
architect Peter Walker and negot iat ions w i t h Dan ie l L ibesk ind, was 
unveiled in a press conference January 14 ' \ 

O n the single boa rd he submi t ted to the j u r y last summer , A r a d 
called for placing two reflecting pools in the tower footpr ints, th i r ty feet 
below grade, leaving the rest o f the site cleared to draw at tent ion to the 
vo id . More than any o f the other seven finalists, Arad ignored master 
p lanner Danie l L ibesk ind s emphasis on the p i t and the s lu r ry wa l l , 
caUing rather for a flat field w i t h walkways d o w n in to die tw in voids 
and back ou t , a l ong memor i a l wa lk that emphasized, he said," the 
eno rm i t y o f the destruct ion." 

Chal leng ing Libeskind's design, Arad proposed, in the words o f 
the recently leaked text f r o m his o r ig ina l submiss ion , "an alternative 
v iew o f how the site can be integrated in to the fabric o f the city," b r ing­
ing the memor i a l back up to street grade. W h e n asked how he felt 
about the in i t ia l proposal and final choice o f a design that disregards 
his v is ion , L ibeskind said that he found the memor ia l to be a "s imple, 
clear s tatement" that was in l ine w i t h , i f no t the exact master p lan , 
his spatial "ma t r i x . " 

T h e second version o f the design, edited by the L M D C and beefed 
up w i t h the aid o f $1.30,000 they prov ided, was continued on page 2 

° Arad, Walker, and Libeskind's WTC spatial matrix. 

F E A S I B I L I T Y OF QUEENS MUSEUM D E S I G N UNDER REVIEW 

Moss Still Growing In Queens 
In 2002 the city of N e w York, in an at tempt to 
upgrade the status of publ ic archi tecture in 
the city, sponsored an internat ional compet i ­
t ion to select a design for the expansion of the 
Queens M u s e u m of Ar t in Flushing M e a d o w 
Park. The c o m p e t i t i o n w a s organ ized by 
f o rmer Pr inceton Dean Ralph Lerner and the 
h igh-prof i le ju ry inc luded Peter E isenman, 
Merr i l l E lam, Ben Van Berkel , Susan Chin 
f r o m the Depar tment of Cul tura l Af fa i rs , and 
Anne Papageorge f r o m the Depar tment of 
Design and Const ruc t ion. 

Out of near ly 200 entr ies, the c o m m i t t e e 
selected a des ign by Eric Owen Moss 
Archi tects of Cal i fornia, continued on page 2 
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ARCHITECTURE SUMMER 
PROGRAMS:USEFUL OR U S E L E S S ? 

S U M M E R 
SWEAT 
Arch i tec tu re schools na t i onw ide began 
accepting applications to summer programs 
again th is lanuary, re ign i t i ng the debate 
over the p rog rams ' value a m o n g leading 
archi tecture educators. In the pa.st few 
years, demand f o r archi tecture summer 
programs at C o l u m b i a , Co rne l l , Parsons, 
and Pratt , the fou r ma jo r archi tecture 
schools in New York that of fer s u m m e r 
sessions f o r non-degree candidates, has 
ri.sen steadily, according to p rogram a d m i n ­
istrators. W i t h ro l l ing admissions policies, 
prograins have been f i l l ing up before dead­
l ine and tu rn ing away qual i f ied candidates 
even as some expand. 

N e w York schools have been o f fe r ing 
s u m m e r archi tecture programs for h igh 
school, college, and graduate students w i t h 
a wide range o f educat ional backgro imds 
since the early 1970s. M a r c h i n g under 
the banner o f oppo r tun i t y , these m o n t h -
l ong intensive c o u r s e s — I n t r o d u c t i o n to 
Archi tecture ( l A ) at C o l u m b i a University, 
Summer College(SC) at Cornel l University, 
Summer Intensive Studies (SIS) at Parsons 
School o f Design, and summer architecture 
seminars at Pratt Ins t i tu te—have few, i f 
any, admissions requ i rements , accept ing 
students on a first-come-first-serve basis. 
The programs cla im to offer unprecedented 
breaks for underqual i f ied or indecisive bud ­
d ing architects by pe rm i t t i ng just under 
400 students each year to t r y archi tecture 
at top schools before continued on page 4 
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The dead of winter might seem a strange time to be publishing an 
article about summer architecture programs, but this is precisely 
the time when schools are pushing for applicants—mostly young 
people who are considering entering the profession. If they decide 
to continue on this career path, what might they expect? 

Schools are continually (or should be) reviewing their own edu­
cational methods and standards, in order to remain fresh, relevant, 
and—importantly for them—capable of attracting the best talent 
out there. Architectural pedagogy, like the profession itself, has 
changed dramatically in the last decade, primarily due to the intro­
duction of the computer to the drafting room. By now, however, 
the digital revolution has extended beyond the initial thrill of 
giving designers the power to imagine and build unprecedented 
forms. Computers have sunply become central to every aspect of 
architectural practice, from a project's conception and research to 
its presention and execution. Architectural education used to be 
about learning from master designers who shared their practical 
experiences with students. Now, studios and classrooms are mostly 
about mastering new technological tools. 

The gap between what goes on in the classroom and what goes 
on in the workplace has been a persistent dilemma in architectural 
education. Thomas Hanrahran, dean of the School of Architecture 
at Pratt Institute, thinks this rift is especially pronounced in New 
York, due to the fact that the city's most active architects lack sub­
stantial relationships with local schools. For them, contact with 
schools is limited to occasional jury appearances or accreditation 
visits. For the many practitioners who do indeed teach, those who 
are actually building often breeze in and out of their classes, and are 
relatively inaccessible to students. A walk through the haUs of most 
architecture schools reveals that the teacliing load is increasingly 
shouldered by young architects with limited building experience. 

Just as schools need more professional involvement, schools 
must prove the validity of their approaches in order to gain the 
profession's interest and willingness to test the ideas that their stu­
dents are so eagerly developing. In New York, schools tend to have 
more pedagogical debates internally or with institutional rivals 
than they do with potential employers and clients. But research 
and projects that lack engagement with the real world help neither 
students nor the profession, WILLIAM MENKING AND C A T H Y L A N G HO 

MOSS STILL GROWING IN QUEENS 
continued from front page Tal<ing advan­
tage of space the m u s e u m w i l l get when 
it takes over an ad jo in ing sicating rink, the 
Moss des ign features a large central pub­
lic space, pub l ic p romenade , theater, and 
n e w gal ler ies inc lud ing one w i t h f ive ver­
t ical l i f t g lass doo rs tha t can d iv ide the 
space fo r var ious exhib i ts . The publ ic face 
of Moss 's des ign is a w i l d l y compl i ca ted 
s w o o p i n g — o r d rap ing—glass roof tha t 
plays of f the staid classicism of the exist­
ing bu i l d i ng , once a pav i l ion for bo th the 
1939 and 1964 Wor ld 's Fairs. It is a spec­
tacular des ign that is meant to open the 
m u s e u m to the su r round ing park. 

The expansion is n o w under pre-prel im-
inary assessment to exp lore the feas ib i l i ­
ty of cons t ruc t ing it's comp lex des ign. 
Wi l l the m u s e u m and Moss be able t o 
co l laborate and g ive the city t he k ind of 
dynamic archi tecture that th is compe t i t on 
was in tended t o produce? Whi le Moss is 
undoub ted ly nervous that his des ign wi l l 
be c o m p r o m i s e d du r ing the usual round 
of mod i f i ca t i ons and changes . But there 
is reason fo r hope. The cur ren t M u s e u m 
Director Tom Finkelpear l app l ied fo r his 
pos i t ion on the basis of his en thus iasm 
fo r the Moss des ign . Let's hope fo r the 
best in Queens, WILLIAM MENKING 

Eric Owen Moss Archi tects ' expansion of 
the Queens Museunn of Ar t 's opens to the 
surrounding park. 

S U B S C R I B E @ A R C H P A P E R . C O M 

REFLECTING ABSENCE UNVEILED continued 
from front page released in November. Thi.s 
prc)pt)sal moved Libeskind's cu l tura l center 
o f f site and emphasized the stone parapets 
su r round ing the voids, the names o f the v ic­
t ims inscr ibed Maya L in -s ty le , underscor ing 
the scope o f the tragedy w i t h , A rad wro te , 
the " e n o r m i t y o f the space." 

T h e final des ign—the result o f a j u r y -
steered co l labora t ion w i t h Walker—evo lved 
to include low shrubs, paved walkways, and 
" teeming groves o f trees." Walker expla ined 
the lack o f open g r o u n d by p o i n t i n g o u t at 
the unvei l ing at Federal Hal l that this is to be 
a space for "con temp la t ion and ref lect ion," 
not"Fr i .sbee- throwing." In the press release 
announc ing his .selection A rad spoke about 
" the eno rm i t y o f the task" presented to h i m ; 
ho ld ing fast to his favorite word even as his 
bapt ism by redevelopment process fire began. 

No t used to be ing o n stage, the tal l , s l ight ly 

5 In Michael Arad's memorial design, the 
^ original towers are occupied by reflecting 
g pools. Below the pools he has included spaces 
S for guiet contemplation. 

a w k w a r d A rad managed to rema in ca lm 
th roughou t his presentat ion, w h i c h at t imes 
resembled a first-year s tud io review. He 
po in ted ou t the featiu-es o f the m e m o r i a l 
in a manner reminiscent o f Dav id Childs" 
s t ra igh t fo rward exp lanat ion o f Freedom 
Tower's design in December, bu t w i t h o u t 
CJiild.s' poli.sh. Wh i le acknowledging his o w n 
inab i l i t y to comprehend the fami l ies ' loss, 
A rad professed hope that his design m igh t 
satisfy everyone, f r o m civ i l ians' ch i ldren to 
heroes' wives. 

W h e n the c o m p e t i t i o n was announced, 
Arad was w o r k i n g for the New York C i ty 
Hous ing A u t h o r i t y as an assistant architect 
o n the on ly project he ever d i d for t h e m — 
in i t ia l feasibi l i ty studies invo lv ing the mass­
ing , site, and fa(;ade considerat ions for the 
design o f a pol ice stat ion. Arad's wi fe became 
pregnant, a fo r tu i tous coincidence because 
N Y C H A's excellent matern i ty leave pol ic ies— 
"you ' re pregnant , your wife's pregnant , 
your dog's pregnant , you get f ou r to eight 
mon ths "—a l lowed Arad t ime o f f f r o m w o r k 
to complete his proposal. 

Wh i l e no one in the of f ice knew that he 

was w o r k i n g on a proposal fo r the biggest 
memor i a l compe t i t i on eve r—Arad w o n 
ou t over 5,200 o thers—an associate at 
N Y C H A says that he's happy for A rad , a 
"smar t , enthusiastic, ha rdwork ing , ded i ­
cated, and ta lented" man . A col laborator 
o f Arad's, fo rmer dbox an imator Eric 
Schu ldenf re i—who prepared the graphics 
for the memor i a l and the SOM/Libe.skind 
" reconc i l ia t ion p l an " (the L M D C ' s t e r m 
for the Freedom Tower rev is ion)—spoke 
h igh ly o f A rad , saying that he is "extremely 
capable" o f the task facing h i m . 

N o w that A rad has j o i ned the cast o f 
the Lower Manha t tan redevelopment 
process, i t remains to be seen what is i n 
store. I f the short bu t t u m u l t u o u s h is tory 
o f G r o u n d Zero is any th ing to go by, i t is 
l ikely that his design w i l l be pushed and 
pul led, tweaked and re-tweaked, eventual ly 
p lay ing i n to the hands o f those whose 
commerc ia l interests are at the real heart 
o f this spectacle. It's s t i l l possible that 
someone may come a long and do to 
Michael what Michael just d id to Daniel . 

EVA H A G B E R G 
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A PRITZKER PRIZE-WORTHY SNUB 
When a Pri tzker Prize winner shows up, the least you could do is say Hi. That, 
at least, was what some were th ink ing at a recent two-hour talk given by Kevin 
Roche at t he AIA New York Chapter 's Center for Arch i tec ture. There to discuss 
his design for the new Museum of Jewish Heritage, the 81-year-old Pr i tzker 
recipient arr ived f rom his Connecticut off ice a full hour and a half early. However, 
we hear chapter execut ive d i rec tor Rick Bell hardly acknowledged Roche, 
despite being spot ted in the building during much of the nearly four-hour visit. 
" I was astounded and f labbergasted that no one [ including Bell] came down t o 
greet Kevin," says a wel l -placed at tendee, who -w i l d l y or no t -specu la tes the 
snub has something to do wi th Bell's rumored support of Richard Meier in the 
Pr i tzker w inner -on ly race t o design a new bui lding fo r t he Uni ted Nations 
(Roche is also one of four contenders) . Roche's rep decl ined comment , while 
Bell did not re turn repeated calls. 

STOREFRONT WARMS UP, 
CHILLS OUT 
Almost twenty years a f ter it opened i ts sliver of a Kenmare Street space -w i th 
i ts funky bu t d ra f t y and un insu la ted 1993 facade by S teven Hol l and V i to 
A c c o n c i - t h e notor ious ly f r ig id Store f ront for A r t and Arch i tec tu re has f inal ly 
entered the cl imate-control led era. Donated services and materials recently gave 
the downtown inst i tu t ion a central heating system, and we're to ld air condi t ion­
ing is also on i ts way 

'MKOOLTOO! 
One of the more curious collaborations recently has been between nonagenarian 
Philip Johnson and night l i fer Steve Lewis on the design of the super- t rendy new 
Marguee club, which features a slick facade, central stair and glass wall designed 
by Johnson and Alan Ritchie's f i rm. How did this happen? Apparent ly, Johnson's 
sti l l got some compet i t i ve yen in him, and it 's been brought out by (relat ive) 
young'uns like Rem Koolhaas. " [ Johnson ] was asking why Koolhaas is consid­
ered for t rendy and hip projects like Prada," says someone close to t he project , 
"and why someone [like himsel f ] who's designed the wor ld we live in wouldn' t be 
a hip and t rendy guy." Before long, those familiar wi th Johnson's yearnings intro­
duced him to the Marguee's owners, and so began his induct ion into clubland. 

L E T SLIP: ACHEN(«ARCHPAPER.COM 

Sant iago Calatrava unve i led his w ing- l i ke des ign for the pe rmanen t W o r l d Trade 
Center PATH stat ion at the Win te r Garden on January 22nd. A soar ing s t ructure that 
incorporates Libeskind's " w e d g e of l ight , " the r ibbed glass ground- leve l s t ructure 
w i l l b r ing l ight t h r o u g h the te rm ina l to p la t fo rms 60-feet below. Mayor Michael 
B loomberg 's response? " W o w . " E H 

STEVEN HOLE'S F I R S T NEW YORK B U I L D I N G S T I L L ON TRACK 

Pratt Inst i tute's School of Archi tecture w a s 
housed fo r m a n y years in a 19"'-century 
f o r m e r prep school a block f r o m its ma in 
campus in Brook lyn . In 1996 the bu i ld ing 
caught f i re and, wh i le the t w o w i n g s of the 
H-shaped st ructure were salvageable, its 
f ive-story center w a s dest royed. 

Preservat ion is ts we re d is t raught at the 
des t ruc t ion of t he h is tor ic bu i l d i ng , but 
Pratt's arch i tec ture facul ty joked that w i t h 
the f ire insurance set t lement they w o u l d at 
least get a new faci l i ty. In fact, the insurance 
m o n e y was nearly enough to renovate the 
remain ing w i n g s and the school w a s able 
to reoccupy the bu i ld ing . 

In 1999 the inst i tute held a compet i t ion 

to rebui ld the bui ld ing 's vacant center and 
Steven Holl was selected as pr inciple 
designer. Holl co l laborated w i t h Rogers 
Marve l Archi tects w h i c h redesigned and 
renovated the bui ld ing 's w ings . 

The inst i tute is stil l seeking a major donor 
for the project but is c o m m i t t e d to rebu i ld­
ing the school using Holl 's des ign, w h i c h 
w a s app lauded by both preservat ionists 
and the school's modern is t - lean ing facul ty. 
Cons t ruc t ion of the bu i ld ing—Hol l ' s f i rst 
in N e w York Ci ty—is set to begin in Ma rch 
and the inst i tu te has just selected F. J . 
Sc iame Construct ion Company as project 
manager. The inst i tute expects classes t o 
begin in the bu i ld ing in fal l 2005. WM 

p y ^ y 
Woven vinyl flooring in w2w and mats. Only from Chilewich. 

w w w . p l y n y l . c o m 
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SUMMER SWEAT continued from front page 
a t tempt ing app l ica t ion to degree programs. 
Cooper U n i o n also conducts a s u m m e r p ro ­
g ram which includes thi cc-dimensional draw­
ing classes geared toward aspi r ing young 
architects. New York summer programs draw 
students from a round the w o r l d and compete 
w i th similar programs across the nat ion, inc lud-
uig Harvard University's Career Discovery (CD) , 
the largest o f the programs. Summer programs 
are four to six weeks long and cost between 
$2,000 to $5,000. 

Summer programs have long been marketed 
as ways fo r inexper ienced students to bu i l d 
por t fo l ios , and thus gain ent ry to undergradu­
ate or graduate degree programs. Comp le t i on 
o f a summer program is indeed correlated w i t h 
h ig i i acceptance rates. Abby Eller, d i rector o f 
SC, calculated that a round 10% o f undergrad­
uate architecture students completed Q) rne i rs 
summer school ; Peter Whee lwr igh t , chair o f 
Parson's Depar tment o f Archi tecture, In ter io r 
Design, and L ight ing, estimated t l iat up to 12% 
o f the graduate architecture class attended SIS; 
and Sophia Emperador, Coord ina to r o f C D , 
said that 25% o f graduate students at Harvard's 
Graduate School o f Design had gone to C D . 
C o l u m b i a decl ined to give an est imate, bu t 
administ rators from all tour schools conceded 
tha i summer programs func t i on as recru i t ing 
tools for architecture degree programs. 

A l t hough summer programs can be useful 
for students w i t h a s u m m e r to spare, George 
Ranall i .dean o f the Depar tment o f Arch i tedure 
at C i t y Col lege, the on l y pub l i c archi tecture 
school in New York Ci ty , argued, " M a n y s tu ­
dents feel too much pressure to gain w o r k 
experience and earn m o n e y d u r i n g the s u m ­
mer mon ths , mak ing them unable to a f fo rd 

s u m m e r programs." Ranal l i added that C i t y 
College does no t conduct a summer p rogram 
due to a perceived low demand a m o n g its 
students. Bernard Tschumi , f o r m e r dean o f 
Columbia 's Graduate School o f Archi tecture, 
P lann ing , and Preservation (GSAPP) . dis­
agreed, c la im ing , " S u m m e r p rograms help 
people to decide, relatively quick ly and cheaply, 
whether archi tecture is r i gh t for them." A t 
$ 1,980, Columbia 's five-week s u m m e r session 
is by far the cheapest credi t -bear ing p rog ram. 
Danie l le SmoUer o f the GSAPP added, 
"App l y i ng to grad schools is more compet i t ive 
than ever and educat ion costs are r is ing so 
s u m m e r programs look more and more l ike 
a great investment." C o l u m b i a does no t of fer 
financial a id, t h o u g h Pratt and Corne l l do , 
and Parsons has a wo rk -s tudy p rog ram. 

Summer programs have proved to be va lu­
able assets for schools as wel l , paying for t hem­
selves and more . T h o u g h admin is t ra to rs 
wou ld no t c o m m e n t on the net prof i ts o f the 
programs, income from tu i t i on ranged f r o m 
a round $200,000 t o $700,000. S u m m e r p r o ­
grams at Co lumb ia and Parsons also prov ide 
s u m m e r e m p l o y m e n t fo r 10 to 15 facul ty 
members , bu t c o m p e t i n g p rograms l ike 
Harvard 's C D hi re most ly young archi tects, 
graduate students, and recent grads from other 
ins t i tu t ions . Some programs add i t iona l l y 
serve as pedagogical testing grounds, a l lowing 
departments to exper iment w i t h c u r r i c u l u m 
and assess young teachers. 

The increasing value and popu la r i t y o f 
summer programs has caused some architec­
ture schools to take greater interest in the .state 
o f their summer programs. Whee lwr igh t said, 
" I n recent years I have t r ied to r i d the summer 
program (at Parsons] o f its l ightweight, money-
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SUMMER STUDY 

Date Faculty 
School Summer Program Tuition Enrollment Founded Employed Location 

Columbia Intro, to Architecture $1,980 100 1991 10 New York, NY 

Cornell Summer College $4,560 70 1972 3 Ithaca, NY 

Harvard Career Discovery $2,225 320 1972 ( • t Cambridge, MA 

Parsons Summer Intensive Studies $2,130 140 1991 15 New York, NY 

Pratt Summer Seminars $5,640" 60 1989 3 New York, NY 

•Tuition for undergraduate seminar Including two courses-one studio and one lecture 

mak iny reputat ion by pu l l i ng the p rog ram 
closer to the School o f Archi tecture." D u r i n g 
Wheelwr ight s tenure, the architecture .school 
at Parsons has taken cont ro l o f teacher h i r i ng 
for the summer p rogram and has moved the 
p rog ram in to its classrooms. Whee lwr igh t 
claimed thai "p r i de " was the mot ivat ing factor 
fo r the move—he d id no t want any connect­
ed programs su l ly ing Parsons s reputa t ion. 

Ranall i wor r ied about the qual i ty o f w o r k 

produced by students at summer programs. 
He said, "For inexperienced students, the 
compressed t ime is just not enough. The work 
that I've seen c o m i n g ou t o f these s u m m e r 
programs is no t very good. " But Whee lwr igh t 
c la imed that Ranal l i had missed the po in t , 
" I t all depends on the level o f expectat ion." 
Tschumi agreed,"A summer p rog ram is a 
place to make a first contact w i t h architecture." 
DEBORAH G R O S S B E R G 

NEW NEW I STUDENTS STRAP ON 
YORK M A S 
New York will be inundated with 
a flood of new degree-granting 
design programs in 2004. In 
September, City College and 
Pratt Institute will introduce new 
degrees in architecture, land­
scape architecture, and historic 
preservation, and Parsons 
School of Design will replace its 
one-year M.A. in lighting wi th 
a two-year M.F.A, program. 
Cooper Union, currently in the 
early stages of planning a new 
masters architecture curricu­
lum, wil l release information 
about the program this spring. 

City College, which just 
kicked off an eighteen-month 
Master of Architecture II 
(M.Arch II) program this fall, 
wil l begin a three-year Master 
of Architecture I (M.Arch I) 
program and a new Master of 
Landscape Architecture (M.L.A.) 
program in fall 2004. The M.LA. 
wil l be unique in the tri-state 
region, and the M.Arch I wil l 
be the first public program of 
its kind in the area. 

Pratt wil l launch a Master of 
Science In Historic Preservation 
in the fall to be co-directed by 
Professors Eric Allison and Ned 
Kaufman. The two-year pro­
gram wil l make its home on 
Pratt's Manhattan campus and 
will accept 8 to 12 students each 
year. "Curriculum wil l empha­
size policy and advocacy rather 
than consen/ation or architec­
tural history," said Kaufman. 
He also claimed, " W e are cur­
rently exploring the possibility 
of joint degrees wi th Pratt's 
architecture and planning 
depar tments . " The deluge 
shows no signs of ceasing, DG 

THEIR TOOL BELTS 
The number of des ign/bui ld 
p rog rams in the count ry 
is l im i t ed , and N e w York 
boasts only one: the Design 
W o r k s h o p at Parsons 
Schoo l of Design. A n eight-
m o n t h session fo r 12 sec­
ond-year graduate students 
in archi tecture, the Design 
Workshop—un l i ke other 
notable des ign/bui ld pro­
g r a m s such as the Bui ld ing 
Project at Yale, the Rural 
Studio at Auburn University, 
or Yes te rmor row Des ign/ 
Bu i ld Schoo l in V e r m o n t — 
focuses o n the speci f ic 
chal lenges of wo rk ing in an 
urban env i ronmen t . " S a m 
Mockbee was able to do 
wha teve r he w a n t e d . . . he 
had a lot of f r e e d o m . W e 
have to go t h r o u g h the 
Bu i ld ing Depar tment and 
deal w i t h legal issues," 
explained Peter Wheelwright, 
Chair of the Depar tment of 
Architecture, Interior Design, 
and Light ing at Parsons. 

In 2003, the workshop 
students, in co l laborat ion 

w i t h Take the Field, a non­
prof i t organizat ion created 
in 2000 by Richard Kahan 
to rebui ld neglected publ ic 
school athlet ic fac i l i t ies, 
des igned and bui l t a proto­
t ype f ie ld house fo r the 
Grand Street Campus High 
Schools in W i l l i amsbu rg , 
Brook lyn . The steel con­
st ruct ion features panels 
that open to engage the site, 
a wal l of chalkboards, and 
fapades laminated w i t h the 
footba l l team's wo l f logo. 

For th is year's project . 
Parsons is negot ia t ing w i t h 
C o m m o n Ground to reno­
vate a space in the Prince 
George Hotel that w i l l be 
used for exh ib i t ions and 
other events. Dur ing the 
spr ing semester, the stu­
dents w i l l be invo lved in 
the des ign stages and t hen , 
said Whee lwr igh t , "on 
May 2 1 " , the last day of 
schoo l , they strap on the i r 
t oo l bel ts, and they ' re out 
in the f i e l d . " 

TAMALYN MILLER 

Take the Field and Parsons' collaborative design/build project. 
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CITY ANNOUNCES I N C E N T I V E S FOR INVESTMENT 

MAYOR'S HOUSING 
INITIATIVES 
In December 2002 M a y o r 
B loomberg announced a $3 
bi l l ion plan to bui ld 27,000 new 
homes and renovate 38,000 
more by 2008. Two weeks ago 
the New York City Depar tment 
of Hous ing Preservat ion and 
Development (HPD) released 
a progress report ent i t led 
New Housing Marketplace: 
Creating Housing for the Next 
Generation, w h i c h stated 
that "10,197 [hous ing ] un i ts 
are a l ready in the deve lop­
men t p ipe l ine w i t h 8,549 and 
13,250 uni ts pro jected in the 
second and th i rd years . " 

To f i nance these p lans the 
N e w York City Hous ing 
Deve lopmen t Corpora t ion 
(HDC) is leveraging $500 m i l ­
l ion of its assets for construc­
t ion and rehabi l i ta t ion of 
17,000 units. HPD is redirect­
ing nearly $555 mi l l ion f r o m 
maintenance of exist ing hous­
ing to cons t ruc t ing approx i ­
mate ly 8,000 new units in 
ta rge ted n e i g h b o r h o o d 
renewal . Two b i l l ion do l la rs 
came f r o m HPD t h r o u g h the 
city's hous ing capi ta l and 
expense budgets for creat ing 
and preserv ing about 40,000 
units. Add i t iona l ly , HPD and 
HDC launched new and m o d ­
i f ied exist ing f iscal, legislat ive, 
and admin is t ra t ive p rog rams 
to facil itate public investments, 
relax densi ty restr ict ions, and 
p rov ide subs id ies to develop­
ers w h o make 20 percent 
of n e w h o m e s a f fo rdab le 
hous ing . 

The Cooper Square Urban 
Renewal Area deve lopment in 
Manhat tan 's Lower East Side 
is ut i l iz ing these p rog rams . 
Chryst ie Ventures LLC is 
deve lop ing the p roposed 
four -bu i ld ing complex to pro­
v ide 712 rental uni ts, w i t h 178 
reserved for low- income hous­
ing. Ava lon Chryst ie Place, 
the f irst of the four, des igned 
by Arqu i tec ton ica, is cur rent ly 
under cons t ruc t ion fo r $150 
mi l l i on and w i l l p rov ide 361 
rental apar tments . 

In N o v e m b e r HPD entered 
negot ia t ions w i t h th i r teen 
developers, inc luding A r t imus 
Cons t ruc t ion , Abyss in ian 

Deve lopmen t Corpora t ion , 
and ETB Jo in t Venture (which 
inc ludes Beth Cooper 
Lawrence Arch i tec t , PC), t o 
create app rox ima te l y 1,500 
apa r tmen ts in Har lem, 
Brook lyn , and the Bronx. 
Cons t ruc t ion is expected t o 
begin over the next t w o years 
and w i l l cost $361 mi l l i on . The 
pro jects , par t of the HDC's 
Corners tone Ini t iat ive t o 
deve lop vacant c i t y -owned 
lots, are f u n d e d t h r o u g h 
pr ivate sources and a var iety 
of HDC p rog rams , inc lud ing 
N e w Hous ing Oppor tun i t ies 
P rog ram (New HOP), Tax 
Exempt 80/20 P rog ram, and 
Low- Income A f fo rdab le 
Marketplace Program (LAMP). 

The m a y o r inaugura ted 
N e w Ventures Incent ive 
P rog ram (New VIP) on 
January 13,2004 to p r o m o t e 
pr ivate inves tment in 10,000 
of the hous ing units. The pro­
g r a m assists in pre-develop-
men t costs associated w i th 
"proper ty acquisi t ion, environ­
mental rev iew/ remedia t ion , 
and site clearance," wh ich are 
the most frequent obstruct ions 
to b rownf ie ld clean-up, devel­
opmen t , and reuse. Rezoning 
water f ron ts and underut i l ized 
manufactur ing areas for mixed 
resident ia l and commerc ia l 
use is p lanned to attract more 
pr ivate const ruc t ion. 

The Bluestone Organizat ion 
is n o w bu i ld ing the Rheingold 
Gardens project in Bushwick, 
Brook lyn , w i t h 249 hous ing 
uni ts developed th rough the 
city's Partnership New Homes 
Program and the New York 
State Hous ing Trust Fund. 
The city p rev ious ly o w n e d 
the Rhe ingo ld site and cou ld 
assume the costs of e n v i r o n ­
menta l test ing and mi t iga t ion 
to encourage private investors 
to step in . 

Accord ing to HPD, the best 
way for architects to get 
invo lved in these p rog rams 
is to partner w i t h a developer. 
A l t h o u g h HPD does not h i re 
archi tects it does pre-screen 
t h e m fo r many of its rehabi l i ­
ta t ion p rog rams . 

J A M E S WAY 

AS BRUCE RATNER BUYS THE NJ NETS, HE GETS ONE 
STEP CLOSER TO BUILDING A GEHRY-DESIGNED ARENA 

AN ARENA GROWS 
IN BROOKLYN 
W i t h Bruce Ratner s purchase o f the New jersey Nets fo r $300 m i l ­
l i o n , his deve lopment company, Forest C i t y Ratner, is tak ing a first 
step towards bu ld i ng Frank Gehry-des igned arena, of f ice, and 
residential complex in the ad jo in i ng Park Slope/Fort Greene area 
o f B rook l yn . Wh i l e The New York Times repor ted that even w i t h the 
Nets purchase, "There is no guarantee that M r . Ratner w i l l be able to 
fu in i l his v is ion in Brook lyn , " the purcha.se is a ma jo r v i c to ry for the 
developer, w h o is de te rmined to move the team f r o m New Jersey. 

i n I ) cc fm lx ' r R.itncr unvei led ( k h r y ' s p lan , w h i c h was most ly 
un f in i shed , save for a very def ined publ ic plaza and a 20,000-seat 
arena s t ructure, w i t h rough blocks represent ing the adjacent m ixed -
use off ice and residential towers. Ratner, who first established a rela­
t ionsh ip w i t h Gehry th rough Forest City's compe t i t i on to design The 
New York Times headquarters i n 2000, has had the architect w o r k i n g 
under wraps fo r the last several mon ths . The design was unvei led 
before conp l c l i on in December t o co inc ide w i t h the b id process f o r 
the Nets, w h i c h began i n November and ended this pa.st January. 
Intent o n b r ing ing basketball to Brook lyn , Ratner .said at the December 
press conference, as he pounded his fist o n the p o d i u m , "We are 
go ing to get the Nets to B rook lyn . " Ratner, w h o raised his b id f r o m 
$275 m i l l i o n to $300 m i l l i o n for the Nets over ChrLstmas, defeated 
the team o f developer Charles Kushner and Senator Jon Corz ine , 
w h o offered $268 m i l l i o n in cash or $200 m i l l i o n in cash w i t h $100 
m i l l i o n over several years. 

Ratner's arena p lan is adjacent to Forest Ci ty 's exi.sting A t lan t i c 
Center shopp ing complex and the soon- to -be- f in ished At lan t ic 
Terminal (anchored by an off ice bu i l d i ng , a Target store, and hubs for 
the 2 ,3 ,4 ,5 , Q , and W subway l ines). The six-block p lan, as i t is cur ­
rent ly conceived, w i l l cover below-street- level rai l yards o f the LIRR, 
and w i l l require m o v i n g some ra i l road tracks and demol ish ing two 
residential and commerc ia l blocks not owned by the developer. 

The displacement o f exist ing residents, wh ich ivatncr estimates at 
100 and the residents estimate at closer to 1,000, has been a con t ro ­
versial issue. A m o n g the bu i ld ings to be demol ished are several 
recently completed lof t conversions and a co-op lo f t that houses the 
s tud io o f art ist Louise Bourgeois. Potent ia l ly displaced resideii i 
Karla Rothstein said, "We're no t opposed to a basketball .stadium, 
we just don ' t want it on ou r homes." Rothste in, an architecture pro-
fes.sor at C o l u m b i a and a pr inc ipa l at S R + T Archi tects, .said the city 
w o u l d be using the r igh t o f eminen t d o m a i n to evict residents for a 
pr ivate .speculative venture, wh ich w o u l d be a conf l ic t o f in terest 

Forest C i t y Ratner has been a ma jo r investor in re juvenat ing 
d o w n t o w n Brook lyn in the past several years, hav ing developed the 
$ I b i l l i on Met roTech Center. However, the cheaply const ruc ted, 
suburban-.style At lan t ic Center, w h i c h opened in 1996, is w ide ly 
regarded—even by the developer h imsel f—as archi tectural ly d ismal , 
and has had recent occupancy issues, los ing Macy's and ga in ing the 
Depar tmen t o f M o t o r Vehicles as a tenant. T h o u g h o u t o f scale and 
visually out o f sync w i t h the At lant ic Center, Ratner's At lant ic Terminal 
t ransi t hub and .shopping center has been eagerly ant ic ipated. 

A l l o f these deve lopments are a stone's t h r o w away f r o m the 
Brook lyn Academy o f Music and an Enr ique Nor ten-des igned visual 
and p e r f o r m i n g arts center slated to be finished in 2007. Ratner's 
off ice decl ined to commen t lor this art ic le. ANDREW YANG 

Gehry's preliminary design for ttie new Nets stadium in Brooklyn. 
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S B U I L D I N G S MULTIPLYING 

Z e i t g e i s t 
Plinth-wall-floor buildings, <ilso known as S buildings, begtin appearing several years 
ago and now seem to be sprouting up across the architectural landscape. The form 
usually begins on the ground floor that becomes a raised plinth and then curves 
up the wall and onto the floor plane above, and so on. It is as if a drawn building 
section has been simply extruded using a CAD program from a two-dimensional 
plane into a three-dimensional form, weaving its way up and around to become 
structure and enclosure. S buildings seem stylistically appealing to architects because 
they are automatically diagrammatic and serve an explanatory function, visually 
clarifying the material and spatial elements that produce architecture. 

In many cases, the ribbonlike form becomes imbedded within a set of traditional 
programmatic needs, blurring the boundaries of structure,enclosure, function,and 
program. Rem Koolhaas's 1997 Educatorium is an early example, as is MVRDV s 
1997 office building. Villa VPRO, both in the Netherlands. The 2001 competition 
for the design of Manhattan's Eyebeam Museum elicited more than one S building, 
including one from Thomas Leeser and the winning entry from Diller -l- Scofidio. 
Leeser also submitted an S scheme for the Nam June Paik Museum competition. 
Lindy Roy's Poolhouse Project (2000) in Sagaponak also employs the S strategy. 

The folding and unfolding in S buildings is an effort towards an evolutionary 
architecture capable of growing, evolving, and re-articulating the laws of gravity. 
This animation of a traditionally static form has been seen before in Frederick 
Kiesler's Endless House Project (1959), Andre Bloc's early 1960s habitual sculptures 
and Gian Carlo de Carlo's unbuilt design for a sl^scraper with an outside transpar­
ent shell of mesh and twisting ribbon shreds of floors. But the current crop of S 
buildings is more likely a response to contemporary reflections like Gilles Deleuze's 
The Fold, and the availability of new lightweight concrete compounds. With the 
future creation of even more versatile building inaterials, will the ubiquity of the 
design evolve into a style of the age? It should be fun to see just how many floors 
can be looped into and onto themselves in this fashion, WM 

Below: Foreign Office Architects design for the BBC Music Centre in London. Right, top to bottom: 
OMA's 1997 Educatorium at University of Utrecht, Netherlands; Leeser Architecture's 2001 
competit ion entry for the Eyebeam Museum; Diller + Scofidio's winning entry for Eyebeam. 
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BOULEVARD OF DEATH 
The NYC Department of Transportat ion 
announced major changes January 8 " to 
transform Oueens Boulevard, the borough's 
main thoroughfare and site of 83 pedes­
t r ian deaths since 1993. The c i ty wi l l 
introduce t imed, 150-second traf f ic signals, 
10,300 addit ional feet of pedestr ian fenc­
ing along the street, and str iped lanes to 
guide vehicles in heavily congested areas. 
Most of these improvements will focus on 
two areas, f r om Van Dam Street to the 
Long Island Expressway and f rom Union 
Turnpike to Hillside Avenue. 

DEVELOPMENT LIMITED 
Republican Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
said he wants to use f indings f rom the 
Staten Island Growth Management Task 
Force as a model to l imit development in 
the outer boroughs. Bloomberg, speaking 
during his state of the c i ty address, com­
pl imented the task force tha t found suc­
cessful ways to minimize residential sprawl 
while accommodating growing populations, 
increase open space reguirements, and 
improve road and parking condi t ions in 
areas wi th high populat ion densit ies. 

AIRTRAIN ON TRACK 
AirTrain to John F. Kennedy (JFK) Ai rpor t 
completed its f i rst month of operat ion on 
January 17"'. Fif teen thousand to 2 0 , 0 0 0 
riders per day use the Port Author i ty of 
NY & NJ t ranspor ta t ion service between 
Howard Beach subway stat ion, Jamaica 
t ranspor ta t ion center, and JFK. According 

to a Port Author i ty of NY & NJ 
spokesperson, these numbers are " in line 
with project ions and well on target wi th 
reaching the projected 3 4 , 0 0 0 riders per 
day by the end of the f i rst year." 

O V E R S E A S COMMISSION 
Belmont Freeman Archi tects has been 
chosen to design the new music depart­
ment building at Ogaki Women's College 
in Ogaki, Gifu Prefecture, Japan. The f irst 
overseas commission for the New York-
based f i rm is a design/bui ld col laborat ion 
wi th Tsuchiya Gumi, a const ruc t ion man­
agement corporat ion headguartered in 
Tokyo. The 25,000-sguare- foot faci l i ty 
houses classrooms, reci ta l and pract ice 
rooms, a library, musical instrument labs, 
and a roof garden. The poured concrete 
structure will be clad in ceramic t i le, glass, 
and natural, painted, and perforated alu­
minum. Construct ion is to be completed 
in t ime for classes in September 2 0 0 4 . 

BIG MULCH 
127,719 holiday trees became mulch this 
year th rough New York City Department 
of Parks & Recreation and Department of 
Sanitat ion's t ree recycl ing program in 
early January. Sixty-nine designated park 
drop-of f locat ions in the f ive boroughs 
col lected 15,318 more trees this year than 
last. Thi r ty locations had wood chippers 
tha t al lowed people to take away the i r 
minced trees as mulch. 

MOSCOW RISING 
Swanke Hayden Connell Archi tects has 
been awarded a contract to design a 
$270 mil l ion, 70-s to ry mixed-use tower 
in central Moscow as part of the new 
Moscow Internat ional Business Center. 
The bui lding, called Parcel 12, will include 
over 2 ,225 ,000 sguare feet compris ing 
19 f loors of residential apar tments and 
5 0 f loors of commercia l of f ice space 
topped by a sky lobby. The tower wil l sit 
on two f loors of retai l space, cafes, 
restaurants, and a casino. Construct ion 
will commence fall 2 0 0 4 , wi th complet ion 
slated for 2 0 0 7 

THE HIGH LINE LOW DOWN 
The State Supreme Court's Appellate 
Division unanimous decision overturned 
lower court Just ice Diane Lebedeff 's Apri l 
2 0 0 2 rul ing that the city must submit a 
plan to the community and to the Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure before it 
could tear down the High Line. While this 
reversal may seem potentially threatening, 
Robert Hammond, co-founder of Friends 
of the Highline, said, " the previous ruling 
was a backstop to protect the High Line," 
and tha t " th i s is not a serious setback" 
because the c i ty supports and is work ing 
closely wi th Friends of the High Line. 

ARC AWARD 
Consulting-Specifying Engineer awarded 
a 2 0 0 4 ARC Award to O'Dea, Lynch, 
Abbat t is ta Consult ing Engineers, PC for 
their work on the Ellis County Courthouse 

Restorat ion project in Waxahachie, Texas. 
The New York-Texas f i rm designed new 
mechanical , e lec t r ica l , and p lumbing 
systems to bring the 1895 st ructure into 
compl iance w i th cur rent safety codes 
while minimizing the impact to the histor­
ical s t ructure. The renovations included 
a new HVAC, smoke evacuation systems, 
and increased egress in the form of a new 
elevator and a stairwel l . 

NIELSEN APPOINTED 
Signe Nielsen of Mathews Nielsen 
Landscape Archi tects has been appointed 
to the Ar t Commission of t he City of 
New York. She is one of 11 commissioners 
and will provide the only landscape archi­
tec tu re perspect ive on pro jects on c i ty-
owned property. 

UPGRADE AT Y A L E 
Peter Gisolfi Associates, of Hastings-on-
Hudson, New York, recent ly completed 
renovations of T imothy Dwight College 
and Rosenfeld Hall at Yale University. The 
192,000-sguare- foot pro ject cost $55 
mill ion and added a level of student hous­
ing, a l ib rary and student act iv i ty area, 
expanded the dining area, and updated 
mechanical and electr ical systems wi th in 
t he existing colonial character. The bui ld­
ings had not been upgraded since they 
were buil t in the early 2 0 t h century. The 
college is one of 12 residential colleges at 
Yale University and was the last building 
completed by James Gamble Rogers at 
Yale in 1935. 

Sciame 
WHERE BUILDING IS AN ART 

Construction Managers 
Consultants 
Builders 

R J- Sciame Construction Co.. Inc. 
80 South Street 
New York. NY 10038 
www.5ciame.com 
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T H E C O O P E R U N I O N 
F O R T H E A D V A N C E M E N T 
OF S C I E N C E AND A R T 
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Future Modern Architecture 
Jeff Miles, John M. Johansen, Michael Webb, Theodore Pru(jon, 
William Katavolos, Ashok Bhavnani, and others. 

8 Wednesdays, February 11-April 7, 6:30-9:30 pm 
24 AIA/CES Learning Units 
$275 {Individual sessions may be taken separately: $40 each.) 

This course covers cutting-edge technologies and techniques relevant to the principles 

of excellence in modern architecture, as defined by the Congress of International 

Modern Architects (CIMA.) These principles include: social, cultural, and environmen­

tal relevance; attention to functional needs; structural integrity; the use of the latest 

technologies; and the aesthetics of fine art. The course will also cover possible archi­

tectural uses of the latest scientific developments (such as nanotechnology) in fields not 

yet applied to architecture. This course is sponsored by the Congress of International 

Modern Architects. 

Other Professional Development courses include Effective Contract Negotiation for 

Design Professionals; Public Relations and Marketing for Architects, Designers, and 

Engineers; AutoCAD (various levels;) Business Writing; 3D Studio MAX; 3D Studio VIZ; 

Stuff You Didn't Learn in Engineering School and more. 

Information and registration at 212.353.4195 
or vvww.cooper.edu/professional 


