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StoneShow The UK Stone Industry Event
11 -13 March 2008
Excel2008

even slate tor major UK landscaping projects. 
Choose from an unrivalled selection of stone 
from across the world.

A range of visitor features are also planned to 
excite, educate and enrich 1t>e visitor 
experience. These include a Demonstrations 
area to help the irvjustry's customers better 
understand the processes Involved in building 
with stone and the Natural Stone & Building 
Conservcrf/on Conference featuring over 30 
leading speakers presenting on both New 
Build and Conservation tc^cs.

Be inspired at The Natural Stone 
Show 2008

Tho Natural Stone Show 200S
7 Regent Street
Nottingham
NGl 5BS
United lOngdom

t: +44(0)115945 3889 
f: +4410)115 968 2661 
e; sroneshow@qm|.co.uk

The material of choice for landscape 
architects, natural stone complements 
our urban landscape and dramatically 
improves the environment that we live In. 
as illustrated above with the Tower Environs 
project ot the Tower Of London.

The growth of imports, porticulartv from India 
and China, have mode it more affordable 
than ever to specify sandstone, granite or

I For further details and online registration visit our website
www.stoneshow.co.uk - w*m

r or COB our dedicated registration hotline on

0844 557 2890

UThe show Is officiallv 
supported by: RlBAm
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English Partnerships’ Steve 
Carr talks eco-towns and 
house-building pl4

Leak prompts fears 
of‘slow-down’to 
plannning process p7

Richard Gilbert Scott 
Biggin Hill church is 
listed plO

ZERO-CARBON 
HOMES 2016 
TARGET TOO 
UNREALISTIC
Good Homes Alliance proposes alternative carbon-reduction targets, citing 
gap between aspirations and reality’

Architects, housing developers 
and engineers have branded the 
government’s aim for all new 
homes to be zero carbon by 2016 
as ‘high risk’ and 'unrealistic'.

The Good Homes Alliance 
(GHA), a group which includes 
Edward Cullinan Architects, the 
Bartlett School of Architecture, 
and developer Biorcgional 
Quintain, has called on the 
government to rethink its 
commitment to level six of the 
Code for Sustainable Homes,

GHA chairman Neil May 
(rigbt) said: ‘We don’t want to be 
seen as resisting the need to build 
sustainable buildings, but the gap 
between aspirations and reality is 
too great.’

May believes the industry 
should aim to build to Code 
Level 3++ {set box, right)^ which 
calls for a more conservative 
target of a 70 per cent reduction 
in carbon emissions, as opposed 
to zero carbon.

He added: ’[The Code] 
has been pushed through far 
too quickly. If we don’t get 
the building tightness or the 
ventilation systems right, we run 
the risk of building sick houses.'

John Callcutt, author of 
the Callcutt Renew of 
Housebuilding Dclivcrv, believes 
May could ‘be proved right, 
unless radical changes are made'.

He said: ‘There needs to be 
a massive investment in the 
industry, but as the targets arc so 
ambitious even a modest failure 
would set the UK as one of the 
leading housebuilders in Europe.'

Carol CostcUo, of Edward 
CuUinan Architects, backed the 
GHA code and also warned that 
the UK doesn’t have the skill base 
to achieve the code levels.

She said: "The code prescribes 
the standards you need to reach 
whatever level, but it doesn’t tell 
you how you get there in terms 
of the details of construction.’

Getting the government to 
sign up to the 2016 target was 
hailed b\- the UK Green Building 
Council as one of its major 
successes, and its chief executive, 
Paul King, stood by the move.

He said: '1 still believe placing 
the 2016 target is the right thing 
to do. We were stuck in a rut 
about lowering carbon - the 
code has galvanised the industiy.

Sheppard Robson’s head of 
sustainability Alan Shingler -

who designed the Lighthouse, 
the UK’s first code level six house 
- said that attaining level six is a 
“huge task’, but added that ‘high 
targets have to be set to make the 
industry work harder’.

A DCLG spokesperson said: 
‘Wc recognise the challenges of 
achieving the 2016 zero-carbon 
standard. The government is 
working closely with industry 
to address those issues'.
Richard Vaughan

THE GHA’S 
ALTERNATIVE CODE

• All homes built to Code for 
Sustainable Homes level three;

• Rus a reduction in carbon 
emissions by at least 70 per 
cent from 'average use in 
building stock, according to 
building type, in 2003';

■ Plus two-yeaif minimum post­
occupation monitoring,
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26th March 2008
ICO. London, W1

CONFERENCES

UK office design is 
going low carbon

Only three weeks to go! 
secure your place today!

Hear the very latest on how to make an impact on the
nation’s working environment at the AJ’s Low Carbon Office Design

This conference will:

• Explain how low carbon office design will further impact the future work 
of architects

■ Impart best practice advice on which low carbon solutions are currently 
most effective for a given deveiopment

■ Provide you with comprehensive case studies including the ground 
breaking Renewable Energy Systems HQ building 
And much more...

Go to vwvw.ajlowcarbonoffice.co.uk for full details

Spofsored by:

ThyssenKrupp Elevator

To register - Call: 0845 056 8069 E-mail; constructconferences@emap.com



News

THIS WEEK ON THE WEB

LEAK INTENSIFIES 
PLANNING FEARS ALLIES AND MORRISON 

SCOOPS OLYMPIC MEDIA 
CENTRE WIN
Allies and Morrison has won the 
contest to design the new media 
centre for London's 2012 Olympic 
Games. The architect was chosen 
as part of the consortium headed 
by Carillion and Igloo to design the 
12,000m^ scheme - officially named 
the International Broadcast Centre 
and Main Press Centre - which will 
be converted to offices after the 
Games. The team was picked ahead 
of a bid from Bouygues and 
Development Securities, which 
included Hopkins Architects.

to judge whether an application 
is valid or not.

‘It adds up to more complica­
tion - complication that we were 
meant to be moving away from.’

In January the AJ reported that 
the proposed ‘streamlining’ of the 
current system was causing 
concern among architects, and 
was branded by an RIBA 
spokesman as ‘the opposite of 
standardisation’(AJ 24.01.08).

Meanwhile, the government 
source confirmed that, despite 
trying to regulate the paperwork, 
there will be ‘26 variations’ of the 
lApp form. Richard Waitt

councils will be given up to 10 
days to validate major applica­
tions, with smaller projects 
allotted between three and 
five days.

London Planning and 
Development Forum chair Brian 
Waters said that with only a 
month until its launch, major 
concerns remained about the 
new system.

‘Validation used to be relatively 
simple for a clerk to carry out. 
Now [with all the extra material 
that is being asked for on 
submission] only the head of a 
planning department will be able

Leaked details about the 
workings of the new 'standard' 
lApp planning application 
form have flielled fears that 
the transition could slow down, 
rather than speed up, the 
submission process.

In correspondence seen 
by the AJ, a top source in the 
Department of Communities 
and Local Government con­
firmed that the mandatory 24- 
hour period for local authorities 
to validate applications is to be 
ditched.

Instead, when the new process 
comes in to force on 6 April,

KAPLICKYTHREATENS 
TO WALK FROM OVER­
DUE PRAGUE LIBRARY
Jan Kaplicky has threatened to walk 
away from his competition-winning 
National Library in Prague after 
becoming exasperated with the slow 
progress of the scheme. The Future 
Systems partner also claimed he 
would sue Prague officials after they 
once again put off a decision on his 
high-profile sea creature-shaped 
design. Speaking to Prague daily 
L/dov6 nowhy, Kaplicky said: 'If a 
decision is not made in a month,
I will withdraw from the project.'

MAKE SUBMITS 
CROYDON TOWERS 
FOR PLANNING
Make Architects is about to submit 
a planning application for its latest 
project, a 150,000m^ regeneration 
scheme in Croydon, south London. 
The practice, backed by developer 
Menta, has designed four towers 
providing 1,300 new homes, an 
office building, and retail space. 
The tallest of the four towers is 
a 46-storey residential building. 
Work should start in mid-2009 
subject to planning.

Read all these stories and more at 
WWW,ARCHITl':CTSJOUKNALCO,L)K
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News

A BRIDGE IS BORN

HuK is Wilkinson Eyre's recently opened Living
Bridge, which spans the River Shannon in Limerick
the Republic of Ireland. Commissioned by the
University of Limerick, the 320m-long bridge - the
longest pedestrian bridge in Ireland - will link the
university’s library and concert hall on the Limerick
side to its North Bank campus in County Clare
Richurd Vau^hnn





News

CAN you HANDLE THIS 
LEVER COMPETITION?
Walter Gropius, Alvar Aalto and 
Morman Foster have all designed 
door handles, and now the AJ, in 
association with architectural 
ironmonger Allgood, is offering 
you the chance to do the same.
The AJ and Aligood are launching 
a competition to destgn a lever door 
handle, and Allgood will prototype 
the designs of shortlisted entrants. 
Following the prototyping, a winner 
will be selected and announced 
at the 100% Design event m 
September. If the winning design 
proves suitable for production, 
the designer will receive royalties 
from Allgcxjd.

The judges will be looking for a 
beautiful, ergonomic and technically 
feasible design.

The closing date for entries is 
Friday 9 May, and details of the 
competition can be found at 
www.aMgood.co.uk

RECYCLED’ CHURCH 
WINS LISTED STATUS

DEL LAUNCHES PUBLIC 
SPACE EXHIBITION
Design for London is launching an 
exhibition at Somerset House today 
(6 March) as a precursor to its public 
space strategy, to be unveiled this 
summer.

DfL director Peter Bishop (below) 
and chairman Richard Rogers said 
the London Open City exhibition 
will provide ‘different perspectives 
to unlock the potential of London's 
public realm'. Read Bishop and 
Rogers' comment piece on page 18.

A post-war church at Biggin Hill, 
Kent, built from the ruins of a 
bomb-damaged buildit^ in south 
London, has been given Grade 
Il-listcd status.

Designed by Richard Gilbert 
Scott, the son of Battersea Power 
Station architect Giles, St Mark’s 
(1957-59) was constructed with 
125,000 bricks and 200 tonnes 
of stonework from the ruined All 
Saints church, off the Old Kent 
Road in Peckham, south London.

Architecture minister Margaret 
Hodge, who recently kicked up a 
storm after admitting she wanted 
to make it more difficult for 
post-war buildings to be listed 
(AJ 20.12.07), said: '1116 decision 
to list a 20th-century church is a 
complex one that needs careful 
consideration, but this church

tells such an amazing and 
inspiring story that it is right to 
protect it for future generations.’

Described by the Department 
for Culture, Media and Sport as 
‘humanised Gothic’, the ‘recycled’ 
building replaced a corrugated 
iron church close to the famous 
Second World War Biggin Hill 
Airfield.

The project was masterminded 
by Father Vivian Symons, an ex- 
serviceman, who wanted to build 
a new church with virtually no 
money - in total the scheme cost 
just £5,300. Not only did Symons 
liclp move the bricks, stone and 
roof timbers from the bombed 
Victorian church, he also etched 
the 51 windows in the new 
building with a dentist’s drill. 
Richard Waite

10 AJ 06.03.08



Insulated Panels

The New Stone Age• ••

...using Kingspan
Thermastone
Kingspan Thermastone is an insulated architectural facade system offering the 
beauty and variation of naturally hewn stone with all the benefits of composite,
pre-engineered panelling.

Kingspan Thermastone is a total wall solution which is quick to install, reducing 
build times ^d taking the architectural fagade off the critical path.

The system comes in a wide range of colours and finishes, allowing design 
flexibility and creating a strong, aesthetically pleasing finish with regulation 
compliant, high performance insulation built-in. It offers the idea! solution for 
almost every construction and is suitable for new build and refurbishment.

Further information is available from Kingspan on:
+44 (0) 1352 717251 

Email; info@kingspanpanels.com 

Web: www.kingspanpanels.com

Tel:

%

GnxnrmairF KinaspwvetsT C C H H I C A .

0 a
Insulated PanelsWinners of the Best Sustainable Business Practice award at the Building Sustainability Awards 2007

ENQUIRY 14 ON CARD WWW.ARCHITECTSJOURNAL.CO.UK/AJDIRECT
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1 Foreign 6 Hawkins\
Office Brown
Architects 7 Pick Everard

2 BDP 8 O'Donnell +
3 BDP Tuomey
4 Acme Space 9 Stiff +
5 Alfford Hall Trevillion

Monaghan
Morris

SHEFFIELD’S SEVENSTONE
QUARTER REVEALED

These are the first images of the The scheme will also include
80,000m* retail-led Sevenstone a gold-coloured building by
quarter for Sheffield city centre. Foreign Office offshoot Acme

Developer Hammerson has Space, and a flagship 26,000m*
assembled an assortment of John Lewis department store
practices to deliver the 8ha designed by Dublin-based
development, including Foreign practice O’Donnell + Tuomey.
Office Architects, Allford Hall Five years in the making, the
Monaghan Morris, HawldnsX two-phase project will create
Browm, BDP, Pick Everard, Stiff more than 100 shops and 250
+ TrcvilBon and landscape flats. The first shops are expected
architect Gillespies, to open in 2011, Richard Waite
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LAUFENform by Laufen... A tribute to the classic modernism. Clear shapes, harmonic proportions, 
flawless ceramics. <<Less is more» applies now also to form bathrooms... life needs Laufen

bathrooms

Laufen Limited
Tel: +44 (0)1386 422 768

Fax: +44 (0)1386 765 502
Email: info9uk.lauten.com

For your nearest retailer visit www.laufen.co.uk
BATHFOOM-CULTUf^ SINCi 1892 + WWW.LAUFEN.CO.UK
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WE STILL HAVE 
GOOD ARCHITECTS’
Steve Carr, English Partnerships’ head of policy and economics, talks to 
Max Thompson about eco-towns and his organisation s house-building record

Can you define Eng^sh 
Partnerships’ (EP’s) mission 
statement for me?
To support the government’s 
housing-regeneration agendas.

ance guarantee (AJ 07.02.08). 
Are you concerned that good 
architects will be deterred from 
working with you?
It has not been a big issue - we 
still have good architects working 
for us.

Architects need to take 
responsibility to make sure 
what they spediy is durable and 
mortgageable. They need to learn 
that they arc not just designing 
something that is then delivered 
by somebody else. So having 
some sort of performance bond 
in the contract is good practice,

Wc were brought in by the local 
council (Tower Hamlets). EP is 
associated with new build, but we 
arc also involved with regenerat­
ing failed communities.The name 
English Pannerships means 
something, wc often paitncr 
public bodies and arc brought to 
unlock schemes that they can’t.

What is EP’s take on the 
government’s eco-town 
programme?
Eco-towns are not necessarily as 
distinct and unique as the debate 
has been making them out to be. 
Wc see them as an area of work 
we are already engaged with 
through initiatives such as the 
Carbon Challenge initiative (ree 
box, right).

Wc will all be living in 
eco-towns in the long run. The 
chstinctiveness sounds novel, but 
they will share exactly the same 
tilings as other place that arc 
tT)dng to accommodate new 
homes.

I would see these places as 
fitting into the context of where 
we build the homes and what 
quality the homes should be 
rather than, a new movement.

By the time die homes arc built 
it win be past 2016, when Code 
for Sustainable Homes level six 
will be mandatory for everybody.

And how many homes did EP 
build last year?
Wc had 4,248 completions.

That doesn’t sound like a lot 
when you consider the govern­
ment’s target of three million 
new homes by 2020...
The speed of building is an 
issue, but wc arc modest in our 
claims. There may only be 4,000 
completions attributable to EP, 
but in tenns of facilitation there 
are thousands more.

Our outputs trajectory 
massively rises in the next 
four years, when wc will be 
absorbed into the Homes and 
Communities Agency (HCA)
[the new government agency for 
housing and regeneration].

Wc arc involved in many long­
term knd-assembly projects. Take 
Middlehaven in Middlesbrough, 
where we arc building 1,000 
homes. De-silting and decon­
tamination took three years, 
building new roads took three 
years, and getting the Will Alsop 
design through planning took 
another year.

EP has a huge land bank, but 
does it need to be more strategic 
in its acquisitions?
Wc will go where the sites are, 
where they arc declared surplus, 
Our strategic approach is that wc 
will buy what our budget enables 
us to in a particular year - we arc 
cash-limited by government.

Seventy per cent of our 
programme is self-funded from 
our own land, so EP has been 
fairly cheap for the government 
at around iOOO million a year. The 
Housing Corporation gets Q. 
billion a vear.

Do you think EP currently uses 
enou^ good architects?
I think we do. We have been 
encouraging housebuilders to 
use good architects for a while. 
The Millennium Communities 
programme [seven exemplar 
sustainable communities across 
the UK] is an example, and what 
Richard Rogers has done with 
Taylor Wimpey in Milton 
Keynes is another. Those homes 
have replaced the concrete cows 
as the symbol of Milton Keynes.

And in New Islington, 
Manchester we have Will Alsop’s 
scheme coming out of the ground 
and FAT’s award-winning 
Islington Square scheme.

The HCA comes into existence 
Ais year. What will it achieve 
that EP and Ae Housing 
Corporation could not?
It will broaden and deepen the 
existing Aings that EP docs 
already. There will be more state 
regeneration and retro-fitting and 
the tenure mix on housing estates 
will be improved.

There will be better efficiencies, 
as wc arc putting land togcAcr 
wiA subsidies and making sure 
funding is available

Your space standards have been 
des^ned to banish ‘lonely 
households'. Does this mean Ae 
deaA of small, well-designed 
microilats?
There have been brilliant 
solutions to small spaces, but we 
are saying that one-person living 
will not necessarily survive into 
Ae next housing market and we 
will not build anything below 
51m^, and nothing designed only 
for one person.

What is EP’s role at Robin 
Hood Gardens [Ae SmiAsons' 
East London housing estate 
threatened wiA demolition?]

Grimshaw pulled out of the EP 
framework agreement as it was 
not prepared to sign a perform-

14 AJ 06.03.08



Agenda

LOW PAY AND FLAMENCO-STEVE CARR’S 
CAREER SO FAR

■ Education: BA Philosophy and Politics, Hull 
University, 1981; MA Industrial Relations, Warwick 
University, 1982.

• Headed-up Manchester City Council's area- 
regeneration programmes in the late ’80s,

• Director of campaign group the Low Pay Unit 
which successfully lobbied for the introduction 
of the national minimum wage.

■ Joined EP at its inception in 1995 as advisor to the 
Treasury on projects including the Millennium Dome 
and coalfield regeneration.

• Headed up Design for Manufacture (£60k home) 
competition.

• Currently running EP’s Carbon Challenge, which 
sums to deliver the UK’s first mass-produced zero- 
carbon homes to level six of the Code for 
Sustainable Homes. The first is Barratt's Hanham 
Hall scheme in Bristol.

• Interests: Live music at the Wigmore Hall, growing 
vegetables, editing Flamenco News magazine.

• Lives: Highgate, North London with his partner, 
Helen, and six-year-old son, Oscar.

• Design inspirations: Landscape architect Martha 
Schwartz, the bridges of Santiago Calatrava, and 
the writing of Mike Davis. American urban theorist.
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Astragal

SUBSCRIBE

• Go to www.architcctsjoumal. 
co.uk/subscription;
• Call 0844 848 8858; or
• Email ajo@subscription.co.uk. 
A £150 subscription (students 
£105) includes:
• The AJ every’Thursday;
• AJ Specification on the third 
Thursday of every month;
• Unrestricted access to our 
relaunched website at 
vmW.ARCHlTECTSJOURN.'U.CO.UIC;

and
• Breaking news stories in a 
daily email alert.

and amenities, and streets will 
be designed to favour pedestrians 
over cars. Professor Philip James, 
who heads up the rather severe- 
sounding International Obesity 
Task Force, is quoted as saying; 
‘Rather than designing places 
where it is unpleasant to move 
around, while pouring billions 
into car-filled town centres and 
expensive motorway networks, 
we must focus on improving 
public transport and curtailing 
the use of motor cars.’

park in Gateshead almost enticed 
him to join the masses pitched 
against the anti-Brutalist 
bastards. But with only 15 
signatories to date, Astragal 
thought it was a waste of a left- 
click. Even less popular cam­
paigns include the petition 
to scrap the current London 
Olympic stadium design hy 
HOK Sport (six signatories) and 
a bid to list all remaining football 
stands by Archibald Leitch 
(three signatories). But one 
petition is ticking along nicely - 
the independent bid to save the 
‘landmark Tinsley cooling towers’ 
in Sheffield (petitiononline.com/ 
tct2/petition.html). Nearly 4,5(X) 
supporters have signed up so far. 
Unfortunately it’s likely to end in

FAT OF THE LAND tears. Landowner E.ON is 
expected to demolish them in 
the spring. Perhaps Astragal will 
have better luck with those
monlccv^...

Architect-bothercr, heir to the 
British throne and creator of 
the fine Duchy Original Pork 
Sausages, HRH Prince Charles' 
attention has been attracted to a 
different type of porker to those 
found in his Highgrove Estate. 
The monarch-to-bc is bacldng 
a development on land near 
Cumnock in Ayrshire, designed 
to keep weight off its inhabitants. 
Scotland on Sunday reports that 
it will be the first development 
specifically designed with the 
health of its future residents in 
mind. Every home will be within 
five minutes walk of local shops

OUT OF SIGHT

This week’s Cutting Through 
The Crap cup goes to Reading 
FC boss - and Cilia Black's pal - 
John Madejski. Responding to 
criticism from CABE about the 
‘scale’of his huge Station Hill 
scheme in Reading he fired back: 
‘Putting it bluntly, you cannot 
have landmark buildings without 
seeing them.’ How do you like 
them apples Cabey baby?

MONKEY WORK

On a trawl through the Downing 
Street website. Astragal was 
tempted to sign the ‘let the 
monkeys of Britain roam as 
long as they don’t harm a human 
being’e-petition (petitions. 
pm.gov.uk/monkevsroamfrec). 
However, he thought his much- 
coveted signature would carry 
more weight in relation to 
the issues affecting the built 
environment. But he found little 
of worth to put his name to. 
Admittedly, the petition to save 
Owen Luder’s ‘Get Carter’ car

THIS WEEK’S ONLINE POLL

Should Skylon be recreated? {see right 
for result).

Next week’s question:
Is the government’s target for all new homes 
to be zero carbon by 2016 achievable? 
WWWARCI IITECTSJOUR.NALCO.UK



Leader & Comment

J! Leader Afghanistan is more than the anonymous 
war-torn dustbowl we are shown on TV, says Kievan Long

At the British Construction Industry Awards 
last year, 1 rose with the entire tuxedoed room 
to applaud the winner of the Judges' Special 
Award - the Royal Engineers of the British 
Army for the construction of the immense 
Camp Bastion in Afghanistan.

The barracks was completed ‘under budget 
and under fire’ according to the citation, and 
the patriotic denizens of the construction 
industry lined up to shake the hands of the 
soldiers who picked up the award. 1116 context 
of this piece of architecture? ‘An inhospitable 
and barren environment’.

And this week we learned of the conspira­
cy of silence that enabled Prince Harry to

participate in the war. The pictures of the 
ginger royal in his wraparound shades had as 
a backdrop anonymous, dust-bowl landscapes; 
an unrelenting palette of yellow. They 
confirmed a media portrayal of Afghanistan 
as without distinguishing features.

So it seems appropriate to reflect on the 
country thar was there before the war. We arc 
immensely grateful to architect Grant EUion 
and the Turquoise Mountain Foundation for 
going TO Kabul to bring us pictures and 
drawings of some extraordinary and perilously 
endangered houses there {seepagei 24-29). It’s 
an architecture in tune with local materials 
and climates, with fine workmanship, and

expressive of a way of life one hopes the 
country can return to one day.

What strikes me about Grant’s work is 
the meticulous drawings he has made of every 
crack and flaw in these ruins. He writes: Tt 
was quite hard to explain the importance of 
these drawings,’and it made me think how 
much the profession still has to offer as a 
recorder of history. Do the drawings you’re 
working on today have the same importance?

Turquoise Mountain Foundation is 
looking for conservation architects to work in 
Kabul, If you feel inspired by Grant’s story, 
see details at www.turquoi8emountain.org. 
ldenui.long@enuq>.com

for London’s (DtL’s) London Open City 
exhibition, which opens today (6 March) at 
Somerset House and will be followed in the 
summer by a public-realm strategy document.

It is possible to bring together landscape 
and movement strategics, and a current 
example of this is the East London Green 
Grid, promoted by DfL (AJ 13.12.07). In this 
project, green spaces arc linked together to 
facilitate better connectivity and movemenr, 
to provide a robust design framework for the 
population growth in the Thames Gateway; 
and to connect the city with its green spaces 
and countryside.

London’s urban development has not been 
a planned process. Relative peace and prosper­
ity allowed London to grow outwards and 
dismantle its citv defences earlier than most

London's infrastructure and parks to create 
the framework we have inherited today.

One of the defining features of this process 
is that power has rarely been concentrated on 
a city-vdde scale. Decisions to build and sliape 
the city have been largely taken by individuals, 
privately funded, and negotiated and brokered 
with others. This negotiated urbanism gives 
London a pragmatism and dynamism and is 
alien to more formal approaches to planning.

Tills history of piecemeal development and 
absorption lends London’s public spaces their 
almost infinite variety. London resists all 
attempts to define a single style of street, 
park or neighbourhood. The dtyscape does, 
however, include some common features: 
terraced housing, small squares, and local 
centres. Uniformity and blandness of design 
are not options to be pursued in London. 
Great and lasting design solutions can often 
be very subtle and have a deep understanding 
of context and a sensitive use of materials. 
There arc only so many icons a city can have 
before it becomes a theme park.

London’s diversity has also been due to its 
citizens. As new populations have arrived, 
they have left their mark on London’s public 
spaces - from Chinatown in the West End to 
the melas and cultural festivals that enliven 
many East London parks. The public spaces

Opinion A city-wide 
public-space strategy will 
help London remain an 
open city, Richard Rogers 
and Peter Bishop say

Public space has always been central to the 
political and social life of a city. Streets and 
squares arc places for discussion and demon­
strations, for formal and informal meetings. 
Public spaces by their essence are democratic 
places, where citizens have rights defined only 
by national laws. They arc places to congregate 
and places for cities to define their character; 
to be generous and to show off. Erosion of 
public space, whether through loss of 
ownership or poor quality of design or 
maintenance, erodes the very fabric of society.

Public space should not be seen just as an 
amenity for urban areas, but as an essential 
clement of urban infrastructure - part of the 
transport system, part of the ecosystem, part 
of the health service and - most importantly - 
part of the daily life of every citizen. And its 
importance has never been greater than in 
London today, as we hope to prove in Design

Londons urban development 
has not been a planned process

other European cities. It was able to absorb 
outlying villages and was selective about 
where it built, often leaving spaces untouched 
to create a low-dcnsitv mosaic of buildings 
and green spaces. Royal patronage was 
superseded by the estates of the aristocracy 
and by the enlightened planning of the 19th 
and early 20th centuries, which invested in

AJ 06.03.0818
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of in open city are contiiiuilly adapting with 
their population. Their design needs to make 
space for their continuing evolution, not to 
hamper it by seeking to rigidly prescribe 
the uses that people will put places to.

The Mayor of London and the boroughs 
increasingly share a focu.s on the public realm 
and on the importance of creating and 
maintaining great public spaces at all levels, 
from amazing new parks - such as the 
Olympic Park in East London and Crystal 
Palace Park, for which German firm Latz + 
Partner is developing a masterplan - through 
to new landscapes in the Green Grid, 
public squares, and better streets. The opening 
up of the South Bank, with projects such as 
Marks Barfield s London Eye, can be seen as 
one of the great successes of urban design of 
the last 10 years. The redesign of Trafalgar 
Square, completed by Foster + Partners in

yiPFO

new

An open city 
to learn, an^

is curious, willing 
welcomes ideas and 

individuals who can contribute

2003 as part of the Mayor's World Squares for 
All programme, has shown that London can 
match the very best public spaces in Europe. 
Ambitious designs arc under wav for the 
redesign of Parliament Square, led by 
HawkinsXBrown; and Exhibition Road, by 
Dixon Jones, and developments such as 
Westfield’s Stratford Ciw and Argent’s Kings 
Cross will open up further opportunities for 
new public spaces.

London Open City was chosen as a title to 
reflect not only the importance of open space, 
but the very essence of London. An open city 
looks outwards to the world rather than 
inwards on itself. It is curious, willing to learn 
and welcomes new ideas and individuals who 
can contribute. The characteristic of an open 
city is the ability of people to settle there, 
become citizens and be rewarded for their 
contributions. In return, an open city takes on 
the character of its citizens and is never static.

In the exhibition, DfL will set out a series 
of interlinked proprosals for London to 
become a more liveable city through improv­
ing the design of its streets, squares, parks and 
other open spaces. We will highlight some of 
the projects and programmes that will

Above The bast
London Green Grid
aims to bring together
transport and
landscape strategies
Below Trafalgar 
Square, which was 
redesigned in 2003 
by Foster + Partners

promote this vision, and discuss how public 
agencies, private companies and voluntary 
groups can work together to make these a 
reality. The ideas set out in the exhibition 
will be brought together in our public space 
strategy’, which wrill be launched in the 
summer to coincide with the London Festival 
of Architecture.

London Open City wiU not be a blueprint 
for London; rather it should be seen as the 
beginning of a wider debate. We hope you 
will be joining us.
^chard Rogers is chairman and Peter Bishop 
is director oLDesign for London

The London Open City exhibition rum from 6 
March to 27 April at Somerset House, London 
fVC2
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Column

Like Peter Zumthor, we all 
try to create architecturally amorous’ 
buildings, says Patrick Lynch

rhcm too. I have to admit it: it would make 
me very happy to have made things which 
other people lovc.’I think that we all aspire 
to this when we attempt to make good work, 
but a lot of contemporarv design seems the 
equivalent of throwing yourself at someone 
or ignoring him or her completely. Perhaps 
making work that can be loved is almost as 
difficult as allowing yourselt to be loved.

and archetypal. Classical and mimetic of both 
high and low cultural artifacts. The temple 
and the barn are entwined in a new lexicon, 
like modern speech and poetry. While the 
Classical model is often aloof and analogical, 
it is also a modest foil to the abundance of 
natural forms, setting us among the natural 
world, but held and suspended, part but apart.

Wc all recognise this tension between the 
presence of a building and a setting, between 
‘the hand’ of an architect and their skill at 
disguising it. And, yes, I know this is a 
contradiction, or even an esoteric paradox, 
but you either know what I mean or you don’t.

Peter Zumthor is perhaps the best 
inheritor of Mies’faith in the revelation of 
the construction of things, and also Aalto’s 
successor in relishing surfaces and woven 
things. He touches on the capacity of a 
building to shore up our sense of the world 
a.s permanent background, and as remarkable 
foreground for our memories. In his book 
Atmospheres (Birkhauser, 2006), Zumthor 
describes his modest ambitions as architectur­
ally amorous. ‘There are plenty of buildings 
like that, not done bv me, but which have 
touched me, moved me, given me a sense of 
relief, or helped me in some v«iy. It increases 
the pleasure of my work when I imagine a 
certain building being remembered by 
someone in 25 years’time. Perhaps because 
that was where he kissed his first girlfriend 
or whatever’

Cutting to the heart of what motivates 
him - and a lot of us, I suspect - Zumthor 
confesses a wish to project our desire to be 
loved on to our buildings, a primary narcis­
sism of delight in energy and desire. ‘1 love 
architecture; I love surrounding buildings, 
and I suppose I love it when other people love

Even a rather naff builthng near to where 1 
live glows like a rose-coloured ice lolly at 
dusk. Despite its clunlw geometry and dumb 
cladding, despite itself, it is briefly beautiful. 
Most buildings that ache to seduce only seem 
strenuous and fail to impress. 1 don’t know 
why - a natural human inclination to refuse 
to be embraced by rowdy strangers? The 
hydra-surge of architecture lunging for a

A lot of 
contemporary 
design seems 
the equivalent of 
throwing yourself 
at someone
snog mostly repels us.

In contrast, the enormous creative egos 
and appetites of Mies van dcr Rohe and 
Alvar Aalto belied devout professionalism and 
sincere attention to both the craft of architec­
ture and their responsibilities to the broader 
context of places. Superficially seen as stylistic 
opposites, both architects understood the 
common task of architecture as the embellish­
ment of the public realm with noble buildings 
and the celebration of the domestic realm as 
a haven. Modern architects seem to have 
differed in their deployment of typology 
and precedents. While Aalto may seem to 
have developed an idiomatic language, the 
character of his buildings is at once homely

Inside Peter
Zumthor's
Brother Klaus 
Feld Chapel in
MecherfMch,
Germany
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Pleakc address letters to; The Editor, The ArchiMt! Journal, Qmxti 
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before publication. The AJ reserves the right to edit letters.

As long as the public continues 
to be content with eating beans 
on toast in a draughty Victorian/ 
Georgian flat, while speculating 
on the ups and downs of the 
housing market for their next 
sale, there will be no change. 
Vasile Toch, director, Norrie Toch 
Studios, Edinburgh

NO DEMAND

The Ecobuild exhibition is an 
exciting display of ideas and 
technologies. This year I attended 
several lectures delivered by 
British and foreign speakers 
on various subjects, including 
PassivHaus (AJ 28.02.08), and it 
was often concluded that Britain 
is not ready yet for such visionary 
technologies, and also that there 
is no capability to deliver such 
buildings here.

I was surprised to hear the 
reaction of some of the architects 
present. Some people believe that 
British architects need special 
training in order to design 
buildings to European standards. 
It is also believed that the British 
construction industry docs not 
have the expertise needed for 
delivering good eco-buildings.

I beg to differ. Most of the 
professionals working within 
the construction industry are 
perfectly competent, and able 
to design and deliver any type 
of building to the highest of eco- 
standards.Thc problem lies in 
the lack of market demand for 
passive buildings, caused by the 
endemic ignorance of comfort as 
an important factor in achieving 
good quality of life.

CHANGING ICON

I couldn’t help noticing that of 
all the plans illustrated in ‘The 
FlatTrap’ (Housing, AJ 28.02.08) 
only the Isokon plan went 
uncredited.

The drawing shown was by 
Avanti, not Wells Coates - the 
point being that in our recent 
restoration project at this Grade 
I-listcd building, crucial adjust­
ments were necessary to make 
the flats suitable for today’s 
residents {see rightfor dra-wing 
ofthe proposed minimum unit).

Having also worked at 
Highpoint (another of your 
examples), 1 can confirm that the 
same applies there. Even ‘iconic 
modem apartments’ must change 
to remain viable, especially those 
of Existenzminimum design, 
where every millimetre counts. 
John Allan, director, Avanti 
Architects

2

Window reveal reconfigured io 
accommodate new gas boiler installation 
New double-glazed argon-filled low-E 
W40 windows
New M & £ services and finishes 
throughout
New thermal insulation to internal face 
of all external walls to meet Part L 
Party wall rebuilt to achieve fire and 
acoustic compliance 
Original party wall upgraded to achieve

fire and scouatic compliance 
Overhead cu^oarda conceal new 
mechanical vent requirement from 
bathroom
Position of dressing-room wall adjusted, 
increasing kitchen to accommodate 
washing machine and kitchen appliances 
Kitchen fit-out reconfigured to provide 
modern hob, more storage and 
refrigerator

10 New vertical service ducts

1
7

2

3 8

4

9
5
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Tell the world that you believe in a 
fairer and more sustainable world - 
Choose Fairtrade at work.
Visit our website for information on the 
wide range of Fairtrade products and where 
to buy them, www.fairtradeatwork.org.uk

(B>
Guarantees

a better deal
for Tliiid World

ProducersFAIRTRADE

Choose products with 
the FAIRTRADE Mark

Choose Fairtrade.
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SCULPTURED CURVED HANDLE

C1RC.11 ar s/s &ackp_a-e

LEVER HANDLE DESIGN COMPETITION ■ ■ ■

can you handle it?
Door handles... There are so many varied forms and contrasting models. Some are practical, some are minimalist, 
some scream for your attention. Now is your chance to design the perfea lever handle. Enter the 'Can you handle it?' 
competition for a chance to win the prize of having your design manufactured and marketed by Allgood.

The aim of the competition is to stimulate creative ideas, which must be technically feasible and designed to be mass produced. 
Original, innovative submissions are invited, which identify the use and function of the handle, giving due consideration to 

ergonomics, materials and aesthetic.

Submissions will be judged by our panel, consisting of Gavin Harris {designer of Allgood's White Collection), Kieran Long (Editor - 
AJ), Ruth Slavid (Editor - AJ Online and Special Projeas) and Neil Holmes (Sales Director - Allgood), Highly commended entries 

will be displayed on the Allgood stand at the 100% Design exhibition in September, where the winner will also be announced,

Deadline for entry is Friday 9th May 2008. For competition details and how to enter, please visit www.allgood.co.uk

In collaboration with

Allgood pIc 297 Euston Road London NWl 3AQ Tel: 020 7387 9951 www.allgood,co.uk



Restoration Aii^banistan

RESTORATION
AFGHANISTAN

WEDNESDAY 15 AUGUST 2007 
From the air, Afghanistan looks like a vast 
mountainous desert of" never-ending shades 
of orange and brown peaks. As my flight 
approaches Kabul, the landscape opens into 
a huge dusty bowl.This will be my home for 
the next three months - a city of mud-brick 
buildings smothering the plain and crawling 
up the surrounding mountainside.

In 1978, the year that civil war began its 
devastation of Afghanistan, the population 
of Kabul was less than one million. Today it 
is estimated at almost three million, growing 
as people came to the city for refuge. Lacey 
Hickic Calcy has given me three months 
leave to work for the Turquoise Mountain 
Foundation (TMF), a UK charity conserving 
and developing the historic quarter of Kabul,
I find myself staving in an old restored British 
fort on the outskirts of town.

officer. Spend the morning with Mohammed 
Asif touring the Sayecd Hashim Serai - a 
series of three courtyards used by merchants 
to store their wares, and an overnight resting 
house with its own bamman (bathhouse) and 
stables. Although the serai is in a state of 
disrepair, the remaining carved patayi cedar 
screens look stunning, and many of the rooms 
still have their or^nal delicate mud-plaster 
friezes. Rubbish is everywhere. In some places 
the ground level has been raised bv over 2m 
from compacted rubbish. Part of our work is 
to clear the site - by hand.

The rooftops of the serai give fantastic 
panoramic views of Murad Khanc. I can see 
all the hustle and bustle of the bazaar, goats 
grazing on the riverbed of the Kabul River, 
and hundreds of tyres stacked on the rooftops 
of the shops below, where the stallholders 
make rubber buckets.

THURSDAY 16 AUGUST 
Woken up at 4.00am by the imam calling 
everyone to prayer from the adjacent mosque. 
After breakfast, I take the minibus to the 
historic Murad Khane area of KabiJ. Zabi, 
an architect working for the TMF, shows me 
around the building projects that are under 
way. These include the stunning Peacock 
House and two fortressed warehouses, the 
Double Column Serai and the Saveed Hashim 
Serai, all of which date from the early 19th 
century. My role is to provide detailed surveys 
and drawings of these buildings, alongside six 
architecture students from Kabul University.

THURSDAY 23 AUGUST 
Have a meeting with students from the 
local architecture school, housed in the 
same building I'm staying in. I’ve scheduled 
out the drawings that need to be made for us 
to produce a record of the serais. It was quite 
hard to explain the importance of these 
drawings, as they remain a novel concept - 
the oral tradition in building is still very 
strong here.

SATURDAY 25 AUGUST 
Out on site today to look around the Double 
Column Serai. Stop off to look at the new 
windows installed at the embroidery school. 
They are intricately carved lattice screens 
which look absolutely stunning, and the 
craftsmanship is superb. The carpenters, >>

TUESDAY21 AUGUST
First full day on site. I share the minibus 
with Nisima, the project’s community liaison
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Restoration Afghanistan

3 Kabul has slowly 
spread up the hills and 
mountains surrounding 
the city centre

1 Restoration workers 
had to clear rubbish 
stacked up to 2m-high
2 The recently 
refurbished Peacock 
House

For three months, Lacey Hickie Caley
associate Grant Elliott lived in Kabul,
working on restoring some of the city’s
historic buildings. Here he recounts
some of his experiences in one of the
world’s most tumultuous nations



Restoration A^^anistsui

the oldest site workers by far, have an 
incredible ability to produce the most delicate 
pieces of work with only a few tools and no 
drawings.

MONDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 
Off to the pottery village of Istaiif for the 
day, with two conservation architects who 
arc helping the TMF with the masterplan­
ning at Murad Khane. From afar it all looks 
very arcadian, rather like a Mediterranean 
hillside town, wth a river running through 
the picturesque valley floor and mulberry 
trees everywhere. But half of the buildings 
lie in a state of ruin.

Istaiif has been razed to the ground three 
times: first by the British in the Afghan Wars 
of the 19th and early 20th centuries; then by 
the Russians when they invaded in the late 
1970s; and finally by the Taliban in the civil 
war that followed. The village is now once 
again a thriving centre for ceramics produc­
tion, known for its vibrant turquoise glaze. people living in five rooms. All of the houses

I’ve seen have damp and leaks, and are often
FRIDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 
We are well into the Muslim fasting month 
of Ramadan, which is making it rather 
challenging on site. We now have a 5.30am 
start, so people can leave earlier for prayers, 
and there is no eating or drinking. Having no 
water is hardest, particularly for the labourers, 
wfh temperatures over 35*C. In the evening, 
we have a Qur’an recital in the fort’s central 
courtyard. The Qur’ani sit on a raised dais 
and sing out their recitals. Quite beautiful.

in a state of partial or complete collapse. Most
people rely on public wells for water. Still, I
am always shown great hospitality and offered
tea by tlie men -1 am never allowed anv
contact with the women.

There is no comprehensive postal address
system in Kabul, so most houses just have a
descriptive name, such as ‘House of the
Solitarv Tree’ and ‘House of Screens’. This also
leads to people leaving messages on their
doors for expected visitors, so thev know
where to find them, Lots of the houses have

MONDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 
As well as preparing measured drawings of 
the buildings that arc being restored, I am 
also compiling a building inventory of the 
area.This is to help identify future project 
work and to assist with planning infrastruc­
ture works, primarily water and sanitation.

I am constantly surprised at the conditions 
families live in. Today I visit a house with 25

messages for the health worker to come and
vaccinate children for polio.

MONDAY 1 OCTOBER
I am well settled at the site office and
everyone is working together as a team. I
spend the afternoon walking around the
building sites. All of the restoration work
is being carried out faithfully and
sympathetically.

Traditional Afghan architecture is all
Drawings are a novel 
concept — the oral 
tradition is strong here

about courtyard buildings - where die
perimeter walls form a fortified enclosure for
the building. The perimeter walls arc either
pttksa (rammed earth) or mud bricks finished
in cargil (mud plaster).The roofs and upper >>
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Restoration Afghanistan

4 An interior of the
Sayeed Hashim Serai
5 Grant Elliott at the
lakes of Band-e Amir
6 Restoring the
Sayeed Hashim Serai
7 A house exterior
8 Rooftop views
9 Carpenters at work
10 The House of
Screens
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with a grass mat and then finished with 
a mud screed. The walls facing into the 
courtyard arc all open, usually with delicate 
carvedscreens.
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SATURDAY 6 OCTOBER 
Something big is going down today - the 
Canadians are coming to visit. The TMF has 
managed to get some money from Canada’s 
overseas aid budget and two of its ministers 
arc coming to site to publicly announce the 
donation.

The stage is set with TV and Press for 
the presentation in the main courtyard of 
Sayced 1 lashim Serai. In the afternoon, the 
ministers give their speech, with their own 
security guards and armed national police 
covering all the angles. As a show of thanks, 
the ministers arc presented with a piece of 
exquisite calligraphy from tlie ancient city 
of Herat, wliich they were happy to be 
photographed with - while unwittingly 
holding the calligraphy upside down.
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THURSDAY 25 OCTOBER 
Head off to the Bamiyan Valley, north-west 
of Kabul, with some friends for a break. The 
road meanders along a wide vallcv heading 
west, with enormous mountains stretching up 
to the sky on the horizon. The only reminder 
of the war is the occasional burnt-out Russian 
tank and spent munitions on the roadside.

:ci

■V : m'si

O'
ELEVATION OF THE 

SAYEED HASHIM SERAI
r

90 |oloWo|o|Ploioi8U^

I- rIT•PC . r
' ! It; I */ LLiI I

h".

r1c?\^ , f ■ V rlN
T-

■PP
<li Ji-.^ I&JK \riJSL . s A *-=I ht.“O' T

I I PpI
23D\ IrJX mm-\-\ '! I; I/

LU rf- ■

28 AJ 06.03.08



!=■

z. 15 The Bamiyan Valley11 The Sayeed
16 The site of oneHashim Serai

Q)

PLAN OF THE SAYEED HASHIM SERAI

tank and spent munitions on the roadside.
We are near to the site of the now-

dcstroved Bamh-an Buddhas, which dated
from the 7th century and were blown up by
the Taliban despite international condemna­
tion in early 2001. Fragments of the statues
remain, and are being collected and conserved

site. The tallest Buddha was S5m high, andon
originally you would have been able to climb
up and look out through its eyes.

We climb the rock staircase, passing
througli several chambers decorated with
Buddhist frescoes. At the top we reach a
platform, where the Buddha’s head once was.
The view over the valley to the snowcapped
mountains in the distance is absolutely
breathtaking.

Further west from Bamivan are the lakes
at Band-e Amir. We make a day trip there,
passing through the most barren landscape
to arrive at a plateau overlooking the lakes,
which are spring fed and a deep electric blue.
They have an almost hypnotic calming effect.

WEDNESDAY 7 NOVEMBER
My last day on site, I put the finishing 
touches to my final dravvnng and go for a walk. 
It all feels quite nostalgic, knowing that this is 
possibly the last time I will sec the people and 
buildings I have been working with for the 
last three months.

FRI DAY 9 NOVEMBER 
Finally arrive home in Devon. When anyone 
asks me how the trip was, I say besir khub 
(very good). ■

For further information on the TMF sec
www.turqaoitefnouncaiii.org
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Alan Turing Building, by Sheppard Robson

THE BOFFIN BOX
The Alan Turing Building is a welcome home for mathematicians 
and astrophysicists at Manchester University, writes Phil Griffin

rcvolutionarv victory. Dotting the walls of 
the new mathematics department in the 
structure hang the black and green, back- 
painted plate-glass chalk boards salvaged 
from the original building.

This outcome backs up Sheppard Robson

Having loved their previous home, a slim 16- 
storey tower by Scherrer and Hicks opened in 
1%8 but since deemed ‘unfit for purpose’by 
the university, the mathematicians and 
astrophysicists who moved into Sheppard 
Robsons Alan Turing Building at the

project architect James Jones’ assertion thatUniversity of Manchester won a counter-
mathematicians are hard to please. The new
building is the best on the University of
Manchester campus, a rapidly growing set
ofbuikhngs based on the John McAslan +
Partncrs-dcsigncd masterplan.

The University of Manchester came into



Alan Turing Building, by Sheppard Robson

University merged with the University 
of Manchester Insritute of Science and 
Technology (UMIST), forming the largest 
university in the UK, with more than 40,000 
students. The campus is 2km south of the city 
centre, straddling Oxford Road in an area 
called Chorlton-on-Medlock.

The Alan Turing Building, named after 
the mathematician who broke the German 
Enigma code in the Second World War is 
on the campus perimeter, between a 1960s 
laboratory block and a multi-storey car park. 
Ihe building backs on to Upper Brook Street, 
a main north-south commuting artery, along 
one side of which is millions upon millions of 
pounds worth of new development by both

the university and Manchester Royal 
Infirmary (MRI). On the other side of Upper 
Brook Street is a shamefully abandoned 
Grade IT-listed Welsh Baptist chapel by 
Charles Barry, a brace of very high-end car 
showrooms, and mid-century council housing. 
To the west, the Alan Turing Building forms 
an edge to McAslan’s as-yct incomplete 
University Place, a key space defining the 
campus’s east-west grid. Across University 
Place is a mundane new residential tower for 
nursing staff at MRI. It is one element within 
the new SCAN complex, a signally disap­
pointing scheme, also by John McAslan, 
which also features an auditorium and two 
blocks of teaching space.

The Alan Turing 
Building forms a key 
space in McAslan s 
university masterplan
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Left Although there is 
little street life around 
the building, glazed 
ground-floor teaching 
rooms provide an 
interior/exterior link 
Above The 
cantilevered upper

stories create a 
rhythmic pattern 
Below Extern^ streets 
divide the building into 
three fingers, each 
housing a different 
teaching department

There is precious little street life here, and 
the University Place masterplan docs little to 
encourage it. At least the Alan Turing 
Building has a couple of hilly glazed teaching 
rooms at ground level and clear views into the 
fiiU-height atrium, which allows a passing 
acquaintance between gown and town.

The building is in three parts, divided by 
two streets - one exterior and one interior. It 
has a louvred canopy incorporating photo­
voltaic panels and the envelope is largely zinc. 
Each of the three boxes is sliced horizontally 
and upper stories push and pull, creating a 
pleasing rhvthm. What with Denton Corker 
Marshall s sliding drawers at its high-profile 
Civil Justice Centre down the road, >> ftO
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Left The ‘heroically 
mystifying photon 
research labs 
Below Classrooms 
feature salvaged 
blackboards from the

previous maths 
building
Right The four-storey 
atrium is surrounded 
by classrooms and 
offices

V>

cantilevered structures seem to be the 
architectural feshion revival of the moment 
in Manchester.

Sheppard Robson’s complex brings 
together three schools that have never shared 
a building before: The School of Mathematics, 
the Jodrell Bank Centre for Astrophysics and 
the Photon Science Institute. This is not quite 
an academic stand-off, but the astronomers 
went for clear glass offices running off 
corridors, while the mathematicians opted for 
opaque glazed pods. They each have two floors 
surrounding the atrium.There's a nice alien 
touch on the astronomer's bridge at the top 
of the building, a 1970s dralon sofa in petrol 
green partnered by a coffee table of almost

studious non-design. This is a little like 
Patrick Moore crashing London Fashion 
Week and it does have a certain eccentric 
appeal.

The mathematics and astronomy boxes 
straddle the four-storey atrium. A partition 
across this ground-floor area incorporates 
seating and is painted the same shade of 
yellow carried throughout the building and 
into the mathematician’s pods.Tcadiing 
rooms open on to the atrium; it is nicely 
animated during change over. The two fingers 
are also bridged at the west end of the second 
floor by the mathematicians' senior common 
room, which is carpeted and furnished in red. 
These splashes of colour and the light floor

The photon labs are 
notably inert given 
that the spaces are so 
close to a main road





Alan Turing Building, by Sheppard Robson
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Right A glazed bridge 
connects the 
departments of 
mathematics and 
photon sciences

a:

relieve the interior of any sense of weight or 
dullness. The louvred canopy that flies over 
the roof and the glazed atrium slot really 
does frame the space. Outside it successfully 
frames the building. Inside it contains the 
space and maintains the horizontaliry that is 
the rhythm of the building.

The third finger houses the photon science 
research labs, which are huge, heroically 
mystifying, and notably still and inert given 
that the spaces arc so close to a main road. 
Unlike the other two fingers, this one is brick- 
clad and almost wndowlcss on the ground 
floor. At this level it is not so much a building 
as a research instrument. The mathematics 
block is connected to photon sdcnccs by a 
glazed bridge. This spans the street that runs 
from Upper Brook Street west to University 
Place.

Clearly - for reasons that I’m sure arc to do 
wirh securit)' - the building secs the street 
more as enclosure than circulation. Sheppard 
Robson has handled this condition rather 
better than might have been expected. The 
ground-floor leaching spaces and the fully 
glazed atrium arc a blessed relief to the 
otherwise unanimated street.

On its inauguration, the University of 
Manchester had a buildings budget of around 
.^350 million. There was not an architectural 
competition in sight and no discernible 
commitment to architectural excellence.
In the case of the £43 million Alan Turing 
Building, Sheppard Robson has delivered a 
fine faculty, particularly given that teachers 
at the School of Mathematics were proactive 
and particular about plans for their new 
building. They were attached to their original 
home and wanted to make sure they were 
getting like-for-likc. In most respects. I'm sure 
they have. The refreshed and evolving design 
ethos at Sheppard Robson has produced a 
rather fine building for the University of 
Manchester. ■

Tender date July 2005 
Start on site date November 2005 
Contract duration 20 monhis 
Gross external floor area 16,577m^
Form of procurement Two-stage selected 
tender
Total cost £43.4 million 
Client The University of Manchester 
Architect Sheppard Robson 
Structural engineer Faber Maunsell 
Services engineer Jacobs Engineering 
Quantity surveyor MDA Consulting 
Planning supervisor Faber MaunseN 
Main contractor HBG Construction 
Project manager Capita Symonds 
Selected subcontractors and suppliers 
Photovoltaics Solar Technologies: curtain walling 
Dane; s/ee/Eiland Steel: concrefe John Dole: EMI 
shielding EEP; masonry Walton; joinery R&R 
Construction; internal partitions Komfort; ceilings 
Sound Ceilings
Annual CO, emissions Energy life-cycle 
calculations were never implemented, However, a 
solar-gain/photovoltaic analysis was undertaken

The Alan Turing Building is a gateway. It 
takes up its site with comfortable scale. Zinc 
panels and running window slots present a 
consistent horizontality modulated by the 
projecting cantilevers, which make the 
building feel remarkably light on its feet.

AJ 06.03.08
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country from the Sciily Isles to the Shetlands and 

ensured the continued harmony of the traditional 

built environment
Of course, v^e don't just supply red roofs, Our 

environmentally friendly Cambrian slate has won a

Since we started out in 1919, Redland has become 

the most famous roofing brand in the British Isles. 

When clay was in short supply in 1926, Redland 

stepped in, When London needed re-roofing after the 

Blitz. Redland was there. In fact, we've roofed the



PLEASANT LAND
ensured that Redtand is the preferred supplier for all 

our customers.
Contact the Technical Solutions Hotline on 

08708 702595, email technical.redland@monlercom 

or visit redland.co.uk

Queen's Award. And we were the first roof tile 

manufacturer with integrated PV solar panels.

New challenges make this an exciting time for roofing. 

A new dawn, you could say.
And we will not cease from mental fight until we have

MONIER
ENQUIRY 16 ON CARD WWW.ARCHITECTSJOURNAL.CO.UK/AJDIRECT



14th May 2008 - Barbican Centre, Silk Street. London, EC2Y CONFERENCES

Green
2008

Roofs CPD
CERTIFIED
Coramiaton

Cerwiutton
Service

CPO

• Find out how to successfully integrate 
a green roof into the design of a building 
from the outset

• Understand green roofs from the 
contractor’s perspective - learn key 
tactics to get contractors onboard

An advanced master 
class in best practice

• Hear an essential policy overview from 
the UK’s most progressive local authority 
when it comes to green roofs - Sheffield 
City Council

■ Discover the vital role that green roofs 
can play in Sustainable Urban Drainage 
(SUDS) and the positive impact they can 
have on the built environment \
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In this section The application of concrete cloth // 
Big Fish Little Fish // Low-carbon office design 
conference // International building regulations

Big Fish 
Little Fish
John Prevc, partner at Make 
Architects, gets ready for MIPIM

Only days to go until MIPIM, 
the world’s biggest property 
circus, which takes place in 
Cannes in the south of France 
(11-14 March). It’s fair to say 
that Make takes the event pretty 
seriously, unlike some, who see it 
as a kind of posh piss-up. I’m not 
averse to a drink, but for me it’s a 
chance to broaden relationships.

I’m travelling by Eurostar to 
Paris, then byTGV to Cannes. 
Ihis route has become increas­
ingly popular over the last few 
years - it seems the event now 
starts at St Pancras.

From the moment 1 registered 
I’ve been bombarded with 
invitations - most of which have 
come from organisations I’ve 
never heard of, and which have 
clearly never heard of me. Others 
were rather more welcome, 
including one eye-catching 
invitation from Skanska in the 
form of a bucket, spade and the 
Union Jack Bag. Quite how much 
time m have to build sandcastles 
on the beach is uncertain, but this 
illustrates MIPIM’s generally 
good-humoured atmosphere.

As a practice, we choose not 
to take a stand, but we do design 
a small handout. This year’s 
offering is an envelope, from 
which four pop-up cubes leap 
out when opened, which can be 
folded to create mock-buildings.

I'm looking forward to a busy 
week of long days and short 
nights, I’ll report back in a couple 
of vreeks on how it all went.

NEW USES FOR ROCK-HARD CLOTH CONFERENCES

D...AJ L-.v Care. .
Wednesday 26 March, 06.30am- 
5.00pm, at ICO, London W1

modrock, the material used for 
casting broken limbs.

‘In our old factory we used 
concrete cloth to fix the leaking 
roof,’ says Brewin. ‘We've also 
been approached bv de\'clopers 
who want to use it as a surface for 
play parks - it’s durable, anti-slip 
and takes paint well.’

The Ministry of Defence has 
come to the designers with a 
proposal for using concrete cloth 
in helicopter landing pads - the 
material can be rolled out in sheets 
and stapled in place to create a 
strong platform. The idea of 
using concrete cloth to reinforce 
sandbag defences in Afghanistan 
is also being investigated. Brewin 
savs: ‘Sandbags become scorched 
by gunfire and begin to degrade. 
Concrete cloth forms a fire-proof 
structural shell - bullets puncture 
it, but leavx a neat hole which can 
be easily Kaye Alexander

Concrete cloth, a material 
invented by Roval College of 
Art graduates Peter Brewin and 
William Crawford in 2005, was 
initially used in rapidlv deploy­
able semi-permanent ‘concrete 
canvas’ shelters for refugees. The 
form and material were devel­
oped at the same time for an 
‘innovative use of concrete’ 
competition entry, but the duo 
arc now realising the potential 
applications of concrete cloth 
itself.'We are moving from the 
prototype to volume production,’ 
says Brewin. ‘But scaling up and 
maintaining accuracy is trick\'.‘ 

The 13mm-thick material 
consists of a 3D fibre matrix 
combined with a formulated 
concrete mix. When soaked in 
or sprayed with water, tlic fibres 
wick up the moisture to hydrate 
the concrete. Before it hardens, 
the materiiil can be applied to 
forms and take up complex 
double curvatures - rather like

Offices are extremely carbon 
intensive - in construction, fabric 
and output - and increasing their 
sustainability through design is an 
important challenge.

This AJ conference investigates 
how current and future policy 
impacts on the work of architects 
jn the commercial sector and how 
this influences low-carbon design.

Neil Pennell, engineering 
director of Land Securities, will 
introduce the event Discussions 
and case studies will include a 
panel of representatives from the 
UK Green Building Council, Arup, 
Broadway Malyan and Bennetts 
Associates trying to define the 
term ‘zero carbon’; Duncan Baker- 
Brown of 86M Sustainable Design 
looking at low-carbon materials; 
and Roger Burton of JM Architects 
tackling the issue of sustainable 
refurbishment

For more information see 
www.ajlowcarbonoffice.co.ukNext issue:

of Jonathan Hendry Architects Visit www.concretccanvas.co.uk
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flow. Walk through walls.



Through fixed stainless steel 

lack, incorporating flush lifting 

lace plate.

Stretdiing up to 2.7 metres, 

clear from floor to ceiling, 

flow has the aopearance of a 

continuous wall, with only its 

elegant, flush-mounted locks 

to indicate the cubicles it 

conceals. Our patented 

hydraulic closing mechanism 

is totally hidden in the top 

mounting rail and hinges are 

invisible from the outside, 

completing the illusion of a 

wall you can walk through.

Rebated doors achieve a 

completelv (lush surface finish.

thrislington cubicles
Contact: 1 *44 1011244 520 677

w WWW thrtslingtoncubictes.com 

e info9Thrislingtoncubicles com

Product: flow

Scale: nts

ENQUIRY 17 ON CARD 
www.architectsjournal.co.uk/ajoirect
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS
UK architects working abroad find that building regulations 
vary wildly between countries Hattie Hartman investigates

an increasing impact on UK 
practitioners. Here, the A] 
surveys nine countries British 
architects commonly work in, 

find out what quirks designers 
Lght come up against when 
firing abroad. Wc’vc also 

measured the thickness of each 
country’s regulations, to see who 
has the most (and no, it’s not 
England and Wales).

Those who think the British 
Building Regulations arc complex 
should take a look abroad, where 
codes range from the Communist 
legacies of the Czech Republic 
and the Russian Federation to 
Cypriot forays into seismic 
design. And with more and more 
British architects working on 
overseas projects, international 
building rcgjulations arc having

ENGLAND 
AND WALES

to Published by Communities and Local Government 
Thickness 23cm 
Website www.communities.gov.uk 
Last Update 2007

Scott Brownrigg director Peter Capleborn, head of the RlBA’s 
Technical Committee on Building Regulations, says; ‘Not 
everywhere are regulations as complex as they are in the 
UK. Part L alone has over 40 cross-reterenced docuinents.'

mi
wo

LI All B 2ajL2bSCOTLAND
Published by Scottish Building Standards Agency 
Thickness 19 cm 
Website www.sbsa.gov.uk
Last Update 2007

Gary Clark of Bennetts Associates' Edinburgh office 
notes that although the Scottish regulations are 
increasingly aligned with the English. There are a lot of 
small differences which can amplify through the design 
process if you don't catch them’. Scottish regulations 
are, however, more clearly written and revisions can be 
much more easily downloaded, Clark says. He adds: ^ 
'The biggest debate is over Energy Performance 
Certificates. The bands here are related to kg CO?/ 
m=/year, unlike the English bands, which are based on 
percentages and are less easy to understand.'

A

IRELAND
Published by Department of the Environment 
Heritage and Local Government 
Thickness 6cm 
Website www,environ.ie 
Last Update 2007

According to Neil Deely of Metropolitan 
Workshop, the only difference between Irish 
and English regs is the cover. James Howley, 
of Howley Hayes Architects in Dublin, adds: 'The 
only difference is that in Ireland, no one really 
enforces the regulations, so the onus is on the 
architect and builder to comply.’

■( J

1C V .

Tvchnlol \

I
••camvni

I 'Ij
i *

AJ 06.03.08
44



Technical & Practice

[ PlawnPlanm
und

Baurn
Pbuien

und
Baum

Planm
und

Baum
PtanmFlanen

and
Baum

Ptanm
und

Koum
PtanmPtanm

und
Baum

und undund
BaumBaum Baum

J GERMANYI

fJ Published by Vertagsgruppe Rudolf Muller 
Thickness 1m
Website www.rudolf-mueller.de/245.html
Lest Update Loose*leaf collection, continually updated

V4 I
^ ! i

iJ The German regs always struck me as rather feudal 
after working for years in the States with its hyper- 
bureaucratic codes," says Frank Barkow of Berlin-based 
Barkow Leibinger. 'Here we typically face off with the 
local fire brigade until we find a mutual solution. In 
general, the German sensibility, at least architecturally, 
favours technological solutions over conceptueil ones, 
and I'm always amazed by how it varies from place to 
place.' He adds: 'You will remember Le Corbusier’s 
refusal to publish his Berlin Unite after the Berlin codes 
caused its section to get irreversibly mucked up.'

II

USA
Published by International Code Council and individual states 
Thickness 5cm each 
Website vww.iccsafe.org 
Last Update 2006

The International Building Code, first published in 1997, 
applies to most US states in conjunction with state building 
codes. Peter Culley of Rick Mather Architects, whose Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts is on site in Richmond, notes that 
American regulations are typically organised - like the US 
construction industry - to deal with off-the-shelf proprietary 
systems. 'Any custom work can get quite tricky, and as a 
result, you see many more generic solutions,' says Culley,

NETHERLANDS
Published by VROM (Ministry of Housing, Spatial Ranning and 
the Environment)
Thickness 1.1m
Website www.bouwbesluit-online.nl 
Last Update 2003

Amsterdam- and London-based S333 Architecture + Urbanism's 
Abigail Batchellor says: 'The Dutch regulations are much more in- 
depth and there are lots more of them than the UK - they cover areas 
such as public realm and parking. The Dutch are tighter on specific 
things like daylight which is strictly controlled and requires an in-depth 
daylight report Also in the UK the regulations are much more friendly, 
and feature useful di while the Dutchand oi
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CZECH
REPUBLIC
Published by Ministry of Development
Thickness 11 cm
Website http://old.mmr.cz/index.php9langs3
Lest Update 2007

Czech regulations are much more stringent than
the UK, according to David Perera of Jestico +
Whiles' Prague office. 'This is probably a relic
of the Communist era,’ says Perera 'There are
about 25 different authorities you have to
deal with when building in the Czech Republic,
such as fire, hygiene, low-voltage electric, high-
voltage electric, and transport There is a whole
profession - “ingineering" - which deals purely
with the permits process.’

RUSSIAN
FEDERATION
Published by No central agency
Thickness Miscellaneous documents - see right
Website No website - many subscribe to specialist update services
Last Update Unknown

RMJM’s Scott Cahill, who is working on Moscow's City Palace
tower, says regulations vary between jurisdictions and even within
Moscow, where the International Building Centre is developing
codes for tall buildings. Cahill says this means even Russians are
confused by their codes, particularly the fire code, Cahill notes;
'Stairs are deeper: 300mm deep in Russia compared to 280mm
in the UK Also, Russian cores are thicker to meet a four-hour fire
rating.' RMJM has reverted to British standards on things like WC
provision, deeming the Russian regulations inadequate.

CYPRUS
Published by Ministry of Interior 
Thickness 0.7 cm 
Website http-y/moi.gov.cy/
Last Update 2002

'In Cyprus,’ says Akis Stephanides of Hopkins Architects, whose 
Nicosia Cultural Centre will complete in 2012, ‘you have to 
navigate through various ministries to find all the relevant regula­
tions.' The most recent approved document - which deals 
primarily with seismic design, is in the process of being updated 
to include sections on fire and disabled access, currently in draft 
form. A document was recently published which specifies 
minimum U-values for the building fabric for the first time.

AJ 06.03.08



Integrated 
Environmental 
Solutions Limited

lES <Virtual Environment> links to Autodesk Revit
Architects can now easily build energy efficiency, 
lighting and thermal performance into their 
design as they go. Form, orientation, 
construction and use of passive solar principles 
can be optimised to ensure energy savings.

What if you could easily ex^ine how your 
design impacts on environmental performance? 
What If you didn't need detailed building and 
room data to do this?
What If you could do this right from the initial 
concept stage?
What if you could discover the impact of 
different forms, orientations and envelopes? 
What if y«xj could assess the pros end cons of 
different passive solar principies?

What if you could undertake this analysis 
yourself, without the input of an engineer?
What if you could undertake all this sustainable 
design analysis directly from your Ftevit BIW 
model, without re-inputting data?

These ‘What ifs?’ are now a reality with IBS’s 
plug-in to Autodesk Revit Architecture and its 
<VE> Toolkits.

design, simulate -i- innovate
with lES <Virtual Environment> m

E: enquiries@iesve.com W: www.iesve.com T;+44 (0)141 945 8500

ENQUIRY 13 ON CARD WWW.ARCH1TECTSJOURNAL.CO.uk/AJDIRECT



ATKINS

inspireI recognising women
in the built environment

In association with:

every

woman

27 June 2008
The Brewery, London
Atkins Inspire is an annual event in association with everywoman 
to encourage, recognise and reward exceptional women working 
in the built environment.

The Awards lunch will be held on the 27th June 2008 atThe Brewery, London. 
Entries are now open for the following sector categories:
• Future Star
• Outstanding Achiever
• Inspirational Leader

Awards for the above categories will be made to each of the following sectors:
• Architeaure
• Building Services
• Commercial Property

• Construaion
• Engineering
• Quantity Surveying

Entries are now also open for the following cross-industry categories:
• Sustainability Award
• International Award ★ NEW CATEGORY ★

The Inspire Woman of the Year Award is a non-entry category nominated by the industry 
and decided upon by the judging panel. For more information and full entry criteria, 
please visit www4ijplus.cauk/inspire

Deadline for entries is 4th April 2008. So don't delay - if you want to receive the 
recognition you deserve for the critical role you play in the built environment enter today.

To align your company with this prestigious event, please contact Stuart Hudson on
020 7728 4593 or email inspire@emap.com

Headline Sponsor: Sector Sponsor: Supporferj; Endorsed by:

^ Grontmij NSCCATKINS BYRNE 'GROUP

Brought to you by:

The Architects’Journal | Construction News | H&VNews | New Civil Engineer | QSWeek | RAC Magazine
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The Critics

Charles Holden, continued from page 49 Imperial War Graves Commission, with 
London University’s Senate House, searched 
for the severely monumental. Yet it is his airy 
stations for London Undeiground, famed 
internationally, which have been fashionable 
with both Modernists and traditionalists 
since their construction in the early 1930s. 
Holden’s later reputation suffered, with 
Senate House seeming outdated before its 
completion, and exercises in town planning 
that promised us the Grand Vista south of 
St Paul’s ending up lined with dull exercises 
in brick and stone.

In his book, Charles Holden, Architect, 
Eitan Karol argues that Holden remained 
at heart an Arts and Crafts man, a ‘medieval

modernist’. He worked for Charles Robert 
Ashbcc before finding his own voice as the 
design partner in a larger firm, Adams, 
Holden and Pearson, Holden carefully 
considered his materials and the effect of 
weathering, and sought a fitness for purpose 
for every element of a building. His ambition 
was to create z gesamtkunshverk of architec­
ture, crafts and sculpture, encouraging the 
young sculptors Henry Moore and Jacob 
Epstein, whose controversial nudes on the 
British Medical Association Building (1906- 
OS) were hacked down 30 years later. Holden’s 
own lifestyle was that of the Arts and Crafts 
aesthete, aroused from his modest Bolton 
upbringing by the discovery of Walt

Was Charles Holden a Modernist? He 
belongs - with Edwin Lutj’cns and Giles 
Gilbert Scott - to that generation brought up 
in the Arts and Crafts Movement and who 
died amid Modernism's post-war domination. 
But unlike Lutyens’many country houses or 
Scott’s churches, Holden had no mainstay.
He accepted a remarkable range of challenges 
that each demanded their own style. His early 
Belgrave Hospital and Law Society, both in 
London, and Bristol Central Library, are 
richly decorated in the Arts and Crafts 
tradition, combining classical details with a 
deeper earthiness. Alter 1918, work for the

EXHIBITION

All eyes on Northern Ireland
Willie Doherty captures the psychology of political conflict on film, says Maria Fusco
Willie Doherty: Replays. Selected video work 1994-2007. Until 16 March at Matt's Gallery, London E3



CHARLES HOLDEN

Whitman’s philosophies. It led to an austere 
lifestyle in Hertfordshire and to Qimkcrism. 
But Holden had one modem sensibility that 
unites his best work regardless of style, which 
Karol underplays: his mobile sense of 
planning There is no immediate grand gesture 
in his Bristol Central Library. Instead we arc 
made to explore, turning through low spaces 
and up stairs before arriving in the imposingly 
tall reference library. Similarly Holden’s 
Underground stations, and his masterpiece, 
the London Transport Hcadquaners at 55 
Broadway, make routes through awkward sites 
with subde shifts and turns. Senate House, 
richly appointed though its main interiors arc, 
is ultimately less exciting because it is static.

Karol’s book has been meticulously 
researched since the 1980s. It is one of those 
chunky old-fashioned biographies, in the 
manner of Andrew Saint on Richard Norman 
Shaw or Alan Crawford on Charles Robert 
Ashbee. It cracks along at a good pace - 
though like all Shaun Tyas books, the text 
cries out for better editing. And how it would 
have benefited from a good designer! But 
don’t be put off by the dull format and the 
worthy portrait on the cover - inside is much 
more exciting.
Resume: Never judge a book bv its cover 
or an architect by his necktie, says Elain 
Harwood. This book is much better than 
it looks EITAN KAROL

Northern Irish artist Willie Doherty, 
nominated for the Turner Prize in 1994 
and 2003, has a sober eye for detail and an 
overwhelming compassion for his subject 
matter. A timely retrospective of Doherty's 
work from the last 13 years - currently on 
show at Matt’s Gallery in London - gathers 
a significant collection of single-channel video 
installations, which meditate on the physical 
and psychological implications of Northern

Ireland’s changing social-political environ­
ment. Doherty’s work challenges traditional 
concepts of who is friend and who foe by 
inviting viewers to slow down and look very 
closely at riny detail.

Empty (2006) is a moving eight-minute 
video work shot in a single day with director 
of photography Conor Hammond, which 
explores the exterior of a disused office block 
in Belfast. The piece chronicles the abandoned

Ghost Story (2007) is perhaps the exhibi­
tion’s most accomplished work. Sited in a 
range of rural landscapes, it plots rhe psycho- 
geography of post-confiict Northern Ireland 
by leading us along a lonely country path, 
from which it seems we will never escape - 
while we glimpse other locations, we always 
return to the same spot. Shot by cinematogra­
pher Seamus McGarvcy of Atonement (2007), 
the piece is narrated by actor Stephen Rea of 
Control (2004) and Vfor Vendetta (2005), who 
recounts memories of violent acts and 
unnerving experiences in an even, unemo­
tional tone. ‘His body was discovered on an 
overcast Sunday morning. I recognised him 
from rhe small black-and-white photograph 
that had accompanied the story of his murder,’ 
says Rea, leading us to question why we arc 
walking down this path. Arc we the victim or 
the perpetrator? Close-up shots of male and 
female eyes looking at something that we as 
viewers never quite see have an unnerving 
effect, in that they seem to be looking past us. 
This is a powerfully emotive work, projected 
directly on to rhe wall of the gallery space to 
draw the viewer directly into the dark space 
that seems to lie somewhere bevond the actual 
surface of the screen.

Doherty’s work is a significant contribu­
tion to the attempt to comprehend the 
strangeness and dislocation of political 
conflict. Its poetic empathy, combined with 
an eve for detailed observation immerses its 
viewers into some kind of understanding. 
Resume: Furtive glance.s and crumbling 
blocks evoke the politics of Northern Ireland

Doherty's work attempts to 
comprehend the strangeness and 
dislocation of political conflict

1960s building as dawn breaks to illuminate 
a disintegrating surface that directly signifies 
the office’s current lack of purpose. No one 
wants to work in this place, and we can sec 
why: blue paint peels away as dirty windows 
sadly reflect the murky sky; ineffective railings 
and rusty window grilles look more like they 
were designed to keep employees in rather 
than keep prowlers out; and the soundtrack 
breathes steadily with traffic noise and the 
faraway whirr of a distant helic<'»pter. This 
work functions effectively both as a record 
of the changing tastes and logistical require­
ments of business (this type of building would 
be very unattractive to the new investors who 
have flocked to Northern Ireland since the 
success of the recent peace process), and as a 
reflection on what such ‘progress’ really leaves 
behind (decaying carcasses of oncc-busy 
buildings that can’t even be given away).

I

Left and this image 
Video still from Willie 

Doherty's Ghost 
Story (2007) 

Above Still from 
Empty (2006)
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The Critics

Critic s Choice 
Friederike von 

Rauch’s photographs are 
strange and mysterious, 
says Andrew Mead
Architectural photographers ku^ often accused 
of eliminating people from their pictures as 
they pursue the perfect image of a building.
As long ago as 1979, the AJ published a two- 
part feature (Tom Pictohs ‘The Craven Image’, 
AJ 25.07.79) on this very topic. But the 
emptiness in Friederike von Rauch’s photo­
graphs, collected in a new book called Sites 
(Hatje Cantt, 39.80 cutos/jGO), is of a different 
kind. What also strikes you is the quaUty of 
light in these images - an overall paleness that 
recalls Walter Niedermayr’s shots of SANAAjj 
projects, where buildings seem less substantial 
than they arc. Yet while colour and materiality 
retreat in von Rauch’s photographs, she doesn’t 
idealise her subjects. Coping stones arc missing, 
stairs chipped, walls stained. Weeds sprout in 
the gaps between paviours and board-marked 
concrete retains its texture.

The images arc of Brussels, Rotterdam and 
Berlin {pictured below), but they seldom signal 
their location - they’re interchangeable, even 
generic. They are of nondescript places that 
von Raucli makes strange: the curving ramp 
of a multi-storey car park, a lobby enclosed by 
a blank travertine wall, a ptKjl of water rippling 
beneath an expressionless sky. ‘Everything is 
still intact - but what has happened?' asks one 
of the essayists in Sites. To find a distinctive 
way of risualising the world is no mean feat, 
given the mviltitude of images that surround 
us today, and von Rauch has done just that.

will be replaced by a (don’t get your hopes up) 
sl^craper-schcme designed by Carey Jones 
and Make. Today the dark John Poulson 
building, with its drained pools, murky 
windows and banks of empty seating, calmly 
awaits its fete. A sanitary-green hospital 
screen pulled around the reception desk tells 
you the patient is at death’s door. In truth, the 
dramatic building was always doomed to die 
young. Back in 1967 it was discovered, after 
workmen added the tiles, that the pool was 
inches too short to host international events.

OSA’s 12m-tall installation, dubbed The 
Accumulator, was designed to turn the dying 
pool into a ‘virtual water collector’. "The firm 
even worked out how long it would take for 
the baths to fill with rain water if the top 
was opened to the elements; just two months. 
However, the ethereal white sculpture, with 
clouds of dry ice floating around the top, can 
also be observed from the bottom up - a 
stairway to heaven for the tired, mortuary- 
like pool tiles, worn-out seats and the still- 
fantastic three-ticred concrete diving board.

OSA has created something that fits in so 
well with the original building the installation 
almost seamlessly completes it - a fitting 
tribute to great piece of flawed Modernism 
and a gateway to the next world.
Resume: OSA rcaUy pools it off with The 
Accumulator

INSTALL'VnON

What is the point ofthis? 
Richard Waite visits The 
Accumulator in Leeds
The Accumulator: The Leeds International Pool 
Project, Until 22 March, Leeds International Pool

'What is the point ot spending thousands 
of pounds on something that is only going be 
on show for a few weeks in a building that is 
about to be bulldozed?’ asks my wife. I have 
to admit chat, before seeing the Office for 
Subversive Architecture’s (OSA's) huge fabric 
funnel hung from the roof of Leeds'btc-1960s 
International Pool, part of me agreed with her.

But the German practice - whose work 
has included temporary outdoor interventions 
such as the Hoegaarden Urban Oasis in 
London and Manchester (2005), a roof 
structure for Liverpool’s A Foundation (2006), 
and the illegal refurbishment of a Shoreditch 
signal house (2004-2006) - has pulled off 
something that is visually impressive and 
strangely touching; a perfect farewell ro both 
a building and a time in history.

In April, the pool on the edge of the dty 
centre is (allegedly) due for dcmolifton and

AJ 06.03.0852
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^THINGS TO DO THIS WEEK

1 StU! Life
Experience the human and environmental 
impact of the Three Gorges Dam in this film 
by Chinese director Jia Zhangke.
7-13 March at Watershed, Bristol. 
www.watershed.co.uk

2 Elaine Bremner
Be inspired by textile designer Elaine 
Bremner’s innovative creation of patterns and 
textures using digital inkjet printing.
Until 1 June at The Lighthouse, Glasgow 
www.thelighthouse.co.uk

3 Sir EJviin Lutyens
Hear Margaret Richardson, honorary curator 
of architecture at the Royal Academy, on 
Lutyens’ use of traditional architectural styles. 
6.30-8.00pm, 10 March, £ 10, at the Geological 
Society Lecture Theatre, London W1 
www.royalacademy.org. uk/architecture

4 The Endless City
A discussion on the world’s urban future with 
Ricky Burdett, Deyan Sudjic, Richard Rogers 
and Enrique Penalosa.
6.45-9.00pm, 12 March in the Starr Auditorium, 
Tate Modern, London SE1. wvw.tate.org.uk

5John Latham

Visit the new Delaye Saltoun gallery, designed 
by architect Leszek Dobrovolsky, and take in 
John Latham’s spray paintings {picturedbelow). 
Until 12 April at Delaye Saltoun. 11 Savile Row, 
London W1. www.delayesaltoun.com

It was apparent throughout the talk that 
Tschumi’s knowledge of film was broader than 
perhaps displayed. The architect’s interest has 
informed both his experiments in drawing 
techniques, discussed in his book Manhattan 
Transcripts (1981), and projects such as Parc de 
la Villctte, which contains a cinematic garden. 
Tschumi made a couple of clear points: that 
there is a dynamic link between the two 
practices (movement in space) and there are 
particular optical regimes involved (linearity 
of vision). But the format of the talk did not 
offer space for expanding on these ideas.

The clips provided included some of 
Maybury and Tschumi’s own work, as well 
as films they found influential in architectural 
terms - Brian de Palma’s Body Double {\9%A) 
and Sergei Eiscnstcin’s The General {\929) for 
Tschumi, and the work of D W Griffith and 
Jean Genet’s Un Chant D'Amour (1950) for 
Maybury. It’s a shame Maybury didn’t ffiscuss 
the spatial and architectural challenges a film 
director might face. He did propose an 
intriguing link between the facial close-up 
and landscapes/territorics, but the idea wasn’t 
picked up by cither Tschumi or moderator 
Nigel Coates. Enjoyable overall, but hardly 
illuminating.
Resume: Architecture and film must be 
related, but Tschumi and Ma^liurv fail to 
reveal why

LECTURE

Maybury and Tschumi s 
talk was hardly illumi- 
natingy says Marko Jobst
The Space between Architecture and Film: John 
Maybury and Bernard Tschumi. 12 February at the 
Royal College of Art London SW7

Architects arc often keen to point out that 
architecture and film have a lot in common, 
yet most of the time no one is quite sure why. 
Commonly, architecture is ‘real’ and film is 
'representational', and for the most part these 
were the lines followed in the fourth talk of 
the Royal College of Art's (RCA’s) Double 
Take film series, featuring New York-based 
architect Bernard Tschumi and British film 
director and screenwriter John Maybury.

Maybury’s career developed alongside that 
of Derek Jarman, the enfant terrible of 1980s 
British cinema, and his works range from the 
classic video for Sinead O’Connor’s Nothing 
Compares 2 U and the acclaimed Francis Bacon 
biopic Love is the Devil (1989), to his intrigu­
ing Hollywood outing The Jacket (2005). He 
has two new films slated for release this year, 
Come Like Shadows and The Edge of Love.

Below Untitled 1954 by John Latham. 
Oil on unprimed canvas, 77 x 63cm
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znter now for the

british construction 
industry awards 2008
21ST ANNIVERSARY

and the Prime Minister’s 
Better Public Building AwardPRIME

MINISTERS better

PUBLIC
AWARD BUILDING

17 Apri I 2008
Entry deadline

Promoted by

imWWtieewtCMUnjwnn

Sponsored by CIVILS .20C^8 GiffordATKINS Autodesk benaim

• Adams Kara Taylor • Arup • Association for Consultancy and Engineering • Atkins • Autodesk
• Balfour Beatty • Benaim • Bennetts Associates • Birse Civils • Black & Veatch • British Waterways
• Building Design Partnership • Buro HappoW • CABE • Civii Engineering Contractors Association
• Clarke Bond Group • Construction Industry Council • Construction Products Association
• Costain Group • County Sun/eyors Society • Curtins Consulting • Dewhurst Macfarlane and Partners

Supported by



plA 21st Anniversary

If you and your team are proud of your building or civil engineering project, this year you could be 
celebrating at the BCIA 21st Anniversary Awards and the Prime Minister’s Better Public Building 
Award - whether your project is Small or Major, in the UK or Abroad. Also, don’t forget that the 
BCI Awards recognise excellence in Best Practice, Conservation, Local Authority, Environmental 

and Regeneration categories.

For full details and Entry Form visit WWW. bCiSWSrClS.OrQ. Uk

/ = ^
MAYOURNEV mouchel ^ IlCCnil Mott

MarDonnld whitbybird

• Edmund Nuttall • FaberMaunsell • Fugro Seacore • Foster and Partners • Generation Aggregates • Gifford * Griffiths & Armour • Grimshaw
• Halcrow Group * Highways Agency • HSE • Hyder Consulting • Institution of Civil Engineers • Jacobs • Kier Group • Laing O'Rourke
• Mace • May Gurney Group • Miller Group • Mott MacDonald • Mouchel • NEC • Norwest Holst Construction • OGC • Price and Myers
• Ramboll Whiybybird • Sir Robert McAlpine • Scott Wilson • Skanska Construction • Southern Water • Taylor WoodrowConstruction
• Waterman Group • Wilkinson Eyre Architects • WSP Group • Yorkshire Water



Dispinadvertuing 
020 rh.% 4558 

Recruicaimt advcrtiiinfr 
020 7728 3823 
Ailveauing fiu number 
Oa 7728 3888

Deadlines
Bookii^copy 5ptn Monday 
Anwork 12pm Tuesdm 
Cancellations 12pm Fridav

Jobs en<|uiries
Johanna Morris 020 7728 3823 
johanna.fflorris^cmap.coio 
WWW, archi tcctsjoumaLco. uk

THE ARCH ITECTS’JOURNAL 
EMAP COMMUNICATIONS 

GREATER LONDON HOUSE 
HAMPSTEAD ROAD 

LONDON NWl 7EJ

A Clerkenwell based job agency 
set up by Architects for Architects

Estates & Facilities Department

Academic Resource Manager
Salary up to £40,000 p^.

bespd«Our new multi million pound Estates Strategy Is In its initial stages of 

implementation. The strategy identifies effective space management as cntical 

to its successful delivery and it is a key objective.

The University uses more than two million sq ft of accommodation in providing 

high quality teaching and research. It represents over 30% of our running 

costs and it is essential that we manage this resource effectively.

We are therefore lookir\g for a pro-active manager who would lead a small 

team tasked with ensuring our space management is efficient and effective 

and helping to establish the University's space requirements for the next 

decades.

On*Ssin Wli 835.000 • £45,000pa * bwisflk
A ip«cleM0 firm wHh styMi ofRcat batsd m W1 or* cumnfty lookkiff *a appoint 
labiTtKl ArchHscft A tlKhnkkifts to driv* numeroM tnoh-proMs oMea. midsnilal & 
mlMd-uM from KBA ftapM K-L Banowned for thoir commHriwnl to qmritty A
•KCSSsnu. IN* b on anoxing oppertonHy to gam on-ilto axpoiMnco A to isoHy m« 
Iho fniHs of your labour com* togodtorl AutoCAD protonodWhilst a background m higher education would be helpful, more important is 

your desire to make an impact in a high profile role with implicationB 

the whole University. This rcMe will require excellent communication and 

negotiation skills, including liaison with senior University managers. Whilst you 
will have a keen eye for detail, the ability to understand the wider strategic 

objectives and to operate at a strategic level is critical.

Wa are offering an attractive package up to £40k for the right person.

Application Forms and further particulars should be obtained by contacting 

Human Resources. Bangor University; tel: (01246) 362926/388132; e-mail: 

personnel@bangor.ac.uk; web: www.bangor.ac.uk

Please quote reference number 08-7/121 when applying.

Closing date for applications: Friday 28 March, 2006.

across 'sountiy kving m Btoonubuty' £35,000 - £45,000 * bonetir.
A HnoS. frtondty pracHc* rocognlted for thoir Ngh-ipoc preioci* witiun pnvoto 
hoolthcoro. ora looking to oppolnf O bio|oct ArchHoct to woN on tmotl commercki] A 
rotklonfMl lehomav Ihoy sftot oxcatlonf bonofltv including poying ovorhrpio H working 
lato A actively encourage a good Hve/work botonce. The lueconful candidate will 
hove proven |ob running experience with strong technical A design sk>s, on Interest In 
Intortori would be 0 bonus, (xperlence of MIcroctotlon preferred

Port II to get Pori lll> £38,000 - £32.000 p.a * beneftti
A Iftendty, wdabto practice bosed near Uverpool Street ore looking to oppokM PretH 
ArchItoCtiiral Aeattmts to work on e number of mok retol praiecli Inm inception to 
comptodon The ideal ueidWatot wfl poweei excekenf proaentotton tUt^ be 0 team 
ptoyer A be CortMent in woridng ctotelv wHh clients to eneute the smooth ninrung of 
project* TMi b on excOfng opportunity a* there wM be ctience to run project* suited to 
o port Hi cose Pudyl AutoCAD PietonoJ

Tb vtow a compr^Mnsiv* list of voconcws & to rsgistsr with us pleose 
visit www.bospokecofMrs.corn or cel us on 0207 24 24 909

Alternatively, if you wish to discuss the position in more 

de^ll please contact Dylan Roberts, Development Director 

j m our Estates and Facilities learn, on (01248) 368409:

e-mail: dylan.roberts@bangor.ac.uk

J & L GIBBONS LLP
We are seeking Members of the Landscape Institute or equivalent, 
to work with us on our exciting portfolio of urban design and 
landscape projects. Applicants must be creative and experienced 
at all design stages including contract administration. Proficiency in 
AutoCAD, Adobe Creative Suite and Microsoft Offk^ required.
J & L Gibbons LLP Is an equal opportunity employer.CAO MANAGER

Wo iro looking tor ■ CAD rntnagir for our London Studio.
The rtto requires ewert knowledge cf the letest version* of Mlcrosotlon. Knewiscige of othsr 
CAO and modelling sattwors would be a benefit including SketehUo. 3ds Max, Cinema 40, 
Rhine snd FomvZ,

TTic Candidate will have a keen intereat In bMh 20 and 30 appllcattons of CAO In tha design 
and commjctlon of buildings. Ths CAO Manager wHI also be required to implement 
document control procedures tor arcnitects using web-besed lyslams.

Pleas® send a cv and examples of work to:

Rea Keeble
J & L Gibbons LLP
Studio A. 22 Auberi Park
London N5 ITU
www.jlg-london.com
Closing date: 23rd March 2006For further details emtil: 

maiyja.jon naonOhawortMompkmi.com Haworth
TompkinsHsworm Ibrnokmi It <n Kiuat opooRvnitiM tmoioytr. 

www.haworthtompkins.com savMlejones | architects
Architects, technicians & pt I or pt II students for 
a variety of projects (UK & overseas). AutoCad, 

skillsdesign/job* running 
necessary. Worthing, West Sussex, 
email: haydn@savillejones-architects.com 
web: www.savlllejones-architects.com

and experience
PLEASE MENTION AJ WHEN REPLYING TO A 
JOB IN THIS SECTION
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NET RIBA A Appointments
DIRECTORY . -HBcnjrowlServeeoftheFkiyeufreiiMleelMBWt/lrebeectt

Architects - online.co.uk

or opportunitiesr/ie worW's leaning »n:hitectural job site

that move peopleQckem
www.adrem.uk.com

assssspf

Jq!!^ ! www.omsa.co.ok ••
• '

p point m e^tT020 74M 837Q

s.cominto .1 ribMppoi«tRMnlMBinbarKerross co uK
Ommei tass «t ««

0115 948 3757

Advertisement for Consultants Expressions of Interest

Holy Trinity Primary School Expansion

Professional services contract for Architecture and Related Design services

The London Borough of Richmond Upon Thames intends to invite tenders for the provision of architectural 
and related design work on the proposed new extension to the Holy Trinity Primary School at Carrington Rd, 
Richmond, Surrey, TW10 5AA. The works are to be procured through a framework utilising the design and 
build procurement route.

The appointment will cover an architect-led multi-disciplinary team comprising architect, structural 
engineer and building services engineers. Quantity Surveying and COM Co-ordination are being advertised 
concurrently as separate direct appointments.

The value of the construction contract to which these services relate are currently estimated to be 
£4,500,000.00

\t VHCtll

www.dqs>erAce.co.\jk

www.rdr«cniitfnent.ee.uk

We are seeking applicants who can demonstrate highly developed design skills.

Applicants who express an interest via email or by letter will be sent Pre-Qualification Questionnaire (PQQ) 
to be sent and returned to the council before 19th March 2008. The last date for expressions of interest to 
be received is the 12th March 2008.isiSIV%bc—■■

www.siv.co.uk

After pre-qualification, upto six consultants who have expressed an interest will be invited to tender.

It is anticipated that the council's tender documents, including the specification for the commission will be 
issued April 2008.

Interested consultants should return their PQQ documents to London Borough of Richmond Upon Thames, 
Civic Centre, 44 York Street, Twickenham, TW1 3B2 no later than 19th March 2008 marked for the attention 
of Mr Richard Rollison. Consultants selected to tender will be notified as soon as possible.

solution
solutionrecruitment.com

For Advertising 

Enquiries
Further information can be obtained on the Official Journal of the European Union www.ted.europe.eu or 
by contacting Mr Richard Rollison on 020 8891 7465 or via email on r.rollison@richmond.gov.uk.

iosixts of
mc/tMOM) i;pos ThamesPlease Contact:

Johanna Morris

ARCHITECTS020 7728 3823

I Over 100 vacancies for Architects, Technologists, Technicians, Part 1 & 2&lnterior Design |Email:
Plan your next career move, simply visit our web site for a flavour of our exciting and 

financially rewarding vacancies, or contact us for a discussion In complete confidence.

James Greenway & Rory Kroon - Consultants 
0113 245 8468 www.iinearrecruitment.co.uk

johanna.morris<^

emap.com Linear Recruitment
W
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• Australian Architectural Practice will sponsor UMrish talent
• Opportunities for returning Australians^Kiwi’s
• UK interviews conducted during March/ April

Want to work 
for a household 
name in 
Australian

Whether ywj're Australian/ Kiwi returning 
home or if you're looking into emigration. 
Melbourne’s cafe culture, relaxed 
atmosphere and passion for the finer 
things in life m^e ft a natural destination 
for desigixxientated professkxials like 
you. Combir« this with tie lifestyle, 
beaches and hot weather of Australia 

you have a genuine life changing 
C4:pi^nity...

Metier 3 (Metier3.com.au) are a leading 
Melbourne architectural design practice 
whose dedication to the cr^tion of 
extraonlnary sustainable architecture 
sees them continue to be awarded some 
of Australia's most sought after and iconic 
protects.

Pushing tie boundaries of innovation, 
knowledge and creativity ensures Meti^
3 remain one of Australia's cutting edge 
design practices.

Metiers are currently looking to recruit 
talented architects and technicians from

the UK and Ireland, unique individuals 
with an abundance of ideas and a 
dedication to the pursuit of exceiience 
atid are flying over to conduct interviews 
across the UK and Ireland dunng Mach/ 
April. As required. Metier 3 will sponscy 
successful candidates and organise 
upfront relocation costs wrthin the salary 
packages offered. What could be easier? 
Interview ^ts win be m high demand and 
only 20 vacancies exist, so email your cv 
without delay.

Judd Fams consultants are experienced 
in international transfers and are happy to 
advise you on any issues you may haM. 
For an intormal discussion please call 
Leo Gee (0207) 7494 2555 or email 
metier3@juddfams.com.au

m=iiER judd Farris
pto|>crtv rtcrultmenl

---------------------------

Anything but squarer www.centurion4jobs.com
Project Manaoers 

Oxford / MIKen Keynes / C - London / West Country 
Comprehensive and Very Competitive Remuneration Packages

A truly world-class & global company specialtsmg n the marwgement ar>d consultancy of 
cocholeK & large-scto protKts. W<th thev coritmumg succms & long term goals are 
now looking for cliern side l^ect Managers of all levels to be Involved & to ^ay keys 
on a variety of mafor, high profile schemes. Including Regeneration, Mixed use, Residential, 
Industrial & Banking A proven track recwd In a similar rcw, & experience in protects of high 
value vraukj be advantageous. Ref: 3705 (Mark)

roles

Technical Co-ordinator Hemel Hempstead/Watford c£42k- £48k+& Bens
This major award winning and highly successful regional developer has excellent 
opportunities for Co-ordlnalors who wish to further their careers. Expenence from 
the residential sector with a developer b&ckgrovmd would be desirable but not 
essentral. May suit Architeclunil Technicians looking for the next step up In their career 
progression. ^ excellent remuneration package wilt be made available to successful 
candidates. Reh 3708 (Philip)

Principal Project Manager
up to £37,500

Architect
up to £34,000

COM Co-ordinator
up to £30,000

Interior Designers - All Levels 
Creatively driven & commercially aware irrternalional practice, with a great reput art ion 
for sustain able buildings & bespoke designs, in varying prefects of size & corr^exlty. 
Designers are now required, from Mid-weight (o Associate level. Vbur expenence mu^ 
show a proven track record wfthm the hotel sector, providing strong & creative knowledge 
within this division. Ref: LS31 (Hanrtan)

/VditecfeAs^fante.TedTnigari5 Atianhot/IQfyBbanUponThHmesEUriwaledPkB.
A major award-winning architectural practice who are renowned for thatr work in the commercial 
& private sectors. Go no further as working here, will be both challenging & rewarded by a 
range of interesting & diverse projects, your contribution will be valued & your ideas will 
always count. Oppwtunity to work in a lively envirorsnent alongside like-minM pet^7 They 
offer great competitive salaries & a variety of valuable benefits.

AiLlfcLt/AaaBlart/Tbcfridartt SLKaiMiaAtDock/OatodSti—t (£27k-&49c-i-e
A versatile, multi-skilleO practice that places a premium on onginaJrty of thought. The 
buildings they create are distlitclive & appropriate, reflactirtg the natural & talented abilities 
of the practx:e & Its staff. These key posts will be working on multi million pound projects 
of pha^ works to exciting new and refurbishment of 4 & 5 star Hoiets. A hands on role 
that offers great prospects, great projects & financial rewards. MicrDstation would be 
advantageousbut not essential. Ref: L512 (Hannah)

Architects/Assistantc/Technicians MiltonKeynes c£26k-£44k4-Bens
Unigua opportunity to join Building Awards 2007 'Architectural Practice of the Year 
will be working on residentiai, health care, education & mixed-use projects. They place 
great emphasis on teamwork, Innovation & shared success within a friendly and attractive 
working environment. If you are passionate about creating excatlent places & buildings, 
interested m a new Challwge or feel that you ere not currently reaching your full potential 
thwi they would like to hear from you. Reh 3703 (Philip)

Tel: 01323 749200
jobsecenturion-recruitment.com

Oxfonl Circus £30k-£45k **

So you're looking for somewhere that gives you room to flex yoor creativity - 
and where there’s scope to grow to your full potential? Then come round to a 
new way of thinking and join South Gloucestershire Council Property Services 
Team - it's time to rethink local authority working!

We believe in giving our staff space, support and responsibility - making sure 
they're stimulated and encouraged. Our culture is all about posiiitivity; turning 
challertges into opportunities by delivering ever more innovative, effective 
and sustainable solutions.

Rah 3707 (Philip)

, You

Go to www.anythingbutsquare.eo.uk 
for loads more information.
Closing date: 26 March 2008. 
www.anythingbutsquare.co.uk

—
South Gloucestershire

C o u n c i /
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TRUE TALENT NEVER 
TAKES A BREAK.
ACHIEVE YOUR VISION WITH BBT.

‘'Residence. Sugar cubes
and biscuia on faminote.
Allen Sparks, Architect.

See what BBT con do for you.When you're a top performer. It shows in everything you do. And at BBT we 
combine unsurpas^ industry focus with the most extensive choice of |obs to 
ensure the rewards ore os big os your talent.

We don't give abstract advice either. With over 600 members ol staff working 
in 50 offices on 5 conttnerrts, we have a dedicated team of consultants Mho 
speclollse In the recruitment of Architecturol staff for the most prestigious 
componies and public bodies worldwide.

Our expert Industry knowledge can help define, enhance and achieve your 
career goals os well as access the most excltii^g and interesting jobs around.

• Design Architects
• Architectural Assistants

• Associortes/Directors
• Project Architects
• Architecturol Technologists • ArcNtectiMOl Technicians

• Londscape Technidons• Landscape Architeds

For live vacancies across the sector, please feel free to contoct your nearest 
office on 0870 6000 978 or visit our website www.bbt.co.uk

beresford blake thomas
global reach local focus

fttT oprste H boff Ml EtneMymeni 
beaicv MU Bi Emplofinart B4MnM»For intemotionol vecarKies call OSOfi U3 6000

Senior Production Manager 
Leeds, West Yorkshire 

logistik C35K - £50K + benefits

South Oxfordshire
District CoufKil

UnmnS LeiniMg KtdMg

Tender opportunity: Provision of masterplanning services for 
Didcot Town Centre expansion

South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) Is seeking to capitalise on 
the success of recent development in Didcot town centre by promoting 
further phases of development. To this end, it is working with its preferred 
development partner Hammerson Pic and inviting tender submissions from 
suitably qualified consultants for the preparation of a master plan for the 
next phase of town centre development.

Didcot is growing quickly. Athriving community of around 25,000 people is 
expected to double in size as around 8.800 new homes are built by 2026.

With a proven track record In masterplanning, urban design and retail led 
regeneration, the successful town centre consultant will deliver an exciting 
and innovative master plan that meets the needs of the town's growing 
population and reflects the communities' and council's aspirations for 
Didcot.

The Role
As part of the Senior Maragement
Team, wcxking in conjunction with the
desigr facility, duties will mcluda;
• Maintain tight control of budgets, 

matena! and labour costs.
• Produce accurate costing forecasts 

on new proiects.
• Brief, manage and motivate Project 

Managers, prc^ teams and 
sub:ontracrt labour.

• Liaise with dents as the company's 
r^resentative.

• Negotiate contract issues and 
determine payment terms.

The Company
Logistik Ltd IS an award winning 
design and communications agency. 
Design & Build is one of 5 departments 
working together to gwe a full in-house 
servKte. Combining d^ign creativity, 
build craftsmanship and installation 
expertise, Deagn & ButkJ specialises 
n leisure and retail, conference and 
exhibitton. live events and product 
design/manufacture.

The Person
• Experienced in the use of CAD, 

AutoCAD or Vectorworks 
packages.

• Able to understand stnx:tures 
and produce technical drawings 
to high standards.

• PcKsess strong commercial and 
orgarnsaticxTai abilities: you will be 
a skied people manager.

• Experienced in working with a 
wide range of materials n an 
engineering or manufacturing 
bad<ground.

If you are interested in this opportunity please download an information 
pack from our website www.southoxon.gov.uk/adverts or contact:

www.logistik.co.uk
Kate Franklin
South Oxfordshire District Council
Benson Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford. Wallingford,
Oxfordshire. 0X10 8NL
Tel: 01491 823702 E-mafI: kate.franklin@southoxon.gov.uk

■"o aoply fo’ t*’i8 mie. o'ease e“iail 
you- CV 8-0 co\’S""‘p ette'’ to 
careersGlogistik.co.uk suot'ng 
-e‘. '

Completed tenders must be returned by 12 noon on 31 March 2008
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RECRUITING? CALL US ON 020 7728 3828

Great
expectations
You're in demand, so make the most of it. 
Find your next job on the Industry's original 
job board careersinconstruction.com

careers? 2
in construction
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QFLIC^ models

We are now 
sludio.
7a Macclesfield Road
London
EClv QAH

'n our cool new

Architectural Model:^ 
Product Models

020 7324 9830

www.flicmodelsxo.uk'vww.combermodeis.com

PIPERS
POORS

PIPERS
CONCEPT. PLANNING

& Marketing CONCEPT, PUNNING & MARKETING

PIPERS FOOKS LTD

WWW.PIPIRSEOOX5.

PIPERS MODELS LTD 
27-35 BEVENDEN 
LONDON N! 68M

020 7250 0530 Muoioepip|»$,co.jJf
WWW. PlPfRS .CO, OK
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SURVEYORS

Michael Gallic 
& Partners

Land and Architectural Surwyon 

frSTCHOCEFOR^ tOCRSCfiVCyAfflaS

Topographical Surveys 
Measured Building Surveys 
Underground Utility Surveys 
Photogrammetry 
GPS Control Surveys 
EngiieeringiSetting Out Surveys 
River & Railway Surveys 
Boundary Disputes 
National Grid Qualified Staff 
AutoCAD Office Services

SURVEYS
CHARTERED MEASURED 
BUILDING SURVEYORS

FOR A RELIABLE SERVICE 
AND ACCURATE SURVEYS

Chartered Measured Building Surveyors
1 New Concordia Wharf, Mill Street, London SET 2BB 
©:020-7394-ini ©:020-7394-2499

THE ONLY PROFESSIONAL SURVEY 
PRACTICE SPECIALISING IN 
MEASURED BUILDING SURVEY FOR 
OVER YEARS

Services include;
0 Topographical Surveys 
0 Floor Plans 
0 Elevations 
0 Sections 
0 Area Reports 
0 Lease Plans 
0 3D Surveys

KingsLand Surveyors Limited 
TTie Coach House. 24 Bridge ^reet 

LeEttherhead. Surrey KT22 8BZ 
Tel; 01372362059 Fax: 01372 363059 

Eimail: mail@kingslandsurveyors.co.ii( 
Web: www.kingslandsurveyors.co.ukRKS

ngmsurveys. co.uk
malli^ngmsurveys.co. uk

®:enquiry@michalgallie.co.uk ®:www.michaelgallie.co.uk RICS

Midlands
5 Williamson Ct,

2 Foundry SI 
Worcestef WRl 2BJ

South
Pound Cottaoe, 
Old Merrow St., 

GuUdford GU4 7AY.

3Gaiena Road. 
Hammaramnh, London.

W6 0LT 
Tel; 020 8741 4699 
Fax: 020 8741 8442 

email: mioOmetroplans.com 
www.metfoolant.com

Land A Measured Buildins Suiveya 
EstatMned over 14 )ws

a Meseured BuHamg Surveys
■ Setting Oul
■ Tcpograpnical Sunreye
■ OPS Surveys

T. D190S 233 81 
F. 01905 234 03

T. 01483 854 740

apr serviceslandTbuildings and 3d laser sconning measured land and building surveys
mail@aprservir«s net 
WWW aprservices net 
M 070 8447 8255

|iiMiim|iiiii(iii|iiiiMiii|imiiin|iimim|

the true measure of excellencepomtools4fhmo 
rfr.lWifir/ Inuit r./rMK/s 
witti «w iHiw't nt rtiini.

t 020 8543 8884 e info@callidussurveys.co.uk 

w www.callidussurveys.co.uk
POINTOOLS VIEW f 020 8543 6664poinir.loiid A mndol vtoMNK www pomtools com

SJsixty
^J^fTieasurement

UND 6 MEASURED BUILDING SURVEYS 

UNDERTAKEN THROUGHOUT 

THE UNITED KINGDOM 

AND EUROPE
f^RICS

IT FEATURE
3RD APRIL 

SPECIAL FEATURE IN THE 
CLASSIFIED PAGES

TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS OR IT PRODUCT 

CALLABION 
020 7728 4553

t.020 7637 2930 f. 020 7637 2931 

e. tnfoe3stxtymeasureinent.co.uk www.3stxtymeesurefnent.CD.uk 

a. Southbank House, Black Prince Road, London SEI 7SJ

r .sr .

THE UK’S ONLY 
100%
FULLY PAID FOR 
ARCHITECTURAL WEEKLY
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ProductsRespond to these pinels a VV'WW.ARCHITEtTSK^L’RNAL.CO.UK 
Readers may aUo obtain information about these products by filling in 
the enquiry numbers on an AJ enquiry card. Advertisers wishing to promote 
their products on these pages shotdd contact Abigail Reed on 020 772ft 4553.

STOAKES SYSTEMS AJ ENQUIRY 202
This is a Kalwall detail at 
Silverstone Technology Park in 
Northamptonshire, designed by 
architect Cube Design, The building 
provides crisp and clean detailing 
with interiors that are flooded with 
diffused daylight without shadows 
or glare, thanks to KaJwall. To 
download Kalwall publications 
visit www.stoakes.co.uk

AJ ENQUIRY 201 
The Fastlane Entrance Control 
range is designed to balance the 
aesthetic and security requirements 
demanded by today's architects and 
modern building design. The range 
includes optical turnstiles, tripods, 
entrance gates, barrier-arm optical 
turnstiles, speedgates, passgates 
and tailgate detection systems. 
www.fastlane-turnstiles.com

INTEGRATED DESIGN

AJ ENQUIRY 204
Merson Sign Design turns concepts 
into effective, practical signs, 
offering; production readiness 
and value engineering; signage 
scheme concepts; technical and 
aesti^tic design; sustainable 
Signage consultancy; signage audit 
and 'eport; and wayfinding audit and 
strategy, For more information visit 
www.mersonsigndesign.com

MERSON SIGNSAJ ENQUIRY203
Premium perfoimancc products 
from the Kingspan Kooltherm K- 
range were used for the University 
of Surrey's new high-quality student 
accommodation. The Kooltherm K- 
range helped die building to achieve 
a BREEAM 'excellent' rating 
because of its superior thermal 
qualities. For more information 
telephone 0870 733 8333.

KINGSPAN INSULATION

AJ ENQUIRY206
An active chilled-beam system from 
SAS International has been used on 
Scott Brownrigg's new office building 
in Bournemouth to provide room 
cooling and fresh air. SAS undertook 
the design, manufacture and co­
ordination of both the suspended 
metal ceiling and the active chilled- 
beam system to meet the strict fit-out 
requirements.

SAS SYSTEMSAJ ENQUIRY205
FastClad is a proven prefabricated 
brick slip cladding system, enabling 
internal and external masonry to 
be assembled with speed and 
eWidency without specialist 
tradesmen. FastClad is ideal for new 
or existing timber-frame and steel­
framed buildings. Recent projects 
include developments with Tesco, 
Taylor Woodrow and J S Bloor.

ACS SYSTEMS

AJ ENQUIRY 208 
Velfac glazing has been used at 
the University of Hertfordshire's 
groundbreaking Centre for Health 
Related Research, designed by AD 
Architects. The glazing, which offers 
clean uninterrupted sightlines, was 
used extensively in windows and 
screens to help achieve a minimalist 
Scandinavian-style design for the 
project

VELFACAJ ENQUIRY 207 
A 1,000kg Stannah Goodsmaster 
lift has been installed for Dairy 
Crest in its Frome cheese-products 
packaging centre. The goods-oniy 
lift carries packaging materials from 
a newly extended first-floor storage 
area to the production floor below, 
without the need for manual 
handling or carrying goods via 
a stairway.

STANNAH

TP If



Back Page

Ian Martin. How to 
save Britain’s urban heritage: 
Do it up, call it urbane’
MONDAY . Meet architecture 
Dorothy Bungham at a creative industries 
seminar. She tells me her favourite architec­
ture is ‘the sort that secures more equal life 
chances'. I say that’s completely meaningless. 
She calls me elitist. ‘What about castles? 
Everyone likes them. More local castles, that’s 
the way forward...' She marches off, the wrong 
way, banging into an automatic door that fails 
to open.

There’s a huge amount of one-upmanship 
in the world of extreme greenness. Someone 

on a boutique 
butcher’s window, someone else is out the 
next night writing WOOD IS MURDER 
by BficQ^s trolley park, in their own arterial 
blood. Nobody outgreens Amy, though. She 
was first up on the House of Commons roof 
last week for the Heathrow protest, holding 
up the (admittedly unreadable) banner 
slagging off Terminal 5 and its architect. Poor 
Richard. It was a vicious limerick. Though for 
the record, I tell her,‘lodgers’was misspelled.

She shrugs. And pouts, 1 think. It’s difficult 
to read her mood as she’s wearing a ski mask. 
She’s not the only one. The Overthrow is a 
favourite activist pub, with its LevcUers-only 
jukebox and its saucy interpretation of the 
smoking ban; roE-ups only. She should 
really take it off, I say, she looks ridiculous.
1 indicate the other masked drinkers. Like 
Amy, they’re all talking earnestly about grim 
stuff, but wearing clownish smiles where pints 
of beer have entered their faces.

Amy removes her mask. She’s got a look 
of triumph, and a new green haircut. No huge 
surprise, there’s been a green hair diaspora 
since Camden Lock burned down the other 
week. ‘Grrr. Look closer, you dim capitalist 
tool...’My God. She’s got GRASS growing 
out of her head. ‘Bloody painful it was too. 
Grrr. I’m having a lifestyle step-change. 
Reparations to Nature start not just in your 
head, but on it...'

The procedure is simple enough. Hair is 
removed follicle by follicle and micrografts 
of fine fescue-type grass implanted. ‘As an 
organism. I’m now at least 15 per cent more

efficient,’ she says, a little loudly. ‘Basically, a 
bipedal urban heat island. I’m retaining 75 
per cent of rainwater. I’ve got this whole living 
ecosystem thing going on, and best of all I’m 
the first to do it. Grrr. Oh yeah, cat your heart 
out, bitch!’ A young woman at the next table 
who’s been gaping at Amy from behind her 
ski mask looks away quickly.

I esdtew the rest of my sprouting bean 
salad and order a large Scotch.

FRIDAY . Afchiltolics Anonymous. 
Everyone very pleased at my progress. I’m 
at Stage Two, Denial. Big discussion about 
whether the government’s relaxation of listing 
has encouraged binge architecture. Obviously 
24-hour telly has pushed it into the small 
hours, but in town centres it’s still only a small 
minority of historic buildings causing all the 
anti-social disturbances. Pubs, mostly.

SATURDAY. Catch up with Amy,
She looks awful. Her headgrass is turning 
brown at the ends. Her doctor’s advice is to 
stop wearing a head-mounted glass terrarium 
at night. ‘An entire micro-community - 
homeless. Gnrl’ 1 sympathise. This is the sort 
of thing that happens in Tower Hamlets, not 
Crouch End.

minister

sprays MEAT IS CARBON

TUESDAY. A very old friend of mine,
BUI Dingdy, has organised a petition to save 
the Simpsoru’ seminal (therefore threatened) 
Ivanhoc Gardens housing estate. ‘Intelligent 
conversation could make this place desirable 
again,’ it says in his email. I assume he means 
if you turf out the riff-raff and fill it with 
chattering wankers who work at Canary 
Wharf everything will be OK.

WEDNESDAY. BUI emails back. He
meant to type ‘conservation. But essentially, 
yes, wankcrfication is the answer.

THURSDAY . Vegan pub lunch with
Amy Blackwater, the extreme green activist. 
She’s been like this for several months now,
following a thoughtful sabbatical in unoccu­
pied Denmark.

Before that she was an archivist for SUNDAY. Rc-imaginc myself in terms
Landscape Waterly Qmrterly. She’s decided 
that ‘green activist’ is better than ‘green 
archivist’ as it reduces her lexicon footprint 
by one letter. That may seem modest but, as 
she points out, if everyone did it the letters 
would soon become paragraphs, and para­
graphs can change the world.

of an iconic landmark. Not for me the slender,
nervous vcrticality of the skyscraper. No, 1 
allow my bulbous, fluid mass to spread 
horizontally in the recliner.

&

This Week’s Top 10: Gay Spaces 
WWW.ARCHITECTSJOURNAL.CO.UK/lANMARTtN

Z

i
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Get Ready!
Awards entries open 15 April 2008 *

Entries deadline 20 June 2008 
Shortlisting July 2008 
Live judging at the Festival

96 building types Judges 
in 16 categories: include:
Civic 
Culture
Energy, Waste & 
recycling 
Health 
Holiday 
Home 
Learning 
Nature 
New and Old 
Office 
Pleasure 
Production 
Religion &
Contemplation 
Shopping 
Sport 
Transport

World
Architecture 

i Festival

Will Alsop 
Cedi Balmond 
Stefan Behnisch 
Richard Burdett 
Sir Peter Cook 
Nell Denari 
John Denton 
Mark Dythom 
Lord (Nonnan] Foster 
Mossimiliono Fuksos 
Nobil Gholom 
Zoho Hodid 
Morgret Hordorddttir 
Frondr>e Houben 
Christoph Ingenhoven 
Charles Jendcs 
£vo Jirkrto
Fran^otse-H^erte Jourdo
Honif Karo
Christopher Kelly
David Mackay
Luts Monsiila
Richard Meier
Kim Herforth Nielsen
Suha Ozkon
Shane O'Toole
LeePolisano
Sunond Prasad
Rai Rewal
Fatih Rifki
Mkhel Rojkind
Robert Stem
Niels Terp
Gert Wir>g6rdh
Ken Yeang

Barcelo
22-24 Oct
2008

Partner sponsors

ARUP DAVIS LANODON

Category sponsors 

' f t!T.'

SiKHmeiil

worldarchitecturefestival.com
yipm ^«RCHITECTUHE

austrujIlame IREVIEW ArquineMedia partners PR0J6T0 arctiitecture'r
Ba ARQ•ctleirmM •It ARCHITECTSNEWSPAPER architectearchitekt;^

iRsMeOirtsMB .ilksumma*ABSTRACT ailEiletsturarq./aARKITEKTURN tasujtf



Don’t Panic!

In an emergency situation, people need to be able to exit 
the building quickly and safely ... 100% of the time.
With DORMA panic hardware you have peace of mind that 
it will work efficiently every time.

They can be linked to an alarm to indicate mis-use, or fitted 
with door closers or access controls if they are required to 
act as an access point. Either way the Pullman latches will 
ensure that if the doors are used in a non-emergency 
situation the doors can be easily shut again, making them 
ready and safe for action.

For all your door control requirements, talk to DORMA.

DORMA UK Limited • Tel 01462 477600 • Fax 01462 477601 
Email hardwareOdorma-uk.co.uk ■ www.dorma-uk.co.uk

ENQUIRY 11 ON CARD
www.architectsjournal.co.uk/ajoirect


