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There are more than 10 million bricks
in the British Library.
ffiritis k X-{b rrxU, w w xx. X*{ " xxk

The maximum gross dry density of low
density (LD) clay bricks is 1000 kg/rn'.
However, att tlK brick production is
high density (HD) and can therefore
be used in 'unprotected masonry'.
Ke,q;{x,{e #rnssr r*g&*rl, ,ry&S ra":or'& srcsr*ra
#7 S $rrr&/& {r; *k xx rx,&{d;rxg, gg*rzer*x$
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We like information. The
more technical the better.
Take Kevan Brassington.
He knows all there is to
know about bricks and
blocks. He knows so you
don't have to.

And we're not just talking
about technical details.
We are increasingly looking
at a much bigger picture,
bringing together the mass
of complex information the
whole project team needs.
That's our job - hopefully
making yours that bit easier.

For mole information
Call 0845 456 9594
www.theNBS.com/brick

ENQUIRY 16 ON CARD
WWW.AJ PLUS.CO.UK/AJDIRECT

NBS: A new perspective
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PEOPLE NEED TO BE ABLE TO
IDENTIFYTHEIR OWN HOMES
ON A DARK NIGHT
By Ruth Slauid

Think obout designing o residenriol buildinq for
clients with veru specific needs. TheU ore socioble
but blind, olthough theg hove excellenr heoring
which ollows them to novigote wirh eose.And
theg hove verg porticulor eoring hobits. You need
to design this building bg leorning crs much os

Uou con obout the clients, but will hove little
direct contoct with them ond no exchonge of
ideos. Todog, when client consultotion is such
o buzz phrose, this seems on oucrogeous,
poternolistic opprooch. Except thot the clients ore
bots, not known for their conversotionol skills.

Fortunotelg, bots hove been studied
intensivelg, mostlg becouse theu ore o protected
species with o close ossociotion with buildings.
This mokes it possible to lounch o comperirion ro
design o much-needed residence for them in west
London (see page 161.

At leost bots behove homogeneousht within
their species. The some connot be soid for ong
humon grouping, but orchitects con compensote

for this bg consultotion. For its sociol housing
project in New Islingron (see the Building Study on

pages 25-jl, de Metz Forbes Knight conduced
on extensive process of discussion with both the
client ond end users. This informed o design thot
hos corefullg considered both individuol needs for
spoce ond orrongement, ond differentiotion. One
should not under estimote the importonce of
people being oble ro identifg their own home
when theg return on o dork night. This is olso
one ofthe keg points in designing for bots -
leoving the surroundings unencumbered, so thot
theg hove on ecsu flight poth ro reoch home.

But whereos the bot comperirion is likelg to
result in on expressive piece of design, de Metz
Forbes Kaight hos deliberotelg underploged
things for its sighted renonrs. It hos supplied them
with o bockground on which theg con impose
their own personolities - ond equollg importontlg,
future residents, who will not hove been port of
the consultotion process, will be oble do the some.

EE!.ormunicotions
Th.&ciitoctdJoornal is rogisterd a. e nss3pEper
BtthePoslffice,@2@TPublishdby€mapCon*rud.
a lad of Emap commu.icstioN Ltd. Printed in tie ux

CONTRIBUTORS

Tim Soar, uho photographs New
Islingtonfor the Building Study
on pages 25-37, is an architectural

photographer whose work has

Jeatured in the Sunday Times

Angus Montgomerq, u,ho reuiews

Ressource Stadt on page 49, is the
AJ\ chief sub-editor and preuiouslg

worked Jor tlrc Press Association and
the Arts Council

Pri tz ker Pri ze-winner Thdao An do \
drawing ;features on the Sketchbook

on page 58. The sketch is to be

auctioned in aid of the Architects

Benevolent Society
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