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There are more than 10 million bricks

in the British Library.

British Library, www.bl.uk

NS

The maximum gross dry density of low
density (LLD) clay bricks is 1000 kg/m”.
However, all UK brick production is
high density (HD) and can therefore

be used in ‘unprotected masonry’.

Kevan Brassington, NBS work section

F10 ﬁrick/Block walling, general

We like information. The
more technical the better.
Take Kevan Brassington.
He knows all there is to
know about bricks and
blocks. He knows so you
don't have to.

And we’re not just talking
about technical details.

We are increasingly looking
at a much bigger picture,
bringing together the mass
of complex information the
whole project team needs.
That's our job — hopefully
making yours that bit easier.

For more information
Call 0845 456 9594
www.theNBS.com/brick
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NBS: A new perspective
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PEOPLE NEED TO BE ABLETO

IDENTIFY THEIR OWN HOMES

ON A DARK NIGHT

By Ruth Slavid

Think about designing a residential building for
clients with very specific needs. They are sociable
but blind, although they have excellent hearing
which allows them to navigate with ease. And
they have very particular eating habits. You need
to design this building by learning as much as
you can about the clients, but will have little
direct contact with them and no exchange of
ideas. Today, when client consultation is such
a buzz phrase, this seems an outrageous,
paternalistic approach. Except that the clients are
bats, not known for their conversational skills.

Fortunately, bats have been studied
intensively, mostly because they are a protected
species with a close association with buildings.
This makes it possible to launch a competition to
design a much-needed residence for them in west
London (see page 16).

At least bats behave homogeneously within
their species. The same cannot be said for any
human grouping, but architects can compensate

CONTRIBUTORS

for this by consultation. For its social housing
project in New Islington (see the Building Study on
pages 25-37), de Metz Forbes Knight conducted
an extensive process of discussion with both the
client and end users. This informed a design that
has carefully considered both individual needs for
space and arrangement, and differentiation. One
should not under estimate the importance of
people being able to identify their own home
when they return on a dark night. This is also
one of the key points in designing for bats —
leaving the surroundings unencumbered, so that
they have an easy flight path to reach home.

But whereas the bat competition is likely to
result in an expressive piece of design, de Metz
Forbes Knight has deliberately underplayed
things for its sighted tenants. It has supplied them
with a background on which they can impose
their own personalities — and equally importantly,
future residents, who will not have been part of
the consultation process, will be able do the same.

Tim Soar, who photographs New
Islington for the Building Study
on pages 25-37, is an architectural
photographer whose work has
Seatured in the Sunday Times

Angus Montgomery, who reviews
Ressource Stadt on page 49, is the
AJ’s chief sub-editor and previously
worked for the Press Association and
the Arts Council

Pritzker Prize-winner Tadao Ando’s
drawing features on the Sketchbook
on page 58. The sketch is to be
auctioned in aid of the Architects
Benevolent Society
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Think about designing a residential building for
clients with very specific needs. They are sociable
but blind, although they have excellent hearing
which allows them to navigate with ease. And
they have very particular eating habits. You need
to design this building by learning as much as
you can about the clients, but will have little
direct contact with them and no exchange of
ideas. Today, when client consultation is such
a buzz phrase, this seems an outrageous,
paternalistic approach. Except that the clients are
bats, not known for their conversational skills.

Fortunately, bats have been studied
intensively, mostly because they are a protected
species with a close association with buildings.
This makes it possible to launch a competition to
design a much-needed residence for them in west
London (see page 16).

At least bats behave homogeneously within
their species. The same cannot be said for any
human grouping, but architects can compensate
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for this by consultation. For its social housing
project in New Islington (see the Building Study on
pages 25-37), de Metz Forbes Knight conducted
an extensive process of discussion with both the
client and end users. This informed a design that
has carefully considered both individual needs for
space and arrangement, and differentiation. One
should not under estimate the importance of
people being able to identify their own home
when they return on a dark night. This is also
one of the key points in designing for bats —
leaving the surroundings unencumbered, so that
they have an easy flight path to reach home.

But whereas the bat competition is likely to
result in an expressive piece of design, de Metz
Forbes Knight has deliberately underplayed
things for its sighted tenants. It has supplied them
with a background on which they can impose
their own persondlities — and equally importantly,
future residents, who will not have been part of
the consultation process, will be able do the same.
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