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active design
trntegrated Service Modules (lSMs) are designed and

rnanuf,actured by SAS International.

ry iSNrls supplied with chilleC beanrs enable ener6y efficient and
thernral rnass eooling while rneeting aesthetic demands.

Prefabricated ISN4s integrate sBecified senvices including cabiing, inreiligent lightrng,
speakers, fire detection and control systems.

Fcr further details contact enqLLirles@sasint.co.uk or visit www.sasint.ce.uk

rmetal eellings * roCIlm eornfort . anehiteetunal metalwork
ENQUIRY 15 ON CARD
WWW.AJPLUS.CO.UK/AJ DI RECT

5AS lSlvls can be suppiied wilh active ehllled Bearyls. Perfcrmance is inclepenelently tesaed *V fu74^
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ACCEPTI NG TH E CONSTRAI NTS
OF PUBLIC PROJECTS CAN BE
A KIND OF HEROISM
By Ruth Slauid

It took me on emborrossinglg long time to reolise
thot stoffot Londont Old Street underground
stotion ore notjust being surprisinglg helpful
when theg onnounce'olight here for Moorfields
Ege Hospitol'- o level of informotion not ollered
ot other stotions. Theg ore, ofcourse, doing it
becouse o significont proportion ofthe people
wishing to get offot Old Street mog be blind
or portiollg sighted.

Once theg hove novigoted their wog through
one of Londont most confusing stotions, followed
bg one of London's most confusing roundobouts,
pqtients find themselves ot o hospitoi thot is
second to none in clinicol reputotion, but with
little to recommend it os o building. This is the
building to which Penogre & Prosod hos mode
o speciol oddition, reviewed bg Alon Dunlop in
our Building Sttdg (see pages 2 j-3fl.\t is o
deportment used bU children, the group most
likelg to be intimidoted bg depressing focilities,
ond nervous porents.

With the unpromising surroundings, the
need to connect to existing operoting theotres,
o Bgzontine procurement process, ond pressures

from plonners, it is not surprising thot the result is

imperfect. Dunlop, while opplouding the level of
ombition ond the vost improvement over
cngthing thot went before, wonders whot might
hove hoppened ifthe orchitects hod been less

compliont. Further improvement? Loss of the job?
Or o delog which would hove deprived hundreds
of potients o Ueor of the improved focilities? Wos
it o risk worth toking?

In o week thot sees Herzog & de Meuron
given onother opportunitg to show offwhot it
con do, thonks to Portsmouth Footboll Club, we
should not forget thot there is onorher kind of
heroism in crchitecture - occepting the
constroints ofpublic projects ond doing rhe best
thot one con. It colls for o cloritg of vision thot,
sodlg, mog not be shored bg mong of the potients
who ore benefiting from the new ege centre.

EE!"o*municotions
TheArchitects'Jou.nal is rsgistered as a newspaper
atthe Post Otrice. @2007 P!blishd by Emap Co.stioct,
apartof EmapComnuni.ationsLtd.Printedi.theUK
byNeadley B.oth.rs Ltd

CONTRIBUTORS

Alan Dunlop, who u,rites about the

children\ e!1e centre at MoorfieldsJor
the Building Study on pages 23-
35, is a partner in Gordon Murray
ancl Alan Dunlop Architerts

I4ndon Douglas, who photographs

Mootfieldsfor the Building Study,
has photographed architecture for
seuen Aedrs, with clients including
Dauid Adjaye and Richard Rogers

Alex Wright, who reuiews Building:
3,000 Years oJ Desiqn, Enqineering
and Construdion on page 47, is a
teaching fellow in architecture at the

Uniuersity of Bath
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