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THE ART/ARCHITECTURE
HYBRID SEEMS TO THRIVE

ONLY ON FOREIGN SOIL

By ILsabel Allen

Element House, this week’s Building Study, is
by a Norwegian architect for a Korean client;
an instance of a certain kind of art/architecture
hybrid which appears to thrive on foreign soil.
Initiatives such as Percent for Art have nurtured
the British belief that art and architecture

are additive as opposed to symbiotic. Perhaps
the most absurd manifestation of this view is
the public arts strategy devised by Cywaith
Cymru for the Richard Rogers Partnership’s
National Assembly for Wales. Cywaith Cymru’s
insistence that artists and architects worked
together in a seamless collaboration is belied

by comments such as the deadpan assertion that
‘Martin Richman was appointed to work on
adding colour to the new building’. Adding
colour? To Richard Rogers?

It is hard to imagine a more successful public
artwork than RRP’s timber-clad ‘tree trunk’ or
‘bell’ at the heart of the Welsh Assembly, which
directs the eye to the overarching canopy of the

CONTRIBUTORS

Andrew Salmon, who writes the
Building Study on Element House
in Korea, is a Seoul-based journalist
who writes for The Times and the
South China Morning Post

Park Wan-soon, whe photographs

the Building Study on pages
27-37. is a freelance photographer
in Seoul who has collaborated with
a number of architectural magazines

undulating roof. Or a more poetic symbolic
gesture than the circular roof light at the top

of the bell, and the shaft of light which permeates
the assembly chamber below.

Yet it is brutishly undermined by the
circular artwork positioned directly below it.
Entitled Heart of Wales (lest there be any
misunderstanding) Alex Beleschenko’s domed
glass mosaic draws the eye downwards; an
insistent challenge to the natural inclination
to look up towards the light. As a final irony,
visitors are asked not to stand on the art. The
Welsh Assembly marks the culmination of a
career dedicated to creating an architectural
expression to democratic ideals. It is designed
to be egalitarian and accessible and robust.
Yet it says ‘keep away’ when you get to its heart.

Art and architecture are forced into an
unseemly tussle; a natural consequence of the
national belief that architecture is a canvas
for art rather than art in itself.

Pedro Roos, whose drawing is
featured on page 58, is a partner
in Paul Davis and Partners, having
previously been a partner in Studio
KrugerRoos in South Africa
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+» Canterbury Cathedral to hold crisis
talks over future as building crumbles

* International architecture charity forced
out of war-torn northern Sri Lanka

» Aedas design director Richard Hyams
in shock departure

FRIDAY 15 SEPTEMBER

» Fury over ARB's postal-vote bid
to increase retention fee

+ Argent’s King'’s Cross scheme could
face potential judicial review

« HOK’s Scottish scheme gets green
light despite A+DS mauling

« PRP bags first major international
competition win in Moscow (left)

MONDAY 18 SEPTEMBER

+ Boffin James Dyson heads
for conservation row with
Wilkinson Eyre in Bath (above)

» SOM’s £1.5 billion university
masterplan for Wye binned

+ lcons come under the microscope
as the Gherkin goes on sale

+ Sydney Opera House in search for
missing competition-entry designs

TUESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER

+ Martha Schwartz’s extraordinary plans
to transform Spaghetti Junction dropped

* EH in last-minute dash to recommend
rejection for Vifoly's ‘walkie-talkie’

+ Conflict of interest claim rejected as WEDNESDAY 20 SEPTEMBER
3XN'’s Fourth Grace saga rumbles on » EH’s finances under threat as Comprehensive
+ First-ever Span Housing exhibition to Spending Review nears (see pages 12-13)
make appearance at the RIBA (above) + Burd Haward scheme for Camden’s Delancey

Street picks up planning (right)

« Fatboy Slim steps in to row over seafront
building for Brighton

* Major doubt emerges for future of Spence and
Techniker bridge in Sunderland (see page 16)
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NEWS

BRITISH FIRMS IN

By Ed Dorrell

Two major British commercial
practices currently working

in Moscow have admitted
privately to the AJ that bribes
have been used on their
schemes to help win listed-
building consent.

Both practices, who cannot
be exposed for legal reasons, are
household names in the world
of architecture.

The pair have admitted
that they knew that ‘brown
envelopes’ had been handed
to Muscovite officials to ease
the process of winning planning
permission.

The admission comes at
a time when the dynamics of
conservation and development
in the Russian capital have
reached a crisis level. Many
in Moscow are now claiming
that the entire historic fabric
of the city is in serious danger
of demolition.

AJ 21.09.06

The most threatened
buildings are those that were
built during the Communist
era, including some stunning
examples of the Modern
Movement.

The extent of the uneasy
atmosphere in Moscow is
illustrated by the fact that the
head of Moskomnaslediye —
the city government body that
looks after historic buildings -
now has bodyguards because
his predecessor had faced
so many death threats.

While the bribing of
officials is far from unheard
of, it will come as a shock to
many that British practices
are so brazen about it.

Both offices said that they
have not actively handed over
bribes, but had been made
aware that either planning
agents or contractors had
produced backhanders.

‘1 am certainly aware that

it has happened on our projects,

one senior architect told the AJ.
‘I'm not entirely comfortable
about it, but it’s just something
that happens in Moscow.

One outcome of the illegal
demolition of buildings in
Russia in recent years has
been the birth of an embryonic
conservation movement, often
led by foreigners.

Edmund Harris, who helps
run the Moscow Architecture
Preservation Society, is one
such activist.

‘In short, brown envelopes
are the favoured method, he
told the AJ.

“You sound out the various
government officials in the
departments that are supposed
to look after historic buildings
and “come to an agreement”,
as the euphemistic Russian
phrase has it.

NEWSCAST

MOSCOW BRIBERY

*The actual tactics
employed on the ground vary
somewhat. One of the most
popular ways of disposing of
inconveniently placed historic
buildings is for documents to
be magically produced, saying
that the building is a dangerous
structure and as such has to be
demolished.

“Too many perfectly sound
structures have been lost this
way. A slightly more subtle way
of doing it 1s for the building
suddenly to be wholly or
partially “delisted”, so that
either the entire building, or
else everything apart from
the facade, can be demolished
with impunity,” Harris added.

1"




AGENDA

PETER MACDIARMID/REUTERS

A HERITAGE FACING HARD TIMES

By Ed Dorrell

12

The Treasury’s latest
statement on the forthcoming
Comprehensive Spending
Review (CSR) is the sort of
government document which
requires a strong coffee and

a large handful of Pro Plus

to get to the end of.

Stuffed with management
speak and phrases like ‘a more
strategic approach to asset
management and investment
decisions’, the statement is,
nevertheless, extremely
important in the long term.

After all the CSR,, which
will take place in the first half
of next year, will dictate
spending priorities across
every aspect of government
for years to come.

The good, hard-working
staffers of English Heritage
(EH) are in no doubt as to its
importance. Senior bods are,
according to reports, locked

in a series of talks with their
Department of Culture, Media
and Sport (DCMS) bosses to
attempt to protect their ever-
endangered financial resources.
And it appears that things
aren’t going as well as they
might. At least one senior
member of staff has been
overheard on the London
party circuit referring to
Culture Secretary Tessa

Jowell as “Tosser Jowell’.

Highbrow stuff eh? But
if rumours that the DCMS
has asked EH to carry out a
comprehensive study on itself,
to discover where yet more costs
may be saved, do turn out to be
true, then it would seem an
understandable response.

The sensitive souls of EH
will also have been frustrated
by additional rumours that any
budget cuts that may come into
effect would be the consequence

of a need to direct funding
towards the London 2012
Olympics.

Quite how these rumoured
cuts will eventually manifest
themselves is yet to be seen,
but the simple fact is that this
is not the first ime EH has had
to deal with streamlining itself
as the government’s enthusiasm
for its activities wanes.

Some three years ago
EH was forced to go through
a swingeing round of
redundancies followed by
a complete restructuring,
especially of its London
operation. Since then, as if
to punish rather than reward
this painful process, its funding
has been consistently increased
below the rate of inflation.

To say that the
conservation quango has had
a very tough time of it lately
would be no exaggeration.

AJ 21.09.06




Despite this painful process
and the lack of rewards, the
organisation’s chief executive,
Simon Thurley, has apparently
remained willing to roll over
whenever his bosses in
government have clicked
their fingers.

He has even invented a
new catchphrase — ‘constructive
conservation’ — in a bid to spin
his way into the government’s
good books. This New Labour-
style approach has also seen
Thurley turning up at such
un-EH places as MIPIM, the
development industry’s annual
bunfight in Cannes, in order
to meet, greet and schmooze
any fat-cat developer flitting
around.

I'he business of EH, he
regularly argues, is not to
object to all proposals but
instead to highlight to the
property business how ‘historic

AJ 21.09.06
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Culture Secretary Tessa Jowell, allegedly known as

‘Tosser'’

to senior EH staffers

English Heritage boss Simon Thurley - an advocate of ‘constructive conservation’

built environment’ can be used
‘constructively’ in new schemes.

'his has undoubtedly
impressed some of the big
cheeses in the development
world. EH is no longer
an organisation they
unquestioningly hate. It’s just
a shame the same can’t be said
for its government masters.

And at the centre of the
looming financial crisis at EH
is a quite bizarre predicament.
T'he DCMS — the very same
department that is holding the
purse-strings tight — also looks
increasingly likely to hand
more statutory power to EH
in the forthcoming Heritage
White Paper (if it is ever
published).

If these reforms actually
do make it onto the statute
books, EH will have the power
to grant or refuse listing status.
In addition, its ofticers will also

hold more \lll[lml‘ltu over the
buildings once they are listed.
One would have thought that
these extra responsibilities
would be accompanied by

more government cash. But

this looks increasingly unlikely.

As one veteran EH-
watcher put it, 'if these new

jobs and tasks are handed over

without any extra money — or
even a cut — then there will be

problems elsewhere.

Obviously it does not take

a vast leap of imagination to
agree that EH’s business will
have to be trimmed in other
areas. Another round of
redundancies, anyone?
Another long-term
observer said it was impossible
not to feel sorry for EH in its
current situation. “The fact is
that EH is very concerned
about the Treasury’s
forthcoming CSR.," he said.

‘They’ve had a hard time
recently, and they have to face
the fact that they don’t have
as much cash as they'd want.

‘It can hardly be surprising
that people in EH are getting
pissed off with the way this is
all being handled’.

T'he irony of this situation,
for the very many architects
who have regular dealings with
EH staffers, is that just as the
watchdog has finally evolved
into an organisation that it 1s
possible for the profession to
have civil relations with, the
government appears to be
losing yet more interest in it.
What a shame.

13




NEWS IN PICTURES

SHEPPARD ROBSON ADDS TO NASH
Sheppard Robson has released these images
of its competition-winning designs for a
major new building at the London Business
School. The firm saw off a host of
heavyweight contenders - including Foster
and Partners, Allies and Morrison, Hopkins
Architects and Arup Associates — to secure
the deal. The designs for the building will
link with the existing John Nash-designed
terrace, creating a focal point for the campus.
The 6,000m? structure will occupy the
cloistered courtyard with a series of spaces,
bridging two buildings to create an
‘amphitheatre of business’ Central to the
design is a triple-height forum - a tiered
space that ‘steps up' to three storeys of
lecture theatres to the north of the site.

To the south will be a ground-level courtyard
overlooked by offices and seminar rooms.
Using bridge technology, three glass-and-
steel ‘bridges’ will span the central forum
creating a staggered roofline, which will, the
designers say, ‘infuse the internal space with
a variety of light during the day and night".
The project, which the practice claims will

be ‘experienced from the inside out’, is
expected to be submitted for planning

in 2007, with completion set for 2011. . p— .
By Richard Vaughan . - . -
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1. The new London Business School building,
arranged over three storeys, is intended to
be ‘experienced from the inside out’

2, 3 & 4. Concept sketches showing how the
staggered roofline controls heat and light
and maximises user views and movement

5. Bridging technology is used for the
glass-and-steel staggered roof which spans

the central forum
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AGENDA

Spence and Techniker have also worked together on this
competition entry for a bridge in Bergen, Norway

WHERE IS WEAR BRIDGE?

By Richard Waite

Spence Associates’ competition-
winning River Wear bridge
scheme appears to have

been put on hold amid a
smokescreen of funding

and technical issues.

A year after Spence and
engineer Techniker won the
high-profile contest, the crossing
seems no nearer being built and
speculation is mounting that
Sunderland City Council
cannot afford the project.

Just months after the
competition win, the authority
asked the design team to try to
cut the cost of the £43 million
scheme so it could reassess the
budget together with partners
Sunderland arc and One
NorthEast.

But with no obvious
movement from the council
since last December it seems
the project, if not dead, is
certainly dormant.

16

The veil of secrecy
surrounding the crossing
is fuelling the interest of
gossipmongers who have been
following the saga since it was
first thrust into the spotlight.

Back in March 2004 there
was much media coverage of
the appointment of Frank
Gehry to design the ‘badly
needed’ fourth :(‘1'1\‘5]&‘ over
the Wear.

However the ‘iconic’
designs were never made public,
and Gehry found himselfin a
six-way contest.

If you believe the rumours,
when it came to picking a
winner Sunderland arc was
convinced it had managed
to bag Gehry’s scheme — the
odds-on favourite to win.

But the chosen designs
actually belonged to Stephen
Spence and Techniker — designs
which have never been released.

The delays have frustrated
the pair, as have insinuations of
technical problems.

A council spokesman said
Techniker was told ‘to develop
some of the technical aspects
of the design.

Yet suggestions that the
designs were technically
defective have been strongly
denied. A Techniker spokesman
said: ‘An exercise such as

reducing costs requires technical

investigation but there has never

been any “technical issue™’
Despite rumours about
whether Sunderland has the
money for the crossing, the
authority is maintaining that
the route of ‘a bridge’ is
safeguarded in the revised
unitary development plan.
Meanwhile Spence and
Techniker are holding their
breath that their scheme doesn't
go down the river like Gehrys.

THE STORY OF THE BRIDGE

March 2004

Frank Gehry agrees to design
an ‘iconic’ fourth bridge over
the River Wear for Sunderland
city council.

April 2004

Gehry's plans for the River
Wear bridge are placed on the
back-burner by the council.

January 2005

The RIBA launches a
competition calling for
expressions of interest to
design the River Wear bridge.

April 2005

A shortlist of six design
teams is announced, which
includes Wilkinson Eyre and,
of course, Frank Gehry and
Spence Associates.

September 2005

Spence Associates is
announced as the
competition winner (ajplus
22.09.05) along with
engineer Techniker.

September 2006
Sunderland City Council
remains tight-lipped over

the future of the long-awaited
fourth River Wear bridge,

but insists that the scheme

is not dead.
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HELENE BINET
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Light House, by Gianni Botsford Architects

. Esher House, by Wilkinson King Architects
. Holly Barn, by Knox Bhavan Architects

DENNIS GILBERT/VIEW
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FIVE STRIVE TO LAND MANSER
The shortlist for this year's Manser Medal,
sponsored by RobinEllis, can be exclusively
revealed this week. The winner of the award,
which is for the best one-off house or major
extension designed by an architect in the
UK, will be announced at the Stirling Prize
ceremony on 14 October televised by
Channel 4. The list includes one of the
projects shortlisted for the Stirling Prize:
Brick House by Caruso St John. The jury

is chaired by Michael Manser.

The full shortlist is:

» Holly Barn, by Knox Bhavan Architects

* Wrap House, by Alison Brooks Architects

+ Brick House, by Caruso St John Architects
+ Light House, by Gianni Botsford Architects
« Esher House, by Wilkinson King Architects

Previous winners of the Manser Medal,
which is now part of the AJ portfolio, include

Anderson House, by Jamie Fobert Architects;

Brooke Coombes House, by Burd Haward
Architects; the Stealth House, by Robert Dye
Associates; and the Black House, by Mole
Architects.

Sponsored by

M RobinEllis

AJ 21.09.06

4 & 5. Brick House, by Caruso St John Architects

6.

IOANA MARINESCU

Wrap House,

by Alison Brooks Architects

HELENE BINET
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FOSTER ADDS MARKET VALUE
Enabling work has started on Foster and
Partners' new $1.4 billion (£0.7 billion)
Central Market scheme in Abu Dhabi.
Described as a ‘city in microcosm’, the
5.7ha mixed-use office, residential and
retail development will transform the
historic market in the capital of the
United Arab Emirates. At the heart of

the proposal, which features a cluster

of three towers, will be a new 'souk’ - a
reinterpretation of the traditional Arabian
marketplace. This maze of streets,
courtyards and balconies will boast
flexible sliding roofs and walls, creating
a home for both luxury shops and smaller
craft-based stalls. A spokesman for
Fosters said the design avoids 'the generic
feel of the universal shopping mall’ by
fusing the ‘local vernacular with global
aspirations’. Backed by Middle East
property developer ALDAR, the first
phase of the scheme is expected to
complete in mid-2008.

By Richard Waite

1. The scheme in Abu Dhabi will
reinterpret the ‘souk’ marketplace
. The ‘city in microcosm’ will
feature a trio of towers
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LED JX Light for you

powered by OSRAM

Come on! Visit my network.

| promise you won't regret it. LED Light for you is the home of worldwide
partners who will help you to turn your lighting ideas into the new generation
of LED applications. All partners are certified so you can rest assured about
their quality, know how and service.

Come on now and see for yourself how our partners can support you
in finding optical, thermal and electronic solutions for your LED lighting
projects. | am looking forward to your visit!

Get to know me at electronica 2006, Munich, Hall A4, Booth A4/107.

www.ledlightforyou.com
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ASTRAGAL

“The bible for
Conran and me
was Sigfried

*re!'tK o
IT WONT
DYSON ITUP!

Giedion’s
Mechanisation
Takes Command.
Alice Rawsthorn
preferred Vogue’

Stephen Bayley on
running the Design
Museum. Independent,
18.09.06

‘For all his fame
as an inventor,
Leonardo made
no contribution

to the history of
technology. For
blue-sky thinking,
he has no peer’

Tom Lubbock on the
V&A’s new Leonardo
exhibition. Independent,
18.09.06

‘U'm forever
amazed that a
better way to
teach has not been
found. It’s our
own sick theatre,
comic and tragic’
Philp Nobel on

architecture crits. ww.
metropolismag.com, 11.09.06
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DOUBLE ACT

Last week's RIBA regional
awards in Will Alsop’s Blizard
Building near Whitechapel
were attended by a gaggle

of big names. The arrival of
biennale head honcho Jeremy
Till was certainly a surprise

so soon after his Italian job. But

the low-light of an otherwise
upbeat evening had to be the
‘turn’ by Max Hutchinson and
radio’s ‘London-to-the-core
(blimey)’ Robert Elms. The
mismatched pair tried to
recreate the on-air banter they
apparently wow listeners with.
But the bizarre, self-generated
debate was just embarrassing.
Newsnight's Stephanie Flanders
described it as akin to that of
Flanagan and Allen. In fairness
it was more Cannon and Ball.
If their regular broadcasts are
anything like this, it’s unlikely
Astragal will be tuning in.

COOK'S CULINARY CRISIS

Astragal’s stomach is still

churning from the rather
suspicious moussaka-cum-
lasagna dished up in Venice
at the launch of Jeremy Till’s
British Pavilion — it took a lot
of Bellinis to wash that taste
out. But it seems Astragal
wasn't the only one to suffer
a gastronomic disaster while
in the supposed culinary
hotspot of Italy. HOK’s

latest recruit Peter Cook had
obviously reached desperate
measures after a five-day diet
of mediocre canapés. He was
spotted on the flight back to
London greedily tucking in
to Cup-a-Soup and Pringles.
Buion appetito!

THE SPICE IS RIGHT

Astragal was suitably wined
and dined last week at RMJM’s
lavish 50th-anniversary bash

WWW. LOUTSHELLMAN. CO.UK

at the Design Museum.
Skulking around the party
with the likes of Paul Stallan
and Tony Kettle, Astragal
spotted our old friend Deyan
Sudjic, who was muttering to
anyone who'd listen about the
Polish competition he helped
to bring down earlier this year.
But the most enjoyable

thing about the evening was
without doubt the free cocktails
Astragal’s favourite was called
something like a ‘Golden Spice’
(Astragal’s memory is hazy...)
which was, frankly, lethal. Two
shots of vodka, two of Bacardi,
a minimal spurt of ginger beer
and a dash of angostura bitters:
believe Astragal when he tells
you, three of these and you
really feel it.

For loads more gossip from

all the best parties visit
www.ajplus.co.uk/astragal
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Creative lllumination

Thorn launch two new lighting design ranges developed around the
latest LED technology to help designers to create magical atmospheres

Band and Plane toke advantage of the miniature LED light sources
reduced power consumption and advanced optical systems to offer
space saving, eco friendly and efficient luminaires.

Thorn Lighting Limited
brochures@thornlight.com
www.thornlighting.co.uk
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LETTERS

PUTTING THE DAMPENER ON COR-TEN OBSESSION
Some 20 years ago my late father, Peter Falconer, and I wrote
articles for the AJ pointing out the folly of attempting to avoid
condensation to profiled metal roofs and cladding by ventilation
or vapour-control layers.

I must express amazement at the section shown for the
self-supporting profiled Cor-ten panels in the Working Detail on
lan Ritchie’s Courtyard Theatre (A] 07.09.06). I can only assume
that the inside of the profiles will run with condensation. Although
this may not degrade the Cor-ten, one has to hope the fixing bolts
and insulation panels will withstand near 100 per cent humidity.
And where does the condensation go except into the floor?

What is it with architects and Cor-ten? I have never been
able to understand the fascination with rusting metal. Perhaps in
their efforts to cover every niche market, a manufacturer —
probably Saab — can produce an architect’s Cor-ten car, which
will have a nice satisfying rusty patina but be stubbornly resistant
to biodegradation.

Richard Falconer, Painswick, Gloucestershire

LOST GEM CARDROSS BROUGHT BACK TO THE FORE

I thoroughly enjoyed last week’s issue on Cardross, especially
Christine Sullivan’s beautiful pictures (A] 14.09.06). Many thanks
for producing yet another excellent article filling in the gaps in
my patchy architectural education.

Tom Bennett, Croydon

ASTRAGALS THIRST IS NOT JUST FOR GOSSIP

Given Astragal’s drinking habits — four days in Venice subsisting
solely on Bellinis before getting stuck straight in to the rather
dangerous-sounding RMJM cocktail party (www.ajplus.co.uk/
astragal) — I would speculate that it must be fairly easy to
unmask the notorious gossip.

I shall be spending the next architectural bash scanning
the room for a ruddy-faced old sot knocking back the free booze
like there’s no tomorrow before lurching in to a waiting taxi.
Oh, hang on...

Peter Yates, by email

AJ TAKES UK ARCHITECTURE TO ASIA
Following the success of the UK Architecture stand at
MIPIM in Cannes, the AJ is running a UK Architecture
stand at MIPIM Asia, which takes place on 27-29
September in Hong Kong. The initiative aims to
showcase UK practices, including Paul Davis and
Partners and Piercy Conner, to international clients.
The stand is sponsored by Gardiner and Theobald and
Buro Happold. MIPIM Asia is a new property market
show covering the Asia pacific region. UK Architecture
will be on stand H2 F31.

OFFERING A HELPING HAND TO SMALLER PRACTICES
Dilemma is too strong a word, but the situation is intriguing: what
to do with the arrival of domestic extension and refurbishment
projects which are too small for our office to take on?

We are a thriving multi-disciplinary practice specialising
in new-build houses, domestic interior design, furniture and
lighting. But five years ago — like so many young practices —
we began at the very bottom of the architectural ladder, taking
on £30-50,000 extensions and hoping that — with finished work
under our belts — the practice could grow to greater things.

The majority of this work was passed to us by practices
who, like us today, were relieved they no longer had to try and
finance a practice from the tiny fees such work commands.

Now we would like to return the favour — to pass on
the baton to other start-up teams prepared climb that ladder.

We are based in central London and almost all our work
is located in the London boroughs. If you think you fit the bill then
get in touch — e-mail us at mail@enclosure.org.uk
Mark Dyson, Enclosure Architects, London

Please address letters to: The Editor, The Architects’ Journal, 151 Rosebery
Avenue, London EC1R 4GB, fax 020 7505 6701, or email angela.
newton(@emap.com to arrive by 10am on the Monday before publication.
The Architects’ Journal reserves the right to edit letters.

KEIM SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS

MEETING
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YOUR NEEDS TODAY, WITHOUT COMPROMISING THE NEEDS OF FUTURE GENERATIONSE
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THE JOHNSTONE'S PAINT RANGE,
NEW AND IMPROVED PRODUCTS, BUILT ON 116 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.

We have everything you could possibly need for even the biggest of jobs. Not only have
we improved some of our key products and introduced new ones, we have also developed
our technical support services in order to provide you with the best possible advice and

assistance. So choose Johnstone’s for your next project. We always aim higher.

Call 01924 354000 or visit www.johnstones paints.co.uk for your nearest stockist,

JOHNSTONES
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11 October
2006

RIBA small
practice
conference

66 Portland Place
London W1B 1AD

Have you got what it takes to win?
Or are you fighting a losing battle,
misunderstood by your clients,
consultants and staff? Guerrilla
Tactics tells you how to harness
your talent.

Arm yourself with the secret
weapons that add value to your work
Learn from the clients themselves
about what they look for in an
architectural practice. Leading
figures such as Mukund Patel of
the Department for Education and
Skills, David Partridge of Argent
Group and Square Foot Properties’
Kirk Pickering will reveal what
they really think about architects.
Gain insight into structuring
innovative fee proposals and ways
to communicate with clients to
achieve best results.

sponsored by

crispine D
soRsT

VlNch‘l

specialblue

PRICE & MYERS @

You and whose army?

Our intelligence experts will reveal
how to attract and retain the most
talented staff to get the job done.
They know the best techniques to
value and nurture a team, incentivise
staff and use CPD creatively.

Discover how architects can add
value to a site through creative
thinking at the planning stage,

and how this can help you to grow.
Planners needn't be the enemy:

key figures including Peter Bishop

of London Borough of Camden

and Paul Henry of DP9 Planning
Consultants will disclose the planning
issues faced by small practices.

Propaganda campaign

We will share our secrets about
building your business through
effective PR and marketing. Our
advice will allow you to form
alliances with the media and
compile a PR strategy.

Attend tactics seminars where
experts will explain how to discover
new strategies for doing battle,
including setting fees that reflect
the value you bring to a project,

PIPERS

() acefolio

cont

Tine (88

maintaining budget targets,
building team value in the
office and resolving disputes.

Share the experiences of seasoned
campaigners including Roger
Zogolovitch AZ Urban Studio, Peter
Murray Wordsearch, and Carolyn
Larkin Caro Communications.
Interrogate successful practices
about their game plans, including
AHMM, Jane Duncan Architects,
Assael Architects, Proctor and
Matthews and Jamie Fobert
Architects.

The day’s campaign will climax

with presentations from three
practices demonstrating what

value they would add if they were
commissioned to complete a Maggie’s
Cancer Caring Centre. Judged by a
panel including Richard Rogers and
Maggie’s chief executive Laura Lee,
the victor receives a first prize

of £2,000.

More information about the value

of attending Guerrilla Tactics, contact
corinne.rose@inst.riba.org at the
RIBA. Further details about the
conference at www.architecture.com

RIBA H¥



SAMI RINTALA/
ELEMENT HOUSE
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1. Rintala’s initial concept for his building in a Korean ‘art park’




BUILDING STUDY

THE METAL IS NOT OUT OF
PLACE:ITISTHE COLOUR
OF AUTUMN LEAVES WHICH
KOREANS ADMIRE SO MUCH

By Andrew Salmon. Photography by Park Wan-soon

Sami Rintala is a Finnish architect and artist who has gained a reputation
for his installations at biennales and other international venues. In 1999,
with his then collaborator Marco Casagrande, he came second in the
Architectural Review’s annual ar+d awards for emerging architects. Their
prize-winning work consisted of three old hay barns mounted on 10m-high
legs, taken on a slow journey from rural Finland to the city in a critical
comment on the desertion of the countryside. Since then Rintala, who is a
self-proclaimed romantic, has realised a number of small-scale schemes, which
search for beauty’ and show an appreciation of nature. He teaches at both

the Bergen and Oslo schools of architecture in Nonway, and is based in Oslo.

Drive 25km south, down the eight-lane highway that leads out
of the gigantic urban sprawl of Seoul, and you will reach the
dormitory town of Anyang, meaning — in a reference to Buddhist
thought —‘perfect bliss’.

However, anyone expecting this settlement of 630,000
souls to offer any kind of escape from the stresses and strains of
the world’ third-largest urban conurbation will be disappointed.
There is no gentle, slow-paced rural life here. A bustling city in
its own right, Anyang shares many of the capital’s least-attractive
architectural features — notably its seemingly endless columns of
identical apartment blocks marching into the distance.

Fortunately, it also shares Seoul’s most attractive
topographical leitmotif — a backdrop of forested, granite-peaked
mountains. It is to the mountains that Koreans routinely go to
escape their largely faceless cities. And it was in a recreational
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park, set in a valley at the foot of a mountain on the outskirts of
Anyang, that Finnish architect Sami Rintala was invited, in late
2005, to create a structure that would be, in the words of Anyang
City Hall,"a unique, conceptual piece of architecture that
symbolises elements of nature’.

The setting for Rintala’s design is Anyang Art Park, a part
of the larger Anyang Resort. The resort is essentially a 1.5km-long
river valley at the foot of the city’s Mount Samsung (named after
semi-legendary Buddhist monks — not the modern conglomerate).
The area’s mountainside temples, pagodas and natural springs have
been drawing pilgrims for centuries. In more recent times, its
commercial outlets and artistic installations seem to attract two
very distinct generations of Korean leisure seekers.

On the one hand are stream-side, open-air restaurants
with floor seating, selling pindaetok (vegetable pancakes), boshintang
(dog stew), makkoli (milky white rice beer) and soju (grain spirit).
Speakers blare jaunty foxtrot music. The patrons are largely 40-
and 50-somethings, attired in uniform designer hiking kits, who
appeared on a recent Saturday afternoon to have imbibed deeply.

On the other hand are the funky modern restaurants, bars
and terraced cafés, serving barbecued meats, designer coffees and
branded lagers. Music is modern pop, while the crowd comprises
fashionably attired 20- and 30-something Koreans whose culture,
in the shape of movies like Cannes-winner Oldboy, and whose
consumer products, in the form of hi-tech devices like Samsung
cellphones, are sweeping Asia in a so-called ‘Korean Wave’.
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The most striking feature from the outside is the precarious-looking cabin at the top

2.
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3. Anyang Art Park lies in a river valley beneath a mountain near Seoul

Set between, among and alongside these outlets are the
installations of the Anyang Public Art Project 2005. The project is,
the city says, ‘a model of regeneration through creative ideas and
considerate experiments from artists, architects and designers’.

A set of 52 works by 51 artists, both domestic and international,
their range of styles and subject matter is impressive.,

Here, among the trees, is Korean Lee Sun-taek’s Dragon’s
Tail = a metallic framework set in the ground that looks like the
skeletal back of a dragon or crocodile emerging, momentarily,
above the surface of a pool. There, in the stream bed, is Belgian
national Honore Do’s Tears of Fish Rolling in the Water — a set of
curved pipes placed on two boulders which periodically eject a
spray of water over the children cavorting below.

Rintala chose a more secluded location for his structure —
the Element House. ‘I took the furthermost corner site in the forest,
to mark the edge of articulated area and nature, which I felt this
project was about,” he says. ‘Seoul’s metropolitan area is so vast,
dense, urban, traffic ridden and polluted, and then you suddenly
have this forest as a clear contrast. Silent, soft and timeless.”

After leaving the car park of the (private) Seoul University
Forestry Area, which marks the terminus of Anyang Art Park, you
reach the Element House by taking a flight of wooden steps which
are cut into a low ridge. The steps lead uphill and on to a dirt trail
through the densely forested hillside, and so well-placed is the
building in this sepulchral environment that the visitor is on it
almost before he sees it.

30

Set alongside the trail, it is essentially a house-like
structure of three storeys. The main body is composed of rusting
steel plates (Cor-ten), bolted to the building’s frame. The metal is
not out of place: it is the colour of the autumn leaves which
Koreans admire so much. The cabin-like adjuncts are composed
of light-coloured wood and feature large glass windows, giving it
a distinctly Scandinavian feel.

Its most striking feature, from the outside, is the attic-like,
square, wooden cabin, set apparently precariously on the very top
edge of the three-storey structure. There is a second wooden, cubic
room on the first floor and a third, like an annex, attached to the
main structure at ground level.

Upon entering through a tall, rectangular wooden door,
cut into the metal sides, one is immediately struck by the play of
light on the interior. As Element House is only part roofed, the
strong sunshine creates sharp 45° and 90" angled shadows on the
interior walls. Movement comes when a breeze ruffles the leaves
of the trees outside, which also cast their shadows on the interior
walls. Colour and textural contrasts are provided by the intersection
of the russet metal and yellow wood of the walls.

The floor is covered in white pebbles in the main structure,
and yellow pebbles in the wooden annex. Bunker-like, a set of
concrete steps leads down through the floor to a cubic, concrete
space. But, once down there, the military allusion is alleviated: a
large, square skylight at ground level floods it with light, creating
a space more akin to a monastic cell than a gun emplacement.
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Flights of utilitarian black metal steps lead to the upper
storeys. Inside the wooden cabins, large glass windows frame views
of the forest beyond. In the ‘attic’ = which is reached by climbing
the stairs through the space where the roof would have been, had
the installation been an actual house — a sign warns visitors that
the room, set on the very edge of the ‘roof”, should not hold more
than five persons. Indeed, when standing at the far end, next to
the window, there is perceptible sway in the structure.

Perhaps the most impressive element of the design, from
the inside, is the way in which it frames the sky — the eye is drawn
upward by the stairs. For this reason the Korean name (Haneul Jarak
Ddang or Land on the Edge of the Sky) is slightly more appropriate
than the English name Element House.

Despite its Scandinavian DNA, the building speaks
volumes to locals. ‘It’s a mysterious structure. People will think,
“What's inside?” says Shim Myeong-suk, an Anyang housewife
visiting for the first time. “There is an echo when you talk inside -
it is very impressive. Every step you take, you feel you are reaching
closer to the sky’

Her analysis would please Rintala, who says: ‘The project
wishes to create an inner world where memories and even dreams
may have their moment. It is for passers-by who wish to halt, rest
and make their own understanding and use of a simple space made
of matter and light!

Even so, there is a drawback: the interior is empty, and has
a somewhat unfinished feel. As Ms Shim notes, from the outside the
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4, The Element House sits in the furthermost part of the forest

structure promises mystery, but it does not altogether deliver that
promise when the viewer steps inside.

Rintala’s intention was that ‘each small space should
include a possible suggestion for use and the presence of one basic
element (fire, water, air and earth)’ - but this has not been realised
completely. ‘T would like to have worked further with the smaller
spaces to be more precise with the use of the house, he admits.

‘I travelled to the site with my own team to articulate these rooms,
but we had to focus on the general structure instead, he adds.

Even so, its sponsors clearly think that Element House is
a success. ‘Visitors enjoy the oddness in the seemingly unbalanced
structure of Element House, says Lee Yun-jong, a coordinator with
the city’s Anyang Art Project. ‘It is used as a rest stop for hikers.
And the attic is especially popular, with its beautiful view through
the glass.

But, this is the Republic of Korea. It just leaves me
wondering if such an art-led project could find so ready a home
in the UK.
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5. The fall of light in the interior

6. Rintala plays with the contrast of timber
and Cor-ten steel in his choice of materials

for the building
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CONFERENCES

2nd November 2006, London Marriott Regents Park, London NW3

Design Solutions
for Disability

Putting you at the forefront of inclusive design

Detailed presentations from:

David Dropkin, Head of Consultancy, CENTRE FOR ACCESSIBLE ENVIRONMENTS

Margaret Hickish, Associate Head, DISABILITY DESIGN CONSULTANCY
BURO HAPPOLD ENGINEERS

Julie Flec, Access Officer, GREATER LONDON AUTHORITY
David Stow, Senior Fire Engineer, ARUP FIRE
Professor Aileen McColgan, MATRIX LAW

To register: Online: www.designsolutionsfordisability.co.uk
Tel: 0845 056 8069 Email: constructconferences@emap.com

For full programme details see the conference

brochure in this weeks The Architects’ Journal




TECHNICAL & PRACTICE

GRIMSHAW’S

NEW SYSTEM HAS
ENABLED A VIRTUAL
WORKING WORLD

By Hattie Hartman

Major change within an organisation is stressful, not least when
it affects the way every member of staff accesses information.
Grimshaw Architects spent four years laying the groundwork for
a new knowledge-management system, which has been in place
since February 2005. The practice has 150 people across three
offices in London, Melbourne and New York. The new system
enables a virtual working world, so information can be accessed
regardless of where the user or the information is physically
located. A single information-management system across the three
offices enhances efficiency. This may sound obvious in today’s
increasingly global computer-dominated world, but to put things
in perspective as recently as three years ago something as basic
as the employee telephone list was updated, printed and manually
distributed around Grimshaw's London office on a weekly basis.
The story of how Grimshaw managed its changeover
from Filemaker to Union Square Workspace reveals extensive
research and a systematic decision-making process. Such a change
represents a significant commitment of time and resources, and it’s
important to get it right. Grimshaw handles all of its I'T needs
in-house, with two people in the London office responsible for the
day-to-day, and Robin Williamson (business systems manager, now
based in Melbourne) and Jim Rea in London keeping an eye on
the three- to five-year horizon. Rea notes that ‘a high standard
of architecture requires a high standard of I'T, and that will be the
case for ever more’. The recent change was driven by a desire to
minimise replication of information and facilitate its ‘capture,
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storage, and retrieval’. Two critical concerns were the desire for
a practice-wide ‘contacts’ database and the need to handle an
escalating volume of emails. The cost of maintaining databases,
which involved duplication, was mounting. Also, the amount of
material requiring nightly back-up had become extremely
cumbersome, and the only solution within the current
configuration was the purchase of an expensive new system,
which was projected to last about a year.

Grimshaw’s initial step in 2001 was the establishment
of a first-generation intranet, which created a centralised pool
of information for the practice’s architects: this included items
such as company induction and practice notes, as well as routine
administrative tasks. For the next step, a move requiring the
approval of the practice’s board of directors, Williamson and Rea
were looking for an industry-standard web-based customisable
intranet and extranet system, and they consulted throughout the
practice to ‘tease the critical concepts out’ and develop a matrix
of what was required. A change in accounting software was not
included, though a link for importing timesheets was. Other
concerns included providing a document audit trail for all files,
in order to be able to access a ‘versioning’ history. With one click,
this would reveal who had opened, read, forwarded or edited a
file, all in chronological order, facilitating the retrieval of file
information after an event. There was also a need for ‘supercession’,
to retain as much knowledge as possible when a person leaves
the practice.
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____COST OF IMPLEMENTING
A NEW SYSTEM

MONEY

TIME

COST OF MAINTAINING
FILEMAKER DATABASE

1. Grimshaw analysis showing when to purchase a new system

To obtain board approval, Williamson and Rea submitted
‘non-technical, easily understood, succinct and practical reports’.
Will Yandell, founding director of Union Square Software,
reiterates this, noting that one of the biggest challenges in dealing
with architectural practices is that people in a senior position often
do not properly understand IT and may think that their internal
IT manager should be able to solve the problems without buying
in external software. He uses the analogy of buying a suit,
explaining that most men, if given the choice, would opt for an
oft-the-shelf number rather than a bespoke suit, but would then
need to have the jacket fitted, the lapels changed, and the length
of the trousers adjusted to suit their particular needs. And so it is
with IT software.

In the case of Grimshaw, the practice was prepared to
purchase external software, but the challenge was how to choose
a package from the multitude on the market. Visiting trade
conventions and web research revealed a choice of about 180
different products. In addition to evaluating which products best
met their requirements, Rea felt it was essential to look at a firm’s
staying power within the market, noting that because of
competition and consolidation perhaps only 10 per cent would
remain after three years. The field was narrowed to a list of 12
products, and each company, after submitting a thick document
outlining how its product matched Grimshaw’s requirements, made
a one-hour presentation. At that point, four firms were shortlisted
for half-day presentations, which were made to three architects,

the finance director, Williamson and Rea. To Williamson’s
surprise, the decision was unanimous for Union Square Software’s
Workspace, a specialist product for architects, engineers and the
construction industry. A key factor which influenced the final
decision was human relationships. Rea explains that the human
factor in IT is absolutely critical, because the work environment
is highly stressful. “You have to be able to turn off the old and turn
on the new system simultaneously,” he notes. There is little margin
for error when amalgamating data, and no down time, because
the system is used daily.

Once Workspace was on board, the team then had to
make decisions that were right for the culture of the office. There
was a temptation to go for a paperless office, but in the end they
opted for a ‘less paper’ office. As many documents as possible are
now scanned at reception. Although architects do their own
scanning, all centralised paperwork for the finance department
or human resources is scanned at reception. Rea explains that
Workspace is ‘really only a platform for our data,’ a way of storing,
sharing and mining information, and disseminating it to a large
number of people. An important advantage is that it is stored in
an industry-standard database (SQL server), which is a big plus
because it is not proprietary. Rea notes that this new way of
disseminating information, along with voice over internet protocol,
will enable people to access data remotely from home or other
locations such as airport transit lounges or client premises, which
he sees as a big trend in the future.
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2. A typical Grimshaw desktop

Although Workspace was adapted to suit the practice’s
needs, customisation was kept to a minimum to avoid
complications with upgrades. Yandell explains that Workspace
spent about a day and a half each month at Grimshaw’s office
over the course of a year to complete the transition. He observes
that the Grimshaw office culture allowed more freedom in the way
in which certain tasks were performed than in other offices he has
experienced. Workspace was implemented progressively in different
modules, in phases. The core implementation included a contacts
database, basic project information and electronic timesheets.
Most recently, in July, the practice adopted electronic drawing
issues, resulting in major savings in time and costs.

Rea says the technical problems are less important
because, one way or another, they can be solved, and noted that
the human factor is by far the hardest. People generally, including
architects, find it very difficult to deal with fast-paced change. No
one will adopt a new system unless it is better, which means some
combination of easier, faster and cheaper. ‘Give me a technical
problem any day, says Rea.‘T work in a technical field and [ am
a technical person, but at the end of the day, I work with people,

I fix problems for people. I don't fix computers. The day Grimshaw
introduced the new desktop, all employees were served a full cream
tea to bid farewell to the old and welcome the new system.

The market for intranet data-management systems for
architects and their consultant teams is evolving rapidly. Daniel
Logiudice of Cubic Interactive, which developed Rapport 3 after
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several years of working with Allies and Morrison and Broadway
Malyan, sees a trend of smaller practices (10 to 15) adopting
knowledge management systems to improve their efficiency and
to track their profit margins more effectively. Software is constantly
evolving to meet new needs, and what applies now may be
superceded in 12 to 18 months. Most of the players in the UK
market are new since 2000. Yandell explains that he developed
Workspace in his bedroom five years ago. He now has a staff of 30,
which services 25,000 seats (licences), including 10,000 for Tesco’s
construction-management business. The classic Workspace client
has about 100 users (although they range from 10 to 1,000) and
about a quarter are architects, the remainder being consulting
engineers, contractors and project managers.

Yandell explains that the biggest challenge facing his
sector is education: ‘People can’t get their heads around what is
on offer” A significant amount of his time is spent giving free CPD
seminars to architects. Once a quarter, Williamson presents the
Grimshaw experience to prospective Workspace clients. The RIBA’s
recent change in CPD requirements has increased emphasis on
‘practice information’, including data management. This should
mean more work for Union Square and greater efficiency for
architects, especially those who follow in Grimshaw’s footsteps
and assess their needs carefully before taking the plunge.

Coming soon in the AJ’s Technical and Practice section: ‘Data management

Sfor small to medium practices: What are the options?’
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NEW HORIZONS
IN THE WORLD OF
SEARCH ENGINES

We all use Google to search
the web. Life-changing
though it has been, a raft of
new-style search engines is
now emerging. One direction
was suggested when Google
recently achieved a patent for
avoice-activated search
engine - no relation to the
Scottish talking search
engine Speegle.

Cast around and think of
Apple's Spotlight, which made
itinto OS X 10.4, Microsoft's
Live Search, which may be
featured in the forthcoming
Vista, the free downloadable
Blinkx and Linux’s Beagle.
And there is Frode Hegland
of UC’s interaction centre and
his Liquid Information, which
can be downloaded at www.
hyperwords.net.

What this and most of
the aforesaid search engines
do is to make every word in a
document a hyperword that
can also pull up background
context. Discussed for
decades, the idea has been
realised by fast computers.
Oh, and there is a bunch of
researchers working on image
search engines that are
based on you sketching what
you want to find. Try googling
‘webcrawling using sketches’.
Or, look up ‘retrievr’ and check
out Princeton’s 3D model
searchat http://shape.
cs.princeton.edu/
search,html, Fun. You just
do a rough sketch and up it
comes. Possibly. Soon.
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GOING ON STRIKE

The court takes an active role
in managing cases, and has
many powers on which to call,
including putting a stop to cases
if necessary, writes Swe Lindsey.
It can strike out a claim or a
defence, leaving the remaining
party in effect unopposed. This
can be done either on the basis
of various grounds spelt out in
the rules, or by the court under
its inherent jurisdiction.

This power can sit
uncomfortably with a party’s
right to have a fair hearing.
As a result, the power to strike
out is used infrequently. The
court often finds a lesser order
to make. For example, a delay
that is in breach of the court’s
orders might be met by a
suspension of interest on a
claim for the period of delay.

But, at the extreme, there
remain circumstances in which
a strike out is the only answer.
The facts in one recent case
where the court struck out a
defence were certainly at the
limits. The extremity of the
facts and the way in which
the court considered the tests
are perhaps illustrative of how
unusual it is now to strike out a
case. Also notable is the caution
exercised by the judge through
inviting the Attorney General
to appoint an advocate to
achieve a better balance in
representation, the defendant
having opted to act in person.

The parties, who were two
individuals, were arguing over
a series of loans related to the

property owned by the
claimant. Proceedings were
slow, with much reformulation
of both claim and defence.
About six years into the action,
the claimant was murdered.
The defendant was initially
convicted of his manslaughter,
but that was overturned on
appeal. However, for the
purposes of the ongoing civil
action (which was continued by
the claimant’s representative),
the judge held that the
defendant was responsible for
the claimant’s murder, the
motive being to put a stop to
the civil proceedings on terms
favourable to the defendant.

The claimant’s
representative applied to strike
out the defence and for there to
be judgment for the claimant.
They argued that the issues
turned on the credibility of
claimant and defendant, but
the claimant was no longer
there to give evidence.

In striking out the defence
and preventing the defendant
from arguing the case, the judge
acknowledged that this was a
draconian step only appropriate
in extreme circumstances and
as a last resort. He concluded
that the defendant had
jeopardised a fair trial in
such a way that there were
no counterbalancing measures
that could ensure a just result.
So, there was nothing short of
a strike out that could achieve
justice. Furthermore, the order
was necessary as there was no

greater challenge to the
administration of justice than
murdering the opposing party
in order to gain an advantage.
As to the human-rights point,
the judge said, in concluding,
that a strike out was the only
appropriate order, he had
balanced the personal right of
the defendant to a fair hearing
against the same right that
had been the claimant,

in the general interest of the
community.

There is no upbeat
conclusion to be drawn from
this case, other than perhaps
a hope that such litigation,
reaching such depths, remains
exceptionally rare.

Sue Lindsey is a barrister

at Crown Office Chambers

in London. Visit www .
crownofficechambers.com
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REVIEW

EXHIBITION
By Andrew Mead

10th Architecture Biennale
at the Arsenale and the
Giardini della Biennale,
Venice, until 19 November

At the last Venice Architecture
Biennale in 2004 there was a
profusion of ‘object’ buildings -
blobby, folded, warped — which
often seemed forgetful of their
site or their urban role. This
years event, ‘Cities, Architecture
and Society’, curated by Ricky
Burdett, is meant to refute such
self-absorption and remind
architects of their larger duties.
And in that it succeeds —
but at a cost. The 300m-long
Corderie, the voluminous ex-
rope sheds at the Arsenale, are
awash with images and data,
but there is nothing physical,
material or three-dimensional
to give a real sense of how
architecture can contribute
to the city; not a single model.
Along with the ‘object’
buildings have gone buildings
themselves — or so it can seem.
With an expectation that
75 per cent of the world’s
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1. City density models in the Corderie exhibition

population will live in cities by
2050, half of it in southern Asia
and coastal China, Burdett’s
show features 16 cities from
four continents in a mix of
maps, diagrams, photographs
and film
tentative ‘soundscapes’ issuing

- and some rather

from cylinders overhead.

A recent show at the
Canadian Centre for
Architecture, ‘Sense of the
City’, tried to convey the role
of senses other than sight in
experiencing cities, but
reviewers complained that it
was ‘not nearly noisy, stinky

or gooey enough’ (AJ 04.05.06).
The same could be said of these

Corderie presentations, though

the calm helps one focus on the

fundamental issues that they

touch on — local/global, urban,

suburban, social justice, etc.
Clearly, when it comes

to designing such a large-scale

exhibition there must be a
degree of uniformity, but the
installation here tends to blur
differences between the chosen
cities and the problems they
face: one malign high-rise
morphs into the next. Some
sections are more thorough
than others: Berlin is treated
quite cursorily; Shanghai
(appropriately) sprawls.

The accompanying texts
don’t always help. Each city
has its epithet (Tokyo is ‘City
of Flux'), which can seem a bit
pat, and to read that Barcelona
‘has reinvented itself as a
dynamic, accessible and
tolerant city’, or that Turin’s
‘industrial work culture has
been creatively adapted to
suit contemporary working
practices’, smacks more of a
marketing brochure than acute
analysis. And current projects
simply don’t have the impact

they should, being left in two
dimensions. How this exhibition
would benefit from the kind of
models that Diener & Diener
do so well, which don't
dramatise a single building

but show its contribution to

a larger urban form.

Apart from specific images
in these presentations (there
are some very striking photos,
often quite dystopian), the
most arresting moment at the
Corderie comes when the show
briefly turns three-dimensional,
expressing degrees of density in
the various cites in the form of
tall polystyrene models, which
look like eroded skyscrapers.
Burdett spoke beforehand of
‘trying to make something
beautiful out of data’, and
in this room he does.

Burdett’s exhibition
continues in the sprawling

Italian pavilion at the Biennale
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Gardens, with displays meant
to ‘reflect state-of-the-art urban
research today’. ETH Studio
Basel’s ‘urban portrait’ of
Switzerland masses a multitude
of tiny photographs and
diagrams on a continuous
folded wall — a partly rhetorical
effort, given how much is
simply too high to be seen.
With the Shrinking Cities
project (an excerpt from a
larger show eventually coming
to the UK), there’s a reminder
that, in Detroit or the former
Eastern Germany, it’s not
sprawl that's the problem.
Alongside the Berlage
Institute and Venice’s IUAV,
there’s ‘Babylon:don’ from
Nigel Coates and the RCA -
less facile than it first appears,
but is this really ‘state of the
art’? And OMA/AMO takes on
Lagos and the Arabian Coast,
which makes one wonder how
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Koolhaas would have curated
the whole show — I doubt that
the texts would be bland.

Also in this section is
a miscellany of images from
a special issue of C Photo
Magazine, which — given the
number of photographs there
are at the Corderie — reminds
us how central they have been

in mediating urban experience.

Amid all the ‘facts’, they offer
a subjective take on things, with
which we might identify or
not, though their role is never
thoroughly examined here.
Another subjectivity — the
transformation or recollection
of cities in novels and memoirs
— is missing entirely.

At one of the Architectural
Review’s late night biennale
‘crits’, Brian Hatton spoke of
the ‘problem in representing’
cities, and asked: ‘If we can't
represent them can we design

2. Inside the German pavilion

3. A department store aesthetic:
the Spanish installation

4. Terunobu Fujimori’s exhibit

in the Japanese pavilion

5. Pier Luigi Nervi’'s Palazzo

del Lavoro under construction

6. One of Kim Seung-hoy's boxes

in the Republic of Korea's pavilion

them?’ That'’s a problem this
biennale doesn’t solve.

In some ways, Burdett’s
exhibition works better as a
book. It’s easier to absorb the
data and compare/contrast;
each city comes with an essay
by an insider (Deyan Sudjic
on London); and over a dozen
or more practitioners contribute
— Chipperfield, Foster, Jacques
Herzog, Koolhaas, Krier.

“The architect ought to resume
the role of connecting those
parts of society that are no
longer together, says Fuksas.

Burdett’s catalogue essay
ends with what reads like a
prelude to the ‘Agenda for
Cities in the 21st Century’,
which he plans to deliver at
the end of the biennale. Cities
should foster tolerance, justice
and social integration; be dense
and compact; be well governed;
and ‘inspire their citizens with

beautiful, accessible architecture
and public spaces’. Well, yes. ..
but how to make this into a
meaningful agenda, not a list
of hopeful platitudes?

It’s strange that the dearth
of materiality and the three-
dimensional in Burdett’s show
recurs in many of the national
displays at the Biennale
Gardens. The projects in the
Spanish pavilion are mostly just
images in an installation that
would not be out of place in
a high-end department store.
The Dutch pavilion also only
shows images, but to more
effect, presenting a century
of Amsterdam’s development in
some splendid, varied drawings
— a large Berlage perspective of
Amsterdam South, for instance.
In the neighbouring Belgian
pavilion, curated by Label
Architecture, is a surprisingly
engaging trio of videos on the
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theme of ‘“The Beauty of the
Ordinary’. Making effective
use of both scored and ambient
sound, and with quite long
static shots, they subtly reframe
(or reinvigorate) the everyday,
and the small accompanying
paperback of essays is
worthwhile too.

At first sight, apart from
a temporary construction
giving access to the roof, there’s
no obvious architecture in the
German pavilion, but this show,
‘Convertible City’, is among
the best. Its theme is converting
or transforming what already
exists (the Smithsons’‘as found’)
with ingenious, often small-
scale interventions, and the
architecture isn’t missing, but
concealed beneath the surface
of two elegant tables. Each
scheme, presented in both
two and three dimensions, is
revealed when you prise open
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the successive pairs of heavy,
hinged flaps that flank each
table; and despite the relative
miniaturisation, there’s enough
to give a sense of each project
in turn. But the pavilion’s big
central hall goes for nothing.
It’s hard to argue with
the concept behind the British
pavilion, curated by Jeremy Till.
The choice of Sheftield —
‘a classic graveyard of failed
Modernist dreams’, with ‘an
extraordinary urban quality
almost despite architecture’ -
and decision to present it at
four different scales, from the
intimate 1:1 to the global
1:10,000,000, make perfect
sense; especially now that some
promising schemes by Mecanoo
and Sauerbruch Hutton are in
the offing to supply interest at
1:100. There’s quite a gap
between intention and
realisation, though, especially

at the heart of the pavilion.
Like the German one, it has
a large central hall, and Till
wanted to avoid the usual
‘sumptuous model’ there that
makes visitors just ‘passive
observers’. But the opportunity
for audience participation that
he’s put in its place is trivial; it’s
a void where the show needed
substance (ajplus 08.09.086).
As usual, the biennale
provides some unexpected
pleasures: a recreation of
Frederick Kiesler’s floating,
De Stijl structure, City in Space,
in the Austrian pavilion; the
MAXXI display, which includes
two vivid photo sequences
of Nervi buildings under
construction, all their structural
virtuosity on show. But, given
the focus on images and data
in so much of the event, it’s
texture, patina and materiality
that really make a mark.

Three instances of this all
happen to be Asian. Terunobu
Fujimori’s architecture in the
Japanese pavilion is organic,
quirky, playful and sometimes
poetic. Kim Seung-hoy’s
Constellation Time Layer in the
Republic of Korea’s pavilion
is a collection of around 100
small square boxes which evoke
the city and its architecture, old
and new, in exquisite albums of
photos, material samples, and
tiny models. And tucked away
out of sight at the very end of
the Arsenale is the Chinese
Tiles Garden — a gently sloping
landscape of 60,000 recycled
greyish roof tles supported
on a bamboo frame, with an
L-shaped bamboo walkway
leading to its centre.

From this 2006 biennale,

I fancy that these three exhibits
will linger in the memory as
long as the statistics.
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18th October 2006, RIBA, London W1 CONFERENCES
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“colour in design 2006

Taking an informed approach to colour selection

Now in its third successful year, AJ is pleased to bring you Colour in Design 2006, which is the number one source of
knowledge for the architecture and design industry when it comes to colour. Colour in Design 2006 will offer invaluable
advice and guidance from leading experts on various issues surrounding the use of colour in design work.

Featured Speakers Include:

Professor Byron Mikellides, School of the Built Environment - Oxford Brookes University
Pam Bate, Director, Hopkins Architects

Professor Keith Bright, Director, Keith Bright Consultants

Andrew Moor, Architectural Glass Art Consultant, Andrew Moor Associates

Mary Ward, Creative Director, ICI

John Jenkins, Partner, Haverstock Associates

To register:
Tel: 0845 056 8069 Fax: 020 7505 6001 ceD
CER

>PONSored Dy
Email: constructconferences@emap.com TIFIED
_ e < i ©®Dulux
Online: www.ajcolourindesign.co.uk Lerice TRADE
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THE ARCHITECTS' JOURNAL
151 Rosebery Avenue,
London EC1R 4GB

Disphy advenlsing

Rocrunme adverﬂsing
20 7505 6803/6737
Advenlslng fax number

JOBS ENQUIRIES

Laura Tilling 020 7505 6803 laura.tilling@emap.com
Terry Roll 020 7505 6737 terry.roll@emap.com

www.ajplus.co.uk/jobs

www.4-architects.com Tel: 01323 749200

Project Architects / Architects / Part 2 Assistants
Senior Technologists / Technicians
Oxford Street / Covent Garden / City / Kensington
£1st class or Hourly Rates
Bilue Chip Practices, New build / Refurbishment, Offices, Residential, Retail, Arts
projects, Theatres, Hotels and Much Much More. Microstation, skills would be
advantage but not essential Ref: 3471 (Hannah / Phil)
Project Managers / Design Managers
Central London c£50 - ESBﬂ Plus Package
Fantastic opportunities for commercially aware Senior Project Managers / Design Managers with a
background in High - Rise, Offices, Hotels or Apartments which would be an advantage but not

BATH
dbp Architects

small frien ily City Centre

office requ

Part |l ;

SEAE SRR essential Ref: 3465 (Mark / Phil)
020 7505 6750 nitectural Techr ists / A -
. Brighton cEo4k - £37K Pms‘backage & Flexitime
Deadlines First Class Multi-discipline Practice, varied and nterestle(? projects. Excellent Salary, RS Py
Bookir opy 5pm Monday Flexitime, Bonus, & Pension. Long contracts available if preferred with great hourly rates of pay Craig Underdown

Ref: 3445 & 3478 (Phil / Mark)
Project Architects / Job Runners
Watford / Rickmansworth £Very Competitive
Very friendly and established design practice with a diverse range of projects including, Leisure, .

Residential and Commercial schemes. AutoCAD would be advantage but not essential. Great Batt BAI1
potential for career advancement. Ref: 3487 (Phil / Mark) 4
We have over 57 Contract - Freelance Posts PAYE - LTD Weekly Pay el 01225
Please call or visit web site for the latest vacancies d or craia@dbpbc
* s atal or craig@dbpbc
jobs@centurion-recruitment.com eyt

pmT 1?313,
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Cancellations 12pm Monday t I

Urban Designer

London Thames Gateway Development Corporation is seeking a strong Urban Designer to lead the
overview of design aspects of all the physical developments taking place in Canning Town & Custom House
area. As part of Canning Town & Custom House Regeneration Team you will act as client representative
on behalf of London Borough of Newham (LBN) to promote and raise the profile of high quality design,
providing advice to the Council, the public, agents and developers on the appropriateness and quality of new
development within the area.

Northamptonshire Yacancy

4 Architectural Techniciane  Vac ref 0906-013  Permanent £18-£24k
My client is at an exciting stage of their development.Having enjoyed substantial growth
over the © years since their inception they are now considered one of the main
constructors of timber framed buildings in the country.

To aselst In their growth they are seeking four technicians with immediate effect. They
will consider applicants at all stages of their career, from recent graduates through to
experienced Technicians. What s Important Is your enthusiasm and ability to
communicate at all levels.

The company ie conveniently placed for commuting from Bedford, Northampton and
Miiton Keynes.

The Canning Town and Custom House Regeneration Project has been included in the Government's new
Mixed Communities Initiatives. The project includes the building of approximately 8,000 new homes and the
creation of 500,000 square metres of floor space in a revitalised town centre. This project aims to transform
the area physically, socially and economically while creating a sustainable and cohesive community. We want
Canning Town to become a destination for those who wish to enjoy the modernism and vibrancy of
London's East End, welcoming to newcomers, as it is to those who already reside in the area

The successful candidate will be able to negotiate urban design improvements in both small and large scale
projects. You will have a recognised degree and a practical working knowledge and experience of urban
design issues, theory and practice and the ability to apply this when assessing development proposals

Contract: Fixed term contract - 6 months - part time hours - flexible working arrangements

Glancy Nicholls Architects

birmingham

Contact  London Thames Gateway Development Corporation
9th Floor, South Quay Plaza 3, 189 Marsh Wall, London, EI4 95H

Contact: Petra Rudloff

Email: petrarudioff@itgdec.org.uk
Phone: 020 7517 4752

Fax: 020 7517 4776

Architects and Project Architects

Salary: £18 - £20 per h/r. (negotiable) Closing date for application: 2|5t September 2006

Due to an increasing work load, opportunities exist for
talented, enthusiastic Architects and experienced Job
Runners to join a young but established practice, working on
a number of high profile projects in a relaxed and friendly
atmosphere e C

ENJOY A BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE?

As a versatile practice on the edge of Exmoor, we have an established, vibrant
approach to new and historic building projects. We are seeking -

an

~
|

A Senior Architect
to lead a balanced portfolio of projects and to assist
in the development of the practice

A newly qualified or Assistant Architect: we offer excellent
opportunities for a Part 3 and job running experience

Both posts require enthusiasm and proven design ability. The ability to
work in a team, a sound understanding of construction detailing and CAD
are essential (VectorWorks an advantage)
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Please send your CV and examples of work to

Professional Resourcing Ltd
Stone Edge Farm
Tickenham, North Somerset BS21 6SF

e-mail: ask@professionalresourcing.co.uk Y
or telephone Nigel Widdup RIBA for a confidential discussion on 01275 858517 ‘;
EA

ment, with exc

CAD skils preferred rih

Please forward CV to

Walker Troup Architects, 52 Lyndon Road, Sution Coldfield,
West Midlands. B73 68S. T. 0121 355 4040
E. arch@walkeriroup.co.uk &

We are an Equal Opportunities Employer ‘ www.louisecrossmanarchitects.co.uk INVESTOR IN PEOPLE




Nationwide Architectural Recruitment

To £45k per annum

Senior Architect

Due to a successful year and expanding workload our dlient has
an urgent requirement for a Senior Architect to take a lead role in
delivering a £80million Regeneration scheme. The ideal candidate
will have a proven track record of delivering multi-million pound
projects from inception through to completion with strong client

liaison abilities. Ref AJ3

Central London

To £21/hr

Interior Designer/Technician

Modern, medium practice with an interior design focus have
opportunities for skilled interior designers, assistants/technicians.
Extremely busy with retail projects in particular, they require you to
multi-task to meet a variety of deadlines. You will need to hit the
ground running by having a retail background ideally, or a good
awareness of the issues involved. A mix of great Vectorworks, interior
spatial awareness and real drawing ability will be required. You will
need to start immediately for an ongoing contract. Ref AJ6

South-West London

t: 023 8033 4444 e: arch@faststream.co.uk www.faststream.co.uk

120+ Nationwide, Contract and Permanent Architectural jobs online

faststream_ () N

INVESTOR IN FEOPLE

Tilehurst
Learning
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Campus (TLC) JETKSIITE

Feasibility Study

West Berkshire Council intends to relocate a 3-19 age Special school and a
4-11 Primary school onto the site of an 11-19 Secondary school to create a
brand new state of the art learning and community facility in the form of an
all through leaming campus.

The total cost of the project is estimated to be around £45m and is designed
to be self-financing through government grant and an optimal agreed disposal
of the Special school and Primary school sites twogether with part of the
Secondary school site. The most advantageous method of disposal of the land
resource available 1o the benefit of the Council is also open to proposal by
interested parties as part of the development scheme.

Expressions of interest are therefore invited, in whole or in part. from
consultants with a proven track record in the area of large multi-school
developments to undertake a feasibility study that will include, but not limited
to; disposal oprions, provision of accommeodation schedules, site valuations.
site usage options appraisal, procurement options appraisal. budget estimates
and planning and highways investigation and advice.

Expressions of interest should be submitted by email or in writing to the
address below by no later than midday Monday 9 October 2006, any received
after the deadline will not be accepred.

procuremeni@westberks.gov.uk
or
FA.O Lesley Lucking, Corporate Procurement Unit
West Berkshire Council, Market Street, Newbury
Berkshire RG14 5LD
A copy of the Feasibility Study Brief and the Council’s Pre Qualification
Questionnaire (PQQ) will be issued following Monday 9 October.
Comprehensive fees bid and completed pre qualification questionnaires,
should be returned by no later than midday Menday 30 October 2006,
any tenders received after the deadline will not be accepted.

Michael Shanly
— G rOUD w—

This is an opportunity to see your ideas become a reality.

A Clerkenwell based job agency
set up by Architects for Arch ects

An outstonding, medium sized practice in SE1, specialising in cool high-spec
residential projects are looking for a project architect with 5 years PQE fo work on
their new-build schemes. Recent projects include o studio for an artist & an
environmentolly progressive housing scheme in Greenwich. Fantastic opporfunity o
run your own jobs in o forward thinking practice. Microstafion on aodvontfage

One of the UK's leading urban planning & design practices in central London, with an
international reputation for their cutting edge schemes, are looking to appoint an
architect & an urban designer. Successful applicants will ideally have housing
experience, excellent chent focing skills & be oble to toke on project management
responsibilifies. A superb opportunity to join this progressive proctice. Vectorworks
essential

An international, multi-disciplinary proctice are looking for talented & technically
orientated architects fo join their Guildford office. Current projects include large

mixed-use, refail & educational schemes. Successful applicants must have strong
client facing skills & be able to take projects through from design development fo
completion. Fantastic opportunity with excellent remuneration package! Autocod

Architect

We are looking to recruit an experienced Architect who can
positively influence the design of our schemes and products,
introducing fresh ideas to an already established team, ensuring
that we remain at the forefront of residential design and
innovation.

Interested individuals should have at least 10 years relevant
experience which would include Master Planning and urban
design.

Michael Shanly Homes is one of the leading privately owned
Housebuilders in the South East of England.

Over the last 30 years we have established ourselves as a
Developer of Homes that are recognised for their design quality
and kerbside appeal.

We have recently reorganised the business and are actively
seeking to diversify our approach, in particular developing larger
schemes.

If you are a team player and want to be part of a successful team,
please forward your CV and covering letter to:

Robin Dorran

Michael Shanly Homes

Sorbon

Aylesbury End

Beaconsfield

Bucks, HP9 1LW

or e-mail: robin.dorran@michaelshanly.co.uk

www.michaelshanly.co.uk




Requires motivated Project Architects

for a number of exist term projects in t JK and Overseas

]
i in our Londor must possess
it archit > € f 1 1S ence and

lent draftin

The successful ag

ary: £20 - 25,000 depending on experience

2nt by post or email fc
13 Langl

London W
Email: careers@kpf.com

MINERVA

e APPOINTMENTS Ltd

Yorkshire based - Yorkshire focused - Yorkshire opportunities

www.minervaappointments.com

Architects = Technologists = Technicians ® Interior Designers » Clerks of Works

literate with an up-to-date knowledge of U.K Building Regs.

D RECRUITMENT (RUGBY) LTD

(01788) 572841

tom. lepreux@rdrecruitment.co.uk
www.rdrecruitment.co.uk g

Architectural Techniciagﬁechnologist
Salary - To £30,000pa fFeh Location - Bolton
Our Client, a lulti-dincipli‘,nlry‘:’}zactlco in Construction Design
comprising of Architects, Strugtural Engineers, Service Engineers and
Quantity Surveyors, ::urrel:ltl.né seek) an Architectural Technologist/
Technician to complement their already successful team working on a
range of local education projects, Perfect candidates will be AutoCAD

Senior Architectural Technician

Salary - To £33,000pa Location - Liverpool
This well renowned practice based in Merseyside, currently seek a
permanent Senior Architectural Techniciam to work onm large

Commereial, Industriall andl’nellbntiu projects. The successfu

L':‘lllte must be fully convésgsant &ith U.K Building Regs and hawg
kéen eye for.defail. There 1; ‘mo l eérence as to CAD system as/il ‘5'

9UO |UOlIESIeNSIA

offer ‘ full goss-trunlng L] i s e ‘
PR TS nd Ny - PN
;.'
ctmarchitects Talented architects required

jom & RIBA Award winning prachce

> design innovative contermporary architecture

work on a variety of exciting commiss

take a project from conception to completion

An opportunity 10 join a young. highly moth

high quality office environment on the Kent coast

JGP ARCHITECTS CAMBRIDGE

Experienced Project Architect and Technician required to run a variety
of projects in a small, friendly design environment.

Computer literacy essential. Familiarity with ArchiCAD an advantage.
CVs and example of work to:

Marie Twitchett, JGP Architects, 2 Felton St, Cambridge CB1 2EE
or e-mail to: info@jgparchitects.co.uk

EXPERIENCED TECHNOLOGIST or ARCHITECT ?

WE HAVE VACANCIES IN OUR
LEWES ANP TAVISTOCK OFFICES

01273 479269
maileaxiomarchitects.co.uk

AXIOM
www.axiomarchiteets.co.uk

ARCHITECTS

3D Artists/ lllustrators required

Allies and Morrison architects are looking for talented ortists to work within their new 3D
depariment. Candidates of oll levels from management to junior arfists will be consdered
Successhul appliconts should demonstrate an ability to create compelling ond emotive imoges
using o variely of graphic styles. Good modelling and rendering skills are also required
Architectural background is an advantoge clthough not essential

Preferred softwore skills include 3D Studio MAX, Rhino, Microstation, VRay, Maxwel
Render, Photoshop and lllustrator

Please send your CV and examples of your work with a covering letter to
Thomas Horsley, Allies and Morrison, 85 Southwark Street, London SET OHX
email. thorsley@alliesandmorrison .co.uk

Technical lllustrators Wanted

Due to a variety of new property developments in construction, our
client requires technical illustrations for promotional material. A variety
of styles are needed, from sleek 3D modelling to hand rendered
watercolours and everything in-between. Please e-mail or post samples
with availability and rates to the details below.

141 Station Road, West Byfleet, Surrey, KT14 6DU, United Kingdom
thestudio@ngdesign.co.uk www.ngdesign.co.uk

rint « web # exhibition & conference design » brand development
f g F

packaging » POS » advertising orporate | direct ma

ARCHITECTON

We are looking for job architects and
architectural assistants to work on
projects in the south west involving
new architecture in historical

contexts.
Apply to Paul Richold with CV
Architecton, The Wool Hall, | 2 St Thomas

Street, Bris
t 011789

e info@architecton.co.uk




@ ner

DIRECTORY

OXFORD

BROOKES

UNIVERSITY

School of the Built Environment

Professor in Sustainable Design (full-time or part-time .5fte)

Architects — online.co.uk

A4
the world's leading architectural job site

@m%www.amsa.co.uk

BARKER ROSS barkerross.co.uk
pecple@harkenoss oo uk
srect pocpse | arc ter some 0115 948 3757

CHAMBERLAIN ASSOCIATES

ARCHITECTURAL RECRUTTMENT IN THE NORTH

www.chamberlainassociates.co.uk

vw.dgservice.co.uk

fast:

recruitment limited | m
www.faststream.co.uk

matchtech

www.matchtech.com

o protecharchitecture.co.uk
@ 0845 230 7760

'

f( J www.rdrecruitment.co.uk

For Advertising
Enquiries
Please Contact:
Laura Tilling
0207 505 6803
Email:

laura.tilling

@emap.com

Salary: £46,365 - £62,655, pro-rata for part-time
The Department of Architecture is seeking someone, who may come from an academic or a practice
background, to set the agenda for research and teaching in sustainable design and provide academic
leadership for the Oxford Institute for Sustainable Design (OISD) Architecture research unit.

YOU WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR:

® providing academic leadership in sustainable design for the

Department of Architecture and specifically for the OISD Architecture research unit ® seeking and
obtaining research funding ® providing academic leadership for, and contributing to the delivery of, the

master's programme in Energy Efficient and Sustainable Building (EESB)

® providing sustainable design

input into undergraduate/postgraduate programmes and studios and supervising PhD theses and

master's dissertations

YOU SHOULD HAVE: ® a degree in architecture, engineering or related field ® a substantial
national/international publication record of either authored papers or built projects ® experience of

research leadership in sustainable design

® an established record of obtaining research funding

® experience of teaching in higher education in architecture or sustainable design

Closing date: 10 October 2006

Apply online at www.brookes.ac.uk/vacancy

or contact Human Resources

Tel: 01865 484537 (answerphone) Minicom: 01865 485928

Working for equal opportunities

portland
Part Al» and ?an 2 A.lchllgf?f

Ref: 009/15861/BC

o Ao,

& S
ERLA T A
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www.brookes.ac.uk/vacancy

Architecture
Graduates

(Parts 1 or 2)
considered for small,
busy practice by the sea.
Apple Mac skills, a love
of music and cakes will
be distinct advantages.

DUA Architecture LLP
Highcliffe, Dorset
t: 01425 278252
f: 01425 270101
e: david@duastudio.com

SALT|EVANS

www.saltevans.co.uk

Salt Evans require Part ||

Assistant Architects with
minimum 2 years work
experience for variety of
residential and commercial

projects.

Competency in AutoCAD is
essential. Please apply by
email to Dee Coker.

dee.coker@saltevans.co.uk

CULLUM AND
NIGHTINGALE
ARCHITECTS

Enthusiastic architect needed,
minimum 3 years office
experience for small busy practice
with a variety of interesting work.
No agencies.

CVs with examples of recent
work to: Simon Monkman,
Cullum and Nightingale
Architects, 61 Judd Street,
London. WCIH 9QT.

Or email:
post@CullumNightingale.com

QUALIFIED AND RIBA
PART I & I1 ARCHITECTS
REQUIRED

With experience in traditional
architecture to work as part of a
team on a new exciting mixed

use project.

John Simpson and Partners
29 Great James Street
London WCIN 3ES

or

info@johnsimpsonarchitects.com

Grady Associates are a friendly design-led
practice with an expanding portfolio of work

We invite applicants for the following vacancies
to work on a range of important project

i) Graduate Architect (Min. Part i)
i) Project Architectural Technologist

ASSDCIATES

Suitable candidates should forward their C.V. to the
address below or contact Ann on 00353-98-28602

GRADY

3 Cuil d'Ean, Aitamount Street,
Westport, Co. Mayo

www.ajplus.co.uk/jobs




rchitects & Technical Staff

DUFFY MITCHELL O'DONOGHUE
is a progressive design focused
architectural practice with a diverse
and interesting portfolio of projects in
both public and private sectors. Our
work includes many large scale mixed
used urban redevelopment projects
comprising commercial office, retail

and residential uses, as well as unique
projects involving conservation and
refurbishment aspects

We are now seeking talented, motivated
candidates at all levels, both architects
and technical staff to join our practice
seeking architects
rior architects to become part of
our growing intenor architecture section
We offer the opportunity to be part of a
team environment, to challenge and be
challenged, to grow, to develop and to
contribute
An interesting and innovative
employment package is offered. For
positions available see www.dmod.ie
under recruitment

Please forward your response or
queries by post to 12 Northbrook
Road, Ranelagh, Dublin 6 or email to
recruitment@dmod.ie - all applications
will be treated confidentially

Appointment of Architect

An Architect is sort to develop a Master Plan for Inverness Airport Business Park,
a public/ private joint venture between Moray Estates Development Company,
Highlands and Islands Airports Ltd, Highlands and Islands Enterprise and the
Highland Council.

Inverness Airport is the business and tourism gateway for the Highlands and
Islands. It has grown by 85% since 2000 and will handle a record 800,000
passengers this year. It provides more than 330 scheduled flights a week and is
a busy hub for UK and international executive jet traffic.

IABP is the principle location in the Highlands to develop business
accommodation with good transport links. When fully developed the 250 hectare
IABP site is forecast to accommodate up to 5,000 jobs in a high amenity mix of
designated office, light industrial, logistics, hotel and conferencing
accommodation. It sits directly adjacent to the new 10,000 person settlement
proposed at Tornagrain now being master planned by Duany Plater ~Zyberg.

Any architect seeking an opportunity to be involved with this project should
contact lan Thorburn at Inverness Airport Business Park Limited by 17:00 on the
6th October 2006, for further information and a tender brief.

lan Thorburn, Inverness Airport Business Park
Inverness Airport, Inverness IV2 7JB
Tel: 01667 464233, Fax: 01667 464210, E-mail: ian.thorburn@iabp.co.uk

Tower Hamlets is a distinctive, unique London Borough that is home to a
diverse, vibrant, multicultural community. As part of an exciting regeneration
programme, we aim to improve the quality of life for all who live and work in
the area. It’s also an ideal opportunity to further your career.

Development and Renewal Directorate

Over the next 10 years the Mayor of London has identified more
opportunities for growth, homes and employment in Tower Hamlets than
anywhere else in London.

Development Design and

Conservation Officer
£30,594 - £38,088 Ref: DEV/610

The Development, Design and Conservation Team, in which this post is
based, is at the forefront in guiding the change. The Council has put in
place a “front loaded” approach to major development proposals and is
already busy working with the development industry before an application
is submitted, as well as producing and implementing a number of key
masterplans and other development tools.

The majority of this work involves major change, much of which will impact
on the Borough's heritage of Thames riverside, 50 Conservation Areas,

over 2,000 Listed buildings and two World Heritage sites, including the
Tower of London and Tower Bridge.

To help guide this change we need a qualified Urban Designer/Conservation
Planner with experience of the historic environment to advise on
development. You are an energetic, committed and tenacious professional
who will be excited to be at the forefront of development, recondiling the
need for wide-reaching change with the presentation and enhancement of
our historic environment in areas such as:

¢ pre-application guidance on development;

* negotiation on major development proposals;

¢ guiding our masterplan process;

* undertaking character appraisals of Conservation Areas;

¢ formulate and implement Conservation Area management plans.

For further details regarding the post, please contact Mark Hutton
— Team leader Development, Design and Conservation on 020 7364 5372.

Closing date: 6 October 2006.

For an online application pack please visit
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk

email recruitment@towerhamlets.gov.uk call 020 7364 5011
(24-hour recruitment line) or textphone 020 7364 4489.
Please quote the relevant reference number.

We shall ensure fairness and equal opportunities throughout our
workforce and in service delivery.

We welcome applications from suitably skilled candidates regardiess of
ethnicity, gender, disability, sexuality, religion or age.

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk

Beacon
Council

004 20 Stonewall

ty Champ

Sales & Design Consultants

Apropos, the UK's premier suppliers of bespoke aluminium and glass structures are
seeking experienced Sales & Design Consultants for their continuing expansion
programme. Apropos specialise in glazed extensions, roof-lights, glazed links, and more
conventional conservatories.

Successful individuals will have design flair, a certain amount of architectural
knowledge, and an appetite to succeed in a rapidly growing market. A high level of
ambition & self discipline are also welcome attributes.

Excellent remuneration packages are available, the level of which will depend on the
level of experience and knowledge.

In the first instance please send CV's to
apropos(@apropos-tectonic.com




CAREER PATH

AHEAD
CLOSED

The dedicated recruitment website for:

careers7;
: d

in construction | —

Find your way to a new job with Careers in Construction. Completely rebuilt, the new Careers in
Construction website will direct you straight to the latest job opportunities in your profession.

It's easy to find the job you want with Careers in Construction. Our powerful new search options
and job alerts make sure you don’t miss any of the 1,000’s of job opportunities added to the
site each week, while new sections such as international jobs open up a world of possibilities.

Avoid diversions, go straight to
www.careersinconstruction.com




KING ALFRED SCHOOL
Hampstead

Independent, co-educational day school
Pupils 4 -18 years, stalf/pupil ratio 1:8
Informal atmosphere. A country setting,
in the heart of London

marks barfield
architects

Practice Manager

ARCHITECT Marks Barfield Architects, creators and designers of the London Eye, are
z . " looking for an experienced Practice Manager to help deliver exceptional
Kin 'Alfl"ed School takes great pride in its attractive projects to its clients, and develop the management and administrative
buildings and grounds and we are looking for a special systems for its own future success.
person to be responsible for their planned maintenance
and development. Design, creative planning and It is assumed that the Practice Manager will have a professional Gualificatior
S assur i that t A e Manager will have a professional qualficatio

aesthetic | ment are essential elements of this role,

ether with stron pr:iect and contract management
skills, Candidates should also have experience in
educational design and procurement.

We can't explain all the features of this interesting role
in a short advertisement, so we have prepared ogfull

information pack. What we can say is that it will never
be dull, there will be considerable autonomy and that Vi

QA, H&S and resources management

working in @ school is a fulﬁlling °m’ie“ce. " E'W\‘A{V\fll"nfmsbarﬁeld.com to see the detailed job description and make

Consideration will be given to ¢;ﬂpli¢utions from persons i i

seeking to combine this role with other responsibilities.

A competitive salary will be paid commensurate with

qualifications and experience.

Closing Date for Applications: 26 Sept 2006 MICHAEL JONES ARCHITECTS

Interview Date week of: 9 October 2006 Small Richmond practice looking for Part 2 / Part 3 architectural assistants, preferably
with detailing experience, to work on range of residential projects.

For further details and an application pack please call Opportunity to play key role in expanding business in new office opening this autumn.

020 8457 5213 or email gi ian@kingolfroJ.org.uk Vectorworks preferred. Mac G5s

4 . . Please send c.v. with a few reductions of work at various scales to:
All members of the King Alfred School community are committed to - boidgie it
Michael Jones Architects, Woodcut, Riverside, Twickenham, TW1 3DJ

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. e i e T
This post is exempt from the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974. 0208 744 1195 (o) 07866697129 (m)

The successful applicant will be asked to consent to disclosure by the
Criminal Records Bureau of any criminal record and inclusion in List 99.

A BUSINESS

THE! Lac 2 OPPORTUNITIES

CATHEDRAL

WAKEHELD To advertise a Sale or Merger
Small, long established

CATHEDRAL ARCHITECT 6 x 1 advert please Sowth st Aratiteots ani
Surveyors Practice with

increasing workload,

Wakefield Cathedral call Terry Roll on current project values of
; £40,000 - £1.75M,
The Chapter of Wakefield Cathedral are about to embark bs | programme of )
° are—orde::g and o:l(:er wotkson — 0207 505 6737 Expressions of interest are sought
. for merger or outright sale.
The Chapter wishes to appoint a new Cathedral Architect whose qualities must include or emall te"y- P 0 Box 3226
a good imagination and a strong flair for design. 151 Rosebery Avenue
The post is governed by the Cathedrals Measure 1999 and the Care of Cathedrals roll@emap.COm London EC1R 4GB
Measure 1990
COURSES

Architects must show experience of work with Grade | Listed Buildings

AutoCAD Courses

For an application pack please apply to
L Rmrz:;ednl c;;:r Vit . Personal Tuition: the fast way to learn
Wakefield Cathedral . Courses tailored to your requirements
. Training by experienced CAD architect
m‘é . Daytime or evening courses available
. 2-D & 3-D AutoCAD drawing service
. Central London location

Completed applications must be received by Friday |3th October 2006. Interviews will
be held early in November.
It is intended that the new appointment will run from |* January 2007.

020 7266 2506, 0791 5652057 dp_arch@yahoo.com
CAD Training Service




Thursday 26th October 2006
CBI Conference Centre, London WC1

CONFERENCES

. 1

Limited places still available, book today
www.ajmasterplanning.co.uk

Masterplanning 2000

Improving skills and understanding processes to create

successful masterplans

Featured speakers include:
Rob Cowan, Director, URBAN DESIGN GROUP

Eric Sorensen, Chief Executive,
THAMES GATEWAY LONDON PARTNERSHIP

Michael Lowndes, National Urban Design Director,
TURLEY ASSOCIATES

Jason Prior, Regional Vice President,
EDAW

David Leonard, Head of Design,
WESTFIELD SHOPPINGTOWNS

To register -
www.ajmasterplanning.co.uk

Masterplanning 2006 will:

B Provide a detailed review of what makes a
successful masterplan

W Explain the importance of clearly expressing your
aspirations in the Design and Access Statements

M Help you acquire key skills, techniques and
strategies for effectively engaging the community
and stakeholders

B Explore the need for sustainable future projects
and how masterplanning can play a part

B Offer you an insight into the most prolific
masterplans of today

)

CERTIFIE

Tel: 0845 056 8069 Email: constructconferences@emap.com g




@ CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED ENQUIRIES

Lucy Herdsman: T 020 7505 6873 F 020 7505 6750
lucy.herdsman@emap.com

MODEL MAKERS

MODELMAKERS

KANDOR MODELMAKERS

Tel 020 7251 6366
Fax 020 7608 3356

email: kandor@kandormodels.com
www.kandormodels.com

c o M B E R 3dd.co.uk

MODELMAKERS 020 8533 6592
LONDON @ MAIDSTONE @ INVERNESS

t: 020 7739 7933
S6LZL 6ELL 020

NETWORK

Visit our new website - 22 years in the making

www.networkmodelmakers.com

www.combermodels.com combermodels@btconnect.com

CONCEPT, PLANNING & MARKETING

FOR ALL YOUR MODELMAKING NEEDS,
CONTACT CARLOS SOUSA

PIPERS MODELS LTD
27-35 BEVENDEN STREET,
LONDON N1 é6BH

020 7250 0530
STUDIO@PIPERS.CO.UK

+44(0)1344 876776 WWW.PIPERS.CO.UK

+44(0)1344 876583 ; www thmprno. elmakers.com




MODEL MAKERS
Va FL'C Architectural Models +
S MODELS 3D Visualisations

CONCEPT, PLANNING & MARKETING

FOR ALL YOUR MODELMAKING NEEDS
CONTACT STEPHEN FOOKS

PIPERS FOOKS LTD
UNIT 2, CAPEL CLOSE, LEACON RD,
ASHFORD, KENT TN23 4GY

01233 63 68 68
STUDIO@PIPERSFOOKS.COM
WWW.PIPERSFOOKS.COM

BUL LROG 3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION
MODELS LTD PG

T: +44
Contact

STAN AUBERTIN
191-205 Cambridge Meath Road London E2 OEL
Tol. (no;fvi‘vn 5744 n-‘. (‘:ﬁ) 7729 ““k 20b Tower \\'orkshups
st R i il 58 Riley Road, London SE1 3DG

Telephone: 020 7394 7866
Facsimile: 020 7394 6798

3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION

thorp@atomitd.com
www.thorpmodelmakers.com

f. +44(0)1344 876583
Orp t +44(0)1344 876776
i |
vis |

visuAL_EYEs ©

please call o Email bt AL InleBvitant syms media o ub foc furiher detais

visual-ayes-media co uk




SKETCHBOOK / PEDRO ROOS

Sketch for a mixed-use scheme on the banks of
the Sestra River near St Petersburg, Russia.
By Pedro Roos of Paul Davis & Partners

58 AJ 21.09.06




3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION

3d visualisation

t. 01285 750555

Phone 01483 422070

mununc?n Fax 01483 422788

Ermronmantsl Pannyg 8 Ousign

To advertise here please contact
Lucy Herdsman on: 020 7505 6873
Email: lucy.herdsman@emap.com

info@designhive co uk
www designhive co uk

Khabary Future City

wedigitalimage«
SURVEYORS

thedigitalimageco

Land & Measured Building Surveys

Established over 12 years

KI \G

Land and Architectura eyors
YOUR CHOICE FOR ALL YOUR SURVEY NEEDS
Specialising in

Topographical Surveys  For large and small

2 +44(0) 208 447 B255 scale surveys using the latest high accuracy
a p r S e rV I ‘ e S k robotic instrumentation and G.P.S

£ Architectural Surveys - For plans and To advertise here please
land & measured building surveys mail@aprservices.net elevations using SurBuild building survey
L A e L softwase on pen map hand held computers contact
laser scanning & visualisation www.aprservices.net = ‘
’ Utility Surveys — For drainage and location of Lucy Herdsman on:

all underground utility services

POINTOOLS VIEW e« vkl | (W ey

pointcloud & model viewer www.pointools.com difficulr access Emall'
Kingalaad Surveyoss Limited lucy.herdsman@emap.com
Bridge Chambers
Bridge Street
@ Leatherhead PERSPECTIVES
callaus A
measured land and building surveys Tel. 01372 362059
b Fax. 01372 363059 DAVID HOARE
L T S T LT T Y e-mail - mail@kingslandsurveyors.co.uk ARCHITECTURAL ILLUSTRATOR

website - www| Innpl-ndlur\nnr- co.uk

the true measure of excellence

HAND DRAWN

-PERSPECTIVES

TEUFAX 020 8852 7508

t 020 8543 8884 e info@callidussurveys.co.uk

f 020 8543 6664 w  www.callidussurveys.co.uk

PLANS-SECTIONS-ELEVATIONS

the only professional survey practice specialising in measured building surveys for over 35 years

Michael Gallie & Partners | <o v momomnn (A3

www.michaelgallie.co.uk

Chartered Measured Building Surveyors (@:020-7394-111 ():020-7394-2499 RICS




@ éRODUCTS

Respond to these panels at www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect
Readers may also obtain information about these products by filling in the enquiry numbers on an AJ enquiry card.
Advertisers wishing to promote their products on these pages should contact Lucy Herdsman on 020 7505 6873.

ASH & LACY

AJ ENQUIRY 201

Ashzip 400 aluminium standing-
seam roofing was installed on

a new bus depot in Oxford. The
self-curved system is made of
0.9mm plain mill and stucco-
embossed aluminium sheets,
with a perforated liner to provide
acoustic performance. Sheets
were roll-formed on site. Call
0121 5251444 for information.

STORMKING

AJ ENQUIRY 202

Stormking has refitted its
Amington production plant with
the latest equipment, increasing
capacity for its closed-mould
vacuum-forming process. This
uses an advanced resin-transfer
manufacturing system to create
top-quality architectural details
with improved finishes. Call
01543 419284 for information.

SCHUCO AJ ENQUIRY 203 G-SPAN AJ ENQUIRY 204
The latest aluminium window G-Span architectural glass
system from Schiico delivers systems create stunning designs
exceptional insulation, to virtually any specification for
surpassing timber and equal facades, canopies, atria and
to PVC-U products. The Royal S roofs in any plane from vertical
75.HI+ window has a thermally to horizontal. They are tested to
broken profile, with multiple exceed CWCT and BSEN 13830,
divisions of space. It is available with heat-soaked toughened
in a dual-colour range. Call 01908 glass Kitemarked to BS 5713
282111 for more information. and tested to DIN 18516.
TROAX AJ ENQUIRY 205 DAVID BALL GROUP AJ ENQUIRY 206
A combination of Excalibur — =S David Ball's new terracing for

ILEVELTRUS JOIST

double-skin and Sabre single-
skin steel partitioning systems
from Troax UK can be used to
create extensive production
areas, storage and amenity
areas and offices, as in IM|
Components’ manufacturing
facility in Birmingham. Call
01793 542000 for information.

AJ ENQUIRY 207

The first company to meet the
North American Sustainable
Forestry Initiative's (SFI) Chain
of Custody System, llevel now
supplies I-joists in the UK that
are 100 per cent certified. This
system allows buyers to identify
the amount of timber that comes
from sustainable sources. Call
01785 255146 for information.

Centre Court at Wimbledon uses
a specially designed, lightweight
and water-resistant concrete.
The group makes cement-based
materials, including the world’s
first waterproofing admixture,
Pudlo, and guarantees watertight
construction. Call 01954 780687
for information.

AJ ENQUIRY 208

Carver, Italy's largest producer
of wood-flooring products, is
now available in the UK. The
range includes adhesives,
lacquers, oils and maintenance
products. Water-based products
are compliant with EU emission
standards. For stockists, contact
Carver@lahard.com or Lahard
Woodfloors on 0208 848 0015.




strategic views - urban planning - public consultation - visualisation - 3D GIS - height restrictions - emergency planning - animations - environmental studies

»
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Bristol Newcastle Torquay

What do we do!?

At Zmapping we produce geographically accurate digital 3D models of the
existing built environment. We have a number of sites in our library including
London, Bristol, Birmingham, Bath, Leeds, Sheffield, Swindon, the Thames
Gateway and the 2012 Olympic Games site as well as many more UK cities

How does it work?

You can open our models in any CAD program, locate your site, delete
buildings and drop in your own environment.

What does that mean for you?

You can rotate around your site, verify views from nearby streets, check sunlight

and shadows, create renderings, animations and real-time versions.
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What should you do next!

Log onto www.zmapping.com or call us for an informal chat about your
requirements on 020 7190 3306.

Prices start from £450. Conditions apply.

Zmapping
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