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GOOD, SOLID BUILDING

STUDIES WILL ALWAYS BE
THE MAINSTAY OF THE AJ

By Isabel Allen

Now that the dust has settled, responses to the
new AJ have graduated from the knee-jerk
‘wonderful’, ‘inspired’ or ‘absolutely dire’, and
become a little more considered. There isn’t
much we can do to appease the, thankfully
very few, readers who simply hate the whole
look and feel of the new AJ. But it would be
both foolish and cavalier to ignore those who
have more considered criticisms to make.
Perhaps the most worrying is the erroneous
but understandable perception that we have
abandoned the Building Studies which, as
Andrew Beard puts it on this week’s letters
page, ‘many of us used to turn to once a week
for our essential nourishment’.

Although we are delighted to be showcasing
the 78 buildings that have been recognised in
this year’s RIBA awards, the timing of the
announcement, immediately after our A] Corus
40 Under 40 issue, is far from ideal. Running two
bumper portmanteau issues in quick succession so

CONTRIBUTORS

soon after the relaunch may give the (entirely
false) impression that we have opted for bulk
and showiness for the relaunched AJ, and that
we are moving towards a catalogue format,
with the emphasis on definitive lists and captions
as opposed to more in-depth articles.

Normality, albeit a new and extremely
beautifully designed normality, will resume
with the next issue. We will be returning to
a more modest number of pages. And those who
have a sneaking suspicion that we have thrown
the baby out with the bathwater can rest assured.
We will continue to provide the technical
information that the AJ has always prided itself
on. A run of Building Studies will kick off next
week, with the emphasis not only on just-finished
projects but also on buildings that are either
currently under construction or already in use.
Good, solid Building Studies, complete with
working details when appropriate, are still
- and will always be — the mainstay of the AJ.

Carolyn Djanogly took the portrait
of Ken Yeang on pages 16-17.

A former television documentany
director, her first book of portraits,
Centurions, was published in 1999.

Dean Hawkes, formerly a professor
at the Welsh School of Architecture,
is an architect, writer and teacher. He
reviews Ruth Slavid’s book, Wood
Architecture, on pages 106-107.

Matthew Wells, whose drawings
appear on this week’s Sketchbook
(page 122), is a structural engineer
and director of London-based
company Techniker.
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ARCHITECTURE SCHOOL SEES HUGE IMPROVEMENT ENDANGERED SITES LISTED

The University of Central England is celebrating a The World Monuments
remarkable turnaround at its ailing architecture school. Fund has revealed its 2005

This time last year the Birmingham school posted list of most endangered sites
some of the worst results in academic history, when — including Edward Durell

only four of its 66 full-time students managed to pass Stone’s porthole-studded

their three-year degree. However, it was announced on building at Columbus Circle b
Tuesday (21 June), that 61 per cent of this year’s Part 1 in Manhattan, Alexander
students have succeeded in securing a degree. ‘Greek’ Thomson'’s St

Vincent Street Church,
Glasgow, and ‘every cultural
heritage site’ in Iraq.

RIBA PLANS TO INCREASE COMPETITIONS

The RIBA is developing plans to increase the

number of competitions held in Britain every

year fourfold. President-elect Jack Pringle told

the AJ that the institute has commissioned

Davis Langdon to investigate the property

and construction industry’s capacity for GRAY BACKED BY NEW EMPLOYER AS KIAD SUES

possible further design contests. The University of Kent has struck back on behalf of Don Gray, the
academic it poached from the Kent Institute of Art and Design (KIAD)

to set up a rival school of architecture. The universitys authorities have
accused KIAD — which is suing Gray (A] 16.06.05) — of unilaterally failing
to show up at a scheduled arbitration session.

ARB CASE COST REVEALED
The ARB’s Professional

Conduct Committee

spent £22 403 bringing
NEW GLASGOW MOTORWAY SLAMMED ‘trumped-up’ charges
Prominent Scottish architect Charlie against an innocent
Sutherland has slammed a controversial 62-year-old architect.
motorway extension in Glasgow. Anthony Rodgers,
LDA'S REED BRIDGE BACKED Sutherland hit out at the ‘hideous’£500 a partner at Market
LDA Design’s plans for an million proposal to extend the M74 into Harborough-based
iconic suspension bridge in the heart of the city. He told the AJ:'I'm practice B+R Partnership,
Cambridgeshire look likely to making a very personal point — which was cleared of all seven
get the go-ahead after winning seems to have ruffled a few feathers at counts of serious
backing from the East of the council professional incompetence
England Development Agency. at a hearing in April after
The scheme, known as the a year-long ordeal (A]
Bridge of Reeds, has emerged as 21.04.05).The sum is
a front runner in the search to GOVERNMENT PROBE INTO LOCAL PLANNING SYSTEM equivalent to the
find an East Anglian landmark. The government has launched a new investigation into registration fees of 300
the troubled local planning system. Over the next three architects and was only
years, researchers will attempt to find out whether the disclosed following a
recently introduced Planning and Compulsory Purchase Freedom of Information
Act 2004 has improved public confidence in it. request by the AJ.
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These stories and more appeared online this week. For breaking news visit www.ajplus.co.uk/news

QUANGO CALLS FOR MORE CREATIVE PFI EDUCATIONAL DESIGNS
Education quango School Works has highlighted the design problems found in
PFI projects. The advisory body, which aims to improve design and construction

within the education sector, is concerned that new schools are suffering under the

current regime. Speaking at a seminar on Tuesday (21 June), Ty Goddard, the
organisation’s chief executive, demanded that architects ‘think more creatively’.

ENGLISH HERITAGE STAFF GO ON STRIKE
The financial crisis plaguing English
Heritage came to a head on Tuesday (21

June) when 500 of its members engaged in
a summer solstice strike. Many of those who
went on strike were quantity surveyors and
architects who have been hit by the heritage
body’s plans to scale back their work.The
move comes in the wake of its decision not
to replace nine architects when they retire.

ARCHITECT FINED

Architect Deborah Parker
of Islington, north London,
has been found guilty of
unacceptable professional
conduct by the ARB’s
Professional Conduct
Committee. Parker was
fined £600 for failing

to address problems on

a scheme in Blackheath,
south-east London. She
was also found guilty of
working for a brief time
as an architect while not
on the ARB register.

AJ 23.06.05

SMC TO SNAP UP TWO MORE PRACTICES
The SMC Group has revealed plans

to take over another two architectural
practices by the end of the year — only
days after it snapped up two northern
firms. The recently floated company
completed the acquisitions of Manchester
and Lancaster-based Corstorphine &
Wright Hills Erwin and Leeds-based
Philip Lees and Associates last week.

CONTROVERSIAL BATH SPA ‘TO OPEN BY EASTER 2006’
Bath council and its contractors claim that the
long-awaited Bath Spa project will finally open next
Easter. The controversial building has stood empty

for months due to a dispute between the contractor
Mowlem, the architect Grimshaw and the council.
Following a condition survey of the site carried out
by Capita Symonds, the council is now predicting that
the spa could open its doors in April 2006.

FOSTER’S F1 BUILDING SCOOPS ROYAL AWARD

Foster and Partners’ headquarters building for
the McLaren Formula One motor-racing
team has won the Royal Fine Art Commission
Trust Building of the Year Award. The building,
which is considered one of Foster’s best in
recent years, was given the prize at a special
event last Thursday (16 June).

UK PLANNING SLATED
A right-wing think
tank has issued a report
attacking Britain’s
planning system and
blaming it for the
shortage of affordable
homes. The Policy
Exchange group, which
is associated with the
Conservative Party,

is claiming that a
‘Soviet-style’ planning
regime has resulted in
the UK population
living in ‘some of the
smallest, oldest and
costliest homes in the
developed world’.

THE NEW AJ NEWS SERVICE

All AJ subscribers are

now able to view a special
news service accessed
online. All of the biggest
architectural news stories
will be delivered to your
inbox in the form of a
daily email newsletter

and can also be seen at
www.ajplus.co.uk. And
every week in the pages

of the AJ the news team
will analyse all the
biggest stories and all
the most important events.
You will have received

a letter from AJ editor
Isabel Allen outlining
this new subscription
package and delivering
your password to the

new website.




Cool ideas

Schiico SunControl

As effective at controlling a building’s internal temperature as
they are at adding unmistakable style to its exterior, Schiico
SunControl shading systems now have fittings that cut the cost
of new-build installations and retrofits. Available in glass or alu-
minium with either fixed or movable louvres, SunControl can
be specifed with a motorised control option to enable it to
become an active component of an integrated whole-building
management system.

Schuico ~ innovative thinking for the whole building envelope.
For more information, contact 01908 282111 or visit www.schue-
co.co.uk today.
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NEWS

TRAUMA

By Ed Dorrell

Scotland’s embryonic bid to
create a version of the CABE
design review process north of
the border has already hit a
series of problems that threatens
to derail the entire project.

Both HOK International
and Aberdeen City Council
are fuming over the criticism
of a scheme they proposed in
the first-ever Architecture and
Design Scotland (A&DS) design
review meeting.

The proposals — for a £150
million masterplan in Aberdeen
city centre called the Bon
Accord Quarter — were slated
by the review committee for
being ‘driven almost entirely
be commercial and retail
imperatives’. The plan was
also accused of ‘lacking any
kind of architectural vision’

(A] Plus 13.06.05).

Phillip Wren, HOK's

head of retail developments,

AJ 23.06.05

Netherlands-based landscape and urban
design firm West 8 has won the competition
for central London's highly contentious Jubilee
Gardens site on the South Bank. The firm saw
off the three other shortlisted practices in the
international competition: Gross Max, Thomas
Heatherwick and EDAW. West 8's designs

were based primarily on the concept of

an undulating green park, which, through
landscaping, will have a series of hills and
‘look-outs’ for views up and down the Thames.
The practice has also developed concepts for
lighting at night, which, it claims, will create ‘a
spectacular display that will animate the park’.

FOR SCOTTISH CABE

is understood to have written
to Sebastian Tombs, the new
chief executive of A&DS, about
the review session, questioning
the fairness of the system and
demanding that the protocol
for meetings be changed.

The complaints he is
understood to have cited in
the letter include allegations
that there were more than
double the number of people
present than had been
advertsed and that the time
allowed for the presentation
was considerably shorter than
HOK had expected.

However, the biggest of
HOK’s concerns was that the
minutes of the meeting were
published online — even though
the project had not yet gone
to public consultation.

A&DS is believed to
be worried that the Freedom
of Information Act — which

is being enforced more
stringently in Scotland than
in England — is likely to force
the body to publish all the
minutes of its design review
meetings in future.

In England, CABE has
long insisted that the success
of design review is largely down
to the fact that developers and
architects feel comfortable
bringing schemes to be
reviewed at the pre-planning
stage because the meetings
are held behind closed doors.

If it is compulsory for all
A&DS-reviewed schemes to be
published, developers are likely
to refuse to present them.

Sandy Beattie, a planning
officer who attended the design
review meeting with HOK, told
the AJ that the event had been
wholly unacceptable.

He said:'HOK was advised

to present the scheme one way

and then it turned out A&DS
wanted it a different way.

‘The minutes were
published without our consent,
which is well within its rights,
but we think it would have
been very good to have
allowed us to respond first.

Beattie added: ‘“The
reviewers saw an early draft
of the scheme, and to publicly
criticise it was probably very
counter-productive.

Tombs said the procedural
problems were being looked
into by A&DS. He also added
that he would respond to Wren’s
letter by the end of this week.

He said: “We are going
to have take this problem to
the Freedom of Information
commissioner to see whether
we have to publish the details
of all our meetings. It will be
interesting to see what he has
to say.

1




NEWS IN PICTURES

1. View of Bishopsgate
Tower from Waterloo
Bridge. Richard Rogers’
tower is to its right,
masking the ‘Gherkin’

2. Landscaping and art
works run across the site

3. First-floor level; the
office lobby is accessed
by escalators

4. Typical office floor in
open-plan mode; it can be
cellular. The tower could
subdivide into two without
difficulty

12
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5. The canopy at street level.
Its primary function is wind protection

AJ 23.06.05

KPF PLANS HIGHEST TOWER IN
CITY’S TALL BUILDINGS CLUSTER

A 307m sculpted glazed tower on
Bishopsgate in central London has been
submitted for planning permission, with
the backing of City planners. Following
opposition to an original tower design by
Helmut Jahn two years ago, the scheme’s
German investment client, DIFA, bought
the site next door and appointed a new
architect, KPF. If it does win planning,
Bishopsgate Tower will form the highest
element to date of the planned ‘eastern
cluster’ of tall buildings the City is
ambitious to promote, and will be similar
in height to Renzo Piano’s ‘shard’ building,
which will be sited across the river at
London Bridge. The proposal is close

to the old CU Tower (now the Aviva
Building) and the tower planned by

the Richard Rogers Partnership for

the British Land Company. Key design
elements of the KPF tower include:

+ the folding form, comprising ‘snakeskin’
glazed panels, which are intended to

give a shimmering effect as they wrap
around the Arup structure in two planes;
« the cutaway top, forming a distinctive
skyline element quite unlike near
neighbours Tower 42 and Swiss Re;

« the canopy at the base of the building,
the structure and form of which derive
from the computer-designed facade; and
« the 18m-high entrance to the complex,
which includes public uses at ground-floor,
first-floor and second-floor levels,
complemented by a publicly accessible
restaurant and bar at floors 42 and 43.
The proposal benefits from the wider
footprint created by DIFA's site purchase.
The tower, which will become Britain’s
second-tallest building after Piano’s Shard
of Glass, will stay out of key views of the
St Paul's dome from Fleet Street/Ludgate
Hill. At the ground plane the proposal has
a free-form urban landscape quality. KPF's
Lee Polisano has now been given the rare
opportunity to design two major towers
on the same street — work on his design for
Gerald Ronson’s Bishopsgate site, the
Heron Tower, is expected to start on site
later this year.

By Paul Finch
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FORM AND STRUCTURE
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The 88,000m? of offices, retail and

public space in KPF's development
are mainly contained in a tower of

sheared cones, filleting to tapered
planes. The canopy derives from

tangential arcs unwrapped

parametrically along the facade
planes. The skinis setoutas a

repeating 1.5m module from the

base vector of the building, resulting
in overlapping shear on the facade.
Each set of panels is also tilted

parametrically in relation to the

design surface, hence the nickname
‘snakeskin’. Primary structure is

governed by the demands of the

cladding, producing a series of

columns that are straight but

never vertical. Perimeter stabili

is provided by a Vierendeel tube,

stiffened (but only where necessary)

by diagonal bracing elements, linked

into continuous spiral lines or

The ventilated cavity facade
has a thermally broken,

chains.

segmented

inner skin; the cavity is naturally

ventilated from the outside. The

double-glazed inner skin provides a
thermal and weather-tight barrier.
Solar-control blinds are located
within the tower’s facade. The

natural-ventilation facade is part of

energy design
elements within the scheme,

a series of low-

including biomass CHP, bore holes,

tion of daylight to

imisa
reduce the need for artificial lighting.

PVS and maxi

1 g

The tube structure is

braced, but only where

6.

structural analysis has

shown it

ial

t

is essen

7. Section through
the canopy facade

sl
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RHEINZINK' ... e e zinc

RHEINZINK® products are only made up
of a single constituent: RHEINZINK®. They
have not been galvanised or coated but
are solid “through and through”. It is with
good reason that this patented alloy has
become synonymous with quality and long-
lasting value in the construction industry.
This "full-value material” stands out due

to its many positive characteristics: RHEIN-

ZINK® is superbly suitable for seaming,

folding and soft soldering. It has an
extremely long service life and an exem-
plary ecological profile. Its colour blends
in with other building materials, making
it suitable for both “classic and modern”
styles. These benefits are offered by all
roofing, facade and roof drainage pro-
ducts made of RHEINZINK® - good rea-

sons for opting for a “100%" solution.

Solid RHEINZINK®-Titanium Zinc
MADE IN GERMANY

An environmentally friendly
building product

Produced in: bright-rolled and
spreweatheredP™” formats

Long-life span, maintenance - free

Excellent seaming and
soft soldering capabilities

Self-healing surface

RHEINZINK U K., Cedar House, Cedar Lane, Frimley, Camberley, Surrey GU16 7HZ, UK

Tel. +44 (0) 1276 - 686725, Fax: +44 (0) 12 76 - 64480, E-Mail: info@rheinzink.co.uk, www.rheinzink.co.uk
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AGENDA

THE ODD COUPLE

By Richard Waite

16

Roll up, roll up, ladies and
gentleman, and feast your eyes
on one of the strangest couples
in architecture. They're
international. They're massive.
And now they’re green too.
Introducing the all-new
Llewelyn Davies Yeang.

Of all the places in
the world, who would ever
have predicted that superstar
eco-architect Ken Yeang would
choose to park his incredible
sustainable roadshow on the
doorstep of commercial giant
Llewelyn Davies (LD)?

Even as Yeang poses for
the photographer in the foyer
of the practice’s London office,
it’s still hard to believe he has
decided to join up with the 13th
largest practice in the UK. And
let’s be honest, Llewelyn Davies
has hardly set the world on fire
in the last few years.

But don’t be fooled. The

CAROLYN DJANOGLY

Malaysian-born architect may
look an unlikely bedfellow next
to the towering figure of LD’
principal director Stephen
Featherstone, but both sides
have done their homework.
It’s a clever and timely union,
and the pair are right to be
optimistic about the new
company’s future.

“This is an ideal
combination, which will create
a unique practice, says Yeang.
‘With our green expertise and
LD’ exceptional record in
delivering planning strategies,
it is a mutually beneficial
relationship that will give me
a foothold in the First World.’

Whatever observers may
think of Yeang’s appointment,
this is not just a flash of
show-stopping ringside smoke.
Admittedly, as one employee
says, the move will bring
‘a touch of glamour’ to
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TR Hamzah & Yeang's award-winning
National Library Building in Singapore

a 140-strong practice that for
too long has been associated
with airports and urban
planning. But the impact
for LD will be far-reaching,
and Yeang will now cast his
ecological eye over every
project that comes off the
company’s drawing board.
He is already lined up
to work on the recently won
Dubai light-rail scheme — a
massive project that includes
the design of 30 new stations.
Nevertheless, Yeang is not
interested in paying mere lip
service to ‘innovative and
sustainable design’, and the
existing LD team will quickly
have to get to grips with
this all-encompassing ethos.
‘Obviously, different people
have different definitions of
green architecture, says Yeang,
who has just finished penning
an ecological design manual.
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‘But there are too many
misperceptions of what green
architecture actually is.
‘Photovoltaic cells and
wind turbines are just green
gadgets. These are interesting
experiments, but we are not
quite there yet. There has to
be an integration on physical,
systematic and temporal levels
He admits this approach
could affect the way schemes
look in the future. ‘I also believe
ecological architecture will not
be Modernist. It will be a new
aesthetic and I'm not sure what
that will be. I'm looking for it.
‘If you're introducing
design for disassembly — so
that the whole building can
be recycled — then the whole
aesthetic changes,’ he adds.
Yeang, who will continue
to be involved with his practice
TR Hamzah & Yeang in Kuala
Lumpur, is clearly keen to crack

on with new projects and

he can't hide his ambitions

to ‘build big and green’. He
explains: “We are looking for
high-end work in the UK and
waiting for someone to instruct
us to do a bioclimatic tower.

‘It takes a certain architect
to be able to do a big building
— a certain amount of maturity.
And to do big buildings that are
green is a challenge. But, to us,
it doesn’t matter what type of
building we do; we are looking
at a green hospital and at
biophilia — how vegetation
and landscaping can help
people recover faster.

One of the major factors
in Yeang’s move to London was
clearly the pull of his extended
family. His two sisters, half a
dozen cousins and numerous
uncles already live in the UK.

Another unexpected benefit
of the switch is that Llewelyn

Davies Yeang can now farm
out surplus work to Malaysia,
where costs are a third cheaper
and where the time difference
will allow it to operate around
the clock.

So how did Yeang, who was
born in Penang in 1948 and has
been based in the Far East since
1976, end up here in London?
The answer lies in an unusually
intertwined history going back
nearly three decades. LD is
no stranger to us. Stephen’s is
a fourth-generation leadership
and I started working with the
second generation back in the
1970s,Yeang explains.

Featherstone adds: “When
I was a boy at the AA, Ken was
a man at the AA. Now we are
setting up a holistic firm with
something significant to offer.

Only a clown would
ignore the potential of the
new Llewelyn Davies Yeang.
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AGENDA

By Richard Waite

SMASH OR SAVE?

The media coverage of John
Prescott’s Pathfinder housing
regeneration projects has not
been kind.

As the government pumps
millions of pounds into the nine
housing renewal areas in the
north of England, criticism
of the 15-year plans continues
to make the headlines, even
though many of the schemes
have barely got off the ground.

Demolition programmes in
Bootle, Liverpool and Nelson,
Lancashire — where a raft
of pre-1919 terraced houses,
including Ringo Starr’s former
home, are to be bulldozed —
have come up against heated
opposition from residents.

Conservation group
SAVE Britain’s Heritage has
entered into the debate, raising
questions in the House of
Commons about ‘whether
demolition is necessary’ and

labelling the local authority’s
efforts to ‘halt the decline of
the housing market’ in Nelson
as ‘misguided’.

The AJ has also been
involved. Last month we
reported on a television
documentary which revealed
that scores of ‘uninhabitable’
homes in the north could be
renovated just as cheaply as it
would cost to knock them down
(AJ 12.05.05). A project featured
on Tonight with Trevor MacDonald
proved that it was possible
to renovate an abandoned
terraced house in Liverpool for
less than £24,000. The building
is still earmarked for flattening.

However, this is not the
full story of the Pathfinder
projects. Not all of these
housing renewal schemes
rely on widespread demolition;
this is not the equivalent of
post-war slum clearance.

In many of the areas
targeted for Housing Market
Renewal Initiatives in the
north-east, Yorkshire and the
Midlands, these schemes offer
the only real hope for dying
communities. In parts of
Lancashire, nearly a quarter
of the houses under review
have been classed as ‘unfit’,
compared with only 7 per cent
across the country as a whole.

As the ODPM’s website
states: “These areas are
characterised by limited
market choice, the departure of
economically active households,
poor condition of unpopular
housing, poor facilities and
inadequate local services”

And, perhaps surprisingly,
there are plenty of architects
who are willing to get involved
in the Pathfinder schemes —
and many of those entrusted
to draw up these early
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masterplans are battling
to prioritise good design.

Andrew May and Anita
Howard of Leeds-based practice
Allen Tod Architecture have
been asked to mastermind
the revival of three estates in
Edlington, near Doncaster,
South Yorkshire.

The former mining town
needs a ‘radical improvement
in the character and diversity
of its neighbourhoods’ and the
practice is determined to put
quality design at the centre
of its 10-year plan.

May says: ‘It’s early days
so far... [but] I'm confident
that we have proposed a
framework for development
that follows good urban-design
principles and offers sufficient
flexibility for the changes that
will develop over the period
of regeneration.

May insists current schemes
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will not fall into the same trap
as previous attempts to improve
struggling communities. He
says: ‘Pathfinder is very different
from early mass-housing
schemes because they were
social programmes taking
place outside of the market.
‘With Pathfinder, the whole
process is driven by the need to
give people on failed estates the
opportunity to enter the market
and take advantage of the
choice that entails. The “Holy
Grail” is the scheme that
successfully enables those who
can’t be in the market to mix
in with those who can, and
for a progression route to
exist from one to the other’
The yardstick for
measuring success can therefore
be calculated in terms of
improving property values.
‘We will know that the project
has worked if Edlington’s house

prices generally get closer
to those of nearby successful
settlements and it develops
good-quality housing and
public space... and the
community begins to regain

a sense of self-esteem,’ says May.

May also acknowledges
the importance of having
residents on board, a factor
that admittedly seems to be
lacking on the Merseyside
Pathfinder developments.

He says: “We didn’t have
a vision that was separate
from consultation. We expected
considerable resistance to some
of the more radical proposals.
However, I think the lead-in
work to these proposals, which
involved residents and others,
enabled a sense of trust to
be developed!

Of course, there are going
to be risks. Martin Crookston
of Llewelyn Davies Yeang,

1. A house renovated by
the Tonight with Trevor
MacDonald team for £24,000

2. Allen Tod’s plans for
the revitalisation of
Edlington, South Yorkshire

who is working on the Walker
Riverside project in Newcastle’s
east end, is well aware of the
potential pitfalls. Among them
is the ability to maintain
long-term commitments to
quality design, whatever the
good intentions of the ‘clients’
at the outset.

Crookston says:‘As ever,
there is a danger that the
aspirations of the masterplan
will end up as the same old
UK ’80s to "90s stuff.

‘Newcastle City Council
[for example] talks the talk,
but is hard work because of its
inability to a hold a consistent
design line.

Only time will tell if all
the Pathfinder schemes are
vital regeneration tools, or just
monumental and expensive
flops. In the meantime, prepare
to read plenty more stories
about bulldozers.
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ASTRAGAL

‘He was always
looking to the
future. But he
wasn’t interested
in being
remembered’

Will Alsop on Cedric
Price. Guardian, 18.06.05

‘Eco-friendly

is not ecological,
it is a euphemism
dreamed up

by ad-men’

John Stone in a letter to
the Guardian, 16.06.05

‘Rem has
compared our
relationship to
that of a horse
and jockey.
Sometimes I'm
the horse and
he’s the jockey,
sometimes it’s the
other way round’

Cecil Balmond. Guardian,
20.06.05

I think the
architecture is junk’

Sculptor Richard Serra on
the Guggenheim Bilbao.
Observer, 19.06.05
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MURPHY’S STOUT CLAIM
The RIBA awards have only
just been announced and the
architectural establishment is
speculating about which of the
71 winning schemes will go on
to make up the Stirling shortlist.
No one has been quite as vocal
about their favourite project as
Richard Murphy. It appears he
has fallen in love with 0’'Donnell
+ Tuomey’s Lewis Glucksman
Gallery in Cork. Midway
through last Friday’s awards
ceremony, Murphy came over
to the Dublin-based architects
and exclaimed: ‘If you're not
on the Stirling shortlist, I will
resign from the RIBA. Astragal
does not intend to offer any
guidance on which way
observers should bet.

NORMAN CONQUEST
And while Mr Murphy is
getting het up by the Stirling

WWW . LOUTSHELLMAN ., CO. UK

£R, IM SURE WE CAN
IMPROVE ON WHAT WAS
DONE IN THE 60s ANDT0s !

shortlist north of the border,
it would seem Richard Saxon
has also had it on his mind, but

with even more serious portents.

We’'ll all be ‘done for’, Saxon
warned at the awards, if Enric
Miralles’ Scottish Parliament
picks up the big one. According
to he of the spectacular white
beard, there really is no
debate... it has to be King
Norman’s Millau Viaduct.

Well, that’s settled, then.

STAMP IT OUT

Those assembled at the Park
Lane Hilton bash had the
dubious honour of a speech
from the still relatively new
chair of the RIBA Trust, former
arts minister Tessa Blackstone.
One group of architects from
the other side of the Irish
Channel couldn't believe
Blackstone’s plummy voice was
for real. The highlight of her

speech was a passing mention
that architecture would soon

be exhibited on postage stamps.
What this will mean is unclear,
but one cannot help imagine

it will involve a fuzzy image of
Christopher Wren and St Paul’s.
Let’s hope not.

CAREER DEVELOPMENT
The usual attempts at
spontaneous wit were featured
in George Ferguson’s speech.
‘Old Red Trousers’ was clearly
feeling a little melancholy, due,
Astragal assumes, to it being
one of his last major affairs

as president. At one stage he
demanded that all the clients
in the audience stood up to

be applauded. Could this be

a pointer to the work Ferguson
will be up to next: development,
perhaps? Anyone for an Urban
Splash-style warehouse
conversion in Bristol?
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OPINION / PETER DAVEY

THE PARLIAMENT’S CHAMBER IS AN
IMPRESSIVE VOLUME, BUT ITS ROOF
SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN DESIGNED BY
AALTO AFTER A HEAVY NIGHT OUT

24

Offered the opportunity to visit
Edinburgh to see how the place
has fared since I was a student
there 40 years ago, I jumped
at it. Apart from flying visits,
I hadn’t been back since my
studies. Edinburgh is much
transformed — quite a lot for
the better. It’s much cleaner
for a start. Our hotel was in
the Grassmarket, underneath
the castle, which in the past
was a dark, dank, stinking sink,
populated with sinister herds
of roaming drunken derelicts.
Now (on Friday nights at least)
the new bright bars are full of
drunken would-be yuppies —
cleaner and less frightening, but
more noisy. Next morning, the
city’s cleansing department was
on hands and knees gathering
litter from the pavements.
Seeing Edinburgh'’s
wonderful structure and
topography again made clear
how bad our planning tuition
was. Edinburgh’s 18th- and
19th-century planners were
all determined that no vista
should be without termination
in monument, sea or mountain.
They imposed a rational
Enlightenment grid over the
topography, bridging the
chasms and leaving the lower
levels (like the Grassmarket)
to services and the poor.
Down there, life seemed almost
medieval, even in the middle

of the 20th century. Our tutors,
uninterested in the challenge
of bringing light to the depths,
were busily conniving in the
destruction of some of the
earliest gems of 18th-century
planning, like George and

St James’ Squares — one was
largely replaced with lumpen
academic boxes, the other with
a monstrous shopping centre.
The dreadfulness continued for
many years and still does. The
10-year-old Festival Square,
clumsily designed largely
under Terry Farrell’s aegis, is
second-rate, coarse and empty.
Yet it is only a 10-minute walk
from Charlotte Square, Robert
Adam delicate late 18th-
century masterpiece, one of the
finest urban spaces in Europe.
Now the city is apparently
looking for central sites for tall
buildings. If that were rumoured
in Prague, there would be an
international outcry.

Of course, one of the main
reasons for wanting to go to
Edinburgh again was to see
the new Parliament building.

It has certainly had impact.
The bottom end of the Royal
Mile, once scarcely visited,

is now packed with tourists.
They crowd around the
entrance and are admitted in
groups. Miralles seems to have
enjoyed introducing apparently
arbitrary pinch-points in all his

routes, and because the plan’s
parti is based on no more than
a handful of leaves and twigs
thrown on a table, spaces and
their relationships often seem
totally illogical. There are,

of course, some impressive
volumes, such as the chamber
itself, but, even there, the roof
seems to have been designed by
Aalto after a heavy night out,
and glare can be overwhelming.
Detailing throughout is totally
arbitrary, and very expensive

— there seems to be no reason
at all for the strange scab-like
excrescences over the windows,
except perhaps that Miralles
was frightened of openings. It
is quite the most wilful building
that | have ever seen. The

full story of the Parliament’s
catastrophic design process is
yet to be told (libel laws are
very tough in Scotland).

I went straight from
Parliament to Benson &
Forsyth’s Scottish Museum,

a masterpiece of construction,
urbanity, geometry, display,
logic, poetry, space and light.
It’s a really fine building -
finished on time and to cost

— and a great addition to one
of Europe’s finest cities. [ want
to go back.

Peter Davey is the former editor

of The Architectural Review.
Email: columnists(@emap.com
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WAS 40 UNDER 40 AN EXEMPLARY UNDERTAKING...

The new AJ is 5o significant a departure from the old model that

[ wanted to view more than one issue before passing comment. It
is pithy, taut and well-composed, and the balance of style co-habits
successfully with golden oldies such as Astragal ef al. The coverage
of 40 Under 40 was exemplary and a great showcase for some
very fine work — by comparison, I was a participant in the last 40
Under 40 exhibition, which I think merited around six pages total
in a rival publication.You can add my name to your supporters.
Yours (now over 40),

Keith R Williams, London

... MISSING SOME VITAL ENTRANTS...

I enjoyed your bumper 40 Under 40 issue and look forward to
following the development of the careers of an exciting array of
talent. But I cannot help feeling that there is someone missing.
Surely there is a conservation architect worthy of inclusion?

The stereotype of the historic-buildings architect as a
provincial corduroy-trousered sixty-something does not reflect the
reality that there are young conservation architects doing energetic,
challenging and excellent work. Working on old buildings forms
a significant part of the workload of many practices in the UK,
but remains a marginal topic in most architecture schools, in the
corridors of the RIBA and in the architectural press. Come on
AJ, be radical. Give us the shock of the old.

Trevor Hewett, via email

... AN EXPRESSION OF ELITIST MODERNISM...

As one of the 40 Under 40 in 1985, it was interesting to observe
the lack of diversity in the current selection. The 2005 40 is a
‘right-on’ collection of mainstream Moderns of a kind beloved

by elderly professionals, but not much loved by anyone else (see
Mary Hotham’s letter (A] 02.06.05)). In 1985 there were several
traditional architects, today there are none. I know traditional
architects made submissions this time, so why were none included?

In-depth analysis: up to the minute daily alerts.
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It would be too easy (and simply incorrect) to say that
they were rejected solely on the lack of quality. So what does this
tell us? Firstly, the selection of the jury can produce predictable
results. Secondly, it shows a growing intolerance at the top end of
the profession (see also Rogers’ intervention in Chelsea). Thirdly,
it shows the conformity of many younger architects. It seems that
the radical alternative is now in the popular traditions of the wider
community, rather than the elitist traditions of Modernism.

Robert Adam, Robert Adam Architects, Winchester

... ORJUST SUPERFICIAL AND BANAL?

Is it really an improvement to have all these fashion shots of
architects posing in their offices? Some of us could just about stand
one a week, but really! A few seem to be doing good buildings, but
it’s hard to see how they will get the really useful information

they will need in the future from the AJ if the last two issues are
anything to go by. There was not a single legible or annotated plan
to be seen. When are we going to get these ‘even more in-depth
building studies’? Or was this week’s Working Details (without
much context) meant to be it? Those studies are what many of us
used to turn to once a week for our essential nourishment. Is the
Sergison Bates cover (A] 09.06.05) meant to be an example, with
its bit of exposed stud walling supposedly ‘in depth’. Or is this the
new emphasis on ‘process’? Come off it! This kind of superficiality
is all too common these days. It doesn’t make you unique at all.
Andrew Beard, Stroud

ANEW DESIGN TO EXCEED ALL EXPECTATIONS

The first issue of the new-format A] was impressive. The second

is remarkable. Britain seems at last to have a magazine that is
capable of reflecting the richness and diversity of its architectural
culture. It is elegant, intelligent, surprising and well paced. All the
things that one hoped for of a magazine every week, but somehow
never dared expect.

Deyan Sudjic, via email
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PAWLEY’S SPIKY EXTERIOR HID A GENEROUS SOUL...
I enjoyed the very recognisable pictures of Martin Pawley
(AJ 02.06.05), but don’t let’s forget his essay-length pieces for
Blueprint - for my money sometimes his very best writing.

Also, lurking within the irascible one, is a very generous
person. I once put his slides into the carousel for a lecture at the
AA. Every single one was back to front. He carried on cheerfully.

Another time, I got a phone call one February evening
while my self-organised lecture tour of the US was falling to bits.
‘Can you hear me?’ came the voice down a crackling line from
Tallahassee. ‘Get here by 20 April and you'll be visiting scholar
for the week.' I did, and the fee paid for the entire trip.

Gillian Darley, via email
PS. 1 like the redesign, very much.

... AND THE MAN HIMSELF PUTS THINGS STRAIGHT
Actually the number plate was PKO376W, Peter Carolin, but
thanks for the memory. As for Peter Murray, The Private Future
was first published in 1973, 13 years before you claimed.
Martin Pawley, via email

BARNS ARE WORTHY OF OUR CAREFUL ATTENTION
Austin Williams must have a strange attitude to architecture when
he says ‘education is not just a honey pot of cash architects should
be bidding for like they would a barn conversion’ (A] 09.06.05).

I do a lot of barn conversions and I do not bid for them.
I think I do them well, having received two conservation awards.
I've ‘done’ schools; in fact I've ‘done’ many building types, including
barns for farmers, in my 52 years of practice.

Barn conversions are to be someone’s home, they deserve
and get my architectural input equal to any other job. I am sure
I am not alone in my architectural application.
Nick Woodhams, via email
PS.TI'm not impressed with the new format of the A] = I have been
reading it now for some 60 years. But I do wish you well with it.

Exciting new columnists: Tom Bloxham, Peter Davey, Holly Porter, Will Alsop.

The new AJ Be better informed
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AN ANSWER TO ASTRAGAL'S MUSINGS...
Astragal — ‘in Las Vegas’ no less — wonders when the RIBA
will begin researching the history of the institute (A] 02.06.05).

Dr Irena Murray and her team in the British Architectural
Library are already assisting such a project, working closely with
the historian and author, Alan Powers. Publication of his definitive
account is scheduled for 2009 — our 175th anniversary year.
Charles Knevitt, director, RIBA Trust, London

... AND A QUESTION MARK OVER HIS ATTENDANCE

I took part in the debate at Grand Designs Live on ‘Is modern
or traditional architecture better for the countryside?’ in order
to say that we should have stopped arguing about this long ago,
and accept the case for pluralism. I wonder whether Astragal
(AJ 16.06.05) was actually there, or whether I was at another
debate somewhere else?

Alan Powers, University of Greenwich, London

‘OUTSTANDING’ CULLINAN DESERVES GOLD MEDAL

I have written to the RIBA recommending that Edward Cullinan
be awarded the Gold Medal on many occasions. However, the
RIBA has, so far, not seen the true merit of recognising one of
the important humanists of our period.

Cullinan has contributed much to architectural polemic
from the 1950s to the present day and continues to make the most
outstanding range of buildings, backed by philosophical and
pragmatic reasoning from a depth of thinking that is quite rare.
Julyan Wickham, Wickham van Eyck Architects, London

For a full appraisal of Edward Cullinan's career
or to add your views, visit www.ajplus.co.uk/forum

Please address letters to The Editor, The Architects’ Journal, 151 Rosebeny
Avenue, London EC1R 4GB, fax 020 7505 6701, or email angela.
newton@emap.com to arrive by 10am on the Monday before publication.
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Event Dates

PART 1: 30 JUNE - 3 JULY 2005
PART 2: 7 JULY - 10 JULY 2005

Business Design Centre, London N1

For 20 years New Designers has been the foremost
exhibition of truly fresh creative talent. New Designers
delivers an event brimming with innovation in every
design discipline from jewellery to architecture.

Be inspired by genuinely original thinking and

catch the next generation of design leaders before
somebody else.

Discount ticket offer:
Book your tickets at the discounted price of £7.50*

by quoting code AJ9? at newdesigners.com or by
calling 08701 222890

www.newdesigners.com

* Ticket price of £7.50 is not inclusive of booking fee. Please quole the code to
benefit from this Special offer. Standard on the door admission price is £10.95
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RIBA AWARDS / SOUTH

ALTON LIBRARY

Hampshire County Council

Client: HCC Library

30

Headquarters

The site for this library is
irreqular. Clever inclusion
of a retaining wall has
yielded a valuable and
interesting internal floor
area at ground level.

The formal rectangular
volume of the upper floors
sits above this. The
building is harmonious
with its setting, while
maintaining a strong
contemporary quality.

£1.274 million. 740m*
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WESTON ADVENTURE
PLAYGROUND

Finch Macintosh Architects
Client: Weston Adventure
Playground

This project involves the
remodelling of play areas
and an indoor play facility
for pre-schoolers to 18-
year-olds in Southampton.
The result is a ‘timber

fort’ above a stockade

that resorts to neither
stereotype nor pastiche.

A gallery at tree-top level
gives great vantage over
woodland and water.

£679,762. 297m*

AJ 23.06.05
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THE GRANARY AT CROWMARSH
BATTLE FARM

Spratley & Woodfield

Client: Crowmarsh Battle Farm

I'his working arable farm at Benson
in Oxfordshire seeks to diversify

into rural commercial sectors by
refurbishing buildings for office and
other uses. Due to decay, the entire
structure was craned to an adjacent
area for repair. It is an exemplary
essay in repair and exploiting

a building’s existing character.

£114,000. 86m°




RIBA AWARDS / SOUTH

CHEMISTRY RESEARCH LAB
RMJM London

Client: Oxford University
Estates Directorate

Oxford University’s new
laboratory is constructed for
postgraduate research for the
500 students and staff it hopes
to attract from around the
world. It combines lab and
office elements and a social
atrium. The most striking
innovation is the controlled
presence of daylight and
views between the elements.

£47.8 million. 15,750m’

CHRIS GASCOIGNE/VIEW

32 AJ 23.06.05
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RIBA AWARDS / SOUTH-WEST

NAUTILUS APARTMENTS
Guy Greenfield Architects
Client: Guy Greenfield
Architects

This 28-unit project in
Westward Ho, Devon,

is a response to the decline
in demand for traditional
holiday accommodation.
Procured by the architect/
client using direct labour,
it embodies the power
and movement of the
ocean, using the section
of a nautilus shell — as

the plan spirals, each

unit increases in width.

£2.65 million. 2,520m°

PAUL TYAGI

34 AJ 23.06.05



Creative solutions in aluminium and glass

Reynaers work closely with specifiers and contractors worldwide devel-
oping innovative solutions for total fagade construction from the initial
design through to manufacture and installation, with the aim of achiev-
ing the highest possible standards technically, aesthetically, economical-
ly and ecologically

For more information call Reynaers on 0121 421 1999
Or visit our website www.reynaers.com

Project: Manor Road - Oxford University.
Architects: Foster and Partners. Reynaers Fabricator: M Price
Principle Developer: HBG Construction.

ENQUIRY 18 ON CARD

CURTAIN WALLS
UNITISED SYSTEMS

STRUCTURAL
GLAZING

WINDOWS AND DOORS
SLIDING DOORS
ATRIUMS

WWW.AJPLUS.CO.UK/AJDIRECT

“Reynaers




RIBA AWARDS / WESSEX

THE CAMPUS

David Morley Architects
Client: North Somerset
Council

The Campus in Weston-
super-Mare combines
community facilities,

a primary school and

a school for children with
severe learning difficulties.
The project is undoubtedly
innovative and an
exemplar of a building

STERNBERG

type: the community hub.
Flexible and permeable,
boundaries dissolve and

MORLEY VON

fluctuate over the day.

L9 million. 5,389m°

NICK MEERS

ROEL FARMHOUSE
Jamieson Associates
Client: Private

This is an illustration
of contemporary design
within a historic context
- in this case a Grade
I1-listed farmhouse in
Gloucestershire. Rooms
are little altered, with
innovation mainly in
the circulation spaces,
including a glass link,
which is practically

a 6m cube.

£450,0000.

36 AJ 23.06.05
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STAUGUSTINE'S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL
Cheney Thorpe & Morrison
Client: Archdiocese of Southwark

A low-lying structure on an exposed hillside, the school sits
comfortably in the landscape near Hythe in Kent — the curved,
sweeping roof following the contour of the slope. Each classroom
has views towards the sea and uses daylight exceptionally well.

£2.4 million. 1,279’

PRIVATE HOUSE, HOVE
BBM Sustainable Design
Client: Private

A remodelled 1950s villa has

been radically extended at the
front and rear to create a new
design studio and additional living
spaces. An ambitious scheme and
a welcome modern intervention,
it has internal clarity, and the
movement through the house

is enjoyable and uplifting.

LEIGH SIMPSON

£250,000. 277m*

‘ AJ 23.06.05 37
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RIBA AWARDS / SOUTH-EAST

PRIVATE HOUSE,
ASHURSTWOOD
David Rea Architects
Client: Roseann Rea

This project reconfigures
the orientation of the
existing Sussex farm
cottage, using new-build
to define a generous new
entrance. Tailored to the
artist-chient’s needs, it

has character and charm.
The small and intimate
interlocking volumes feel
appropriate to both the
site and garden.

£126,000. 98m°

38

JUBILEE LIBRARY,
BRIGHTON

Bennetts Associates with
Lomax Cassidy + Edwards
Client: Brighton & Hove
City Council

The Jubilee Library forms
the centrepiece of the
regeneration of North
Laine and is clearly
intended as a civic
building of importance.
The main library space
has warm timber-clad
walls, concrete detailing

and good natural lighting.

£ 8 million. 6,500m*

DAVID REA ARCHITECTS

AJ 23.06.05
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VISITOR CENTRE, WAKEHURST PLACE
Walters and Cohen
Client: Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew

Sensitively located within the Sussex landscape,
this restrained and elegant steel and glass
structure allows the eye to pass through the
building and register the beautiful landscape

beyond. Timber-louvred canopies activate the
composition, with the resulting play of light.

£1.5 million. 950m’

PETER COOK/VIEW

AJ 23.06.05 39




RIBA AWARDS / SOUTH-EAST

MCLAREN TECHNOLOGY
CENTRE

Foster and Partners
Client: McLaren Group

This is a new headquarters
building in Woking, Surrey,
and includes research

and development and
production for the company’s
Formula 1 and luxury cars.
The plan is semi-circular,
with a continuous curved
glass facade. The build quality
is remarkable throughout.

NIGEL YOUNG

Cost confidential. 63,000m’

IGHTHAM MOTE
Stuart Page Architects
Client: The National Trust

Originally built in 1320,

this unique moated house in
Sevenoaks, Kent, has a complex
architectural history and has
seen major changes. This has
been the National Trust’s largest
conservation project of its kind
since 1989,

£ 1.8 million. 505m°

AJ 23.06.05



A Special Insulating Bonus

or Curtain Wall System

Manufacturers...

As a Curtain Wall System Manufacturer you will be more To see how Nomafoam'’s proven technology can be

than just a little interested in the immediate benefits you can  made to work for you and to discuss your frame insulator
achieve when using flexible “Nomafoam®” extruded requirements, call us today on 01495 713266.

thermo plastic insulation profiles. __.and Specifiers

Now you can save cost, dramatically enhance performance, And for any architects reading this message you might

protect the environment and increase your prospects of being also like to find out more about our ranges of high

specified. Here are a few of the reasons why: performance thermal pipe insulation systems for refrigeration, air
¢ Improved ‘U’ values from 1.6 to 1.2 W/m?K. conditioning, hot and cold water pipes and central

Intricate and complicated profiles produced by heating systems.

nmc (uk) Itd as standard to suit any system.
No need to use costly hand-fabricated methods.

You avoid costly materials’ wastage.

Nomafoam is CFC and HCFC-free with an
Ozone Depletion Potential (ODP) of ZERO.

Nomafoam insulators are lightweight and recyclable.

Nomafoam removes problems of ‘cold bridging’
and has a maximum water absorption of

0.5% volume after 40 days.

Nomafoam has a thermal conductivity of 0.034 W/mK
at 0°C and an ignition resistance which satisfies
BS 476, Part 12:1991.

Nomafoam’s water vapour permeability

is greater or equal to 16,000.

nomafoam®
insulation profile

(Conservation of
fuel and power)

" 'l" s | ‘
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n ‘m c WWW.AJPLUS.CO.UK/AJDIRECT
nmc (uk) Itd

Tafarnaubach Industrial Estate, Tredegar, South Wales NP22 3AA

Tel: 01495 713266 Fax: 01495 713277 Email: enquiries@nmc-uk.com Web:www.nmc-uk.com
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FITZWILLIAM COLLEGE,
GATEHOUSE AND AUDITORIUM
Allies and Morrison

Client: Fitzwilliam College,
University of Cambridge

The court gives the college new
fhmmgc. It provides 40 en-suite
student rooms, seminar rooms and
offices. The new auditorium has

been praised for its acoustics.

£8.2 million. 2,975m’

PETER COOK/VIEW

AJ 23.06.05




COURTYARD BUILDING,
FITZWILLIAM MUSEUM
John Miller + Partners
Client: Fitzwilliam Museum,
University of Cambridge

Handled with clinical
precision, this is the
insertion of a double-
height atrium, bookshop,
café and galleries into a
Grade I-listed building.
The building reorganises
spaces with ingenuity.

£ 10 million. 5,300m*

HEADQUARTERS OF THE
CAMBRIDGE FEDERATION
OF WOMEN'’S INSTITUTES
ellismiller

Client: Cambridge
Federation of Women's
Institutes

Built in the footprint of
a pig-farrowing shed,
and to a low budget, the
architect has achieved a
building that delights and
functions extremely well.
It is ingenious in almost
every detail and has been
lovingly considered.

TIM SOAR

£307,000. 170m°

AJ 23.06.05 43
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ABODE, NEWHALL,
PARCEL 1B

Proctor and Matthews
Client: Countryside
Properties

This housing scheme near
Harlow in Essex creates
colourful neighbourhoods
without resorting to
Poundbury-style pastiche.
The houses are able

to adapt easily to the
differing nee<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>