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CCThis is the difference between us 
■ and the rest of the architectural world J J

Art goes 
underground 
at the Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park SMC Group's Stewart McColl reflects on his firm's plans for 

aggressive expansion following flotation Ir ^ I I • I rj I • •

news

Eco-architect Yeang poised for 
shock move to Llewelyn Dauies

AA VOTERS GO TO THE POLLS
Voting in the Architectural 
Association elections will take 
place later today (Thursday 19 
May). This year's finalists are 
Jeremy Till, head of Sheffield 
School of Architecture, surprise 
outsider Brett Steele and a joint 
bid from Kari Jormakka and 
Foreign Office Architects' Farshid 
Moussavi (Aj 28.4.05).

no reason for them to worry for 
their jobs’.

Despite the veil of silence over 
the contract talks, it is no secret 
that Llewelyn Davies’ principal 
director Stephen Featheretone 
has long been an admirer of 
Yeang’s talents.

Back in February, Feather- 
stone hailed the internationally 
acclaimed designer as one of his 
biggest architectural influences 
(AJ 3.2.05).

Yeang has had a long-term 
association with the firm dat­
ing back decades and has already 
worked in collaboration with 
Llewelyn Davies on the Essex 
Design Initiative.

It is understood that the prac­
tice is also working with Yeang 
on a number of‘green schemes’ 
- the first of which could be 
unveiled before end of the year.

Born in Penang, Malaysia, in 
1948, Yeang has taught at Shef­
field University since 1994.

Richard Waite

Superstar international eco- 
architect Ken Yeang is set to 
amaze the architectural world 
by becoming a full-time director 
in London at major commercial 
player Llewelyn Davies.

Yeang, who is famous for his 
ecologically sound skyscrap­
ers and green design approach, 
is expected to make the shock 
move to the practice within the 
next few weeks.

It is understood that contract 
negotiations are already at a very 
advanced stage, and Llewelyn 
Davies chiefs are hopeful Yeang 
will soon put pen to paper and 
join them.

With both parties keen to 
keep the agreement top secret 
for at least another month, mo^ 
of the details still remain firmly 
under wraps, and it is unclear 
whether or not the deal will lead 
to a name change.

However, there is widespread 
speculation that Yeang’s move 
could lead to the practice com­

ARCHITECTS WAIT ON POLICY
The Queen's Speech on Tuesday 
(17 May) made scant reference to 
the concerns of the architectural 
world. Responding to the speech, 
the RIBA's head of government 
relations Steven Harding 
said: 'Most of what concerns 
architecture came urxler the loose 
phrase 'other measures', so we 
will have to wait and see.'

Ken Yeang ponders his next move

ing under a new banner, with 
the combined title of Llewelyn 
Davies Yeang currently being 
mooted.

The future of the 70 staff 
working in the TR Hamzah & 
Yeang office in Malaysia is also 
uncertain. At the time of going 
to press there were doubts about 
whether they had been formally 
informed of the deal.

Even so, a source very close to 
the negotiations said: ‘There is

LIBRARYGETS GO-AHEAD
Long & Kentish, working with 
Sandy Wilson, has won planning 
permission for an extension to 
Wilson's British Library in King's 
Cross, London, which will provide 
education and training facilities for 
book conservation. Construction 
on the project is due to commence 
inAugust.O

INSTITUTE LANDS CHARTER
Last week the British Institute of 
Architectural Technologists was 
granted the Royal Charter by the 
Privy Council. Once the charter 
has been officially sealed in July, 
full members of the institute will 
become krK>wn as Chartered 
Architectural Technologists. O

Sauerbruch Hutton's Office 
for the Ministry of the 
Environment in Dessau. 
Germany, opened last week. 
The location, in the east 
German city's former 'gas 
quarter' - named after an old 
gas extraction plant close 
to the central station - was 
selected to demonstrate the 
possibilities (and problems) of 
a brownfield site. The building 
Is entered via a crescent­
shaped space, which acts as 
a link between public areas 
such as a library, information 
centre and convention hall, 
and the offices themselves. The 
landscaping was completed by 
local firm St Rauma, and is due 
to be finished this week.

Sj'fN

’t IIRIBA SHOW FOR BENNETTS
Bennetts Associates' first major 
exhibition,'8 Projects'will run 
at the RIBA'S Portland Place 
headquarters between 19Mayand 
25 June. Eight of the Clerkenwell 
practice's seminal and current 
projects will be exhibited, 
including Brighton Central Library, 
Wessex Water Headquarters in 
Bath, and the Loch Lomond 
Visitor Centre.

iiT»]
II
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Rules exclude open-plan schools
constriction in the architectural 
options,’ he added.

Additionally, the new rules 
are understood to be triggering 
cost hikes on projects. Origi­
nally, government officials said 
the changed regulations would 
be responsible for a 1 per cent 
increase in construction costs, 
but it is understood that they 
often add up to 5 per cent.

Quantity surveyors have 
warned that these hikes are 
often only recognised late in 
the construction process, regu­
larly tri^ering cuts on other 
elements of the project.

Richard Godden, an educa­
tion specialist at Anshen Dyer, 
agreed that there are design 
problems with BB93.

‘These new rules are mili­
tating against circulation and 
break-out spaces,’ he said. ‘And 
these are the very things a lot of 
people are doing at the moment.

‘There are certainly major 
limitations on the way we 
design,’ Godden added.

Foster and Partners’ acclaimed 
Bexley Business Academy in 
Kent would have gone unbuilt 
under recendy introduced 
school construction rules.

The building - shortlisted for 
the Stirling Prize - which is cred­
ited with a sudden improvement 
in the school’s results, would 
have failed to pass Building Con­
trol if it had come up against the 
stringent new acoustic rules.

The regulations - found in 
Building BuDetin 93 (BB93) 
- will also cause havoc with cur­
rent plans for‘open-plan’ schools 
dotted throughout Britain.

Experts have told the AI that 
many of the current trends in 
education design are no longer 
available to architects because of 
the strict new rules.

Laurence Higgins, a direc­
tor at Bexley engineer Buro 
Happold and an authority on 
acoustics, said BB93 was caus­
ing real problems for education 
designers.

‘If we had Bexley on the 
drawing board now then there is

Open-plan designs such as these in Bexley would be blocked

no way that it would get through on design because it has drawn 
Building Control,’ he said. And an acoustics line in the sand,’ he 
this goes for all models of open- added.‘It is a matter of “cross this 
plan schools. line and you have failed”.

'll has caused a real restriction ‘This has caused a serious Ed Darrell

ARB stumps up 
unpaid tax bill

Hammerson and Foggo deny scuppering scheme
control over development on 
the land, which sits within the 
boundaries of Kuhn’s 20-acre 
masterplan, approved by Tower 
Hamlets council in 2003.

In a statement released late 
last week a spokesperson for 
British Waterways said: ‘In part­
nership with Canary Wharf, 
we plan to implement a major 
mixed-use regeneration of the 
entire Wood Wharf site.

‘In our view, the proposal for 
No 1 Harbour Quay would not 
achieve these objectives and is 
inconsistent with the aims of 
the Wood Wharf masterplan, 
which precludes piecemeal 
redevelopment of the area,’ the 
spokesman added.

Developer Hammerson and 
Foggo Associates have denied 
deliberately putting a spanner in 
the works of a £2 billion water­
side regeneration scheme in 
Ix>ndon by Bath-based architect 
Nick Kuhn.

Peter Cole, Hammerson’s 
director of development and 
acquisitions, refuted the claim 
that his firm’s plans for a site in 
the overall masterplan will frus­
trate Kuhn’s proposals for the 
Isle of Dogs’ Wood Wharf site.

He also denied that the 
scheme contravenes British 
Waterways’ vision for the regen­
eration project.

However, both British Water­
ways and Canary Wharf have

1 9 May 2005

lodged official objections to 
Foggo Associates’ plans for a 
42,500m^ tower scheme at No 1 
Harbour Quay.

Hammerson holds the site’s 
leasehold, whereas the river and 
waterway authority owns the 
land itself.

Cole said: ‘The key factor is 
that we purchased our holding 
in 2000, at a stage when we had 
identified it as an area with long­
term regeneration potential.

‘Our proposal is part of the 
masterplan,’ he added. ‘We 
want to go forward on our own, 
potentially ahead of British 
Waterways’own plans.’

British Waterways is under­
stood to want to retain complete

The ARB has made a payment 
of nearly £100,000 to the Inland 
Revenue (IR) after a row over 
payments to board members.

The settlement relates to an 
unpaid amount incurred ‘as a 
result of a failure to deduct tax at 
source’dating back to 1997.

The board’s chief executive 
Robin Vaughan admitted the 
ARB had been forced by the Rev­
enue to make the payment.

He claimed the ARB relied 
on advice given by the IR not to 
class board members as employ­
ees and, therefore, they had not 
made PAYE contributions.

According to Vaughan, IR 
then changed its mind. O

tlTe architects' journal 15



FCB takes gallery underground
Feilden Clegg Bradley's new £3.5 
million 'underground galler/ 
at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
(Y5P), near Wakefield, opened last 
week and looks set to be loved 
by both artists and the public. It's 
'underground' In the sense that it 
has minimal impact on the existing 
landscape, being cut into the slope 
of the 19th-century Bothy Garden 
and turf-roofed, Seen from the top 
of the garden, it looks like a neat 
patch of lawn detached from the 
slope by the equivalent of a ha-ha 
to keep visitors off the roof.

While 'underground' might 
suggest something with low 
ceilings, constant artificial light 
and a possibly oppressive sense 
of enclosure, none of this is true 
of this new building. It provides 
almost 600m^ of exhibition space 
in one large, high, oblong gallery 
flanked by two smaller, squarer, 
but still spacious ones. When the 
heavy wooden sliding doors to 
the galleries are open, light comes 
in through the fully glazed wall 
on the south, but It also enters 
through a long, continuous 1.5m- 
wlde rooflight at the north.

In this, the galleries score over 
those in two recent high-profile US 
projects, New York's new Museum 
of Modern Art and the Walker Art 
Center, Minneapolis, In both of 
which natural light is in very short 
supply. On a sunny day, artificial 
light can be kept toa minimum, 
supplied from tracks between 
the ceilings' concrete beams. But 
the rooms can be completely 
blacked-out if necessary, as for a 
forthcoming show of light works 
by JamesTurrell.

The gallery Is accessed down a 
flight of steps directly out of the 
visitor centre, which the practice 
completed in 2002. It is parallel to 
a long, clipped, yew hedge, which 
serves almost like the gallery's 
outermost wall, a backdrop for 
sculptures displayed on the broad 
strip of grass in-between.

Funded by the European 
Regional Development Fund and 
Yorkshire Forward, this finely 
conceived and executed building 
cements YSP's happy marriage of 
architecture, art and landscape.
The inaugural show, an impressive 
retrospective of sculptures and 
paintings by William Turnbull, runs 
until90ctober.
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Top: the galleries 
open off a 50m-long 
concourse,faced with 
Pennine sandstone. 
Above: the glazed 
south front of the 
new building. Left: 
the long parallel yew 
hedge with a painted 
steel sculpture by 
William Turnbull

Andrew Mead
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Clissold dispute nears resolution
The furore surrounding the long-term closure of Hodder Associates’ 
highly contentious Clissold leisure Centre is finally set to come to an 
end this week.

The AJ understands that the last bout of mediation over the faults 
that led to the £30 million swimming pool being forced to shut down 
took place yesterday (18 May).

While the details of the agreement remained unclear as the AJ 
went to press, it was also understood that the deal would in large part 
exonerate Stephen Hodder and his practice.

The successful mediation will finally bring to an end the dispute 
over the building, in Hackney, east London, which has blighted the 
area for nearly seven years.

If the fiasco is resolved with a deal weighted towards Hodder, it 
will also be seen as a personal triumph for past RIBA president Paul 
Hyett, who has been working as an expert adviser for the Manches­
ter-based Stirling Prize winner.

The mediation comes after a leaked report into defects at the 
beleaguered centre showed that neither Hodder Associates nor

engineer Whitbybird was to blame for flooding of the building’s 
basement (AJ 7.4.05).

Instead, the top-secret document, drawn up by Arup, pointed the 
finger at centre operator Leisure Connections as responsible for the 
problem, which caused the pool to close in November 2003.

According to the report, errors made ‘in plant operation or failure 
by the operator to monitor conditions in the basement plantroom’ 
were to blame for the flood.

A source close to the practice said Hodder was extremely pleased 
to be closing in on an agreement that would go easy on the firm.

‘He is relieved that the deal is nearly done, and that there will 
imminently be an agreement between Gleeson, Whitbybird and 
himself,’ the source said.

‘Stephen is delighted that the problems - which have been 
going for nearly seven years - are now nearly over. And he is also 
surprised at how paradoxically helpful Hackney council is now 
being,’ he added.

on-

Ed Doprell

Office quality at risk as firms feel pressure to cut costs
Almost 90 per cent of firms 
questioned in a new MORI sur­
vey admitted they were being 
placed under ‘significant pres­
sure’ to reduce property costs 
- even though these expenses 
accounted for just 9 per cent of 
total business costs.

However, the study, commis­
sioned by the British Council for 
Offices (BCO) and supported by 
architect TP Bennett, revealed 
that the quality of the office

environment is still one of the 
major factors used in attracting 
and retaining staff.

Around 95 per cent of 
respondents described the quali­
ty of the office as‘very important’ 
or a ‘fairly important’.

The survey, which was 
launched at the BCO’s annual 
conference in Paris last week, 
also revealed that the quality of 
UK offices compares well with 
offices around the world, with

only those in Hong Kong scor­
ing higher.

The research was conducted 
among 100 office occupiers, 
companies with over 3,000 staff 
across several sectors, and some 
surprising results arose.

For instance, only two-thirds 
of companies said they would 
be willing to pay a premium for 
more environmentally sustain­
able buildings, even though 94 
per cent acknowledged that the

issue of sustainability will be 
important in the future.

Giving a keynote address at the 
conference, former CABE chair­
man Stuart Lipton called for a 
benchmarking system for offices.

Quoting the Australian Prop­
erty Council’s matrix, he said 
that by assessing floorplate areas, 
specification and environmental 
aspects, tenants would be more 
easily able to select the appropri­
ate accommodation.

8 t:he architects' journal 1 0 May S005
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‘Rotting’ building wrongly listed
A Grade Misted greenliouse that 
urgently needs £1 million ‘to 
stop it falling into the ground’ 
was originally listed by accident, 
it has emerged.

According to up-to-date aca­
demic research, Camellia House 
in Chiswick Gardens is inac­
curately attributed in English 
Heritage records to )oseph Pax­
ton, who would have been only 
12 years old when it was built 
in 1813.

English Heritage listed the 
building, which is located in 
the grounds of Chiswick House 
in west London, in May 1973, 
believing it to be the work of 
Paxton, who also designed Crys­
tal Palace in south London.

But ongoing internal research 
by the heritage body now 
attributes the 90m structure to 
Samuel Ware.

English Heritage has yet to 
update its records, because, a 
spokesperson claims, ‘it hasn’t 
yet been approached to do so’.

Rupert Hambro, chairman 
of a new trust recently set up 
to raise monies for the park, 
claimed that the conservatory 
is ‘rotting and not in the best 
of shape’.

The £1 million is part of the 
estimated£7.2 million needed to 
return Chiswick House and Gar­
dens to their former glory, with

Camellia House was wrongly attributed to Joseph Paxton, who would have been just 13 when it was built

£4.9 million hopefully coming 
from a recent bid to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.

English Heritage has also 
secured funds from private 
donor the Wolfson Founda­
tion, which it has matched with 
money from its own coffers.

Hounslow council is thought 
to have committed only £200,000 
a year towards the park’s upkeep 
and improvement.

Adrian Cooke, fundraising 
project manager for the new 
Chiswick House and Gardens

Trust, who trained at the Archi­
tectural Association, said that 
the park and its buildings were 
allowed to fall into disrepair 
through lack of funds.

The estate was previously 
maintained by the council, 
which had a ring-fenced park 
budget used for a number of 
green spaces across the borough.

The new charitable trust 
will be a joint venture between 
English Heritage and the Lon­
don Borough of Hounslow to 
oversee the maintenance and

fundraising of Chiswick House, 
its gardens, and its outbuildings.

The first phase of its work 
will be concerned predomi­
nately with physical works on 
the park, including improving 
infrastructure and paths, which 
will proceed as soon as funds are 
available.

The second phase will look at 
how to rehouse facilities such as 
the ticket office and retail from 
the house to a newly built struc­
ture within the grounds.

Rob Shar^

ARB probe architect 
forced to giue up work

V

An architect dragged before 
the ARB’s professional conduct 
committee has been forced to 
give up her practice, even though 
she has not yet been found guilty 
of any offence.

Because of ongoing disci­
plinary proceedings, Senka 
Vranicki, of Studio Vranicki in 
Belsize Park, London, has been 
unable to buy insurance and has 
stopped work.

At last week’s hearing, Vran­
icki was told she would now have 
to wait to hear the outcome of 
the case, which revolves around 
a leaking glass roof extension in 
West Hampstead.

Vranicki is still denying a 
number of offences, including 
charges of having made ‘a series

10 the architecte' journal

of errors of poor administration 
of the project’and‘design errors’ 
(A| 24.2.05).

However, the architect has 
already been cleared of a charge 
of showing clients a portfolio of 
work that did not include her 
own, and of failing to keep two 
clients, Scott Sartain and Eleanor 
Flook, informed of the progress 
of their project.

Following further evidence 
last week, allegations of mak­
ing inappropriate requests for 
payment of her fees were also 
withdrawn.

At the conclusion of the hear­
ing, the committee announced it 
would give its final decision on 
the remaining charges in writing 
at a future date.

. t
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This new air-passenger bridge at Gatwkk, designed by Wilkinson 
EyreandArup, was officially unveiled on Monday 16 May. Nearly 
200m tong, the 2,700-tonne structure Is the longest bridge in the 
world to span an airport taxiway, and the only one outside America. 
The bridge, which towers almost 32m over the tarmac at its highest 
point, will allow the largest commercial aircraft currently In service 
to taxi beneath the feet of air travellers as they move between the 
airport's north terminal and the new Pier 6 satellite building.
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SMC Group goes for aggressiue 
expansion following flotation
The architectural entrepreneur behind the SMC Group, which will 
be floated next month, has vowed to grow the business massively and 
aggressively over the next five years.

Stewart McColl, the firm’s chief executive, claimed this week that 
SMC has several acquisitions lined up for the forthcoming year. He 
said the firm planned to grow by 60 per cent a year over the next half­
decade - both by buying firms in sectors and regional areas that fit 
with the current business and by incremental grovrth.

SMC’s recent results back up McColl’s confidence. They include 
a compound annual growth rate on turnover of 61 per cent since 
2002. Additionally, in the two years from the end of December 2002 
to the end of December 2004, SMC grew its turnover from £3.1 mil­
lion to £8.1 million, and its profit before tax rose from £156,000 to 
£1.02 million.

SMC will be floated on the Alternative Investment Market of the 
London Stock Exchange in ]une - a move that the firm hopes will 
give it significant cash to invest in its major growth plans.

McColl compared SMC’s planned growth to that of Foster and

Partners. He said: ‘We want to be one of the best architectural firms 
in the UK and make profits through this route. We aim to be one of 
the best architects in the UK and grow through the quality of our 
architecture.

‘Look at what Lord Foster has achieved through meeting the high­
est aspirations of his clients,’ he added.

McColl insisted that floating the business would allow SMC the 
opportunity for fast growth. He said:‘We will be able to utilise die cap­
ital from institutions and bring the finance back into the company.

'This is the difference between us and most of the rest of the archi­
tectural world.’ he added. ‘We look at architecture as a business. We 
want to build a business that returns value to our shareholders by 
returning value to our clients.’

McColl also said that he was unconcerned about Aukett’s turbu­
lent history as a listed architectural firm. ‘This does not worry us at 
all,’ he said. ‘We need to ensure that we can maintain steady and suc­
cessful growth’.

Ecd Dorr^ll

Calls to rebuild boathouse rejected in favour of new design
The architect behind this pro­
posed boathouse for University 
College Oxford has hit back at 
calls to rebuild the original 
building - six years after it 
burned down.

Belsize Architects, which won 
the competition to design the 
£1.8 million replacement boat­
house last June, believes there is 
no point in trying to recreate the 
Grade 11-listed building, despite 
local protests.

Practice principal Shahriar 
Nasser said: ‘We are talking 
about a building that is almost 
totally destroyed.

‘The argument might make 
sense if the building was at the 
stage where it could be rescued. 
But it is not. This has given us the 
opportunity to start something

Belsize Architects' new boathouse for University College Oxford will replace the original, which burned down

new, something which we hope battling for a scheme more in this case I’m on the side of Vic-
will be a very positive addi- keeping with the original Victo- torian pastiche,
tion to a city rich with fantastic rian building designed by John 
architecture.’

However, Oxford architect 
lack McNaney disagrees, and is

‘The boathouse was a splen­
did building and once it is gone 
it will be forgotten in a couple of 
years,’ he added.

Oldrid Scott.
He said: ‘This is not an appro­

priate building for the site. In

iman Lyons Architects has been given the go- 
lad to build a new £3.7 million ‘cultural industries' 
irter in the historic heart of Lincoln. The scheme, in 
Kengate, will create offices, studios and workshops 
small businesses and entrepreneurs working in 
creative sector. There are also plans for a new 
Irtyard and a series of retail units on the site, which 
s within one of the city's strategic development 
rortunity areas. The vacant plot, opposite Ranter 
Jspith's City and County Museum, is currently being 
dasacarpark.

ie| the architects’ jcsumal 1 9 May 9005
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Scottish Parliament handed messy problem as pigeons swoop on building
The AJ has been handed photographic evidence that proves pigecms are taking over the much-troubled Scottish Parliament building. It is less than 
seven months since Holyrood open its doors, and specialist cleaners have already been called in to dear mounds of bird muck from both inside 
and outside the £431 million building. However, the unusual problem has not corneas a surprise to many of the project’s critics, who previously 
warned that the design, by EMBT and RMJM, would create the UK's largest pigeon loft. Long-term Holyrood observer Peter Wilson, who took these 
photos, said:') was amused toseethat the birds had no trouble accessing parts of the building that humanscouldn't reach. There area fair number 
of internal light wells and courtyard areas that can't even be reached for maintenance purposes, but which are being steadily filled in with the 
Scottish pigeon fraternity's finest guano.'

Bath moues to recoup spa cash
Bath and North East Som­
erset Council has said it will 
recoup the £1 million legal costs 
incurred in Grimshaw’s much- 
delayed Bath Spa project.

The council intends to 
reclaim the cash through court 
action against the scheme’s 
other parties. These will almost 
certainly include architect Grim- 
shaw and contractor Mowlem.

Councillor Nicole O’Elaherty, 
who is responsible for the spa, 
said: ‘We’re hoping to recoup 
these costs from the different 
parties as much as we can.’

Late last week the council 
admitted that it had racked up

£1,022,618 of legal expenses 
over the course of the seven-year 
debacle. This amounts to around 
£l50,000ayear since 1998,when 
the project began. The total sum 
includes the cost of both exter­
nal lawyers and the council’s 
in-house legal team.

The council’s hand was forced 
by an external appeal using the 
Freedom of Information Act.

A spokesperson for the local 
authority claimed the costs ‘were 
not excessive percentage-wise’ if 
compared with the purchaseof a 
house by a private buyer.

O’Flaherty also played down 
the significanceof the £l million

sum. She said: ‘I think it wasn’t 
that clean cut. We have to real­
ise that these legal costs include 
drawing up the initial contracts 
with the architect and contractor, 
as well as any legal disputes in 
the courts.

‘This is all totalled up from 
the word go. We needed to get 
someone on board in the first 
place to do the architectural 
work. But, saying that, we are 
planning to pursue all possibili­
ties regarding getting this money 
back, and talks are still ongoing.’

The Bath Spa project has 
been constantly beset by diffi­
culties, including leaking floors

and peeling paint - problems 
that have led to a legal dispute 
between the council, Grimshaw 
and Mowlem.

Lawyers employed by the 
local authority to advise on the 
spa project during the period 
of its construction include rep­
resentatives of international 
law Firm Taylor Wessing, which 
was appointed earlier this year 
to coordinate its legal efforts 
regarding the dispute, and 
Bristol-based firm Veale Was- 
brough, which advised the 
council during its earlier legal 
wrangles with Mowlem.

Rob Sharp

James Kenton, a third-year student at the University of Portsmouth, designed this 
glassworks complex, set in the rich urban context of Winchester. Materials used 
include Cor-Ten steel, to reflect the Industrial process involved In glassmaking. 
Kenton's tutors were Kate Baker and David Yearly.
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Student Showcas€ is sponsored by Students' Union, a website 
set up by Union in association with The Architects'Journal at 
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AJ100 stars come out to shine
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who said what vital statistics
• Accordingtoasurveybythe 
/ndependent, just 22 percent of 
the electorate backed Tony Blair. 
It also found that he won 36 per 
cent of the votes cast, equal to 
55 per cent of the seats in the 
House of Commons, and that 62 
per cent of people want to adopt 
proportional representation.
• The number of under- 
performing schools facing 
closure fell in the spring term, 
the education inspectorate said. 
However, contradictory figures 
from Ofsted showed that the 
number of secondary schools 
under threat doubled.
• TheM6Tollwillraiseitsprices 
on 14 June. Motorcycles and cars 
will be charged 50p extra during 
the day for the 43km route north 
of Birmingham, while cars with 
trailers, vansand heavy-goods 
vehicles facea£1 rise.
• Almostathirdoflung-cancer 
patients given the chemotherapy 
drugTaxotere jdocetaxel) six 
weeks after chemotherapy and 
radiotherapy survived beyond 
five years, a US study has found. 
More than 80 per cent of lung- 
cancer patients normally die 
wHhina year of diagnosis.

‘I can’t remember ever seeing 
anything of architectural merit 
within five miles of the place. What 
Bluewater offers is as lacklustre 
and unrewarding as drunken sex or 
KFC from a bucket’
Janet Street-Porter. Independent. 12,5.05

‘I expected it to 
smell of dead 
fish and diesel 
oil, but in fact 
it’s surprisingly 
pleasant-a sort of 
old leather mixed 
with sweat’

I Now they are 
so in demand, 
they don’t euen 
bother to have 
a website 9

Hugh Pearman on Herzog & 
de Meuron's meteoric rise. 
Sunday Times. 15.5.05

‘Cities - especially British 
cities - tend to work to a 
monotonous, grey-suited palette 
of materials... flamboyant 
architectural gestures are 
generally about as welcome as a 
dentist in a Hawaiian shirt’

Mark Irving on 'Rotterdam' - 
the new perfume by Herzog 
S, de Meuron. Independent 
on Sunday. 15.5.05

10 I the architects' journal

Steve Rose. Guardian, 16.5,05
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editorial letters

The beauty of the unconventional 
is not appreciated in call centres

Wake up to the glory of 
Wakefield’s new gallery
As a visitor from time to time 
to the Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
in Wakefield, 1 have watched 
with interest the construction

Having spent many fruitless hours trying to track down 
a mortgage for a flat in the Brunswick Centre, I feel I 
should welcome the BRE's initiative to ease the process 
of obtaining finance for unconventional properties 
(page 43). The Idea is to establish a set of criteria

print and paper, and a frivolous 
use of our subscriptions.

If you must indulge your­
selves with exercises such as 
this, and other similar minority- 
interest, navel-gazing exploits, 
put them in a separate supple­
ment, but stop wasting valuable 
space and our money.
Andrew James, Glasgow

of Feilden Clegg Bradleys new 
designed to reassure insurers and mortgage lenders that gallery, which you illustrated

on last week’s contents page (AJ 
12.5.05).

a given example of'innovative design' is, In reality, no 
different from a good old-fashioned house.

It is a strategy that has a certain insular logic. But it 
is also one which suggests a very short-term view. To 
argue that, for example, innovative housing should 
be able to be repaired with locally available skills is to 
assume that the supply of skills is both quantifiable 
and fixed. But trades always spring up in response to 
demand. A key advantage of the innovation process is 
that the creation of demand for new materials and

I am sure there is more to be 
said about this appropriately 
reserved building, fitting into 
the landscape, partly built into 
the ground.

But this completion is also an 
occasion to reflect on what an 
important, and indeed unique, 
mix of indoor and outdoor spac­
es has been created at Wakefield. 
Finding the best use for these 
spaces has, perhaps, yet to be 
discovered, but there is nothing 
wrong with that. The f>otenlial is 
tremendous. The several widely 
spaced buildings can host differ­
ent exhibitions simultaneously, 
like any other major gallery, or 
could be themed. And the huge 
outdoors, where you can spend 
the whole day wandering, not 
only provides the settings for 
individual sculptures, but could 
also contain ventures on the 
scale of land art.

Something special has been 
created, that happens to be in 
Wakefield, but that is a truly 
national gallery.
JohnDarwen, Manchester

Architecture is the last 
thing on our minds
1 write with reference to Ed Dor- 
rell’s editorial in last week’s AJ 
(12.5.05). There seems to me to 
be a distinct lack of thoughtful­
ness to the piece.

If he were to sit down and 
really ponder the consequences 
of the Labour victory, he’d real­
ise that there is very little that any 
government, whatever its colour, 
can do to influence the lives of 
architects. We are largely self- 
sufficient and self-disciplined 
as a profession, and 1, for one, 
am proud of the very little that 
I allow government policy to 
impinge on me.

Additionally, while 1 accept 
that the Thames Gateway is an 
important development for the 
whole country, I really don’t 
see what it has to do with me. 
I have never had a large prac­
tice and almost certainly never 
will. What on earth I can do to 
influence it in any way - as I 
almost certainly will not work 
in that area - is completely 
beyond me.

Finally, I, and I think almost 
all the other architects, do not 
worry heavily about so-called 
‘architectural issues’when I vote. 
Like other sensible members of 
the architectural community 
(if indeed there is such a thing 
as community), I vote on the 
wider issues that I think are 
important to me, my constituen­
cy and, occasionally, the country 
as a whole.

Architects worrying about 
architectural issues? Dream on, 
Michael Gibson, westLondon

1 0 May 3005

skills creates the conditiorts that can transform the 
industry as a whole.

The strategy also ignores the basic point that a 'failure' 
to provide certain benefits of conventional housing 
stock may bean acceptable trade-off if the opportunity 
cost is sufficiently high. The fact that it takes a little more 
effort to get your windows fixed might be made just 
about bearable if you know that the space you occupy is 
uniquely suited to your lifestyle, or that your fuel bills are 
surprisingly low.

Perhaps most dangerously, the strategy encourages 
the financial sector in its belief that lending can be done 
by rote.To mortgage lenders, the fact thatthe Brunswick 
Centre was council-owned, concrete-built and more 
than four storeys high, meant that it was instantly 
dismissed as being Impossible to resell - despite well- 
documented evidence of that delicate micro-system, 
which is unique to iconic Brutalist housing projects, 
whereby council tenants make a quick buck by selling 
their homes to architects.

The argument that the twin blessings of iconic status 
and a central Bloomsbury location might be seen as 
extenuating circumstances actually cuts little ice with 
the legions of call-centre operatives trained to pass 
judgementfrom far-flung reaches of the British Isles.

Isabel Allen

Irrelevant league tables 
should be demoted
Like many others, I subscribe to 
AJ to be informed, even chal­
lenged on news and relevant 
issues and to be stimulated by 
interesting architectural projects 
and detailing and other techni­
cal subjects.

I was incensed at last week’s AJ 
(12.5.05). league tables are for 
the sports pages, and indulging 
the great and mighty by devoting 
most of one issue to the AJIOO is 
an irrelevance to the vast major­
ity of your readers, a waste of

201 the architects' journal



Dippy department sums 
up Labour’s failings
The RIBA may have praised 
Tony Blair’s ministerial changes 
following his 5 May election 
victory (AJ 12.5.05), but it, like 
the Labour government, failed 
to notice the implications of 
renaming the Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI) the 
Department for Productivity, 
Energy and Industry.

‘Dippy’, as it quickly became 
known, was emblematic of 
Labour’s Ul-thought-through, 
quick-fixpolicies, Blair’s admin­
istration may have promised a 
lot for the built environment in 
its first two terms, but it has sin­
gularly failed to deliver.

Fortunately, the government 
quickly saw sense and U-turned 
on its rebranding policy, so now 
we have the good old DTI back.

Let’s hope Labour also 
backtracks on its similarly hare­
brained schemes, such as the 
Pathfinder plan to knock down 
200,000 Victorian homes across 
the north.
Jon McGovern, Sheffield

Unfair charges laid at 
the door of car users
Phil Bixby (AI 21.4.05) recog­
nises that cycling, walking and 
public transport are not always 
free choices for a great number 
of elderly and those from low- 
income households, andyet then 
seeks to condemn those who use 
their cars as somehow responsi­
ble for undermining their lack 
of personal mobility.

IronicaDy, this is just spite­
ful nonsense masquerading as a 
defence of poorer sections of the 
community. It is also a misrepre­
sentation of reality.

At the moment, for exam­
ple, the good mayor of London 
is threatening to increase the 
congestion charge as a means of 
inconveniencing more people 
to get out of their cars. Funnily 
enough, the very people who 
will be priced out are those in

1 S May 2005

Narrative experience 
unable to make a stand
I have to say that the growth of 
‘interpretive architecture’ (Let­
ters, AJ 12.5.05) advocated by 
Peter Higgins is something that 
I worry about greatly.

Not only do we have to 
learn another lexicon of ‘narra­
tive environments’ and ‘visitor 
experience’, but the architecture 
seems to be sidelined in a bid 
for the most ‘meaningful’, user- 
friendly practices.

I attended the UK’s stand at 
the Japanese Expo and found 
that while the exhibition stand 
seemed to want to downplay 
the architecture to avoid dis­
tracting from the ‘science’ that 
Higgins talks about, the internal

experience seemed to me to be 
overly premised on environmen­
tal concerns - fine on their own 
terms, but a slightly parodied 
understanding of what science 
and technology can offer future 
generations.

Let’s be honest, the narrative 
experience 1 came away with 
was of a country not confident 
enough about itself and its sci­
ence to make its stand stand out. 
Bert Carlton-Jones, Canterbury

low-income brackets; and the 
numbers of people consequent­
ly having to cram themselves 
on our inadequate public trans­
port provision will not make the 
journey any more comfortable 
for those pensioners, children 
and young people for whom 
Bixby seems to be the unelected 
representative.

I am not a campaigner for or 
against the congestion charge, 
neither am I what Bixby might 
parody as ‘others in love v/ith 
their cars’. Surely, the main 
thing is to campaign for a decent 
transport system, not the sort of 
sectarian system of robbing Peter 
to pay Paul that Bixby seems to 
be advocating?
Toby Andrews, Wood Green

Please address letters to the editor 
at The Architects'Journal. 151 
Rosebery Avenue, London EC1R 
4GB, fax020750S6701,oremail 
angefa.newton@emap.com to 
arriveby 10am on the Monday 
before publication.
the BPchitectB’ jounnai|21



in practiceSimon allford

Richard Rogers Partnership 
was photographed by 
Tim Soar at 5.56pm on 
6 September 2004 at 
Thames Wharf, London

Let’s spare ourselves the 
effort of pretend competitions
I recently wrote of how the Sustainable 
Communities Plan ensures that the urban 
renaissance is enjoyed by the cappuccino- 
consuming few. Which leads to the question: 
whoarethefew? In architecture there are 
advisers to government: the great and 
good who broker deals distributing wealth 
and power. I know of clients who have 
been pressured, warned off someone or 
encouraged to use another. It's all very nasty.

Nowhere is this more apparent than in the 
increasingly murky world of competitions.
In the mid-1980s, when I started out. 
competitions were theall-consuming focus of 
individual endeavour. We bemoaned the lack 
of them and. in the great tradKion, looked 
longingly at (and talked ignorantly oO the 
Continent, where young architects won open, 
anonymous competitions with designs that 
actually got built. New European architects 
were adventurers who, without the shackles 
of planning and the need to find work, moved 
debate on. They were under 30 (not 40), 
they had intelligent clients and supportive 
contractors, some of whom even handed out 
interesting work. And so the migration to the 
land of opportunity began.

Of course, it did not take long for very 
different stories to filter back. Many Emigre 
architects made the samediscoveriesasthe 
Italian peasant who arrived at Ellis Island: the 
first thing he noticed was that there were no 
golden sidewalks, then that there were no 
sidewalks at all. and finally he realised that 
he was going to have to pave them. There 
were tales of dodgy competitions and sad 
winners, the bigger players carving things up 
and offices struggling to make ends meet, too 
many competitions and too few buildings -- all 
setagainst a background of economic decline.

Back here in the 1990s, the general trend 
was towards expressions of interest and 
limited competitions. The idea was that the

profession avoided wasting the effort of an 
open competition and the client would be 
better served. It all sounded very reasonable, 
assuming you were already'in', which I 
acknowledge that, in many cases, we were.

However, too often the whole thing 
is carved up. Misleading requests for 
expressions of interest and two-stage 
competitions result in shortlists that 
conform to well-established models: two 
international practices, two well-liked 
home-grown teams, plus a maverick and an 
unknown who won't win but whose presence 
answers accusations of a stitch-up. All are 
then asked to do extraordinary amounts of 
work for very limited fees. There are client 
visits, briefing workshops, design reviews, 
contract negotiations, technical Juries, main 
juries and interim submissions. Sometimes 
one competitor is allowed to include extra 
models and boards, and occasionally, if this 
is discovered (and to be fair), all others are 
invited to follow suit. Excessive endeavour 
is encouraged by ever-extending deadlines, 
often to suit the preferred candidate. Finally, 
the winner emerges, exactly who you always 
thought it was going to be: not always pre­
ordained by talent, but too often pre-agreed.

The current competitions model, where 
big names compete on shortlists to win both 
the small Jobs (think Architecture Foundation 
HQ) and big jobs (think Aquatic Centre) waste 
much time, though admittedly that is partly 
the result of EU procurement rules. Those 
aside, there is a case for returning to the days 
when a deal was done and a good, even great, 
architect appointed without fuss. We could 
then celebrate with some proper anonymous 
open competitions for significant buildings: 
competitions that allow small, unknown and 
big names the opportunity to compete fairly 
to win big jobs. After all, many big names did 
well from exactly this system not so long ago. Richard Rogers writes: 'Every Monday the 

directors meet to discuss current projects and 
potential new work. This time is sacrosanct - 
everyone pitches up and key decisions are made 
collectively. Anyone in the office is welcome to 
attend; the cross-flow of ideas is fundamental to 
our philosophy and design process.'

The winner emerges, exactly who you always 
thought it was going to be: not always pre­
ordained by talent, but too often pre-agreed’

22 I the architects' journal 1 9 May 2005
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^building study

CAR MECHANICS
Zaha Hadid has brought revolutionary production methods into 
its BMW administration building in Leipzig
By Ruth Slavid. Main photographs by H6l6na Binet

The administration building for the 
BMW plant in Leipzig, located in the former 
East Germany, feels like the project that Zaha grandiose is, in truth, simple common sense.
Hadid Architects was destined to build. The Everybody who works in offices effectively 
heart of a building that has no precedents does the same thing: they sit at a computer 
- because of the way it revolutionises the and create and manipulate documents, or 
production of cars - it has to send produc- they go to meetings. So how do you differen- 
tion workers off in three different directions, tiate one from another? Seeing the products 
while simultaneously providing office and of your labours passing just a few feet 
testing space, and acting as a hub through 
which partly manufactured cars pass.

The result is a building that is as packed 
full of crazy angles and excitement as one 
would expect from Hadid. But whereas her
projects, at least as drawings, can seem rather other architects on other sites to ignore it.
wilful and extravagant, this building’s drama Although the Hadid building has an area of 
seems supremely rational, an effect that is 26,000m^ it is dwarfed on the site by the three 
reinforced by a near monochrome palette huge sheds of the production process that
and superb quality of materials, particularly round it on the out-of-town location. These

three - the first knovm as'body in white’, where 
the chassis are built, the second the paint shop, 

ing and you start to think that sitting in the andthethirdforassembly-surroundthecen- 
canteen with blue-lit conveyors carrying cars tral building in a U-shaped formation. It is 
just above your head is simply the way that this arrangement that makes the plant:; .. 
things always should be. It is thrilling and olutionary. Previously all production has been

fascinating, but surely in this case there is 
no alternative? And what could seem rather

new

away
is certainly a reminder of what the work is all 
about, of the purpose of the spreadsheet, of 
the end product. In commissioning Hadid 
BMW has not created a folly; it has set a prec­
edent that works so well it will be difficult for

sur-

of concrete finishes.
Spend a couple of hours in the build-

so rev-

241 the archTtecte' journal
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linear, but for Leipzig BMW has rethought the 
process to make access for suppliers, many of 
whom are also on the site, much easier. From 
outside the car industry, one might think 'so 
what?’, but since manufacturing boils down 
to efficiency and margins, this is a truly radi­
cal move. And, as a result, the administrative 
building has changed from being an adjunct 
to being at the absolute centre of the process.

There was never any question of using an 
outside architect to design the production 
facilities themselves. BMW used its standard 
modular system with aluminium facades that 
it employs around the world. This method 
allows for easy expansion and change. But for 
the administration building it set up a com­
petition with a rigorously devised brief and 
an impressive panel of international judges. 
Matthias Sauerbruch, of Angto-German 
practice Sauerbruch Hutton,chaired the judg­
es and praised Peter Claessen, the manager of 
the new plant and the client, as ‘one of the 
most enthusiastic lovers of architecture that 
I have met - he shares with Zaha the absolute 
determination to create and succeed’.

26 I the architects' journal

Hadid beat a raft of international archi­
tects, including Will Alsop, Odile Decq, Erik 
van Egeraat, Helmut lahn, Dominique Per- 
rault and Ian Ritchie, to clinch the contract, 
and was, accord ing to Sauerbruch, one of the 
few who ‘could deal with all the complex ele­
ments’. Second place in the competition went 
to LAB, the architect of Federation Square in 
Melbourne, which came up with a design for 
‘a net building of filaments’.

Hadid worked with landscape architect 
Gross Max and devised with a strategy that 
extends the dynamic lines of the building into 
the car-parking area, where the spaces are 
arranged to follow these lines. However, this is 
a low-rise building and, although the strategy 
looks excellent on plan, it is scarcely apparent 
on the site or from the building’s windows.

Because it is tucked between the three 
giant production sheds that dwarf it, the 
building has little presence from a distance. 
Up close, the effect is that shock of recog­
nition of seeing one of Hadid’s drawings 
rendered so accurately in reality. And once 
you move inside, the real drama begins.

There is a large foyer space, intended to be 
social and so housing a caff as well as a pub­
lic shop selling BMW merchandise. There 
is a dark-grey stone floor to provide a sober 
backdrop, but the eye is immediately drawn 
upwards to lines shootingoff in all directions. 
Concrete walls head off at angles, conveyors 
pass overhead, and this is all accentuated 
by linearity in the lighting tracks, and the 
continuous nature of the metal handrails. 
Also rising up directly opposite the entrance 
is the smaller of two ‘cascades’ of stepped 
accommodation ~ in this case a series of 
office spaces that gain individual identity by 
differences in the changes in level, while still 
forming one continuous whole.

The elegant conveyors, highlighted with 
blue neon, carry the cars silently overhead, 
turning at nodes as they continue their slight­
ly m)^terious journey from one part of the 
production process to another. Great atten­
tion has been paid to their acoustic design, 
with the result that, according to Claessen, the 
conveyor that collects plates in the central res­
taurant makes more noise than them.
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Opposite: Zaha Hadid 
used ideas of movement to 
inform the design. Above 
left: the administration 
building sits in the middle 
of the three elements of the 
production facility. Above 
right: the main office areas 
are on the small cascade, 
in the centre of the 
circulation for all workers

to astemi

to assembly

to body in wtvte
■ entranceground level small cascade

to body in white

The office layout was determined by a 
study at the Univereity of Stuttgart, and the 
furniture is by Bene. Sadly, this was the one 
area where the architect did not have sufficient 
control. So although it was able to specify car­
pel in two shades of grey- one for the working 
area and one for circulation - it was not able 
to prevent the introduction of low-level desk 
partitions in a dark-red colour that jumps out 
in the otherwise subdued palette.

Claessen admits that many staff were 
apprehensive before they moved in, saying 
he received complaints that ‘it will smell, it 
will be loud and you won’t be able to work’. 
On average, he says, it takes people two weeks 
to get used to the building, and a further two 
weeks to realise the advantages of improved 
communications and transparency.

Last week (13 May) the building opened 
officially, and BMW launched production of 
its Generation 3 car. At a time when cars are 
becoming increasingly hard to distinguish 
between, BMW has commissioned a build­
ing that is utterly unlike anything that has 
gone before. It will be a hard act to follow.

the architects’ jaurnal[fi7

is that, despite the fact that one senses there 
is a plethora of levels, a single lift provides 
access to all of them.

Here, as at the Phaeno Science Centre in 
Wolfsburg, Hadid has used self-compact­
ing concrete, which can more easily follow 
the curving walls and the rhomboid-shaped 
openings. The finish is boardmarked and of 
a superb quality, adding a tactile and sen­
sual feel to the deliberately austere choice of 
materials. A steel space frame supports the 
roof, and rooflights help bring in daylight.

To compensate anyone uncomfortable 
with open-plan working for the absence of 
private offices, meeting rooms are plenti­
ful. With a total of 650 office workers, there 
are more than 40 meeting rooms that can 
accommodate up to 20 people, and a fur­
ther 40-plus smaller pods, sat within the 
office landscape, that can be used for small­
er meetings or just for private work. These 
lozenge-shaped smaller pods are intriguing, 
featuring perforated ceilings, with acoustic 
baffies looking like giant earplugs hanging 
down beneath them.

Patrik Schumacher, Hadid’s lieutenant and 
jointly credited on this project, says: 'We want­
ed the different activities to happen together
- they may be separated acoustically but not 
visually.’ This includes not just the offices, but 
the test areas around the edge of the build­
ing that are acoustically and environmentally 
screened by glass walls, but remain fully vis­
ible. In addition, the process of audits (the 
thorough examination of every 50th car on 
the production line) lakes place in the open.

Deliberately, not all the production areas 
are accessed at ground-floor level, so that 
production workers have to pass through 
the office at the start and end of the day, 
and when they come back to the canteen at 
midday. At the very highest level, and again 
accessible from the entrance, is the ‘bridge’
- the only part of the building from which 
one can look down on the conveyers.

There are elegantly detailed staircases, 
and the cascades are joined by a combination 
of ramps and steps. Escape stairs are housed 
in deliberately under-emphasised cores. One 
impressive aspect of the building’s planning
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Above left: the 
connected building. 
Above right: 
roofllghts faring In 
daylight. Below: the 
drawings come to life. 
Opposite above: the 
quality of concrete 
is superb. Opposite 
below: changes in 
level break up the 
office spaces; cars 
pass overhead

2B]the architectB' jcxjmal 1 0 May 2005





LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
The proposed relationship between the BMW 
factory and the surrounding landscape is a 
contemporary interpretation of the Classical 
country estate; it has both a productive and 
representative nature. Similar to the BMW 
image, the landscape represents utility 
combined with pleasure.

The 'drive' from the motorway interchange 
to the factory is a carefully orchestrated Bow 
punctuated by the 20m-high sculptured earth 
landmark, and the sense of arrival culminates 
in the car park, which forms an integral 
architectural feature with the central building 
as the focus. The moving spectacle of the car 
park is set into a contrasting natural system of 
reedbed vegetation, which acts as a hydro-filter 
and retention pool for surface-water run-off. 
The large expanse of car-park surface is used 
to generate energy by means of the high heat- 
retainir>g capacity of its dark colour. An integral 
system of water pipes acts as a heat exchanger, 
connected to the factory showers.

The overall landscape design of the new 
BMW plant relates to the scale and character
30|ttie srx;hitect:e' journal

of the surrounding agricultural landscape, and 
its formation into a bold landscape framework 
for future development, consisting of strips 
of woodlar>d. hedgerov^ ar>d roadside tree 
planting as proposed by Becker Gieseke Mohren 
Richard with Albert Speer and Partner. The 
rational organisation of this new production 
landscape Is extended into the landscape 
treatment of the BMW plant. It consists of an 
orthogonal framework of poplar trees that 
provides a transparent subdivision of the entire 
site, while linking built form with exterior space 
Into a dynamic composition of mass and void.

Poplar trees were chosen for their vigorous 
growth, in order to establish a landscape 
structure and favourable microclimate in a 
relatively short time span. The poplars are 
planted in a variety of planting distancesand 
densities, and both whiteand black poplars 
(Populus Alba and Populus Nigra), distinct in 
their cotttrasting tree trunks, are used.

Areas assigned to the future expansion 
of factory buildings are planted with short- 
rotation coppice plantation consisting of

willow species. These arable crops contribute 
to the absorption of carbon dioxide from the 
air and, when harvested, the biomass can be 
used for energy production. In contrast to the 
bold treatment of the plant's periphery, the 
courtyard areas between the buildings are 
scattered with fruit trees; a romantic interlude 
in the factory's rigorous production process.

An expressive garden path provides an 
outdoor circuit combined with areas for 
seating and relaxation. The central building 
Is penetrated by both the outside and inside 
landscape treatment and forms the transition 
between the two contrasting character zones.
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STRUCTURAL DESIGN
The underlying ground conditions on the site 
suggested that traditional spread footings 
would be suitable. Given the concentration of 
loads under isolated columns, reinforced-con- 
crete pad footings were used.

The main superstructure elements consist of 
precast, prestressed concrete slabs, supported 
on precast concrete beams and columns.

The grourrd-floor slab at datum level consists 
ofa ground-bearing, mesh-fabric reinforced 
concrete slab built directly off the ground and 
supported on hard core. Throughout the grourrd 
floor, precast concrete columns based on a 10 x 
1 Om grid were provided to support the first-floor 
slab at level-f 55m.

Thefirst-floor slab, level +5.5m, consists of 
450mm-thick prestressed concrete double-T 
slab units spanning 10m between primary floor 
beams. These primary floor beams again are 
single inverted T-sections, having an overall 
depth of450mm, and span between columns. 
Movement joints are provided within the 
structure at intervals of about 50m to minimise 
the effects of movement caused by shrinkage,

provide vertical support to the first floor and 
roof-slab elements.

The roof structure generally consists of 
precast double-T units supported on precast 
beams based on a 10 x 10m grid and supported 
on columns. However, in certain areasa 
lightweight roof consisting ofa steel space 
frame structure is provided. This lightweight 
roof consists of elongated hexagonal cells 
constructed from hollow-section steelwork. 
Isolated columns continuing upfrom thefirst- 
floor slab provide vertical support to the roof on 
a 20 X 30m grid spacirtg.

temperature variations, creep and settlement.
The structure is framed on both sides of the 

joints by means of nibs or corbels provided off 
the walls and columns, with a sliding bearing to 
sup|)ort the slab or beam to one side. The area 
of first-floor slab, which cuts across at an angle 
in front of the main entrance, has a clear span in 
excess of 45m. The floor-slab construction in this 
area consists of a series of trapezoidal precast 
concrete segments, which vary in depth from 
3.5m to 4.5m.These precast-concrete segments, 
each 2.4m in length, were constructed initially 
on falsework and coupled together using high- 
tensile prestressing strands that were post- 
tensioned and grouted to form a continuous 
beam. Five raking thin columns cluster together 
to form an A-frame support at orteerrd of the 
span, while a simple vertical wall incorporated 
into the adjacent car-plant building provides 
support at the other errd.

in-situ reinforced-concrete walls surrounding 
the stair and lift cores act as main bracing 
elements to assist lateral stability loadings from 
the structures at each level. These walls also

the architects' journal 131ia May SOOS
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Left: special nodes 
(top left in photo) 
turn thecarsaround 
on their silent 
journey. Opposite; 
blue lighting adds a 
touch of drama In the 
monochrome space. 
All elements are as 
linear as possible

BUILDING SERVICES
The essential features of the building and its 
services are:
The facades: The facades allow a high degree 
of transparency while adapting to the external 
environment to control summer solar gains 
and winter heat loss. The amount of glazing 
on each facade was engineered to maximise 
internal comfort. 'Active shading' in the form of 
deciduous trees and external shading is used to 
modulate the sunlight incident on the glazed 
facades to minimise solar gain in the summer, 
maintain natural light levels, reduce glare and 
maximise solar gains in the winter.
Summer operation: Wind-driven and stack- 
driven ventilation via windows and rooflights 
removes heat gains and controls temperatures. 
Rooflights ensure adequate ventilation and 
natural lighting to even the most deep-plan 
areas. Quiet low-pressure fans will ensure

34 I the architects’ journal

adequate ventilation at all times - at minimal 
energy and capital cost. High fioor-to-ceiling 
heights allow temperature stratification in 
the internal spaces, which improves stack 
ventilation and comfort at the occupied level 
during peak summer conditions. The high- 
level openable windows on the external 
facades facilitate a night-cooling strategy.
This cools the building fabric at night to reduce 
peak daytime temperatures during the hot 
summer periods.
Winter operation: During sunny winter days 
the open facades maximise the benefits of 
passive solar heating.This will significantly 
reduce heating-energy requirements during the 
winter. Windows and rooflights are good quality, 
well sealed and double glazed to minimise 
ventilation heat losses. The roof has a very high 
level of insulation.
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Mixed use: offices 
are to the left and 
Inspection areas 
to the right

CREDITS
BUILDING
BMW Central Building, Plant Leipzig 
TENDER DATE
Separate tenders for each package. The first was the 
concrete tender in December 2002 
START ON SITE 
March 2003
CONTRACT COMPLETION 
February 2005
GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR AREA 
26,000m’
TOTALCOST
Around €50 million (£34 million). Due to contractual
and confidentiality reasons, a detailed cost analysis
carvnot be provided
ARCHITECT
Zaha Hadid Architects
DESIGN
Zaha Hadid with Patrik Schumacher 
PROJECT ARCHITECTS 
Jim Heverin/Lars Tekhmann 
DESIGN TEAM
Lars Tekhmann, Eva Pfannes, Kenneth Bostock. 
Stephane Hof, Djordje Stojanovic, Leyre Villorta,
Liam Young, Christiane Fashek, Manuela Gatto,
Tina Gregoric, Cesare Griffa, Yasha Jacob Grobman, 
Filippo Innocent!, Zetta Kotsloni, Oebora Laub, Sarah 
Manning, MaurizioMeossi, Robert Sediak,
Niki Neerpasch, Erk Tong 
PROJECT TEAM
Lars Tekhmann, Jim Heverin, Jan Huebener, Matthias
Frei, CorrteiiusSchlotthauer, Fabian Hecker, Wolfgang
Sunder, Manuela Gatto, Anette Bresinsky, Anneka
Wegerrer, Achim Gergen, Robert Neumayr, Christina
Beaumont, Caroline Anderson
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
Gross Max: Bridget Baines, Eelco Hooftman
PROJECT MANAGER
ARGE Projektsteuerung
STRUCTURAL, CIVIL, SERVICES ENGINEER
AGP Arge Gesamtplanung
STHUCTURALENGINEER
Artthony Hunt Associates
COST CONSULTANT, COORDINATION
AGP Arge Gesamtplanung
ACOUSTIC ENGINEER
PMI
LIGHTING 
Equation Lighting 
MAIN CONTRACTOR
Arge Rohbau, 06AG / Wolf&Mueller GmbH 
SUBCONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS 
Steehvork Max BdgI Bauunternehmung GmbH &Co; 
fit-out+interior g/ass Jaeger Akustik GmbH + Co; 
facade Radeburger Fensterbau/Schneider Fertigbau
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creamIntegrating fire engineering with cutting-edge 
architectural design is truly challenging. With a 
wealth of international expertise worringtonfira 
consulting deliver solutions that match your 
creotive aspirations, satisfying complex fire 
regulations, whotever the project, 
wherever you ore.

So, when choosing a fire engineering partner, 
moke sure you've got the cream • warringtonfire
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warringtonfire
global safety
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ROOFING PROBLEMS?
The solution could be in site.

www.onduline.net
Detailed information on them all is available at your 
fingertips - simply click on to our website or call us
on 020 7727 0533.

Our range of durable and attractive roofing 
products provides cost effective solutions, 
particularly for buildings with lightweight or old, 
weakened roof structures, tt includes Onduline 
roofing sheets, the new Classic 235 tile strips, 
Bardoline bituminous shingles and Ondusteel 
profiled steel tile strips. For those trying to 
accommodate a low roof pitch there’s also 
the Ondulite roof underlay system.

No roofing works harder
Eardley House, 182-184 Campden Hill Road, 
Kensington, London W8 7AS d
Fax: 020 7792 1390 M
Email: enquiries@onduline.net

enquiry 21 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect
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Flexible friends
Modelling technology from Helium 3 is helping Whitbybird 
tackle the challenges of Margate’s new Turner gallery
BY RUTH SUAVID

As long as you don’t want to develop 
a perpetual-motion machine, there 
is almost nothing that is technically 
impossible today. Limits come from 
two interrelated factors: can you 
afford to do it? And can you do it in 
the time available? Since time so often 
equates to money, this is really one 
question rather than two.

And it is a question that engineer 
Whitbybird is keen to tackle. The 
practice has grown rapidly during 
the past few years, an indication that 
it knows not only how to find inter­
esting solutions to difficult questions 
but also that it understands how to 
make money. Merely working on 
award-winning projects is no guaran­
tee of success - the work can be out 
of all proportion to the fees involved. 
The practices that win the prizes can 
find themselves struggling ftnancially 
or yearning for some bread-and-but­
ter work to get back on an even keel.

So members of the practice are 
understandably excited to have found 
a technique that they believe will allow 
them to be more imaginative on the 
difficult projects, and to explore ideas 
and complexity on the more modest 
projects in a way that was previously 
only available on the blockbusters.

The technique comes courtesy of 
two software specialists with their 
origins not in construction but in 
product design. Ian Dulley and lames 
Turner have together formed Helium 
3 and are using their knowledge to 
address problems within architecture 
in ways that have not been done before.

Whitbybird co-founder Mark 
Whitby is enthusiastic. ‘This is 
beginning to allow us to devel- 

smaller-scale solutions that 
were previously only available on

38 [the architects' journal

We ane 
always looking 
for ways to do 
things better.
It is really 
exciting when 
sonfiething new 
comes along’ 
Mike Hitchens, 

Whitbybird

a larger scale,’ he says. ‘And in a 
manner that can be predicted, and 
that we can analyse.’

Mike Hitchens of Whitbybird 
stumbled across the technique by acci­
dent. The engineer was working with 
architect Design Engine on a project 
that involved a small-scale timber grid- 
shell, and Design Engine was working 
with Helium 3. ‘They had a way of 
solving three-dimensional problems 
that blew me away,’ says Hitchens.

Underpinning the technique is a 
method of modelling the surface of a 
structure and, from this, generating a 
geometry that can then be modified 
easily without the need to go back 
to basics. This means that the design 
team can generate the model relative­
ly early in the process, and can make 
numerous changes without having to 
go back to the beginning and do lots 
of calculations all over again. It works 
by using spatial geometry to link all 
the components in a building intel­
ligently. From there you make your 
adjustments to the shape, and the 
drawing automatically regenerates. 
Only at the very end do you have to 
print out your drawings.

On this original gridshell, the engi­
neer was able to develop a standard 
node with Helium 3. This node, which 
allowed variations of angle in con­
nection, could then remain, however 
the geometry of the gridshell varied. 
The team had created a reproduc­
ible, manufacturable component that 
allowed constantly varying geometry 
in the structure itself - exactly the 
combination of repetition and flex­
ibility that is needed if affordable, 
imaginative design is to be a reality.

For Whitbybird this was a great 
discovery because it knew how much

time working on non-standard struc­
tures commonly involved.‘We can do 
complex 3D design,’ says Hitchens, 
‘but we are always looking for ways 
to do things better. It is really exciting 
when something new comes along.’

Recent challenges included the 
transferstructureon the BBC building 
with MacCormac Jamieson Pritchard 
which, says Hitchens, ‘took a lot of 
grunt’, and the much-criticised design 
that Foster did for Selfridges, which 
seems to have quietly died. This was 
also a hugely complex stnicture that 
had to be modelled with lasers. The 
Helium 3 solution, in contrast, gener­
ates relatively small files that can be 
re-run easily.

So when the practice was appoint­
ed as the structural engineer on the 
competition-winning design by 
Snohctta/Spence for Turner Con­
temporary, it turned gratefully to the 
boffins at Helium 3 for assistance. It 
knew that it had taken on a really dif­
ficult project and that it needed all the 
help it could get.

Turner Contemporary is a £15 
million gallery in Margate, birthplace 
of IMW Turner. It is intended both as 
a gallery for work by Turner and other 
artists of his time and ours, and as a 
catalyst for regeneration of the run­
down seaside town.

Snohetta/Spence’s solution will 
certainly make a splash. The gallery 
sits in the sea itself, at a very exposed 
point on England’s east coast, and is 
linked to a smaller entrance building 
on the Grade ll-listed pier by a 12m 
footbridge. A rounded, organic form, 
the gallery existed originally only as a 
handcrafted sanded timber model.

Whitbybird, appointed after the 
architect won the competition with a

1 9 May 2005

op



Making waves: 
the new gallery 
sits in the sea, 
linked bya 
12m footbridge 
to an entrance 
building on 
Margate's Grade 
ll-listed pier
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different engineer, faced a number of All aboard: like 
unusual chalienges. It had to ensure an anchored ship, 
that the building not only stood up the gallery will
and kept the rain out - the usual con- consistof two
straints- but also that it kept out the 
sea and that neither all nor part of it separated by 
would be washed away in storms.

One of the first moves was to per­
suade the architect to change from its 
original choice of materials to steel, 
so that shipbuilding techniques could 
be used. After all, ship designers 
and builders know how to deal with 
exactly the conditions that Turner 
Contemporary will encounter in the 
worst of the winter storms. Like a 
steel ship permanently at anchor, the 
gallery will consist of two steel welded 
skins, separated by curved steel ribs.

They designed a set of stepped 
concrete-piled foundations that will 
sit comfortably beneath the stepped 
underside of the building, which 
will be floated in from the shipyard, 
rotated, and bolted into place on its 
concrete seat during the six hours of 
low tide.

So, problem solved. Well, not quite.
Just a few questions remained. How 
to describe the structure so that the 
fabricators could assemble it? Indeed, operation may 
how to describe the structure at all?
And, of equal importance, how to 
describe it so that the architect could the attention 
change and develop it? After all, this 
was a competition-winning design, 
and we all know that such designs are angineerS, HOW 
far from complete. They may have a 
brilliant vision, but start working for 
real with the nitty-gritty of the project NSt one
and there is bound to be a need for 
several modifications.

Originally, the architect had devel­
oped a shrink-wrapped computer 
model of its initial physical model in 
FormZ. This was a very large model, 
hungry for computer power and, 
therefore, discouraging experimen­
tation and change. Whitbybird then 
tried modelling it in Bentley TriFor- 
ma but found that it was, according 
to Hitchens,‘not intelligent', and that 
m^ng changes took too long.

Then Helium 3 rode to the rescue 
- or at least was called in. It simplified 
the original FormZ model by remod­
elling it, first tracing the original 
FormZ model with a new intelligent 
curved profile. From this it was pos­
sible to define a standard curved 
rib, forming elliptical hoops, which

40|t^e architecta’ journal

steel welded skins

curved steel ribs

'Whereas in changes automatically as the external 
shape changes.

This meant both architect and 
engineer were able to make changes, 
refining the shape of the window, 
reflecting the internal requirements, 
and making it more streamlined and 
wave-resistant. Changes happened 
rapidly and the results could then be 
exported for analysis. ‘You can very 
easily convert the information into 
TriForma,’ says Hitchens. ‘Then the 
normal process takes over and you 
churn out the 2D drawings.’

Hitchens found the process to be 
much quicker and far less demanding 
of staff. Whereas in the past an opera­
tion may have required the attention 
of four engineers, now it can be com­
pleted with just one engineering 
technician.

This process is also valuable 
because it can generate DWG and 
DGN drawings in a manner that the 
fabricators can understand easily.

Turner Contemporary is due to 
open in 2007. When it does, some of 
the refinement at least will be thanks 
to the work with Helium 3.

Whitbybird is not just a successful 
engineer; it is also fiercely independ­
ent and proud of its own skills, so that 
when, for example, there was a rash of 
pedestrian bridges with architects in

the driving seat of the design, Whit­
bybird remained aloof from these 
collaborations. Instead it insisted that 
an engineering practice could design 
such projects on its own (albeit with 
the occasional architect in its employ) 
and proved it by going on to win 
many projects and awards.

So this degree of reliance on an 
external supplier like Helium 3 seems 
surprising. Why doesn’t the engineer 
just want to absorb the technology 
and run with it itself? First, explains 
Hitchens, because it is just so good. 
‘It’s not that Helium 3 has come up 
with something that nobody else 
had considered - just that it has got 
it right.

‘We have been talking to Bentley 
about parametric modelling for two 
years,’ explained Hitchens. ‘These 
guys from another industry have 
got it and have used it. We are in our 
infancy.*

And learning is not a rapid proc­
ess. ‘We have found that taking 
the software and learning it is easy,’ 
says Hitchens, ‘but learning how to 
use it on real projects takes about 18 
months.’

By which time, doubtless, Helium 
3 will have advanced its technology 
further, and will be as indispensable 
to the engineer then as it is today.

10 May 2005
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Loss and expense
How do you build innovative housing and ensure there is 
confidence in the long-term durability of the end product?
BY AUSTIN WILLIAMS

Only last month (AJ 7.4.05) we noted 
that the dream of so-called ‘inno­
vative housing’, let alone £60,000 
pre-fabs, was floundering due to the 
fact that mortgage companies were 
not happy to take the risk on experi­
mental building types.

Now, the BRE is trialling a new 
Loss Prevention Standard for Innova­
tive Housing (LPS 2020) that has gone 
through rigorous consultations with 
a range of stakeholder organisations, 
from insurers and mortgage lenders 
to manufacturers, and is intended to 
deal with their concerns. It will be 
finalised by the end of the year and 
will be available, in draft form, at 
BRE’s Offsite2005* event next month. 
Its intention, inter alia, is to ‘provide 
a single and consistent method for 
assessing the design and performance 
of innovative building systems that 
do not have an adequate track record 
in the UK.’

In the same way that Scottish 
Building Regulations have )ust 
changed from proscriptive regulations 
into more fluffy technical standards, 
so the intention of LPS 2020 will set 
up generic performance standards. 
These will stipulate that the building 
must comply with these perform­
ance specifications before a certificate 
can be issued that will satisfy the 
warrant body.

In addition to the general require­
ment that the innovative construction 
project meets certain Building Regu­
lations criteria, the building will also 
be assessed for a range of ethereal 
issues, such as safety, durability and 
functionality, resilience, repair- 
ability, whole-life performance and 
adaptability. The Council of Mort­
gage Lenders (CML), which is party 
to the consultation - and inevitably 
is driving a great deal of the proc­
ess of stipulation - still has concerns 
that the durability must relate to a 
building lifespan of 60 years (for a 
35-year mortgage offer), and that the 
buildings must be capable of being 
repaired ‘using locally available skills

1 S May a003

though it has been around for a decade 
or more. It is the iO-year proven track 
record of light-guage steel construc­
tion, and the large amount of research 
data reinforcing the acceptability of 
the material in use, that has given the 
NHBC confidence to accept it.

Allowing alterations
But the CML says it will only war­
rant designs that are flexible enough 
to allow alterations such as 'fitting a 
conservatory.’ Hardly the stuff of inno­
vation, it seems. Moreover, it su^ests 
that LPS 2020 should cover manufac­
turing processes as well as site erection 
procedures and performance before it 
will consider offering a mortgage, or if 
it does offer a mortgage, it will do so 
only on the basis that the LPS 2020 
certificate will effectively guarantee 
that work on site has complied.

In reality, this is just a toughening 
up of existing certification proce­
dures, although, in theory, it can be 
done by self-cerlificalioii or through a 
third-party warranty-provider. Archi­
tects engaged in this type of certifier’s 
role already take risks In certifying 
the work of others, and the LPS 2020 
certification procedure will carry it 
to a new level of liability. Speculative 
developers will need to ensure that 
they have complied or they will not be 
able to sell properties on, while self­
builders might have their mortgage 
revoked on completion if an unfa­
vourable report prevents a certificate 
being issued.

The problem with trying to offi­
cially sanction innovation is that it 
tends to kill the very thing it is trying 
to encourage. If increased legislative 
and bureaucratic hoops are put in the 
way of innovation - as if there aren’t 
enough already - and if you have to 
show that your brand-new product 
will definitely last for 60 years, then 
maybe it’s just that little bit easier to 
stick with the tried and tested.
* 0ffsite2005 is a BRE conference to he 
held at its Watfijrd site from 6-9 June. 
Visit WWW. offsitelOOS. com for deta ils
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and should not present repair issues 
greater in extent or more complex 
than traditional designs’.

‘This is not 

an argument 
against 
innovation, 
but we need 

to ensure 
that there is a 
track record, 
so that the 
problems can 
be quantified’ 
Andrew 

Heywood, 

Council of 

Mortgage 

Lenders

Home comforts
Andrew Heywood, senior policy 
adviser at the CML, says the certifi­
cate will provide a necessary comfort 
for howeowners who ‘will not want to 
discover that their windows, say, are 
at a greater risk of replacement’ than 
with less innovative materials. ‘This 
is not an argument against innova­
tion,’ he adds, ‘but we need to ensure 
that there’s a track record, so that the 
problems can be quantified. That is 
the point of the certification. If we 
have a certificate, then it shouldn’t be 
a problem for lenders.’

The BRE has defined ‘innovative’ 
as a) that which falls outside exist­
ing standards and codes, in terms of 
materials, manufacturers and build­
ing processes; and, b) that which has 
a limited track record in the UK. For 
example, while timber frame is some­
thing that will not require an LPS 
2020 certificate because of its suffi­
cient proven history, something like 
timber-framed structural insulated 
panels will.

laya Skandamoorthy of the BRE 
likens the process to that of the Nation­
al House Building Council (NHBC), 
which is only now happy to warrant 
light-guage steel-frame housing, even



Going up
Tall buildings seminar 2005
Creating vertical urban communities
How can we design innovative tall buildings that are practical, safe and 
enjoyable places to live, work and play in, and which contribute to their 
surroundings? Leading experts from across the construction industry wili 
present their views on the future of high-rise design and what is needed 
to create organic urban communities within these buildings. After the 
presentations, the topic wili be opened to the floor to stimulate debate 
about this important issue.

Chaired by:
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An end to the uncertainty? by Abstract 40? We expect that most 
firms will take this approach. Has the 
firm incorrectly applied SSAP 9 in 
earlier accounts? Does Abstract 40 do 
no more than clarify SSAP 9?

The first thing to consider is, has 
SSAP 9 been superseded by Abstract 
40? If so, how will any adjustment 
arising fix>m Abstract 40 be taxed, and 
what policy should be adopted for the 
firm’s accounts?

We take a look at the way changes in accounting procedures 
will affect your practice’s system of revenue recognition
BY GEORGE BULL

When published by the Accounting 
Standards Board (ASB), Application 
Note G (known as AN G) created 
uncertainty among professional 
firms, because some commentators 
believed it required them to acceler­
ate income recognition on short-term 
contracts. This would result in part­
ners paying tax on income that they 
had not yet received. Recognising 
this risk, many managing partners 
set about reducing levels of work 
in progress and maximising billing. 
Even in the absence of AN G, this 
made sound commercial sense.

On 10 March 2005, the ASB’s 
Urgent Issues Task Force issued 
Abstract 40, which redefines UK Gen­
erally Accepted Accounting Practice 
for revenue recognition of service 
contracts. This is to be welcomed, 
although some uncertainties remain.

work, which previously would have 
been treated as work in progress. For 
partnerships this could be significant, 
if only because of the need to recog­
nise the fair value of partner time.
# The fair value of contract activ­
ity will take account of normal (or 
expected) recovery rates. Estimates of 
fair value may also take account of the 
stage of completion of the contract at 
the accounting date.
# If fees are contingent, they will not 
be recognised until the contingency 
is resolved.
# Except for genuinely unresolved 
contingent abstracts, unbilled work 
on service contracts wUI be disclosed 
to debtors as ‘amounts recoverable 
on contracts’. Unresolved contingent 
contracts will continue to be dis­
closed as work in progress and stated 
at the lower of cost and net reasonable 
value, which could in some cases be 
nil. However, if the bulk of a firm’s 
work is conducted on a contingent 
basis, it is likely that the relevant costs, 
or perhaps a percentage thereof based 
on past experience, would be carried 
forward as work in progress to match 
future income.

If applying Abstract 40 gives rise 
to material adjustments to financial 
statements, it is necessary to con­
sider the impact on previous periods 
and how this should be reflected. 
The Task Force gives no guidance on 
this, but firms must determine which 
approach to adopt, based on their 
own circumstances. Consequently, is 
the SSAP 9 (Statement of Standard 
Accounting Processes) ‘Stocks and 
Long Term Contracts’ superseded

'Not
withstanding 
uncertainties 
regarding 
the practical 
application 
of Abstract 
40, it is dear 
that many 
firms will face 
accelerated 
tax liabilities'

When adjustments apply
The legislation provides that the 
‘adjustment’ should be treated as aris­
ing on the last day of the first period 
of account for which the new basis is 
adopted. The adjustment is allocated 
to the partners in the profit-sharing 
ratios (PSR) of the 12 months ending 
immediately prior to the date the new 
basis is adopted.

If additional income is not rec­
ognised in the accounts, and the 
adjustment treated as applying only 
for tax purposes, then the effective rate 
of tax suffered by partners could cause 
problems where the figures are large.

If additional income is recognised 
in the accounts, issues of funding 
the additional profit share may arise. 
Companies may therefore wish to 
restrict the ability of partners to 
draw down profits, perhaps limit­
ing this to amounts sufficient only to 
cover the corresponding additional 
tax liabilities.

Notwithstanding some uncer­
tainties regarding the practical 
application of Abstract 40, it is clear 
that many firms will face accelerated 
tax liabilities as a result. With the first 
tax paymentsdueon 31 January 2007, 
firms now need to determine their 
approach to revenue recognition. 
Firms with 30 June 2005 year ends 
have the least time to plan.
George Bull is head of the profasional 
practices group at accountant Baker TiUy. 
EmaiL george.bull@bakertilly.co. uk

Accounting consequences
Abstract 40 requires that, for account­
ing periods ending in or after 22 June 
2005, contracts for services should be 
accounted for as the contract activ­
ity progresses, and revenue should be 
recognised to reflect the seller’s par­
tial performance of its contractual 
obligations. The amount recognised 
should reflect any uncertainties as 
to the amount that the customer 
will pay. However, where the right 
to consideration does not arise until 
the occurrence of a critical event, rev­
enue is not recognised until that event 
occurs. This is likely to mean that;
• There will be a one-off accelera­
tion of profit recognition as turnover 
will be increased by the ‘fair value’ of

RELEVANT DATESAND EFFECTS OF NEW CHANGES
First period Dateofadjusiment
affected ending

Yearend Date of 
tax charge

Taxyear Allocated to partners Tax payment 
inPSRforyearending date

31 March 
30 April 
30June

31 March/1 April 2005 
30 April/1 May 2005 
30June/lJuly2004
30 September/1 October 2004
31 December 2004/IJanuary 2005

31.3.06 31.3.06
30.4.06

2005/06 31.3.05 31.1.07
30.4.06 
30.6.05

30 September 30.9.05

31 December 31.12.05

2006/07 30.4.05 31.1.08
30.6.05 31.1.072005/06 30.6.04

31.1.0730.9.05 2005/06 30.9.04
31.1.0731.12.05 2005/06 31.12.04
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more control on 
the volume
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All the quality you would 
expect from Stannah without 
the need for a motor room.
■ Improved performance
■ Reduced building and

operating costs

+

Conbloc
Part E compliant
Hanson Building Products is one of the UK’s leading 
manufacturers of precast concrete building blocks and 
supplies the Conbloc range which satisfies the 
requirements of f^rt E and complies with British 
Standards.

Contact H^son Building FVoducts on 08706 097091 to 
discover how Conbloc can help your next project

For further information contact

Hanson Building Products 
Marketing Department 
Stewartby
Bedford MK43 9LZ

08706 097091 
01234 762040

Tel;
Fax;
Email: info@hansonbp.com 
Web: www.hanson.biz

Send for free information

♦ MOTOR ROOM-LESS
Hanson

WITH PROVEN HYDRAULIC SAFETY

Trust Stannah to ^
make things easier" Stannah
Telephone: 01264 339090 ^^

//
building products building confidence

Conbloc email: passengerliftsales@stannah.co.uk

www.stannah.co.uk
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Coast to coast
IAN ALEXANDER

6.000 Miles
At the Lighthouse, 11 Mitchell Lane, Glasgow, until 7 June

Some years ago my wife and I travelled in 
our now deceased Mini around the edge of 
Scotland - a journey that took us from the 
western coast of Argyll to the eastern coast 
of Fife by way of John o’Groals. En route 
we paused at Loch Ewe and discovered the 
crumbling concrete coastal defences that 
protected this haven of the North Atlantic 
fleet during the Second World War.

‘6,000 Miles’ - the title refers to the 
approximate length of the Scottish coastline 
- examines this ever-changing landscape, 
modified by mankind’s activity and the 
erosion caused by the weather. This investi­
gation is timely, because landscape research 
and practice is gathering new intelligence 
and creating interesting solutions in the field 
of the built environment.

The exhibition is constructed around five 
invited practices’ examinations of different 
themes and their relation to the coast, namely: 
energy and environment, leisure and con­
sumption, production and transportation,

weather and time and work and habitation. 
These ‘speculations’, as they are referred to 
in the catalogue, range from the polemic to 
the strategic.

Gross Max, for instance, proposes the use 
of Torness Power Station to create a nuclear- 
powered iceberg. ‘Pyrotechnic Peonies’, by 
Wiszniewski Thomson Architects, is a new 
landscaping and lighting strategy for Por- 
tobello based on firework trajectories in the 
night sky. Graven Images, under the banner 
of work and habitation, has a projea for a 
sashimi machine at Tarlair Lido in Banff, fus­
ing both the Scottish and Japanese culinary 
traditions in the consumption of fish. In the 
context of Scotland’s growing tradition of 
‘foodie’ holidays, the combination of fish, 
view and architecture seems most enticing.

The design of the exhibition is dramatic, 
operating much like an art installation. It 
creates impact for the visitor through the 
blackout of the space and the almost sacred 
hosting of the individual proposals, all of

which are carefully lit and positioned along 
a boardwalk.

On entering the space, a horizontal 
light box at eye level displays the defences, 
pleasure piers, docks, lighthouses and other 
phenomena to be found along the coast. 
Their location and history is documented 
by Geoffrey Snell in the accompanying book, 
which will become a valuable resource for 
future researchers. Time-lapse photographic 
pieces (large projected images) called ‘Petro- 
lia’, by artist Emily Richardson, are visually 
entrancing. To stand and observe the move­
ment of oil rigs, the changing coastal sky and 
weather, takes the viewer into the heart of 
the subject matter.

These projections also do not avoid 
the truth that the coastline is exploited by 
mankind. Beneath the abstracted beauty of 
these film pieces lies the challenge; to bring 
environmental balance to these robust, yet 
delicate, places.
Ian Alexander is an architect in Glasgow

Exhibits ares|K»tlit in the darkened space of the Lighthouse
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Domestic bliss
ELAIN HARWOOD

Housey Mousey: A Pattern Book of Ideal Homes
By Clare Meihuish and Pierre d'Avoine. Black Dog Publishing, 2005. 256pp. £24.95

studio often occupies the focal position in the 
scheme. This was very evident in d’Avoine’s 
Sheendale Studios in Richmond (1987-89), 
where a fold-down desk is built into the 
staircase landing. It is seen on a larger scale 
in a house and studio in east London for 
an artist and graphic designer, where work 
spaces occupy two-thirds of the built area.

Is this Modernism? The long narrowplans 
are often coupled with double-height living 
or studio spaces, reminiscent of Le Corbusi­
er’s Uniti d’Habitation and the terrace of 
narrow houses by Bill and Gill Howell with 
Stanley Amis in Hampstead. The materials 
are a partial steel frame often combined with 
timber, encouraging the possibilities of off­
site prefabrication. But this is a measured, 
pragmatic Modernism - even in d’Avoine’s 
largest single realisation, Big House in 
Mortlake (1999-2002). His Monad House, 
runner-up in the Welsh House for the Future 
Competition in 2000, invites comparison 
with recent houses that recreate the barn in 
the landscape, such as Mole Architects’ Black 
House at Prickwillow or Dow Jones’ Mar­
shall House in Suffolk.

D’Avoine’s greatest preoccupation is 
with suburbia, lust as Britain invented the 
industrial city, so philanthropists thereaf­
ter encouraged those workers who could to 
move out - Ebenezer Howard was but the 
most famous clerk to take up commuting. 
D’Avoine and Meihuish argue that, along 
with the breakdown of the post-war nuclear 
family, we see DIY degrading the manicured, 
stereotyped swathes of suburbia.

It is in its subtle alternatives for infill and 
extension, such as the Invisible House and 
south London’s While House, that this book 
offers most possibilities for the future. A 
pity, then, that some of the essays are from 
the early and mid-1990s and are palpably 
out of date, repackaged as texts - little pearls 
of wisdom - like those of a previous cou­
ple responsible for an Ideal Home house, 
the Smithsons. It does not work. We are not 
yet back in the early 1990s recession that 
starved d’Avoine and his contemporaries of 
the chance to build; rather, the last five years 
have seen new opportunities for small-scale 
architect-designed houses and extensions. 
Elain Harwood is a historian with English 
Heritage

Last year Pierre d’Avoine staged a quirky 
exhibition of housing designs at the RIBA, 
working with students from London Metro­
politan University who peopled models of 
his houses with Bob the Builder and Bratz 
dolls (A| 18.11.04). Here, belatedly and more 
seriously, is the book, intended as a pattern 
book for modern housing in the manner of 
those produced in the 18th century, and with 
essays by d’Avoine and his partner, the histo­
rian Clare Meihuish.

D’Avoine, born in Bombay in 1951, has 
lived in Britain since 1962, but has worked 
extensively abroad. One of RIBA’s ‘40 imder 
40’ in the late 1980s, he has been commended 
as a thinking man’s architect, without having 
produced a major work in Britain.

This is not a practice history as such, for it 
does not include any commercial work, such 
as his competition entry for Grand Build­
ings off Trafalgar Square (1985) or shops for 
Michiko Koshino in Japan. What d’Avoine 
offers, in a series of carefully presented plans, 
elevations and renderings, is a series of pro­
posals for infill housing - some realised, 
many not-that address 21st-century living.

These range from Invisible House (1997- 
98) for a backland site in Acton, its lower 
floor submerged in the ground, to a high- 
profile terrace of Slim Houses, 5m wide, 
shown at the Ideal Home Exhibition in 1999. 
All are long, narrow plans, usually with some 
form of internal courtyard or lightwell, or 
bent around a central courtyard. D’Avoine 
gives his sources as Schindler’s modest 
houses, built using natural materials, and 
the Case Study Houses; I was reminded loo 
of Phippen, Randall and Parks’ narrow ter­
raced houses at the Ryde, Hatfield, built for a 
housing association in 1964.

There are some common characteris­
tics for the modern house. Many have a 
landscaped flat roof, developed most thor­
oughly in his Climate House scheme for 
Tehran, where the roof acts also as a ther­
mal insulator and contains solar panels. By 
combining high insulation, and requiring 
relatively little energy in their construction, 
such schemes offer great possibilities for the 
21 St century.

The other modern twists are the amount 
of space devoted to concealed storage and 
secondary bathrooms, while the office or

1 0 May a005

Top: Big House, Mortlake, London. Above: 
White House, Barnes, London
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Gina Burdass: Paintings
At Archeus, i Albermatie St, London Wl, until 28 May

We are used to major architectural practices 
being nurseries for the stars of the next 
generation, but less so nowadays to the 
studios of leading artists acting in the 
same way, writes James Dunnett. Perhaps 
it is recognised that the heavy work 
involved in creating sculpture can require 
assistants; indeed, Anthony Caro worked 
for Henry Moore, and Terry Frost for 
Barbara Hepworth in that capacity. But 
the exacting task of making large and 
immaculately crafted paintings such as 
those of Bridget Riley can be similarly 
demanding, and Gina Burdass, whose own 
work Is on view at Archeus, acted for Riley 
in the same way.

She must have been a very good assistant 
because the craftsmanship of her paintings 
is indeed immaculate - colours and whites 
laid on with flawless exactness. But in the 
case of the best assistants the relationship 
with the master's work goes deep»er than 
that, and Burdass certainly takes forward 
the spirit of scientific precision evident 
especially in Riley's earlier ‘Op Art' paintings.

Riley's work, however, tends to be 
multiplex, with numerous stripes or shapes 
repeated in a pattern across the entire

surface, while Burdass' work is limited to 
one or two broad bands of colour or - as 
in most of the paintings in this show - to 
a small number of coloured rectangles 
placed on a white ground around the edge 
of the canvas. Indeed, the whiteness of the 
ground is sometimes so intense that one is 
reminded of the all-white painting argued 
about so fiercely In Yasmin Reza's play Art 
- but here the expression lies in the colour 
sequences of the rectangles, which reflect 
an acute sensibility.

An art comparable to science, in which 
the impact of each colour has been 
g raduated with the precision of a chemical 
equation, its properties having been 
codified with exactitude in advance, has 
been a goal aspired to since the beginning 
of the 20th century. I know of no artist 
today whose work gives the impression 
of having been created in that way more 
nearly than does that of Burdass. Yet the 
slyness with which unexpected colours are 
juxtaposed also contains humour, catching 
you unawares. The mistress of her means, 
she can play games with you. Long may the 
research continue.
James Dunnett is an architect in London

Re-Reading Perspecta: The First Fifty Years of the Yale Architectural Journal
Edited by Robert Stern et al. MfT Press, 2005.830pp. £48.95

Though more suited to the sturdiest 
table than the average lap, this massive 
heavyweight volume has a reason to be 
so, writes Andrew Mead, for it reflects both 
the format of Perspecta and the number 
of'classic' submissions to it during its first 
50 years. There are Rowe and Slutzk/s 
two celebrated essays on Transparer>cy: 
Literal ar>d Pher>omenat', Frampton on 
Critical Regionalism, Venturi'sComp/cxjly 
and Contradiction in embryo. Louis Kahn, 
Jim Stirling, Charles Moore, Sandy Wilson 
and Giancarlo De Carlo are some of the 
architects who contribute; Vincent Scully 
and Henry Russell-HItchcock some of 
the scholars.

One-time chair of Yale's Department of 
Architecture, Paul Rudolph, is a recurring 
presence, both as author and subject; and 
Scully's verdict on the troubled Art and 
Architecture Building is that: 'Wth every 
passing year, one is more and more pleased 
that Rudolph fought it out as he did. There 
his building stands, as indestructible as 
he could make it - one of the enduring 
monuments to the marvellous irrationality 
of art and to the blessed restlessness of the 
human spirit'

There were 30 issues of Perspecta In its 
first half-century, each with student editors 
free to pursue their own agenda. But while 
that means the focus may change sharply

from issue to issue, the Journal does indicate 
(sometimes even inaugurate?) shifts in 
architectural culture in the world outside 
Yale - especially as Post-Modernism comes 
to the fore.

In the late 1980s, Perspecta22 was. In 
editor Peggy Oeameris words, 'a circling 
of the wagons to postpone the Invasion 
of theory'; then Perspecta 23 'opened the 
floodgates'. Though Moneo's 'The Idea of 
Lasting', with its stress on materials and 
making, is a counter to such 'essays' as 
Jennifer Bioomer's 'Vertex and Vortex', with 
its endless futile wordplay, It seems from the 
selections in this volume that Perspecta has 
lacked its old momentum since.
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Yorkshire
Stephen Morent; ArchitectHrai

Saturday2i May, iS.OO. 
Morant's sculptures will be on show 
in Mandela Gardens, Millennium 
Sq, Leeds, on 21 May. Details 0113 
283 2600, extension 4106.
Janes Soane (Protect Oranfol 
Thursday2June, IS.OO.AIectureat 
the Arts Tower, Sheffield University. 
Details lectures@suas.org 
The New Hurel Desisa Ecooony 
- Architectore after A|ricailere 
22-23Jurte. A conference at the 
DEFRA/CSL conference centre, Sand 
Hutton, York. Details Ian Hunter 
01706827961.
RIBA CPD Evont: Oiagnosiai Defects io
Buildings Tuesday28June. A seminar 
at Wakefield Town Hall. Details 
01132456250.
Ettore Spallatti Unt//7August. An 
exhibition at the Henry Moore 
Institute, 74 The Headrow, Leeds. 
Details01132467467.
William Torehell Until 9 October.
A retrospective at the Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park, West Bretton, 
Wakefield, partly in Feilden Clegg 
Bradle/s new underground gallery. 
Details01924832631.

London
Bennetts Associates 19May-2SJune.
An exhibition at the RIBA, 66 Portland 
Place, W1. Details 020 7580 5533. 
Ecobuild 2005 24 2S May. Conference 
and exhibition at the QEII Conference 
Centre, SW1. Details 020 8822 6918. 
Jean Nouvd Wednesday 25 May. 19.00. 
A talk about AgbarTower at Union 
Cha pel, Compton Terrace, N1. Details 
www.architecturefoundation.org.uk 
Stephen Gill L/ntif27May. Urban 
photographs at the Architectural 
Association, 36 Bedford Sq, WC1. 
Details 020 7887 4000.
AJ SmaH Prefects Until 28 May. An 
exhibition at the RIBA, 66 Portland 
Place, W1. Details 0207580 5533. 
Sculpture in the Workplace; Slone 
Unt/f32une. Agroupexhik»tionat 
One Canada Square, Canary Wharf. 
Details020 74182257.
Urkan Space by Design 3-30 June. An 
exhibition at the GLA building, SE1. 
Details 020 7307 3681.
Avant-Garde Graphics 1918-1834 
Unti75 June. An exhibition at the 
Estorick Collection, 39a Canonbury 
Sq, N1. Details020 7704 9522. 
Submission Documents That Win 
Monday 13 June. AColander course 
at a London venue. (Details 020 8771 
6445 (www.colander.co.uk).
RIBA CPB Event; Designing Oat Decline - 
Regeneration of Communities Tuesday 
14 June. At the RIBA, 66 Portland 
Place, W1. Details 01892 515878. 
Edgar Marlins Until 18 June. Urban 
photographs at Photofusion,
17a Electric Lane, SW9. Details 
02077385774.
Sustainablo Constractiea: A Practical
Workshop Tuesday 12 July. A course 
at the University of Westminster. 
Details www.greenregister.org 
International Arts and Crafta 
Until 24 July. A major exhibition at 
the V&A, Cromwell Rd, SW7. Details 
www.vam.ac.uk

South East
Amber Repair Workihop Tuesday 
24 May. A course at the Weald & 
Down land Open Air Museum, 
Singleton, Chichester. Details 
01243811464.
RIBA CPD Euent: Maaterclasi on 
Sustainability Wednesdoy6Juiy, 18.00. 
At the De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill on 
Sea.Details01892 515878.

Trad Sandback Until26June. An 
exhibition of acrylic yarn sculptures 
at Kettle's Yard, Castle St, Cambridge. 
Details 01223 352124.
Henry Moore and the ChailcHge of 
Architsetun Until 310ctober. An 
exhibition at Sheep Field Barn, Perry 
Green, Herts. Details01279843333.

Scotland
6,000 Milos Until 7 June. An exhibition 
which uses the Scottish coast as its 
starting point. At The Lighthouse,
11 Mitchell Lane, Glasgow. Details 
01412216362.
Euorgrosn Until 3 July. A group 
exhibition at Inverleith House, Royal 
Botanic Garden, Edinburgh. Details 
0131 2482983.

North
Using Hiritage & Cultural Assets it 
Reieniratisn 8-9 June. A conference 
at Gateshead and Newcastle. Details 
Samantha Shore 0117 975 0459.

Wessex
Thinking of the Outside: Now Art osd
tho City of Briitol21 May-3 July.
Art works displayed In 'unusual 
locations' sited across Bristol's 
historic city centre. Details 
www.thinkingoftheoutside.com 
Troobloshooting Construction Contractu 
Wednesday 8 June. A Construction 
Study Centre course at the Avon 
Gorge Hotel, Clifton, Bristol. Details 
01214343337.
Design for Solar Thursday 30 June.
A Green Register seminar at the 
Create Centre, Smeaton Road, Bristol. 
(Detailswww.greenregister.org 
Kennath Armitage Until 3 July. An 
exhibition at the New Art Centre 
& Sculpture Park, Roche Court, East 
Winterslow, near Salisbury. Details 
01960862244.

Wales
Patrick Shanahan: Paradnitos
Until 22 May. Photographs of the 
Eden Centre. At Ffologallery, Turner 
House, Plymouth Rd, Penarth. 
Details 029 20341667.

North West
Seaa Griffiths (FATI Wednesday25 
May, J9.30.AlectureattheGrosverK)r 
Museum, Grosvenor St, Chester. 
Details0161 833 2037.
Parks for Pooplo Wednesday8 Jur\e. A 
conference at the Maritime Museum, 
Uverpool. Details 0118 946 9068.
Art, Regeneratiea, Community 
W^nesdoy8June, 18.30. Adebate 
at the Greenbank Lecture Theatre, 
Preston. BookingsOI 772 258248.
Vito Accanci; Self/Sound/City 
Until 12 June. An exhibition at 
FACT, 88 Wood St, Liverpool.
Details 0151 7074444.

International
ArchHocturo Biennale Rotterdam
26May-26June. On the relation 
between architecture and water. 
Curated by Adriaan Gue2e. Details 
www.biennalerotterdam.nl 
Andrei Palladio and tbo Vtnito ViHa: 
From Potrarcb to Carlo Scarpa 
Until 3 July. An exhibition at the 
Museo Palladio, Vicenza. Details 
www.cisapalladio.org 
Robert Mallot-Stcvens Until 29 
August. A major retrospective at 
the Pompidou Centre, Paris. Details 
www.centrepompidou.fr
InfonTiaTion for inclusion should be sent to 
Andrew Mead atThe Architects'Journal at 
least two weeks before publication.
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East
Will Aleep: Art and Archttecturo 
Wednesday 25 May, 19.30. A lecture 
at the New Campus. Hertfordshire 
University.Details07971 789882. 
Getting Ready lor Major Changee te 
the Buildiag Rcgulatiens Wednesday 
8 June. A Construction Study Centre 
course at Impirtgton, Cambridge. 
Details0121 4343337.
RIBA CPB Evont: Snbsidence, Foundatinn 
Fiilura and Underpinning Wednesday 
8 June, 13.15. At New Hall, Cambridge. 
Details 01223 566285.
Developmenti in 19th Century Houatng 
Saturday fSJune. A Victorian Society 
study day at Cambridge. (Details 
01799 521290.

South
West Ml(dlandsJem Finer; The Centra al the Unhrerae

4-30Jut}e. A display of a large-scale 
spiral tower with radio dish. At 
Oxford University Parks, Parks Rd, 
Oxford. Details 01865 248822.

Suitainable Buildings aed Servicce
16-1 /June. A Green Register 
introductory course at Birmingham. 
Detailswww.greenregister.org
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1 ruth glover 
♦ architectural consultingAmpersand Associates Limited

prides itself on quality of service, 
honesty, integrity and providing a first class

We are a successful amt very busy retail fttchltectural and Derign 
practice working for well known retailers ttmugkout the UK. We offer 
full lechnkal services fmm survey through design, working drawings

to foil project management
Have you been looking lor the rare opportunity lo be invotved. from 
the onset, on a highly prestigious project that could well attract 
major national media attention?
You will be working along side the director and your team of 8 on a 
mixed use development to achieve work that you wifi be proud of 
and wilt be a turning point in your career.
You need to be have min 5 years pqx and already posses the 
experience and excellent track record of quality design and sohd job 
running
All contact treated with the strictest of confidentiality.
Contact Ruth Glover 
Email 
Website

t|p|feeking to nil th« rolfowfog position:-

Architectural Surveyor 
Project Manager
Salary Negotiable Car

We are curren

ssful candidate will be / vi^ need to demonstrate;
• futty^nversant with Autocadll
• ExtMStve construction knowle
• Striding and land survey expeiiedidF ;
• AblRty to produce contract specifidHfons
• Proven track record of project managenat skiUs
• Peopilr<||^agement and team building skHis
idealiiT you wkl between 25 and 40 in simikr employment.
AmpersaififAieK'^'^^ Is 3 progressive company and hence careei 
prospects are MKeUent.
Please forwent your CV and covering letter for the attention of
Matthew Ashton by fox. e-mail or post
Ampersand Assodafoe liinlted, Brewery Bern, Lower Street,
SUnsted. Essex, CMu BLN.
e-mail: mettOempersand-essorielBB.C—
fox: 01379 815601
web: www.ampersend-assodales.com

The

and pbility to work on own initiative

Richard Faulkner Architada.
Busy, expanding practice in Surrey requires talented ardWtect with good 
understanding of construction detailing and building regulations for high quaMy 
residential projects. Proficiency in AutoCAD and abUrty to work on own infoative are 
essential. The stxressfol candidate wiH have an opportunity to develop a leading 
role in the practice. Email or post CV and salary expectation to Richard Faulkner.

I The Oid Store, The Street, Wonersh, GmkKord, Surrey GUS OPF 
Tel: 01463 894977 Fax: 01483 894424 Email: lnfoPrtchardfaulkner.net

ai
Design your next 

career move 
0845 226 3455

Construction Rei^itm^t Specialists
0 f
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0 recruitment

Recruitment Agency of the Royal im>tilute of British Architects
Project Architects and CAD technicians - Old Street 
With anislanlh' more j>n>jtvts arriving .it this suca'ssfui, comniercta! practice near the Cilv 
there is an imiiK'Jiate neeil for candidates willi tit-ont experience. Strong AiitiiC'An 
experieiKV will tv crucial. Iliese jxwilions, which are initially predickxt to last 2-.1 months, 
ivill offer the dunce to run high-pr«*file ottice projects and may Invome jx*rinanent. 

Project Architect • Liverpool
Ihis role will be to act as lead archittxi «>n a large scale Irans^xirt projtvt in the city of 
l.iverpool. Ihis priMigiotis siheme, working for a large, inleniational. nnilli-disiiplinary 
tirm, will involve liaising with clients, dealing with a imilti-disi'ipUnan,' dc‘sign team and 
running all architivtural as^Hxts of IIh* profivt. It will N.’ a dullenging and hofvfullv 
rewarding position svith as.\larY around t4U-t.4S,lXXl.

To register fur these and a wide selection of other vacancies please send your CV to the e-mail 
address below.

people Gi 
practices

job Rof 0661

R H Partnership Architects 
has appointed Kevin Myers as 
a director.

job Ref 0663

Kemp Muir Wealieans has 
promoted Allison Tatterton 
to director of the practice, and 
Cristina Lanz-Azcarateto
associate.

Alan Powell has become a 
partner of Ramsden Barrett 
Architects and will be based 
in the Leeds office. A new 
London office has opened in 
Clerkenwell and will be fronted 
by Ralph Cooley, who has also 
become a partner.

appointmvnlM^'ribd-entcrpriscs.coin ww-vv.riba-johs.com 020 74% 8.371

AHCHITECTS / PART H ARCHITICTS

We are airenOy looking to tecrurt design 
led erchtects/parl II architects, with 
exc^ent Tsphc and presentation 
skWs and an Interest in housing innovation 
and sustanabity.

Macclesfield Vacancy

Architect or Technician 
Vac ref 0505-52 aucivfin)

Ifioka Howe. Eo« 
IWoeS*, tugby 

■RICV23AA} 

U 0178a 
S72B4I 

Fojc: 01788

Permanent
Although formed as a firm ot Plannars In 1988 my cfient has witnessed an 
astonahmg growth In their Architechral diviSMn i^iich was formed two years 
ago to speclafise in tfie Residential seckar. This yowth means that they now 
need to add an Arohitoct or Senior TecT¥iologRt to thev existing team. In 
addibon to knowtodge of the Bidding RegufatiofB you we raiish the 
opporturMy to bring your design flair to bear on the projects you are 
managing. Job running experience would be an advantage but ia not 
essential. The prefects with whic^ you wM be Involved tend to be iaige and 
Involve Karson with big developers which enaursa a wide range of exciting Emotl: dova.snithel 
jobe are open to the successful appUcanl.

David Mack, former design 
director at JM Architects, has 
joined MILL architects as an 
equal partner.

Please send a C.V. with a covering leflter 
and some examples of your work to:

Richard Partington Architects 
First Floor | Fergusson House 
124-128 City Road | London EC1V 2NJ

578609 or

Chloe Van Der KIndere has 
been promoted to associate of 
Paul Archer Design.

rdrecruthnenl.co.uJi or
post0rparchitecte.co.uk

EAnn MacLean has been 
appointed as the new 
chairman of the central 
Scotland branch of Women in 
Property.

www.RFArthi1ects,co.ukkfrawfast is one of the world's largest architectural model making & computer 
visualisation companies and has several key opportunities in our rapidly expanding UK 
operation at our Birmingham and Nottingham offices. Also, we are seeking 
applicants interested in working in either the London or Manchester areas.

Sales Executives - OTE £36,000 (including £24,000 basic)
Self-motivatad and well organised, you wH be responsible for sales opportunity 
development and managing client retatkxishps. Ideally you wM have between 2 to 5 
years sales arxi/or maketing experience, excellent communication skills and a good 
wortong knowledge of the construction and architectural sectors

Projact Managers - Salary up to £21.000

Responsible lor the effective management of visualisation projects from client brief to 
complelion. you will have a qualification in architecture or visualisation. Graphic design 
experience, familiarily with AutoCAD and knowtedge of construction / property is 
advantage.

ARCHITECT REQUIRED
to join Interior Designer with own 
business that has a succession of 
contracts with London property 
developers. Projects include refurt) 
of townhouses, new-build country 
houses, apartment and residential 
developments.
You will need to take on the role as 
in-house architect who is inspired 
by classic and modern styles.
All different experience levels 
accepted. Please email your CV to 
gabriel@urbanevolution.co.uk

Cyril Sweett has announced 
the appointment of Paul 
Nash as director of project 
management.

an

Please e-mail your CV to Phoebus van Devanter at birm@uk.idrawfaat.com

Idrawtast Central Ltd, 30 Street, SuRon Coldfield, Birmingham. B72 1UP. 
Tel: 0121 321 2030. Web; www.ktrawfast.com

ANOEKSONOM
‘■AIT**!',,-*-RECRUITMENT

Architecture, Design, Sales & Marketing
ASSISTANT AACHTTECT 
Satoy Rwtot C24M0 N«g

020 7836 0090 
foMo@folioper8onnel.com

We vs an CMordthre based practoe wtfi hi^ 
quaMy residential, conservakon 8 educatnna 
projects. We require a lul-tim setf-motivaled CAO 
Herate, Post Pan II (or eqmalenti Assistant 
Archited.

Thatcher
Associates

Walking twou^ioul Sia Wm CaurWy, kfedwid* and WWm.
TlMchar AimoMm It ■ tpKialtl. tndeptndant ItUvMel ittnMmtr* buBmasx 
Wt >r* looUng id taurcD lellwing ndhdduat tor ongoing convaett 
pwmanom petiltona tor m#3r prioleot. corwulitnooi and pubHo Mder 
orgariMlIant

CAD Technicians, Architectural Technielana, 
Technologlale. Perl I'e, ll'e end Oualllied Arehltecte.

Experieneed Ceneuherrta . Excellent Retea. DeUy Payroll 
Contact Rhys Jackson in oonMence. Tel: 0117 934 9555

• Send details of changes 
and appointments to Anna 
Robertson, The Architects' 
Journo/, 151 Rosebery Avenue, 
London EC1R4GB, or email 
anna.robertson@enrap.com
54 [the arxJnitects' jourxial

FUU. TIME ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOQIST 
alsotequVed

Sm FkKV. Atoiwtow Housa 
Tetoehone Avenue 8^ eSI 48S

Apply to: (Cbaog <Ux fitoto XK6)
The AjidenKin Orr Partner^. The Siudk).
70 Oxnh Road. Wheatey. (Mont 0X33112 
1101885 873936 elntoSanderaoreitr.aini

iT Jii
Woh: anai i lae i -----

1 O May a005



Recnitncnc athteftisernents in the AJ 
can be found on our rtemet 
reoutmen service
■wwxarHnocaKtrKtiM.nB

Boobngs^copy 5pm Monday 
Artwork 
Canceflatwns 18pm Monday

(tMrwtMMl nawriet
LarieShenoda
Tel. IE07 5CB 6003
Emari lauie shenodeOemap com

Nek Rotms
Tel 0207 505 6737
Email, nick raberts@emep com

12 noon Tuesday

EOCO Deiign Ltd b leekini m cxperiancad and amculxe anhitcct/irban des^wr to work on a 
number of br|e scale pre«tJ(ioiK dexiopment proposals <hrou|hovt the UK. The applicant wiM be 
working in the context of an award winnin|. fifteen strorf, landscapefurban design pracoce and wik 
Kaise widi leading architectural practices.

For an ambitious applicant the post offers excellent career prospecu inckidxig promotion to the 
highest level and a role In shaping the direction of the company In the future.

Starting salary: £35.000 r benefiu.

Please reply by email on; maHGedcodesign.com or write to:
EDCO Design Ltd, IA West Barnes Lane. London, SW20 OBU

EDCO Oesgn Ltd is on t^ucl opportanitf empfoyer. Opportunities in New ZealandeOCO D*0|n LbnMcd

ARCHITICT - BRIGHTON
Small.. fSendly soulheoast Practice dow Hove slotion specialising in planning and design with a 
varied clisnl and project bose. We ore seeking on en^usksslk, self-motivated, design orientated 

architect wHh excelleni aulocod, presentotion and communlcotiort skiHs, c^le to liase Tlte Globdl Rckoiircinq division of Bernfofd Blake Tftomas focus«s soielij on 
sendinq ArcNteclura4 and Technical professionals to New Zealand. Australia. 

Canada and the Middle East.

We are currenOq eiperimclmg a high demand for Archilectural protMMnals 
and Technicians from several presliqtoiis practices Ihroughoul New Zeafand. 
We would therefore (ike to hear from ant| New Zealand nationais looking to 
return home or those lookinq for a lifeslijle change in a counteg known For 
ils natural beautg ar>d great outdoors.

BBf Global is the onlg Recruitment Compang lhal can offer gou full 

market coverage as well as dedicated consuftarus in both NZ and the UK.
As experts within gour «ftor. we provide honest and impartial advKe. md 
will ahivags make sure gour next move n the right one.

For more ^formation on New Zeabnd or further vacarKies in Australia. 
Cana3a or (he Middle East, please canAt KhosrMilabathF^^^^^H

For information on vacaixies in iIm UK. call 0&70 6000 978.

)teung
directly wHh dieots ond plorwters.
In return we ore offering an uHiuclive negofiobi* solory pockoge, together with exceHerV career

prospects.
Email CV ond exomples of work k>: info6loordiitects.co.ufc 
Conlod Uzzie Turner -1«l; 01273 203230

erchitecte • buitdIfiB eurveyore • buHdIng eervlcea conaulUnte * planning eupervieofe

Ingleton Wood lip Irtg felon 
W(x>d

ingleton Wocxl is a fast-growirsg arid inrtovative rrHilti-disciplinary practice of 
construction consultants. We are currently seeking the following staff:
• Senior Architect to manage our new Peterborough office 
» Design-oriented Projeett Architect for exjr Norwich office 

We can offer a ccxnpetidve salary and benefits package, with opportunities to 
progress witiiin the prac:tice for the right applicant.

i 55'3 Szeili
K>

bbv beresford blake thomas
www.bbtglobal.com

Please send CV and illustrations of work to:
Rachel Greenfield. Ingleton Wood, 43 A« Saints Green. Norwich, NR1 3LY

• part III
• recently qualified
• experienced architects

all required for young and exciting practice 
in greater manchester. send cv and examples of 
work to ian moores

SENIOR ARCHITECT

We are looking for a creative Architect with exceptional design skills to )oin our 
expanding multi-disciplinary practice. Must be conversant with Autocad and 
have a sound knowledge of construction techniques for both new build and 
refurbishment prefects.

Rapid career progression is anticipated for the right person.

Apply in writing with CV to:

Bradshaw Gass & Hope 
Construction Design ConsuKants 
19 Sih/erwell Street, Bolton 8L1 IPR

arkbedford place 115 bradehavgate leigb greater wancheater wn7 And 
lan9arkltecture.co.uk 
t 01942 684060

Hw«.arkltecture.co.uk
t 01942 684059

'll? The Professorship of 
Sustainable Design

Interior Designer required:
- Fluent in Russian, English and Italian
• Willing to travel regularly to the Ukraine and Russia
- Experience of working lor leading Interior design practices
- Business development and management skills
• Experience in turnkey fit-out and showroom management
• Good contacts with Italian furniture manufacturers 
Contact: js.pa@dial.pipex.com with full CV and letter of Interest.

n
oS'
3 The Board of Electors to the Professorship of Sustalna£)(e Design 

invite edifications for this Professorship from persons whose work 
falls v/lthin the field of sustainable design to take up appointment on 
1 October 2005 or as soon as possible thereafter.

Further information may be obtained from the Academic Secretary, 
University Offices. The Old Schools, Cambridge CB2 ITT, (E-maH: 
ibtse@admin.c^.ac.uk}, to vrhom a letter of appNcation should be 
sent, together with details of current and future research f^ans, a 
curriculum vitae, a publications list ar>d fomt PD18 with details of 
two referees, so as to reach him no later than 20 June 2006.

Informal enquiries may be made to the convenor of the Board of 
Electors, Professor Marcial Echenique. Head of the Deparfrnent 
of Architecture. Cambridge, tel: (01223) 332958 or 
E-maH: me156cam.ac.uk

O

ARCMIXECX

Exciting opportunity to Join small department at the heart 
of our future in hotel, commercial and residential 

developments and rerurbtshmencs.
Must be self-motivated, highly creative and able to work 

to strict deadlines.

MUNIVERSHT OF
O CAMBRIDGE

F*lease send C.V. and salary expectations to:
Michael Marten. Britannia Hotels. Halecroft. 253 Hale Road.

Hale. Cheshire. WAI 5 8RE
Fax: 0161 980 387790-4 8686Tel: 016

Email; recrultmene@7hricanniahotel3.com 
Visit our website www.brltanniahotels.com

TTie UrWOTSy qftes ■ Ttrg» of bewSte tncAxSng attaOte ponsion nienm prgiwiaial 
dowbprrwnL taniyktenJVpofctes. ^waWiew wwteivpexldoa and staff <tK0tfite. 

Tie Uniwnity A convnUted lo sisidky of oppoftsxty.

the architects’ journal [55
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^ recruitment

School of Art & Design
Department of Creative TechrK>logies 

We are currently seeking energetic, imaginative and communicatfve individuals 
for the following posts:

SUTHERLAND SMITH 
DESIGNER

Minimum 2 yeus expetitnce 
Fiuenl Autocad & detailing skiilt 

essenliaJ. Working knoskledge of 3D 
Studio advantageous.

To work on a wide range of projects 
from architecture and inierion to stage 

and exbitutioQ design 
Apply with CV and salary expectation

competitions 

& awards
LECTURER/SENIOR LECTURER IN 

ARCHITECTURE {FULL TIME)Details of Rl BA-approved 
competitions are available from 
the RIBA Competitions OfRce,
6 Melbourne Street, Leeds L52 
7PS, tel 0113 2341335, web www. 
ribacompetitions. com, email 
riba.competitions# inst.riba.org

Ref; 9178
An experienced architect who will be involved in design tuition at all 
levels and who will be able to contribute to running and developing our 
suite of uncfergiaduate course in Architecture. Suitable candidates will 
have academic experience and will have an interest in Urban Design and 
Contextual Studies.

to:
Sutherland Smith 
8 Crucifix Lane 

London SEl 3IW 
desjgn@5utherlaDdsmilh.co.uk 

www.sutheHandsoith.co.ukLECTURER/SENIOR LECTURER IN 
ARCHITECTURE (0.5 FTE)ON THE LOOKOUT 

The Kielder Observatory has 
launched an open competition 
to design a new observatory 
that will be located in the hills 
surrounding Kielder village 
irt Northumberland. The 
project is being developed 
through Kielder Partnership's 
commissioning programme - Art 
and Architecture at Kielder. The 
competition brief will be available 
from the end of May, with 
submissions due in early August. 
For further information, contact 
the RIBA Competitions Office.

Ref; 9032a
An architect who will be involved in design tuition at all levels and will be 
particularly interested In teaching and developing CAD and other emerging 
digital/smart technologies.
For each post you must be a registered architect and be able to provide 
evidence of research/practice interest. Our professionally validated 
architecture courses include, at part I; BA (Hons) Architecture/
Architecture (International)/ Architecture (Smart Design) and Architecture 
(Urban Design); at part 2; Diploma in Architecture/ Architecture 
(International); and at part 3; Master of Architecture/ Architecture 
(International) We also offer higher degrees in Architecture and Sustainable 
Architecture, a suite of BIAT recognised Architectural Technology 
undergraduate d^rees and a Foundation Course in Architecture. The 
Department of Creative Technok^ies includes Architecture. Multimedia, 
Interior Design and Product/Transport Design, arvl has post graduate 
courses in Smart Design and 3D Digital Design.
Salary: Lecturer: £23,643 • £29.479 (pro-rata for part-time)
Senior Lecturer: £28,360 - £36,428 (pro-rata for part-time)
These posts are offered at lecturer Grade or Senior Lecturer Grade for those 
with experience.
Closing date; lOth June 2005.

DIVE AACHTTECTS 
ArcNMcauiai AMCani ■ London SEI 
DM •rcMna H n taoMni In • MlMnoMM «rri 

a>fnL mihfaaum /vmecir#
co»Nw%w md nrntmm prcftat In UK

Km fmn mimt •or* KnowWg* «
■MVMKWarkt mmuML naialM6*n

uM « AtciCM M CMca ntam u om
u pralM •pfAcwM WOUM

MOMMoWllHMIiefincalbmiMB* HiKlM
'MlianMM. sulgaing. oWi good camnuacMan <nd
nrginKMaW Mb Mvy £2*-:tK Mm wid CVl
«ari namcM* d oM by 12 tiW Id.

AnfyNdBKen
OVE Erotlcu Id
AOOa TH* Jvn FictBiy
ignoeatysnti
London 8E14UF

jodlAiwcWcbi

Take out a text only 

advert this size 

(50mm X 42mm) and 

enjoy 3 weeks 

advertising for only 

£249.00 (exc. VAT)

GIANT STEPS
The British government in 
Northern Ireland has launched 
an international projects 
competition, in a single stage, 
for the design of visitor facilities 
and associated landscaping 
and access at the Giant's 
Causeway development site, on 
the northern coast of County 
Antrim.TheInternational 
Union of Architects-approved 
competition isopen to 
architects in all European Union 
countries. The deadline for the 
receipt of projects is 5 August 
2<K)S. For further irrformation 
contact Louise Thompson. 
Central Procurement 
Directorate, Rosepark House, 
Upper Newtownards Road, 
Belfast, BT43NR,tel(44) 28 
90 52 66 31, or email louise. 
thompson@dfpni.gov.uk

O Furthef details and appication ferns may t* downloaded from 

www.hud.ac.uk/hr/jobs or obtained from the Ffersonnel Ofto,
University of Huddersfield. 
Queensgate,
Huddersfield

Tel: 01484 472845 
E-mail: peisonnel(^ud.ac.uk 

Text Phone:H
University of

Huddersfield
WrmWflartotir* eekw igpiMlws t* itbie weno <rwai AhW* Krtt OhMok rto VI Himrvry

DAVID
CHIPPERFIELD
ARCHITECTS

Du* to an Incfaaalng mimbar o< aubatantlal roaMonUal dMlgt) 

prsjacta our praetfea Km patmanont poaiOona for a 

Tochntcian and a tachrOcally Waead Sonior ArcKHactural 

TocKnieiaw. Your main rola la lo prevWa lui worWng 

dra»*>0t, apacMteatiofta and lachnleai auppert for roaWontlal 

projoeta, iatad buHdbtga and iMhwaUwi worfc. You w« ba wwtdnfl widar tha dWaet 

auparvlalen of tha laehnfcal laam laadar. and mual Hava axianahra AutoCAD aUHa. 

axcaHant knoadadga of UK buMMg ragulatlona, and an undaralanAng of fPfBC 

atandarda. Tha candidata muat alao hava a Ml UK driving Bcartaa and a minimtan of 

S yaara* axpartanca.

Architects 5 years experience
Wa ara aeaUng arcMeds «HU) at laast 5 yaars 
post Pari 3 exparienca tor prolacts in tha UK 
and abroad. Ybu should ba hfehly tnoUvMad. 
hava excoEont design skills, pr<^ rurtning 
and dataiNng exparienca. Knowtadga of 
MicroMban is prelarabie but not assantial 
Wa are an equal opportunities employer.

Pleaea apply with fun OKApply In writing with CV to:
AwdCroeby,
David Chippwlleld Archttacts,
1A Cotsham Maws, Agar tkova,
London NW19S8
Emai: paut.crosbyOdavIdchipparnald.ooj*

Roaa Thain S Co. Ltd Salary: dapandhui on axpartanca 

Tachtdefan - C1S<23k 

Sanlor TaehnieiM ■ £2S-C30k

3 St Marya MIL Stamford, 

Lines, PES2DW

readers - The right candidate

Every AJ subscriber pays for their copy of 
the AJ. Why? To better themselves and their 
architectural career.

For Bd\/erciaina 

snequirlea 

plaaae call

Laurie SHenoda 

CDa07 SOS SSCI3

Make sure you recruit the right candidate. EmcHl:

5BI the erxjhitects' ioufYial
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DMMinti
Sookings/copy 5F?n Monday 
Artwork 
CanceltaCions 12pm Monday

Recruitment a<A«rtisements in the AJ 
can be found cn our internet 
recruitment service
www.carwniiKMntrwtin.cMi

RicreitiMnt enieiriet
Laurie Shenode
Tel; C3207 5Q5 6803
Email: laurie.shenodaOemap.com

NickRr^ierts
Tel; 0207 505 6737
Email: nick.robertsOemap com

12 noon Tuesday

Dfpirtment of Technical Services
In Hcxjse Consultancy Team

Technical Assistant

Saiary up to L19,656 plus essential user car allcnimcelkase car
Tlte Council is seeking to appoint a technical assistant who will 
work within the architectural and building team to undertake 
projects on an individual basis artd provide technical suf^rt to the 
team. The work of the team is largely associated with buildir^ and 
project design, buildings maintenance and estates management.

Applications are 
qualified to BTEC Ordinary in Building/RIBA Part 1 or above with 
appropriate experience. Candidates will be required to demonstrate a 
detailed knowledge and undemanding of building cortstructkm and 
be competent in the production of drawings including the use of 

AutoCad.
Please contact the Engineering Manager Adrian Coierts on (01768)
212448 for a general discussion about the vacancy.

For an Aj^>licaBon Form;

• Vorf owr teeb site on itMi/uj /vLm.eov.uk
• email humm.resnurcpf^t^Aen.fov.uk

•or apply in writip^ to Human Resources, Toun Hail, Penrith, Cwmbria
CAIJ 7QF

• Telephone {01768) 212268. Fax(0l768) 890470
• CV's uill not be considered.
Closing date for applications is Friday 27 May 2005.

BBT will ensure you 
don't slip info a role 
thal isn’t right for you

r

therefore invited from technicians who are

Birmingham
We are seeking tatented and ambitir^ Architects for a medium to large 
sized practice. If gou are an AutoCAD proficient citified Architect vyho 
is a team player with good communication skills and drive, this position 
is for you. This well-established practice works on a variety of projects 
ranging from retail, educational and NHS schemes. Excellent career 
prospects and benefits available.

[fSfflSSukhi Singh U 265 2555 P ssingh®bbt.co.ok^20121
Architectural Technician
Up to £23 Per Hour (Contract) Birmingham
A fantastic opportunity to join a busy private practice. You will be 
working closely with Project Architects in producing working drawings 
for a number of high profile retail and commercial projects. You will 
have a minimum of 3 years’ experience be *jtoCAD proficient.^ 

Immediate start is available for this ongoing contract,
Rumena Sufian 263 2335 Q rsufian<Sbbt.co.iA0121

The Council liras to he in eqtiil oppottunidci 
emrioycr and openies a policy regarding unoking. 
As users of the disabiiiiy srinboi. ve guarantee to 
interview all disabled applicants who meet the 
minimum criteria for the vacancv- CanvaHing of 
Members or Senior Offmers of the Council will www.bbt.co.uk

beresford blake thomds
asG

disqualify. 1.^B6T o^ae « MS> ra ftW /aair Sqeaiq sad se rw|ilnyaa fiwnssDistrict Coundl

The future - right here, right now
CLIENT PROJECT MANAGERS • UP TO £37K - MAIDSTONE

At Kent we’re all about turning vision into reality. Innovative, imaginative and never
afraid to pursue new ideas.
Creating a learning environment for children across Kent that inspires them is 
our desire. Thai's why we've committed a maior investment {some £60 million) in 
our schools through an unprecedented programme of refurbishment, extension
and new builds.
Providing leadership for both new and existing developments, your key focus will be 
on quality assurance and maximising our investment for the best possible return.
A qualified architect (or similar background) with strong project management skills 
and experience, you'll have the right combination of technical skills, flair and 
knowledge Oncluding an understanding of building regulations and planning poUcies). 
Your people management, influencing and negotiation skills must be first class as
you'll be working with people at all levels.
You'll most definitely be an ideas person who pushes our boundaries. In return 
you’n iBcelve benefits, a supportive environment and an open culture, and be part of 
a winning team that wilt leave a lasting legacy that can inspire generations of
school children to come.
For an application pack email recruitment.line4tkent.gov.uk
or telephone 06456 247 904 (charged at local rate). To apply online visit 

L www.kent80v.uk Closing date: 10 June 2006. Please quote ref; C&W057.
* We are also keen to hear from experienced project managers wishing to work

Council 1_ J
A fl«ce Fo work. 5

our «ervicet Mrev'b-bkf
S* U<>H^<r Ar« M

www.kent.gav.uk
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Whatever your reason for changing jobs, the new Careers in Construction website 
is the place to get your career moving. Completely re-built, Careers in Construction 
will direct you straight to the latest job opportunities in architecture.

It’s easy to find the job you want with Careers in Construction. Our powerful 
new search options and job alerts make sure you don't miss any of the 100's 
of architecture positions added to the site each week, while new sections 
such as international jobs open up a world of possibilities.

careersAvoid diversions, go straight to
www.careersinconstruction.com in construction

www.careersinconstruction.com



Booknga/copy Spm Monday 
Artwoiic 12 noon Tuesday 
Cancelations ISpm Monday

RecnjOment aEtoteements n the iU 
can be found onour interrei 
recrutment servne

RecnitaiMrt cniiriM
Laurie Shenode
Tel; (H07 505 6803
Email' lame.shenodaOemap com

NkA Roberts
Tel: 0207 5056737
Email nickrcberts6emap.com «w«.ca(wtiecMftnKtiM.CM

Designing & Building Archifecfural Careers
Chelmsford Vacancies

Architects and Technician 
Vac ref 0505-44
My client is a dynamic, award-winning practice working on a number of exciting new commercial, residential and 
industrial projects in the UK. They have a fantastic team of professional staff and are seeking additional members to join 
the expanding practice. They are located on the outskirts of Chelmsford in a Grade II listed building. Fantastic 
opportunities have arisen for ambitious architects and technicians looking for a fresh and exciting challenge in a 
rewarding practice where generous remuneration is offered to the successkjl candidates.

Lutterworth Vacancy

Permanent

Technician 
Vac ref 0505-39
My client is seeking a Technician to work on Architectural Facades within their growing practice. You will have a good 
knowledge of Autocad and be seeking a long term opportunity within a company committed to steady, controlled 
growth. Initially the clients requirements are very flexible and they will consider both full time or part time options, recent 
graduates, returners to work or even semi-retired persons.

Permanent

Stoke-on-Trent Vacancy
Technician 
Vac ref 0505-31
My client is seeking either an Architect or a Technician with at least 5 years experience to work on a range of projects 
including one-off domestic schemes for clients with severe disabilities as well as schemes for a newly established 
Housing Association. The successful applicant should be able to display a basic knowledge of and enthusiasm for such 
work, in addition he or she should be competent In the use of both Autocad and traditional Draughting techniques. For 
any candidates interested in relocating for this exciting opportunity the client is prepared to offer temporary [rent free] 
accommodation adjacent to the office arrd may consider financial assistance in full re-location to Staffordshire. In 
addition Full time staff members enjoy access to a Stakeholder Pension and Group Healthcare

Sheffield Vacancies

Permanent

Project Architect and 3 Technicians 
Vac ref
My client has recmtiy won new jobs and have excellent prospects for other jobs in the next few years so they now need 
to recruit additional staff.
Their current requirements are:
A Project Architects with experience to run £10-15m education projects (although education experience Is not essential) 
2 or 3 Architectural Assistants/Technicians to assist Project Architects on education projects. Can be Junior Architects, 
Qualified Technologists or Technicians.
Architectural Technician 
Vac ref 0505-7
This client is going places fast. A combination of high quality design, attention to detail and a refusal to accept second 
best in any area has led to a rapid growth in orders within their specialist sectors of Pubs, Clubs Hotels and Offices. Hiis 
expansion has meant a need to recruit an experienced Technician to work alongside the Company Architect on a range 
of New Build projects. The ideal candidate will have experience gained in one or more of their specialist sectors coupled 
with a sound knowledge of Autocad. An interest in the interiors sector would also be useful. This is a prime opportunity 
for m ambitious and enthusiastic Technici^ to join a company with a reputation for producing high quality projects.

0505-29 Permanent

Permanent

R D RECRUITMENT (RUGBY) LTD 
Trioka House, East Union Street, Rugby Works CV22 6AJ 

Tel: (01788) 572841 Fax: (01788) 578609 
E-mail: dave.smith@rdrecruifmenf.co.uk Web: www.rdrecruitment.co.uk

the architects’ joomaljss
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^ recruitment

0 NET 

DIRECTORY
Novas Group works to improve the lives of over 
20,000 people each year across the United Kingdom 
and Ireland. Our customers and the issues they face, 
are as diverse as the services we provide. novasGROUP

AnMect5-on0ne,cauk
V

tf»wor»nJbidhganMBcajn/Jot>s^ Building

brighter futures0|BAflKER|RpS$
www.barkerross.co.uk

We're currently expanding dramatically our regeneration activities and as part of this are creating 
a new team of architects, to work on complex new builds and refurbishment p>rojects across the 
country. It's an excellent opportunity to contribute from the very start and you can join us in the 
following roles:www.riba-jobs.com

Senior Architect
c.£35,000 pa 
Liverpool, L8

www.rgac.co.uk

Ref: NW/AR/66

isiSIV Reporting to the Director of Architecture, you'll lead a small team in progressing projects from 
feasibility, through detailed design, to building completion. There'll be a high profile with 
stakeholders, senior colleagues arid suppliers to ensure we deliver truly exceptional buildings 
that enrich people's lives. An excellent leader, negotiator and progr^me manager, you should 
be RIBA part 3 qualified, with an impressive record of designing and delivering qu^ity buildings 
of various types. Strong contract management skills will also be vital, as will the ability to lead 
colleagues and suppliers from the front.

WWW, ti v.<o. uk

www.ajplus.co.uk

If

Architectural AssistantCAPTTARKSOURCING
www.capita-shg.co.uk £18,360 pa 

Liverpool, L8
Are you RIBA part 2 qualified and looking for a chailenging, interesting role in which to develop 
your professional skills? Then this is perfect. You'll assist our Director of Architecture in managing 
a complex national project workload, combining detailed design work with the supervision of 
professional, technical, finance and constnx^tion related issues. In addition to your qualification, you 
should have a sound working krK>wledge of ARCHICAD v9, strong design skills and at least some 
experierice of CDM regulations, cost estimating, report vwiting, contract supervision and procurement.

Ref: NW/AR/67
«NM.aka.cA.uk

careers We offer excellent benefits including ger>erous pension and holiday entitlement and a 
comm’ttment to persona) development. For an application pack visit our website at 
www.novas.org or alternatively you can contact the Recruitment Team on 0870 906 3266 
or e-mail us on recruitmentSnovas-org
Closing date: Friday 27th May 2006.
Registered as the Novas-Ouvertures Group Ltd, an Industrial and Provident Society with charitable 
status Reg. No. 28680R

in construction
w thnt ewff

just www.justafcliitecture.com
Archttecture

For
Advertising 
Enquiries 

Please 
Contact: 

Laurie 
Shenoda 

□207 505 

6803 

Email:
laurie.shenoda 
@emap.com

www.novas.org

Bringing people together

Architect/ Assistant Architect 
Young, Lake District practice seeks 
motivated, dynamic staff with minimum 2 
years experience to help convert a large 
estate on the shores of Lake Windermere into 
a prestigious, contemporary residential and 
leisuTe development.
Vectorworks/Mac proficiency preferred.
Please send CV to Phillip Hubbard at:
Hubbard Architecture Ltd
Oak House. Langdale Crescent. Windermere
Cumbria LA23 2HE
T;01539 488066/43144S
E:phHlip.hubba rd@vtrgin.net

601 the arx:hitect8' journal
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BMiliwi
Bodwga^copy 5pm Mondey 
Artwork 12 noon Tuesday 
Cancellatkvis 12pm Monday

RecruitrnentadnrDeements ri the AJ 
can be found on our kitemet 
recruitment serves
www.carHrtiBceRitructHM.cM

BecrwitMeet imeiriM
Laurie Shmda
Tel. 0207 505 B803
Email: laurie.stiaroda@emap.com

Nick Roberts
Tel; 0207 505 6737
Email: nick.roberts@OTeq>.com

^ Manchester Metropolitan University
recruitment

MASCHESTER METROPOLITAy USIVERSIIY 
& VNlVERSm OF MA\CHESTER

Head of the Joint School of Architecture
TTie School of Architecture is a joint Schix)! of the Manchester 
Metropolitan University and the University erf Manchester anti we are 
seeking to appe^t a Head of Schoerf.
You will have overall responsibility for the leadership and management 
of a dynamic: Schoerf with a strong teaching profile and a growing 
research capalHliiy.
You will demonstrate one or more of the following chaiacteristics:
• National/iniematitMial reputation fw academic leadership in the field
• Imemational research standing
• I’rofessiortal achievements and recognition
You will liave outstanding management skills and excellent 
interpersonal skills and will ideally be able to dww evidence of 
success leadership, particulariy related to the management of change. 
Salary will be dependent upon experierKe ar>d profesaonal standing. 
The title of Professor will be awarded to an appropriately qualified 
candidate.
The Head will be an employee the Manchester Metropolitan 
University but will be requir^ to repent to the Dean of Faculty in each 

University.

Further particulars are available from Mrs Julie Butler,
Secretary/PA to the Human Resources Director, The Manchester 
Metropolitan University, All Saints, Manchester M15 6BH.
Teh 0161 247 1562, em^ ).butler@mmu.ac.uk quoting reference 
number JB075. Alternatively download from our websHe 
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/Jolis
The closing date for applications is Friday 27 May 2005.

AJ Company Profiles

Everyone knows the AJ. After all. we've been 
publishing for well over 100 years, and are 
proud to call ourselves the UK's only fully paid 
for architecture magazine.

A company profile is a full-page synopsis of 
your practice, in a Q&A format, 
including;

• Background
• Type of work undertaken
• Staff

By placing a company profile in the 
recruitment section of the AJ you can raise 
awareness of your practice, both to potential 
clients and as a recruiter, and get your name 
in front of our entire readership.

For more information contact
Nick Roberts on 020 7505 6737. nick.roberts@emap.com or 
Laurie Shenoda on 0207 505 6803, iaurie.shenoda@emap.com

MMU values diversity and welcomes applications horn all sections of the community.

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

WWi 0 commltTrwiI to quotoy dMlgn ond Miowiton wu ort one ol the UK's 
teodtog oRMectorai pnxics wMi 0 weoMh of wperlenee In moster planning, 
eoetol and prtvole hoiwlng. spactol neede houwng. hecNh and educoion WB 
cwrenRy ho«« tw toftamng posis ovoloMeDBE SERVICES

Utndon oMeo 
£24,000 - £28.000 
BMri

ArchHocI
Sotory
QuoMteoftoniEXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FROM 

DESIGN CONSULTANTS London Offtc*
£27,000 - £32,000 
Dip. ArcMtodufOl Technology

Architoctural Tochnlelon 
SoMry
Quolfflcotlons

(urrav Othc*
£24.000 - £35,000 
MA Urban Deolgn Of equMani

Urban Doilgneri 
Sotory
QuoMtaHten*

The Church of England Dioceses of Blockbum, Carlisle, 
Chester, Liverpool and Manchester wish to review and 
expand their panel of Design Consultants to provide 
professional services to over 600 primary and secondary 
schools.

Experience M AutoCAD preferred

Ctoaing dote tot QppfkxMons: 27 May 2006

Send yctf CV Mrecf to Mktom Shartwy HR Maragec Pfip Ferry Vtorks. Summer Rood, thomee 
Ditton. Surrey. KT7 OQJ or emol rMrlafri shoiliev^prporchMcIs co.uk

PRP Is an equol opportunMae employwvww prporchltecte 00 uk

Expressions of interest are invited from professional 
practices to act as lead consultant br the full range of 
services required by schools. The lead consultant will be 
expected to supply all the necessary expertise from the 
various building probssional disciplines either in house or 
by appointing other suitably qualified and approved 
practices.

Proctices wishing to be considered for inclusion on the 
panel should apply for on information pack and 
questionnaire to

COURSES

AutoCAD Courses
• Personal Tuition: the fast way to learn
• Courses tailored to your requirements
• Training by experienced CAD architect
• Daytime or evening courses available
• 2-D & 3-D AutoCAD drawing service
• Central London location
020 7266 2506, 0791 5652057 dp_archOyahoo.com

CAD Training Servicedbeservices@btinternet.com by Friday 10th June 2005
the arx^hitects’ jounr>al|ei



Peaders may obtatn joformation about these products by filiing in the enquiry numbers on 
one of the AJ enquiry cards Advertisers wishing to promote ther products on these 
pB^s should contact Gemma Cook cn 020 7505 681B.
Respond to these showcases @ www ^ikjs.co uk/ajdrect

AJ ENQUIRY N0:301 AJ ENQUIRY NQ:302
A tufted plain low level loop 
pile carpet tile offering 
excellent performance at low 
tost, the Heuga 584 Uitimum 
range from Interface has now 
been refined to ensure that 
the 16 most popular colours 
are available as Fastrack (ex­
stock) products. The original 
flooring tile, Heuga has a 
proven track record stretching 
back over forty years.

DEVTs'intelligent'underfloor 
heating and thermostat control 
system has been installed at 
Canary Wharf, a large-scale 
developnrent of900-plus luxury 
appartments in Cardiff b y 
Westbury Hornes. DEVI was 
selected for the ease of 
Installation and the economic 
benefits for our customers. 
Underfloor heating provides 
more wall space witn no 

' ’ unsightly radiators or heaters.

HAFELE AJ ENQUIRY N0:3D3 GOODING ALLUMINIUM AJ ENQUIRY NO: 304
HAFS

The ISIew Hafele UK have launched their 
ArX3hte©CtUr*al Wggest ever Architectural

Ironmepngerv CatalogijiB

GA's Posi-Grip rolled and 
perforated aluminium panels 
are curving arounc the new 
Student Union bar at iesus 
College, Cambridge. 
Fabricated by Goading 
Alluminium's bespoke S Star 
Service these 'secretly' fixed 
perforated panels are 
practically practical by being 
easy to fit and remove. Visit 
www.goodingalum.com for 
more information.

Ironmongery catalogue for 
2005/06. At 1,100 pages it Is 
bigger than the last volume, 
published two years ago, by 
approaching 25%, and the 
content - a massive range of 
architectural hardware • is 
split into 11 sections 
comprising many thousands of 
individual products, ail within 
a single hardbound volume.

www.hafete.cx3.uk

CImiHM Miurics
Gemma Cook
Tel 020 7505 6816 Fax 020 7505 6750 
emari- gemma cook^fnap corn

MODEL. MAKERS BITES WANTED

ARCHTTECnmAL

Penny for them...
(actually it could be millions)

If you are aware of a possible development site, we want to hear from you. Acorn 
Homes, as part of their new MYSPACE initiative, is looking to Instruct new architects 
on innovative srtes. both residential and commercial Essentially, if you know of 
either a site or an area, which you feel has potential. Acorn Homes will pay you both 
a site tinder s fee and guarantee you Instruction for any proposed scheme

Contact John or Melanie on 020 8341 2222 
or visit www.acom-homM.co.uk/myspace

BULLFROG 
MODELS LTD

TM rtMi 974* 7mt- (•>•) 7779 lilt
www.eNinpreeefrtallons.ea.uli Contact

STAN ADBERTIN

20b Tower Workshops 
58 Riley Road, London St I 3DG 

Telephone; 020 7394 7866 
Facsimile: 020 7394 6798

PROPERTY FOR BALE

YOUR VISION, OUR KMOW HOW

M6IOIU

MASTIC ASPHALT WEBSITE

BusiruEss OPPORTUNmea
Where to go to find out more 

about mastic asphalt...

www.masticasphaltcouncil.co.uk
For Sale

Opportunity to purchase a 
busy well respected west 

wales practice
Expressions of interest to 

PO Box 3207 
151 Rosebery Avenue 

London 
EC1R4GB

FOR SALE
Six Pillars

Renowned grade N listed Modernist 
house in wooded setting in quiet 

residential rood in Dulwkh, 
South-EosI London 

Six Pillors has been extensively 
restored and modernised to create an 

attractive and flexible (omiiy home 
£1,750,000 

Phone 0208 299 4526

Mastic Asphalt Couici
PO Bom 77. tiasftnqe. East Sussex TK35 4VM.

IN; 01424814400 Fax 01424 8t4446 E-owa: maspMcoaajt.com

621 Che a(x:hiteccs' journal 1 a May 2CXDS



CiMftfitd u^airiBi
Gemma Cook
Tel 020 7505 681B Fax 020 7505 6750 
e-mail gemma csook@emsp.com

]MOISEI. MAKERS

For all 
enquiries 

please call 
Wesley or John 
01892 835051tpa

lortvidoe Kent 
tpcvTKXleIrTnksrs.corn 

Emafl:
creal^i1tv@tpcrnodets^Beseive.co.uk

Modelmakers

Robert Oanton-Rees, studio 8 
the hangar, perseverance works 

38 kingsland road, londones
rnmm CAPITAL.

M O 1) t I 5

(ull detail 
models

I quick study 
models

I atteratlons 
& repairs

I prototypes 

props & sets 

I shop displays 

I eihihitions

MODELMAKERS

t: +44 (0) 20 7739 7933 w:

1

020 7729 866^f for a quote caM now

iltaimodalB.co.uk lnfoOcapitalmodels.co.uk

We have a cool new web site... 
Have a look at www.fbcmodeis com

FLIC
rVIODELS

PIPERS COMBER
Concept I Planning | Marketing I MODELMAKERS Tel; 020 8533 659^

INVERNESSLONDONFor all your modelmaking requirements, 
contact Nick McKeogh, yi

4
27'35 Bevenden St 
London N1 6BH

r'" ♦=-
Tel 020 7250 0530
Fax 020 7251 0134
Email studio@pipers.co.uk

www.pipers.co.uk
E mail: models@combermodels.demon.co.uk

SPEED RELIABILITYQUALITY
the architecte' jaumaijSS1 B May 3005



classified

3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION

designhlv*
»>ualialtar t anuntftan

Phoiw 014«3 42}0r0 
Fax 01483 422 7M 
mlo^tlaaagnlxvaeo uk 
«Hww daaignhrri.co uk

Blminghani Ct^ F.C. Stadkum CHanl: HOK 8VE

viMjaiiMlIon, 

animation. 

watMite and 

Interactive 

preeentatkMia ot the 

Wgheet quality 

PRODUCED BY 
ARCHrTECTS 
eampetittve rates lor 

over 7 years

www.3dcom.co.uk*'
O PixeLASpecT

Q VISUALISATION S MULTIMEDIA STEPHEN P. SLOPER
AltCHITCCrtItAL ILLUSTRATOa . EST. IW3

o MtttNWiiuv caov^IrwcafntmsLTr.
2! 3

WATOtCOUH'lt. GOUACHE, IMCnAL-ALLON CD
'fiTEL/FAX: 0113 257 1695

.ami v,gx.<nadeco uk 020 T8t3 172f

we can start any job any size immediately

model making : perspectives : 3d visualisation : animation

Telephone 0121 321 2030
WWW. idrawfast. com i cJ r a \AZ f cia s t
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n^nriet
Gemma Cook
Tel CEO 7505 6B16 Fax 020 7505 6750 
e-mail: 9emtna.co0kOemap.com

LA SEP CUTTING SEPVICES KPBPECmVES

laser 
cutting 
service

C A. P ?T A L fast DAVID HOAREGERALD GREEN•\f O D I I S

roOFESSIONAL PERSPeCTIVES ARCHITECTURAL UiUSTRATOR
. I A3 large llalbed lasss

capital models 
studio 2. the hangar 
perseverance works 
38 klr>gsland road

eniiawlim/uitUno
by hour, day 
or vohmie

'A*;A iiiii'rtit ■ II. U

londonE2Imia HAND DRAWN
PERSPECTIVES

TEUFAk 020 88S2 7S0S

onl § for a quote call rtow
Tel/Fax: 024 7632 5059 
www.ggarts.rtemon.co.ukt i 020 7729 8660

< nfovcapitalmodels.co.uk

Surveyors

PLANS-SECTIONS-ELEVATIONS
the only professional survey practice specialising in measured building surveys for over 35 years

Michael Gallie & Partners
Chartered Measured Building Surveyors

2 Rosebery Mews. Rosebery Road. London SW2 4DQ Tel: 020-8674-1111 Fax: 020-8671 -9575 RICS

XYZ Surveys
cRgUtlEpecUxi ^

Digitally mapping the Landscape
• Measured Building Surveys
• Utility Surveys

# Topographical Surveys
• Engineeriftg Surveys

Head Office 
London Office T 020 7580 8200

T 020 8255 4550 F 020 8255 4551 EmaM >utvevQf«eKVZ«ufvev«.eo.uk 
Fast Free Quotation Sorvtco

Digital CCTV Drainage Surveys 
Produced on CD-ROM or DVD

Tel 01384 822160
Fax C1384 823160
Mob: 07867 504003
Email: ^.fo@'Overtsurveys co uk
Web: .vv.v,mver1surv«s>s CO uk

206 aythe Head.Land & Measured Building Surveys 
Eststtsheti over 12 yearsCAD

W14 OHH 
Tek 020 7610 4132 
Fax; 0207610 4142 

email: nioemelroplans.com 
WWW. metroplarts .com

■ Measured Buildkig Surveys
■ Setting Out
■ Topographcal Surveys
■ GPS SineysMetro Plans

apr services -.1measured building surveys 
topographic surveys 
laser scanning 
visualisation 
mail@aprservices.not 
www.aprservices.net 
t:020 8447 8255 
f:020 8862 8080

:ii
■d 2 Land and Archilecturol Surveyors

n3t«Cf«WC£rtM/lii nX/KSUKVEyS'EEDS 
Speculiiing in
Topogrtphical Suirey* - R>r large and small 
scale ASTvep using llic latest high accuracy 
robotic imtnuaentaiion and G.PS. 
Arehitectural Surreys - For plans and 
clevationi using SurBuiU building survey 
soitware on pen map band held computets 
Udlicy Surveys - For drainage and location of 
ali undeigtoutxl uidity services. 
Pbolognmmeuy - For accutaie 3D models cf 
building facades, pipe works and areas of 
diffkull access
Kingsland Sarveyon Ij—iteri
Bridge Chunbers
Bridge Sercet
Leatbeshead
Surrey KT22 8BN
TcL 01372 362059
Fas. 01372 363059
£.mu| . ■ail^kanptandniTveyurs.co.ok 
webahe - www.kingsUndnirvcyors.co.uk

■j s.

m
III

Ill liw. belled measured 
building surveys - 

house plans to 
complicated intricate 

building details

't'>POINTOOLS view
poinicloiid & model viewer www poiiitools com

measured land and building surveys
|lllllllll|IIIIIMII|MIMIIII|lllllllll|lllimil| call for a free 

brochure 01233 
635089

or visit our website:
www.cadsurveys.co.uk

the true measure of excellence

t 020 8543 8884 e lnfo@callidussurveys.co.uk 

w www.callidussurveys.co.uk
CAD Surveys Ltd. Bentley Road, 

Ashford. Kent TN24 OHPf 020 8543 6684
tihe arx^hiteebs' jourxialjBS1 S May S005



Morrell took a vote and, perhaps 
unsurprisingly, the iconoclasts 
won hands down.

Vine linea spot the building

Television presenter Jeremy 
Vine was the guest speaker 
at the wildly successful 

AJIOO Awards night at the Savoy 
last week, and very funny he was 
too. Apart from the standard jokes 
at the expense of AJ's Working 
[Retails, which caused nervous 
laughter from the members of the 
AJ editorial team dotted about 
the room, he also told some top- 
quality anecdotes from his time 
on the front line of British politics. 
One of the best of the night 
concerned the time Vine was 
among the horde of hacks waiting 
outside 10 Downing Street in 
1994 as the then prime minister 
John Major briefed Ulster 
unionist firebrand Ian Paisley on 
the forthcoming Downing Street 
Declaration. After 60 nervous 
minutes, the big Northern 
Irishman stormed out of the door. 
'If this disgraceful document 
gets ratified,' he bellowed at the 
scribbling reporters, 'the streets 
of Ulster will run red with the 
blood of innocent families.' As 
he finished, one Mirror reporter 
piped up with: 'So, it's a cautious 
welcome then, is it?'

Let*B do lunch
peaking of vive la difference. 
leading Parisian interior 
designer (architects don’t 

do office interiors there} Richard 
Galland of Majorelle described 
trends in office design in France. 
Apparently the French don't 
like a lot of those things that 
get the likes of Frank Duffy up 
in the morning. They don't like 
sharing meeting rooms between 
different departments, they 
similarly dislike hot-desking, and 
although teleworking was seen 
as the coming thing a few years 
ago, it is now in steep decline.
'It's not what you are doing that's 
important - it's showing that you 
are doing it. That's very French,' 
Monsieur Galland said. Even more 
French is the fact that he included 
lunch arrangements as part of the 
designer's brief. Workers insist on 
leaving the workplace for lunch, 
he said, and a one-hour break is 
obligatory. Only one hour? What 
is the world coming to?

'Spot the Building' asks you to identify a weil-known and recently 
completed building. To make It just a little more difficult we have had 
fun playing with the image. If you can decipher it, post your entry to 
arrive by first thing on Monday morning to The Architects'Journal,
151 Rosebery Avenue, London EC 1R 4GB, or fax 020 7505 6701. The 
first correct entry pulled out of the hatwinsa bottle of champagne. 
The building featured in the last competition (AJ 12.5.05) was the 
Lloyds Register in Fenchurch Street, by Richard Rogers Partnership. 
Gwyn Lloyd Jones of Alexandra Park, London, was the winner.

Plane apaaklng
cross the landing strip 
from Richard Rogers’ 
much-publicised Terminal 

5 building, some observers 
may be surprised to hear that 
BAA is quietly creating another 
piece of aviation history. At 
Terminal 3, GMW Architects is 
masterminding the £100 million 
redevelopment of pier six in order 
to accommodate the gargantuan 
new Airbus A380 superjumbo. 
Although everything appears to 
be running smoothly, Astragal 
has learnt of one rather unusual 
setback that has yet to be 
overcome. The proposed escape 
shaft from the Heathrow Express 
train service - a rail link that runs 
directly underneath the terminal 
- will emerge slap bang in the 
middle of the runway. But Steve 
Elliott, the terminal's head of 
projects, does not seem to be all 
that concerned. He believes that, 
when it comes to saving yourself. 
It’s simply a matter of weighing up 
the odds: 'You might get run over 
by a 747,' he reasoned, 'but if my 
arse was on fire I'd rather take my 
chances.' Blimey.

Talking heada
veryone at the AJIOO 
Awards night seemed to 
have a ball, with many of 

the ‘grands fromages' from the 
audience continuing the party 
in the Savoy's famous Art Deco 
American Bar. Among those 
attending the evening were 
Michael Aukett of Michael Aukett 
Architects, Mike Nightingale 
of Nightingale Associates, Peter 
Oborn of Aedas, Peter Crossley 
of Broadway Malyan, Geoff Mann 
ofRHWLNigelWoolnerof 
Chapman Taylor, Peter Clegg of 
Feilden Clegg Bradley, Chris Nash 
ofGrimshawand David Nelson 
of Foster and Partners. BDP was, 
of course, out in force, with ex- 
chair Richard Saxon and current 
incumbent Nick Terry seen 
enjoying a drink together prior to 
the former's imminent departure 
from the firm.

into the swing of it. To be fair, 
though, he has good reason, as 
his practice had picked up the 
Highest New Entry Award. This, 
it has to be emphasised, is no 
mean achievement - setting 
up one AJIOO firm in a lifetime 
would be seen as an impressive 
feat, but to have two in there 
that bear your name is some 
accomplishment, and it's about 
time that the irrepressible Aukett 
was celebrated for it.

a long-term campaigner for better 
public space, responded sharply 
to a question he presumably felt 
was a little frustrating. 'In the last 
four years, since the mayor was 
elected,' he snapped, 'I have not 
seen the quality of the public 
realm in London increase one bitl' 
At which point the audience burst 
into applause.

Palae icona?
CO conference delegates 
were disappointed when 
Jean Nouvel, who was 

billed as a major speaker, failed 
to turn up to the event. He was 
due to discuss office design with 
Ken Shuttleworth under the 
topic 'Vive la Difference'. Instead, 
delegates were entertained by 
Ken debating icons with Alex 
Lifschutz. Ken, as one might 
imagine, is all for them, with 
Alex less keen. Astragal’s former 
editor Paul Finch provided a 
strong summing up in which 
he effectively questioned both 
points of view. Chairman Paul

Uipton ice
tuart Llpton was on good 
form at the BCD annual 
conference in Paris last 

week. Relaxed and among friends, 
he almost burst into song as he 
quoted from the words of Cote 
Porter's f Love Paris and extolled 
the 'qualities of place' in the 
French capital. However, his 
tone darkened when answering 
a question from member of the 
audience representing the Greater 
London Authority. The former 
chairman of CASE, who has been

T^A#o•timfng

II appeared to have a 
good time, but Michael 
Aukett in particular got

astragal
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Respond to these showcases @ www.aiplus.ca.uk/ajdirect 
Readers may obtain information about these products by filling in the enquiry 
numbers on one of the aj enquiry cards. Advertisers wishing to promote their 
products on these pages should contact Gemma Cook on D2D 7505 6816.

products

PILKINGTON KALUUALL PROJECT OF THE WEEK AJ ENQUIRY NO: 202

A unique collaboration between 
Pilkington and DuPont has created 
a tough and powerful frameless 
glazing system. The new Planar 
SentryGlas Plus System has been used 
to stunning effect at the Yorkdale 
shopping mall in Canada. The system 
incorporates laminated glass that has 
superior strength but is significantly 
thinner and hence lighter than 
other glazing solutions. It creates an 
elegant design that maximises the 
use of open space and natural light.

AJ readers are familiar with the 
interior 'museum-like' quality 
of daylight diffused by Kalwall. 
Externally, the system has a 
delicate and unique character, as 
this image of Birches Head High 
School at Stoke shows (the second 
Kalwall project from architect 
Aedas). At night, artificial lighting 
makes the school (and the pupils) 
glow. For information and more 
projects, visit www.stoakes.co.uk 
or tei 020 8660 7667.

TREMCO TROAX AJ ENQUIRY NO: 204

Tremco's recently introduced 
LWS liquid-applied waterproofing 
system for roofs is a single­
component polyurethane-based 
material which does not involve the 
use of gas torches, bitumen pots or 
any of the other potential causes 
of fire. The fluid is installed in two 
easy-to-apply layers, addressing 
even the most complex roofscapes. 
Primer is not usually required and 
Tremco LWS is compatible with 
almost all common roof substrates.

Industrial safety and partitioning 
specialist Troax UK has launched 
a versatile and economical new 
partitioning system that Is exceptionally 
easy to install. It is designed for use 
in a wide variety of industrial and 
commercial environments, ranging from 
factories and warehouses to offices and 
retail outlets. Based on Troax's popular 
Sabre partitioning system, the Sabre Lite 
system features the same high standards 
of construction, but offers a more cost- 
effective, easy-to-install, alternative.

IDS AJ ENQUIRY ND: 205 UNION ARCHITECTURAL HARDWARE

International 
Decorative Surfaces' 
new range of Staron 
solid surfaced worktops 
are designed to offer 
greater affordability 
of solid surfacing 
without compromising 
the aesthetic appeal 
of the product to the mid to upper end of the market. Available 
in worktop blanks of 3m x 650mm x 38mm, with a modern square 
edge profile, they offer the benefits of easy handling, fabrication 
and installation previously only associated with laminate worktops.

Union Architectural Hardware 
has supplied a comprehensive 
design-led ironmongery 
package to one of the most 
happening showrooms In the 
UK - the newly extended £1.25 
million Mini UK outlet in Park 
Lane, London. With aesthetics 
a prime consideration, Stubbs 
Rich Architects turned to Union 
to supply a range of quality 
products, which could match the 
successful car in the style stakes.

CELUFORM AJ ENQUIRY NO: 207 MORLEY PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE AJ ENQUIRY NO: 208

Some 96 homes at Ashley 
Park on the Isle of Man have 
been refurbished using 
PVC-ue roofline products 
from Celuform. Cellular 
plastic fascia and soffit has 
replaced ageing timber 
products on the properties 
as part of an extensive 
ongoing refurbishment project undertaken by the Onchan District 
Commissioners. The local authority's target to minimise ongoing 
maintenance has been satisfied. Celuform white products have a 
15-year guarantee against rot, fading or yellowing.

Beaumont Primary School 
in Hadieigh, Suffolk, 
combines sustainability 
with energy efficiency.
Carbon dioxide emissions 
have been reduced by 
about eight tonnes a year 
compared with a similar 
sized school. Having 
selected aluminium for its ability to be recycled, the clean lines of 
Alutec Boxer offered the desired appearance. Aiutec Boxer uses the 
patented Aligator snap-fit joint system, reducing installation times 
by up to 40 per cent compared with traditional bolted systems.
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Levolux
Everyday Excellence

Tetco Beckion • BMD Architecu • 400mm fixed lint

Inspired by architecture, Levolux innovates, from state of the

art aluminium aerofoil fins to internal shading solutions. Light.

heat and glare - all controlled by effective, discreet and often

unique, solutions. Harnessing the emerging possibilities of building

technology. Levolux pushes the boundaries to achieve your vision.

BRISE SOLEIL •AEROFOIL FINS • LOUVRES • EXTERNAL BLINDS INTERNAL BLINDS

LEVOLUX
DESIGNED TO CON T R O 1.

Levolux. Forward Drive. Harrow. Middlesex HA3 8NT United Kingdom Tel; 020 8863 9111 e-mail: info@levolux.com www.levolux.com
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