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‘Reflections’, Wilkinson Eyre’s popular multimedia installation at last year’s Venice Biennale, isto go
ondisplay at the Wapping Project next Thursday (17 March). The exhibition will run for a month.
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@ news

Commons adds to CABE pressure

CABE has come under fire again this week following the
publication of a parliamentary report into its activities that
attacks much of its day-to-day work.

The ODPM House of Commons select committee, chaired
by Clive Betts, has produced a report that questions the
current value of CABE’s design review and the perception of
commissioners’ conflicts of interest.

The document, which was drawn up after investigation at
the end of last year, also hits out at CABE’s attitude to the historic
built environment, claiming that it fails to recognise the importance
of context.

‘While the new chairman [John Sorrell] is not a developer, devel-
opment interests are still too heavily represented on CABE, which
may skew its priorities in favour of new developments rather than
conservation, the report says.

‘There are major concerns that the quality of consideration
on some schemes is cursory and does not appear to be based on
any clear set of criteria. CABE should consider fewer schemes
more thoroughly; it continues.

The report also calls for reform of the current design review
system. “The pin-up sessions, when the design review chairman
and a member of CABE staff look at drawings of schemes, should
no longer take place, it goes on.

Prescott opens AJ
stand at MIPIM

John Prescott has opened the
AJ’s UK Architecture stand at
MIPIM. Speaking on the stand
on Tuesday (8 March), the
deputy prime minister spoke of
the importance of architecture
to his regeneration policies.

He also singled out CABE
for particular praise, saying the
design watchdog helped his
decision making.

‘You can't cut corners when
youre building something
that makes communities proud
and so congratulations to CABE
for all its advice, he said.

‘I take a lot of notice of what
CABE feels about a project, even
if the final judgment is subjective.

‘When 1 was first in Mil-
waukee 1 saw Calatrava’s art
museum. I didn’t know I could
get that feeling from a building.
And good architecture should
get people arguing about it
he added.
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The report, ‘The Role and Effectiveness of CABE) also
recommends that the Design Review Committee should meet in
public, rather than behind closed doors.

And it goes on to discuss the historic context of schemes. ‘CABE’s
remit is to consider the design quality of new developments,
but it appears to neglect the historic location in which schemes
are located, so seriously reducing the validity of its comments,
the report adds.

However, CABE chief executive Richard Simmons said that the
report was not completely critical. ‘If you read the whole report, the
committee has said how important CABE’s role is and that we are
dealing with the audit, he told the AJ.

‘But if there are good ideas in there, we are always happy to
listen. You always expect a select committee report to give con-
structive criticism and it would be churlish of me not to listen to it
since CABE also gives open and constructive criticism.

‘I don’t agree that the value of our advice is in danger of being
undermined, he added. ‘If that were the case we wouldn’t get large
numbers of customers telling us how satisfied they were — and there
is no slacking off of people taking our advice.

‘It is not CABE’s policy to promote new buildings for the sake
of it—we promote good design, Simmons added.

Ed Dorrell and Richard Waite

Conran & Partners has
released this picturein
concert with its planning
submission last week for
Sheffield city centre’s tallest
residential tower. St Paul’s
Apartments will comprise
of two linked towers,
providing 279 apartments:
one of 10 storeys on 5t Paul’s
Place and the other of 21
storeys on Arundel Gate.
The space between the
buildings is to contain
aprivate garden for
residents, and the wall
above the service road will
be planted with flowering
sedums, mosses and lichens
to absorb the noise and
pollution created within
service areas, Timber
windows and full-height
sliding doors are punched
into aslender terracotta
tower, which is to be faced
with a layerof glass onits
north and south sides.
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UEA needs ‘urgent’ cash hoost to
save Lasdun’s iconic ziggurats

The University of East Anglia (UEA) is facing a
massive shortfall in the cash it needs to save Denys
Lasdun’s iconic ziggurats, the AJ can reveal.

University bosses realised they had set aside
just a quarter of the cash ‘urgently needed’ to
rescue the buildings after discovering major faults
previously unaccounted for.

The UEA had based its budget for the refurbish-
ment, which runs into many millions of pounds,
on what could be supported by student rents. But
early surveys of the ground-breaking 1960s stu-
dent accommodation, led by Cambridge-based
RH Partnership, have revealed a number of ‘horror
stories) including large panel systems (LPS) that
predate the Ronan Point disaster of 1968.

Rectifying such significant structural problems
would ratchet up the cost of repair substantially.

‘It’s scary stuff] said UEA estate development
director Joseph Saunders, who labelled the work
‘urgent’. “The buildings are in the clear for four out
of the seven criteria for progressive collapse but
we’re investigating the other three.

‘“They are in need of considerable refurbish-
ment. It’s had no work since it was built 40 years
ago and it’s had lots of rumbustious students
running round it since then. Strengthening
the structure would prove to be extremely costly,
he added.

Last September, the university launched a
search to find an architect capable of handling
the refurbishment. In October, RH Partnership

Surveys of the ziggurats revealed ‘horror stories’

was selected from a shortlist that included 20th-
century specialists Levitt Bernstein and John
McAslan + Partners, on a ‘value-for-money basis’
The university also praised the architect’s experi-
ence in dealing with 20th-century listed buildings.

RH Partnership spent the first two months
of the job conducting a thorough survey of the
1966-67 ziggurats, officially named the Norfolk and
Suffolk Terraces. These were thought to be struc-
turally sound with deteriorating interiors but their
robustness has since been called into question.

It is anticipated that planning permission
will be applied for in May.
® See Editorial, page 22.

Rob Sharp

Modernists back Adam'’s Classical Edinburgh plan

Edinburgh’s Modernist com-
munity surprised observers this
week by rallying behind Classi-
cist Robert Adam’s masterplan
for Edinburgh Forthside.

Edinburgh School of Archi-
tecture’s  Professor  Brian
Edwards and stalwart Modernist
Richard Murphy have expressed
support for Adam’s proposals for
Western Harbour and Granton
Harbour, announced last week
by Edinburgh City Council.

‘T've read through the mas-
terplanning document and
thought it was very interesting,
said Murphy, who made his
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name challenging conservative
Edinburgh architecture.

‘We've had a bewildering
number of architects looking
at that part of the city. Every-
one has come and gone but not
much has happened. But Adam’s
proposals will work. His master-
plan was full of a lot of sensible
ideas, he continued.

At the heart of Adam’s pro-
posals is a large landscaped
park similar in size to Edin-
burgh’s Princes Street Gardens,
situated at the centre of
Western Harbour. Surround-
ing it will be a new streetscape

of curved close-knit streets,
inspired by the historic charac-
ter of Leith.

The prominent Neo-Clas-
sicist proposes to see vast areas
of underused, reclaimed and
brownfield land regenerated to
sustain communities of 13,000
people by the two harbours.

Edinburgh professor Brian
Edwards also weighed in. ‘A
Neo-Classical city would cer-
tainly suit Edinburgh, he said.
‘Edinburgh has always been
based on Neo-Classical princi-
ples. This would suit a Robert
Adam approach today!

EHTOFOCUS ONDISCUSSION
Speaking at the MIPIM property
conferencein Cannes, English
Heritage (EH) chief executive
Simon Thurley has announced a
new emphasis for the quango on
pre-application discussion. He also
pledged to update the way in which
EH processes applications. (4]

MAYOR’S U-TURN ON BALLET
Also at MIPIM, London mayor Ken
Livingstone has made a U-turn
over his decision to refuse planning
permission for a redevelopment at
the Royal Ballet School in Richmond
Park by Barnsley, Hewett and
Mallinson. He had directed refusal
because the school's proposals
contravened London Plan policies
regarding developmenton
Metropolitan Open Land. But he
reconsidered his position after the
school revised its application. (+]

FIVEFORLISTING?

Five buildings constructed in the
1960s and 1970s will be considered
for Grade-ll listed-building status
after a public consultation. The
buildings include Alison and Peter
Smithson’s Upper Lawn Cottage
in West Tisbury, Wiltshire, and
Albert Richardson’s Chapel at

St Mary’s University College in
Twickenham.

MARKS BARFIELD AIMS HIGH
Marks Barfield has announced
designs for a ground-breaking
150m observation tower. The I-360
will feature a slowly ascending
air-conditioned passenger capsule
and 360° panoramic views. The
tower is yet to find a home, with
the architect deciding between
three cities in the UK. ©

INVISIBLEGATEWAY

Figures released by polling firm
YouGov show only 35 per cent
of people have heard of the
Thames Gateway. Nearly four
out of 10 people questioned had
never heard of the government’s
focus on sustainable community
development.
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Parts of Frank Lloyd Wright’s 1924 Ennis-
Brown House in Los Angeles were labelled
unsafe for habitation by the city’s authorities
last week following a hill collapse close by.

Bob Steinbach, a spokesman for the city’s
department of building and safety, warned
of the need to urgently address some of the
building’s structural problems after con-
ducting an inspection of it in the wake of
Californian mudslides.

After an initial inspection last week,
Steinbach put the cost of damage at around
$500,000 (£260,000) but now believes it
could be as much as $1 million (£522,000).

At present, the rear wall of the building’s
parking deck and its chauffeur’s quarters
are classified as being in need of urgent
attention, and may not be occupied after
being weakened by the weather.

Steinbach said: “The building was built in
the 1920s with concrete blocks, which were
not reinforced in any way, prior to the design
codes we now use. The official noted that
the main part of the house fared much better
in the rains because of a recent programme
of structural reinforcement.

South California has seen a series of heavy
this winter that

rainstorms have caused

Damage amounting to $1 million has been caused to Wright's Ennis-Brown house in Los Angeles

mudslides close to the Wright-designed
landmark, which has been used in a number
of Hollywood films, including Blade Runner.

I'he bad weather has catalysed plans by
the building’s owner, The Trust for Preserva-
tion of Cultural Heritage, a private non-profit
organisation, to address the building’s struc-

tural problems. It has been considering

bey... SHTwen

different design options for the last two years.
The Ennis-Brown House has been desig-
nated as a city, state and national landmark
in the United States. It is on the World Mon-
ument Fund’s Most Endangered Site list,
along with the Great Wall of China and the

Quetzalcoatl Temple in Mexico.
Rob Sharp

Speaking at MIPIM, London mayor Ken Livingstone yesterday (9 March) announced that the London Borough of Newham has resolved to grant
outline planning permission to the massive Silvertown Quays masterplan by Urban Strategies International. The 24ha site - which is a key part
of the Thames Gateway - includes proposals for an aquarium (pictured) designed by Terry Farrell & Partners, which also created The Deep in
Hull. The project, adjacent to the Royal Victoria Docks in east London, is the largest scheme to win planning approval in the designated Thames
Gateway area and links London City Airport to other residential and leisure facilities. The masterplan includes proposals for a 494,000m?* mixed-

use waterfront scheme, including 4,930 residential units. The aquarium is due to open in 2008.
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ARB suspends member
for indecent offences

An architect has been suspended from the ARB
register for 18 months after he completed a
prison sentence for ‘making indecent photographs
or pseudo photographs’ of a child.

Stephen Charles Manship faced a Professional
Conduct Committee (PCC) hearing last Thurs-
day (3 March) in which lawyers debated whether
it was the role of the board to punish him.

Last year the architect was sentenced to eight
months in jail after being found guilty of the
offences. He served a four-month term.

Manship — who is understood to be in his
30s — spent the majority of his professional life
working for London-based Peter Wood and Part-
ners, a practice specialising in extensions and
renovations of listed buildings in the Kensington
and Westminster areas.

The PCC chairman Michael Williams said it was
important to avoid punishing Manship twice for his
crimes but added that it was also the role of his com-
mittee to protect the reputation of the profession.

However, the committee ‘recognised that the
skills and input of an architect were different from

those of other professions) concluding that Manship
would not, as a result of his conviction, give a poorer
service as an architect at any time in the future.
‘What we are seeking to do is to protect the rep-
utation of the profession and the way in which we
do this is to impose a penalty that, in our own view

and in our judgment, from the diverse nature of

the members of this tribunal, we believe to be the
appropriate penalty, the PCC judgment says.

Peter Wood, founding partner of Peter Wood
and Partners, said Manship’s arrest had come as a
‘horrible surprise’ to the practice.

‘He is an ex-employee of mine who resigned
in February of last year and this is a very unfortu-
nate incident, Wood told the AJ.‘When he worked
for me, he was something of a computer expert
and had been responsible for setting up our
CAD-drafting system.

“This came as a complete surprise to me and the
practice, he added. ‘When you work with someone
for 10 years, you feel you know someone pretty
well. This was clearly not the case.

Ed Dorrell

Students vie for
Archaos chairs

Archaos, the student architects’
body, will this year hold elections
for two co-chairs.

This is the first time the posi-
tion has been contested and five
students will be standing. Those
in the running are:
® Bonnie Chu, a finalist Part 1
student at Edinburgh;
® Alison Killing, a first-year
diploma student at Oxford
Brookes;

@ Caine Crawford, a second-
year Part 1 student at Leicester
De Montfort;

@ Pavandeep Singh Panesar, a
finalist diploma student at the
Architectural Association; and
® Joseph Bloor, a Part 2 year-
out student formerly at London
Metropolitan.

Election organisers will ask
the representaivess from each
school — 70 nationwide — to elect
the chairs. Voting will take place
through a website forum and
candidates will also answer ques-
tions electronically.

C20 and residents slam Trellick refurbishment plans

The Twentieth Century Society (C20) has hit out at John McAslan +
Partners’ proposals to refurbish Erno Goldfinger’s Grade I1*-listed
Trellick Tower on London’s Golborne Road.

The conservation group, along with the tower’s residents — some
of whom, as leaseholders, may have to foot the bill for any work done
— have questioned a proposal by the architect to replace all 800 of the
building’s windows. Both groups have drawn attention to a report
by abseiling company Martech in 2003 that claimed only 8 per cent of
the windows need replacing.

‘The original windows are elegant, early double-glazed tim-
ber-framed windows that make an important contribution to the
aesthetics of the listed building, said C20’s caseworker Cordula Zeidler
in a letter to the architect late last week.

Project architect Kevin Murphy has responded by emphasising the
difficulties in surveying such a huge building. ‘It’s a 30-storey tower,
he told the AJ. ‘A lot of the inspection work is very problematic. The
abseilers were used to get a very general feel for the amount of work

needed to be done. We would suggest that 8 per cent is a very conserva-
tive estimate for the quantity of windows that need replacing.

‘No one wanted to automatically go down this road, but with a
building like Trellick Tower you can’t replace them from the inside,
you need to scaffold. And that’s expensive. You don’t want to be doing
it a number of times, he added.

An application for listed building consent and a planning applica-
tion for works was submitted to the London Borough of Kensington
and Chelsea in January. As well as replacing the windows, the archi-
tect proposes to reinstate the tower’s distinctive cornice beam. It also
plans to repair and clean the building’s concrete and to renew the
roof coverings and balcony floor finishes, and hopes to reinstate
Trellick’s original-style signage.

A spokesman for the council’s tenant management organisation
said that it was currently consulting leaseholders in the tower with
regard to the proposed works. The survey’s findings will be known
in two weeks.
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Fraser Brown MacKenna
Architects has submitted
this £13.5 million vocational
skills academy in Southend,

Essex, for planning approval.

Prospects Collegeis

supported by the Sustainable
Communities Fund and aims

to increase the number of

training places available in

skills such as construction

and engineering, which are

in highdemand in the area.

The design aims to be flexibly

based round an active spine

wall, housing conference

facilities and the centre’s

three academies, equipped

with the latest learning

technology. Neil Bates,

chief executive of Prospects

College, said: ‘Construction
employmentin Essexis setto

grow from 35,000 to 38,000

by 2007 and nearly 2,000 g
new entrants will be needed -1
in craft occupations alone, 3“ -
just to meet existing levels ~
of demand. The Tomlinson

14-19 review stressed the
importance of vocational

learning and the new college

will place skills training at

the top of the agendain

south Essex.’

£400k insurance ‘fraud’
sparks High Court bhattle

An architect accused of fraud worth over £400,000
is facing a legal battle at the High Court with a
well-known insurance company.

Royal & SunAlliance is alleging that Peter
Vamvakas deceived insurers over the value of
works carried out following a fire at the historic
Henbury Manor House in Cheshire.

The firm — which is also taking the property
owner Maria Veletsos to court over the incident
— accuses the architect of supporting a fraudulent
insurance claim and is determined to prove that
it paid more than 10 times the true value of work
on the property.

The court will hear that, although the fire took
place in 1995, it was only ‘relatively recently’ that
Veletsos decided to renovate the property and
appointed Vamvakas, who was then runninga firm
called Continental Building Design from Brechin
Place in London.

Veletsos, of Rosary Gardens, South Ken-
sington, London, then submitted invoices for
payment to the insurers from Farin Construction
of £323,475 and from Vamvakas of £149,812.50.
Royal & SunAlliance lawyers will tell the High

8|the architects’ journal

Court that the insurance firm paid Veletsos the
whole amount — £473,287.50 — after it received
certificates sent by Vamvakas as to the value of the
work done by the construction firm.

But the insurers have since discovered the
actual value of the works carried out by the com-
pany is just £45,000.

The insurance firm’s writ says that Veletsos
made a ‘fraudulent claim’ and has been ‘unjustly
enriched’, having been paid sums in excess of the
‘true cost’ of the renovation work.

It also brands Vamvakas ‘negligent’, saying that
he ‘mis-stated the value of the work and that he
deceived them over the costs..

The company is also taking its own loss adjus-
tor, Crawford & Company, to court for ‘negligence’
for advising them to pay the invoices.

The writ claims that Crawford & Company
ought to have advised Royal & SunAlliance to pay
only the real costs of the work carried out by Farin
and Vamvakas.

They are seeking unspecified damages from all
three defendants, the writ says.

Ed Dorrell

Plant OK turns up

heat on Liverpool

A highly contentious brick-
crushing plant has been given
the green light by Liverpool
council, sparking further fury
about the city’s planners.

The decision to allow the
waterfront waste facility comes
only weeks after the same plan-
ning committee rejected a
number of high-profile schemes,
including lan Simpson Architects’
proposal for a 50-storey tower at
Brunswick Quay (AJ 10.2.05).

Despite opposition, permis-
sion was granted allowing the
plant — which will recycle con-
struction waste from BDP’s
Paradise Street — to operate for
two years.

Jack Spriggs, the city’s former
Lord Mayor, says the situation is
‘ludicrous’ ‘T make no apology
for attacking the planning offic-
ers because they are a law unto
themselves, he said.

Maro Developments, which
is backing the Simpson scheme,
will launch a formal appeal
against the decision this week.
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omithfield listing incites anger

The decision to list part of
London’s historic Smithfield
Meat Market has reignited a
bitter feud over controversial
plans to redevelop the site.

Last Thursday (3 March),
culture secretary Tessa Jowell
announced that the Red House,
believed to be one of the oldest
surviving purpose-built cold
stores in the country, should be
given a Grade-II listing,

Jowell has also written to
deputy prime minister John
Prescott advising him to call in
KPF’s redevelopment propos-
als — though she refused to list
two neighbouring buildings on
the site.

The move has shocked devel-
oper Thornfield Properties,
which had earmarked the Vic-
torian cold store for demolition
to make way for a massive com-
mercial office scheme.

‘The decision has come as a
surprise because the buildings
have already been considered
for listing five times, said Mike

The Red House: one of the oldest surviving cold stores in the country

Capocci, managing director for
Thornfield Properties, ‘the last
time was only a year ago.
However, Capocci has vowed
to press on with the proposals:
‘While it is disappointing to have
had to wait all this time, never-
theless we feel the scheme is good
for the area and we will be pro-

Founding partner of Cecil
Denny Highton dies

Michael Highton, a founding
partner in Cecil Denny Highton
and most recently the RIBA’s
honorary secretary, has died.

Highton will best be remem-
bered as a distinguished
founder of the practice that
was bought by HOK Interna-
tional and became the office’s
London base. Highton was also
well known latterly as an expert
witness.

He gave significant service
to the RIBA, where he was
honorary treasurer of RIBA
South and a long-standing
RIBA councillor. More recent-
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ly he was the author of the
eponymously titled ‘Highton
Report’ into the activities of the
ARB, which called the
board’s activities to be pared
back drastically.

The move sparked the latest
bout of recriminations between
the RIBA and the board.

RIBA president George Fer-
guson said he was saddened
to have lost his colleague, add-
ing that the profession would
miss his informed contribution
to debate.

Highton is survived by his
wife, Margaret, and their family.

for

gressing. We will be looking at
all avenues.

‘The one derelict building
that has been listed only forms a
small part of our proposals and
we are considering our options
in relation to this.

‘We may have to adapt our
scheme but we are pleased to be

able to move forward with this
regeneration project, he added.

Despite these claims, the
culture secretary’s decision has
been welcomed by heritage
groups and will cheer the Prince
of Wales, who openly backed the
campaign to list all three build-
ings, including the triangular
lavatory block.

Adam Wilkinson of SAVE
Britain’s Heritage said: “This
is an important victory in our
campaign to prevent the demo-
lition of the building and Sir
Horace Jones’ 1882 General
Market buildings.

‘It is vital that the applica-
tion to demolish the Red House
and the General Market build-
ings at Smithfield is called in
by Prescott for proper scrutiny
at a public inquiry. All of the
threatened buildings sit in a
conservation area designated to
protect them, and the current
plans ride roughshod over this;
he added.

Richard Waite

Bauman Lyons has won the go-ahead for this £3.8 million
neighbourhood centre in West Bowling, Bradford. Backed by

the New Deal for Communities fund, the project will house three
doctors’ surgeries, a SureStart nursery and créche, training facilities
and meeting rooms. The scheme will replace a former middle
school, which has been demolished, and the Leeds-based architect
hopes to incorporate an original stone lintel with the word ‘infants’
from the school in the new design. Work on the centre, which is

part of the £50 million Bradford Trident regeneration scheme,

will startin April.

Stephen Perrin designed the Institute of Ancient Languages in Bayswater, London,
in his second year at London South Bank University. It comprises a 5 x 3 array of

interconnected cores, each one being a representation of the Tower of Babel. Each
tower rotates either clockwise or anti-clockwise and allows movement in the three
Cartesian coordinates. In plan, the grid is amapping of the globe, so each core
represents a zone of the planet. The cores and the shelves that encase them are
designed to hold the records and artefacts of that geographic area.

Student Showcase is sponsored by Students’ Union, a website @
set up by Union in association with The Architects’ Journal

atwww.students-union.net. To submit work for publication
in Student Showcase, email a publication quality image to |
ajstudentshowcase@emap.com
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Bellissim(e,

Whether you are comparing the fire &
smoke, thermal or longevity performance,
the premium performance Kingspan
Kooltherm' K-range is best in its class.

Fire & Smoke

The CFC/HCFC-free phenolic core

of the Kingspan Kooltherm™ K-range
achieves a Class O rating to the
Building Regulations / Low Risk to
Technical Standards and achieves the
best possible rating of less than 5%
smoke emission when tested to

BS 5111: Part 1: 1974,

These properties are critical when looking
at the design of buildings. If the worst
happens and there is a fire, the building
should be able to provide some
resistance to structural damage and also
should not compromise the ability of any
inhabitants to escape from the building.

Thermal

When considering thermal conductivity
(A-value) the Kingspan Kooltherm
K-range is in a class of its own with a
league topping 0.022 - 0.024 W/m.K.
This means that less thickness of
insulation is needed to achieve the
required Building Regulations/Standards.
Thinner insulation allows the specifier to
reduce the impact of the structure on the
usable area of the building.

Longevity

The closed cell structure of the Kingspan
Kooltherm' K-range means that its
superior thermal conductivity is
unaffected by moisture (H,0) and air
movement. This consistency of
performance results in the design
standard of the element being achieved
for the lifetime of the building. This
characteristic is essential if we are to
benefit from the current drive towards
reducing the CO, emissions from

our buildings.

Further information on the Kingspan Keeltherm' K-range of rigid

phenolic insulation products for roofs, walls and floors is available
from Kingspan Insulation on:

Telephone: 0870 733 8333 (UK)

enquiry 14 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

e-mail: literature.uk@insulation.kingspan.co =

e-maill; inerature ginsuiation.Kingspan.cor ¢i\ ——

Telephone: 042 97 95038 (Ireland) (- :
e-mail: literature.ie@insulation.kingspan.com N _\1\

www.insulation.kingspan.com

Kingspan Insulation Ltd

Pembridge, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 9LA, UK
of the Kingspan Group pl Castleblayney, County Monaghan, Ireland

® Kingspan, Kooltherm and the Lion device are Registered Trademarks




M2r modernises the country life

M2r Architecture has won planning
permission for this spectacular private
house just outside Sevenoaks in Kent.

The 320m? modern home — designed
for a private investment banker — will be set
over two levels and will cost £600,000.

The scheme, which attempts to respond
to the surrounding rural landscape, will
consist of four bedrooms, two living rooms,
one bathroom and a kitchen and dining area.

The project is designed so that each
floor is connected with the landscape and
embeds the house in its site.

A statement by M2r — a small young

Keim Colour St

practice set up in London in 2001 - said the
designs were inspired by the surrounding
countryside.

‘Sevenoaks is an idyllic suburban area
south of London and the ideal location for
our private house, the statement said.

‘It is a very steep site, and existing trees
and magnificent views towards the land-
scape shape the proposed design, it added.

The private house project received out-
line planning permission in January 2005
and construction is scheduled for comple-
tion in early 2006.

Richard Waite

xl‘.

\

olutions

THE MINERAL DIFFERENCE
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enquiry 15 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

M2r’s new house in Sevenoaks is seton
two levels and takes inspiration from the
surrounding Kentish countryside
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Glasgow City Council invites Consultants with a
= : |
I proven track record in the delivery of best value
European Practice sustainable urban design

solutions.

Tﬂ“ﬂ“ﬂﬂW's wnnm’lnc[ ""lﬁ' The design and procurement of three new Area

Offices and Strategic Day Care Services at

Govan, Possilpark and Maryhill, Glasgow.

If you have the creative and technical experience
to be part of this initiative, we would invite you to
declare an expression of interest in connection

with the following services:

> Architecture

> Cost Management

> Risk Management

> Civil & Structural Engineering

> Environmental Engineering

A Prospectus and Questionnaire is available at a
cost of FIFTY POUNDS STERLING (£50) from
the 3-Sites Executive Team:

Expressions of interest must be made in Glasgow City Council
writing and received no later than Monday 7

14 March 2005 Chief Executive Department

Legal & Administrative Services

This project has been advertised in the Official 235 George Street
Journal of the European Union in respect of EU public
CITY COUNCIL procurement directives. GLASGOW G2 1DU.

enquiry 16 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect
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YoUrtail? ™,

Ever get the feeling that you develop
ground-breaking design only for it to be
changed in a way that leaves the final result
looking different than you envisaged?

Well there’s no reason to chase your

tail anymore...

... warringtonfire consulting provide
forward-thinking fire engineering solutions,
through experience and innovation.

Let warringtonfire do the running around for you!

Winners of the 2004 Fire Engineering Award enquiry 18 on card v

www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

Holmesfield Road - \\arnr'\glun - Cheshire \ / Warrlngtonfl re

global safety

t: +44 (0) 1925 655116 - 44 (0) 1925 646660
w: warringtonfire.net - e: info@warringtonfire.net




At last...

Developer Allied London Properties,
teaming up with Patrick Hodgkin-
son and Levitt Bernstein Associates, will
begin its £20 million reconfiguration
of the Brunswick Centre in London’s
Bloomsbury this week.

The scheme’s start will finally bring the
40-year saga to finish Hodgkinson’s Grade
II-listed 1960s retail and housing project
to its long-awaited conclusion.

The redevelopment of the wurban
megastructure will create 16,000m’ of new
retail space and will incorporate a compre-
hensive repair of the building’s external fabric
and public entrances. It will also introduce
new paving, lighting and landscaping. The
work is the latest in a long line of proposals
to improve the fabric of the building that
have previously failed to get off the ground.

The complex — described in a 1972
critical review by Neave Brown as an ‘excep-
tional success’ — was never completed to
its original specifications after its first
developer hit financial difficulties and had
to sell. Hodgkinson was forced to stop
working on the designs.

‘Patrick had designed a covered shop-
ping hall with a glazed roof that never
materialised, explained Levitt Bernstein
partner David Levitt, who collaborated with
Hodgkinson on the original drawings. ‘It
was also meant to be painted. It was never
intended to look the way it does, to be

14  the architects’ journal

From top: Allied London’s new retail space;
the ‘exceptional’ original design; the Renoir
cinema will remain amid the new plans

an unpainted concrete building like the
National Theatre, he continued.

The new work will go some way to address
some of the complex’s shortfalls. Surfaces
will receive a new paint job and, with the
construction of the supermarket across the
site’s central thoroughfare, the new design
will go part of the way to realising the original
notion of a covered shopping hall.

Allied London bought the 55,000m? build-
ing five years ago. It secured listed building
and planning consent from Camden coun-
cil in September 2003. But earlier solutions
to the landmark’s problems have foundered
as developers failed to satisfy the concerns
of residents, the architectural community at
large and their own shareholders.

Waitrose’s decision to take on the super-
market lease in December last year finally
gave the financial green light. “The developer
very shrewdly decided that it would need to
let a supermarket to finance repair work to all
the dilapidations, said Levitt.

When the centre was built, a long lease on
the 400-unit residential element was sold to the
London Borough of Camden to provide low-
income public housing. But, in an unfortunate
case of history repeating itself, one of the most
distinctive features of the building — its access
gallery system — will remain unrenovated.
This, as Camden Council’s responsibility, will
stay untouched due to lack of funds.

Rob Sharp
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City: Glasgow | Lighting: Philips
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Urban lighting
Creating identities for cities

Every city is a unique collection of stories, memories and dreams. Lighting is a

carrier of those imaginations and makes the identity of a city visible. It makes people
eel comfortable and safe, provides excitement or highlights the profile of public places:
From small towns to big cities, from street lighting to monuments and landmarks.

For further information please contact us at: pH I LI ps

Philips Lighting, Philips Centre, Guildford Business Park GU2 8XH
Tel: 01293 776774; Fax:01483 575534; Email: lighting.solutions@philips.com sense and simplicity

enquiry 19 on card www.lightingsolutions.philips.co.uk
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‘The Guggenheim Bilbao was an aberration. It’s a place

of pilgrimage, and | don’t think places of pilgrimage

can ultimately be sustained. It’s the programmes
that are the heart and soul of any building’

Kathy Halbreich, director of the Walker Art Center. artnewsonline.com, March 2005

‘The goatee-hearded guru of
the movement was Edward
Carpenter - a former
clergyman, prophetic
homosexual and sandal-
maker extraordinaire...’

Fiona MacCarthy looks forward to the V&A's big
Arts and Crafts show. Guardian, 5.3.05

‘The British are
traditionally sceptical
about the public realm.
They delight in low

tax, minimum state
intervention, and
individualism. What is
not private is subject to
vandalism and neglect’

Edwin Heathcote.
Financial Times, 4.3.05

‘l haven’t seen any mice yet’

Sarah Wigglesworth’s straw bales are still vermin-proof. Evening Standard, 4.3.05

16 | the architects' journal

@ Heritage-related planning
adviceis given 25 per cent faster
than it was this time last year,
English Heritage claimed this
week. Due to modernisation,
around 90 per cent of planning
and 98 per cent of listed-
building consent adviceis
being given within 21 days.

® Asurvey of global sleeping
habits shows nearly a quarter of
Australians hit the sack before
10pm, and 31 per cent say they
like to get more than nine hours’
sleep a night. By contrast,

41 per cent of Japanese have
less than six hours a night.

® Registration figures for
industry conference MIPIM,
being held at the Palais des
Festivalsin Cannes, indicate that
more than 17,000 international
property professionals are

due to attend, up from a final
attendance of 15,157 last year.
® Departmentfor Transport
figuresreveal that during
weekday rush hours, traffic
levels are 5.2 times higher than
average. Thereis also more
traffic on British roads between
11am and 2pm on Saturdays
than during 5-7pm midweek.
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Site plan of the area with Hindmans Way at

the centre. The photograph above it, dating
from 1928, shows the earth embankment walls
that served as flood defences along the River
Thames during the late 19th century

18 | the architects’ journal

Tide of change

Florian Beigel + ARU's infrastructure project
at Dagenham Dock is a model for tackling the
Thames Gateway, says Andrew Mead

With Richard Rogers saying recently that
he was ‘deeply concerned’ whether Thames
Gateway, the largest urban regeneration
project in Europe, would fulfil its potential
(Guardian, 29.1.05), any models of good
practice there are welcome. Which is why an
infrastructure project at Dagenham Dock, by
Florian Beigel and the Architecture Research
Unit (ARU) of London Metropolitan Uni-
versity, demands attention.

It centres on two streets, Chequers Lane
and Hindmans Way, that lie south of an
elevated section of the Al13 — the Thames
Gateway spine-road that connects London
with Southend.

Chequers Lane runs straight from Dagen-
ham Dock Station towards the Thames, but
doesn’t quite get there, because a still-func-
tioning wharf deflects it to the left. Down
much of the east side, behind a high barbed-
wire-topped fence, is the blue, metal-clad bulk
of Barking Power Station. Opposite is a Hovis
distribution centre, a vacant lot currently for
sale or to let, and a ‘waste recycling’ yard with

mounds of scrap. The whole street is covered
in grime, the last 100m being barely passable
for pedestrians in winter because of potholes,
drainage problems and mud.

Hindmans Way, 150m to the west, takes
a more sinuous course towards the Thames,
but does arrive there — well, almost. It leads
to a large cluster of white and grey Tate &
Lyle storage tanks, and a curving jetty which
is off-limits to the public, who instead are
kept behind a 2m-high steel wall which acts
asa flood defence.

Flanking Hindmans Way are some more
empty sites, at the centre of one of whichisa
solitary tree — among the few mature speci-
mens in the area. But any plants here have
such a patina of dirt on them that even bud-
dleia looks like an endangered species.

Disheartening though the whole scene
is at present, this area of Dagenham is due
for a major facelift. It’'s part of London
Riverside: a 6km-square zone on the north
bank of the Thames, extending east from
Barking Creek, which is ‘a priority area’ for

10 March 2005




Ken Livingstone and the London Develop-
ment Agency (LDA), and a Zone of Change
for the government’s Thames Gateway
Strategic Partnership.

In the words of ‘An Urban Strategy for
London Riverside), a publication by Living-
stone’s Architecture and Urbanism Unit
(AUU): ‘Dagenham Dock is currently an
underused industrial area, with substand-
ard infrastructure and a poor environmental
quality. It will become a sustainable indus-
trial area, with a special focus on green
industries.” A predictable scenario, perhaps,
but there’s little chance that the words ‘green’
and ‘sustainable’ will work their ritual magic
unless the ‘substandard infrastructure’ is
dealt with first —as Beigel + ARU plan to do.

This isn’t just a case of upgrading roads
and pavements physically, but of addressing
a more general lack.‘When you're in this area
at present, there’s really no clue that you're so
close to the Thames, says Beigel. ‘We want to
give back an awareness of the river.

With the Chequers Lane waterfront

10 March 2005

still occupied, the focus for this renewed
awareness is the point where Hindmans
Way meets the flood-wall and jetty. Beig-
el + ARU propose a new addition here: a
‘truckers’ café’ built in Cor-Ten, reached up
a shallow ramp and angled south-west to
gain broad views across the Thames. ‘It’s a
little industrial temple, says Beigel — a focal-
point as well as a facility. But it won’t stand
entirely on its own, for just 100m inland isan
old concrete hopper —a powerful presence in
the landscape.

“You have to keep that hopper - it gives
you a real feeling of industrial time, says
Beigel. Such structures are what he calls
‘time witnesses. Reminders of a site’s previ-
ous history, sometimes cryptic, prompting
curiosity, they’re often integral to Beigel +
ARU’s schemes (A] 3.4.03). In fact there’s
another one near the proposed café: the fuel
station at the end of the jetty. With its twin
orange-painted tanks on concrete bases, it
has a family resemblance to the hopper and
the café; they're three points of a triangle

Left: where Hindmans
Way meets the steel
wall beside theriver.
Below left: looking
inland towards the
disused concrete
hopper, which Beigel
+ARU want toretain,
Below right: looking
north up Chequers
Lane towardsthe A13

PHILIP CHRISTOU

linking water, land and shore.

It may be a while before Costa Coffee
wants the franchise, or workers from the
‘sustainable industrial park’ converge there
for a latte, but with the Cor-Ten café and
its parking area the river suddenly becomes
visible — the rhythm of its tides, the chang-
ing light, the long view west towards Canary
Wharf. If, as Beigel hopes, there’s a new road
connection to Hindmans Lane immedi-
ately north of the hopper, then pedestrians
can colonise the old road by the flood-wall,
and take an elevated riverside walk as far as
Barking Creek.

In their treatment of the roads and pave-
ments, which will all be surfaced in tarmac,
Beigel + ARU want to reflect the proximity
of the Thames by giving them ‘a river-like
quality’ Although the width of the roads
remains constant, the pavements expand and
contract like a flowing stream, while granite
‘rafts’ are inlaid in them at various angles,
as if bobbing about on water. Will people
‘get’ this? Perhaps subliminally. After all, at
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sites upriver like Petersham and Richmond,
tarmac often turns into water at high tide,
with careless visitors discovering their
parked cars half-submerged. That would
happen in Dagenham too if defences
weren't intact.

Beigel hopes that some owners of the new
‘green’ industrial premises will sacrifice a
metre or two of streetfront in exchange for
planning gain, which will make the pave-
ment more generous in places and create
the overall ‘flowing’ effect. He would prefer
to plant willow trees, the obvious species
for a riverside location, but given their
wide-spreading roots and the density of
underground services, that may not be pos-
sible in Chequers Lane; Scots pine and birch
are the alternative.

These enhanced but robust streets will
be the armature of a changing landscape, as
the new industrial park takes shape around
them. Is there a risk that, as it does, it will
start to seem bland? Unlikely, given the still-
dominant power station (its fence renewed
without barbed wire), the still-working

20| the architects’ journal

wharfs, the ranks of storage tanks, and the
looming hopper. This area will always have
an ‘edge’.

The LDA now owns the streets, and has
funding from the ODPM’s Sustainable
Communities Plan and the European
Regional Development Fund to begin
work on Chequers Lane. The second phase
— the crucial connection to the Thames at
Hindmans Way - should also benefit from
the Sustainable Communities Plan. Mark
Brearley of the AUU is optimistic that it will
proceed before long, and puts it in a wider
context: ‘It’s one of a series of opportunities
on this stretch of the Thames where roads
meet the river. There’s the chance to make
several special places’

Though an infrastructure project like
this can’t guarantee the quality that Rogers
wants to see in any subsequent develop-
ment, it does have lessons in its light touch
(just a few thoughtful interventions), its
preference for a landscape of memories (not
a clean slate), and its quest to unlock poten-
tial — all based on a close reading of the

Above: looking south down Hindmans Way,
with the new paving in place. To the leftisa
small, low-maintenance public wetland with
pollarded willow trees and long grass.On a
shallow mound in front of the flood defence
wallis Beigel + ARU’s Cor-Ten café, witha
parking space for lorries beside it. Left: view
northup theimproved street, with the hopper
acting as areminder of the site’s past

actual site, not its abstraction on a map.

The Thames Gateway sometimes does
seem like a huge abstraction but in fact it’s
a mosaic, whose myriad pieces each have a
specific character — the creeks, the wildlife
havens, the industrial remnants, the views.
That character must be understood before
development begins.

There are ‘special places’ by the Thames
already, which we need to keep, but Beigel +
ARU show the way to making more.

CREDITS

CLIENT

London Development Agency
STAKEHOLDERS

Architecture and Urbanism Unit, GLA; London
Borough of Barking and Dagenham
ARCHITECTURAL PUBLIC SPACE DESIGN
Architecture Research Unit; Florian Beigel, architect
LANDSCAPE DESIGN SUPPORT

Jonathan Cook, landscape architect

PROJECT COORDINATOR

Capita Symonds

CIVILENGINEER

Clarkebond Civils

CONTRACTOR

Birse Civils
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Be one step ahead with norament strada®

Keeping up to date with fashion and trends does not mean losing out on quality and some of the most
demanding and ambitious projects worldwide have been refurbished using Freudenberg’s nora®
floorcoverings. Every year sees at least one new design added to the range and this year is no exception.

Norament® strada has been created with an unusual cubic structure surface giving the appearance of small
cobblestones. Available in 16 cool colours that will create a comfortable ambience in any type of project,
with a cleaning friendly surface and high quality wear resistance. This new product also achieves R10 slip
resistance, a very good result for a floor with a textured surface.

The flooring market realises more and more the flexibility nora® rubber floorings offer with regard to designs
and quality. The very high quality and excellent characteristics of nora® rubber floorings combined with new
designs offer extraordinary wear-resistance, antistatic behaviour, permanently resilient, chemical resistance,
also oil and grease resistant, easy and cost efficient cleaning. Offering the ideal combination of slip
resistance, easy to clean and environmentally compatible all nora® floorcoverings are PVC free,

furthermore they are safe in fire toxicological terms. Designed for easy maintenance, nora® rubber
floorcoverings are dirt repellent due to their dense surface. Excellent walking comfort due to

permanent resilience.

Freudenberg Building Systems UK Ltd
Unit 6 Wycliffe Industrial Park
Leicester Road
Lutterworth
Leicestershire LE17 4HG

Telephone: 01455 204483
Fax: 01455 556529
email: norauk@freudenberg.com
web: www.nora.com (view the new nora® collection now)

enquiry 21 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect




editorial

letters

Ziggurats’ plight and Brunswick
rebirth show that money is king

It's hard to tell if this is a good week or a bad week for
mid-20th-century architecture. For London’s Brunswick
Centre, finally getting a much-needed makeover, this
isa good week. For Lasdun’s ziggurats at the University
of East Anglia (UEA), where frightening structural
problems have been found, itis not.

In the end, it all comes down to money. The Brunswick
Centre was never completed in the way originally
intended, and so has struggled as an unloved retail
space. But the apartments, originally intended as
council housing, have found a warm place in the heart
of certain sections of the architectural community.
Their uncompromisingly rugged nature, the ability
to live relatively high and their central position make
this an unsuitable place to visit for any practitioner
keen to escape their professional colleagues. Cleverly,
the developer has now brought in a supermarket that
recognises the prime location and is prepared to make
the investment to allow Brunswick to fulfil its potential.

At UEA, on the other hand, money is the enemy.
Lasdun’s stepped forms are wonderfully emblematic,
and heis an architect whose reputation has enjoyed
aresurgence - so the university did not dismiss his
somewhat dilapidated buildings out of hand. But once it
learned the extent of the structural problems, it found it
just could not afford the investment. Many architects and
historians visit the National Theatre. They walk past, or
even attend events at, the Royal College of Physicians. But
since UEA is not a university with an architecture school,
the profession has neither nostalgic memories of it nor a
keen current interest. A university must weigh up the cost
of repairagainst the fact that student accommodation of
the 1960s is unlikely ever to supply the degree of luxury
sought by today’s lucrative conference trade.

So the future for the ziggurats looks bleak. One hopes
the necessary funds will be found, but it is not clear where.
The lesson for any architect hoping to design for longevity
must be to go where the money is - and where it is likely
to be attracted in the future, This is appropriate in the
week when architects and developers are networking at

the altar of financial possibility in the south of France.
Ruth Slavid
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Still waiting for serious
debate on act abolition
It was disappointing that the
only response to my recent let-
ter (A] 24.2.05) should be from
one of Ian Salisbury’s apologists
and not from an independently
minded architect who supports
the complete abolition of the
Architects Act 1996 and the abo-
lition of the Protection of Title
and who is able to explain to
us why. Therefore, my challenge
for a serious debate on these
pages remains.

The selection of a subject or
correspondent to be included in
the A] must remain with its edi-
tors. That Mark Benzie used 80
per cent of the valuable space
allocated to his letter (AJ 3.3.05)
to cast aspersions on my identity,
while trolling through the ARB
register and the electoral roll, is
systematic of the beleaguered
and marginalised position
Salisbury and his followers find
themselves in. The fantasy of
demonising the ARB as ‘occu-
piers’ of the profession while
presenting yourself with all the
paranoia of a guerrilla resistance
movement from within (see
tactics above) would be laugh-
able, were it not potentially so
damaging for the profession.

It is ironic that Benzie, despite
his protestations, makes a bee-line
to the ARB register to confirm the
identity of an ‘assumed’ architect.
Useful, wasn't it? Benzie, however,
makes the mistake of assuming
only registered or chartered archi-
tects read the AJ or, indeed, are
interested in the future of the
architectural profession.

David Rothmire, St Albans, Herts

Losing English Heritage
back-up is short-sighted
Ruth Slavid is right to draw
attention to the alarming loss of
expertise that will follow Eng-
lish Heritage’s (EH) reluctant
decision to cut its architectural
team (A] 3.3.05). Bear in mind
that this comes at precisely the

moment the government is
imposinga heavy extraworkload
on EH, in particular the reform
of the listed building system as a
result of the Heritage Protection
Review. These proposed reforms
have been widely welcomed,
but they will only work if the
government is prepared to back
them with extra money. One
of the commonest criticisms —
shared by the government itself
— is that those administering
the system, particularly at
local level, often lack adequate
training and expertise.

Moves are being made to
improve this, yet at the same
time the specialist back-up that
EH provides is being sliced
away. What could be more
short-sighted? Owners, profes-
sionals, regulators and, above
all, the buildings themselves
will suffer.

Philip Venning, secretary, the
Society for the Protection of
Ancient Buildings, London E1

Woodrow sets the
record straight
I refer to your lead news items
headed ‘Camden planning chair
in King’s Cross hot water’ (A]
17.2.05) and ‘Fresh row hits
Camden chairman’ (A] 24.2.05).
I am dismayed by what
appears to be consistent hos-
tility towards myself in the AJ,
and I am astonished that articles
of this nature can appear with-
out even approaching me for
my comments or checking
our easily accessible website
records. I believe this to be
unprofessional and in breach of
journalistic codes of practice,
especially as the articles were full
of inaccuracies. I will make the
following points:
® I am neither ‘barred’ (A]
17.2.05) nor ‘expected to be
barred from meetings’ (A] 24
February) about the King’s Cross
applications. It is the opinion of
the borough solicitor that I may
be seen not to be impartial on this
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subject, but this is an opinion that
I firmly reject. My solicitor has
made that clear and my public
statement on this subject would
have been given to the AJ had I
been contacted. The matter has
now been referred by the borough
solicitor to the Standards Board
for England, who may or may not
investigate her allegations.

® The Coram Family issue
(AJ 24.2.05) is not a ‘fresh row’.
The decision to reject their appli-
cation was made on 20 January
— a month before your publica-
tion. The reasons for rejection
of the application were based
on the proposal’s excessive size,
scale, height, bulk, design and
location within the Bloomsbury
conservation area.

The reasons were clearly spelt
out in the decision letter and
would have been made available
to the AJ had it asked for them.
The committee report also
makes it clear that the planning
brief ‘had never been formally
adopted and could not be a con-
sideration of great weight’ — in
contradiction to the assertions
you printed.
® In spite of the headline,
the only people quoted in the
article attacking me are two
representatives of the applicant,
the Coram Family. They, unlike
your reporter, attended the two
meetings that carefully consid-
ered the applications and heard
members debating the applica-
tion at length and expressing
their unanimous support for the
Coram organisation as an excel-
lent provider of education and
childcare facilities for disadvan-
taged children.

They also heard Camden’s
deputy leader, Sue Vincent, say
that it was ‘regrettable that the
applicant, officers and local
amenity groups and objectors
had not been able to negotiate
an acceptable scheme’.

Brian Woodrow, chair,
development control
committee, Camden council
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Batty about ‘real’ drawings

What a charming drawing welcomed me upon opening
your publication (AJ 24.2.05). A delightful sketch by The Nash
Partnership’s Roger Barnes provided the best possible antidote
to the swathe of ‘photo-real’ joyless CAD illustrations seen
everyday in our mags. Lucky bats!

Gerry Sanderson, Petty France, Badminton

NW Elewdton

Hadid in no way involved
in any Iragi museums
With reference to your arti-
cle (AJ 17.2.05) on myself, for
the record, I have not been
approached officially to build a
museum in Iraq.

In addition, I would like to
correct a misreading in the arti-
cle. The reporter seems to be
confused throughout, referring
to the Islamic Museum — which
has not been built — then the
National Museum, which is
already in existence. I have not
been approached to design
either building. I feel that your
readers would benefit from this
clarification.

ZahaHadid, London EC1

Scottish ‘masterpiece’
is no longer there
Regarding the news item on
the Basil Spence Archive (A]
24.2.05), while I welcome this
resource as a valuable record of
his contribution to post-war
British architecture, I would like
to point out, just in case any fans
of Scottish Modern architecture
are thinking of travelling north
to see this landmark work, that

the ‘masterpiece’ referred to
in the article, Queen Elizabeth
Square, was demolished several
years ago and the area is current-
ly being redeveloped as part of
Piers Gough’s masterplan for
the redevelopment of Glasgow’s
Gorbals area.

Andrew Leitch, monitoring
officer, Scottish Arts Council

Hated past may still

be our beloved future

It is interesting to compare the
difference in approach between
1672 and 2005. In yourarticle on
St Mary Aldermary (A] 24.2.05),
you point out how Christo-
pher Wren chose to reconstruct
in Gothic to blend in with the
surviving parts. CF Moller
clearly sees the rundbogenstil of
the Natural History Museum as
an embarrassment that regret-
tably cannot be knocked down,
but at least the practice can
ensure its extension does its
damnedest to disassociate itself
from its predecessor.

Perhaps architects of today
wouldn’t be so cavalier if they
only remembered that history
tends to be cyclic, and that the

detested styles of the past may
also be the styles of the future.
Perhaps they will build a full-
blooded Gothic wing on to the
Hammersmith Ark, ruin the
setting of the ‘gherkin’ by sur-
rounding it with Baroque offices,
or think they are being conscien-
tious when they save the facade
of Lloyd’s of London, while rip-
ping out its guts and building in
a suite of Adam-esque interiors.

Martin Choules, viaemail

Cross-platform, not
cross correspondent

I'm sure that readers will not
want to see some epic develop-
ing between Sutherland Lyall
and myself, but since he is using
his column to continue crowing
(AJ 3.3.05), | think one further
response from myself is fair.

I have no problem in you
criticising Apple — we certainly
do with great regularity. We
are not devotees, and our office
uses PCs as well as Macs in rec-
ognition of the fact that PCs do
some things better. My kids are
the same at home; they prefer
Macs, but they switch effort-
lessly to our PC depending on
what they’re up to. Both at home
and office we don’t mess around
with Virtual PC running on a
Mac, because we know that the
PC is a much better solution.

[ was complaining about the
dripfeed of rather childish digs
that your column kept subjecting
us to, and your latest contribu-
tion illustrates this. I don’t want
to turn your column into some
bland and ultra-correct series of
well-balanced views, but you need
to get a grip on this hang-up.
lan Sutherland McCook,

Halston Fleming Properties

Please address letters to the editor
at The ArchitectsJournal, 151
Rosebery Avenue, London ECTR
4GB, fax 020 7505 6701, oremail
angela.newton@emap.comto
arrive by 10am on the Monday
before publication.
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simon allford

iNn practice

It’s hard to turn a deaf ear to
the sounds of life in the city

If you accept my recent proposition about
‘aural architecture’, and imagine buildings
that can be heard but not seen, you can
quickly comprehend the impact this

shift would have on design. Responding

to a different sense would create a new
architecture. Fashions for forms would
become nonsensical as the ear replaced the
eye inthe assessment of the pleasures and
disappointments of architecture. Think of the
tricks that film directors play. | am thinking
particularly of Jacques Tati’s world, where
architecture is the strange juxtaposition

of sound and action, conveying the daily
struggle as people interface with places.

Tati's film Playtime celebrated the delights
and irritations of the ‘sound’ of architecture.
Clearly a building should be described as
much for the satisfying click of a closing door
as for the shape and finish of its ironmongery.
Allcities have different sounds, depending
on their orchestra of transport: trains, planes,
cars, motorbikes, Vespas, tuk-tuks and the
passing bass of the occasional mobile sound
system. Through TV we are now familiar
with the sirens of the world's emergency
services. It was disconcerting to be comforted
inNew York by a wailing police car - for me
that wail is the sound of my childhood and
Saturday nights watching Kojak. Car noise is
not, | contend, the problem; the real issue is
the pumped-up volume of horns and sirens,
encouraging abuse and rage.

The other nightmare of aural architecture
comes from the escalating use of the recorded
voice that, until a few years ago, was unique
tothe phone. Now, just as Tatiwarned us in
Playtime, the disturbingly steady tonality and
dumb bleating is ubiquitous. There is a book
to be written on the aural bombardment that
is now part of our daily experience. Precedent
comes in the form of the once-fashionable
novel Perfume, which highlighted the

peculiarities of a world perceived through the
olfactory sense. This came to mind following
an evening of listening to the strangely
familiar sounds of M Hulot’s Holiday: the
swinging door, the car horn and the voice,
always just off-screen. Tati, a mime artist,
was of course fascinated by sound. In one
scene he pokes fun at the appalling noise
(and, if you can hear it, information) offered
by the railway announcer, whichis sending
holidaymakers scurrying from one wrong
platform to another.

The following day, nearly half a century
on, | was reminded of this as | experienced
the aural assault that is transport. | became
oblivious to the pleasures of the excellent
architecture (including trains) of the Jubilee
Line as recorded voice after recorded voice
advised me that a train was approaching, that
we were approaching, that doors were closing
(we knew by the incessant bleep) and, yes, we
had minded the gap. But it reached the high,
or low, point at London Bridge. Whoever
now runs the stations embarked upon some
bland apology for delay, with regret atany
inconvenience caused, but requesting that
we stand back as the late train is now arriving.
All as usual, except that the identical recorded
message being conveyed on the two adjacent
platforms was two seconds out of synch and
one voice was male, the other female.

This was an assault on the ear of such comic
genius that | could only smile and jump on the
train with the battery of mobile callers. As so
often, there was a suited lunatic whose senses
were so affronted he lambasted one quietand
considerate mobile-phone user. Fortunately
the comic moment before ensured that
the raging lunatic, for once, was not me;
unfortunately, and somewhat ironically, | was
the one in receipt of abuse for aural assault by
conversation on Nokia. Clearly there really is
much for us allto talk about.

‘Car noise is not, | contend, the problem; the

real issue is the pumped-up volume of horns

and sirens, encouraging abuse and rage’
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Richard Murphy Architects

was photographed by Tim

)

Soarat 12.46pmon 18 May

2004 in Edinburgh
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Richard Murphy writes: ‘This is the main space of our office, which is a recent conversion of a mission
hallin the Edinburgh Old Town. There is a mezzanine level top right and this is the view from the
kitchen. Everyone is just working away. | sitin the corner - there are no separate rooms.’ The photo
shows, left to right: David McPeak, James Cockburn, Richard Murphy, Ben Wilson, Peter Quinger,
Craig Amy, David Morris and Riaan Louw.
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martin pawley

How the dream of total urbanism
Is certain to come crashing down

Thereis a pattern to all totalitarianism, whether
ofthe Left or the Right, and you can recognise
itimmediately. It starts when the same goal is
endorsed by everyone. To be topical, let’s say it's
something called ‘total urbanism’. ‘What about total
overcrowding?’ you object. 'Nonsense,’ you are told,
‘for that we'll double all densities and forthwith!’
Short shrift at the hands of these zealots, then, and
the planners are even quicker off the mark,, opening
the floodgates on every infill site in town.

Suddenly, opera houses, art
galleries, hotels and museums
become fabulously important.

The words ‘culture’, ‘vibrant’,
‘regeneration’, and ‘sustainability’
will ricochet around the academies
like bullets in a shootout, and
pretty soon every project will be
deemed worthy of a prize.

Stage two in the development

‘No matter how
much money is
thrown away in
pursuit of the

differentkind. From now on it's no more Mr Nice Guy.
If mankind’s great urban dream doesn’t net them
another £3 billion, well then... well... there won't

be any urban revolution after all, only unspeakable
suburbanisation everywhere.

This, of course, is correct, because what is trying
to happen in the city today is a counter-revolution,
not a revolution. If it were otherwise we should not
see flats and houses priced far above what salaried
workers can afford, nor find standing room only on
unreliable commuter trains that
take more than an hourtogetto
their destinations.

Suchindicators do have an
effect, itis true, but itis not
toincrease the appeal of the
sidewalk cafés, remorselessly
increasing traffic and copious
pedestrian areas. Instead, these
and other pressures join the

of totalitarianism occurs when mythologlcal great push for decentralisation
the ‘proof’ kicks in. That's when it that began with Victorian public
turns out that ‘urban researchers’ 1 health measures, enlisted the
have discovered that free people metr‘op0| 15 aid of the railway boom, gained

in ademocratic society always
gravitate towards urban life.
From Ur of the Chaldees to
Milton Keynes, rural man has
always yearned for a life below
decks packed like a sardine
into a terrifying municipality as

of the future,
it can never
overcome the

irresistible strength from the fear
of bombing in two world wars,
and attained its greatest success
in the decades of planning for
dispersed development that
followed them.

No matter how much money

no:}oriou:‘astheTitanic. evolution Of isth;‘m:vn aw.layin pursmljit o:t:e
p to this point, opposition to mythological metropolis of the
the pro-ci ! i

pro-city bandwagon has been teC h no l Ogy future, it can never overcome

encouraged - for target practice,
naturally - but also to help the
urban crusaders get yet more money for yet another
bureaucratic layer, yet more consultants and advisers
to ensure that everything is, of course, ‘of good
quality’ or, at worst, ‘of world class’.

Fornow, a lack of money is becoming a burden.
Despite the apparently unstoppable tide of world
urbanisation found by earlier researchers, time is
beginning to take its toll. (‘What? Five years already
and nothing done?!)

The gang of urban promoters gets together again
and decides the city needs encouragement of a
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the centrifugal force of the
evolution of technology, nor the
will of individuals to live where they wish and at a
reasonable distance from one another.

Examples from many fields prove this. The animal
sciences show us that, in our version of intra-species
aggression, territorial dispersal is the only way to
avoid conflict. In the same way, the information-
technology revolution of the 20th century legitimises
the resultant dispersal by rendering most face-to-face
encounters unnecessary.

These truly are powerful forces whose resultant
changes will not be easily reversed.

Stephanie Macdonald
6a Architects

Where and when were you born?
Lewisham, 1966.

What s your favourite building
and why?

Alvaro Siza's Evora housing
projectis generous to its residents,
individually and collectively,

with a wonderful response to

the landscape.

Whatis your favourite
restaurant/meal?

With friends.

What vehicle(s) do you own?
None at present. Over the years |
have shed my car and my scooter,
and someone else relieved me of
my bike.

Whatis your favourite film?

All Wong Kar-Wai films.

Wong Kar-Wai's In the Mood for Love

Whatis your favourite book?
Hard-Boiled Wonderland by
Haruki Murakami.

Whatis your favourite

‘design classic’?

The Duralex glass (250ml).
What s the worst building
you've ever seen and why?
Any buildings with mean
windows.

Who or whatis your biggest
architectural influence and why?
Richard Wentworth completely
changed my understanding of
architecture.

Whois the most talented
architect you've worked with?
Mark Pimlott.

Ifyou hadn’tbeen an architect,
whatwould you have been?
Abankclerk.

What would your advice be to
architectural students?
Don'tdo things for your CV,

do them for yourself.

What would your motto be?
‘Ifin doubt, buy the shoes'.
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Fashioned from
imagination

The individualist’s choice

A building can reflect imagination, inspiration and complete
individuality, whatever the aesthetic or practical requirements
of a project.

Hanson Building Products provides the architect and building
designer with the scope for truly innovative solutions.

For further information contact

Plannja building systems

Hanson Building Products
Marketing Department
Stewartby

Bedford MK43 9LZ

Tel: 08706 097092
Fax: 01234 762040
Email: info@hansonbp.com
Web: www.hanson.biz

Solutions in steel and aluminium

building products building confidence

The number one choice
for building systems,
backed by technical
expertise from Europe’s
leading manufacturer.
Whatever the aesthetic
requirements - internal or
external - Plannja can
provide a solution to meet

your design challenge.

t 01628 637313 Plannja ﬁﬁ

f 01628 674940 IT WORKS

enquire@plannja.co.uk www.plannja.co.uk

enquiry 22 on card enquiry 25 on card
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OME OFFIGE
COMFORTS

Addressing the urban environment
and working closely with an artist were
key to Terry Farrell’s development

for the Home Office

By Kenneth Powell. Photographs by Richard Bryant/Arcaid

More than a decade ago, Terry Farrell
transformed what could have been a mun-
dane commercial office building — the
site had been that of the notorious ‘Green
Giant’ of the 1980s — into one of London’s
most prominent (and controversial) Post-
Modernist landmarks: the M16 headquarters
at Vauxhall Cross.

The project was commercially driven.
Developer Regalian pre-sold the building to
HM Government and it was extensively (and
expensively) customised to meet the require-
ments of the spooks. Farrell’s involvement
with the site went back a number of years
—in 1987 he was the winner of a competition
for a major residential development there.

The saga of the Home Office site across the
river in Marsham Street has a number of obvi-
ous parallels with that of Vauxhall Cross. The
75,000m’ office development, Farrell’s largest
completed project to date in London, has its
roots in a Farrell masterplan commissioned
by British Land in 1991 when the government
of the day was considering selling off the
site of the purpose-built 1960s Department
of the Environment (DoE) headquarters for
mixed-use commercial development. Many of
theingredients of the 1991 plan remain funda-
mental to what has recently been completed at
Marsham Street. The new Home Office was
built by a developer and is seen as a flagship of
the Private Finance Initiative (PFI) procure-
ment route favoured by New Labour.

The hinterland between the royal and
governmental heart of Westminster and the
Thames has a less than glamorous history.
For most of the 19th century the riverside
was dominated by the vast and grim Millbank
Penitentiary ( Tate Britain and the LCC’s Mill-
bank Estate occupy the site), while Marsham
Street remained a slum area into the inter-
war period, with a gasworks belonging to the

Gas Light and Coke Company on the present
Home Office site.

In the mid-1930s plans for a new company
headquarters there, a monumental Classical
composition by Robert Atkinson, were pub-
lished but subsequently abandoned. After
the war, Atkinson revised the scheme with
a view to its construction as government
offices, but work proceeded no further than
the foundations. Though Atkinson died in
1952, his practice acted as consultant for the
massive complex built between 1963 and 1971
to designs by Eric Bedford of the Ministry of
Works, which saw three 20-storey slabs (the
‘three ugly sisters’) extending from Horse-
ferry Road to Great Peter Street and forming
a banal backdrop to the towers of Westmin-
ster in views from the river —'The very image
of faceless bureaucracy, declared The Build-
ings of England. Designed to accommodate
three separate ministries, the buildings never
worked well for one super-ministry.

Plans for demolishing the generally reviled
Bedford slabs emerged in the early 1990s, with
environment secretary Michael Heseltine
resolving to vacate the site. Successive envi-
ronment secretaries came to see the removal
of the ‘eyesore’ scheme as a mission to be
accomplished. ‘This is a building that deeply
depresses the spirit, said Chris Patten.

An Arup study of 1991 had concluded that
a replacement scheme only eight storeys high
could accommodate up to 50 per cent more
people on the site. In developing the scheme
for the DoE, Farrell stated that his objec-
tives were ‘to conserve the city fabric, provide
a sustainable community and to conserve
energy. Developed to a height in line with that
of adjacent streets and with a mix of uses, the
scheme would break down the impermeable
mass of the '60s development into a series of
individual units, with public routes created
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Opposite: at the

local scale within

the buildingisa
routine layering

of officesaround a
straightforward atrium.
Spaces are shallow
enough for reasonable
daylight penetration
and upper floors have
excellent views

across the site. It was during this period that
the Home Office emerged as a potential ten-
ant of new offices there — the DoE moved out
to Eland House, Victoria, during 1995, leaving
its former headquarters empty. For a time, the
Home Office considered a major refurbish-
ment of its Queen Anne’s Gate building.

By 1996, the future of the Marsham Street
site was still unclear. Then environment sec-
retary John Gummer, who had retained as
his adviser the young Classical architect Liam
O’Connor, launched an ideas competition
for the site. Extraordinarily, the winner was
Bologna-based Gabriele Tagliaventi, with
two other Classical schemes sharing second
place (an offbeat entry by Fat, including
a golf course and artificial mountain, was
unplaced), but when Blair’s government came
to power, the Tagliaventi masterplan was
quietly binned.

During 1998-99 the idea of refurbishing
the existing Home Office building was aban-
doned and three PFI consortia were invited
to bid for a new-build development on the
Marsham Street site. In the run-off in 2001,
Farrell, working for a consortium led by
Godfrey Bradman but with the French
Bouygues Group as lead partner, saw off
MacCormac Jamieson Prichard. The ’60s
slabs came down in 2002-03 and construction
of the new Home Office, housing approxi-
mately 3,000 staff, took just 20 months — a
remarkable achievement in itself on the part
of Bouygues. The total investment in the 25-
year PFI project is stated to be £311 million.

As Farrell has made clear, the driving force
behind the Home Office scheme has always
been as much urbanistic as strictly architec-
tural. “The site should be treated as an urban
quarter, with all the diversity of uses, mixture
of architectural treatment and range of build-
ing sizes that characterise the best parts of
central London, he declared.

The mixture of uses envisaged by Farrell in
1991 has been realised in the completed devel-
opment, with new residential blocks (not to
Farrell’s design) along the western edge of the
site on Monck Street. But a mix of uses and
free public access do not fit easily with the
concern for security and control over acces-
sibility and openness, and while Westminster
planners were keen to include shop units at
street level, the Home Office ruled this out.
The east/west pedestrian routes between the
buildings are enclosed by intimidating gates

32 |the architects' journal

and do not look inviting — another aspect
beyond the control of the architects.

It is equally pointless to complain that the
Home Office looks like any prestige com-
mercial headquarters — in many respects, this
was part of the brief. In the six buildings it
previously occupied, an extended warren of
corridors and small rooms meant the organi-
sation felt out of touch with contemporary
workplace practice, and it craved the sense of
community and connectivity that has driven
recent commercial developments.

Thesolutionisthreeblockslinked by bridg-
es at four levels, allowing 200m-long ‘streets,
which run the length of the site and are popu-
lar with staff. Strong colour and the provision
of meeting-room pods and break-out spaces
offer a vision of work far removed from the
enclosed grey office world of the 1960s.
Each block focuses on a full-height central
atrium incorporating free-standing lift tow-
ers. The atrium in the centre block, which
houses the main reception area, is an impres-
sive space, defined by unfussy architecture.

Office areas are generously day-lit, with 95
per cent of users, it is claimed, within 6m of a
window. Towards the top of the building, the
views are spectacular.

The buildings are entirely air-conditioned;
both the procurement method and the stress
on security ruled out any experimentation
with low-energy ventilation strategies, though
fixed metal louvres are used to control solar
gain. The ‘sustainable’ claims of the scheme
seem quite limited.

As Farrell's project director Darren
Cartlidge concedes, however, much of what
gives the development a distinctive qual-
ity was injected into the project quite late in
the day. Critical comments from the media
and from CABE were taken on board by the
government, so that around £1 million was
allotted for a public art project, on which art-
ist Liam Gillick worked with the architects.

It is the generous use of colour, indeed,
that gives the complex much of its external
interest. Most prominently, the lightweight
canopy, filled with panels of coloured glass,
along the Marsham Street elevation of the
central building, provides new visual interest
in a dull street. In the absence of street-level
shops and cafés, the use of coloured glass fins,
set in framed vitrines, does relieve the inevi-
table monotony of an office space and offers
adegree of privacy for those inside. A number

of artworks are placed within the buildings or
in the public spaces around them and more
are soon to be installed.

The large letters set in the glazing of the
upper floors, using ceramic frits, form an
enigmatic feature of the project. An ‘art
screen’ marks the point of entry, while high-
quality paving extends the public domain on
Marsham Street.

All of this adds interest to the scheme
and underlines the fact that, in contrast to
so many of the other premises in SW1 occu-
pied by government departments, this is not
simply another office building. The Depart-
ment for Transport, for example, is saddled
with an ungainly Post-Modernist block by
T P Bennett, just across Horseferry Road.

Farrell’s heartfelt campaign to make
London a better place has been reflected in
crusading projects extending over many years,
from the Comyn Ching Triangle in Covent
Garden to his highly credible proposals for
the Euston Road. He is also a pragmatic prac-
titioner heading up alarge practice dependent
on commercial commissions. Combining the
two roles is not always easy: Farrell is likely
to be judged more severely than, say, Rab
Bennetts, Allies and Morrison or Sheppard
Robson, all big and respected players on the
London office scene. Mention of these firms
raises the issue of distinctiveness. Whether the
eventual tenant is a government department
or a big bank, a new London office building
is likely to be recognisably part of a family.

In the days of Vauxhall Cross and
Embankment Place, Farrell was something
of a maverick. He has insisted that he sees
no virtue in consistency and has, in effect,
imposed a new, and less distinctive, stylistic
stamp on his practice’s work. Vauxhall Cross
is sensational, whether you like it or loathe it.
The Home Office is unlikely to arouse strong
feelings in either direction. It is a thorough-
ly decent scheme, the essence of which has
survived the compromises imposed on it to
improve the environment of a rather unin-
spiring quarter of London and certainly to
create greatly enhanced working conditions
for 3,000 civil servants.

And there are elements of delight - the
afternoon sun dappling the frontages on Mar-
sham Street with bright colour, for instance.
Beyond this, in the era of PFI, value-engineer-
ing and the quest for the cost-effective, who
could ask for more?
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STRUCTURE

Innovative, hybrid, reinforced-concrete
superstructure frames were tailored specifically
for this project and developed, from
conception, by close cooperation between

the structural engineer, Pell Frischmann, and
Bouygues' technical/construction teams. The
hybrid frames comprise a high proportion of
precast concrete, stitched together with in-

situ concrete columns, walls and slab topping.
This form allowed rapid construction to a high
quality and with a high level of accuracy. The
precast units were delivered using ‘just in time’
techniques and only on rare occasions were the
tower cranes unable to continue installation.

This hybrid form of construction allowed
floorplates of 4,200m? to be constructed in an
11-working-day cycle, which is extremely fast.
This speed of construction enabled Bouygues
to complete the concrete works within
programme and within budget.

Pell Frischmann's substructure design re-uses
the existing basement rafts and the retaining
walls that remained following the demolition of
the three old tower blocks. The design solution
was environmentally beneficial and allowed
significant economies to be made in terms of
both construction time and cost. The mixture
of demolition combined with construction
of new foundations on top of the existing
foundations has, however, posed a challenge for
the geotechnical engineering team, which has
carried out detailed analyses of the foundation
movements to predict likely differential ground

] \ “
movements and ensure that the new structure ‘ '

MBI

can accommodate these movements.

New works began on site in December 2002
and the structural frames were completed
by the end of March 2004, a total period of
16 months. Construction was phased around
the demolition of massive existing wartime
concrete structures on the site, which took
longer than expected. Demolition was not
completed until September 2003, which
indicates the speed at which construction of
the frame was progressed and completed.

Innovative use of prefabricated steel
shuttering by Bouygues on site allowed precast
beam units to be supported on shuttering
while allowing in-situ cast concrete to be
poured to form columns and beam stitches.
This helped to speed up cycle times.

The use of steel shuttering to all in-situ
and precast concrete works has provided an
excellent quality of concrete finish, which only
requires a skim coat of plaster followed by a final

coat of paint to complete the finishing works.
The concrete material provides adequate fire ' I

F .
| ———
."'

resistance and therefore there is no requirement
toinstall any dry walling or partitioning, leading
to significant savings in both cost and time.

The projectillustrates European cooperation,
with precast-concrete procurement open
to tender with European suppliers. Precast-
concrete floor planks were supplied from
Belgium and precast-concrete beams from
France. The suppliers were able to provide a high
level of quality control in concrete production
and the finish was to a very high standard.

Roger Hewitt, technical director, Pell Frischmann
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FARRELLAT MARSHAM STREET
Itis not often that an architect writesto a
journalist to thank them for a piece that they
have written. Even less frequently does it
happen when the journalist’s article was largely
critical. But this is what Terry Farrell did after
Rowan Moore wrote a piece in the Evening
Standard on 28 November 2000 about his
practice's designs for the Home Office building
at Marsham Street in London’s Westminster.

‘Itis decent, responsible and careful,’ Moore
wrote, ‘but in its patent anxiety not to emulate
the infamous three slabs, this restrained design
goes too far. The official perspective view
seems to be auditioning for a partin one of
Martin Parr’s books of Boring Postcards.' And
Farrell’s response? I thought he was right,’
he said. The project had a long and tortured
history and as aresult | didn't quite believe it
was going to come off.’ After reading Moore's
article, Farrell realised that something had to
be done about the building, and eventually
came up with the strategy that resulted in his
collaboration with Gillick.

But how did Farrell get to this state in the
first place? As a result of the tangled history
of the project, he went through years of
uncertainty before his consortium was selected
in preference to the Stanhope alternative with
MacCormac Jamieson Prichard. ‘We were told
that our scheme was much more efficient,’ said
Farrell, ‘'with a better gross-to-net ratio.'

Having pared everything down to the
bone, and not quite believing that the project
would go ahead, he was not really surprised to
read Moore’s criticism that the project lacked

excitement. ‘It was a pretty basic scheme,’ he said.

Farrell went back to Bouygues to say that he
felt that it should spend more on the project,
but was told that if this happened then the
underbidder would be entitled to re-tender.
Thinking around the problem, and after
consultation with CABE, he came up with the
idea of applying to the Department for Culture,
Median and Sport (DCMS) to increase the
amount of money in the budget available for art.
He had identified certain areas of the building
where he felt that an artist could have an impact,
such as the canopy, balustrade and spandrel
panels, and where the artist’s work would be
replacing existing elements, so reducing the
additional cost.

Working together, Farrell and the DCMS
appointed Gillick, who Farrell sees as a
particularly fortunate choice. 'He said that
philosophically he believed in working with
everyday things - in how you shifted the
potential of the ordinary.’ This was exactly what
Farrell wanted - somebody whose work would
be entirely integrated in the building.

There were still hurdles to overcome, not
least the fact that the money did not go very
far since, under the PFl process, each of Gillick’s
interventions had to be costed against its entire
lifespan, including maintenance costs. But he is
confident that the end result was worth all the
pain of the gestation, which is why he wrote a
letter of gratitude to Moore. ‘| wrote to him and
said: “You gave me the ammunition”.
Ruth Slavid

Data based on final account, for gross external area

SITEPREPARATION

DEMOLITIONS £218/m*
SUBSTRUCTURE
FOUNDATIONS £110/m?

The existing basement raft, rotunda bases and
retaining walls were retained from the demolished
building and re-used. The new building frames
are supported on pad foundations cast directly on
top of the existing rafts. A new basement slab was
constructed over the pad foundations

SUPERSTRUCTURE

FRAME £73/m?
Hybrid construction with in-situ concrete columns
and core walls supporting precast concrete beams on
7.5m grids

FLOORS £105/m?
Pre-cambered, precast hollowcore concrete planks
with composite 50mm in-situ concrete topping

ROOF £55/m’
Building roofs: pre-cambered, precast hollowcore
concrete planks with composite 50mm in-situ
concrete topping; roof build-up - waterproofing,
insulation and topping of gravel/concrete pavers.
Atrium roof: glazed aluminium roof cladding

STAIRCASES, BALUSTRADES £12/m?
Core stairs: precast-concrete stairs and in-situ
concrete landings, painted mild steel handrails

and balustrades. Feature stair: bespoke metal stair,
timber screen wall, stainless-steel and timber glazed
balustrades and handrails

CLADDING £136/m’
Main elevations: glazed aluminium cladding units;
limestone-clad substructure; ceramic fritted glazing
units; coloured glass canopy; coloured glass vitrines.
Rear elevations: precast-concrete beams; render finish;
double-glazed aluminium windows. Atrium cladding:
glazed aluminium cladding units; timber bulkhead
panels; coloured glass lift screens; stainless-steel and
timber glazed atrium balustrades. Balustrades: glazed
balustrades including ceramic frit design

EXTERNAL DOORS £3/m?
Painted mild steel doors. Ironmongery

INTERNAL WALLS AND PARTITIONS £112/m?
Low-density blockwork with paint and render finish.
Metal stud plasterboard partitions. Proprietary office
partition systems

INTERNAL DOORS £12/m?
Wood-veneered doors. Painted mild steel doors.
Glazed full-height frameless doors. Ironmongery

INTERNAL FINISHES

WALL FINISHES £22/m?
Painted plasterboard. Stretched fabric wall covering.
Digital wallpaper. Acoustic screens. Timber screens.
Painted MDF skirting and architraves throughout office
and lobbies. Vinyl architraves in secondary areas

FLOOR FINISHES £78/m?
Entrances and atria: flamed-finish limestone paving.
Office areas: carpet tile throughout; vinyl in vending
and mail/copy areas. Street: carpet tile (assorted
colours); rubber studded tiles in vending and mail/
copy areas (assorted colours); timber floor tiles in lift
lobbies and adjacent to block B atrium. Secondary
areas/cores: vinyl flooring; ceramic tiles to WCs and
shower areas

CEILING FINISHES £50/m?
Mineral fibre lay-in tile system to basement facilities.
Perforated metal lay-in ceiling tiles throughout office.
Plasterboard perimeter at cladding and atrium edges.
Perforated plasterboard to street. Acoustic ceilings to
media suite, atrium cafés and restaurants
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FITTINGS AND FURNISHINGS

FURNITURE £256/m?
Office: standard spec office furniture. Street: bespoke
painted MDF vending and mail/copy areas; bespoke,
high-spec furniture (assorted); works of art (by
architects)

SERVICES

SANITARY APPLIANCES £7/m*
SERVICES EQUIPMENT £19/m?
DISPOSAL INSTALLATIONS £10/m?
WATERINSTALLATIONS £5/m*
HEAT PRODUCTION £3/m?
SPACEHEATING/AIR TREATMENT £159/m?
VENTILATION SYSTEMS 29/m?
ELECTRICALINSTALLATIONS £1517/m?
LIFTINSTALLATIONS £55/m?
PROTECTIVEINSTALLATIONS £24/m?
COMMUNICATION INSTALLATIONS £107/m?
SPECIALINSTALLATIONS £40/m?
BUILDERS WORK IN CONNECTION £10/m?

EXTERNAL WORKS

LANDSCAPING £59/m*
Flamed-finish limestone paving, planter-cladding and
copings. Soft landscaping. Water feature. Irrigation.
Two 22m flagpoles. Stainless-steel external gates.
Stainless-steel glazed balustrades. Painted galvanised
steel handrails and balustrades. Includes external
lighting

PRELIMINARIES AND INSURANCE

PRELIMINARIES, OVERHEADS AND PROFIT  £548/m?

PUBLICART

Contribution to envelope integrated above. Overall
public-art contribution, including envelope, expected
to be around 2 per cent of total cost/m?

EXTERNAL

Liam Gillick - envelope, plus two mirror-finish
stainless-steel sets of sculptures

Roger Hiorns - steel and glass sculpture

Emma Kay - engraved works to south street paving
Georgie Hopton - mosaic and embossed bronze
installations to north street

Runa Islam - artist’s video work shown on two sets of
LEDs within water feature

Simon Periton - neon sculpture to underside of link
bridge

Gary Webb - mixed material free-standing sculpture

INTERNAL

Toby Paterson - mural on entrance lobby walls
Eva Rothschild - sculpture within central building
atrium

Jeremy Deller - exhibition of prisoners’ artwork

COSTSUMMARY

Costper Percentage

m?(£) of total
SITE PREPARATION 218 8.8
SUBSTRUCTURE 110 45
SUPERSTRUCTURE
Frame 73 30
Floors 105 43
Roof 55 22
Staircases, balustrades 12 05
Cladding 136 5.5
External doors 3 0.1
Internal walls and partitions 112 45
Internal doors 12 05
Group element total 509 20.6
INTERNAL FINISHES
Wall finishes 22 09
Floor finishes 78 32
Ceiling finishes 50 20
Group element total 149 6.0
FITTINGS AND FURNISHINGS 256 104
SERVICES
Sanitary appliances 7 03
Services equipment 19 08
Disposal installations 10 04
Water installations 5 0.2
Heat production 3 0.1
Space heating/air treatment 159 6.4
Ventilation systems 29 12
Electrical services 151 6.1
Liftinstallations 55 2.2
Protective installations 24 1.0
Communication installation 107 43
Special installations 40 16
Builders’ work in connection 10 04
Group element total 621 25.1
EXTERNAL WORKS 59 2.4
PRELIMINARIES AND INSURANCE 548 222
TOTAL 2,470 100

TENDERDATE

March 2002

STARTON SITE DATE

March 2002

CONTRACT DURATION

34 months

AREA

GEA 74,544m*

GIA71,830m*

FORM OF PROCUREMENT

PFI

PFICOST

£311 million (inc construction, life cycle

and maintenance)

END USER, PFI CLIENT

Home Office

PFIDEVELOPER

Annes Gate Property

PFICONTRACTORS

Bouygues UK

Ecovert (EFM)

MASTERPLANNER AND ARCHITECT

Terry Farrell & Partners: Terry Farrell, Anna Harding,
Aidan Potter, Brian Chantler, Catherine Murphy,
Charlotte Anderson, Chris Bell, Chris Wade, Christian
Hertzog, Craig Appleyard, Darren Cartlidge, David
Abdo, Emily Furness, Eric Schatz, Eugenia Wang,
Gregory Desjardins, Ingo Braun, Jason Eccles, Jason
Speechley-Dick, Jeremy Boole, Jo-anna Tancrel,

John Campbell, Kam Chung, Giles Martin, Karl James,
Kate Bond, Keith Barrell, Keith Macrae, Kirsten Jeske,
Leif Kerwin, Lizzie Leech, Lipika Chakrabarti, Maria
Hadjinicolaou, Mark Aronson, Mark Bebe, Mark Coles,
Mark Shirburne-Davies, Michela Ruffatti, Nick Birchall,
Nick Willars, Nigel Bidwell, Philippe Monjaret, Richard
Coutts, Richard Davis, Rob Lewis, Roger Simmons,
Sarah Lockwood, Siggi Nepp, Simon Baker, Simon
Wing, Stephania Salveti, Steve Smith, Toby Bridge,
Tony Davey, Tony O'Brien
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STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

Pell Frischmann

MECHANICAL ENGINEER

Battle McCarthy

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER

Flack & Kurtz

SPACE PLANNERS, INTERIORS
DEGW

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
Lovejoy

ACOUSTIC ENGINEER

Bickerdike Allen Partners
SECURITY ADVISER

DJ Goode

TRAFFIC ENGINEER

Halcrow Fox

HIGHWAYS ENGINEER

Hyder Consultants

ARTISTIC LIGHTING DESIGN
DHA Design Services

PLANNING CONSULTANT
Montagu Evans

FIRE CONSULTANT

Warrington Fire Research
PLANNING SUPERVISOR

Mace

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING DESIGN
MBLD

GOVERNMENT ART COLLECTION
Department for Culture, Media and Sport
ARTIST

Liam Gillick

PFILEAD MONITORING SURVEYOR
Turner & Townsend
PFIMONITORING SURVEYORS
Rolfe Judd; Brian Warwicker Partnership;
Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick; TTSP
PFITECHNICAL ADVISER

Mott McDonald

PFIINDEPENDENT CERTIFIER

EC Harris

SUBCONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS

Timber doors Ahmarra; metalwork Alier Engineering;
smoke vents Airvent Systems; kitchen Aspen; soft

floor finishes Axiom; concrete structure Bouygues

UK; plasterboards CCP; decorations and render

Chrome Engineering; demountable and fixed glazed
partitions Clestra Hauserman; plant roof screens Colt;

IT Communica; roof waterproofing Coverite; furniture
Dovetail Contract Furniture; lift installation Elevadores
Jarre; metal doors Fitzpatrick; softlandscaping Frost
Landscaping Construction; ironmongery Gatcliff;

roller racking system GB Storage Systems; street fit-out
Gillespie; ceilings Hatmet; plaster, screed, render Hughes
Finishes; water feature Invent Water Treatment; ground
stabilisation Keller Ground Engineering; plantroom
painting Keydec; raised floors Kingspan Access Floors;
furniture upholstery Kvadrat; hard landscaping LDC;
folding partitions London Wall Design; WC fit-out

MK Contractors; internal stone flooring Miller Druck;
signage Modulex Systems; flagpoles Plymol; glazed
doors Pollards; blockwork Pyramid; waterproofing Rock
Asphalte; circle locks Rush; office furniture Samas UK; car
park acoustic drylining SBS; fire stops Sharpfibre; M&E
services Shepherd Engineering; external balustrades
Simran Engineering Works; architectural metalwork
Southdown Construction; architectural glazing and
cladding Space Decks; staircase balustrades and for
external street Specialised Fabrications; security SSG;
curtain wall and link bridges Structal UK; stone cladding
Szerelmey; filing cabinets TBS (Triumph); joinery,
decoration Trabajos De Madera; permanent access
equipment Tractel; waterproofing Vanguard; piling
Westpile
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Lignacite Ltd
Norfolk House
High Street
Brandon

Suffolk IP27 OAX

t 01842 810678
info@.lignacite.co.uk
v www.lignacite.co.uk

The Phoenix Initiative, Coventry
architect
MacCormac Jamieson Prichard

Facing Masonry from Lignacite. An inspired choice of colour and texture.

enquiry 23 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

Lignacite masonry product
Polished Snowstorm with feature
coursing bands

Be inspired, call us today
on 01842 810678

LIGNACITE

CONCRETE MASONRY PRODUCTS




@wor'king details

A canopy with
coloured glass 6x45mfame of
8mm steel plate
panels and louvres welded into
box sections
The east facade of the six-storey
office building is a glazed curtain
wall screened from first to fifth
floor with horizontal extruded b P E
aluminium louvres, set between s o — ! . SRS

i ~
12mm laminated glass panel
(6mm clear heat-strengthened

full-height stone-clad panels.
The upper floor is sheltered

by a canopy which projects at glass/triple-coloured PV8 vertical laminated glass
the eaves. Itis made from 8mm IRy Ss/Senan et plast) louvre with coloured palyeioes Nawiei-couted
fabricated steel plate welded PYRinMig ™\ pressed aluminium
together into box sections. Coping snd lewe
These give sharper, crisper lines = castin-situ
than if hot-rolled box sections 12mm laminated glass - = concrete
had beenused. The box-section = ..~ panel with coloured ~ e S0P e
frames were fabricated in steel‘:))l’ate wed o
Nottingham, painted with fert box ‘“““‘T \ ‘
micaceous iron oxide and an ghand Eurtan wol In
acrylic urethane top coat and polyester powder-coated
transported to sitein 6 x 4.5m REETS NI Soine
sections where they were glazed T 1
and lifted into place, two bays ‘ o l_i_ =1
per day. ; 1L L = \

The canopy is designed to Q::Lm:::’;:;": B = [T = N
allow the building maintenance ui o
cradle to descend through the ! e BN raised access floor
vertical blades of the canopy to = - 1N — -
give access to the facade below.
Each vertical louvre has an
aluminium cap to the top edge n —p—— |l precast-concrete floor
of the glass to prevent the = 1 = z:::::::& usf
edge being damaged. The iy ‘ — topping
canopy is bolted with grouted o r—— ==
bolts through the concrete — ] = = B g
edge beam. f;'{:;':m” — fer——T =

The glass panels are formed of ~ aluminium louvres — ~—T—— —— =\
laminated glassand the colour <" — - —T — =
is produced with a mix of up to = ~ ~— ~
three coloured PVB interlayers, —~——] = —
which areinterchanged to : —C———
produce a variety of colours. =
The layout of the coloured glass —T & suspended ceiling
panels was designed by the —_— : Sy vah

. P . | integral lighting
artist Liam Gillick. U B R

The building is clad with S
Anstrude limestone panels, N
each individually hung on four T .
stainless steel brackets. The 3{,‘;:;‘,:,;’;“ b':;;
panels act as a rainscreen and 4
the curtain wall drains down the
back of the stone to minimise

staining and weathering. The
ground floor level is clad with
Carlow blue limestone, with
Galway grey limestone at

r - ‘/‘
pavement level. | CUT-AWAY PERSPECTIVE SKETCH OF FACAD:] /
Susan Dawson = e
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prefabricated canopy bolts grouted polyester powder-coated

frame bolted to in drilled holes pressed aluminium coping
edge beam '% on steel framework fixed
- L . . == 5 back to concrete structure
6 x 4.5m frame of canopy steel finished aluminium cap - N\ e £
8mm steel plate with micaceous iron | \ ZAL 7777 § 7
welded into | oxide and acrylic I A7/l
box sections UTHMM top coat WITLEIN TSV €

s

|

W A 1,000x 75mm cast

. in-situ concrete

i Y /. edge beam /'~ :
vertical laminated glass louvre 1

panel secured with angle (2 x 12mm heat-strengthened

clips to box-section frame, glass with triple-col d poly powder-coated

sloped to allow for drainage PVB interlayer) pressed aluminium fascia

on steel framework fixed
back to concrete structure

4“"7
] 310)| .

building maintenance

cra:le T\t:veslbetv::sen - glazed curtain wall in

O Y polyester powder-coated

1 aluminium frame
I— |
rainwater drains to |} |
back of stone panel
three extrusions clipped to minimise staining [
together to form [:] . .
500mm-deep louvre blade ’ precast-concrete floor
4 stone panel sill H planks with in-situ
suppot:tedk flashing concrete structural topping raised access floor
on ss brackets {
oL 2 ) 1 i1 . I
[ et iui T T hi
Y 0770 377,777 ST
Anstrude limestone 2 4 S <,
panel as rainscreen - . 7 457 /
sl K DA AP D AT LA T
Em rigid foil-faced {| ¥ S :
insulation A Kl
I AR 7757/ precast-concrete
b VA, s downstand beam
T ]
= _ .
blind recess ‘
suspended ceiling system

with integral lighting
— polyester powder-
coated extruded ‘

aluminium louvre i "
— glazed curtain wall in

polyester powder-coated
aluminium frame

i

| DETAIL SECTION THROUGH EAVES CANOPY AND LOUVRE PANELS |
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Chuck out the chintz

Will cleaning up the mean streets of Kensington result
In more eye contact, nicer people and safer roads?

BY AUSTIN WILLIAMS

Kensington has been refurbished.
Or de-furnished, to be more accurate.
In a combined experiment in traffic
engineering and urban design, the
Royal Borough of Kensington and
Chelsea has recently taken to remov-
ing much of the street furniture, road
markings, railings and signage in
order to reduce the amount of clut-
ter on the street. As the local authority
website states, ‘the guiding principle
for the enhancement scheme has been
based on the “less is more” philosophy
of the Royal Borough's streetscape
principles’. But more than that, it has
been based on the ‘innovative solu-
tions’ of Ben
Hamilton-Baillie Associates,an urban
design consultant.

For campaigners like English
Heritage’s Bill Bryson, who want

to lighten the visual overload of

Britain’s signage-heavy roadsides,
getting rid of road signs is a simple
way of keeping Britain tidy. Ham-
ilton-Baillie, on the other hand,
has a higher ideal, and getting rid
of signage is just the start. Certain
road-control measures such as traf-
fic lights, box junctions and even
white lines, ought to be reduced and
in many cases removed, he suggests,
in order to reduce speed and prevent
accidents. The theory is that motor-
ists will behave sensibly and slow
down to an appropriate speed to
negotiate the traffic flowing in other
directions. Hamilton-Baillie says that
when visiting Holland, he tested the
effectiveness of such a system by step-
ping out into the road with his eyes
shut and has managed to walk across
the road without cars screeching to a
halt, and without personal injury.
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Hamilton-Baillie of

‘Will Hamilton-
Baillie's
proposals
signal a return
to the anarchic
maotoring
madness

of a 1920s
Mack Sennett

movie?'

A few years ago, Hamilton-Baillie, a
former senior member of the cycling
lobby group Sustrans, presented his
findings at a conference entitled ‘Fatal-
ly Attracted to Speed’ The event was
supported by the Slower Speeds Ini-
tiative, thus indicating the direction of
the research conclusions.

His original study was carried out
in the rural Friesland area of Holland.
Friesland was one of the few Dutch
regions where traffic accidents had
risen in recent years, so the decline
identified in the study was predicated
on an unusually high baseline.

It is important to note that the
infrastructure of Friesland was already
regarded as inadequate to the extent
that large areas of carriageway did not
even have cycle tracks. So the improve-
ments in the road network to ensure
that the system was ‘safe, self-explain-
ing and forgiving’ as Hamilton-Baillie
describes it, included the introduction
of roundabouts and traffic priority
routes. So it might be less surprising to
find that the intervention resulted in
fewer accidents.

Road test dummies

Extrapolating from his lessons abroad,
Hamilton-Baillie takes the view that
streets should be shared spaces with
priority given to pedestrians. His expe-
rience of Scandinavian Home Zones
- or woonerfs — is borne out in his
practice’s scheme proposals to plant
trees in the centre of roads, encour-
age seating on the main carriageway,
or omit priority markings on main
city centre through-routes. All of these
proposals have the effect of bring-
ing doubt into the driver and forcing
him or her to slow down. This is what

Hamilton-Baillie calls ‘psychological
traffic calming.

Many commentators, from both
sides of the fence, seem to suggest that
the biggest problem for road safety is
the behaviour of motorists and the
need for regular retraining or continual
assessment; drivers cannot be trust-
ed in their current condition. When
everyone is treating the motorist as
the nut behind the wheel, it is refresh-
ing to hear a proponent of cycling
like Hamilton-Baillie — of all people -
suggesting that drivers should be trust-
ed. But he only means that drivers can
be trusted to learn the new rules.

Calm down, calm down
Hamilton-Baillie says that his pro
posals, drawn up with Dixon Jones
Architects, are concerned with remov-
ing the sense of security provided by
barriers and forcing drivers ‘to use
their reactions” Removing the security
of the road may not seem like the most
responsible thing to do, although it
does force motorists to slow down. In
the same way that turning off the street
lights, or shining bright lights in driv-
ers’ eyes would. If the point is to make
drivers slow down, then any of these
policies might be seen as a success. If
the point is to make a mockery of 100
years of road, traffic and highway engi-
neering improvements (even though
there are some real practical improve-
ments included in the way the scheme
is implemented) then this scheme - a
celebration of glorious uncertainty —is
the way forward.

But does Hamilton-Baillie’s rejec-
tion of risk aversion do anything to
challenge risk consciousness? Where
would transport planning be today if
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highway engineers didn’t try to intro-
duce elements with which motorists
could be confident. After all, officially
sanctioned trepidation is not the most
dynamic of urban strategies.

While the removal of ‘clutter’ and
tidying up of our streetscape would be
welcome in many instances, the fact
that such an example of overdue road
maintenance and highway engineer-
ing has received such fanfare, suggests
that this is about something other than
simply improving traffic flow.

While Kensington may think that
its scheme is about tidy streets, even
if we had the nicest and safest streets
in Europe, this policy would still be
introduced and féted for its socially
regenerative pretensions.

Since traffic speeds in London
haven’t changed much in 75 years,
looking back on newsreel footage of
the inter-war years, we see a romanti-
cised world of organised mayhem with
vehicles, horses and pedestrians nego-
tiating the chaos. It all seems quaint.
So will Hamilton-Baillie’s proposals
signal a return to the anarchic motor-
ing madness of a 1920s Mack Sennett
movie? Will it signal a return to the day
before we learned the lessons of road
engineering? Impossible? His desire
for eye contact to be the mediating fac-
tor in our actions — intended to snap
us out of our car-bound isolationism
—is his equally Utopian objective.

While Hamilton-Baillie believes
that he is trying not to treat drivers as
if they were idiots, if all we can aspire
to is a slowed-down urbanism, he may
actually be doing the idea of a fast and
efficient transport system — and hence
motorists, pedestrians and other road
users —a disservice.
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Far left: before. Left and above: the new
street. Not aremarkable change, but
central pavement reserves, bollards and
3 lane-restrictions have been removed

The Macro World of Microcars
Kate Trant and Austin Williams, Black Dog, 2004. 176pp. £19.95

Do you know anyone who wouldn't stop dead in the street and stare when a
bubble car trundles past? if you do, they must be a miserable bugger, writes
Claire Barrett. No doubt they weren't pleased, then, if they received this book
in their Christmas stocking. Bah, humbug! They’d be missing out, though. The
Macro World of Microcars is indeed more layered and thought-provoking than
their cutesy, bumbling image presents.

Whereas bubble cars were the laughing stock of the motoring world when they
first appeared, this book seeks to set this little piece of pioneering engineering
in a wider context. Rather than just focus on design and styling, it begins by
digging into the political world situation following the Second World War, looking
at factors that led to the invention of the miniature cars, and the consequent
demand for them. In the post-war years of frugality, they ticked all the boxes: the
three-wheeler was cheap to buy, cheap to run, and cheap to maintain.

To own a microcar back then was to aspire. You were en route from motorcycle
to ‘proper car. It was, according to the authors, to ‘think big’. The book charts the
rise and fall of the microcar in relation to the economic climate. In the big bucks,
consumerist years (represented by the US's slick, finned cars), the microcar slipped
away. But nowin our grid-locked, environmentally-aware age, big is greedy and, it
is argued, a rise in demand for the small car has re-appeared.

The book is peppered with tantalising imagery: photos of owners with
their quirky restored cars today, as well as plenty of the original marketing
blurb - hell, in an effort to glam the cars’image up to the max, even Elvis was
photographed in one, The book strikes a healthy balance between the analytical
and the fun. Weighty, though slightly repetitive chapters, act as bookends that
deal with issues of sustainability, transport infrastructure and private freedoms
(and what else did the car represent if not that?), while the pacey middle section
addresses the current cult of owning a microcar (owners tell why and how they
ended up with one), as well as tracking its development from pure utility to
modish style icon.

But it ends, for me, on an odd note, While perhaps thinking small in the early
days was to think big, to think small now, itis argued, is to be shackied to amoral
standpoint. But how could we not be? With the environment at the top of the
agenda, it would seem wrong not to question that two-minute drive to the shop.

The book’s argument is more that the small car today doesn't always have to
be aligned with an environmental remit - that personal travel should still be seen
in a positive light, like the good old days. It's about small being fun. While the
wider issues are important, let's all face it, in our homogenised Starbuck’s world,
when a microcar passes that's why we all stop in the street to gawp.

Claire Barrett is features writer on art and architecture for Grand Designs Magazine.
Email: claire@granddesignsmagazine.com
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Light and shade

Refurbishment requires a mixture of the material and the
ethereal, and good lighting is key to a successful renewal
BY KATHERINE SKELLON

Looking at Lighting Design Inter-
corporate-style website,
you get the impression of a mod-
erate sized office, carpeted plush
corridors with flashy wall down-
lighters illuminating glossy photos
of completed projects. All flash and
cool. What a contrast when I turned
up at their office on Fulham Palace
Road to find an underground rab-
bit warren of small, grey rooms full
of designers beavering away, settling
in for the onset of dusk, under light-
ing that could only be described as
‘reasonable’.

At only 120 years old, lighting
design is still a young profession
compared to its architectural cousin.
But with relative youth comes a cer-
tain growth and dynamic. And the
science and art of lighting design has
really taken off in the last few years as
concerns about pollution combine
with the drive for drama in a fin-

national’s

ished building.
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Above: examples
of mood-
altering lighting
from humble
washbasin
illumination

in Belfasttoa
Berkeley Square
reception; from
Global Switch
officesto colour
change lighting
above the atrium
ceiling truss at
Bumiere in Paris

With its 12-strong staff, Lighting
Design International, established in
1981, is one of the more successful
consultancy companies. Its portfolio
covers hotels in Barbados and Jordan,
health spas in London and Newcas-
tle, John Lewis department stores
UK-wide and office developments in
Mauritius. Its senior designer, San-
jit Bahra, prior to his eight years at
LDI, completed an MSc in ergonom-
ics at University College London and
then a lighting master’s at the Bartlett
— apparently the benchmark for good
training in his chosen profession.

So, what makes good lighting?
According to Bahra this is not the cor-
rect question ‘Good lighting design
is when you notice the beauty of a
space and not the lighting. When you
start noticing it, then it doesn’t work.
Developing ambient light for a space
is one thing, but it’s the accents and
highlights that signify the space and
bring it to life.

Do it yourself
Despite it being a fast-growing pro-
fession, it is surprising how many
architects think they can ‘do’ light-
ing themselves, says Bahra. Back in
the old days, architects knew their
limitations. Limited to old-fashioned
General Lamp Service light bulbs,
architects knew where and how to
hang their pendants and let in their
wall-wash slots. It’s a different story
today. With so much technology
available and lighting effects playing
animportantrole in the overall design
of a space, there is a real need for spe-
cialists. Surprisingly however, there
are still a large number of architects
and designers who do not understand
the role of lighting design and will
either take it on themselves or bring
the designer on board too late when
the structure, bulkheads and ceiling
heights as well as the budgets have all
been set, leaving the lighting designer
to pick their way through the scheme
making the best of what they can.
However, just when it seemed
that this was going to be yet another
Egan-esque call for sub-trades and
specialists to be brought in to the
design process early on, Bahra issues
a corrective. As with other design
disciplines, getting the right tim-
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ing of their involvement is crucial.
But interestingly, in some cases, the
lighting designer is brought on board
too early when there is not enough
information. ‘Lighting is all about
the presentation of space, says Bahra,
‘and the architect or designer really
needs to have a sense of the structure,
the space and a feel for the style first so
that they can give a clear direction to
the type and style of lighting required
to achieve their vision.

To realize this, the lighting designer
requires as much information as pos-
sible up front. On top of architects’
CAD drawings, Bahra will produce
reflected ceiling plans and layouts
indicating where fixtures, fittings,
cable runs, ducting and wall sockets
are located. Not easy when the archi-
tect or interior designer has not made
up his mind about where to place
the furniture let alone the art! Quite
often, a degree of flexibility is required
to re-plan and to re-draw where the
five-amp wall sockets should go as the
architect makes those inevitable last-
minute changes. For some projects,
mood boards or computer visualisa-
tions are used, giving the client a clear
indication of the end vision.

Design process

As well as drawings, the lighting
designer produces detailed books
outlining positions of lamps, sock-
et points and cable runs, all to be
coordinated with the architect’s
information, as well as lengthy speci-
fication documents and control
schedules for electrical loadings,
wiring and circuitry. Brought on
board a project at the right time, the
lighting designer can help the design
team to understand where cabling
and ducting routes can be accom-
modated and work efficiently with
the M&E engineers.

After this, involvement may qui-
eten off until the first fix on site and
then the final commission. It’s this
last part of the job that is crucial
— ensuring that the sockets have been
positioned correctly and not left to
the builder’s discretion, not to men-
tion foreseeing, and being able to
incorporate, the architect’s inevitable
last-minute changes.

However, it’s in the last 10 per
cent, during the focusing, that the
job comes into its own. Even when a
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Custom pendants
and recessed
uplighters to the
staircase corridor
in Threadneedles
Hotel

job hasn’t run to programme (which
it often does) and this valuable slot
starts to slip, it becomes a battle to
ensure enough time is allowed to
make sure the downlighters are wash-
ing the walls correctly, the scallops are
all even, the beam angles are at the
correct width and the external floods
are all pointing in the same direction.

Unlike the architect, whose snag-
ging takes place in daylight hours,
the lighting designer can only play
their part during the hours of dark-
ness — not easy when everyone else
wants to knock off at 6pm. “There has
been many a time sitting around until
11pm on a midsummer’s night wait-
ing for darkness to fall to complete a
project, eventually walking away at
3am, job done, says Bahra. ‘Ultimate-
ly, this is what justifies the role of the
lighting designer.

Like most other lighting compa-
nies in the UK (though not on the
continent), LDI is independent from
product suppliers and can pick and
choose who it goes to, allowing a
greater freedom of choice and budget.
With the luxury of numerous suppli-
ers competing against each other and
designing new products and systems,
lighting designers can try something

new on every job rather than rely on
the same old formulas.

Getting it right

So listen up architects and project
managers! Bringing a lighting
designer in early, subject to there
being adequate information, and
allowing them to have input into a
project programme can help enor-
mously. Why? Well, firstly, too often
designers are expected to produce a
scheme when there is no informa-
tion to go on, but if you give them
programme input, they can deter-
mine how best to sequence their
information and coordinate with the
relevant parties efficiently.

Secondly, as lighting technology
develops, the palettes of tools available
are becoming increasingly extensive.
The choices and types of luminaires,
from fluorescents to cold cathodes,
LEDs, low-voltage downlighters or
metal halide discharge lamps are
extensive. Combined with stricter
regulations on greenhouse gas emis-
sions and light pollution, how would
an architect find the time to brush up
on all of this? On the environmen-
tal side, designers are working ever
more closely with service engineers
to produce systems that measure and
control energy much more effectively
than previously.

Within the design industry atti-
tudes to lighting have also changed
recently. With the increasing number
of new, landmark buildings popping
up, trendy regeneration projects going
on in practically every city with the
glut of boutique hotels on every cor-
ner, lighting is playing a vital role in the
overall aesthetic of our urban land-
scapes. According to Bahra, it was LDI’s
lighting treatment to the hotel at No.1
Aldwych that set the trend for Schrag-
er’s hotels and others that followed in
their theatrical use of lighting.

With all this convincing talk and
portfolio of impressive projects,
why doesn’t LDI apply a little more
of its lighting philosophy to its own
offices? However, saying that, I was
particularly caught by the silver twigs
in the glass vase bathed in a hot pink
downlight located by the photocopier
— very John Lewis Christmas display!
Katherine Skellon teaches at central St
Martin. Contact: katherine@skellon. net
@ wwiwv.lightingdesigninternational.com
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ARE YOU ONE OF 40
YOUNG ARCHITECTS CHANGING
THE SHAPE OF THE UIK?

CELEBRATING THE MOST PROMISING
YOUNG ARCHITECTS WORKING IN THE UK

The Architects Journal and Corus are delighted to announce AJ Corus
40 under 40 - an award scheme celebrating a talented new generation
of architects working in the UK.

Intended to bring wider recognition to 40 of the most promising
emerging architects working in the UK today under 40 years of age,
the awards coverage will comprise a publication, website and

travelling exhibition.

The 40 winning entrants will have their work displayed at a high-
profile, 3-month long exhibition at the Victoria and Albert Museum,
beginning with Architecture Week in June, before travelling to other

venues around the country.

To find out more, and to download an entry form, go to
www.ajcorus40under40.co.uk
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London

The Sage Gateshead: Music and Light
Until 12 March. An exhibition at the
Building Centre, 26 Store S5t, WC1.
Details 020 7692 6208.

Value, Culture and Commerce Mondays
14 March and 16 May, 18.30. A
continuing forum at the Royal
Academy, W1. Details 020 7300 5839.
Designing for Sustainability Tuesday 15
March. An AJ conference at the RIBA.
Details 020 7505 6044 or
www.ajsustainability.co.uk

Jim Eyre Tuesday 15March, 18.30.A
lecture at the RIBA, 66 Portland Place,
W1. Details 020 7307 3699.

Kas Oosterhuis Tuesday 15 March,
19.00. A lecture at the RCA, SW7.
Tickets 020 7590 4567.

Dan Flavin: Works from the 1960s Unti/
16 March. At Haunch of Venison, 6
Haunch of Vension Yard, Brook St,
W1. Details 020 7495 5050.

Ryder and Yates Thursday 17 March,
18.30. A 20th Century Society lecture
by Rutter Carroll at The Gallery, 77
Cowcross St, EC1 (020 7250 3857).
Klein Dytham Architecture Unti/ 18
March. An exhibition at the AA, 36
Bedford Sq, WC1 (020 7887 4000).
Bernard Khoury: Post-War Beirut
Monday 21 March, 18.30. A lecture

at the Geological Society, Piccadilly,
W1. Details 020 7300 5839.

Thomas Heatherwick Tuesday 5 April,
18.30. A lecture at the RIBA, 66
Portland Place, W1 (020 7307 3699).
Naked Science: Building a Better Planet
Wednesday 6 April, 18.30. At the
Science Museum's Dana Centre, with
speakers including Will Alsop. Details
0207942 4040.

Building Wales Until 9 April. An
exhibition at the RIBA, 66 Portland
Place, W1. Details 020 7580 5533.
Thomas Banks: The First Modern British
Sculptor Until 9 April. At Sir John
Soane’s Museum, 13 Lincoln’s Inn
Fields, WC2. Details 020 7440 4262.
Avant-Barde Graphics 1918-1934

Until 5 June. An exhibition at the
Estorick Collection, 39a Canonbury
Sq, N1. Details 020 7704 9522.

East

RIBA CPD Event: Conservation of
Materials Wednesday 16 March, 13.30.
At Suffolk County Council offices,
Ipswich. Details 01223 566285.

The World, Abridged Until1 May. A
group exhibition at Kettle’s Yard,
Castle St, Cambridge. Details
01223352124,

East Midlands
Nic Clear Thursday 17 March, 19.00.
A lecture at the School of the

Built Environment, Nottingham
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PALLADIO IN CONTEXT

‘Andrea Palladio and the Veneto Villa: From Petrarch to Carlo Scarpa’ is the

title of a large exhibition (with related itineraries) that has just opened at

the Museo Palladio in Vicenza's Palazzo Barbaran da Porto and continues

until 3 July. The RIBA/V&A have lent some drawings (www.cisapalladio.org).

University. Details 07881 922537.
RIBA CPD Event: Dealing with
Contractors’ Claims Wednesday

23 March, 13.45. A seminar at the
National Water Sports Centre,
Holme Pierrepont, Nottingham.
Details 01522 837480.

Michael Dan Archer Until 10 April.
Stone and iron sculptures at the
Lakeside Arts Centre, University Park,
Nottingham. Details 0115 846 7185.
RIBA CPD Event: Party Wall Act
Wednesday 27 April, 13.45. At the
National Water Sports Centre, Holme
Pierrepont, Nottingham. Details
01522837480.

North West
Shirley Diamond Until 10 April.
Installations at the Whitworth
Art Gallery, Manchester. Details
0161275 7450.

SuperCity: Will Alsop's Vision for
the Future of the North Until 10 April.
At Urbis, Manchester. Details
01943603311,

Resource Efficiency in Construction
Friday 22 April. An ICE conference
at The Lowry Centre, Salford.
Details 020 7665 2312.

Richard Wentworth Until 24 April.
A retrospective at Tate Liverpool,
Albert Dock, Liverpool. Details
www tate.org.uk

Graham Stirk Wednesday 27 April,
19.30. A lecture at the Grosvenor
Museum, Grosvenor St, Chester.
Details Mark Kyffin 0161 833 2037.

100 Years - 100 Chairs Until 5 May.
An exhibition from Vitra Design
Museum at CUBE, 113 Portland St,
Manchester. Details 0161 237 5525.

South

Jannis Kounellis Until 20 March.

An exhibition at Modern Art Oxford,
Pembroke St, Oxford. Details
01865722733,

Boyd & Evans: Landmarks Until 3
April. Photographs at the MKG, 900
Midsummer Boulevard, Milton
Keynes. Details 01908 676 900.
RIBA CPD Event: Disability
Discrimination Act Tuesday 5 April,
14.00. At High Wycombe District
Council Building. Details 0118
9698051.

The Heart of Building Acoustics 79-
20 April. An Institute of Acoustics
conference at the Oxford Hotel,
Oxford. Details www.ioa.org.uk

South East

RIBA CPD Event: Green Specification of
Materials Thursday 17 March, 16.00.
At Le Meridien, Gatwick. Details
01892 515878.

Traditional Timber-Frame Construction
Thursday 21 April. A course at

the Weald & Downland Open Air
Museum, Singleton, Chichester.
Details 01243 811464.

RIBA CPD Event: BREEAM and You
Thursday 21 April, 16.00. A seminar
at the Copthorne, Gatwick. Details
01892515878.

Wessex

World on Wheels Until 13 March. An
exhibition at the Architecture Centre,
Bristol. Details 0117 922 1540.

New Sculpture from Ireland Until

3 April. An exhibition at the New

Art Centre, Roche Court, East
Winterslow, near Salisbury.

Details 01980 862244,

West Midlands
RIBA CPD Event: Health & Safety in
Construction — Hazard Management
Tuesday 15 March, 14.00. A seminar
at Bishop Mascall Centre, Ludlow.
Details 0121 233 2321.

Giovanni Anselmo Until 28 March. An
exhibition of the Arte Povera artist at
the lkon, Brindleyplace, Birmingham.
Details 0121 248 0708.

RIBA CPD Event: Dealing with
Contractors’ Claims Thursday 31
March, 14.00. At the Paragon Hotel,
Birmingham. Details 0121 233 2321.

Yorkshire

Ax4 Making Places 2005 March10&17,
18.00. Urban regeneration debates
at Leeds Metropolitan University
School of Architecture. Details Jill
Calligan 0113 244 9973.

Julian Marsh Wednesday 16 March,
14.00. A lecture at Sheffield Hallam
University (Stoddart 7140). Details
0114225 2836.

Conservation Materials in
Contemporary Construction Friday 18
March. A course at the University of
York. Email: pab11@york.ac.uk

RIBA CPD Event: Value Management
Tuesday 22 March. At Wakefield Town
Hall. Details 0113 245 6250.

Scotland

The Scottish Show Comes Home
Until 18 March. An exhibition at
The Lighthouse, 11 Mitchell Lane,
Glasgow. Details 0141 221 6362.

Wales

RSAW Small Practice Surgery Series:
Building Regs Parts A, € & P Tuesday
15 March at Dolgellau; Wednesday
16 March at Builth Wells. Details
0292087 4753.

Richard Murphy Thursday 31

March, 19.30. At the Galeri, Victoria
Dock, Caernarfon. Details Peter
Stonebridge 01745 815600.

International
Herzog & de Meuron Until 8 May.

An exhibition at the Netherlands
Architecture Institute, Rotterdam.
Details www.nai.nl

Information for inclusion should be sent to

Andrew Mead at The Architects’ Journal at
least two weeks before publication.
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Cutanddried

ROBERT HARBISON
Pevsner Architectural Guides: Sheffield

By Ruth Harmarn and John Minnis. Yale University Press, 2005. 324pp. £9.99

Sheffield probably has less
pre-18th-century  buildings
than any of the other subjects
of these Pevsner City Guides,
so it presents a different chal-
lenge to its authors from places
like Bath, Bristol or even Man-
chester. Ruth Harman and John
Minnis start bravely by quot-
ing the negative judgments of
Pevsner and Nairn (who was
scathing in his trademark way).

Part of the explanation for
Sheffield’s unusually modest
centre was the small scale of
its successful industry, cutlery,
mentioned already by Chaucer - a reference
(in the ‘Reeve’s Tale’) illustrated more than
once in the city’s public art. Maybe this also
fed a natural insularity. In this book a ‘non-
native’ architect is a non-Sheffield man, and
famous designers from elsewhere make rare
and slight appearances: a billiard hall by
Edgar Wood tacked on a villa by someone
else is typical. Two other influences have left
a negative mark: war damage and frequent
demolition. The dates of the latter are almost
all that is missing in a guide rich in detail.

If the history of building in Sheffield lacks
grandeur, it is full of other interest not often
found elsewhere. Old industrial premises are
scattered thickly through the centre of the
city and carefully recorded here. One of the

Less than 4 per cent of Britain's pubs have
aninterior of any real historic value, says a
Licensed to Sell: The History and Heritage
of the Public House (£14.99). It explores
some of these survivors in detail, with
photographs of polished woodwork,
embossed glass, tiled walls and mosaic
floors. Captions highlight features you
might otherwise miss: ‘Note the spittoon
trough in front of the counter for cigarette
ends and other sundry waste.’ That’s in the
‘grand saloon’ of The Salisbury in Haringey,
north London; not quite All Bar One, it
seems. Pictured is The Salisbury’s billiard-
room ceiling.
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most interesting, called Butch-
er’s Wheel, includes a strange
ring of privies round its tall
chimney. ‘Wheel’ as the name
for such a complex of buildings
comes up again (and doesn’t
seem to be explained). So the
story of industrial processes is
more intimately told in Shef-
field than in most places, as is
the story of modern reuse.

The latest reuse is the conver-
sion of Nigel Coates’ National
Centre of Popular Music from
something like a museum to
a student union. The descrip-
tion of this structure is laced with lively
figures apparently suggested by the designer
— shaving foam nozzles, pinball bouncing
devices—butnothingissaidabouthow thenew
function fits.

Twentieth-century Sheffield made its
architectural mark in housing above all.
Harman and Minnis do an exemplary job
describing, analysing and judging Park Hill
and the other ambitious municipal projects
undertaken in the 1950s and ’60s when ]
L Womersley was city architect. This part
is particularly strong on the literary and
philosophical background to ‘streets in
the sky’ — a buzzword of the period, much
discredited since. Richard Hoggart’s books
about the decline of working-class culture

get a mention here; it is salutary to see the
thinking embodied in these buildings taken
so seriously.

At the same time that heroic Brutalism
was fitted to strong surrounding landscape
at Park Hill, a gentler ‘Mediterranean’ mode
was tried in the Gleadless Valley. There,
housing is broken into stepped forms on
steep slopes, and dwellings feel individu-
alised. Here again the authors recover the
intellectual content of projects from the
early ’60s, which are often read unsympa-
thetically as faceless Modernism. They do
this too with less obviously attractive build-
ings of that period, such as a market and
shopping complex in the centre.

Sheffield remains a crucial place for
understanding the architectural dreams of
the 1950s and ’60s, but there is plenty of
interest in recent attempts at regeneration,
dividing the city into ‘quarters’ — a concep-
tual device which has borne practical fruit
— and planning a series of public spaces to
knit the fragmented centre together.

For those who like their architecture
more venerable, there remain puzzles like
the odd symbolism in a hunting lodge
connected with Bess of Hardwick, where a
hand gripping a bunch of white roses may
contain a dangerous secret. There is also the
plan of the cathedral, one of the most dis-
persed and confusing, which only makes
sense when you learn that it enshrines some
of Charles Nicholson’s project to reorient
it by rotating the nave 90° while tripling
its size. The building becomes much more
interesting once you know this — just one
example of the way this new guide uncovers
new rewards in its unlikely city.

Robert Harbison is a professor at London
Metropolitan University

L
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The Painted Room, Carshalton House, 1710

Treasure trove

DAN CRUICKSHANK

Early Georgian Interiors

By John Cornforth. Yale University Press, 2004. 360pp. £60

There is a sad symmetry about this very
important book. In the early 1970s John
Cornforth fought time for the possession
of John Fowler’s unsurpassed knowledge
about Georgian interior decoration. Fowler
was dying and his memory going, but Corn-
forth won his battle and the result, published
in 1974, was English Decoration in the
Eighteenth Century — a miraculous work in
many ways.

Fowler died a few years later and scholar-
ship moved on, with new material coming to
light, but this collaboration between Corn-
forth and Fowler continued to be essential
reading. For me it has been a constant and
valuable reference book. But in the mid-
1990s Cornforth resolved it was time to
update the work. Rather than merely revis-
ing the original he wanted to start again,
to ‘include more about the relationship
between planning, decoration and furnish-
ing) and to put the subject into more of a
social context.

But as this new book — the sum of decades
of experience in the field — got under way,
Cornforth, like Fowler before him, fell ill. He
toiled on but had to fight time again, now for
his own memories. In Mali there is a percep-
tive saying: the death of a learned man is like
the burning of a great library — with death
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precious memories and knowledge die.
But as Cornforth knew when he fought to
preserve Fowler’s knowledge, death’s sting is
mitigated if knowledge can be preserved and
made readily available in a book.

For a second time, Cornforth won his
battle. He had completed the text of this
book, read galley proofs and assembled
illustrations when death overtook him. This
book is, then, the legacy of a learned man — it
represents a great library saved.

Art history has been transformed in the
30 years that separate the publication of
Cornforth’s two books. It has become a more
popular and professional subject, with much
new information discovered and with many
key areas now covered by recent and author-
itative publications. Cornforth shaped
the structure of his new book to reflect
the changing terrain. Carpets and interior
colours are given little space because of
recent seminal publications on these subjects
and, more significantly, Cornforth decided
to shorten the period covered, focusing on
works undertaken between 1685 to 1760.

This is largely because he believed that
Eileen Harris’ monumental work on Robert
Adam (AJ 20.12.01) made it unnecessary to
cover the great Adam and Adam-inspired
interiors of the latter decades of the 18th

century. This decision says much about
the current book. During the past few
decades there has been a fashion for
historians to investigate and document
more humble architecture — to explain how
ordinary buildings were made, funded and
occupied. Cornforth’s book has little to do
with this.

The early Georgian interiors discussed
here are the great works of the period,
designed and made by the big-name
architects and craftsmen for aristocratic cli-
ents; inevitably this means that it is largely
about the British country house. So when
Cornforth discusses ‘The Arrival atthe House’
and ‘Common Parlours, Great Parlours, Din-
ing-rooms and Great Dining-rooms, it is
almost invariably life in the country house
that is described and explained.

That is no bad thing — this is the history
that fascinated Cornforth and on which
he was the authority. It simply means that
there is probably still an opportunity for
another scholar to give the town dwelling
— mansion or terrace house — the sort of
loving attention that is here lavished on the
country house. Such a book — showing how
the comparable cultural habits of patrons
and collectors manifested themselves in
cities — would make a fascinating compan-
ion to this volume.

As well as dealing with aspects of the
use and decoration of the country house
interior, Cornforth dedicates an entire
chapter to ‘William Kent and Architec-
tural Decoration’ (and this does touch on a
couple of town houses), and concludes with
a chapter on ‘Planning and Sequences of
Decoration’ — an analysis of eight country
houses, including Blenheim Palace, Ditchley
Park and Holkham.

This is the definitive and monumental
work of a man who made the study of the
17th- and 18th-century country house his
life. One of the aims of the 1974 book was
to make information about the decoration
of 18th-century country houses available
to individuals and institutions responsible
for the protection and informed repair, and
restoration, of this vastly important artistic
legacy. The same is true of this book. It is a
treasure trove of essential information for all
interested in the historically correct preser-
vation of the British country house.

Cornforth’s abiding monument is not
this book but what it, and his other publi-
cations, have achieved and will continue to
promote: the authentic preservation of the
British country house interior, in all its rich,
complex and artistic splendour.

Dan Cruickshank is an architectural historian
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Takashi Suzuki
At Sleeper, 6 Darnaway Street, Edinburgh, until 25 March

Minimalist art comes intriguingly close to architecture, especially when
itisinstalled in a space with little physical reference, writes Brian Edwards.
The exhibition by Takashi Suzuki at the Sleeper gallery in Reiach and
Hall's Edinburgh New Town office is a play of paired squares set in awhite
cube. Each pair of square canvases acts out a dialogue in pale luminous
colour. The twinning in variations of creams, greys, lilacs and greens
leaves the mind lost in space and contemplation. No two squares are
similarly coloured, yet, like architecture, there is a relationship between
the parts which is essentially rhythmic and structural in nature.

Suzuki trained as an architect in Tokyo and then at the Architectural
Association (AA) in London. After the AA he worked for a time for
Denys Lasdun before returning to Japan, and there is a crispness and
repose in the canvases which may owe something to the Modernist
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rigour of Lasdun's office - especially the insistent use of the unframed
square, whose presence is revealed as much by the shadow as the
object. By arranging the canvases in both horizontal and vertical
groupings, the space of the gallery, though small, assumes the quality
of afragment of city. The work becomes architecture at an elemental
level: each pairing almost a building lost in white space. The effect is
enhanced by the lack of windows, door frames and panels so familiar
in this part of Edinburgh.

Suzuki's work is a fusion of Japanese Minimalism and Western
abstraction. As such it is topical and a welcome counter-balance
to recent expressionism. Although the work on display is certainly
conceptual in nature, it is also perfectly executed with the attention
to craft one associates with Japan. Like the raked gravel of Buddhist
temple gardens in Kyoto, the coloured resin of Suzuki’s canvases brings
an inner world to the surface.
Brian Edwards is a professor of architecture at Edinburgh College of Art

Ideals in Concrete: Exploring Central and Eastern Europe

| Edited by Cor Wagenaar and Mieke Dings.
o NAi Publishers, 2004. 180pp. £25

The essays in Ideals in Concrete focus primarily on the plattenbau: the
system-built, concrete-slab housing estates that proliferated beyond

© the one-time 'Iron Curtain’ after the Second World War - all largely

in line with CIAM's principles for mass housing formulated in 1928,
writes Andrew Mead. But they are written from a perspective that
acknowledges the West's own problematic high-rise housing, so the
authors are looking for lessons from the East as well as documenting
these schemes as they are today.

‘Itis fascinating to see just how much quality there is in the new
housing estates that were built en masse in Central and Eastern
Europe,’ writes Cor Wagenaar; while Vincent van Rossem concludes
that the Titan in Bucharest, with 70,000 dwellings, ‘is quite definitely a
work of art, different but every bit as impressive as the Bauhaus. In Titan
life is truly lived.’

Such system building proves flexible at a time when some cities in the
Eastare ‘shrinking’ (for example, the high-rise block in Cottbus which has
been dismantled and rebuilt as six ‘town houses’). But the book pays more
attention to the blocks that survive intact, and to what makes them ‘work’
or not; top-down management versus residents’ initiatives, for example.

In Berlin's largest plattenbau estate, Marzahn, ‘everything is being
done to give high-rise living a positive image,’ says Jannie Vinke,
contrasting that with attitudes in the Netherlands. Jannes Linders’
excellent photographs help to bring the book alive.

10 March 2005
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Terry Farrell & Partners are seeking Architects, Urban
Designers, Interior designers and Assistants to work on a
variety of new and exciting high profile projects throughout
Britain, including arts, cultural, residential and commercial
buildings and masterplans.

Successful candidates will have the opportunity to develop the
design concepts through to completed buildings

Please write with your CV to:

John Letherland

Director

Terry Farrell & Partners

7 Hatton Street London NW8 8PL
Fax: 020 7723 7059

email: jletherland@terryfarrell.co.uk

FARRELLS

{ {

KRN ) VPR

Macclesfield Vacancy

Job Runner
Vac ref 0502-125 Permanent

My client is an expanding firm of Architects and Town
Planners who are now seeking a Job Runner with both an =
Architectural background and experience of both
Regeneration Projects and Road Layout Plans and
Schematics. This is an ideal opportunity for someone with
a wide range of experience to play a vital role in @ COM- gnail: dove smith@
pany that is seeking to develop its operation in new areas. rdrecruitment.co.vk

WILDBLOOD MACDONALD architects

are looking for rising stars, architects and technologists,
to join our team in this exciting phase of practice
development. Based in a new purpose built studio in
the countryside next to Wetherby, we offer an exciting
working environment in a friendly office and a range of
challenging and diverse projects

please apply in writing with CV to:

Ms Kim Rogers (kr@wildblood-macdonald.com)

Wildblood Macdonald, Parkhill Studio, Parkhill,
Walton Road, Wetherby, LS22 5DX 01937 585225

If you are an Architect/Technician with 3 to 5 years post qualification experience and have an
interest in working in a dynamic and friendly office on projects in the UK and overseas. Please
send your CV with a maximum of 3 A3 sized pages showing examples of your work to:

Philip Jordan

The Sail Loft
Limehouse Court
3-11 Dod Street
London

EI4 7EQ

JORDAN + BATEMAN

11 February 2005
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Senior Technician (Contract)
£18 - £22 Per Hour —

West Central Scotland

Architectural Technicians
To £30,000 + Benefits — Glasgow

Ref: AMWRo20201

global reach -local focus

Moving towards a better future

The Spirit of South Shields by Irene Brown

RESOURCES DIRECTORATE

Our Design Team has recently been re-structured and this post offers an
exciting opportunity to work in a supportive team environment and to play a
leading role in the delivery of the Council's Transformation Agenda for
the Borough. We are a multi-disciplinary practice with a challenging and
interesting workload.

Architects Team Leader
(Circatex Building, South Shields)
£31,434 - £33,750 pa

You will lead an Architectural Design Team which is responsible for providing
customer focussed design, production information and a clerk of works
service to the Council’'s corporate clients.

You will have an appropriate degree or equivalent in Architecture/
Architectural Technology and be RIBA Part Il or MBIAT qualified. RIBA Part Il
qualification is desirable. You will have at least 5 years experience in a lead
consultant role. Proven design fiair is a must for this post and you will be
IT literate with a good working knowledge of Auto CAD and MS Office
applications. Excellent communication skills are essential to the post and
you must be able to provide motivation and enthusiasm to the Team.
Knowledge of health and safety regulations and a full current driving licence
or access to a means of mobility support are also essential.

For an informal discussion please contact Richard Johnston, Design Manager
on (0191) 424 7471.

Application forms are available from the Head of Human Resources,

NE33 2RL, Tel. (0191) 455 4968 or jobs@s-tyneside-mbc.gov.uk to be

returned by Noon on 24 March 2005. BT Typetalkers welcome.

We are committed to equality of opportunities and actively

encourage applications from all sectors of the community {gf ()
.southtyneside.info or www.sector1.net for TS RO S

mmmmug:wm s e g
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@ recruitment

people &
practices

RMA Architects has
announced that Joanna
Lewinskiand Andrew
Mortimer have been
appointed directors of the
practice. Chris Tapp and
Sam Handscombe have
been promoted to associate
directors.

Hoare Lea Consulting
Engineers has announced that
Tim Rathbone has joined the
partnership.

AD Architects, based in
Hertfordshire, has appointed
Ruth Ridolfe as associate
director.

Lester Korzilius has joined
Ellis Williams Architects as
director.

Chris Woodman has joined
lift-door safety specialist

TL Jones as group technical
manager.

Squire and Partners has
announced that Henry Squire
and Tim Gledstone have
become partners and Kamy
Wicks, James Denner and
Matthew Holloway have
become associates.

Alan Muir has joined the
Glasgow office of TPS Consult
as senior surveyor in its civil
engineering department.

Whitbybird’s Cambridge
office has moved to Jupiter
House, Station Road,
Cambridge CB1 2JD.

® Send details of changes

and appointments to Anna
Robertson, The Architects’
Journal, 151 Rosebery Avenue,
London EC1R 4GB, or email
anna.robertson@emap.com
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AutoCAD Iterate. A fantastic career opportunity! Ref: 1081
Project Architect, London - to £37,000
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Project Architect, Middie East - to £26ph mm-guﬁ- - to £18ph

Education projects, £85M Retail & entertanment

Ref: 10203 Ref:

Senior Technician, London - to £22ph Architectural Assistant, London - to £16ph

EMulti-milllion office development - AutoCAD. Large-scale shopping centre project - AutoCAD.

Ref: 10106 Ref: 10110

Mid-Weight Senior Technician, Hertfordshire - to £22ph

Technician, London - to £20ph
- AutoCAD/Microstation.

For more vacancie

The dedicated recruitment website for: @) the architects' journal

With a focus solely on the construction industry,
Careers in Construction is a great place to look
for job opportunities on the web.

New jobs are added constantly — and you can
sign-up for our Job Alert service where we email
you when suitable positions become available.

Once you've seen a job you like you can even
apply online straight away.

You'll find jobs with companies like Foster and
Partners, Capita Symonds, DLA Architecture,
Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates, Jestico + Whiles
and many others.

www.careersinconstruction.com
]

‘bwm

with sound presentation and CAD skils. ﬂhm‘hlm

NMl”hhﬂdmwm
rk Emuiti-million one-off houses. With
experience, mﬂ also have sound technical knowledge and be

CORK, IRELAND

Graduate Architects and
Senior Architectural
Technicians (with min 5 years
experience,) required for
medium size Practice. Good
design and technical skills,
Wide range of projects.

Send C.V. to:
Coughlan DeKeyser
Associates, Architects, Interior
& Urban Designers, North
Point House, North Point
Business Park, Mallow Rd,
Cork, Ireland.

Tel: 00353 214309299

Email: Info@cda-architects.ie

=

ROBERT DAVIES JOHN WEST LIMITED

( ered A
ARCHITECT / PART 11

We are looking for a fully qualified Architect or
Part 11 with plenty of confidence and drive to
join our small, friendly Practice. Applicants
should be enthusiastic with excellent design
skills and have a sound technical knowledge
whilst being able to multi task and manage a

diverse workload. CAD skills are required but

specific training will be given

Please send your CV to :-

Robert Davies John West Limited, Lawford
House, Leacroft, Staines, Middx, TW18 4NN

Or e-mail info@rdjwitd.com

Lrown & SVells

We are seeking

* Part 2 assistants
« Architects with 1-3 years
experience

with excellent design skills
to join our young practice to
work on a variety of exciting
projects. Please send CV and
examples of work

Brown and Pletts LLP

The Old Truman Brewery

91 Brick Lane

London E1 6QL

+44 (0)20 7770 6090
www.brownandpletts.co.uk

vRéiach and WHaIl "
Architects

We require project architects and
part Il assistants with excellent
design abilities to join our team to
work on a range of projects.
Health experience an advantage but
not essential.

We are an equal opportunities
employer.

Please write enclosing cv and
examples of work to:

Lyle Chrystie, Reiach and Hall
Architects, 6 Darnaway Street,
Edinburgh,

EH3 6BG
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Recruitment enquiries

Laurie Shenoda

Tel: 0207 505 6803

Email: laurie. shenoda@emap.com

Nick Roberts
Tel: 0207 505 6737
Email: nick.roberts@emap.com

Deadlines Recruitment edvertisements in the AJ

Bookings/copy  Spm Monday can be found on our intemet
Artwork 12 noon Tuesday ecruitment service
Cancellstions  12pm Monday www.careersinconstruction.com

Capita Resourcing: The people
you need to succeed

With over 17 years' experience across the public and private sectors
Capita Resourcing provide a comprehensive architectural recruitment
service. Whether you are looking for a permanent or contract role, we
can help you make that all important next move

Below is a selection of our current vacancies:

Associate Architect

£40k+ and benefits West London
A self-motivated individual with strong new business development and
selling skills is required for this fee eaming role. You'll bring in new
projects and clients and shape the design concept. A strong portfolio of
retail clients ready to move with you, 10 years' post qualified experience
and AutoCAD knowledge essential.

Karl Malmstrom - 020 7202 0005; karl. malmstrom@capita.co.uk

Building Surveyor
£20 per hour Hampshire
Varied role for an AutoCAD Surveyor within a public sector organisation
You will manage projects from receipt of brief to production of designs
and specifications for both in-house works and external contracts. Also
to include production of detailed drawings, issuing of tenders and
awarding and managing of contracts to completion.

Andrew Larkin - 023 8022 9779; andrew.larkin@capita.co.uk

Contact us today to discuss your requirements.

0845 602 2 602

London * Birmingham ¢ Bristol « Cardiff
Nottingham * Manchester * Southampton

Capita Resourcing Limited is both an employment
agency and employment business.

CAPITA

TrcHMIcaL § 8 RESOURCTN {

www.capitatsr.co.uk |

Architectural

Recruitment Consultants

1o 45k

For further information on any of

any C sted plea
Claire Gladdis: claire@magrec.co.uk

www.magrec.co.uk

Magenta Recruitment Ltd 8 Eden rey, KT1 1BB

APS Recruitment Ltd

it

Construction Rec

il

Project Architect - Gloucestershire - Perm - £35K+
W%Immdgwmﬁsﬁh@mnﬁamcmmsmwmawwmwm. The ideal candi-
datz should have the following experience / quaifications:

@ Minimum of five years expenence.

OWMMmeMnMWM.AmethmM

@ Experience in residantial work would be useful, particufarly high quality private housing.

@ Good design and presentation skills.

@ Sound tachnical knowledge - the abiity 10 deal with completa working drawing packages and NBSS - along with Contract unning

t Specialists

expenence.

@ Experience with Listed Buildings, Consarvation work would be heiphul
The candidate will be expectad to work closely with one of the senior associates and in due course 10 run a varied pallt of proects wih mir-
imum supenvision, Cortract values range from £100,000 to £4m. To apply please attach your CV and send to, simon@aps-recruitment.co.uk
{Sauthern Consultant;
Architectural Technician - East Anglia - Perm - £25K+
mwmaawmmwnwwmmmmmmuwmwmmmqm
The ideal candidate will have a good technical dge i L of UK buliding reguiations and
tices. F\Aymhmmcmmwmmmwnnmmmnm,wmmmmmmmmiw
running responaibiities, This is a very good opportunity with 2 jarge and employee focused company. To apply please aftach your CV and
send 1o, simon@aps-recruitment.co.uk (Southern Consultant).
Architectural Technician - Essex - Perm - £20K+
Awwmmmmmdwmmwmmmmmmsu
rently seeking a junicr / intermediate technician to jon thei team. Being fuly proficient in AutoCAD with good basic inowiedge of LK buld-
mmmummammwmywnwwmmmm The ideal candidate wil have
at least a years experience but talented graduates will also be considered. To apply please attach your CV and send to, simon@aps-recrut-
ment.co.uk Southern Consultant)
Architects / Technicians - East Midiands - Perm - £30k - £40k
ltywlwlaw\ge.ww.mwm.mmwwmmmmwﬂ_wmmudHw
mmasmgrdivdyerwmm.mmwww...mmymmmmwd«lnw@ghThsemelmis
Mdmdsbuedptwncewthoﬂbasanmwmymmwmmtmmnqnﬁﬁedumm.mmmm
mgdngnawehomt?ﬁﬂ.(mmﬁnﬂﬁm,Mnmmwwm,ﬁmmuwmammmmﬂm
am\mdmmwm&mmm.Tommmewmwmmmmwm
Consultart)
Architects / Technicians - Liverpool - Perm - £25k - £35k
mmmamduum?wmgmmbmmpﬁm?masammbwm please read on o find out more bout
ﬁismdbiuppnmmy.Bamumwupod‘mmﬂmawmmmﬁmnmwgﬁﬂswnmmm‘

<

Recruitment &
Employment
Confederation

prac-

www.aps-recruitment.co.uk

Design your next
career move

94
0845 226 3455 APS

architects & technicians. Who will hopefully stay and grow with the practice. Suitable applicants will be ARB registered / RIBA quaified,
aithough they are not discounting Part 2 Architects with at least § years experience. As well as technicians at all experience levels. To give you
2 feet for the work the practice undertakes, presentty they are working on 2 dozen of 40+ apariments projects including: new build, Grade 1
refurbi and large work, schools refurbishments, 2 lasge commercial mester planning project along with small ‘private
client' 1-off housing schemes. In tamms of comprting skdlis all candidates will need to fesi 100% confident on AutoCAD - If you have sound
30 skills 25 well that would be advantageous. To apply please attach your CV and send to dans@aps-recrutment.co.uk (Norther Consufiant)
Architects & Technicians - Leeds - Perm - £25k - £35k

This excellent practice now requires Architects & Technicians to compliment their existing team. An extramely busy practice, their expertise
o5 across a wide variety of sectors/discipines including transport, health, offioss, education & community care. Other projects include
bespoke residential, conservation, shop fronts and housing Sucoesshi candidates must be AutoCAD Rterate and have a minimum of free
mmm!%mnmmmwwmﬂumnmuamdm-
uW‘AMNWMWWNWWMdWhmw.MmW
and Technicians. To apply please attach your CV and send o, dans@aps-recruitment.co.uk Northern Consultant)

Senior Architectural Technician - London - Perm - £30-40K (Based on Experience)

My client is looking for an experienced Architectural Technician 1o be based in ther London office. With projects ranging from major contracts
worth more than £100M, covering all major sectors, you can guarantee your work wil iffer in scope and complenity. You wil be required to
mammmmmwmwmmmmmwwm
and draughting from Architect's sketches. Ideally you wil be qualfied to HNG level. You will ba sef-motivated and erfhusiastic, able to use
AutoCAD and have a clear understanding of UK buiding reguiation. Apply - georgie@aps-recruitment. co.uk {London Consultant)

Charted Architect - London ~ Perm - £35-45K

My clent requires 2 Chartered Architect for heir practice based near London Gity. My Clent has been established for a number of years and
has 24 month project workioad You will undertake new commissions and the workdoad will be varied. Not only will you be providing excellent
designs but you will also get invoived with direction of staff and recruitment 1t will be your responsibility to ensure viability as 2 separate cost
centre. You will be qualified to Part il leve! and have a couple of years post charter ship experience. \deally you wil have experience of man-
aging a team The ideal candidate must be able % work on their own initiative, be confident and ready 1o accept a challenge. In retum, you
nmwmemmmmwm»mmmeumwm

Senior Architectural Technician - London - Perm - £35K+

My client requires an architectural technician that is able o work on projects in most sectars providing @ varied and interesting portiolio; some
of their current work includes Leisure, Residertial, Commencial, and industial You will be heading up one of the teams in the office, reporting
1o an Associate or Director. Your role will be fo run jobs from inception to complétion. You will be expected to create and amend designs using
ste meefings, complete surveys and handie clent queries You will be expected 1o have 2 minimum of 4-5 years expenence as a technician
and be educated to HNC / degree level, prefierably BIAT. The ideal candidate will have excep ige of CAD. Apply - o 2:
recruitment co.uk (London Consultant)

fife
fifl

1SO %001
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competitions
& awards

Details of RIBA-approved
competitions are available from
the RIBA Competitions Office, 6
Melbourne Street, Leeds LS2 7PS,
tel 0113 234 1335, web www.
ribacompetitions. com, email
riba.competitions@ inst.riba.org

OXFORD'S BONN VOYAGE
Oxford City Council with its
partner, the West End Steering
Group, invites submissions

from artists, urban designers,
landscape architects, architects
and town planners for the
redesign of Bonn Square in

the heart of Oxford city centre.
Students of the same disciplines
are also encouraged to take part.
The competition will take the form
of open ideas with a submission
deadline of 26 April.

IDEAL LIBRARY FOR CORK

The Royal Institute of the
Architects of Ireland is
administering a competition to
design a 21st-century library for
Cork. Invitations will be issued
toarchitects and studentsin
architectural schools across
Europe who are not more than
35years of age at the closing
date for entries. Contact Jill Jacob
ontel 00353 16691463, email
jjacob@riai.ie, or visit www.riai.ie.
Registration closes on 20 May.

LONDON'S TUNNEL VISION
Cross River Partnership (CRP)
and Spacia, the property arm of
Network Rail, are launching an
international ideas competition
for a network of railway arches in
central London. The ‘Light at the
End of the Tunnel’ competition
gives a choice of three sites
-Waterloo, Vauxhall and
London Bridge - and the briefis
available now.

KYRL'S QUAY SPACES

Cork City Council is holding an
open, one-stage design ideas
competition for waterfront

sites and urban spaces on Kyrl’s
Quay, Cork, as part of the Cork
European Capital of Culture 2005
programme. Contact Jill Jacob
ontel 00353 16691463, email
jlacob@riai.ie or visit www.riai.ie.
The closing date is 20 April.

SE}the architects’ journal

Recruitment Agency of the Royal Institute of British Architects

ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT
With projects ra

RICHMOND JOB REF 0623

3 from a sports pavilion to one-off residential work and she op design, this
small practice of 9 'nl is looking for an experienced architectural assistant. Candidates must
have a strong design ability and \\1H probably be looking to do their part 111 qualification. They
use Vectorworks but are happy to cross-train

PROJECT ARCHITECT - OLD STREET JOB REF 0612

A successful and expanding practice, currently with 28 staff, working almost exclusively on small
scale, design orientated he Hln are schemes (LIFT schemes). They are looking for a project
architect with around 5 vears post part 3 experience, they stress however that healthcare
experience is nol essential. Due to recent expansion of the practice they are looking for someone
to start higher

role within the business in a relatively short time. Salary £35,000 +

p in the office hierarchy and the right candidate will hopefully take on a senior

dependant on experience

lo register for these and a wide selection of other vacancies please send your CV to the e-mail

address below

appointments@riba-enterprises.com www.riba-jobs.com 020 7496 8371

With an interr
East, AMJ
nearly. ars ago’ ’V’he practice is Ic,okmg for creatively inspired and mol

%ar buw team of young professionals in the following offlce
“Edinburgh.

! Part Il Graduate Architects with excellent designgh
! Edinburgh office :

Glasgow
Creative and talenteg
on a wide rangg.g O
Surroun 2

terested in any oF the abg gpyﬁﬁ#s please apply in writing including salary
Kpectatd f’bnd Current benﬂﬂtzﬂ’ﬁgckage to:
Debbie Sugkling, HMJM 10, Bells Brae, Edinburgh EH4 3BJ. or jobs scotland@rmjm.com

RAMJUM is committed to equal opportunities for all

PART 11l TECHNICAL ARCHITECT ARCHITECT/ ASSISTANT/

TECHNICIAN

to help our small practice with an
exciting programme of new build and
refurbishment pub/ restaurants and be
involved in all aspects of the projects
including detail design, client contact,
and site visits.

Our London office requires technical architects with 4-5 years'
post qualification experience to work on a number of education,
residential and commercial projects (new build and
refurbishment). Ideal candidate will have proven design abilities
and experience in production information, specification writing,
site supervision and contract administration. Knowledge of
Microstation preferred though not essential.

Salary: to 30k depending on
experience

Please send CV's with covering letter and A4 examples of recent
work to:

Roger Wu

John McAslan + Partners

49 Princes Place

London W11 4QA

Email: mailbox@mcaslan.co.uk

Please write with CV to

BOWER DESIGN

CRAYCOMBE HOUSE, 73A BOLD ST
ALTRINCHAM WA14 2ES
For more details phone Mike Bower

SJaLLJR + URISYIJ UYOP

0161 927 9533

Architect- Doncaster
mail@bowerdesign.co.uk

We require a qualified Architect with a minimum of 5 years PQE to work within our busy and
expanding Architectural and Surveying Practice. The position offers an excellent opportunity to
develop the architectural work within the Practice, and to expand the Client base throughout the
North and Midlands

The applicant should have good design skills, be competent in the use of AutoCAD LT2004, have
experience of industrial commercial, educational and healthcare work, together with job running

experience. A sound knowledge of building construction and legislation is also required "
for advertising

enquiries please call
Laurie Shenoda
0207 505 6803
Email
laurie.shenoda@emap.com

We can offer an excellent opportunity for career development, together with a competitive salary,
performance bonus, car allowance and a pleasant working environment

If you are self and p skills, then apply in
confidence with full CV to Mr J C Hill, John Hill Associtates, 6 Shaw Wood Way, Shaw Wood
Business Park, Doncaster DN2 5TB, Tel 01302 364565

10 March 2005




Bookings/copy Spm Monday

Laurie Shenoda Nick Roberts
Tel: 0207 505 6803 Tel: 0207 505 6737 Artwork
Email: laurie.shenoda@emap.com Email: nick_roberts@emap.com Cancellations

Recruitment advertisements in the AJ

can be found on our internet
recruitment service
. tructi

12 noon Tuesday
12pm Monday

cabe

Commission for Architecture
& the Built Environment

Director of Architecture and Design Review
Salary £57,000 — £72,000

Can you see yourself in one of the most important jobs in architecture
and urban design? It’s certainly one of the most influential. We are
looking for an experienced architect, landscape architect, urban
designer or someone with demonstrably relevant design knowledge and
experience. Reporting to CABE’s Chief Executive as a member of our
senior management team, your primary responsibility will be to direct
the activities of CABE’s Design Review programme. You will also co-
ordinate and promote CABE's approach to architectural matters across
the organisation.

We are looking for someone with considerable experience in practice
at a senior level, and an individual with a strong critical ability, as well

as knowledge and understanding of the statutory planning system. You
will be someone with highly developed networking skills, contacts and
experience in the field. You must be able to lead and motivate a team of
skilled and dedicated experts. And you will need to demonstrate your
own design talent and the ability to support others in developing theirs.

An application pack is available at www.cabe.org.uk/vacancies or by
contacting us on 020 7960 2400 or recruitment@cabe.org.uk.

Closing date for applications Friday 22nd April 2005.

CABE is working towards becoming a diverse organisation and welcomes
applications from all sections of the community.

Architectural Recruitment Nationwide

Pﬁrmment Opportunities

ect
5k pa

practice, based in Ashford, is looking
rienced Project Architect to join their
. The ideal candidate will be expected to
design, production and administration of
will be RIBA Part Il qualified and will be
tient on AutoCAD. Experience in running
£1.5 million is also vital. Ref AR7

ondon - To £40k pa
awell established practice based in the heart
ecializing in large scale corporate projects.
ing for an experienced Site Architect to
jor £30m refurbishment project in Central
is a Fast track programme currently on
hzve worked within a similar role please
i i Ref AR3709

faststream

RECRUITMENT LIMITED

11 February 2005

Contract Opportunities

Architectural Technician

Dorset - To £18/hr

Located on the South Coast, our client is a small practice with
a varied paﬂdodwkﬂvyhvemﬂn&mmdbr

e

f Mkr tlon Mhnldan
- London - To £22/hr

Located within Zone |, this established Architectural
practice has a vacancy for two experienced Microstation
Technicians to work on a major Shopping Centre
scheme. Excellent Microstation ability and construction
knowledge is essential. Retail experience is preferred.
This is a 6 month contract involving the production of
working drawing packages. Ref AR2

Nationwide Opportunities

Ao Rspiian

A Technician or Archltect is needed to join a small
practice working on mixed projects. There are

m;w;um to gro;rus 1o, P-her _or_Associate

MSralmng wall be provlddb' m alternative
systems. Ref AR4

Architect ,
Cambridge -‘b £30k + p
If you would like o we
good reputation fof F
work, and also gets inv
the Commercial sector,
;oafm you. You need to be a fully

CAD literacy. Contract a
ey liter

‘lpﬁaicdﬂmhasa

Senior Architectural Technician
Oxfordshire - To £30k pa

Well known property developer requires contract
and permanent Technicians for existing and
future Residential projects. You will need more
than 5 years experience in a similar capacity, and
excellent knowledge of Building Regulations.
AutoCAD experience would be preferred.  Ref AR4

View 60+ real, live jobs online

www.faststream.co.uk - visit our new website
t: 023 8033 4444 f;: 023 8033 5555 e: arch@faststream.co.uk
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@ recruitment

Radley House Partnership
Architects =

Winchester
A creative and forward thinking practice, we are seeking to fill
the following posts

Architect / Senior Job Runner

To run a variety of projects from inception to completion, ranging
in size from £50k to £1.5M. You will have a minimum of 5 years
experience of running projects, be strongly motivated and
accustomed to working in a team and have a sound knowledge
of building construction. AutoCAD experience essential

Architectural Technologist: Retail and Commercial Projects

To assist the Team Leader with the planning and detail design of
retail projects throughout the south of England. A sound
knowledge of building construction and experience working in an
architects office. AutoCAD experience essential

Conservation Architect: Major Historic Buildings

Opportunity to work on some of the most important buildings and
historic sites in the south of England. Five year's post
qualification experience and responsibility for the administration
of projects from inception to completion.

These are great opportunities to be part of a growing, very
friendly practice

Please send your details to
Neil Pritchard

Radley House Partnership
St. Cross Road
Winchester SO32 2HX

E-mail: architects@radleyhouse.co.uk (for the attention of Neil
Pritchard)

www.radleyhouse.co.uk

Architect

Salary £ Neg - Central London

A well established practice who are known for
their modern approach to building design,
in-corporating sustainable and environmental
practices require a talented Qualified Architect
with innovative design skills and a minimum of
three years’ post qualification experience.

Must be CAD literate and microstation experience
would be advantageous but not essential.

Primetime Recruitment also have existing roles for
Part Qualified and Fully Qualified Architects.

For further details, please contact Liam Baker
email: liam.baker@primetime.co.uk

W= 0207 290 1555
prime fime

Architectural

Technician
BRISTOL

Estates Department
£29,900 - £34,200

It's an exciting time to be at the University of the
West of England. With a massive £60 million
investment, we're creating a brand new student
village and state-of-the-art sports facilities, due
for completion in 2006. That'’s just the beginning.
With extended teaching and conference
facilities, plus new café areas and resources
centres in the pipeline, we're looking forward to
an even more exciting future. Now's your chance
to be part of it, as you enjoy all the challenge,
variety and rewards you've been waiting for.

You will provide architectural design and CAD
input on a range of refurbishment and new
build projects. Using your high level of technical
skill and in-depth professional knowledge, you
will interpret and develop clients’ ideas to
produce imaginative and practical solutions.

You will also be involved in the development
and implementation of the University’s
comprehensive building information system.

www.uwe.ac.uk/jobs

Visit our Website to see full details and to complete an on-line
application form, or telephone our 24 hour answerphone
service on 0117 32 82890 to request documents by post.
Closing date for applications is 31 March 2005.

Please quote reference number: A/9731/AJ.

We are an equal opportunities employer.

University of the West of England, Bristol

Howard Prior, AGP Architects Lid
Albion Wharf, Albion Street
Manchester, M1 5LN

e-mail: agp@agparchitects.com

DANFO DANFO (UK) LTD

Fast growth in the UK means that we seek a Design Technician capable of designing schemes producing working
drawings, specification writing and submitting planning applications. This is an independent role with large scope for
personal development in a varied role with projects nationwide
|deal candidates will have a minimum of § years experience in Private Practice or Local Authority, be proficient in the use
of CAD and have a relevant building qualification
We offer initial and ongoing training in addition to a competitive salary, company car, fringe benefits and very real
opportunities for career development
Please write, enclosing a full CV, to Jeanne McAuley, Danfo (UK) Ltd Danfo House, 2Victory Business Centre, Worton
Road, Isleworth, Middlesex TW7 6DB  Tel: 0208 380 7370 Fax: 0208 380 7371
No Agencies
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Recruitment enquiries Deadlines Recruitment advertisements in the AJ
Laurie Shenoda Nick Roberts Bookings/copy  Spm Monday c¢an be found on our intemet

Tel: 0207 505 6803 Tel: 0207 505 6737 Artwork 12 noon Tuesday recruitiment service

Email: laurie. shenoda@emap com Email: nick.roberts@emap.com Cancellations  12pm Monday www._careersinconstruction.com

Working throughout the West Country, the Midlands and Wales, ARC HlTECTU RAL PROFESS'ONALS ! !

Thatcher B D e e WE ARE LOOKING FOR ARCHITECTURAL BRILLIANCE.

JACSTSYO YO PN (ISRl  ermarent positons for majorpractces. consutancies and pusic secir FOR QUALITY LIVING & OUTSTANDING CAREER ENHANCEMENT OPPORTUNITIES —

organisations:

IRELAND IS THE PLACE TO BE RIGHT NOW!!
CAD Technicians, Architectural Technicians, 1 vig . 8 s )
Technologists, Part I's, lI's and Qualified Architects. Our portfolio of clients pr a blank for your career progression...

Experienced Consultants . Excellent Rates . Daily Payroll Networks chsnt portfoho s s
Contact Rhys Jackson in confidence. Tel: 0117 934 9555 A dedication for design excellence
¢ The desire to work with the best

Web: www.thatcherassociates.com . Emai: tecl i ¢ The courage to move to another country to secure a career opportunity in a booming construction
industry

® Exposure in designing large scale construction projects

Experience ranging from 5/10/15 yrs will be invaluable

Enthusiastic architect with min. 3 years post

qualification experience required. Contact us immediately for an informed discussion and we will be delighted to consider your
We b with talent for our client opportunities.
are a small versatile ﬂm an s
jing and varied workioad. Contact Claire O Callaghan or Susanne Ronan at

Tel. 00-353-21- 422 24 34 ‘
Email: cocallaghan@cork. network-personnel.com

sronan@cork.network-personnel.com
NETWORK PERSONNEL CONSULTANTS

Please write enclosing CV to Liam Donnelly
.co.uk

BOROUGH COUNCIL

« Tired of commuting? Senior Su rveyor

* Want to be ’";’°’Ved in successful Salary up to £33,168 per annum Ref: T4215B
regenerat'on ' Leading a small building surveying team, you will ideally be a

™ 'f SO, there are exciﬁng opportunities chartered building surveyor with at least three years job running

- _ experience. Using your all round construction and organisational skills,
for the ﬂghf P"OPerty and deSlgn you will be responsible for the project management of a variety of
professionals here ln Stevenage_ refurbishment and maintenance projects related to our extensive
portfolio of offices, leisure, park and community buildings, including
Located in the attractive Hertfordshire countryside, Stevenage our neighbourhood centres

offers the most affordable housing in Hertfordshire, combined with

good links to the national air, road and rail networks and a good ArCh IteCtu ra' TeCh n | C|an

range of quality educational and recreational facilities.
The Government has rated Stevenage a ‘Good’ council and we aim  Salary up to £29,958 per annum Ref: T4230B
to do even better. We hold Investor in People accreditation and take
pride in the opportunities for personal development we offer. Our
recent MORI staff survey showed that staff job satisfaction is
considerably higher than that with equivalent employers.

Working in our projects team, you will ideally be qualified to a relevant
degree or “intermediate” level with at least three years experience
(Membership of the British Institute of Architectural Technologists

is desirable, but not essential). You will be under the direction of the
senior posts and working on a variety of new build, refurbishment and
maintenance projects including the implementation of our leisure
building disabled access programme

Stevenage Property and Design is playing a vital role in the
sustainable regeneration of the town and in looking after its valued
property base. We are an ambitious service with a

wide-ranging remit that includes new build, through property
maintenance, to facilities and energy management.

We work very much as a team, sharing expertise, experience and Bu I Id l ng S u rveyor (Mamtenance)

leading edge technology to provide a quality service. Salary up to £29,958 per annum Ref: T4235B

C a re to io i n u s 7 Working in our property maintenance team, you will ideally be a degree
-

level building surveyor with at least three years experience. You will be
We are expanding our service and are looking for enthusiastic and running your own small projects as well as assisting on a variety of

talented property and design professionals to participate fully in capital works dealing with backlog maintenance, disabled access and
that development. Also, because we want to help you to reach your risk assessment works on our varied property portfolio of offices
potential, we welcome applications from those who do not exactly community and park buildings and neighbourhood centres

meet the individual job requirements but are nevertheless actively

working towards the relevant qualifications and experience. Send for our application pack by e-mail:

personnel.services@stevenage.gov.uk; or by phoning 01438 242079

Se n |Or ArC h |teCt (24 hour answerphone); or try go to www.stevenage.gov.uk Please

quote the relevant reference number. Unfortunately we are unable to

Salary up to £33,168 per annum Ref: T4226B  ,ccept cvs.

Leading a small architectural team, you will ideally be an architect with Applications must be returned by 12 noon on 25th March 2005.

at least three years job running experience. Using your strong design Interviews will be expected week commencing 4th April 2005.

echnical and organisational skills, will be responsible for th
el a ganisational SkiiS, you esp the All full-time posts are open to job share unless

project management of a variety of new build and refurbishment otherwise stated. The Council operates a
projects related to our extensive portfolio of offices, leisure, park and no-smoking policy. g? ( )
community buildings, including our neighbourhood centres We are an Equal Opportunities Employer. o/,..\u o ..
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@ recruitment

Contact Stephen Foley, Imogen Turner, Fintan Wolohan
Tel: (020) 7836 0090 Fax: (020) 7379 4696
Email: folio@foliopersonnel.com

Senior Architectural Technologist - Doncaster

We require a qualified Architectural Technologist with a minimum of 5 years PQE to work
within our busy and expanding Architectural and surveying practice.

The applicant should be competent in the use of AutoCAD LT2004 and should have a sound
knowledge of building construction and legislation; some job running experience would also
be an advantage.

We can offer excellent opportunities for progression, together with a competitive salary,
performance bonus and a pleasant working environment

If you are enthusiastic, self d and p good i skills, then
apply in confidence with full CV to Mr J C Hill, John Hill Associates, 6 Shaw Wood Way,
Shaw Wood B Park, D DN2 5TB, Tel 01302 364 565

Architects / Technicians
Urban Designers / Project Managers

Dublin, Cork, Kilkenny, Belfast

We are seeking to recruit the above staff (minimum 5
ANTHONY vear's relevant experience) to join our leading

REDDY

ASSOCIATES

architectural practice. The successful candidates will be
involved with one of a range of significant architectural
and urban regeneration projects.

Candidates should have the ability to work on their own
initiative within a team structure, using AutoCAD, have
strong graphical ability and effective communication skills.
Excellent package commensurate with experience,
together with good career prospects are available to the
right candidate.

Please forward your CV to:

Anthony Reddy Associates,
Dartry Mills, Dartry Road, Dublin 6.
Fax: +353 1 4987001 or Email: jobs @arad.ie

@ recruitment

AJ Company Profiles

Everyone knows the AJ. After all, we've been
publishing for well over 100 years, and are
proud to call ourselves the UK’s only fully paid
for architecture magazine.

A company profile is a full-page synopsis of
your practice, in a Q&A format,
including;

@ Background
@ Type of work undertaken
® Staff

By placing a company profile in the
recruitment section of the AJ you can raise
awareness of your practice, both to potential
clients and as a recruiter, and get your name
in front of our entire readership.

For more information contact
Nick Roberts on 020 7505 6737, nick.roberts@emap.com or
Laurie Shenoda on 0207 505 6803, laurie.shenoda@emap.com

CDP Architecture

We are looking for a talented Architect,
min 5 years experience and a Senior
Technologist to join our small but happy
band. An excellent salary and a varied
portfolio of interesting projects awaits.

If you are currently underwhelmed and want a new challenge,
call us.

Andrew Tull CODP Architecture Ltd
Water Lane Stour Street Canterbury Kent CT12NQ
tel 01227 458181 email act @architectscanterbury.com

60 the architects’ journal

Allen Tod Architecture is an award-winning practice
with a strong commitment to design and an exciting
and stimulating workload.

We are looking for experienced and motivated
architects with a minimum of five years experience
to work on a range of Architecture and Urban Design
projects.

Experience in ArchiCAD is preferred.
CVs and examples of work by post only to:

Andrew May, Allen Tod Architecture,
The Studio, 32 The Calls, Leeds, LS2 7TEW

Allen Tod Architecture is an equal opportunities
employer.

allen tod Architecture

www.allentod.co.uk

Feilden Clegg Bradley Architects LLP

IT Administrator - London

We are looking for an enthusiastic IT Administrator with good
database (SQL, Access) and scripting skills to manage and devel-
op their IT systems in the London office. The candidate should
have a degree, be an excellent communicator, and an inventive
problem solver. Good knowledge and experience of the Windows
server environment and networking is essential; interest in [T,
Architecture and web development would be an advantage.
Please send CV and salary expectations to David Appel, Feilden
Clegg Bradley Architects, Bath Brewery, Toll Bridge Road, Bath
BA1 7DE or da@feildenclegg.com

ARCHITECT

Exciting opportunity to join small department at the heart of our future in
hotel, commercial and residential developments and refurbishments.
Must be self-motivated, highly creative and able to work to strict deadlines.

Please send C.V. and salary expectations to
Michael Marten, Britannia Hotels, Halecroft, 253 Hale Road, Hale,
Cheshire, WA |5 BRE

Tel: 0161 904 8686  Fax: 0161 980 3877
Email: recruitment@britanniahotels.com

Visit our website www.britanniahotels.com
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Recruitment enquiries

Laurie Shenoda

Tel: 0207 505 6803

Email: laurie. shenoda@emap.com

Nick Roberts
Tel: 0207 505 6737
Email: nick.roberts@emap.com

Deadlines
Bookings/copy Spm Monday
Artwork 12 noon Tuesday

Cancellations  12pm Monday

Recruitment advertisements in the AJ
can be found on our internet
recruitment service
www._careersinconstruction.com

COURSES

Glasgow City Council

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Café in the Square

George Square, Glasgow

George Square lies at the heart of Glasgow and is the city's principal civic
space. It currently provides an open setting to the City Chambers and
during the year the square plays host to a series of events attracting
crowds of up to 25,000

Glasgow City Council wishes to deliver a café of high quality contemporary
design within the Square

Applications are invited from Architects who wish to be considered for
inclusion on a shortlist to act as Lead Consultant for the design and
procurement of this building. As Lead Consultant you will be expected to
establish, manage and co ordinate a team of professionals to develop this
high profile project

The appointment will be in two stages:

1. A shortlist of up to 6 lead consultants will be invited to submit
proposals and will be given an honorarium of £4,000

2. The successful lead consultant will develop the proposals with the
Client through RIBA work stages C-L

Applicants should request a copy of the pre-tender questionnaire from the
contact below. This ‘Expression of Interest’ should be submitted in writing
to the address below no later than 12 noon, 1 April 2005

Veronica Bolan 0141 287 9968
Email veronica.bolan@drs.glasgow.gov.uk

Environmental Projects, Development and
Regeneration Services, Glasgow City Council,
229 George Street, Glasgow G1 1QU.

www.glasgow.gov.uk

CITY COUNCIL

COURSES

LONDON SOUTH BANK
UNIVERSITY

K\
A

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING, SCIENCE & THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
EVENING LECTURE SERIES

Course Director: John Howe RIBA

Professional Practice: Short course towards Final Examination and Registration

Our popular and highly successful 12-lecture series commences 16 March 2005.

The Reading MSc

The Reading part-time MSc in Project
Management enjoys an unrivalled reputation in
the construction industry. It enables you to
access the latest management thinking without
interrupting your career
modular format to provide flexibility and
enabling participants to tailor the
course to their individual needs.

The course is in a

choice

Course members study eight modules spread
Each module is taught by
leading specialists from the University and
Industry Modules combine an intensive
residential week with Internet-based learning
support

over two years.

The Reading MSc in Project Management is an
integrated programme of Masters Training
Packages supported by the Engineering and
Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC)
An advisory board of key industrialists provides
guidance on course content and industrial
relevance

The School of Construction Management also
offers a RICS accredited Masters course in
Construction Cost Management for non-
cognate graduate entrants to the construction
and surveying profession

ORMATION: Ste pt
The Department o

PO BOX 219, Whiteknig
Tel: (0118) 378

emaill:s.m.m.w

in

Project Management

NEW MOULAR
FORMAT

Core modules

* Principles of Project
Management

* Design Management

* Human Resource Management

* Construction Law

Elective Modules

+ Construction Cost
Engineering

* Sustainable Construction

+ Strategic Management

* Risk and Value
Management

* Accounting and ProjectFinance

+ Construction Economics

* Learning from other
Industries

* international Construction

Individual Modules are

available as CPD courses

0118) 931 3856

reading.ac.u

Part 3

Fee: £504

~

AutoCAD Courses

Personal Tuition: the fast way to learn
Courses tailored to your requirements
Training by experienced CAD architect
Daytime or evening courses available
2-D & 3-D AutoCAD drawing service
Central London location

020 7266 2506, 0791 5652057 dp_arch@yahoo.com

CAD Training Service

11 February 2005

For further information please contact: The Faculty Office, London South Bank University,
103 Borough Road, London SE1 0AA. Telephone: 020 7815 7102/7660. Fax: 020 7815 6134.

The next courses feature
will appear on 26th May.

For advertising enguires
please contact
Nick Roberts on
0207 505 6737 or
nick.roberts@emap.com
or
Laurie Shenoda on
0207 505 6803 or

laurie.shenoda@emap.com |

_—

CAD

Building Systems, Autodesk Revit,
* London, Birmingham and Leeds

« 6 Months Post Training Support

CADIline Ltd Tel : 01784 419908 Fax
Email: training@cadline.co.uk Web: www.cadline.co.uk

Architectural CAD Courses
« Autodesk AutoCAD, Autodesk Architectural Desktop, Autodesk

Cymap Training Courses

* Largest Authorised Autodesk Training Centre

e ISO 9001:2000, City and Guilds Exam Centre

01784 462985
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@ showcase

Readers may obtain information about these products by filling in the enguiry numbers on
one of the AJ enquiry cards. Advertisers wishing to promote their products on these
pages should contact Gemma Cook on 020 7505 6816

Respond to these showcases @ www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

INTERPAVE

PRECAST CONCRETE SOLUTIONS
FOR BUILDING REGULATIONS,
BS 8300, DDA AND INCLUSIVE MOBILITY

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 301

The precast concrete paving
trade association Interpave
has just pubished ‘Accessible
Paving' - a guide to the design
of external paved areas for
inclusive mobility. An
essential source of
information for architects, civil
engineers, landscape
designers and all those
responsible for the paved
environment. Available free of
charge from Interpave.

AJ ENQUIRY ND:303

Kaba Door Systems has
launched the SLX drive unit,
the first of its new products
using System X, a
revolutionary new technology
for automatic sliding doors.
The SLX drive system is a
compact all-in-one unit with
the door gear motors,
scanners and controls
contained within its slimline
drive case,

MUL-T-LOCK UK LTD

AJ ENQUIRY ND: 302

N&C Nicobond has developeda
vastrange of stone and leather-
effect tiles, N&C’s remarkable
re-creation of limestone,
terracotta, slate, stone,marble
and leather effect tiles has been
achieved with pattern
variations from tile to tile,
together with various textured
finishes, thereby creating truly
authentic reproductions.

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 304

Following the Assa Abloy
acquisition of the Nemef &
Corbin companies and the
announcement that Dom shall
remain under the ownership
of Black & Decker, with effect
from 31st March the business
of Nemef & Corbin product
sales in the UK will be
transferred to Mul-T-Lock UK
Ltd in an amicable manner
with the full support of Dom
Nemef Corbin UK staff

@classified

Classified enquiries

Gemma Cook

Tel 020 7505 6816 Fax D20 7505 6750
e-mail: gemma.cook@emap.com

FOR SALE

Country based
Architectural Practice
Grade I Listed accommodation/office
Varied and Profitable work
Easy reach of Motorway/Major cities
All Enquiries-

P.0. Box No.3202
151 Rosebury Avenue
London EC1R 4GB

DROPER

Nationwide
architectural
business,

T/O £4m, seeks
merger with similar.
Replies to
P.O. Box No 3204
The Architects’
Journal, 151 Rosebery
Avenue, London,
EC1R 4GB

999 Metres Canary Wharf.
Church Conversion By Renowned
Architect. Approx 150m?. Lofty
Daylight, Secure, Quiet, Pristine.
Live/ Work (Any Ratio). 2 No.
Ensuite. Gallery Consent,
Abundant Parking, DLR, Shops,
Restaurant. Near Motorway.
Business Lease, (Neg). £1500
pcm Exclusive. Right To Buy.
01444 440 850 7pm-9pm.
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If you wish to advertise
in the AJ classified
section
call Gemma Cook on
020 7505 6816

MODEL MAKERS

tpa

Modelmakers

For all
enquiries
please call
Wesley or John
01892 835051

Tonbridge Kent
toamodeimakers.com

Ema

creafivity@tpamodeils

BULLFROG
MODELS LTD

Contact
STAN AUBERTIN

20b Tower Workshops

58 Riley Road, London SE1 3DG
Telephone: 020 7394 7866
Facsimile: 020 7394 6798

191-205 Cambridge Heath Road London €2 OFL
Tel. (020) 7729 6744 Fax. (020) 7729 8318

www.elfinpresentations.co.uk
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Classified enquiries
Gemma Cook

Tel 020 7506 6816 Fax 020 7505 6750
e-mail: gemma.cook@emap.com

MODEL MAKERS

KANDOR MODELMAKERS

2 &5 : AT
No1 Ber Place Sebastlan st
B LONDON EC1V OHE I
020 7251 6366 Fax 020 7608 3356
E mail: kandor@kandormodels.com

Robert Danton-Rees, studio 8
the hangar, perseverance works
38 kingsland road, london 2

Ll Cc A P'%A i

B Quick study
models :

m alterations
& repairs

‘ prololypes
‘ props & sels
shop displays

exhibitions

Architectural Modelmakers
t: 020 7377 6127

f: 020 7377 6129

e: workshop@flicmodels.com

w: www.flicmodels.com

) FLIC

MDDELS

PIPERS

Concept | Planning | Marketing

For all your modelmaking requirements,
contact Nick McKeogh.

27-35 Bevenden St
London N1 6BH

Tel 020 7250 0530
Fax 020 7251 0134

Email studio@ pipers.co.uk

www.pipers.co.uk

10 March 2005

MODELMAKERS
t: +44 (0) 20 7739 7933

w: 3dd.co.uk

HORP

ww. atomtaieam

'ﬂwmmu
8% AR AR S I

COMBER

MODELMAKERS Tel: 020 8533 6592

LONDON ® INVERNESS

E mail: models@combermodels.demon.co.uk
QUALITY @ SPEED ™ RELIABILITY
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@Classiﬁed

T T,

wdigitalimage«

020 7613 5530
thedigitalimageco

O  PIXELASPECT
VISUALISATION & MULTIMEDIA
O INFORPIXELASPECT.COUK
WWW PIXELASPECT st
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30 COMPUTER VISUALISATION

1. 020 7636 4041

© Uniform
+44 (0) 151 709 9055
info@uniform_net
www.uniform.net

g
E

london 0208 650 2817
glasgow 0141 222 2422
www.eldi.couk info@e3dico.uk

visUAL_EYEsS @

FUALE (A 0 ERAT U8 BT ISTRR VIRl $yes MAdTa (8 48 far heThe- SHLAT

STEPHEN P. SLOPER

ARCHITECTURAL ILLUSTRATOR - EST. 1983

WATERCOLOUR, GOUACHE, DIGITAL - ALLONCD

TEL/FAX: 0113 257 1695

London 2012 Ltd. Olympic Bid Book Images. Architect: HOK SVE

Phone 01483 422070
Fax 01483422786
info@designhive.co.uk
www.designhive.co.uk

3D Architectural Advertising by

020 7234 5910

request@glass-canvas.co.uk

View more:
www.glass-canvas.co.uk

glass

www.insightintroductions.co.uk

tel: 01943 865721

i ;j,' | 151
visualisation,
animation,
website and
interactive
presentations of the
| highest quality
i !%é. PRODUCED BY
| ARCHITECTS
., competitive rates for
'iover 7 years

10 March 2005




Classified enquiries

Gemma Cook

Tel 020 7505 6816 Fax 020 7505 6750
e-mail: gemma.cook@emap.com

nstlaser
cutting
service

capital models
studio 2, the hangar
perseverance works
38 kingsland road

london E2

for a quote call now

020 7729 8660

info@capitalmodels.co.uk

Ll - ArliTAaL

SURVEYORS

DAVID HOARE

ARCHITECTURAL ILLUSTRATOR

HAND DRAWN
PERSPECTIVES
TEL/FAX 020 8852 7508

Tel/Fax: 024 7632 5059
www.ggarts.demon.co.uk

PLANS-SECTIONS-ELEVATIONS

the only professional survey practice specialising in measured building surveys for over 35 years

Michael Gallie & Partners

CHARTERED MEASURED BUILDING SURVEYORS

2 Rosebery Mews, Rosebery Road, London SW2 4DQ Tel: 020-8674-1111 Fax: 020-8671-9575

TRIBAL

M SITE PLANS
B FLOOR PLANS
B ELEVATIONS
B SECTIONS

Surveys

Tel: 01322 627800
Fax:01322 290155

survey@tribalps.co.uk
B UNDERGROUND

SERVICES C‘\ Rlcs

Offices in the South, West & North [KIIIRRE » erser o oo vt coum o

apr services

measured building surveys

topographic surveys
laser scanning
visualisation

mail@aprservices.net

www.aprservices.net

P()IN I()()LS

intcloud & mode

®
callldus measured land and building surveys
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IRetIrIng, not shy |

ast week’s most important
Lbash was thrown at the

Royal Academy (RA) to
mark Peter Davey's retirement as
editor of the Architectural Review.
The event was wildly successful,
with everyone, including the
great man himself, seeming to
enjoy themselves. The evening's
highlights included a speech from
the new president of the academy,
Nicholas Grimshaw. Bizarrely,
it emerged that a scheme - the
Nottingham factory units - by
Grimshaw’s young practice was
featured on the front of Peter’s first
edition of the AR in 1981.

| The write stuff

ir Nick pointed out that
Ssaid story was penned by

a 21-year-old Jonathan
Glancey, now of the Guardian.’|

was surprised to realise that he
was even born then," he observed.

I Slip service

ut the centrepiece of the
Bevening was a speech

from Davey, in which
he chronicled a 37-year career
in architectural journalism that
started at the AJ, where he was
technical, then news editor. An
entertaining slip-up saw Davey
refer to the RIBA as being ina
‘bit of a state’ when he took
over, when he meant the AR.
‘Actually, the RIBA's always in
something of a state,’ he said,
recovering the situation to
much amusement from the
assembled throng.

[ Presents correct ]

mong the gifts showered
Aon Davey was a collection

of writings and drawings
from 70 international luminaries.
Among the contributors
were Norman Foster, Renzo
Piano, Peter Zumthor, Stefan
Behnisch, Tadao Ando,
Christoph Ingenhoven,
Nicholas Grimshaw,
Massimiliano Fuksas, Michael
Hopkins, Michael Sorkin,
Richard Meier, Francine
Houben, Juha Leiviska and
Tod Williams and Billie Tsien.
Richard MacCormac presented
Davey with a framed drawing of
the Ruskin Library.

N
e T Seag,

spot the building

‘Spot the Building’ asks you to identify a well-known and recently
completed building. To make it just a little more difficult we have
had fun playing with the image. If you can decipher it, post your
entry to arrive by first thing on Monday morning to The Architects’
Journal, 151 Rosebery Avenue, London EC1R 4GB, or fax 020 7505
6701. The first correct entry pulled out of the hat wins a bottle of
champagne. The building featured in the last competition (AJ 3.3.05)
was In Between, London, by Annalie Riches, Silvia Ullmayer and Barti
Garibaldo. Unfortunately, none of you guessed the right answer.

| Cash cow —I

| Homes alone

his month’s edition of
Tthe AR is a bit of a cracker

~ it features four Davey
essays on the past, present and
future of world architecture.
One wag at the RA event said
that he was going to pickle his
copy in aspic to sell it on eBay
in a few years’ time. If the cheers
at the end of Peter’s speech
are anything to go by, it is
likely to be something of a
collector’s item.

[ Flights of fancy

he biggest testament
Tto Davey's career was

the sheer distance that
some people had travelled to
attend the bash, with guests
jetting in from places as far
afield as Australia, South
Africa and the US. This also
illustrates how successful Davey
was at turning the AR into a
truly successful international
magazine.

mong the guests was
Bill Dunster, of BedZED
fame, who told me how

delighted he was to get out of

the suburbs. The Surbiton-based
eco-architect is trying to get
something built in Cornwall,
where he won a competition for

a batch of rural carbon-neutral
homes last year. But interest in his
competition proposals has dried
up and now he is chatting to the
Cornwall Sustainable Building
Trust, who agreed the Duchy
needed some homes of the nature
that Bill excels at. But the land
owner is English Partnerships,

the government regeneration
quango that is wedded to working
with private developers, who

Bill claimed are not interested in
progressing his ideas.

| No Cannes do

nd so from Peter Davey's
civilised and cultured
bash at the RA to the

debauchery of Cannes, for the
international celebration of
property wealth that is MIPIM.
The first disappointment was
announced a few days before

the event got under way: a
statement from the organisers
revealed construction minister
Nigel Griffiths had cancelled his
planned trip to the Riviera due to
‘pressing parliamentary business’.
This decision will surely leave the
Gordon Brown clone with further
industry problems after he gained
the nickname the ‘seven-minute
minister’ in the autumn due to

an astonishingly short appearance
at a Labour Party Conference
fringe meeting.

I Blooming mistake

eplacing Griffiths on
Rthe Cote d’Azur will be

everyone's favourite
cabinet minister, John ‘I will
demolish most of the decent
homes in the North' Prescott. This
delightful news means delegates
can look forward to any number
of Prescottisms from Jaguar's
favourite customer. It is unlikely,
however, that over the whole
week Prescott could manage to
match last year’s winner when he
referred to Hertfordshire’s famous
Letchworth Garden City as
Letchworth Garden Centre. What
a corker... geraniums anyone?

|Damnod if he does

rescott had, however,
Palready got himself in

trouble before the bash
even kicked off. Saturday’s
Telegraph carried an article on the
extravagant lifestyle the deputy
prime minister would be leading in
the south of France. This fairly lazy
and predictable bit of journalism
chronicles the cost of the suite
of rooms his people had booked
for him and his entourage in the
Carlton Hotel in Cannes. This
seemingly is a no-win situation
for Prezza. If he were to stay at
home, he would be castigated by
the property industry for ignoring
the most important gathering
of the year, and if he attends he
gets in trouble for being easy with
taxpayers’ money. What does
the Telegraph expect? Surely its
journalists don't really want the
deputy prime minister to stay in
the Nice Airport Travelodge?

astragal
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@products

Respond to these showcases @ www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

Readers may obtain information about these products by filling in the enquiry
numbers on one of the as enquiry cards. Advertisers wishing to promote their
products on these pages should contact Gemma Cook on 020 7505 6816

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 201

The revolutionary
pre-insulated
Kingspan TEK
Building System
was chosen for

a builder’s 21st-
century design
for Kings House
in King’s Cross
Road, which
featured large
areas of window space, as the presence of so much glass meant the
traditional construction methods were out of the question,

Crossways Academy

is a new secondary
school designed by
Initiatives in Design

for the London
Borough of Lewisham.
Here Kalwall is again
creating energy-saving,
insulated interiors :
flooded with diffused natural daylight without shadows and glare.
Kalwall is changing schools and sports halls and enhancing them for
pupils. Kalwall's project-specific brochure explains why. Telephone
020 8660 7667 or visit www.stoakes.co.uk

RUUKKI UK AJ ENQUIRY NO: 203

Ruukki UK is leading
the growth in off-site
assembled building
envelope solutions.
Ruukki’s off-site roofing
element includes a
pre-installed single-ply
external membrane,
saving installation time
and cost. Its off-site 4
walling element can accommodate almost any form of conventional
cladding, including rainscreens and profiled sheets. Ruukki will be a
main sponsor of Offsite2005 at BRE, Watford, from 6-9 June.

STONE AGE

AJENQUIRY ND: 204

In recent years, the
manufacturing of stone cut

to individual commission has
become increasingly important
to Stone Age, and staircases are
a particular speciality. Stone for
staircases is not only beautiful
but also a practical choice as
many stones are extremely
durable. It is not surprising,
therefore, that entrance steps
are one of the most popular applications for stone as they provide a
formal focal point that sets the tone for the rest of the building.

INSTACOUSTIC

H&R JOHNSON AJ ENQUIRY ND: 206

Threshold Tenants Association
has undertaken a regeneration of
properties at various sites throughout |
Pimlico in south-west London to
provide good-quality social housing
accommodation. Part of this major
refurbishment involved fitting-out
flats with high-quality acoustic
flooring from InstaCoustic to ensure
that sound-insulation performance
levels, as specified by the association,
were in excess of those required by
current Building Regulations.

The Priory Green Estate, in
King's Cross, London, has
recently undergone a large
regeneration programme,
improving internal and
external conditions for

its residents. Transferred
from Islington council to
the Peabody Trust under 2 -
the Estate Renewal Challenge Fund (ERCF) programme, the project
has used tiles from leading ceramics manufacturer H&R Johnson,
creating a remarkable fascia for Hugh Cubitt House - the estate’s
new security and community centre.

MUMFORD & Wo0D

LIGNACITE AJ ENQUIRY NOD: 208

Mumford & Wood,
specialist manufacturer
of timber sash windows
and complementary
casements, entrance
doors and French
doorsets, has worked
closely with London-
based contractors in
the extensive renovation of a substantial mock-Georgian property
in Middlesex. Part of the project involved replacement of the
original single-glazed doors and windows with products from
Mumford & Wood's Conservation range,

The Roof-Block is a
common-sense, cost-
effective solution to the
long-term maintenance
and construction problems
associated with timber and
PVC-U overhangs and fascia
boards. It is a significant
building innovation that

is well engineered and
constructed from traditional materials with the potential for high life-
cycle performance. The new Roof-Block brochure detailing technical
benefits and installation instructions is now available from Lignacite.
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