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This Grade ll*-listed building in 
Bridgwater - known as the AKA 
Castle House - Is set to feature in 
the latest series of the BBC’s 
Restoration. SAW£ Britain's Heritage, 
which bought the 1B52 building for 
just £1 last year, is set to campaign 
for its renovation. SAVE director 
Adam Wilkinson argues that K 
should win the public vote due to 
its pivotai role in the development 
of the use of concrete in 
construction and because of Its 
unusual structure.Conservationists 
are particularly interested in 
elements that include structural 
post-tensioning and prefabrication. 
Wiikinson hopes the buiiding, 
which has stood vacant for the past 
20 years, can be converted into 
three flats for the local housing 
association SHAL, a project that will 
cost more than £SOO,OOO.The 
building wiil feature on BBC2 in the 
week beginning 25 July.Further 
details are available at 
www.concretecastle.com.
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CCwe hauen't lost one single client and people 

haven’t lost confidence in us. Just the opposite

Southwark council 
selects de RIjke Marsh 
Morgan's designs on the 
Elephant and Castle

poorr^ult!

LuisRIpolMsi^

Farrell in ‘conflict of interest’ row
Accusations of a con6ict of interest have 
delayed a decision to award a £60 million 
building contract to Terry Farrell, Edinbui^’s 
newly appointed urban design guru.

Edinburgh City Council was expected to 
approve a competition-winning scheme for 
CALA-Morrison by Farrell’s London practice 
to double the size of the Edinburgh Interna­
tional Conference Centre (EICC).

But last Thursday’s decision was post­
poned after council officers received letters 
about Farrell’s involvement with CALA-Mor­
rison, alleging breaches of procurement rules.

The council’s authorities have now vowed 
to investigate their competition procedures.

The CALA-Morrison consortium, which 
includes Farrell’s designs, narrowly snatched 
the competition, provoking a heated response 
from fellow competitors Wilson Bowden 
Developments and Alan Murray Architects.

In a letter sent to Edinburgh City Council, 
the competitors’ solicitor, Maclay Murray & 
Spens, claims its clients have‘serious concerns’ 
regarding the procurement procedure.

It added: ‘Our clients have drawn to our 
attention that Terry Farrell, the council’s design

czar with whom our clients were encouraged to 
speak regarding planning constraints and 
development aspects, was already at that point 
engaged by CALA as its consultant. It would 
seem to us that he and the council may have 
had some conflict of interest in this regard.’

During the two-year competition process, 
the EICC and the council considered submis­
sions from five consortia and it was hoped 
work would start in the summer of2005.

However, the council maintains that it 
adhered to the EU procurement programme 
for publicly funded projects throughout.

‘We received a letter on the day of the meet­
ing and, even though the concerns were not 
submitted in a formal way, we had a duty to 
look into them,’ a spokeswoman said. ‘The 
procurement officer will now be ensuring 
everything has been done correctly.

‘However, we followed the EU procure­
ment rules to the letter,’ she added.

A final decision about the CALA-Morrison 
scheme will not be made until the full council 
sits again on 19 August. Terry Farrell & Part­
ners refused to comment.

Farrell: serious concerns over Edinburgh role Richard Waite

RIBA set to put 
trust in Knevitt Debate wins ministerial s\fmpathy
The RIBA is on the verge of 
appointing author and fund­
raiser Charles Knevitt as the 
director of the RIBA Trust, the 
AJ has learned.

The author of many books - 
including the famous Community 
Architecture - is in contractual 
negotiations with the institute.

If successful, Knevitt will over­
see the new charitable trust, 
which, as one of three companies 
within the RIDA group, aims to 
promote architecture to the public 
at large. The appointment will end 
the one-year tenure of Roula Kon- 
zotis, who stood in when the 
original search proved fruitless.

Knevitt has long been associat­
ed with architecture and was 
involved in Prince Charles’ efforts 
to set up an alternative Classical 
architectural education system.

41 the BPchitecte' journal

Planning minister Keith Hill has expressed sympa­
thy with the Af’s Save the Clause campaign during fallacious grounds. It is alleged the countryside will be 
a special House of Commons adjournment debate ruined by a proliferation of new country houses. The

truth is that the history of our countrywide is one of 
intervention, whether through enclosure, agricul- 

_ tural change, or the encroachment of 
industry and suburbia.

‘Too often the altering of the char­
acter of the countryside has been an 
unhappy story, but the great land­
scape designers - Bridgeman, Kent, 

Brown, Repton - and the owners of estates have 
shaped landscapes that we regard as quintessentiaily 
English in their beauty and cherish as our heritage.

‘I do very much hope, therefore, that my right 
honorable friends will reconsider their position on 
the country house exception. 1 know that my honor­
able friend the minister appreciates the importance of 
this issue and has been thinking carefully about it.

‘I can see no good arguments for discontinuing 
the exception; on the contrary, I believe that it would 
be a tragedy if we were to bring to an end our great 
history of country house building,’ Howarth added.

1 July 2CO^

‘The exception has been attacked on a number of

on Tuesday.
The minister, responding to a speech by AJ sup­

porter Alan Howarth MP, said he agreed that there 
was a strong case that ‘cutting-edge design - 
could be help)ed along by big private 
initiatives’.

And Hill also confirmed that there 
was still hope of agovemmeni U-tum.
‘The final policy document will be 
published soon,’ he said. ‘We cannot anticipate the 
outcome but we are nearing completion.’

Speaking in favour of retaining the PPG 7 
clause, Howarth said the case for doing so was 
overwhelming.

‘An AJ appeal to reprieve the country house excep­
tion has been signed by more than 300 distinguished 
architects, planners, academics, commentators and 
others, including the members for Suffolk Coastal, tlie 
City of Chester and the Hon Member for Chipping 
Barnet,’ he told Westminster Hall.



Who are the 
stars of this 
year's National 
Homebuilder 
Design Awards?

tt\ have seen at first hand the way regeneration can
improve an area because I’ve lived in Islington for 3D years
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Gouernment to announce £12bn 
Crossrail package ‘within weeks’

ARB IN NOT GUILTY VERDia 
An ARB Professional Conduct 
Committee hearing has fourrd James 
Kennedy O'Callaghan not guilty of 
serious professional incompetence. 
The committee found that the 
principal of Gerkenwell-based 
Kennedy O'Callaghan Architects 
had no case to answer.

The government is on the verge of giving the go- 
ahead to London’s long-awaited and much-needed 
Crossrail development, the AJ has learned.

The secretary of state for transport, Alistair 
Darling, is expected to announce a raft of details 
on how the £12 billion scheme will be funded in 
the next few weeks.

Scheduling a White Paper - a move that is 
essential if the controversial project is to get the 
green light - has added new emphasis to decision­
making in the Department for Transport on the 
project’s future.

It is understood that Darling is keen to see the 
bill pass through parliament in the next session, 
a move that means his decision has to be 
announced before the House of Commons rises 
for the summer on 22 July.

A source close to the transport department told 
the AJ that funding for the project will be divided 
into three separate chunks.

Some £3 billion will come from the central 
purse, a further £3 billion from the Greater London 
Authority, and the remainder will be raised from a 
mixture of planning gain and private investment.

It is also understood that Crossrail - the feasi­
bility company assessing the venture - has started 
retendering for station designs.

If the scheme gets the go-ahead it will mean a 
host of work in the capital for architects. Practices 
commissioned to work on station designs so far 
include Ian Ritchie Architects at the Isle of Dogs; 
Weston Williamson with Aukett at Farringdon 
and Whitechapel; John McAslan + Partners at 
Paddington; Tony Meadows Associates at Bond 
Street; Wilkinson Eyre at Uverpool Street; and 
Hawkins\Brown at Tottenham Court Road.

John Smith - the project architect who worked 
on the original designs for Paddington’s Crossrail 
Station while at Alsop & Slbrmer - said it was 
good news that the project is set to be given the 
thumbs up.

‘This is pleasing for London and it is exciting 
that it might see the light of day. However, there 
have been a number of false starts before now,’ 
he warned.

Both Crossrail and the Department for Trans­
port were unavailable for comment.

REGENT PLANS TO BE HEARD
Allies and Morrison's controversial 
proposals for the Grade ll-listed 
Regent Palace Hotel in London will 
come before Westminster City 
Council’s Planning Committee today 
(1 July).TheTwentieth Century 
Society has attacked the decision to 
decide the application before the 
Listed Building Consent.

CASE UNDER THE MICROSCOPE
The ODPM Parliamentary Select 
Committee is considering 
investigating CABE, following the 
Audit Report into conflicts of interest 
earlier this month.lt is keen to assess 
the design watchdog's advice on 
the demolition of listed buildings, 
followinga letter of complaintEd Dor'f^ll

Lortdon-based Aedas is one of 
three architect practices 
shortlisted in the competition to 
redesign the West Kowloon 
Cultural District in Hong Kong. 
Foster and Partners and Cesar 
Peili& Associates have also 
submitted bids to redevelop the 
40ha City Club site. Aedas' 
masterplan includes designs for 
a concert hall, three museums, a 
water amphitheatre and a 
school of dance.lt also boasts a 
landscaped park {pictured] to 
stretch along the entire 
waterfront. Should Aedas win, 
the Richard Rogers Partnership 
would be appointed as joint 
masttrplanner ar>d Herzog & de 
Meuron awarded the design of a 
10,000-seat performance venue. 
In addition Jean Nouvel would 
be given the brief to design the 
threetheatres-Afinal decision is 
expected by December.
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Foster set to follow BedZED’s lead
The eco-developer behind Bill Dunster’s award-winning BedZED 
scheme is to team up with Foster and Partners to build 2,000 homes 
in the Thames Gateway.

Together the BioRegional Development Group and Foster are 
hoping to produce concept designs for a zero-waste, zero-carbon 
community which would house up to 5,000 people.

The unexpected collaboration follows news that Foster has joined 
forces with Jean Nouvel to develop a tower for the Bucklesbury 
House site near the Bank of England.

Only two months ago Foster also announced that he would be 
linking up with another unlikely slablemale, Frank Gehry, to 
participate in a competition to rejuvenate the Milan Fiera trade 
fair(AJ 1.4.04).

This latest project, Z-squared, is among the first major schemes 
aimed at regenerating more than l.OOOha of brownfield land 
alongside the Thames - an area stretching from Tower Bridge 
to Thurrock,

The concept will use information gathered from BioRegional’s 
successful BedZED development - the Beddington Zero Energy

Development, Wallington, Surrey - which won the sustainability 
prize at last year’s RIBA Awards.

Other partners on the One Planet Living project include the 
World Wide Fund for Nature, Fulcrum Consulting and Cyril Sweet.

In the coming months BioRegional will be working with the 
Thames Gateway London Partnership of local authorities to identify 
a site for the Z-squared proposal and hopes to secure support from a 
consortium of industry, local government and NGO partners.

A spokeswoman for BioRegional said: ‘We are pretty sure the 
I'hames Gateway project will happen if we get the investors on board.

‘Z-squared will turn information and ideas on waste manage­
ment and resource efficiency into a living, working example of 
sustainable living for 5,000 people within Europe’s largest regenera­
tion area.’

If it gets off the ground, the Z-Squared project may become just 
one in a chain of green-powered communities across Europe.

Last week BioRegional began discussions with the Welsh Devel­
opment Agency to find a location for a new 1,000-home eco-village.

Richard Waite

Ice work if you can get it: designs sought for Antarctic challenge
An international competition has been 
launched to design a new research station in 
the Antarctic. Located on a fioating ice shelf, 
the current British Antarctic Survey (BAS) 
centre needs to be replaced before it drifts off 
on an iceberg.

The new scientific complex must be self- 
sufficient, able to withstand temperatures of 
minus 30“C, and capable of migrating nearly 
400m on ice floes each year. The structure 
should also have minimal impact on Antarcti­
ca’s pristine environment.

Linda Capper from the BAS said: ‘It is an 
environmentaJ and technical challenge. The 
design will have to look at ways of overcoming 
the moving ice-shelf and the 1.5m of snow 
which falls on the station every year.’

At the moment the main accommodation 
blocks, which house up to 52 scientists, are lift­
ed above the snowline on stilts vshich are 
jacked up when needed. Other temporary 
buildings and garages are fitted with skis and 
can be pulled free from drifts.

Capper added: ‘This is the fifth station on

the site and we know what things work. But we 
don’t want to be too prescriptive about the 
solutions. We have an opportunity to get 
something really special.’

The BAS, which is government funded, is 
looking to ship the new building to the South 
Atlantic before 2009.

The competition, organised by the RIBA, is 
initially calling for expressions of interest from 
multi-design teams. For details on how to 
enter contact Linda Roberts at the RIBA Com­
petitions Office on 0113 2341335.

B ' tine architects' journal 1 July SOOA



Farretl to follow IMash 
through London

PRIMROSI HIU

LONDON ZOO
Terry Farrell & Partners yesterday unveiled its proposal for a new 
walk through the heart of central London/The Nash Ramblas'.

The ambitious proposal - which loosely aims to fallow a series 
of 19t h-century John Nash buildings - comes on the back 
of the publicity surrounding Farrell's concept of 
turning the Euston Road into the London version of 
the Champs Elyses fast year (AJ 23.01.03).

The new route - which has been developed following 
the success of the Queen Elizabeth Walk on the South 
Bank - will take in Primrose Hill, St James's Park and 
Trafalgar Square.

The scheme includes the wholesale relocation of London Zoo.the 
proposals being drawn up for the 2012 Olympic bid, direct access and 
crossings on the Euston Road and to Regents Park 
Tube, and a central walk down Portland Place.

The project also alms to take ad vantage of planned improvements 
drawn up by the Crown Estates for Regent Street and changes to 
Oxford Circus proposed by the New West End Company.

Farrell argues that the scheme will bring coherence 
to the many Improvement proposals under way in 
central London and will also add a'spine'to the various Olympic 
events set to be dotted about the capital.

The scheme has also won the backing of London 
mayor Ken Livingstone, the RIBA and local business 
interest groups.

REGENT'S PARK
?

PARK CRESCENT 
a PARK SQUARE PORTLAND PLACE

OXFORD CRCUS

REGENT STREET

PKCAOHLVCIRCUS
WATERLOO PLACE

ft <
♦V.

Court challenge will end 
Part 3, claims Salisbury

SIZE MATTERS FOR MVRDV'S 
SERPENTINE GALLERY PLANS
The AJ has learned that MVRDV's 
proposed pavil ion for the 
Serpentine Gallery is set to be 
'bigger than anything that has 
gone before'.The Dutch-based 
practice is set todesign the gallery's 
first winter pavilion.a move that 
surprisedtraditionalists that have 
grown used to the summer events. 
A source told the AJ that designs for 
the structure are 'much bigger'than 
the gallery's authorities had 
expected. MVRDV's appointment 
follows the success of previous 
years when Oscar Niemeyer.Toyo 
Ito and Zaha Hadid all designed 
pavilions to widespread acclaim.

ARB rebel Ian Salisbury has 
predicted lhat the board wijJ 
soon be forced to abandon the 
Part 3 qualification.

The RIBA presidential 
candidate has revealed details 
of legal advice that warns the 
board’s bosses that, if the Part 3 
requirement is challenged in 
the courts, it will have to be 
abandoned.

The advice says that, because 
foreign-qualified architects that 
come to the UK are unrequited 
to lake Part 3, there is no 
legal reason why British-trained 
architects should be forced to 
take the qualification.

In a written statement, Sails- Salfsbury. 'ChangeistrTevftable' 
bury said he believed the change 
was inevitable, especially since the proportion of 
foreign architects using this loophole has 
increased to 20 per cent of the total registering 
each year.

‘I have seen a copy of that advice,’ he wrote, ‘and 
it seems to me to be quite wrong for the ARB to be 
insisting that UK candidates present Part 3 qualifi­
cations given the advice the board has received.’

But the Oxford-based practitioner added that 
he believes the potential change would benefit 
the RIBA.

‘I see every advantage in draw­
ing a distinction between the 
stature of a mere registered archi­
tect and the gold standard of being 
a chartered architect,’ he said.

‘Moreover, the distinction 
will do the institute a great deal 
of good as soon as the public 
begin to appreciate that there is 
a substantial difference between 
the two.

‘It will also maintain the 
attraction of the institute to 
overseas members unable to 
obtain a similarly high profes­
sional standing in their own 
countries,’ Salisbury added.

However, the ARB’s chief 
executive Robin Vaughan insist­
ed that there was a little chance

VOTING SLIP ERROR HOLDS 
UP RIBA ELECTION RACE
The results of the RIBA presidential 
election will be delayed for up to 
two weeks following problems 
with the international ballot 
papers.lt is understood that the 
organisation charged with 
arranging the election, the 
Electoral Reform Society,failed to 
send out the international voting 
slips intimeforthemallto be 
returned.The RIBA has promised 
that candidates Simon Foxeil, 
Richard Saxon,Valerie Owen, Brian 
Godfrey, Jack Pringle and Ian 
Salisbury will be told who will 
succeed George Ferguson by the 
beg i nn i ng of next week.

the srx:hitectB’ journal 17

of change.
‘We last looked at this back in 2000 and we 

agreed with the RIBA that the current setup is 
completely acceptable and we see no reason why 
this should have changed,’ he said.

‘I also find it interesting that many of the 
foreign architects that come to this country 
choose to do Part 3 even though they do not have 
to, because they think it is such a good thing,’ 
he added.

Ed Donr^ll
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DCMS unveils new 
heritage reforms
Heritage minister Andrew McIn­
tosh has unveiled the results of 
public consultation into pro­
posed changes to the listed 
building system.

McIntosh also revealed further 
details of proposed reforms 
and the impact the Department 
for Culture, Media and Sport 
(DCMS) hopes they will have on 
architecture and construction.

The package includes impor­
tant new rights for owners of 
old properties, including statutory 
consultation on decisions to spot- 
list and a new riglit of appeal.

Other reforms include the cre­
ation of a new 'super register’ of all 
protected buildings, monuments, 
parks, gardens and battlefields - 
a move that v«^ backed by 85 per 
cent of consultees.

Most significantly, responsibil­
ity for designation decisions will 
be transferred from the DCMS to 
English Heritage ‘subject to cer­
tain important newsaft^uards’.

McIntosh said he was pleased 
about the proposed changes. ‘Our 
current system of heritage protec­
tion is second to none,’ he said. ‘If 
it did not exist, the landscape of 
England would be a vastly differ­
ent, and an infinitely poorer one.

‘But improvements can be 
made. There is too much overlap 
between safeguards and not 
enough transparency. We need a 
more open, more effective system.

‘We need to manage change to 
ensure old buildings and public 
spaces are put to productive new 
uses, while retaining a robust level 
of protection for our assets,’ McIn­
tosh added. ‘We need to breathe 
new life into an old regime’

McIntosh also announced that 
the changes would take the form 
of a White Paper, which would be 
published after a series of English 
Heritage pilot exercises currently 
under way (AJ11.3.04).

Results justify shake-up 
claims new Aukett chief
The Aukett Group’s new chief executive, Jose 
Luis Ripoll, has claimed poor results revealed last to design the headquarters for insurance giant 
week justify the shareholder revolt that shook Norwich Union, 
the company back in April.

On Thursday the international group of ‘It’s very good that the new projects have come 
architects and engineers ann­
ounced losses of £100,000 for 
the first six months of this 
year, compared with a profit 
of £270,000 in the same peri­
od in 2003.

However, Ripoll is confi­
dent in his ability to turn 
things round and he is 
adamant that the disappoint­
ing figures are proof that 
tough action was needed.

‘1 didn’t need these 
results to show me we were 
doing the right thing, but if 
we had any doubts then, it’s 
very clear now,’ he said.

‘The only thing I can
never forgive myself for is Rtpoll;'! should have done it six monOis ago' 
not having done this before.
I should have done it six months ago.’

And he pointed out that in the 12 weeks since 
the Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM),
Aukett has already taken on 31 major new pro­
jects with fees totalling £6 million.

Among these successes is a major commission

‘Defeat is not an option,’ Ripoll added.

so early after the EGM and 
it shows the changes have 
been well received by the 
market.

‘We haven’t lost one 
single client and people 
haven’t lost confidence in 
us. Just the opposite.’

One of RipoU’s main 
aims is to unify all the arms 
of the business, particularly 
outside the UK, and as a 
result he has appointed 
Brussels-based Steven Beck­
ers as managing director of 
all European operations.

‘Before we had just a 
bunch of European practices 
working on their own,’ 
Ripoll said. ‘And, though 

some were very successful, there was no connec­
tion between them.

‘We want a sharing of knowledge, a sharing of 
information and a sharing of skills,’ he added.

Richarcj Waite

Lord Falconer closes door on new Supreme Court
hall or the new wing of Somerset 
House in the Strand.

A spokesman for Falconer 
said'.’Nothing has been absolutely 
ruled out forever.

‘It is possible neither of the 
sites is sustainable, but part of 
the thinking is that we have to get 
on with this,’ he added. ‘It is not 
the case either that the decision is 
just about money, but that is 
important.’

Last year RIBA president 
George Ferguson wrote to Fal­

coner outlining his support for 
a new courthouse.

However, speaking last week, 
he said he was not surprised by 
the decision. ‘A fresh start would 
have been my preference, but 
I accept the practicalities,’ Ferg­
uson said.

‘Though it’s an opportunity 
lost to build, it’s also an oppor­
tunity gained to do something 
with an historic building.

‘If it’s a second best, it is a good 
second best,’ he added.

The new Supreme Court is 
unlikely to get its own, purpose- 
built home.

The Lord Chancellor’s 
Department seems to have ruled 
out building a major new court 
complex to house the flagship 
of Tony Blair’s constitutional 
reforms.

Appearing before the House of 
Commons’ Constitutional Affairs 
select committee. Lord Falconer 
revealed that he now favours a 
move to either Middlesex Guild-

Pcter Preston designed this cafe, gallery and apartment space as part of his 
final design module in his first-year at Liverpool John Moores University.
He took the idea of a window as an element similar to the frame of a picture. 
Each window is, therefore, at a different height from the others, so that both 
children and adults can enjoy a different perspective. In addition, each 
window is different. Preston designed the scheme using ArchiCAD,and 
rendered it in Artlantis.His tutor was Robert MacDonald.
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student Showcase is sponsored by Students'Unhn, a website 
set up by Union in association with The Architects'Journal at 
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who said what vital statistics
‘If we had a truly mature architectural culture, would 

one Royal Academician (Sir Nicholas Grimshaw) be 

willing to make a mess of a listed building by another 

(H T Cadbury-Brown), at the request of a client (the 

Royal College of Art) that should know better?’

• The civil service is defying 
its pledge to move out of 
London. Since the beginning of 
the year, government and 
public bodies have accounted 
for 36 per cent of all office 
space take-up in the West End.
• Five times as many 
tornadoes hit the UK than 
the US every year, according to 
research by geographers at 
Leeds University. Nearly 100 
twisters strike our shores each 
year. However,fewreachthe 
480km/h speeds reported in 
America.
• The managing director 
of housebuilder Berkeley 
Group,Tony Pidgley, is set to 
earn £24 million from his 
personal stake in the company. 
Berkeley Group rejected a 
management buyout and 
decided to hand £1.4 billion 
back to its shareholders in 
dividends.
• Nearly400 televisions have 
been ordered for the new 
Scottish Parliament building 
at Holyrood.The screens will 
add another £663,000 to the 
project, which has already 
cost £431 million.

Alan Powers. Spectator. 2B.6.04

‘The National Theatre has 

always divided people, 
floating above the river like 

a temple or goose turd, 
according to which way you 

look at it’
Hermione Eyre. loS. 27.6.04

‘VUe have never had a purpose for 
planning in the UK - we have had 
a system without a purpose’
RTPI president Mike Hayes, Guardian, 23,6.04

‘While Selfridges is 
certainly an asset 
to Birmingham, 
should it not raise 
concerns that the 
most talked about 
building in the 
region is a shop?’
Ian Saunders of D5 Architects. 
Birmingham Post, 24.6.04
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thrislington cubicles
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We’ve buried some little 

treasures in Oasis Glass. 

Specialty produced ceramic 

glass that cannot be seen 

through. The pivoted doors 

eliminate large metal 

patches. Vertical posts are 

suspended from the 

headrail which hides our 

unique patented hydraulic 

door closer. Feet are set 
out of sight from front view. 

So all you do see is glass, 

glass and more glass.
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Stainless steel lock is easy to use for 

the disabled. Nylon edge carmot 

scratch receiver

Top pivoted doors enable minimal 

stainless sted strips instead of large, 

unsightly metal patches.

CNC turrted stairtless steel feel. Bolted Into the floor end set 

out of sight 20l>Tvn. beck from front of cubicle.

enquiry 15 on card

www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect



. vV ,

THEWAY we iwt NOW

DEVCLOPMeNTOFTHEVEAB

waters Edge,Shaldon,Devon

partnership rot

9.BESTM1XED-DSE
development
GuawharfQuayi.Pomniov..h Harr»^t\ Sutton
AmosPan'^f^‘'‘P^®^ Midas Homes
Berkeley Homes „ ^est LANDSCAPING OF
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OEVeiOPMENT .„_CW6 Snowdenhaml
BeaufortCourLUHteRo®^^'^'^®'^^^ MWRfotMichaelWWon

FeildenCleggBradleyfor

7"«*aHous.Na

Collison Place,London N>6

julianCowieArchitectsfor

10 Hall.Btamley.Surrey

THEYEAR
Accordla. Cambridge
Mder^OeggBradleyfor

CountrysideProperties
i July 2CD0-^

Space Homes
■ journel

141 the architects



1. BEST HOUSE (3 storeys or more) 
TheHazehine.KingsHiit Park. Kant 
Claguefor Environ Sunley
2. BEST INTERIOR DESIGN 
HufHaus
Peter Huf for Huf Haus
3. BEST RENOVATION AND 
CONVERSION
100 Westminster Bridge Road, 
LondonSE1
Assael Architecture few Crest Nicholson
4. BEST RETIREMENT 
DEVELOPMENT
Bemerton Farm, Salisbury Wiltshire 
ALP Architects for fieechcroft 
Developments

5. BESTHOUSE(1or2storeys) 
House Three at Petersham.Surrey 
Terry Farrell & Partners for 
Berkeley Homes
6. BEST APARTMENT BUILDING 
Brewery Square, London EC1 
Hamilton Associates for 
Berkeley Homes
7. BEST HOUSE OFTHEFUTURE 
The Hazeltine,Kings Hill Park, Kent 
Clague for Environ Sunley
8. BEST USE OF A BROWNFIELD SITE 
Angel Waterside, London N t 
(formerly known as Harris Wharf) 
Pollard Thomas Edwards Architects 
for Groveworld a nd PTE Property

a ^
^■1 I

.ii

I

ip!

The winners of the the Mail on Sunday National Homebuilder Design Awards 2004, 
sponsored by The Architects’ Journal, were announced last Friday. Michael Manser 
chaired a panel of judges which included John Assael, Robert Adam and AJ editor 
Isabel Allen. For more information visit www.newhomesuk.info
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ADVERTISING FEATURE•••

GRIFFITHS & ARMOUR HAVE RECENTLY 
LAUNCHED ARCHWAY, A NEW PI INSURANCE 
FACILITY FOR UK ARCHITECTS'G&A

Andy Johnstone answers 
some questions on the 
reasons for the creation of 
Archway and what G&A 
can offer Architects in the 
PI market.

Q G&A*s name is synonymous with 
consulting engineers. Why the move into 
architects ?

A We are often approached by architects, but 
we have always supported what was the 
official RIBA Scheme, and until recently 
have not felt it was necessary to create any 
alternative arrangements.

Q So, what has changed to cause you to 
launch Archway?

A A number of factors. The perception, which 
we have gleaned from speaking to architects 
in recent years, is a growing level of 
dissatisfaction over the service levels, and 
the brokers who run the scheme do not seem 
to support it in the way that, for example, we 
support our Scheme for Members of the 
Association of Consulting Engineers.

Andy Johnstone hss been a PartnerelGAA since 1991

However, the launch was fairiy low key. as 
we see this as a long-term project. We do not 
expect dramatic growth, but are anticipating 
a steady increase. However, Archway is 
available automatically up to a £5m limit 
(but higher limits are not a problem) and that 
in itself may accelerate the growth.

5 years ago, you find that there is no 
insurance protection, as it has been 
specifically excluded.

Q So what are G&A bringing to the table?Q How does that actually affect Architects?

A Again. I think it is a combination of things. 
Stability, understanding, high levels of 
service, contract review, very wide cover 
and. last but not least, the creation of firm 
foundations so that we are around to 
continue to look after architects for the next 
50 years plus, as indeed we have been able to 
do for consulting engineers

A I think it affects them in a number of ways. 
First of all, it can weaken the arrangement to 
the point where it is no longer effectively a 
scheme. Secondly, it may put more p>ower in 
the hands of the underwriter, who then 
begins to exercise that power by increasing 
premiums and introducing exclusions and 
restricdtHis.

Q What is the main feature of Archway?

A In a nutshell, it is that we select insurer 
partners who we are confident will be around 
to pay the claims in anything up to 10 years' 
time, and that they go out of their way to 
understand what architects actually do. The 
term “architect" covers a vast array of 
activities, and consequently many levels of 
risk. It is important that insurers understand 
the different work stages for example, and 
ap{Meciate the risks in architectural activities. 
No two architects are the same.

Q When did you launch Archway, and can 
you tell me a bit more about U?

Q That leads me to ask whether there is a 
conflict with your looking after engineers 
and architects on the same project?

A We actually launched Archway in response 
to a need in Ireland 7 years ago, and it has 
proved a great success. My colleagues in our 
Dublin office now look after a significant 
number of architects.

A We look after just under 500 architects at 
present, including some of the larger firms. 
In that period, we have obviously come 
across situations where both the architect and 
engineer on a [Hoblem job are clients of ours, 
but we have never had any difficulties. We 
have panels of experienced experts and 
lawyers at our disposal, and we obviously 
ensure complete separation for 
confidentiality reasons within the office.

Q Do you think the official scheme will fall 
into disrepute?

Here in the UK, we have almost 100 people 
dealing exclusively in PIl fev the 
construction [Hofessions, and we look after 
over 3,000 professional practices. We have 
run schemes for many years, and indeed the 
ACE Scheme is probably the longest running 
facility in the UK, and is much admired. 
Archway is modelled on the ACE Scheme.

A I certainly hope not. In my view, 
competition is healthy, and 1 am a firm 
believer in choice. Unfortunately, in this day 
and age, choice is too often just another word 
for price, and whilst 1 quite understand that 
cost is important, it is certainly not the sole 
factor in the decision process. There is no 
point, for example, buying a PI policy fix a 
lower premium, if when a claim is made 
against you for specifying composite panels

Q Architects often express the view that the 
insurance industry does not use claims to 
he^ them manage their practices. Is this a 
fair criticism?

After its success in Ireland, we introduced 
Archway into the UK earlier this year.

For further information please contact Andy Johnstone at Griffiths & Armour. Drury House, 19 Water Street. Liverpool L2 ORL.

Griffiths & Armour Professional Risks acts as manager to the professional indemnity division of Griffiths & Armour.
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The way forward for Architects

A Generally speaking, I think it is a valid 
criticism, but one which we at G&A spend a 
huge amount of time countering. We have 
Specialist staff whose role is to help our 
clients manage their risks. We run 
workshops, seminars, and produce booklets, 
literature, CD Roms and videos, all aimed at 
providing feedback on the lessons which can 
be learned from claims.

possible to identify some useful factors 
which have value to all architects.

the Capital of Culture is long overdue, as we 
are immensely fortunate to have some 
wonderful examples of architects' creative 
abilities.
development over the new few years are 
exciting.

Insurance is a simple industry. The phrase 
“we are all in this together” is very true, and 
the more we can do to help architects avoid 
claims into the future, whether clients of ours 
or not, the better.

The plans for the City’s

Our centre of excellence for architects is 
based in our Liverpool head office, but our 
offices in Manchester and Watford are 
staffed by fully trained PI brokers.

Q Where is G&A's main office?

It has always seemed to me that even though 
claims can be very individual, it is usually

A We started life in 1934 in Liverpool. I 
happen to believe that LiverjKwl’s award of Q A pointed question now. Are the premiums 

always going to be cheaper than anywhere 
else?

A It may surprise you when 1 say the answer to 
that is no. There will undoubtedly be some 
architects whose sole focus is cost, but as I 
mentioned earlier, that is not the whole story.

There are a great many architects who value 
the day-to-day service, the way in which we 
review contracts on their behalf, the way we 
settle claims and arrange for robust defences 
if appropriate, and the knowledge that we 
bring to the table. We will certainly be able 
to help those firms who do not worship the 
god of premium and. in my experience, once 
appointed, together we will forge a very 
strong partnership with insurers which if our 
experience with consulting engineers is 
anything to go by, will stand the test of time.

Q if any architect wants to know any more, 
what should they do?

A Well for a start, I hope they do not wait until 

2 days bef<H% their renewal date! My advice 
to architects is quite simple.

First, make it clear to your existing broker 
that you want renewal terms at least 3 weeks 
in advance of renewal, then start discussions 
with any potential new adviser at least 8 
weeks before renewal date. Finally, do not 
involve more than 2 brokers - the market is 
too small, and you risk damaging your 
reputation.

Making decisions on PII caiuiot be taken too 
lightly, and everyone needs a little time to 
weigh up all the factors - I dare say 
architects would not be very pleased if, 
having entered into competition, they found 
that a decision had been made in S minutes!

Q How can they contact O&A?

A In the first instance ctHitact me by fax, phone 
or email, as below, and I or one of my team 
will talk through the issues and provide any 
necessary advice and support. ■

OrttnOi* 4 Annour /Mr* produced a sah*s otpubttcmtfona and guidanea notes to accompany the Archway Schama

Direct Tel No: 0151 600 2006 Fax No: 0151 227 2216 Email: a}ohnstone@ganda-group com

Griffiths & Armour and Griffiths &ArrTK>ur Professional Risks Ltd are members of the General Insurance Startdards Council.
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Leading the way with designs
With a string of projects 
by high-profile architects 
UK housing associations 
are having an impact on 
design and helping to 
improve standards 
across the board.
□r are they?
David Taylor reports

Have housing associations overtaken volume 
housebuilders when it comes to design? ‘I 
think there are beacons and stars in the hous­
ing regeneration area but there is still a lot of 
mediocrity,’ says Simon AUford of Allford 
Hall Monaghan Morris. ‘We’ve been fortu­
nate to work with some of the best in 
Rowntree and the Peabody Trust, who have 
been caned in the press as being innovative 
but over-budget, but who have set new stan­
dards or, in a sense, returned to old standards 
in terms of offering bi^er, better flats.

Pankaj Patel of Patel Taylor agrees that 
housing associations such as Peabody have 
been an ‘incredible influence’ but that they 
are ‘a rare example, putting money in and 
trying new methods out, as at Murray Grove 
(in London’s Hackney], which was fantastic.’ 
Housing associations and private developers 
are stiU neglecting external space, says Patel, 
and one has to look abroad for exemplars of 
high-density living. ‘There are enough 
examples of Span housing and Edwardian 
blocks - we need to pump up the density to 
make it work again.’

David Birkbeck, chief executive of pressure 
group Design for Homes, reports that many 
housing associations ‘remain very conserva­
tive about what they do’, fearful of finding 
unconventional property difficult to let.

New Housing Corporation chief eJKcutive 
Jon Rouse plays down the role of radical 
design innovation in new affordable housing.

Yes, outflts such as Peabody have scooped 
architecture awards but they have been scold­
ed by regulators for spending too much on 
innovation and too little on existing housing 
stock. ‘There is a question about how far we 
step out in innovation in a sector that aims 
to provide people with places to live,’ Rouse 
has said.

Peabody development director Dickon 
Robinson feels that organisations such as his 
have pushed housebuilders Into producing 
better schemes, but that CABE has also 
played a key role. Peabody projects such as 
Lillie Road and BedZed have scooped 
awards, but the bigger fish have also turned 
to better products and, overall, housing has 
improved in the past five years.

Sign of the times
Robinson suspects that the emphasis on 
design is simply a sign of the times. Econom­
ic conditions in the 1990s meant not much 
was built and the 1980s were still in the 
shadow of unsuccessful housing from the 
previous decades. Now we are seeing inno­
vation in both housing association schemes 
and commercial projects.

David Levitt of Levitt Bernstein hails the 
improvements in developers’ output, but both 
he and Robinson agree that the better schemes 
are concentrated in the major urban centres, 
and that it has been an urban, rather than a 
suburban or rural, change. He points to

ISjthe architects’ journal



on home improvement
‘incredible successes’ such as Coin Street, per­
haps possible because of the high value of the 
land, but also exceptions, like St George’s 
unfortunate ‘flirtation’ with Broadway 
Malyan at Vauxhall. Patel expects other, bi^er 
developers to muscle in on more residential 
work in the future. Chelsfield, not renowned 
for housing, has developed extensive residen­
tial schemes at Paddington Basin using 
architects such as Munkenbeck + Marshall 
and Jestico + Whiles.

Ritchie on the Potters’ Fields site, stuck at 
appeal stage on ‘political’ grounds. Berkeley’s 
managing director Alisdair Chant denies that 
this is a bid to keep up with an agenda set by 
housing associations. Berkeley, he maintains, 
was always ‘one step ahead of the game any­
way’. ‘ I’m aware of Dickon Robinson’s agenda,’ 
he says. ‘Whether or not it’s been a success I 
couldn’t say - whether it’s generated profits, 
whether people enjoy living in them or they 
are a good investment In terms of life-cycle 
costing, I don’t know.’

What Chant has noticed is a shift to larger- 
scale mixed-use urban developments during 
the past five years, where architectural quality 
has ‘lifted considerably.’ Berkeley is involved 
with another scheme which should advance 
housing quality further, having been short­
listed against four other teams featuring 
developers including Quintain Estates, 
Countryside Properties and Stanhope to look 
at sites, probably using architect PRP and 
others, in a London-wide initiative being run 
by English Partnerships. The pilot scheme 
aims to create a development mechanism 
capable of fast-tracking more than 15,000 
new key-worker homes in the next five years.

So there are developer beacons for innova­
tion. There are concerns too, however, such as 
Robinson’s, that UK housebuilders are actu­
ally building smaller properties. The RICS 
survey which said Uiat internal space has 
diminished by 10 per cent since 1980 (when

the Parker Morris standards were abolished), 
is only part of the picture, however. According 
to Birkbeck, Berkeley, for example, used to 
build two-beds at 60-65mS but now does so at 
100m% and one association - Downland 
Housing Association - builds at Parker Mor­
ris standards plus 10 per cent ‘on the sly'.

Sunny outlook?
On balance, Robinson claims to be ‘reason­
ably optimistic that the quality of product is 
improving’, adding: ‘ I like to think that hous­
ing associations like us have been influential, 
but whether we can make excessive claims - 
CABE has been just as influential.’ Birkbeck’s 
view on associations having an effect is differ­
ent. ‘It’s crap’, he says. ‘Absolute crap.’

True, Peabody has excelled in looking at 
sustainability to progress things such as 
BedZed. But, in reality, although Birkbeck 
took Bill Dunster to talk to more than 80 
developers about the scheme and they 
understood it, they were far too ‘cut-throat’ 
to form the necessary cooperatives to build 
similar schemes in bulk.

In the end, Countryside, Wimpey, Crest 
Nicholson, Berkeley, are all lifting quality - but 
only where they have good development 
directors. ‘At least we’ve got to the stage where 
they’re not questioning “do we have to use 
architects?” but “which is the right architect to 
choose?T says Birkbeck. ‘That’s pretty good 
news for consultants.’

Brand values
This is what Birkbeck characterises as devel­
opers differentiating themselves by the 
standards of architects they use - which stems 
from consternation in the boardrooms over 
how to sell to a new market. Where before the 
traditional housebuilders were aiming their 
products at Express or Mail readers, says Birk­
beck, nowadays their buyers read The Times 
and the Telegraph - even the Guardian. So the 
product has shifted from the standard boxes 
to ‘places’, large developments and marinas. 
Simon Allford points to Berkeley Homes’ 
Brewery Square scheme in London’s Clerken- 
well, ‘inspired’ by Erick van Hgeraat and 
designed by Hamilton Associates, as a prime 
example of product differentiation.

Berkeley prides itself on the architects it 
uses - including Sheppard Robson on a new 
residential joint venture with the Royal Bank 
of Scotland near the Bank of England, and Ian

DOES PREFABRICATION PAY
Both housing associations and private developers have been experimenting with 
prefabrication. KeyexperimentsiniliatedbyPeabodyinctudeMurrayGrove.Carlwright 
Pickard's 30 unit modular housing scheme in Hackney which was erected in todays, 
and Ra)rtesCourt,alsoin Hackney, by Allford Hail Morraghan Morris. Simon Allford says 
the lessons learned are as important as the relative successes of individual schemes. At 
Raines Court the practice catalogued all the difficult etements.such as the percentage 
of the modules which were actually pre clad, to help the industry learn.
The lessons learned at Raines Court liar kft) ate currently being taken on board with 
AHMM's Momo project, another prefabricated housing scheme beirtg designed in 
conjunction with a shipping container firm (left).

Berkeley Partnership Homes has just completed Salamanca Square,a mixed private 
and affordable housing scheme designed by Rolfe Judd on Lorsdon's Albert 
Embankment which uses modular bathroom pods. Managing director Alisdair Chant 
explains: We wanted to see if there were savings on site associated with cutting the 
trades invc^vedwith bathrooms traditionally. Is this going to save lime? Yes it does. Is it 
going to have fewer defects? We ll have to wait and see.'
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editorial letters

Housing winners show the positives 
hut let’s not get too carried away

Judging the National Homebuilder Awards (pages 14- 

15) is a dubious privilege. Each of the three category 

winners, which have been published as AJ building 

studies,offers a particular cause for hope.
First there is the Terry Farrell-designed development 

of three luxury courtyard homes at Petersham in Surrey, 
winner of the Best House category (AJ 4.12.03). It has 

everything you would expect of award-winning 

architecture: a big name architectan extravagant price tag 

(the advertised guide price is £4 million a throw) and a one- 
off design.The surprise is the developer - Berkeley Homes; 
an indication that the most massive of mass house­
builders is beginning to grasp the commercial worth of 
linking with top-end architects. Berkeley, which has just 
announced its intentions to pull out of'traditional'house- 
building, has learnt that there are more subtle ways to add 

value than by ramping up the square footage or the 

number of luxury appliances.
Second,and at the opposite end of the spectrum,there is 

Feilden Clegg Bradley's Beaufort Court in south-west 
London, winner in the category for best social housing 

development (AJ 16.10.03). Innovative in terms of 
construction and as architecturally ambitious asany ofthe 

winning projects, it is one of several high-profile schemes 

commissioned by the Peabody Trust and proof positive 

that social housing is no longer the Cinderella ofthe 

industry. Third is Angel Waterside,a residential 
development in Islington designed by Pollard Thomas 

Edwards and deemed by the Judges to be the best 
example of a development on a brownfield site (see pages 

26-37).Quirky and highly site-specific,the project wasco- 
developed by the architect Itself.

When Will there be an 
end to Alsop’s jokes?
For goodness sake, when is the 
architectural press going to stop 
publishing the work of Will 
AJsop (Tabletop Building, 
Toronto, AJ 24.6.04)? WeVe 
heard that joke before (multi­
coloured slab hovering on 
wacky sticky-out-legs) and 
frankly 1 didn’t find it funny or 
clever the first time around. It is 
a while since we’ve heard the one 
about the amorphous shaped 
blobs, but that one never seems 
to get built. When he does man­
age to have a new idea, I’m sure 
you will let us know; meanwhile, 
please don’t bother.
RoyMittins 
London N8

reservations about the ugly skirt 
area of the new building.

At night it is particularly 
depressing - and somewhat 
creepy. The innovative discs 
suddenly terminate and a great 
opportunity has been lost either 
to introduce display windows or 
restaurants to brighten up a dis­
mal area in the heart of the city.

I claim that architecture is
only successful when a building 
is adequate both internally and 
externally at all levels and in all 
locations, during both day and 
night.

Unfortunately, small models 
and computer-generated views 
do not address many of the 
important minutiae of buildings 
(and avant-garde bridges) for 
the human beings close to the 
structures at ground level. 
Clients beware!

Selfridges' skirt fails 
to lift the spirits
Joe Holyoak is to be congratulat­
ed on his letter about the Self­
ridges building in Birmingham 
(AJ 24.6.04). I had been tempt­
ed to address a similar theme 
myself.

Delayed at New Street Sta­
tion, an architectural disgrace, 
for 90 minutes, I ventured out at 
about 7.30pm to explore the 
environs between the Selfridges 
building and the pre-existing 
St Martins Church - now domi­
nated by the department store. 

Isat)@l Allan Mr Holyoak and 1 share major

John Stubb
Barton-on-Sea, HampshireTaken together these three projects suggest that private 

housebuilders,housing associations and architects 

themselves are starting to challenge the misapprehension 

that, when it comes to housing,supplyand construction 

can be treated as distinct from design. Butthe flagship 

projects which make the headlines give a misleadingly 

optimistic Impression ofthe Industry as a whole. You may 

have reservations about some of the winning projects - 

but you should have seen the ones which got away.

Education needs time 
to take its course
Havingjust picked upan old copy 
of the AJ (12.2.04) and read the 
various views expressed on the 
effects top-up fees are likely to 
have on the fUture of architectur­
al education, I would like to add 
my own comments.

Problems such as this are self- 
induced: we invite upon our­
selves negative economic pres-
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Housebuilders not solely 
to blame for urban blight
Just read your leader in 10 June 
issue. Excellent summation. 
Problem is tliat Prince Charles’ 
intervention legitimised the 
British architectural wallpaper 
of two decades which now dis­
figures every town in Britain, 
which neither the RIBA, nor 
CABE, likes to acknowledge as 
the output of the lesser reaches 
of the architectural profession, 
in thrall to unenlightened clients 
desperately seeking planning 
consent. And it is still getting 
built - most annoyingly up and 
down both sides of the Thames.

When are we going to see the 
real rubbish, nearly all of it 
designed by architects, intelli­
gently critiqued so clients know 
who to avoid? It is no good just 
blaming the housebuilders - 
they did not go to architectural 
school.
Lee Mallett, Transformer 
Properties, London EC1

tions with me directly, for had he 
done so he would have saved 
your readers from being misin­
formed (Letters, AJ 17.6.04)

The Statutory Instrument 
revising the composition of the 
ARB’s professional conduct 
committee was brought in by 
the government on the fast track 
after many months of inactivity. 
I am no expert in parliamentary 
procedure, but my MP, Evan 
Harris, used the words,‘unseem­
ly haste’ when he told me of his 
surprise that this procedure was 
used for what should have been 
unhurried and carefully consid­
ered business.

The matter in question, by 
those who raised the Early Day 
Motion, was the wisdom of 
retaining members of the board 
on the PCC after its enlarge­
ment. They who firstly make 
policies and then make judge­
ments on them are always open 
to the accusation that they may 
judge not by what they said but 
by what they intended to say.

The separation of the juridical 
function from the policy making 
is the essential protection against 
this injustice, long recognised in 
the maxim that nobody may 
judge in his own cause.

In deference to this legal 
principle, both the General 
Medical and the General Dental 
Councils have recently built a 
wall between their policy-mak­
ing councils and their PCCs. 
This and other human rights 
issues were discussed by the ARB 
on 23 September last year, and in 
consequence the motion to 
accept the changes was lost 4:3.

The defeat was secured by the 
chairman who, perhaps drawing 
on his expertise as a judge, 
placed his casting vote in favour 
of retaining the status quo. 
Vaughan may be able to explain 
how this was ‘an endorsement’ 
of the change, but that level of 
ingenuity is beyond me.
Ian Salisbury 
Oxford

sures, by an insufficient under­
standing and presentation of our 
very educational support. The 
blame must lie with the ARB. As a 
representative and regulatory 
body, it is not sufficiently pro­
moting the role of trained archi­
tects within wider political and 
regulatory structures.

Shortened study is just a cost­
cutting exercise; it is negative and 
should be resisted. It is on a tried- 
and-tested basis that the course is 
as long as it is. In fact, if we look 
to the continent, students in Ger­
many, Spain, France and so on 
realise that study for even longer 
than seven years is necessary. 
Closer to home, an increasing 
number of students find their 
study is shortened already 
through having to work external­
ly to fund their education.

More training could be 
argued for, which might include 
the following: more readily 
examinable aspects such as the 
stricter appl ications of geometry 
and logic (without, of course, 
attempting to kill design 
thought by excessive defining 
and delimiting); the place of 
architecture as a branch of just 
about everything else; research 
and development of materials, 
computers, perception; analysis 
and integration of current costs 
in the construction industry; the 
list goes on, and in fact so does 
architectural learning.

Erosion of the ground struc­
ture makes only for collapse. As 
my former teacher, David Dun- 
ster of the University of Liver­
pool, points out, ‘re-examina­
tion is necessary, but re-evalua­
tion of training should not 
undermine the foundations of 
what makes for good architec­
tural - and political - vision’. 
PaulLally 
Dublin

1970s. He was writing his mag­
num opus, Building systems, 
industrialisation and architec­
ture. It is 758 pages long, still one 
of my treasured books, and 
should be read by everyone.

We continued writing for a 
number of years. Then one day 
sitting on a bus travelling across 
Finland on one of Bob Giles’ 
early SAG Tours, my wife and I 
fell into conversation with a 
leather-jacketed man wearing a 
flat leather cap and I suddenly 
realised who this funny guy was.

I shall always remember the 
conversation. For some reason, 
it came round to names. 'Lau­
rie’s short for Laurence, Terry’s 
short for Terrence. Barry’s short 
for nothing. Why can’t I be a 
Barrence?’

For evermore he was Bar­
rence in our house, I shall miss 
him. Especially the hand-drawn 
Christmas cards, the mad letters, 
the phone calls. He was a won- 
derftil, clever, brilliant genius. 
Sam Webb 
Canterbury

Conservation architect 
should also be credited
Thank you for including details 
of the RIBA Award for Compton 
Verney Art Gallery in Warwick­
shire (AJ 17.6.04), and for the 
building study (AJ 10.6.04).

Unfortunately, the item on 
the awards failed to credit the 
conservation architect on the 
project, Rodney Melville & Part­
ners, which worked jointly with 
us on the transformation of the 
dilapidated mansion house into 
a world-class art gallery.
Paul Williams 
Stanton Williams

Apology
The AJ would like to apologise 
for the misspelling of Barry 
Russell’s name in his obituary 
(AJ 24.6.04), and for the mis­
spelling of Bryan Avery, who 
wrote the obituary.

Poignant reminder of 
the genius of ‘Barrence’
Bryan Avery’s poignant obituary 
of Barry Russell (AJ 24.6.04) will 
remind aU of us who knew him, 
or the countless number of stu­
dents who were taught by him, 
just what we have all lost.

Barry first made contact with 
me by airmail from the US in the

Please address letters to the editor 
atThe Architects'Journal, ISI 
Hosebery Avenue. London EC1R 
4GB. fax02075056701.oremail 
angela.newton@emap.com to 
arrivebylOam on the Monday 
before publication.

Che srehiteecs' journal |S1

Disappointed at lack 
of a direct request
It is disappointing that Robin 
Vaughan did not raise his correc-
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Simon allford people

She has a sound business 
background but is Lorraine 
Baldry best suited to chair 
the Thames Gateway Urban 
Development Corporation?

It’s easy to alter perception, 
buildings are more difficult

Point one in a lesson (if it existed) of how to 
give the ‘right’ answers when being inter­
viewed by an architectural journalist would 
be: do not reply to questions about the 
importance of good design with the fantasti­
cally vague response: ‘I have not really given 
that much thought just yet’

Based on this certainty, it can be gauged 
that the Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister’s normally effective media training 
programme does not include an architectur­
al module.

How does the AJ know this? Because, 
rather extraordinarily, the new chair of the 
Thames Gateway Urban Development 
Corporation (UDC), Lorraine Baldry, man­
aged to give exactly the wrong answer to this 
fundamental question.

It is almost impossible to emphasise just 
how unexpected this is. With almost every 
breath, ODPM ministers and press officers 
try to underline its commitment to architec­
ture and design in its massive house­
building exercise. There is no chance, the)' 
promise, that the Thames Gateway will end 
up looking like a homogeneous plain of red­
brick Noddy-boxes.

And yet the powers that be (and we can 
only assume that they are headed by deputy 
prime minister John Prescott himself) have 
chosen as the chair of this super-planning 
authority an individual who has no back­
ground in architecture and expresses almost 
no interest in it when questioned.

What on earth can have bought about 
this situation? It seems that the major moti­
vation behind Baldry’s appointment is New 
Labour’s slightly stale buzzword, ‘delivery’.

Because if there is one thing Baldry does 
know about, it is delivering delivery. With an 
almost perfect business background, the 
former chief executive of the Prudential’s 
property empire and boss of London prop­
erty agent Chestertons, will almost certainly 
deliver the houses the South East is crying 
out for.

But what kind of houses? Could it be that 
this appointment has something to do with 
the recent Barker Report, the study commis­
sioned by chancellor Gordon Brown into 
Britain’s housing supply. The report advised 
that more houses were needed, but made 
very liiile of the quality of design.

Brown is known to want new homes and 
want them now. And he is hardly known as 
an aesthete or an architecture buff. If he had

Hindsight is a wonderful thing; perception 
is much more magnificent and as freely 
available. It can be offered before, during and 
after the event and continuously modified in 
response to the shifting situation. It can also 
be attributed to others for a myriad of 

purposes.
In a debateon Radio4 on the ban on 

wearing a jubbah (full-length Muslim outer 
garment) in a school In Luton, one politician's 
perception was offered in defence: that the 
ban was the result of both the management 
ofthe risk of a mobile fabric trip hazard, and a 
liberal policy of encouraging student attire, 
ensuring that neither creed nor class interfere 
with the well managed process of integration 
into our culturally diverse society. While I 
found the perception to be 
grotesque, I recognised that it 
was offered asone possible 
insight. In these political 
conversations, perception 
becomes a tool for the 
abdication of authorship of 
idea: implying many views but 
proposing none.

In architecture it is the reverse.
Our perception of the 
information to hand is our core 
skill. Our difficulty is finding 
people who enjoy our 
perceptions enough to pay us to 
perceive things for them. Then 
our perceptionsmay become buildings, which 
we hope our clients (as the possessors of 
hindsight) will not overly criticise and that 
others might enjoy. Our perception becomes 
our signature.

As an architect I can offer one perception of 
towers, trophies, signature architecture and 
branding. To get permission to build a tower 
you need signature architecture 
(acknowledged leading-edge design brands 
with cultural and political kudos). All parties 
are aware at the beginning that the trophy Is 
the planning application. The brand charges a 
good fee because it knows it can get more area 
through the process of planning than others. 
(Maximum area and volume - despite 
declining net-to-gross efficiencies - gives what
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I would term the'gross gross'potential ofthe 
site). The brand can do so because it is 
generally accepted that it is more likely to 
produce a good building and addition to the 
skyline than others. The brand practice, 
therefore, must build out the trophy (writing its 
retention into the appointment documents) to 
ensure it is not built bastardised, damaging the 
brand. The brand deserves to get well paid, 
because its perception of the nature ofthe 
deal, resultant form and the city skyline is what 
will bring the project to fruition.

As a columnist I can offer another 
perception.That fees are often agreed for 
applications on submission; again on success; 
and again when the architect is not retained for 
the construction phase,or when the site is sold 

on. I can assertthat in many 
instances applications are made 
with all parties aware that the 
architect will not be retained for 
construction. In the worst cases, 
it might be recognised from the 
outset that the developer 
intends to build a super-sized, 
dumbed-down product that will 
get a similar rent, and the 
architectwill publicly bleat 
about the bastardisation ofthe 
project while privately 
pocketing a healthy fee. This is 
the cynical view missed by the 
worst ofthe naive press, which 

clamour for scandalous banner headlines yet 
say nothing new.

Either way, maintaining the quality of 
architecture is tough. My perception is that 
we should make deals wherever we can to 
strengthen our position, while 
simultaneously avoiding compromise. 
Architecture is a balance between making 
good buildings and good money; all 
architecture Is to some extent commercial, 
but it is also about degrees of perception. My 
perceptions will be informed by whether I like 
the building, the architect, the client, the deal 
orany combination of the four.

That is the delight of perceptions; they can 
be swiftly resituated. The difficulty is that 
buildings can't.

SeKert: signature design
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Home delivery
hinterland between the capital and Essex.

So back to the most pressing issue at 
hand. If Baldry does not have any back­
ground in, or, seemingly, an understanding 
of the key significance of good housing 
design, who will be taking charge of this 
most important area?

‘We have not really decided that kind of 
thing yet. We are not even up and running. 
At the moment J am the UDC on my own as 
we have not appointed anyone else yet,’ she 
stresses rather defensively.

‘I want to ensure that we are a small 
organisation with a small staff. I would have 
thought that design advice is the kind of 
thing we will get from outside the set-up.’

Outsourcing architectural knowledge? 
Islington-style regeneration? Commercial 
property experience? Concerns about these 
questions remain sadly unanswered as the 
20-minute slot comes to its end.

Surely the government will not allow the 
Thames Gateway to become yet another sea 
of little red boxes, so beloved of developers 
in the 1980s and 1990s? Only one thing is 
certain, Baldry’s appointment seems to 
point in that direction.

make many of the decisions. Do 1 feel the 
creation of another pointless quango com­
ing on, Mr Blair?

It transpires that the UDC’s board will be 
made up of 12 members. I'ive will be from 
the local councils, one from the Greater Lon­
don Authority, and the six remaining places 
will include Baldry herself.

So what does she hope this new planning 
body will achieve while she is around? ‘What 
1 do know is that there are a lot of areas that 
really need regenerating and many people 
that need homes. 1 want us to make sure 
these places are substantially improved.

‘I do not know the areas particularly well,’ 
she says. ‘But I have seen at first hand the way 
that regeneration can improve an area 
because I have lived in Islington for 30 years. 
It is unrecognisable from the place that I first 
moved to.’

This seems like a strange admission for 
someone who will have to both appeal to 
and appease the fine people of east London. 
Coming from the 55 year old, the word 
‘Islington’ seems more like a statement of 
New Labour credentials than a convincing 
argument that she will understand the needs 
and aspirations of those who live in the

any sympathy towards architects, he would 
have lowered VAT on brownfield develop­
ment years ago.

So could it be that the former investment 
manager’s appointment reflects more the 
Treasury’s building rush than the ODPM’s 
apparent commitment to quality buildings? 
Nothing that Baldry says during our 20- 
minule chat persuades me otherwise.

One thing, though is reassuring. She 
promises that there will be ‘no repeat’ of the 
London Docklands Development Corpora­
tion’s policy of riding roughshod over both 
the policies of local authorities and the feel­
ings of local people.

It is interesting that this seems to be the 
most on-message remark that Baldry sum­
mons up. ‘We fully intend to work with the 
all the planning authorities in the Thames 
Gateway,’ she says. ‘We understand that local 
knowledge is all important and we also value 
the experience this brings.

‘Also, we are not going to be a large organ­
isation and we will need to farm out much of 
the planning work back to the councils,’ she 
says, sounding unconvinced. One wonders 
what the point of a UDC is, if it is going to 
allow planning authorities and councils to

1 July 2004
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Stephen Fisher
Pollanl TViomas Edwards

Of a peer-to-be and a guru’s car, 
of economists and wives of kings

When and where were you born?
1955,Blackpool.
What is your favourite building 
and why?
James Stirling's History Faculty, 
Cambridge.

People say that celebrity is a matter of luck, but I 
think it is pure judgment.Take the case of me. In the 
1960s I lived next door to Jeffrey Archer (as he then 
was) in a cobbled Paddington mews. His wife Mary 
even looked after our cat, General Motors, when we 
went away on weekends. I have never revealed this 
interesting fact before.

However, a few weeks ago I did confess to once 
having been given a car by Rem Koolhaas! If only 1 
had kept the car, readers wrote - if only 1 had kept 
the car! Even if it was an ancient 
Ford station wagon (as far as I 
can remember), of what seemed 
to me then to be of erxormous 
size,albeit with large rust holes in 
its fenders that had been inex­
pertly covered with black tape. I 
hear you gasping with disbelief, 
could this really have been the 
personal transport of the guru 
Rem Koolhaas? Yes,I swear it was, 
until It was briefly mine and 
thereafter went to the crusher 
unmourned.

Anyway, after those two 
episodes, I prudently kept a low 
profile on the celebrity front, 
waiting my chance while living a 
life of such privacy as is only pos­
sible in the English countryside.

And then, bang! It happened 
again.This time the celebrity was 
a man called Steven Nickell. He 
wasn't a celebrity at the time,and 
of course he did not give me a 
car, but he did sell me a house,an 
act of greater importance, in ret­
rospect than seemed possible at 
the time.

We need to go back to the 
property slide of the early 1990s to explain this 
conundrum. At that time Steven Nickell was a pro­
fessor of economics at Oxford University living in a 
small village north of the city and so desperate to 
sell his house and six acres of land that he dropped 
the price by a whacking great one eighth of the 
asking price for a quick sale. Of course, all this was
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12 years ago and of no consequence, or at least it 
would have been of no consequence had professor 
Nickell not subsequently been appointed to the 
Bank of England's monetary policy committee, in 
charge of setting interest rates and, most impor­
tantly, had he not entered the celebrity stakes 
himself by giving an exclusive interview to The 
Times last month on the subject of swingeing mort­
gage interest rate increases and the unlikelihood of 
their return In the near future. What is your favourite 

restaurant/meal?
Club Gascon,Smithfield, London - 
decline the menu, and be 

Well, not the Queen of Eng- surprisedbythesetfivecourses. 
land, I have to confess, but a real What vehicie(s) do you own?
reigning monarch nonetheless,
Queen Noor of Jordan, eldest
daughter of the president of Pan What is your favourite film? 
American Airways and a gradu- Brazil. 
ate of the school of architecture Whatisyourfavouritebook? 
and urban planning at Princeton 
University.

My encounter with this

Now a quick leap back to 1987 
for my last celebrity encounter - 
the Queen.‘My interview 

lasted only 45 
minutes, little 
of which had 
elapsed before 
I realised she 
was not simply 
an American 
college girl who 
had studied 
architecture 
and married a 
king’

In mydreamsaTVR.in fact a family 
VW Golf and a folding bicycle.

The AJ, with AR second!
Whatlsyourfavourite'design
classic'?

impressive figure took the form The Georgian house, 
of an interview for the Guardian 
which took place in London, In 
King Hussein's house near Kens­
ington Palace.

What is the worst building 
you've ever seen and why?
The Angelis apartments, Graham
Street, Islington,across the road

It lasted only 45 minutes, little from Angel Waterside. Ahuge 
of which had elapsed before I 
understood that Lisa Najeeb Hal- 
aby was not simply an American architectural influence and why? 
college girl who had studied 
architecture and married a king.
At that time she was an ambas-

mismatch of value and design.
Who or what is your biggest

Russell Waldren, my Part 1 tutor,a 
Kiwi in the style of Gordon Ramsay.
Who is the most talented

sador from the Arab world to a 
homeland that is not noted for

architect you've worked with?
BillThomas.a founding partner of 
PTE, who does not accept'can't'.its sympathy with Arab causes.

'There is not much funny Ifyouhadn'tbeenanarchitect, 
about Queen Noor^ I mused what would you have been?

when considering the flippant tone of this column 
so far, but my wife came to my rescue. 'Noor is a 
funny name, she suggested, what does it mean?' It 
means 'Light', and Noor Al Hussein means 'Light of 
Hussein', I said.

Rich and famous.
What would your advice be to 
architectural students?
It is not easy, and if it is, you are not
trying hard enough.

For many years this was the sum of my celebrity What would your motto be? 
knowledge. Keep cool, even if you don't feel It.
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still doing the books 
by hand? What a waste.
IRIS Software.
Makes bookkeeping and payroll so much easier.

• Quicken easier and more accurate than doing it by harKl

• Used by over 20,000 small businesses and 4,500 accountancy practices in the UK

• From the company you can trust -• IRIS has 25 years' experience In accounting software

• Designed specifically for the bookkeeping and payroll needs of small businesses

• Price includes full web support and unlimited access to our friendly helpline team

• Easily affordable - bookkeeping software from just £125+VAT, payroll software from £155+VAT

unsTo request a FREE trial CD of our bookkeeping 
& payroll software, call

0870 243 1952
BUSINESS SOFTWAREAlternatively, if you haw broadband, 

you can download trial versions at VK(K\Ce^ ifwww.iris.co.uk/arc

enquiry 17 on card 
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect
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Pollard Thomas Edwards has picked up the award for Best 
Development of a Brownfield Site in this year's National 
Homebuilder Awards for Angel Waterside, a mixed-use 
canalside scheme in Islington where it acted as both 
architect and developer. So what can it teach other 
architects who fantasise about doing it for themselves?

By Isabel Allen



DONT NEGLECT YOUR OWN PROJECTS
WHEN YOU ARE BUSY-TREATTHEM WITH
THE SAME PROFESSIONALISMTHATYOUR
OUTSIDE CLIENTS EXPEO.

Pollard Thomas Edwards’ (PTE) foray
into development started in 1981 - two
years after the RIBA relaxed the
Professional Gxle of Conduct to allow
architects to form separate developing
companies.

It has since created a series of single'
project companies owned by PTE direc
tors and, on occasion, external partners
These are always legally separate from
PTE architects and, while the former
employs the latter, the terms are always
defined by contract and are subject to
standard fees. The potential for conflict
of interest makes it essential that all par
ties are clear about their particular role. 5 

At Angel Waterside, the inevitable | 
opportunities for client/architect ten- i

diesp«)<e«
sions were further complicated by the i wtiarf

fact that PTE staff took some of the pro
ject’s commercial space, hence putting
PTE in the absurd position of looking
for the lowest possible price and the |
maximum possible yield on the same i
piece of real estate. The fact that PTE |
entered into a partnership with
Groveworld as joint development part­
ner put additional pressure on PTE to be
disciplined about sticking to market
rates, and to demand the same level of
commitment and service from PTE
architects as would be expected by any j
professional client.
“’There are tax and liability advantages in I 
isolating each development as a stand- [
alone company, but credit and guarantee [
advantages to having a continuing hold- I
ing company with a reasonable asset base
- PTE is establishing a structure to allow
it to take advantage of these benefits.
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i ARCHITECTS ARE ETERNAL OPTIMISTS- 
! DONTLETITCLOUDYOURJUDGEMENT 
j ANDREMEMBERTHATMONEYISTHE 
j ONLY'BUILOING MATERIAL 

i On the one hand, the ability to see poten- \ 
i tial - and therefore profit - in unlikely |
I places is the key advantage architects have i 
i over conventional developers. PTE has ! 
i tended to favour difficult sites with com- i 
I plex planning, technical and legal issues, i 

I where others might shy away from the j 
j risk. And with the breezy optimism at I 
i which architects excel, it cheerfully class- | 

j es physical chaos as ‘richness of context’ I 
While it now seems glaringly obvious | 

i that the Angel Waterside site, with its I 
i three-way views along the canal, pre- j 
j sented a prime opportunity for high- } 

class residential development, the | 

potential of the area had long been over- I 
looked. The site sits in City Road Basin, j 
a 1.6ha area at the head of the Regents’ | 
Canal, which was somehow ignored in ! 
the reinvenlion of Britain’s industrial \ 
infrastructure as picturesque amenity. | 
Desultory attempts to develop the area | 
were - both physically and qualitatively j 

! - best described as patchy. I
The area’s renaissance did not really \ 

kick off until 1994, when PTE demon- I 
strated a leap of faith by converting 5 
Diespeker Wharf, a Grade Il-listed late i 
Victorian gatehouse, into its own offices. \ 
From the outset, the project was con- I 
ceived in terms of a wider strategy for the | 

area which sought to combine the his- I 
toric fabric with sensitive contemporary j 
development: canal cottages which occu- i 

i pied the site were restored, and semi- j 
i derelict outhouses were cleared to make I 

i way for a waterside garden. This vision- j 
i ary thinking was undoubtedly a factor in 
I PTE’s success in the 1998 competition, 
i organised by British Waterways, to devel- 
! op what is now known as Angel 

I Waterside, on the site of a former timber 
I merchant’s warehouse immediately adja- 
i cent to Diespeker Wharf - a classic case ^ 
j of optimism and imagination paying off. [ 
j TTie flipside is that, having invested so 
i much dreaming time, it can be extremely 
I difficult to walk away. Since it is virtually 

impossible to obtain finance for any pro­
ject prior to obtaining planning permis- I 
sion, PTE tends to seed fund its ventures j 
from cash assets built up over the years, i 

At Angel Waterside - a complex | 
development of 57 apartments plus j 
courtyard, parking and commercial | 
space - pre-construction costs amounted 
to close to £1 million, all of which were 
shouldered by co-developer Groveworld 
and PTE.

Although bank finance can generally ! 
be obtained once the future of the pro­
ject is assured, it is rarely sufficient to 
cover the whole cost of the project. This 
is the moment to decide as to whether or | 
not to sell the site - never an easy choice. |
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DON'T LET GREEOTARNISH YOUR 
ARCHITECTURAL REPUTATION - IT IS 
YOUR MOST PRECIOUS ASSET.

The development at Angel Waterside was 
driven by the desire to create the appro­
priate architectural solution for this high­
ly idiosyncratic site. The combination of 
diverse listed neighbours, mature land­
scape and water frontage prompted a pro­
posal of three distinct blocks: a low terra- 
cotta-rendered terrace on Graham Street; 

{ a brick-faced ‘palazzo’ style building 
topped by double-storey penthouses 
which enjoy southerly views over the 
Basin and adjacent park; and ‘Crystal 
Wharf’, a glass ‘jewel’ on the waterfront, 
rising from two storeys to a seven-storey 
‘prow’, Its sloping roofscape of planted 
terraces clearly visible to passers-by. 

j These three buildings, together with 
Diespeker Wharf and an existing two- 
storey lock-keeper’s cottage, form a set­
ting of diverse age, scale, material and 

I form, organised around a central tand- 
i scaped courtyard, lurking is in the base- 
I ment, while most of the l,500m^ of office 
: space is at canal level, with a fully glazed
• facade providing close-up water views. A 
I small two-level office, vrith glazing onto 
i the street and a covered link to Diespeker 
I Wharf, is currently occupied by PTE staff.
\ The result is a successfrd piece of urban 
i design which knits together the disparate 
i surroundings, and provides a stimulating 
i environment in which to live and work. A 
i more single-mindedly commercial devel- 
: oper might have been tempted to over- 
I look such subtleties in favour of the sin- 
i gle-statement building.

The obligatory‘wow’ factor is provided 
i by Crystal Wharf. It has become the flag- 
i ship for the development’s sales op>era- 
I tion, and is the one aspect of the scheme 

i which alerts suspicions that PTE may 
i have 'gone native’, falling into the classic 
I developer’s trap of opting for the one- 
: liner statement building designed with 
; the marketing brochure in mind. But in 
i fairness, a little scrutiny suggests a sophis- 
I ticated design process. High-performance 
i glazing with low heat-transmission glass 
i means that the fully glazed living-room 
i facades on the canal side are compatible 
i with a highly insulated building envelope 
I and so not as wilful as they appear. The 

i sawtooth facets which seem to fit in rather 
; too neatly with the name Crystal Wharf 
I are, in fact, much more than simply an 
I off-the-peg design quirk; they scoop in 
; the southerly sun on what is an easterly 
I facade, capture views up and down the 
j basin and, on the courtyard side, main- 
i tain privacy between neighbouring 
i facades. The planted roof terraces are part 
I of a wider urban strategy; planting will 
i eventually cascade down the roof, con- 
j necting with planting already established
• to create a continuous 150m-long multi- 
I level waterside landscape.
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DONT BE GREEDY -TAKE PARTNERS TO
SPREADTHE RISKS AND REWARDS AND
TO INCREASE YOUR CREDIBILITY AND
RANGE OF SKILLS.
At Angel Waterside, the decision to team
up with Groveworld was a reflection of
the fact that the project was simply too
big to handle on its own. The fact that
the project is conceived in terms of an
ultimate wider vision for the area has
made it particularly important to forge
close links with the landowner, British
Waterways, local planners, residents and
the owners of surrounding patches of
land. PTE has already embarked on the
next stage of the City Basin regeneration
with a mixed-use mixed-tenure develop­
ment at City Wharf due to start on site
this year, but is well aware of the degree
of collaboration which will be necessary
if individual development projects are to
be integrated into a coherent masterplan.
The success of plans for a linear park
around the Basin, with the canalside
walkway at Angel Waterside becoming a
public right of way linking the park to
City Road lock and the towpath beyond,
will depend as much on harnessing and
coordinating enthusiasm and effort as
on raising the necessary funds.

Top:junctlon between the newdevelopment and DiespekerWharf. Centre left: balconies take advantage of southerly park views.Centre right: the 
glass cube marks the entrance to the office space. Above: Crystal Wharf, restored canal cottages and DIespeker Wharf as seen from the towpath

the architects' journal, 311 July



While it is easy to feel like amateurs in a develop­
ers’ world, it is always worth bearing in mind that 
the entire development sector is buoyed up by key 
architectural skills: the ability to increase the value 
of sites by optimising the quality and quantity of 
accommodation, and the ability to steer proposals 
through the intricacies of the planning system.

In theory, the increased control which comes 
ht)m doubling up as client should give archi­
tects/developers a free rein to take full advantage 
of these strengths. Certainly tlie dose understand­
ing and communication between architect and 
client have contributed to the success of architec­
ture. It is difficult to speculate how a more con­
ventional scheme \vould have compared in com­
mercial terms. But with total construction costs of 
£9 million, a sales value of £21 million and more 
than 85 per cent of the accommodation now sold, 
it is fair to say the sums have added up.

But while it is important to keep sight of the 
commercial worth of your own skills, it is essential 
not to confuse architectural and market knowl­
edge. On the day of my visit to Angel Waterside 
with ETE’s Stephen Chance, we were confronted 
by a woman, dressed like an extra from Dynasty, 
who had been charged with the task of ‘dressing’ 
the penthouse in a bid to make it easier to sell.

Chance did not bat an eyelid when the ‘dresser’ 
patiently explained that the introduction of an 
outsize shower curtain meandering through the 
open-plan space (and obscuring panoramic 
views) would provide privacy and cosiness to 
counteract the intimidating impact of so much 
space and glass. Clearly, he has learned that there 
is a point at which you have to let go. Top floor living area of the two-storey penthouse at the prow of Crystal Wharf. Full-height 

glazing offers panoramic views ftopJ,and there is access to a roof garden at the rear (above)
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Costs
Based on final account for gross internal area

recreational use paving, etc) to courtyard landscaping, 
lightweight soil.drainage layer, waterproof membrane

INTERNAL FINISHESSUOSTRUCTUHf

WALL FINISHESFOUNOATIONS/SLABS 
Approx 2.5m of site excavation.Contiguous piled wall 
to retain boursdary to site. Foundations generally pile, 
pile caps and ground bearing slab. Underpinning to 
adjacent building. Drained cavity waterproof s^tem 
to wails and basement slab adjacent to canal below 
canal water level. In situ waterproof ccmcrete slab and 
walls to some areas

£29.71/m’
Plastered walls and plasterboard finish to partitions. 
Tiling to bathroom areas

PRELIMINARIES AND INSURANCES

PRELIMINARIES.OVERHEAOS AND PROFIT £235.01/m‘

FLOOR FINISHES 
Reinforced screed on resilient layer to residential 
units.Fully accessible raised floor to commercial areas. 
Brathay blue/black slate floor to concierge area

CEILING FINISHES
Suspended painted plasterboard ceilings

£26,81/m’

COST SUMMARY
Cost per Percerrtage 

m'U) oftotal

£2S.7S/m' 155.86 12.01SUBSTRUCTURESUPEHSTRUCTURE

SUPERSTRUCTURE
Frame
Upperfloors
Roof
Staircases
External walls
Windows, rooflights,
external doors
Internal walls and partitions
Internal doors
Group element total

INTERNAL FINISHES 
Wall finishes 
Floor finishes 
Ceiling finishes 
Group element total

FITTINGS AND FURNISHINGS

£31.7«/m'FRAME
Concrete frame with steel frame to top floors FITTINGS AND FURNISHINGS 31.74

46.12
32.33
24.87
35.03

2.44
3.55£8$.83/m’

Stainless Steel doorfurniture.Lacquered/stainless 
steel kitchen units

FURNITURE
£46.12/m>

Reinforced concrete 200mm flat slab to upper floors

ROOF
Terne<oated standing-seam stainless steel or 
insulated sandwich panels

STAIRCASES
Reinforced In situ cortcrete stairs with metal 
balustrade and timber and stainless steel handrail. 
Metal stairs with slate infill treads to commercial areas

UPPERFLOORS 2.49
1.92
2.70£32.33/m’

SERVICES

189.92
40.72
18.98

419.71

14.63SANITARY APPLIANCES £49.1G/m'
Walt-hung white vitreous china WC with concealed 
cistern and push plate flush.Countersunk basin with 
integral vitreous china vanity top

SERVICES EQUIPMENT

3.14
£24.87/m' 1.46

32.33

£32.21/m' 

£18J4/m>
Stainless steel gutters, plastic internal rainwater pipes 

WATER INSTALLATIONS

SPACE HEATING/AIRTREATMENT 
Panel wall heaters, underfloor heating, comfort 
coolir>g/heating to penthouse flats

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Power,lights, heating

LIFT AND CONVEYOR INSTALLATIONS 
Passenger lifts to communal stair cores

PROTECTIVE INSTALLATIONS

2.2929.71
26.81
25.75
82.27

£35.03/m'EXTERNAL WALLS 
Through-colour acryf k render on insulation on 
blockwork. Through-colour acrylic render on 
insulation on metal framed wall panels. Brick/folock 
cavity construction with fully filled insulated cavity. 
Low-reflection standing-seam zinc on insulated 
timber wall panels

DISPOSAL INSTALLATIONS 2.06
1.98
6.34

£42.75/m’
89.83 6.92£42.30/m>

SERVKES
Sanitary appliances 
Servkes equipment 
Disposal installations 
Water installations 
Space heating and air treatment 42.30 
Electrkal services 
Lift and conveyor installations 
Protective installations 
Communication installations 
Builders'work in connection 
Group element total

3.7949.16
3221
18.34
42.75

2.48
WINDOWS, ROOFLIGHTS, 
EXTERNAL DOORS

£64.70/m’
1.41

£1B9.92/m'
Aluminium structural glazing system with silkone 
joints externally and glass spandrel panels. Aluminium 
thermally broken polyester powder-coated casement 
windows. Low emissivity coating to all glass

3.29
£1S.23/m' 3.26

64.70 4.98
15.23 1.17

£4.96/m> 4.96 0.38
INTERNAL WALLS AND PARTITIONS 
215mm concrete block party walls. Metal stud internal 
partitions

INTERNAL DOORS
Anegre ver>eer internal doors with vision panels 
where required

£40.72/m' 11.98 0.92COMMUNICATION INSTALLATIONS 
CCTV installation.Video entry phone, alarm system. 
Satellite/aerial installation

£11.98/in’
9.05 0.69

290.68 22.39

£18.9B/m’ 1.92£9.05/m' EXTERNAL WORKS 24.91BUILDERS'WORK IN CONNECTION

EXTERNAL WORKS PRELIMINARIES/INSURANCE 23S.01 18.11

TOTAL
Cost data provkkdtfyGroveworid

1001,298.27LANDSCAPING,ANaLLARY BUILDINGS 
Intensive roof system (green roof supporting

£24.91 fm'

WEBLINKSCREDITS

PollardThomas Edwards architects
www.ptea.co.uk
Alan Conisbee & Associates
www.conlsbee.co.uk
The Kut Partnership
www.kut.co.uk
EC Harris
www.echarris.com
Whitelaw+Turkington
www.wtlandscape.com
Haymills
www.haymills.com

\V lham Veiry.t)nckviOrk Freshfifid
Lar>eBrkks; bricklayer FiekkTOwn; render Sto; render 
installation Harrison Render Systems;roof covering 
installation Metalex; insulated roofpanefsCPLRreliner; 
flat roof membrane M\imasc Hydrotech; roo/membrarje 
t>)sta//atk>nM&J Roc^ng;p//rng Cementation Skanska; 
passenger lifts Behind ler:$tafr//fisThyssen;externa/ 
doming rails and cradle Power Access; MfifThe Aqua 
Group;elecrrkaiftttingsMK;ca/petti/esHeckmondwike; 
precostconcrefefloof5MillbankFk>ors;sfrucfuro/ 
steelvwrk Shipley F^r1cations;in sitacoi\crete 
superstructure f^iMorrisroe;architectural metalwork 
Crane and Rowbury;m^aif^/itersPopper&Carter; 
occess floors Kingspan;s/dteflooring Kirkstone;extema/ 
fiord landscaping Marshails;door ironmongery Fusion 
from John Pland(;sonitorywore Duravit Ideal Standard, 
6rohe;cxfema//igfitlng Hoiopbane-.softlandscaping East 
Sussex Landscapes;Jcitefien units&wardrobes A&H 
Contractors; krtefien appHances AEG Electrolux; etectric 
porte/fieaters Photon Campa from Chatsworth Heating; 
comhxtcooling and heating Daikin;do(vaccess controls, 
CCTVWright Security;stainlesisree/mesfi Potter and 
So9r,drainedcavitywateq>roofm€mbraneGrace 
Servidsed

TENDER DATE 
January 2001 
START ON SITE DATE
June 2001
BUILDINGCONTRACT DURATION 
74 weeks
GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR AREA 
6,844m'
CONTRACT 
Single Stage D&6 
TOTALCOST 
£8,885,364 
CLIENT
PollardThomas Edwards architects and Groveworld 
ARCHITECT
Pollard Thomas Edwards architects: Stephen Fisher, 
Roger Hotdsworth, Chris Davy.Sarrah El-Bushra, 
BillThomas
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 
Alan Conisbee & Associates 
SERVICE ENGINEER 
The Kut Partnership 
QUANTrTY SURVEYOR 
EC Karris
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 
Whitelaw+Turkington 
MAIN CONTRACTOR
Haymills
SUBCONTRACTORS AND SUPPUERS
Structural curtain walling Schiko; curto/n wallinstallation 
Darve Architectural Systems; windows Smart Systems:
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What's the alternative?
There is no set formula for successful development. A look at the process behind 
some of PTE’s other projects shows that flexibility is key to achieving results 4

ST JUDE'S AND ST PAUL'S 
SCHOOL, LONDON N1

I
I

i THE PROJECT 
i A primary school and 24 aparlmenls are | 
I contained in a single complex on an i 
I awkward triangular site in Islington j 

bounded by a railway, a historic Jewish j 
burial ground and a council estate. The j 
new school consists of an in situ con- i 
Crete classroom block containing seven i 
south-facing classrooms which open I 
onto a semi-covered garden space, and j 
a steel-framed wing containing a large i 
sports/assembly hall. There is also a roof ; 
garden, staff offices, library and play- i 
ground. The apartments are built above j 
the classrooms, providing a mix of one, I 
two and three bedroom flats including | 
two family-sized flats which are specifi- I 
cally designed for wheelchair users. The i 
residential accommodation has a sepa- j 
rale entrance from the school, and bed- | 
rooms and living areas face south in 1 
order to minimise the impact of noise \ 
both from the school and from the near- j 
by railway line. The project has a con- 1 
struction cost of £4 million and is due I 
for completion this month. i

; THE PROCESS
i PTE bought a site adjoining St Jude’s 
: and St Paul’s Junior School to honour a 
; Section 106 planning commitment to 
I Islington council to provide social hous- 
i ing within the borough boundaries, 
i linked to the Angel Waterside develop- 
; ment. Since the school was struggling to j 
I run its operation from a substandard j 
I building and two different sites, PTE 
; spent two years trying to find a way of 
i pooling resources to use a single site to 
j provide the necessary housing and 
j improved amenities for the school.
I PTE/Groveworld is the sole develop- 
! er, acting as employer under one build- 
j ing contract, with PTE Architects as pro- 
i ject architect. While the school received 
I the enlarged site at a nominal cost 
j well below market value, the flats have 
1 been bought by the ISHA Housing 
i Association, also at a subsidised price.

CONNAUGHT GARDENS, 
LONDON N10i

THE PROJECT
The smallest project in PTE’s portfolio, this project is for a contemporary terrace of 
seven four-bedroom townhouses on the footprint of a former building on a tranquil 
green site near Highgate Wood. The garden elevation is covered with timber shingles to 
reflect the woodland, and the lower ground floor living rooms open onto landscaped 
gardens to the rear. A large woodland garden to the end-of-terrace house protects the 
privacy of existing neighbours. The project is currently in for planning.

i

THE PROCESS
PTE regularly scans auction catalogues, which is how it discovered that this site, close to 
the home of one of PTE’s directors, was going to auction in November 2003. Having 
spent the weekend carrying out an appraisal on the site, PTE, with joint-venture part­
ner Guild Developments, put in a successful bid on the following Monday, acquiring the 
site for £1.5 million.

l
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OLD FORD ROAD, 
LONDON E3

THE PROJECT
I A previously contaminated industrial site next to the Hertford | 
i Union Canal and Victoria Park developed into a high-density j 

i development of five four-storey blocks, containing 92 homes, and j 
1 a row of mews houses. In design terms, there is no distinction i 
\ between the 37 units rented by tenants of nearby HAT estates and 1 
1 those which were sold on the open market - with first refusal and \ 
i discounts for HAT residents. All of the homes have balconies or \ 
\ terraces and angled bay windows to catch the afternoon sun, and I 
: 90 per cent of them enjoy views of the canal and park. The pro- j 
! ject, which had a construction cost of £4.5 million, was complet- i 
j ed in 2001. i

1

■t: 1

4-K.
“W TP

4

; . )
V

!] I*

I ,i. THE PROCESS
PTE responded to an open public competition held by one of its 
existing clients, the Tower Hamlets Housing Action Trust 
(THHAT), to select a development partner to design, finance and 
construct a project for a mixed-tenure housing scheme. PTE prop­
erty was selected on the basis of a design and financial offer in part­
nership with Southern Housing Group. PTE steered and funded

[
the project through a difficult planning process and up to the point 
of instigation of a multi-party development agreement. At this 
stage, with THHAT’s agreement, it transferred its ‘developer’ inter­
est to Berkeley Homes and continued as architect on the project.

hi

t

i
i
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^working details

Roof terraces with 
yfass balustrades
The new buiTding, alongside the 
canal, houses offices on the 
ground floor and apartments 
above.lt isa pointed ovoid in 
plan, with a roof which slopes at 
1 S^from seven storeys high at its 
south-east point to three storeys 
high at its north-west point.The 
frameless glazed facade is set in 
saw-tooth facets to 
accommodate the curve.

The main structure isa 
concrete frame with concrete 
flat slabfioors.

The lop floors consist of a 
series of steel framed double­
height living rooms alternating 
with terraces.The living room 
roofs slope 13*, clad with terne- 
coated stainless steel.

The alternating terraces and 
sloping roofs are unified by a 
continuous screen of stainless 
steel mesh which runs above the 
roof edge and follows its slope.

It Is fixed to steel support arms 
and is designed to encourage 
plants to climb,creating a 
natural enclosu re to the terraces.

The mesh is cleated to a series 
oftapered 178 x203mm 
T-shaped support arms (cut from 
203 X 203mm UBs) which in turn 
are bolted to 168mm diameter 
CHS columns at the edge of the 
roof.

A rail, fixed with brackets to 
the ends of the T-shaped arms, 
supports the travelling motor to 
the cleaning cradle.

The transparency of the 
facade is emphasised by 
extending It upwardsasa 
balustrade to the terraces.

The balustradepanelsare
structurally bolted at their 
bottom edges and fritted to 
conceal the floor slab; the top 
edges of the glass slope to follow 
the line of the roof.

The glass is protected by a
SOmm diameter handrail welded
to 75x50n}m T-shaped balusters 
with cranked arms.

Where the balustrade slopes 
below UOOmmthebalusters 
are fitted with 3mm stainless 
steel cables.

continuous ss mesh 
with ss edge trim

continuous deaiwtg 
rail with travelling motor 
follows 13 de^ee 
roofslope

top edge of glass 
follows roof slope

rail bolted whh 
bracket to T-shaped 
support arm

RSAs fixed with cleats to 
T-shaped support arm

SOmm dia hartdrafl 
welded to baluster 
with cranked arm

176 x 203mm T-shaped 
support ann cut from 
203 X 203mm ue

75 X SOmm T-shaped 
baluster

ISmm toughened 
and heat-soaked 
glass balustrade

400 x 400 x 6Smm 
pavers laid on supports

glass bolted to 510 x 190mm
galv steel artgle___________
300mm deep ceramic ---------
frit to rear face of glass

200mm rc slab
ceramkfiit spandrel panel

monolltNc
llguid-applied
membrarw

polyester powder-coated 
aluminium transom -—

vertical Mind

plasterboard artd 
skim ceiling

fcUT-AWAY ISOMETRIC OF ROOF TtRRACE BALUSTRADE '

100mm rigid
insulation

lOOrran mln^al 
fibre insulation-

terrKe
tenrace

sun room■tcme coated ss I terrace
B Bstanding seam terrace

roof

terrace terrace
"1

•V_aJ

f^^NOFROOF]
Susan Dawson
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teme-coated ss| I 
standing seam roof 
roof covering to I 

living room

(oniirwous cleaning 
rail foHows t3 degree 
roof slope

mesh screwed v^h 
SCMvn dia washers 
to continuous 
7Sx7SiTwnftSAs

rail bolted with 
bracket T-shaped 
support arm

i _ polyester powder-coated 
aluminium fascia at>d gutter

cleaning cradle 
travelling motor

RSAs fixed with 
cleats to T-shaped 
support arm

178 X 203mm T-shaped / 

support arm cut from 
203 x203mm UB

tcK> edge of glass — 
follows roof slope

ISrmn teughened — 
and heat-soaked 
glass balustrade

75 X 50mm T-shaped 
baluster

support arm welded 
to 166mm dIa 
CHScrAimn

double-glazed 
sliding door

double-glazed
window

I
II 50mm dia harsdraH 

welded to baluster 
wMi aai^ied arm

t

glass bolted to S10x 190mm 
galv steel angle

400 X 400 x 65mm 
pavers laid 
on spacers

glass bolted through 
25mm dia holes with 
75mm dia M12 hex-head 
bolts, rtylon bushes and 
corrrpressMe fibre gaskets

planter

+
-1 ULl L' ■

7 ? 7 9 •’ w y' / /F
,: CuC jQc ^6^.

•, cj-;.

.'.VV

300mm deep ceramic 
frit to rear face of g lass 
to match adjacent 
spandrel panel

& a- \(W\(\, ill;
.7 -■<: :200mm rc slabV.6 •ceramic frit spandri 

panel backed with 
insulation

T Io vertical blind 100mm mmeral 
fibre insulation

monolithic 100mm rigid 
liquid-applied insulation 
membrane

plasterboard and 
skim ceiling

polyester powder-coated 
aluminium trwtsom

I PCTAIl SCCTIOW A - A THROUGH EDCt Of WOOF TERRACE |

lying room with 
terne-coated ss 
standing seam roof

r terrace

Ivingroom terrace

living room 'MakcasM

I j {Itvirtgroom

KEY PAHT-5ICTION B - B THROUGH HOOF AND UPPER FLOORS
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buildings

Flying high - so not a formal terrace context to fit into.
Despite concerns raised by local amenity 

groups and a somewhat sceptical planning 
committee, the objections at the first plan­
ning committee meeting focused mainly on 
materials. For example, should not the 
proposed polished-plaster entrance be of 
second-hand stocks and the fritted first Hoor 
balustrade be wrought-iron railings?

The architect went back to the committee a 
second time with a box of material samples, 
including a specially made mock-up of a struc­
tural glass comer. With the help of supportive 
planning officers, planning permission was 
granted. The project is now on site.

The site is light for this amount of devel­
opment. Flank walls are solid party walls. To 
the rear there are a couple of metres before 
the neighbours’ back garden wall. There is no 
space for car parking. The building is tight to 
the street, so will have a framed screen wall 
with timber panels before steps up to the 
entrance to create a bit of distance from the 
many market-bound passers-by and the 
parents and children from the nursery who 
gather on the pavement outside. To achieve 
three storeys, they have dug down about 
1.5m, supporting one flank wall with steels 
and underpinning the chapel wall, creating 
space for a lower-ground bedroom floor. The

1 July SOOA

Building any modern housing in Kensington & Chelsea 
is something of an achievement. Alan Power Architect’s 
project for gullwing houses takes flight
By Barrie Evans

While the local regime may be architecturally 
conservative, the locale is more varied. This 
pair of houses is on Portobello Road, itself 
more associated with its vibrant, multicultural 
market. Climbing up the hill from this, the 
road shades into more exclusive antique shops 
and finally into a quiet residential area. Most 
of the immediate houses are small urban cot­
tages (about, say, 75m^), then beyond, 
five-storey mansions, with nothing much in- 
between. The architect is building a pair of 
houses of about 200ra’ each.

The site already had a planning permis­
sion for residential use when this architect 
started; the architect went back for another. 
The site is immediately between a chapel 
used as a nursery school and a vehicular 
access to another site. The site’s previous 
occupancy was a 1950s commercial building

Set-back behind screen wall shields the houses 
from many passers-by and makes space for steps
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upper ground (entrance) level will have a 
bedroom/study at the front plus kitchen and 
dining space beyond. A neat touch is canting 
the rear wall of the house so that there should 
be a little less sense of staring out onto the 
rear boundary wall. Tall plants are planned.

The main drama will be the open-plan 
first floor with its gullwing steel frame, its 
columns on the party wall between the 
two houses, which will provide cantilevered 
support to the roof and surrounding 
column-free structural glazing. The fritted 
balustrade at the front will help provide 
privacy from the street; the planning per­
mission does not allow the shallow 
balcony/set-back to be designed as a front 
sitting-out space, though there are to be cen­
tre-pivoted glass doors onto it.

Daring to be different has paid off here, a 
promising design by the architect and a 
credit to the small developer, Mandeville 
Estates, in what is its first speculative new- 
build scheme.

CREDITS
CUENT
Mandeville Estates 
ARCHITECT 
Alan Power Architects 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 

Price & Myers
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Home from the office area and these offices had been unoccupied 
for three to four years. By a roundabout 
process, the initial commercial developer 
retains a 0.3ha roadside plot for a budget 
hotel while Acton Housing Association has 
become the registered social landlord for the 
rest. Fortunately, it has been agreed the hotel 
will have the same external treatment as the 
houses, rather than being in that style that 
gives prefabrication a bad name.

A first planning permission had been 
obtained for converting the offices to 206 
flats but it was an ill-fitting use for the build­
ings. However, this did provide the 
precedent for a dense, medium-rise use of 
the site - the council’s planning guidelines 
for residential use pointed to 60 detached 
houses in such circumstances. And the 
‘threat’ of actually implementing this inap­
propriate conversion scheme appears to

A pioneering project of high-density key-worker housing 
by Hawkins\Brown looks set to make the most of its 
tight site and budget
by Barrie Evans

for lower-paid people to find a home. In 
this scheme the NHS has 70 per cent nomi­
nation rights, Tandridge District Council 30 
per cent.

The site lies in a valley between the main 
A22 road and a railway embankment, at the 
transition between detached houses on one 
side and offices on the other. It contained 
offices built between the 1950s and 1970s, 
but there is a surplus of office space in the

These 208 key-worker flats comprise the first 
major scheme to go ahead (just starting on 
site) under the Housing Corporation’s Chal­
lenge Funding Initiative for key-workei 
housing. The flats are for rent or shared- 
equity acquisition, a mix of one third 
one-bed and two thirds two-bed units. 
Located atWhyteleafe in Surrey, where aver­
age house prices approach £1 million, it is 
one of the most problematic areas nationally

Even with relatively high density of small units, space between blocks should feel like shared courtyards.Taller blocks back onto railway embankment

40 j the anchitecCB' joumel 1 July 3004
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block 9

horizontally slatted boarding. This will 
partly reveal the colour by day and be illumi­
nated from behind by the circulation 
lighting at night. Roofs will be finished in 
sedum, softening the roofscape prospect 
for those in the upper floors of the five- 
storey blocks.

From a tight site and a tight budget, a 
civilised environment of real quality appears 
to be emerging.

spine corridors, only bathrooms will miss 
out on good outside contact on one of these 
two orientations.

While this is a dense development of the 
1.25ha site, block-spacing is greater than 
minimum and structured to give some 
courtyard feel to block grouping. This 
should be much helped by some of the 
existing mature trees and the landscaping 
plan to introduce rare native trees plus bush­
es and shrubs of the North Downs.

Generally, blocks are to be finished in 
white insulated render. Five-storey blocks 
will be reduced in apparent scale by the 
trees on the hillside behind when seen from 
within the site, and by their top two storeys 
being clad in timber boarding.

The whiteness will be relieved both by the 
landscaping and by coloured render at 
circulation nodes, faced with a filigree of

have made people more open to the higher- 
quality new-build scheme Hawkins\Brown 
is implementing. The architect particularly 
praised the support from the council’s plan­
ning officers. In the area generally there was 
a certain incomprehension about how the 
other half lives - for example, how the occu­
pants would manage with a car parking ratio 
as low as one car space per dwelling.

Site layout is much shaped by its immedi­
ate surroundings. The railway embankment 
is in fact more of a railway along a hillside, 
with dense mature trees higher than the five- 
storey blocks that will back onto it, facing 
away from its noise.

The other blocks, of three storeys, are 
njostly set side-on to road and railway with 
their noise, opposite faces of these blocks 
oriented north-east and south-west. With 
outline dwelling plans double-banked along

CREDITS

CLIENT
Acton Housing Association 
ARCHITECT 
Hawklns\Brown 
QUANTITY SURVEYOR 
deeds
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 
Prke & Myers 
SERVICES ENGINEER 
Cundell Johnston

Not the usual landscape optlmisni - most of the mature trees already exist. Right: model of planned use of slatted screening at block entrances
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Part E time and if the on-site workmanship is 
substandard and the post-completion 
test fails, there could be a lot of 
explaining to do.

However, developers will have to 
pay a fee for the registration, testing 
and approval of each dwelling 
under the RDL system, whereas under 
the pre-completion testing regime, 
depending on the number of‘types’ of 
dwellings being constructed on a given 
site, the developer only has to carry out 
one completion test per construction 
type ‘indicative of the performance of 
others on the same development.’ In 
some cases, therefore, risks aside, pre­
completion might be a cheaper and 
easier option.

How it works
The requirement to comply with the 
RDL details relates only to new build

Robust Standard Details for Part E are now in force. We look 
at the implications for acoustic performance of new housing
BY AUSTIN WILLIAMS

It has always been the case that robust 
standard details would be issued to 
complement the Building Regula­
tions Approved Document E that 
came into force on 1 July 2003. Up 
until now, such details that have been 
available have been ‘provisional’ but 
have been deemed to be acceptable 
for use until the Office of the Deputy 
Prime Minister got its act together to 
finalise the real details.

Now, one year after the Approved 
Document E (2003) came into effect, 
and six months after the details were

The new robust details come into 
force today and RDL has been set up 
as the body authorised to permit 
you, for a not-so-small fee, to use its 
robust details as a means of comply­
ing with Approved Document E. You 
will be, RDL says, ‘investing in con­
structions that add real value to the 
building rather than paying test fees.’ 

So from now on, if you want to use 
one of your own details... tough: RDL 
will not allow it. Or rather, RDL is 
happy for you to pay for a test and 
then submit your details together with

Diagrammatic 
examples of 
robust details, 
courtesy of 
Robust Details Ltd

•eperetlnp Floor - Steel cowcfSe oompoaHe E-F8-1

•upponM by erallM
mMMbicHna:
• 'tfmtoW or
preaMd mMM
• dMvic* Imm top

eone^leundF*e of ceOig 
NMn>«nt SDOmn

- Kknnt tMnt X Mloiinal
peM.and
- 130m ynlnl it dMpMl

• OBOctm (MnWr

promised, the new and improved 
Robust Standard Details (RSD) come 
inio force. All new attached dwellings 
which are started after today (this 
generally refers to the date of a Build­
ing Control submission) wiU have to 
comply with the changes.

The new details do not differ great­
ly from the ones used on the ODPM 
website but the online versions are 
now invalid and should not be used'. 
There is also an entire process of regis­
tration and certification that has been 
added to the legal requirements of 
robust detail compliance. Thus the 
recent launch of a new company. 
Robust Details Ltd (RDL), a spin-off 
from the House Builders Federation 
which was originally charged with 
producing all the robust standard 
details, has pretty much sewn up the 
approval system.

42 Che archiCecCs* journal

the test results (and another fee), so 
that it can appraise your work. Some 
manufacturers are adopting this strat­
egy - paying to gel their own details 
registered, tested and approved for 
incorporation within the RDL collec­
tion of acceptable details. It seems as if 
individuals might need specifically to 
request the protection of copyright if 
you do not want the registration and 
testing of your own details included 
within the RDL handbook.

If you are determined to try some­
thing that is not in the 14 limited 
details that RDL has drawn up in its 
launch booklet, and if you have not 
had your detail tested, you will have to 
put your neck on the line and go for 
pre-completion testing, using an 
accredited monitoring organisation’. 
Pre-completion testing, RDL is 
delighted to say, is risky and expensive

attached dwellings; flats, terraces, 
semi-detached houses, etc. If you are 
building one of these dwellings you 
must first register the plot with RDL- 
there are no alternatives - and you 
will be given registration documenta­
tion to show Building Control that 
you are going down the RSD route. 
It will be obvious to the building 
inspectors - depending on whether 
the requisite registration forms have 
been lodged with the authority or 
not - that pre-completion testing 
will be required. 'I'hey may pop in to 
tell blissfully unaware builders of 
their liability. Third-party agencies 
will also be empowered to conduct 
spot checks on building sites to 
ensure compliance with the submit­
ted details.

On registering, the designer, devel­
oper or contractor will state which

1 July acXD4
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dangers related 

to Final 

Certificate 

liability, any 

architect 

thinking of 

signing this 

certificate 

should think 

carefully’

applicable robust details will be 
incorporated within the building. To 
do that, you must buy a copy of the 
Robust Details Handbook for £65. 
Registration forms, however, are 
available on the website. Acceptance 
of registration is acknowledged by 
RDL’s purchase form, which ‘entitles 
the customer to use the stated robust 
details as an alternative to pre-com­
pletion testing’.

However, even though every effort 
is made by RDL to ensure that the 
robust details are compatible with 
other parts of Building Regulations, 
most notably Part L (see box), it says 
that ‘it is not always possible to guar­
antee this’. Learning from the errors of 
the launch of F*art L, RDL has come 
clean and tried to pre-empt, or side­
step, complaints. Further to this, if a 
robust detail is constructed in accor-

Interim report on Robust Details 
The Building Regulations Advisory Committee reported in 2002 (after the Part L 
Robust Details, but during the production stage of the Part E details) that 
overlaps between the two should be explored to see how they might be merged. 
Theconflict being that acoustic separation is often successful due to the mass of 
a structure, and thermal insulation relies generally on lightweight insulation.

However, the latest interim report on Robust Details by the government's Industry 
Advisory Group (lAG) states'there is an anomaly In that the Part E details appear to 
deal better with issues of airtightness than do the Part L details themselves'

Furthermore, it recognises that the Part E Robust Details are overdesigned 
(they have'performance in excess of the regulation requirements even in the 
worst case tested'and'there is little doubt the use of the Part E robust details will 
add some cost to construction over and above that for basic Part E compliance 
with post-completion testing).This... is in the order of a 10 per cent increase... ’ 
The lAG recom mends that the overspecification of the details be reinterpreted as 
the underspecification of the regulations.

Thus we have a situation in which the new regulations, introduced only a year 
ago with the promise of reinforcing details has resulted in the late details 
superseding the regulations. Effectively, in some places, the Part E drawings are 
not even harmonised with the Part E text, let alone the Part Ldocumentation.

dance with the checklist, RDL suggests 
it might fail spot checks. In this event, 
it suggests ominously that building 
control ‘would then take reasonable 
steps to ensure compliance with Part 
E’. In this regard, the Frequently Asked 
Questions area of the website reads 
more like a series of get-out clauses 
than any constructive assistance.

References 
1 We welcome 
observations on 
any discrepancies 
between the new 
robust details and 
those in use on the 
00PM website. 
2The two testing 
regimesareThe 
Association of Noise 
Consultants 
(www.associatkjn- 
of-noise- 
consultants. 
co.uk) or accredited 
bodies to the 
United Kingdom 
Advisory Service 
suchastheSRE 
Acoustics Centre 
{www.bre.co.uk)

The UKTtmber Frame Association 
(UKTFAI has produced what it calls,'a 
definitive technical guidance 
document' for designers and 
specifiers oftimberframe systems. It 
includes robust details and site-tested 
solutions. For further information 
email office@tlmber-frame.org

TheArch/tects'Journof is organisinga 
conference on Part E'OesignIng for 
Compliance: Making Sense of the 
Revised Sound Regulations/on 30th 
September 2004 at the RIBA. The 
event is sponsored by the 
Association of Noise Consultants. For 
more details contact 020 750S 6044.

Final Ortificate liability, any architect 
thinking of signing this certificate, 
which will be used to grant Building 
Regulations approvals, should think 
carefully. In reality, the contractor 
should sign, but in design-build situa­
tions, architects should beware and 
make clear their responsibilities and 
their duties at the outset. The next prac­
tice meeting of the RIBA will be kx)king 
at this aspc’ct of the new regulations and 
issuing guidance as necessary.
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going on site - as the site is effectively 
managed for it. More importantly, at 
the end of the works, there is a duty to 
sign a Robust Details Compliance 
Certificate, which states that the con­
struction of the relevant separating 
elements has been ‘properly con­
structed in accordance with the 
relevant robust details specification 
sheet(s) and associated checklist(s). 
Once again, we advise caution.

Given the historic dangers related to

Don't sign anything
Once on site, you are provided with a 
checklist related to each of the rele­
vant robust details, which the site 
manager/supervisor is required to 
check off, sign and date. It is not the 
same, say, as signing off dayworks. 
Signing the checklist is an onerous 
responsibility and we advise architects 
to not be drawn in. These checklists 
are handed into the Building Control 
to satisfy it that it need not bother
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Growing pains tion; from burgers to buildings. He 
derides
who he says ‘include almost everyone 
in Western societies’. In his view, 
‘today’s average consumer may be an 
everyday victim of foolishness and fee­
ble-mindedness in their consumer 
behaviour’. Such consumers struggle to 
purchase what he sees as crass con­
sumer goods, such as flat-screen 
televisions, yet obtaining them does 
not make people any happier. Presum­
ably only the enlightened ones, such as 
Hamilton himself, have the inner 
strength to overcome such primitive 
cravings. People, like architects, who 
feed such cravings, are, by definition, 
morally culpable.

Apart from his distasteful snob­
bery, Hamilton’s world view also 
embodies a powerful sense of low 
expectations. He assumes that con­
temporary society has achieved all it 
should on a material level. Hamilton 
does not recognise that the West 
could benefit from being even more 
prosperous. The ability to conceive, to 
develop, to construct, is anathema to 
him. Architects should consider the 
dangerous logic of this position. With

‘gullible consumers.
DANIEL BEN-AMI

Growth Fetish
By Clive Hamilton. Pluto Press, 2004.262pp. £12.99

Growth Fetish is an eloquent restate­
ment of one of the most pervasive 
and pernicious assumptions underly­
ing contemporary debates on society.
Clive Hamilton, an economist and 
the head of an Australian think tank, 
believes that the world has developed 
an unhealthy obsession with eco­
nomic growth. He argues that beyond 
a certain point, once the economy has 
reached a reasonable level of subsis­
tence, striving for affluence can only 
make everyone miserable.

In a strange way, Hamilton’s view 
of the world parallels that embodied 
in The OC, a popular American tele­
vision series now showing on 
Channel 4. In The OC, set in Newport 
Beach in California’s Orange County, 
everyone is stunningly beautiful and 
fabulously rich. Yet they are also 
deeply unhappy. The inhabitants of 
The OC live in palatial homes and

drive giant cars but their many mal­
adies include alcohol abuse, gay 
bashing, shoplifting and suicide 
attempts. Unsurprisingly, therapists 
play an important role in helping the 
characters deal with their troubled 
personal relationships.

The appeal of The OC to viewers - 
besides the obvious one of watching 
beautiful people - should be clear. It 
is possible to covet the luxurious 
lifestyles of Orange County while 
simultaneously enjoying the misfor­
tunes of the pampered rich. In an 
unequal society, it is natural that the 
majority of us who are not super-rich 
supermodels get pleasure from 
watching a portrayal of the troubled 
lives of the wealthy.

While sneering at affluence may 
make good television, it is bad politics. 
Hamilton’s book can also be seen as an 
elitist critique of popular consump­

m Closing the Loop: Benchmariis for 
3 Sustainable Buildings
I Sue Roaf. RIBA Enterprises, July 2004.

P Benchmark* ^ 544pp. £29.95

for sustalnabtB 
buildings

Engineering Materials Science; Properties, 
Uses, Degradation, Remediation 
Hugh McArthur and Duncan Spalding. 
Horwood Publishing. 2004.577pp. £45

Soon to be published.thisbookattempts to provided 
more'holistlc approach'to the fragmented 
development system.lt explores carbon emission 
reduction, performance indicators and sustainable 
building standards.

A specialist book, not for the fainthearted, this 
informative textbook starts with the'structureof the 
atom! moves on to the 'kinetic theory equation for a 
gas’ and finishes with 'exothermic and endothermic 
reactions'. While this might sound a trifle turgid 
and intimidating - which it is - there is lots of 
highly useful Inforrnation contained within this well- 
indexed tome.

Effectively it brings together tots of European 
standards and explains them - including timber- 
strength classes, the fire characteristics of concretes 
(and the various benefits of fire extinguishers), 
characteristics and uses of practically all solvents and 
adhesives,aggregates testing, etc.On the section on 
water and moisture you can find out what a 
cloud is,the advantages and disadvantages of 
hard water, an explanation of surface tension or 
the nature ofeffiorescence.lt is a fascinating read 
- or rather, something to dip into - but the 
presentation reminded me of a 1970s cylcostyled 
physics textbook.

fi Available from www.ribabookshops.com*

Tension Structures: Form and Behaviour
Wanda J Lewis. Thomas Telford, 2003. 
256pp. £30Tension

•truoturea

This book explores roofing tension structures - from 
cable trusses to membranes and pre-stressed nets - 
and examines the computational process of form- 
finding the shape of the'structure'. Further examples 
range from suspension bridges to roof shells and Lewis 
looks at the most common'misconceptions'related to 
their design.
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could still find a publisher in the 1960s, 
the economic and political changes of 
the 1970s put an end to that.’

Such a claim rightly outraged Geoff 
Mulgan, the prime minister’s head of 
policy, at the London launch of Growth 
Fetish. Mulgan made the point that 
during the past 30 years a whole litera­
ture of ‘growth scepticism’ has 
emerged. He should know because, in 
addition to his familiarity with the aca­
demic work on the subject, New 
Labour has embodied growth scepti­
cism as a central tenet of its policy. For 
instance, under Gordon Brown the 
possibilities of economic boom are 
always set against the dangers of a bust.

Despite Hamilton’s radical preten­
sions, he is completely within the 
contemporary mainstream. He is a 
conservative in the most literal sense 
of wanting people to be content wnth 
what they already have. And he 
reserves a special contempt for those 
who purposefully strive to improve 
their lives. Architects should read this 
book and remember why they got 
into the profession in the first place. 
Daniel Ben-Ami is an author and

porary society. Judged by improve­
ments in living standards alone, it is 
surprising that people are often so mis­
erable. However, Hamilton is wrong to 
attribute such unhappiness to eco­
nomic growth. Indeed it is Ironic that 
in this respect he is guilty of the vulgar 
economic determinism he so readily 
attributes to others.

For Hamilton’s key assumption - 
that this level of affluence is as good as 
it gets - itself underlies much of the 
misery in contemporary society. In 
effect he is telling people that they 
should be happy with their lot. Rather 
than strive to improve their lives, they 
should exercise self-restraint.

From this perspective, perhaps, the 
most astonishing of Hamilton’s claims 
is that he is a lone voice warning of the 
dangers of rampant growth. Before the 
book even starts he quotes George 
Bernard Shaw, saying; ‘All great truths 
start as blasphemies.’ Hamilton 
acknowledges that E J Mishan, an 
economist whose book The Costs of 
Economic Growth was first published in 
1967, anticipated some of this argu­
ments. But Hamilton goes on to at^e 
that: ‘While doubters such as Mishan journalist

the extra resources that more eco­
nomic growth could generate, we 
used to recognise that it would be 
possible to build far better hospitals, 
schools and universities. The aged 
would no longer need to live in des­
perate poverty and the mass of us 
could have far more free time to do 
what we enjoyed. By accepting 
Hamilton’s rejection of such possibil­
ities, he repudiates a central element 
of human progress.

Of course, the living standards of 
the poor of the developing world are 
way below those of the West. For 
Hamilton they need more growth: ‘As 
long as it is growth of the right sort and 
not the type that feeds the extravagant 
lifest)des of crony capitalists and the 
power of rapacious finance houses.’ 
Despite Hamilton’s caricature, the 
aspiration for the poorer countries 
should be to raise their living standards 
to at least those prevalent in the West. 
The problem of global inequality is not 
that the developed world is too rich but 
that the developing world is not nearly 
wealthy enough.

Hamilton has a point in recognising 
the prevalent unhappiness in contem-

‘Despite 

Hamilton’s 

radical 

pretentions, 

he is

completely 

within the 

contemporary 
mainstream’

Advanced Project 

,4 Management: A Structured 
. Approach (Fourth Edition)

'V Frederick Harrison and Dennis 

Lock. Gower, 2004.315pp. £67.50

Conceptual Structural Design: Bridging The Gap Between Architects and Engineers 
Olga Larsen and AndyTyas. Thomas Telford, 2003.232pp. £25

;

One theory and one 
practical section investigate 
sources of inspiration for 
developing architectural 
structural form.Case studies 
range from the Chelsea 
Flower Show Pavilion to the 
Eden Project It is presented 
without mathematical 
jiggery-pokery to help non- 
structural readers.This is 
Intended to be an 
'inspirational text'... i'll 
leave rt to you to judge.

■i.CONCS=TUAL STRUCTURAL DESIGN;
Bridging tht gap between architects and engineers I Significantly updated since the last 

edition a decade ago,this contains 
sections on procurement and the 
supplychain.qualitymanagement ^

‘ risk management templates, 
j resource rescheduling, cost and 
I management accounting and fast- 
I track planning.

This book Is a no-nonsense guide 
that benefits from its in-print 
longevity.lt is straightforward, well 
laid out but with a slightly 
egregious American feel to It Don't 
be put off by the selling spiel that 
suggests that you 'generate 
synergyacrossprojectsubsystems’ 
orthatyoucan'leamhowtodeal | 
with managerial rogues'- this is | 

plainly and simply a handy guide to I 
-> business discipline. §

O.PaporicLnrten A.Tfos
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Greece is the word above 8ni/second - classified as a 
‘moderate breeze’ When the roof was 
in place, 10 days ahead of the deadline 
set by the International Olympic Com­
mittee, the Greek deputy culture 
minister Fani Palli-Petralia rightly said 
that ‘today we won the first bet’.

Calatrava’s 4,000-tonne Velodrome 
roof was rolled into place more than 
three months ago to little fanfare. 
Maybe we just don’t like success stories. 
Meanwhile, specialist architectural 
practice Sport Concepts, based in Lon­
don, designed the Taekwondo and 
Handball Arena in association with 
local practice TPA.

The 8,000-seat indoor arena is one 
of the major new facilities. According 
to Mike Smith, Sport Concepts’ 
design principal: ‘The intent was to 
create a landmark facility that will 
serve the local community and act as 
a beacon; attracting the public to the 
newly developed waterfront.’

Fortunately, none of these schemes 
has been content to be ftted as one of 
Britain’s lovable heroic failures. 
Andreas Papadopoidos is an architect 
working in Cyprus

The focus on delays to the Olympic stadia has distracted 
from the architectural and engineering achievements
BY ANDREAS PAPADOPOULDS

Will they, won’t they? The big con­
struction question of the moment is 
will the Athens Olympic stadia be 
ready in time for the UK’s athletes to 
be knocked out in the heats. As you 
can see, it is a tight timescale.

Santiago Calatrava has attempted 
to turn a decrepit 20-year-old complex 
of sports buildings in and around 
Athens into a state-of-the-art venue for 
the 2004 Olympics. If he succeeds, this 
could be his greatest triumph and the 
last time we hear negative comments 
about Greek construction workers. In 
any scheme racing to finish, it is pri­
marily the landKaping that will suffer.

A lot of panic about the building 
has been created in the lay press. The 
buildings will, to all intents and pur­
poses, be completed. And they will be 
magnificent. There may be teething 
troubles but there is hardly an archi­
tect in the world with the audacity to 
withhold Practical Completion.

And the focus on delays ignores the 
realities of life on site. Originally Cala­
trava’s design for the roof of the main 
Olympic stadium weighed 13,000 
tonnes. But after the earthquake in 
Athens in 1999, the foundation details 
had to be modified to take into

account the affects of the heat and lava 
flows on the supporting soil strata. 
Accordingly, the structure has 
increased in weight by 5,000 tonnes 
with consequent implications on its 
design, testing and construction.

That is all in the past. Now, the two 
completed halves of the main stadium 
dome have come together. Standing 
more than 70m high at their apex, the 
support ‘arches’ were constructed in 
isolation and then each one rolled 
along 65m of reinforced concrete rails 
into position. More than a third of the 
roofs 25,000m’ of glazing was 
installed prior to the move to max­
imise the overlap in site activities and 
reduce the programme delays wherev­
er possible. It was a gamble that paid 
off, because work would have to have 
been halted if wind speeds had risen

Main pic: 
Calatrava’s 
completed 
velodrome. 
Above: the two 
halves of 
themain stadium 
roof coming 
together in early 
June.Above 
right: Sports 
Concepts'new 
arena on the 
coast

East End splash 
The London Development Agency 
has launched a competition to 
design the Aquatics Centre for the 
city's 2012 Olympic Games and 
Paralympic Games bid.The disused 
site is five minutes from Stratford 
Station in the Lower Lea Valley, east 
London. All entries will be judged on 
whether they are practical to build 
and whether they can be delivered 
to budget.The designs will also need 
to be flexible so that the Centre can 
accommodate the Olympic Games, 
future swimming competitions and 
the needs of local communities.
Site clearance will start this summer. 
Expressions of interest should 
be lodged by July 5 to 
aqudtk-prequal@capita.co.uk.
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The BBA approved 
rooflight range
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safelight trilite triliteultra
Brett l^rtln Da)rl.jht Syttamt now have BBA CertJfleation on our complete range o^T^tt«e GftP in-plane me and factory auembled rooltehcs. In 
** "xlepwJewly certiftes eht perfermance of our .vpiane GRP n»Agh« and proWdes oor cunomen with the coidMence that our
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Bren Martin OaySght System* provides the widest variety of rooAght products ever avaiiabie from one source and wH provide impartial advice 
on the most appropriate rooflight for any project

Vaults • Domes • Roof Glazing • In Plane Rooflights

Tel: 0845 6088 999 Fax:024 7660 2745
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Daylight Systems m. p

www.daylightsystems.com
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS DESIGN MANAGEMENT RECENT CLIENTSRISK MANAGEMENT
STRATEGIC FIRE ENGINEERING

Amec

SAFE is a fire and risk engineering oonsuftancy 
working closely with ciients to achieve our key objectives 
of reducing risk, enhancing safety and adding value 
projects, from conception to completion.

The service provided by SAFE’e Strategic Fire 
Engineering team includes:

> Reviewing building designs at an early stage

> Establishing the client's objectives

^ (dentffyfng areas where fire engineering 
cen add value to the project or enable the 
overall objectives to be delivered effectively.

Having worked on over 400 projects worldwide, the team 
has a depth of experience that will complement any 
business or design team in their endeavor to enhance 
value, salety and quality wHhin their given field.

BAA
BBC
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BBC BftOAOCASTING HOUSE, London 
Ctimh BBC
Architect MacCermac JamiMon Prichard 
Value: £ 400m 
Area: 1m m H
REMOVAL OF TWO PROTECTED MEANS OF 
ESCAPE STAIRS BY EVACUATION ASSESSMENT

REMOVAL Of PRESSURISATION OF TEN 
STAIRCASES

REOUCnON OF FIRE RATING BETWEEN 
BUILDINGS FROM 120 MINUTES TO 90 MINUTE

USE OF TOUGHENED GLAZING IN ATRIA IN 
UEU OF RRE RATED GLAZING BY USE OF A 
SMOKE CONTROL SYSTEM

Coelsavinoe; El.7m 
Area savings: 140m>

BM
> Jones Lang LsSane 

LandSecuhbes 
fVudsnialftiliafly 

kmebnentLld 
Rkfsd Itogan 
SelhdBesaat 
Gantlope FlC 
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CONTACT

To see how your project can benefit from SAFE’S services, contact: 
TOM SEMPLE «44 (0120 7631 5300

Safe Consulting Limited
tom.sem0e9safe.w.com MRS i SISK ENQINEEKINB

eONswmaaSbMf Iomm witscu

wi«w.ufe.a<i.coni
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webwatch

lime has come 
to raze a point 
about spelling...

Collateral warranties are 
just waiting to be awoken
'Has anyone ever successfully sued on a collater­
al warranty?,' leading construction lawyer Ann 
Minogue recently bewailed in a well-known 
industry publication. The reason for her com­
plaint was that rounding up warranties from 
all those involved in a complex project is a 
time-consuming task. What is the point, she 
wondered, if nobody bothers with them 
afterwards.

The need for collateral warranties sprang from 
the line of cases which culminated with Murphy v 
Brentwood (1991). Before then, the age-old 
problem,that the ultimate owner or occupier of 
a building seldom had a contract with those 
who designed or built it, had been solved by the 
law of tort. It did not matter that those saddled 
with a defective building 
had no contractual claim, 
because those responsible 
for the defects owed them 
adutyofcare.

If the defects were 
attributable to negligent 
design or construction,the 
owner or occupier could 
still recover the cost of 
repairs. The House of Lords 
put an end to all that when 
it decided in Murphy that, 
in general, local authorities,contractors and con­
struction professionals owed no common law 
duties to the ultimate user.

Needless to say developers did not, overnight, 
decide that they would hang on to their build­
ings or do away with the notion of leaseholders' 
full repairing obligations. Nor were purchasers 
particularly keen to assume responsibility for 
all the defects that might be lurking, latently, in 
their new building. Thus the collateral warranty 
was born - a contractual arrangement that 
bridged the gap between a project's original 
providers and its ultimate consumers.

By the mid 1990s collateral warranties had 
become the hot topic, with sell-out seminars 
bringing legal draughtspeople up to date with 
the myriad ways of proteaing the building- 
users, while not overexposing the building- 
producers. Since then collateral warranties have 
become a fact of life, sitting forgotten In filing 
cabinets across the country. Until the roof starts 
to leak, that is, when the warranties are pulled 
out and pored over to see whether they can, 
indeed, be relied upon.

It is said, no doubt apocryphally,that it takes, 
about six years for latent defects to manifest 
themselves. This six-year period coincides 
with the ordinary limitation period for claims 
for breach of contract. Since Murphy, most con­
tracts for sizeable projects, and their attendant 
warranties, are executed under seal, and have 
a 12-year limitation period. Consequently it 
seems that it now takes about 12 years for a 
building to fail, as was illustrated neatly by the 
recent Court of Appeal case of Northern & Shell 
pic vJohn Laing Construction (16.7.03).

The defendant contractor (JLC) built an office 
block for a developer in London's Millwall Dock. 
It was completed in 1989. It was a term of JLC's 
contract that it would enter into warranties 

under seal with the pur­
chaser and its successors. 
In January 1990 JLC duly 
warranted that it had 
complied with the terms 
of the main contract. 
Eleven-and-a-half years 
later the building had 
changed owner and 
changed name. Further­
more the cladding had 
failed, with the result that 
the building was not 

effectively weatherproof or thermally secure.
In late 2001, the new owner claimed against 

JLC on the warranty. JLC argued that time start­
ed to run from the date of practical completion 
in May 1989 and that the claim was out of time. 
The claimant said that time did not start to run 
until the warranty was entered into in January 
1990 a nd they were in time. They could not, they 
argued, have a claim before they had a contract.

The Court of Appeal held that it was dear that 
the parties intended that the warranty should be 
backdated to the date of practical completion 
and agreed that the claim was out of time.

The purpose of the warranty was plainly that 
the claimants should step into the shoes of the 
employer under the building contract, that had 
12 years from practical completion within which 
to bring a claim. Although the warranty had ret­
rospective effect, it stilt provided the certainty of 
the normal limitation period to both the con­
tractor and the warranty holder.

So the answer to the opening lament ls:'They 
try, Ann, they try.'

As editors regularly point out to me. It Is 
pots calling kettles black when I 
comment on spelling on web sites but I 
can't resist this one on last week's 
GreenSpec. One of the actions under the 
heading'Demolition' is 'Raise to the 
groundl Perhaps they meant 'raze to the 
ground'?

As hard drives get bigger and bigger 
- andcheaperandcheaper-thatold 
partitioning application fdisk needs 
updating, because it does not (in its 
Win98 incarnation at least) work with 
drives bigger than around 60Gb. The 
solution is to download a fix from 
Microsoft. Go to http://support. 
microsoft.com and enter the 
knowledgebase article ID 263044 and 
click on the second item 'Fdisk does not 
recognize...'etc. Scroll down to your 
language download and when it is on 
your computer click on it and after a bit 
of crunching hey presto, fdisk will report 
the correct size of 60Gb-plus drives. 
There is also a fix on the support site for 
partitioning hard drives larger than 
SOOGb, but H you have drives that big 
you probably have a permanent IT 
person on your staff. Ah, I have just seen 
a 250Gb drive for just over £100 
including VAT, so maybe not.

A final report on Atomic Clock Sync 
from www.chaossoftware.com.Two 
months later it is running consistently in 
line with the talking clockand two 
seconds faster than AboutTime from 
www.arachnoid.com/abouttime/index. 
html. That Is good enough for me. Both 
of them. And Mandrake Linux 10?So far 
It has been a piece of cake. But aKhough 
it Is supposed to be able to. It could not 
work out that I had two monitors and 
two separate video cards, (could get 
huffy about this, but since the new 
operating system works seamlessly 
across the two monitors I am not going 
to. Meantime I languish forlornly 
hoping that Open Office will include a 
wordcount icon on Its next Incarnation - 
and enable a considerably faster 
loading speed than It does now.
Acrobat Reader 6 is almost faster. 
5utherland.lyall§>btiniernet.com

'Purchasers were 
not particularly 
keen to assume 
responsibility for 
all the defects ’

Kim Franklin
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British Gypsum-isover

A cavity wall insulant that gives me a solutionu

to Part E has got to be the one to specify

Already the choice of builders lookingThe big worry for house builders today is
for a fire safe partial-fill cavity wallhow to meet the demanding party wall

acoustic requirements of Part E 2003 insulant to meet thermal requirements,
with a solution that avoids a return to now Isowool Hi-Therm is a proven party
wet trades and internal render coats. wall acoustic solution.

Isowool Hi-Therm is the perfect solution. 
Positioned in the party wall cavity, site 
tests show that Part E demands can 
easily be met, even with a plasterboard 
dry lining.

Thermal and acoustic regulations 
satisfied with just one product on site - 
Isowool Hi-Therm.

SOUND ADVICE

To find out more, telephone British Gypsum-lsover on 0115 94S 1050 
or visit www.isowool.com. THERMALACOUSTiC
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review

The photo of the Tehran street which Peter 
Smithson sent to his client Axel Bruchhauser

(Golden Lane and the ClAM 1950 ‘grilles’ 
look especially gorgeous.)

As to the houses - what a range! Even 
though Robin Hood is never once men­
tioned. I still squirm at the House of the 
Future, with its absurd Star Trek and pixie- 
costumed models looking embarrassed 
amid its equally absurdly styled gadgetry 
and surfaces. Colomina’s article on this 
house deals only with styling: there is noth­
ing on how one might possibly inhabit it; 
what one might do with or within it. ‘The 
Smithsons wanted to offer an alternative to 
the endless reproduction of detached houses 
on one (often tiny) lot,’ says Risselada. So 
they proposed these blobs in the centre of 
tiny plots at 70 to the acre, up and down nar­
row roads with no off-street parking. Such 
crude banality as an image of the future 
1980s, and this at a time when Europeans 
such as Utzon, De Carlo and van Eyck were 
really exploring that domestic alternative!

There are other horrors here, like the 
Rumble villa scheme with its bizarre central 
enclosed living space, even more oppressive 
than the Haus am Horn; their own - built 
but probably uninhabitable - Upper Lawn, 
running in condensation, a hermit’s lookout 
in freezing or boiling austerity.

But mainly this volume is rich with fasci­
nating thoughts on ordinariness and ‘as 
found’ from the early work, and equally star­
tlingly original architectural Ideas towards 
the end.

And it is through drawings and images 
here that we learn even more than from the 
supporting texts. We can closely explore the 
Sudgen house or the proposed Bates house 
from half a century ago. We follow the Smith- 
sons’ growing concern with the glut of 
domestic belongings from the ‘two gantries’ 
house (1977) to Peter’s ‘put-away house’ with 
its wonderful configuration around storage 
(1993-2000). And we can see the last accre­
tions which slowly created Axel Bruchhauser’s 
‘Hexenhaus’, within the theme which Peter 
Smithson called ‘conglomerate ordering'.

The image in the architect’s mind is illu­
minated by a photograph he sent to his 
client two years ago, showing a street in 
Tehran.‘Somehow this picture has the “con­
tent” of the new spaces at the Hexenhaus,’ he 
wrote. This warm and humane, complex and 
most subtly ordinary picture sums up that 
art of inhabitation which only Peter Smith- 
son could evoke.
John McKean is a professor at Brighton School 
of Architecture

Enigma variations
JOHNMcKEAN

Alison and Peter Smithson - From the House of the Future to a House of Today
Edited by Dirk van den Heuvel and Max Risselada. 010 Publishers, 2004.238 pp. £35

The title and the charming cover of this 
oddly-formed but seductively produced vol­
ume might surprise the innocent browser 
who opens it. For it is no client’s coffee-table 
volume of dream houses.

Not that the Smithsons ever shunned 
publicity. 7’he word ‘shrinking’ does not 
come to mind, though violets may have cov­
ered Peter’s shirts. They were expert at 
regurgitating material - picking it up, turn­
ing it over, putting it with (their definition of 
‘as found’). So that it morphs, reappears 
once more anew, and then finally, just before 
Peter’s death last year, there it all is again in 
the vast and pompous The Charged Void:
Architecture, the first of a three volume, 
themed, oeuvre complete.

Valuable critiques, however, have been far 
rarer. For the Smithsons are difficult and 
enigmatic. They might be pretentious and 
unbelievably boorish; they might be charm­
ing, humorous and deeply original. Their 
work, similarly, could force us, for example, 
to look at domestic design anew; and it 
could be Robin Hood Gardens. (‘The fussy 
and drab building conjured up to cope with 
the (appallingl situation - which it fails to 
do - shows the error of depending on style to
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solve urban planning problems,’ as Anthony 
McIntyre politely commented in 1996.)

They have generated a certain mystique 
among architects and become the object of 
the gaze of historians. Yet, as Stephen Green - 
berg noted with some exasperation when 
reviewing Modernism without Rhetoric: 
Essays on A + P Smiihsoti,‘soineone must tell 
a new generation why this architecture mat­
tered.’(AI 19.3.98)

Recently, however, there has been a shift, 
perhaps beginning with OASF' 51 (where 
Henkt Engel and Enrlc Mlralles joined the 
present authors). This new mood is best seen 
in the Smithson symposium at the AA 
before Christmas, the more recent Design 
Museum exhibition (AJ 22.1.04), and now 
the book of that show, offering the Smith- 
sons’ take on domestic inhabitation.

Their houses (almost all unbuilt) are here 
lovingly documented, sandwiched between 
critical introductions, by the editors and 
Beatriz Colomina, and yet more fragments 
of Smithson text. This is beautifully pro­
duced in the current habit of treating 
architectural drawings as archival art works, 
the patina of yellowing Sellotape to be loved 
as much as the Smithsons’ odd typing error.

1 July 2aO-4



Dutch diversity In the examples presented, what is notable 
is a process of evolution from the post-war 
reconstruction models of urbanism, in which 
new neighbourhoods were routinely assem­
bled by repetition of standard modules or 
clusters of mixed-rise housing - such as the 
Pendrecht district of Rotterdam or Delft’s 
Voorhof - through to a more responsive 
approach, where the masterplan celebrates the 
specific features and geometry of the existing 
landscape but combines it with bold interven­
tions. TTiis is exemplified by the work of 
landscape architect Riek Bakker at Frinsen- 
land near Rotterdam, within which Mecanoo 
Architects then fragmented and recomposed 
standard housing types.

One of the most fascinating aspects to 
readers on this side of the Channel is the 
account of the evolution of the two new cities 
of the Flevopiolder, Lelystad (begun in 1959) 
and Almere (from 1978). While the former 
has followed a conventional zoned structure, 
Almere has flourished under a more flexible 
and open-ended masterplan offering a wide 
choice of lifestyles and evolving into what NAJ 
curator Jaaplan Berg describes as the leading 
laboratory for Dutch domestic architecture 
in the past 25 years; notably with a series 
of experimental neighbourhoods, including 
live-work homes by Hertzberger and ‘multi­
phase’ houses by Koolhaas.

And there are echoes of the glory days of 
Milton Keynes, perhaps, in the Projectbureau 
Almere, the young planning team who set the 
framework for the new city.
Neil ftirfcyn is an architect, town planner and 
director of Huntingdon Associates

NEILPARKYN

Living In the Lowlands: The Dutch Domestic Scene 1850-2004 

NAI Publishers, 2004.240pp. £26

With memorable exceptions, what we take to 
be the core of Dutch architecture is domestic, 
an environment which the editors of this vol­
ume describe as ‘the collective lived reality 
inhabited every day by its residents’, fust how 
varied the furiiis that this environment can 
take could hardly be better presented than by 
this selection of housing projects drawn from 
the archives of the Netherlands Architecture 
Institute in Rotterdam.

In telling the story, NAI Director Aaron 
Betsky and Head of Collections Mariet Will- 
inge have selected 15 characteristic schemes 
which demonstrate this diversity, ranging 
from WM Dudok’s seemly municipal housing 
in Hilversum to the wilder extremes of design 
in the Ypenburg neighbourhood near the 
Hague, where West 8 and MVRDV among 
others have been at work.

Visionary ideas sit alongside the practical 
world of well-wrought housing schemes.
Uniquely among European nations, the 
Netherlands has been under perennial pres­
sure to make best use of limited space: hence, 
urban visions at the grandest of scales are 
well represented here, including OMA’s 
provocative proposals for settlement of the 
agro-industry zones and the megastructure 
accommodating 350,000 people envisaged by 
the Bakema and Klopma Pampus expansion

plan for Amsterdam of 1964-65.
In contrast to such a hard-edged hypothe­

sis, we are shown the scraps of butter paper on 
which Aldo van Eyck and Theo Bosch pen­
cilled their first thoughts on the basic design 
principles for the regeneration of Amster­
dam’s Nieumarkt Quarter, where Bosch 
designed the Pentagon residential complex 
(1975-83), a building he described as having a 
‘distinctive,but smiling face’.

A side benefit of this approach is that it 
points up the telling adjacencies and contrasts 
encountered everywhere in Dutch domestic 
architecture. Those used to the familiar 
images of the stripped, streamlined forms of I 
I P Cud’s Kiefhoek housing in Rotterdam 
(1925-1930) will be surprised by the contem­
porary aerial view showing the scheme in its 
context, with pitched-roofed public housing 
from earlier in the century as its neighbour.

Conceived by the architect as the building 
equivalent of a mass production car, 
Kiefhoek can now be seen as an ingenious 
and skilful solution to creating a civilised 
neighbourhood of some 300 homes at no 
more than two storeys, with the sketches 
published here revealing Cud's great interest 
in cresting an urban composition with well- 
defined private space which also achieved 
village-like intimacy.

Waiting for the End of the World
By Richard Ross. Princeton Architectural Press, 

2004.144pp. £12.50

Before the end of the Cold War, this was the 
nuclear shelter for a factory in St Petersburg - 
now, after a little nrtakeover, it's 'The Trendy 
Griboyedov Gxib'{pictured left). Richard Ross's 
photographic survey of these subterrar\ean hide­
outs isn’t sytefnatk:Cold War provision predomi­
nates. but there are pictures too of Second World 
War shelters in London,of 1930s tunnels beneath 
the Chinese village of Jiaozhuanghu - made for 
the Sino-Japanese War but now a tourist attrac­
tion - and of caves in Cappodocia where early 
Christians hid from Roman armies.

The Cold War shehers range from the clinical 
or palpably malign to the incongruously cosy 
(armchairs, bookshelves, a rustic timber ceiiirtg). 
Strange to think how hush-hush they were so 
recently:now a sign on the A128 points to a 
'Secret Nuclear Bunker'.
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Male voice choir The building descriptions reveal an aston­
ishing breadth and depth of research. A 
curious circular garden In the middle of a 
country lane on the approach to Castelmarti n 
has been revealed as a former stone-built 
pound of 1780 for stray animals (creating one 
of the first roundabouts in the county). Near­
by, the most-westerly great landscape garden 
in Wales is illustrated as the setting for the for­
mer Palladian villa Stackpole Court, believed 
to be by Colen Campbell, but tragically 
demolished in 1963. Drawings of the scheme 
show a calm simplicity and help explain the 
stunning landscape that remains.

Tenby is a particular focus for superlative 
descriptions. Augustus lohn is quoted as 
finding that ‘you niay travel the world over, 
but you will find nothing more beautiful’. 
Here we are also told that the Greek inscrip­
tion from Kuripedes on Cockerell’s 1810 
sea-water bath-house translates as ‘The sea 
cleanses all men s pollution’ - a poignant 
reminder of close links with nature.

Nearly 50 pages are devoted to the tiny 
city of St David’s, as the cathedral is consid­
ered to be the most important religious 
building in Wales. By contrast, the evolution 
of the emerging new building type for non­
conformist chapels is a fascinating case 
study in designing from first principles.

The drawn illustrations combine archive 
material and helpful diagrams within the 
body of the text. Colour and black-and- 
white photographs are successfully grouped 
together to minimise any interruption to the 
flow of text, and their variable quality can 
perhaps be excused by the informative selec­
tion, including two contrasting houses by 
James Gowan and Future Systems.

In addition to the three authors of Pem- 
rokeshire there are four contributors, and so 
it is inevitable that the presentation is more 
complex than in Pevsner’s more individual 
original guides. For example, the develop­
ment of Milford’s town plan is covered three 
times from different viewpoints. The prod­
uct is therefore not a solo performance, but 
more like a chorus by a well-trained choir.

This sense of singularity of purpose and 
communal effort perhaps also defines an 
emerging sense of Welshncss. No individual 
architects or builders emerge as a dominant 
force in the buildings of Pembrokeshire. The 
abundance of deligJitful structures is always 
set off against the greater forces of environ­
ment and landscape. This is encapsulated 
neatly in the jacket illustrations that show 
Carew Castle and the exquisite Caerfarchell 
nonconformist chapel (pictured), neither of 
which has an attributed architect.
DavidMorley is an architect in London
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DAVID MORLEY

The Buildings of Wales: Pembrokeshire
By Thomas Lloyd, Julian Orbach and Robert Scourfield.Yale University Press, 2004. £29.95

If Pevsner discovered Englishness through 
his series of architectural guides The Build- 
ings of England, are Thomas Lloyd, Julian 
Orbach and Robert Scourfield discovering 
Welshness in The Buildings ofWalesl

This is the fourth volume in the emerging 
series that will eventually cover all of Wales. It 
follows the established Pevsner format but, as 
with other recent editions, the longer intro­
ductions make these books more than a 
simple point of reference. Pembrokeshire is 
really three books in one. First, the 98-page 
introduction provides a comprehensive back­
ground to the context and architecture of the 
county from prehistoric times to the present. 
Second, the building descriptions provide an 
astonishingly comprehensive guide. Third, 
the glossaries are in themselves a compact dic­
tionary of architecture, mixing the standard 
Pevsner glossary with some helpful notes that 
explain the meaning of Welsh place names.

For a county of such outstanding natural 
beauty, it seems entirely appropriate that the 
introduction begins by describing the land­
scape. An emerging theme is that landscape, 
geology and climate have had a powerful 
influence on Pembrokshire’s buildings. Cli­
mate change is discussed as a key factor in
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determining prehistoric settlement patterns, 
and the need to minimise climate change is a 
unifying factor for the very small selection of 
notable recent buildings that are illustrated.

The complex geology is responsible for a 
variety of local building stones. Some are too 
porous to resist the damp climate, hence the 
abundance of roughcast and render. Some 
are too hard to be intricately carved, hence a 
more simple approach to detail.

The introduction covers many revealing 
facts about Pembrokeshire: nowhere in the 
county is more than 10 miles from the sea; 
John Nash was the only ‘pure’ architect prac­
tising west of Swansea in 1780 after his retreat 
from London to escape his bankrupt past; the 
great iron roofs covering the shipyards at 
Pembroke Dock were built by the engineers of 
the Cr)^tal Palace. Sadly, many architectural 
highlights describe what might have been or 
is no more - the roofs at Pembroke Dock are 
gone and John Nash’s opportunities were 
restricted. Pevsners incisive critical style 
emerges where the authors’ lament Nash’s 
lack of involvement in the planning of the 
new town at Milford: ‘He would surely have 
traced out something of more flourish than 
the simple grid plan that proceeded.’



diary

London
SMing Vtottia: Tlia Rtnarkable Stary 
af a Saana Caaotry Houia 2July-2S 
September. An exhibition at the 
Soane Museum, 13 Lincoln's Inn 
Fields, WC2.details 020 74404246.
P G Modahauaa's Guida ta Caacar 
Friday 2 July.By Katherine Vaughan- 
Williams (formerly Shonfield) at the 
Riverside Studios, Hammersmith. 
Details 020 82371111.
Areklf ram Until4Jufy. An exhibition 
at the Design Museum, ShadThames, 
SEI.Details 0870833 9955.
The Work af Powall and Moya Monday 
SJuly, f8.30.An RA discussion at the 
Geological Society, Piccadilly, W1. 
Tickets 020 7300 5839.
Sir Patar Hall Wedr}e$day7July, 18.00. 
A UDG lecture at The Gallery,77 
CowcrossStECI (02072500892).
M Praiecta Refiawf2-303uiy.Atthe 
Architectural Association, 36 Bedford 
Sq,WC1 .Details 020 7887 4000 
Oennii Gilhertand Jan May 16Jufy- 
) 7 Sepremfaec Architectural 
photographs at Photofusion, 17a 
Electric Lane, SW9 (020 7738 5774). 
New Sculplaraa ky Rntkeny Cara Until 
25 July. At Kenwood House, 
Hampstead.Details 02083481286. 
JI13: A Malti-Oisciplinary Exkikition an 
an Urkan Archetype L/ml/253u/y. At the 
Wapping Project. Wapping Wall,
El.Details www4rchltecture 
foundation.org.uk 
PerrauK’a New Mariintky Tkeatra, St 
Patercharg Until28August.An 
exhibition at the Building Centre, 26 
Store St, WC1 .Details 020 7692 6209. 
Housing Design Awards 2004 Until 3 
September. An exhibition at RIBA,66 
Portland Place, W1. Details 020 
75805533.
Fratelli Alinari: Tha Changing Face af 
Italy 1855-1935 Until 19September.
A photographic exhibition at the 
Estorick Collection, 39a Canonbury 
Sq,N 1 .Details 020 7704 9522.

Patrick Redmond01583 373477. 
RIBA CPI Esant: Baandary Issues
Thursday22Ju!y, /4.<W.Af the Apollo 
Hotel,Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
Details 01212332321.

Yorkshire
RIBA CPU Evant: The New ^ductian 
Infarmatien Cade Tuesday20 July.
At Wakefield Town Hall.Details0113 
2456250.
With Hidden Nona UntilS August.
An exhibition at the Henry Moore 
lnstitute,74the Headrow.Leeds. 
Detalls0n32343158.
Lime Week 4-7October. A 
conservation studies course at the 
University of York. Details 
www.york.ac.uk/dpts/arch/ 
Welfgang Winter + Berthold Hirkelt 
Until 31 October. ‘Crate houses'etc at 
the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Bretton 
Hall, near Wakefield (01924 832631).

Scotland
City ee Loft 12 July-12 September.
At The Lighthouse, 11 Mitchell Lane. 
Glasgow.Details0141 2216362. 
Strathclyda Architecture Shew Until IS 
July. At 131 Rottenrow, Glasgow. 
Details0141 5483023.
Laagtands B Bell at Meant Stuart 
Until26September.Ai\ installation in 
SMIliam Burges'chapel.Details 
www.mountstuartart.com

RhiaagaM: Art from Calagae
Until 22 August An exhibition at Tate 
Liverpool, Albert Dock. Liverpool. 
OetailsOISI 702 7400.
CUBE Retrospectiire 1998-2004 
Until 26 August An exhibition at 
CUBE, 113 Portland St, Manchester. 
Details 0161 2375525.

National Water Sports Centre, 
Nottingham. Details0115941 3650. 
Heakad an Boeka: The Library af Sir
Jaha Soana Until 30August An 
exhibition at the Lakeside Arts 
Centre, University Park, Nottingham. 
Details01158467777.

Wales
RSAW Small Practice Surgery: Nerth 
Wales Practice Famm TuesdayOJuly, 
17.00. At OpTIC, St Asaph Business 
Park. Details 029 20874753.
R5MN Smell Practice Sargary: Bgdste 
& Oiscustiaa ea SFA 6 Client Guide 
Wednesday 7 July, 12.30. Ax the WDA 
offices, Nevrtown. Details 029 
2087 4753.
RSAW Small Practice Surgery: Keeping
out af Trauble Monday 12 July, 16.00. 
With Owen Luder at the National 
Botanic Garden of Wales. Details 029 
20874753.

North
Faateay Architecture Until3July.
An exhibition at the Northern Gallery 
for Contemporary Art,City Library, 
Sunderlar>d. Details 01915141235. 
RIBA CPD Eeaet: Tawe Planiiing Update 
Thursday IS July, 10.00-fJ.OO, At the 
County Cricket Club, Durham. Details 
01912324436.
Archigram 3f A;/y-3f Ocfober.An 
exhibition curated by the Design 
Museum and designed by 
Archigram.At Baltic, Gateshead. 
Details01914781810.

South
Mika Nelten Until4 July. An 
architectural installation at Modern 
Art Oxford, 30 Pembroke St Oxford. 
Details 01865 722733.

South East
Caatarbury School of Arckitecturo 
Skew Until3 July. An exhibition at 
Ashford Library Gallery, Ashford, 
(details 01227817333.East

Ian McKaevar Until 4 July. An 
exhibition of paintings and drawir>gs 
at Kettle's Yard, Castle St Cambridge. 
Details01223 352124.
Brick In Eaetani England Saturday 10 
July. A one-day conference at 
Cressirtg Temple, Essex. Details 
Pauline Hudspith 01245 437672. 
Laudecapa and Histaric Buildingi 
Thursday J9Augusf. Aone-day 
conservation seminar at Crossing 
Temple, Essex. Details Pauline 
Hudspith 01245 437672.

International
Coateat: Ram Koolhaae - DMA - AMG
Until29August An exhibition at the 
Kunsthal,Rotterdam. Details 
www.kunsthal.nl 
Jara Ubon Until29August An 
exhibition at the Louisiana Museum, 
Humelbaek,r)ear Copenhagen. 
Details wwwJouisiana.dk 
Lautanna Jardini 2604 Until 17 
October. Various temporary gardens 
in arxl arourtd Lausanne. Details 
www.lausannejardins.ch

Information for inclusion shook! be senr ro 
AtKirevfMeodatThe Architects'Journr^ at 
least two weeks beforepublicattort.

Wessex
Waatinbirt Fattival af Ika Gardaa 2014
Throughout thesummer.AX the 
National Arboretum,Tetbury. Details 
iwww.festivalofthegarden.com 
William Pya/Edmuad da Waal UntilS 
September. Exhibitions at the New 
Art Centre,Rodie Court East 
Wintersk)w,Saii$bury.Details01980 
862244.

North West
RIBA CPO Evaat; Censervationand 
Repair of TtmAer Wednesday 14 July, 
10.00-13.00. AX the Civic Centre, 
Knutsford.0etails0151 703 0107. 
Ckarfia Huaaay Thursday 15 July, 
f9.30. AlectureattheGrosvenor 
Museum, Grosvenor St Chester. 
Details MarkKyffin0161 2365667. 
Bjaatiag tba Fatara: MarHcism ia Britain 
1S1B-1S2B L/nti725Ju/y. An exhibition 
at the Whitworth Art Gallery, Oxford 
Rd,Manchester.Details0161 275 
7450.

West Midlands
Architacture, FolkJara & Mytbalogy
TuesdayOJuly, l8.30.Alectureby 
David Heke at the Victoria Hall, 
Hanley,Stoke-on-Trent. Details

East Midlands
RIBA CPD Event: Urkan Decign Primer
Wednesday 21 July, 14.00. At the
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0 recruitment
recraitmcnr

people Sb 
pract:ices Post Part II Students
Hoare Lea Consulting 
Engineers has announced 
that Nick Cullen, who joined 
the company in 1987 as a 
graduate engineer, has 
become a partner,

Award Winning Practice seeks Exceptional Post Part II Students

We ere a your^. Irve<y. (riendty fHtn of over 50 siatt
team ptayefs to become pat! of our busy pia'

Assaet IS expendir^g arxt we are looking for bright arv3 ambitiout people who have been best in their year, studied 
A’ Level Art ar>d have a sound knowledge ol Vectorwor! *

We act-.oly support Part II students includirtg paying fees (approx C1 200) and oie looking for people who can start 
immediately

Stalling salary
If you think you fit the des>criplK>n pisase send m your CV

Simone Witkins Studio 13 5<>'~~inwBth Road London SW6 3EQ Fax 0207 730 6677 Email wikins^ assaet co uk 
WWW assaal co uk

in attractive studK > West LoTKton We a-e -x-.-ng

Terence O'Rouke has 
appointed Karen Heard as a 
graphic designer and Daniel 
Bailey as an assistant graphic 
designer.

Elliott Wood Partnership has 
moved to 241 The Broadway, 
Wimbledon, London SWl 91SD.

just Tel: 020 7735 2999 
Fax: 020 7735 7999 

E-mail: register@justarchitecture.com
Lorna Byrne has been 
appointed an associate at 
Church Lukas Architects.

Architecture

PERMANENT VACANCIES
Project Architects. London - to £40K
Due to r*c«nl corrvoMon successes, our wxidrenownod cieni saeks appicabona from career 
mindedindMualswhowoutolii&towoftionan«iiabng«annQ(PFIHeellhcm!SQ|Kti Ycuvril 
tw« 5 yrs* poet part III experience and M a handeon.AutM^Dprotkaant project leader HaeMv 
care exparienca s deairaUe, but not eseanbal Re^f0035

Warrington Fire Research 
Consultants has appointed 
Jon Pagan and Steven 
Cooperas directors in 
response to its continued 
International growth.

ARCHITECHTURAI. TECHNICIAS

Required K> wrk in a busy smalt design 
and build office. The applivaiu will be 
responsible for preparaiUm of sketch 
designs, detailed cnru(n«:ruvi drawings 
and unending design site and client 
meetings.

Project ArchXecL London - lo C3IK
large, ntard winwg convnafdal pnc&ce, seeks a Profed Archtoc! to work doealy will the As- 

socialiDirsctarinchargeciralargeecafe'CiiyofScadevetopnierl ^ eicatent alwounder, you sit 
hava a nxnimum of 5 yrs poet part M expenenca and have a proven (rack reend playing B lead role 
onhighprollecommerdalprqects.

TIM

Ittcenlly Qualified ArehNecL London - to C33K
This dyrnne and highly respected AJ100 pradice, seeks eppUcadons from Wentod and amblious 
ndmduala nwahing to on an exci^ range of commercal projects Vbu wl have bodi technical 
and IronSend design skis, coupisd wito t» amMion and deeire to succeed in a tostmoving anvimv 
manL AutoCAD liracy ■ essendal. Rtf: 10W

Job Runners, SW London - to £36K
Fancy wortdng on projecto fer the rich and fstnous? Ou danL a leedar in is Said, aaoks appkeationa 
komindiwjuMwiemtovnikQnCmulisflMkmQna^houmollhehiglriMnuiity Wwatleest 
2 yts reiidanbal and joo-nmng experience, you wV elaa have sound tocmcal icnowadge 
AutoCAD klirats. A tontasde career Qpporiundyt fOlff

ArchHecIi & Project Architects, LotKlon - to £3SK 
This design conscious. AJ100 practice, seeks spplicadone dom u(HU>d-corrxng stars of tie 
induetryf Dependam on experience, you wN be working in or leading design Isame rasponstoie for an 
exeting range of Urge-icitoH06prtaiitytiLaaurepiO|M AgoodrangeoftklaandcAOiteracyts 
essenw for thne poeidm Rtf: fOOM

The applicant must be proficient in 
AutoCAD and have a minimum of 10 
years experience in the construction 
industry nirA experiertce in all aspects 
of commercial/industrial/retail type 
buildings.

Mainspring Marketing & PR
is moving offices to Unit M,The 
Brewery, Bel Is Yew Green, 
Tunbridge Wells,KentTN3 9BD.

and be
Georgia Elliot-Smith has 
joined CRASH - the 
construction and property 
industry charity for the 
homeless - as a trustee and 
executive committee member.

Salary uill be commensurate with 
experience and benefits include 
company cur. pension scheme and 
private health plan after a 
qualiification period.

CONTRACT VACANCIES Piease rtfij in the first instoMct pving delails 
ef full L'V including prerious experience and 
emptoymeni fluiUinS .UaMgrwfnl 
Serriees IJnided, Huddersfield Read, fiOtsnd, 
West Yoriskice. HXS 9HW

Senior Techr>ician, London • to £22ph 
Residsndil rnt commeroai proiects - AutoCAD 
RwtUiiii

Kid-Weight Technician 12, London - to £tSph 
Ratal & entertainment pnxacls - AutoCAD.
Ref: 101 S3

Martin Moore of Prudential 
Property Investment 
Managers has assumed the 
presidency of the British 
Property Federation for the 
next year. He takes over from 
David Hunter, chief executive 
of Arlington Property Investors 
UK. lanCoull of Slough 
Estates is vice- president.

Serttor TechnlctMi, London • to ££ltoh 
£multi-miffion office devetopmerrt • AutoCAD 
Rtt. fOIOS
Md-Wtighl Technician. London - to £20ph
RntiKIHnilpmiBrfi riiitnrhrVMrtimMiri 
Re^fdlOO

Architecture AMlaUnt, London - to £1ICph
toCAD.

Kid-WaigM Technician, Berkahire - to £1lph 
A range of cemmaroaf projaett • AutoCAD 
RahlMI
Senior Techrucian, Kertfordehire - to £22ph 
Higlvdansity residandii proiecte • AutoCAD
M-.mu

pubs!Architect 12, London - to £1Sph 
Real 4 antertainmant praiacta • AutoCAD 
Re^fdrS2 I We have won national and regional 

awards for our new buM and 
refurbishrnent pub projects and are 
looking for an

Architect and a Technician
to help our smatt practice with an 
exciting range of mainly pub projects 
in the Manchester area.
Salary: up to 30k 
depending on experience 
Please write ^ CV to 

BOWER DESIGN
CRAYCOMBE HOUSE. 73A BOLD ST
ALTRINCHAM WA14 2ES
For more Petals phone Mike Bower
0181 927 9533 or
Email: maii^bowerdesign.co uk

For more vacancies please visit www.justarchitecture.com

ARCHITECT ON
• Send details of changes and 
appointments to Anna 
Robertson, JheArchitecti' 
Journo/,151 Rosebery Avenue, 
London EC 1R 4GB,or email 
anna.robertson@emap.com.

Enthutiastic architect required to work 
on a variety of projects, includini 
historic buildings.

Commitment to design and ability to 
work as part of a team are vital qualities.

Part 2 or up to 5 year's experience.

AppV to PaJ rVchold with CV.

TheWbol Ha*. 12 St Thomas Street 
Bristol BSI 6S

t 0117910 5200 ( 0117 9260221 
e <n(c@vchrtecton.co.ijk

Haney Saith Recnitneat 
W: 1121 4M11M 
E: ulalieOkaney-iarth.ca.ek 
IN: Mfww.hBney-mitti.co.Mk
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DeaMiwt
Boddng&'copy ^}m Monday 
Artvnrk 
CancBdstions 12pm Monday

Racmitiimit anaainn
Chaiie Cormor
TbI; 020 7505 6737
Email: charte connorOemap.com

Reoutment adwrtisements in the AJ can be 
found on oir internet reoiftmert earvica
ww.cafeeniiceeitrectiwi.ceei

Laune Shenoda
Tel 0207 505 6803
Email; laurie shenodaOemap com

12 noon Tuesday

www.aps-recruitment.co.uk n«\Recrultinent Ltd

U
 Brand New Construction Website With 

Live and Current Vacancies Only fiPS
Arch it act & Techntcisn - Northampton - Perm - E23-30K
This pnvats practica Is currently seeking actcMion^ staff due to continued growth arxi 
expansion Vtorking predonw^ntly within the commercial and industrial sectors dtey vs 
seeiortg cancSdates that are keen to grow the business not just within these sectors but 
witfwi the revdarttiei sector. Vbu will therefore be experienced ii one of the above aectors. 
demonstratsig good detailing sMKs and for the an^ects rcfe job nswing experience is 
also required. AutoCAD skW is required atorg with a professional honaat approach.

Senior ArchHectural Technician - Kettering - Perm - up to C30K
This amaM but busy rural practice based outsida of Ketteririg is soekir>g stall lo aupport 
continuing growth In the local markai. Established now for over 30 years they are seekkfg 
staff who are committed lo a long term future with (hem, rather than fly by nights. You wM 
therefore be able to demonstrate a solid career history, have experience within a number 
of sectors iru:ludlng residential and be able to produce and detail working drawings to a 
high standard. Job runrwig exparie(%n« on smd pnqects would also be an advantage.

Architectural Technician - Woodbridge - Perm - E23-28K
A leackng housing developer la seakng an architectml technician / techrwiogiet to 
cotTY)iamer< an exiting team. VAth good design arxi technical skils you wN be able to 
demonstrste good communicanon skiHs as yow main role wfl be the afleraiion of detailed 
/ construction drawirtgs to cliant raqUraments. If you are keen lo make a mark within a 
larga organisation this is the job for you.

Architect / Technician - Ipswich - Perm - E25-30K+
This large Construction Group wrth a number of crffices n East Angla is seeking 2 new 
members of staff to join there architectural department based in Ipswich. Ytou wH be keen 
lo work cn wying projects in al sectors haviiig previous aR round sector exparierwe. Job 
running skiis are required by the architect wiVi the technical post requiring AutoCAD and 
detailng akAla.

Architectural Graduates - UK Wide - C12-18K+
Due to the time of year a number of our main cser^ are seeking graduatea for Pit / Pt £ 
poeAons. if you are of high calibre, are prepared to re-loe^ for the hght poertion and have 
attended a RIBA accredited University ploiwo visit ou- website end contact us A£>AR 

Wsese aeely far aS eesitlens throufli mir new weSsItss
www.apa*recruitment.co.uk

We have exciting opportunities for qualified architects who have 
axparianca in achool design, ideally both secondary and primary. 
AMEC already has an established track reconI in the education 
sector. However, it is seekiitg to appoint a senior architect who 
will take the lead on several muUi-diaciplinary projects.

Tou will fiave;
• A thorough knowledge of the DIES standards and guidelines
• The ability to tranalate schedulss of accommodslion into design 

proposals which meet scsdemjc requirements as well as other 
design criteria

• Experience in taking at least 2 or 3 secondary schools 
from inception to detailed design

• Excellent design skills
• Sound organisational and presentation skills
• Experience of working within a PFI project 

environment vrill be useful but not essential
• A good knowtsdge of AUTOCAD
• Capecity to manage staff and motiyata teams

We can promise opportunities lo exercise your design end leadership 
skills. You will ba working in, or leeding, multi-dteciplinary design 
teams on a wids range of design projects from Elmittion to 
muiti-miiiion pounda m value. You will also have the oppertunify 
to exert your design influence on projects across other sectors.

Please send a current CV and work examples to: 
Peter Trebilcock, Head of Architecture 
Email: peler.trebiUockigiamec.com

www.amec.com

ARCHITECTURAL
You spend more time at 
work than you do at 
home. Make sure it*s a 
place you really want to 
be. Call 01908 672 906Senior Architect

Landmark is a small friendly mutidisciplinary practice located in the 
historic town of Ludlow. We are looking for a highly motivated 
Architect with drive and ambition. In exchange we offer a great 
living working environment, negotiable salary / equity package, and 
the chance lo realise your ambitions.

Email your CV to
admin9landmark-consultants.co.uk 
Tel 01584 879757 
Fax 01584 879997

RECRUITMENT
eto 33KCentral LondonArchitect

This well-established practice has recently enjoyed major 
success, and as a result are looking lo strengthen their team 
wfth the appointment of a qualiffed architect. You wdl have 
excellent Autocad skills, and great aH round ability, with loads of 
energy and drive. Retail experience preferred but not essential. 
Generous salary and benefits.

Project Architect 
Challenging role for an experienced, fully qualified architect. 
The practice Is much-published and well-regarded with a 
number of cutting edge projects. You will be an Inspirational 
team leader, have great client liaison skills, artd a practical 
h«tds-on approach. Autocad fluency is essential, and ambition 
and energy are imperative. Excellent bervefits package.

West London

£to 40KCentral London

LUTON .......... ..

carnival Eto35KCad Technician
Experienced cad technician with at least $ years experience 
required by busy, friendly practice. Working on a £35m 
residential project, you will be required to produce working 
drawing and detailed packages on Autocad. Ideally you will be 
HNC/ONC qualified and be looking for a long-term career move. 
Excellent prospects.

Project Manager (fixed term)
Salary £30,000 • £35,000 depending on experience

Luton Canvvaf Arts Development Trust seeks M appovU a Project Manager to manage the 
devetopmerrt of a £6mfllion new purpose buM centre for Carnival Arts in the Luton's Town 
Centre. The key function of this post is to develop the mlernai mechanisms and enemal 
partnershipe needed to augment a centre for carnival arts.

This « an exciting arvef innovative project in England seeking to position its self as a carnival 
arts educational centre of excellence designed to attract carrwal designers, Mas Bands. 
vidMdual artists. Steel Bands, cultural groups and associations, schools, youth arxl com­
munity groups Irom across the globe
For a fun Project brief and job description please contact Paul Anderson, Director of Luton 
Carnival Arts Development Trust, C/O The Hal Factory, 65 - 67 Bute Street, Luton. LU1 2EY, 
email lcadlOtlscali.co.iA or visit www.LulotKamival.co uk

Deadlina lor applicants 30th July 2004
The Centre for Carnival arts is supported by ti>e National Lottery. Ihrou^ Arts Council 
England. Luton Borough CouncS. Luton Oun^able Partnerstte Go - East

We have ongoing requirements for a range of staff, from 
Project Architects to Cad Technologists. To discuss your 

options in the strictest confidence, please contact; 
Sally Winchester on 01906 672 906 or email 

swinchesler@quayarchitecture.co.uk 
Choose the agency that is different. Call now for a discus* 

sion with someone who really understands your aspirations.

www.quayarchitecture.co.uk
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competitions 
& awards

THECONS1RUCTION 
CAREERSEVENT .
L O N Oa NI ■ • NCMf tTC R

OvrMdby: SLawWIy
BWa

Exhibitors inciudO:
IasdaDetails are available from the 

WBA Competitions Office,
6 Melbourne Street, Leeds 
LS27PS,lel01t32341335. 
fax0U 32460744,email 
ribaxompetitions@mail. t1ba.org

I

mm.asda.GomEmployers!
Ballour BeattyGET LP
www.balfourbeatty.com

www.bouygues-uk.Itd.ukPERSONALUIA STUDENT COMPETITfON
The International Union of 
Architects is launcWng the UlA 
2005 Istanbul student 
competition. Based on the theme 
'creating space in extreme and 
extraordinary conditions'the 
competition invites entrants to 
exercisetheircreativepowers in 
the face of chalienging 
conditions by designing spaces 
for different functions chosen by 
them in places which are 
extraordirrary in terms of 
geographic locatton.topography, 
fk>ra,climate,social,economic 
and politkai conditions. Further 
information will be available from 
1 September at www.uia2005 
istanbul.org.The deadline for 
entries is March 2005.

MEET HEAI PEOPLE WITH REAL SKILLS. CAriTA SVMONDS

www.capitasymonds.comCK1I
Engineer

A^,S7 iM CBffllll www.costain.comSuraignr SMMjs
LKsB: EngaxrRn
IJbiKBs. Liilc mrdant Mruttiv^W.TM: RoipKlM tnptqtn

www.delenci-estiles.moil.ukB
♦nfienrur 1 ur»
Inulimi

U«».
Li wmii.ltigkptMna<ltl.comciaran I li^h-[\)int 

Rt’lldolMUM.

NonuiSB*r
MOi-B-r

www.noiwest-holst.co.uk
hi

The nu»n M gralMiK M
awnertedpBR—UBBtie 

ont\g 0 M your ooTtary e te 
m QraTudion CMen Eeni

the construction
CAREERS EVENT2004
s/6 NOVCMBEt* 116/10 MOVEMatRl-ON DON I MANCHESTER ROSFOm mSKONMC 

www.nyalh9skoning.eom

visit www.constructioncareefsevent.co.uk or call 020 7505 6791 mt
ToytcM Woodrow

www.taylorwoodrow.com

MAKE OLYMPK SPLASH WrrXLOA
The Lorrdon Desrelopment 
Agency (LDA) has launched a 
competition to design the 
Aquatics Centre for 
the London 2012 Olympic Games 
and Paralympic Games bid. The 
flagship swimming facility is to 
be built on a disused site in the 
Lower Lea Valley, east London. 
Designersand architectural 
practices wishing to enter the 
competition should email 
aquatkprequal@’capita.co.uk. 
Closing date is 5 July.

www.aps-recruitment.co.uk fj.ic8 www.watermM-grofip.co.iriivv
Racrullmont Ltd

SupDoned By:
U

 Brand Naw Canalnjcttoii Wdbatta With 

Liva and Currant Wcanelaa Onty 

Arohttact 4 Technician - Norwich - P«rm • C2&-3SK
TtM large comnwcial practice is cunenlly sealong etafl lor Its Norwich branch offlce. This 
practice having worked in a number o( sectors a ideatty seeking aX round staff. To be considered 
you wRI be experienced in a nanber of sectors Irydudlng residential, retail, education and health. 
A good knowledge of UK construction practice Is rsquired along with )ob lumring experlenca In 
respecttothsarchitect'siole. AlaqCAO Hteracy is also rsquirsd paiticuiaiV tor the iBcLascal role. 
This la a very good opportunity for an vnbItiOM hard working irKXvkIuM.

PleeBe apply lor all pesitleas ttirewfh our nuw wehaltM
www.aps*recrultment.co.uk

flPS # www.ciwem.org
ncG www.nceplus.com

Cagtgawfcifil www.ciwitt.ctMi

Architect and Architectural Technofogist
AnOMoua practica urilh a smai friendly loam of talented and entiu
Ike mindad indhtiduais fot Mt, Nertdsh<p and eveninga out____

VM vitl need a minimuni of 3-S yeers post quaWleaHnn expadanca. wdh
project management skha. Ei^wianca in HaMb. Education. HouainB and PegamlM^Pl
ipouW be preferred
AutoCAD expertenca essential. Arcbifectural Oaektop 2005 and 30 afenputir.design skMs 

an advanlage
Pleasa wrrlfe/emaif errdosing your CV to Anrfrewr Hardy, ffeasi w igaieiss

^ littp://www.Btotosk.
.COMjinfcaTRANSFORM CENTRAL SALFORD

Salford is launching an 
international architecture and 
design competition to design 
a vision and blueprint to 
transform central Salford during 
the next 20 years. Part of the 
transformation will include 
mixed-tenure housing, schools, 
safe and inspiring open spaces 
and leisure facilities, retail shops 
and better trans(x>rtation. 
Expressions of interest to be 
received by 16July.A competition 
brief can be obtained by 
emailing Colette Hilton at 
colette.hllton@safford.goV.uk.

. www.caresnin 
coRstnictloii.com

< .ireers --cortttuctjoci

•■Mil
otlMi« tt (wnciM Cmn M

9M.WMIIlfllP0LiWBalAllcock S Grieves Chartered Architects 
11 L=««cfRoad LoughboTMgh Le«ntmr«a lEh ?AE 
T 01509 212310 E arcMectt^ellcockanrtgfevet com feMtt Oiimw

wot
ARCHITECT Ml

TW CNittcM Cmn Ntt 

Bn7sei7t7 
Mi.nireii.w 
1 Ngow mw Wwm k 

vHWl tievNl pintt M fv M* w
CCI@MP4M

ExciUng opportunity to join a amall department at the heart of our future in hotel, 
comntercial and residential devalopments and refurbfshmenta.

Must be self-motivated, highly creaSva and able to work to strict deadNnes.

Please send C.V. and salary expectations to:
Michael Marten, Britannia Hotels, Haiecrofi, 253 Male Road, Hale. Cheshire WA1S SHE 

Tel: 0161 904 6686 Fax: 0161 080 3877 
Email: recfuitin6niabrttenniahoteb.com
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Our future 
is built on
partnerships.

Join us and you’ll be playing a part in helping our clients to preserve 
the value of that property and use it to its best effect. As our company 
continues to grow, we're looking for experienced professionals in all of 
the following roles: Building Surveyors. Estates Surveyors, Quantity 
Surveyors, Project Managers, Architects, Architectural Technicians, 
Maintenance Engineers, Estates Management, Building Services 

Engineers.

\^’ve got vacancies nationwide, but we’re particularly looking to 
strengthen our local office teams in Bedford, Cambridge, Hertford, 
Maidstone. Salford, Sidcup, Trowbridge and Woking.

To apply for any of these roles, please send a copy of your CV 
together with a covering letter quoting reference GSAJ00503 and 
which role you are interested in, to careers@mouchelparkman.com 
Alternatively, post to Recruitment, Mouchel Parkman, 5th Floor,
Cunard Building, Liverpool L3 1ES.

To find out about Mouchel Parkman, please visit our website 
www.mouchelparkman.com

One of the most respected names in professional support services is 
also one of the newest. Created in a 2003 merger, Mouchel Parkman 
started life with long-standing partnerships ^ready in place and with 
a reputation as a key strategic adviser to both the public and private 
sectors. We’re building on this impressive start and enjoying sustained 
growth in all areas of the company - from consultancy through to 
managed and project services.

Right now, we’re looking to strengthen our Government Services 
division. This team oversees one of the largest public sector property 
portfolios in the country, working with Local Authorities and a range of 
other clients including, schools, police and fire authorities, magistrates 
courts, government agencies and private companies.

Our portfolio currently stands at around 2,000 schools and 4,000 
public buildings, and counting, as we are expecting a major increase 
in our schools design and management workload resulting from the 
‘Building Schools for the Future’ investment programme.

nrp
www.mouchelparkman.com

Mouchel Parkman is an equal opportunities employer. mouchel parkman



^ recruitment

Foster and Partners
architects and designers
Architects

NORTHERN 
DESIGN APg

RESOURCINQ LIMITED

COM n«MxiLing UmHad are speciatst iscnj^ere 
to the Northern Architectural Industry. Our 
recruitment poitfoio offers excelent opportunitiee 
for Architectural Professionals within a numher ^ 
of impreesive r^^ional and regional organisations. 
Our clients operate acroes many Industry sectors 
Including Industrial. Transport, Sport and Leisure 
Health and Social Housing.

Ambitious and talented qualified architects with a variety of experience 
required to work on a range of exciting projects based in our London office.

Applicants should be CAD proficient and preferably have a working 
knowledge of Microstation,

Only applicants who nieet the above criteria will be considered for these 
positions.

Applicants with fluency in a European language, in addition to English, are 
encouraged to apply.

If you would like to apply for one of these positions, please forward your CV 
and representative samples of your work (no larger than A4) to:

Robin Panrucker
Training and Recruitment Co-ordinator 
Foster and Partners. Riverside Three 

22 Hester Road, London SWl 1 4AN

Website: www.fosterandpartners.com

Please quote reference AJ002 when applying for this vacancy.

arc

4 selection of the first dess opportunities evaileble.

SENIOR ARCHTTECTURAL TECHNICIAN (TEES)
Based at the Cleveland office of this nationai practise, your experience of job runrwg 
industrial or housing projects wil provide you with the knowledge and expertise to make 
a signifiewt contribuUon to this d^nanic and aucceesful teem.

E28K - C34K t BENS

I
PROJECT ARCHfTECT (TYNE & WEAR) C30K - £33K * CAR
As a project architect you will already have 3-5 years experierKe marking a small team 
and rurwiing your own projects, our clients have exciting <^>portunlties to further your 
development and fulfil your potential.

INTERIOR DESIGNER (TYNE S WEAR) ENEG
Speciafismg In retail and leisure, your current portfolio wil include front end devetopmant 
and design of hi(^ value projects. If you are looking to further your development through 
a diverse and challer>ging career with a regtorul market leader, this opportunity is for you.

ARCHTTECT/ARCHTrECTURAL TECHNICIAN (TYNE)
This sm^ practise based North of Newcastle is looking to suppiemenl in house team 
with an experienced design professional who wiR everrtualfy succeed the practise partner. 
Project management tkiHs essentia).

ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIAN (TYNE)
Our dtoni, a mufti cksciplirtary practice. h» a number of opportunities at an intarmadiale 
to senior level. Educational arxt Industrial project experience is desirable, however mt 
essential.

E30K.f

Brock Carmichael Architects^C22K-E34K

We want, ambitious team players to join our quality award winnirtg 
practice in this the Capital of Culture 2008.

Architects: with 
experience who are quality designers, understand materials and 
construction and all forms of procurement, building contracts and 
regulations.

Architectural Technicians: to produce quality working drawings, 
and precise specification to enhance designs to meet programmes 
and assist managirtg projects on site.

Conservation Architect / Surveyor: who understands al) forms of 
historic buildings and construction can produce conservation plans 
and condition survey reports and manage several restoration 
adaptations, regeneration and refurbishment projects.

NUMEROUS TEMPORARY ECOfORACT POSITIONS AVAILABl£ a minimum of five years post-graduate

Please cal for a confidential and informed discussion about any of toe above vacanciM 
and also to discuss the numerous unadvertised opportunities we have to offer.

Call Cart Rfbehester in confidence on; (0191) MTaTOT or 076T06B3027 at any tinw 
or small carl9cdmresourc<r>g.com.

Alternatively email your CV to or fax on: (0181) 4972884.

\ \
^ / ..

V

Birmingham Vacancy

Technicians 
Vac ref 0406-61 Wolo Holw, E«I 

Union Si, lugiiy 
Wbrii$CV22 6Al 

W-01781 
572841 

Fax; 01788 
576409 a

BROCK CARMICHAEL ARCHITECTS 
19 OLD HALL STREET 
LIVERPOOL L3 SJQ

TELEPHONE 
EMAIL; office@brockcarmlchael.co.uk 
WEBSITE: www.farochcarmichael.co.uk

T44(0)1S1 242 6222
Perm or Contract £ Neg

My client Is seeking contract and permanent staff for a 
variety of projects in both the Commercial and 
Residential sectors which will be commencing in 
immediately.Applicants at all levels will be considered, 
atthough a sound knowledge of the Building Regulations 
and a knowledge of Autocad is a pre-requisite.

Architects & Technicians Talented design focused team 
players are required to work on 
a variety of excitmg inner city 
regeneration projects based in 
our Nottingham office

0F«o8 dovoiaiM

r
\rikecntikMnt co «k
\

I Ptoase send yourC.V wkh 
•campiss of yeur wertt ta

•8• •r*.’Architectural Technician
The principle function of this role is to support the product 
development depaititient in the deveic^menl and design ol new 
construction systems using a combination of group and partner 
products. You will be developing designs and preparing plans, 
specifications, estimates and manage all facets of the construction 
and architectural detail. Providing guidance and assistance to 
consultants and in-house staff in all aspects relating to regulatory 
compliance in relation to Building Codes. HNC in Building, 
Membership of BIAT or equivalent is preferred.
The ideal candidate should posses experienOe in AutoCAD 
Part 1 & 2, Architectural Desktop, Archcad 20 & 3D cad.
Building Regulations Approved Documents. NHBC standards,
COM Regulations. NBS Specification, FINC, ADT21 and Keyscape. 

Applications should be made to Scott Sultivan at 
technicalGnetwork-rec.co.uk or to Network 
Recruitment, Technical Divvston, Kennett House,
108-110 London Road, Headington, Oxford. 0X3 9AW
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Patel Taylor Architects
have a diverse portfolio of architecture, urban design and landscape 
projects. To complement our ambitious and committed team, 
seeking:
Architects
with detailing and Microstation experierx»
Part I and Part II Assistants
with design and computer visuaNsation skills 
Please send CV and examples of work to:
Michele Goodwin 
Patel Taykx Architects 
53 Rawstome Street,
London EC1V 7NQ

we are
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OaailiMi
Bookrgs/copy 5pm Monday 
ArtMTk 1S noon Tuesday 
Cancellations 12pm Monday

RwraitMMt nii|uinai
Cherta Connor
Tel 020 7505 6737
Email derbe.connorOemap.cam

Hecrutmert acKertisemeres r the AJ can be 
found on our internet recruAment service
wnwa.carMrsHicMitnKtiM.CMi

Laune Shenoda
Tel; 0207 505 6803
Email: laurie shenodeOemap com

actem. I

International

CEL^ATING TWENTY 

inp <tHJb3iNG indmidual oa
SAS International is an established market leader in the design and 
manufacture of building products, with its Head Office based in 

Earley, Reading.
Upto£37.000[).i

This practice IS one of the few that consistently WV1S protects both n'.arKf
intemationaty and competes with aH of the London players. They have invited us 
to identify a unique Protect Architect with a mnmun of two years, post pert 
three, to jump in feet first into mator landmadt protects. You wi hM every 
opportunity to develop mto a management posibon rf you can rise to the 
challenge. The practice work predominantty in Microstation, taut cross training 
wM be considered for otherwise t^ented individuals as wen as confidencs to lead 
a team. If you feel you have experierK» of runrwig jobs and want to move into 
the premier league, then this is a way. Cal Tamsyn ASAP 

MANCHESTER 

LANDMARK LONDON

THE NEXT BIG ACHIEVEMENT

MARKET RESEARCHER
with Construction Industry Experience

We are seeking a part-time Market Researcher who has extensive 
construction industry experience. The position may suit someone who 
has given up full time employment as a QS. architect, project manager 
or construction professional. The primary role is to research and track 
major construction projects using the internet, telephone, industry 
publications and established industry contacts to help develop 
opportunities for the sales team.

You should be flexible, organised, and have extensive experience of the 
construction industry. Good computer skills would be a benefit. Hours 
of work 10 to 20 per week to suit, either office or home based, a 
suitable reward package will be mutually agreed.

Please apply in writing giving full details of your industry 
experience to The HR Manager, SAS International, 
31 Suttons Business Park, London Road, Reading RG6 lAZ, or 
email cthomas@sasint.co.uk 

NO AGENCIES

Ref;ATCCM0629A

Up to £40,000 pa

Our clianfs are raluatry leaders In corUMnporarv commercial design, and work 
acroaa a vast array of t>uilding types They are in the thiOws of arrang'rig a team 
around an exciting tandmark project and have appofeitod us to idanMy a 
(xxifident project leeder. wrth aitoenence of runnng j^ |) aacess of £29m. The 
indnddual vnl be very wel auppcded by exceSent systems •xt admin back up 
and a stionij management team. The poaition offers stroitBoateer opportuniUea. 
with the company encouraging the indivWual to sucoaad. So If you h.a,/e been 
working on reia#i^ lage schemes and would now hke to focus on eeiabiishlng 
a career arradst a dynamic '-••iti- cal ma ’ the atilciteat confidence, T.innayn.

RefUVrCO40a>BBLONDON

i
Architects and Designers representing Architects and Designers

www.adrefn.uk.coin
E: lwhan,luiia«Www I* coinAdr*m n>uuMn)

41.42Fel*y8lrMl
LaWonWIWnB C:

C: .ukxom 
E: preducl#edremA*.com

•eiuaonteaMm.uk.coni
TW:oar4»tais 
Fa; OM T4M itoS\t E:

1

fast Class Service as Standard
HecmuirimanT ii ir a o

Architectural Technicians 13- Mayfair - to £aa/hr
This successful Mayfair practice urgently requires 
experienced Arc|9l^{ural,1echnicians with sound 
construction knowledge and strong AutoCAD skills. 
Experience of retail and/or residential projects Is essential 
for this 6 month contract. Ref AR2

Architectural Technicians 13 - Buckinghamshira - to £i8/hr
This large multi-disciplined company need experienced 
Architectural Technicians to work on mixed sector projects. 
You must be competent at producing detailed and working 
drawings on Autocad and have a good understanding of 
UK Building Regulations. Close to the train station, these 
contracts offer 1-3 months work with an immediate start 
available. Ref AR5373 Architact - SW London - to £33k per annum

Vectorworks architectural practice urgently seek recently 
qualified Arcj^jtects with i8mths-2 yrs PP3 experience to 
wjrk on a variety of projects. Our client Is ideally looking 

with exposure to large scale projects and 
proficient Vectorworks abilities. Ref AR3

Senior/Project Aichitoct - Hertfordshire - to Csak per annum
Our client is u^ntly seeking Senior/Project Archltetfs 
to co-ordlnatra l^e Icale educational project. The pht 

[•I minimum of 10 years experienceill h;candidat
of runni^' pro^s.‘ Well developed managerial, deslj^, 

and Aut^f^AD skills are essential. Ref AR7

s.
Assistant Architect - London - to £ask per annum
Our client is actively looking for a recently qualified part 
2 RIBA architect educated in the UK with good technical 
knowledge including AutoCAD, 3D Studio & Forms z. In 
return our client offers a friendly, young office environment 
with a career opportunity for the right candidate. Ref AR3

ectural TechaWan 7 Hampshire - to £3ok per annum
ctice Is looking for an experienced Architectural 

residential projects. The ideal 
candinte will^e ccBoetent at 
and shouldHSw a st^ng understanding 
Regulations. Ref A

Thlis

♦ n AutoCAD
S

t: 023 8033 4444 f: 023 8033 5555 e: arch@faststream.co.uk www.faststream.co.uk
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recruitment

Feilden Clegg Bradley Architects LLP
Architect • Bath

POLLARD THOMAS EDWARDS ^
architects

We have a vacancy for a Part II Graduate and a Part III Architect 
with up to five years experience in Bath. If you have excellent 
design skills and CAD experience, preferably using Microstation, 
then we would like to hear from you.

Please apply in writir>g. with CV and examples of recent work, to: 

Chris Askew, Feilden Clegg Bradley Architects LLP,

Bath Brewery, Toll Bridge Road, Bath BA1 7DE

PROJECT ARCHITECTS 
LIVERPOOL

Masterplanners and architects 
with residential experience 
and excellent design ability 
are required to take leading 
roles on projects

www.feildenclegg.comPlease sernf your CV to 
Roo Humpherson,
Unit S204. SecorxJ Floor, 
Merchants Court,
Derby Square, Liverpool L2 1TS

PTE ■ »i c^ficrtntas «i«loyar

Technical EditorBREt r* i

1^* j' Are you lookirrg for a position to demonstrate your editorial flair?

BRE Bookshop is one of the leading publishers of information for the 
building and construction industries. Its access to BRE’s knowledge 
combined with Emap's market leading journals place It in a unique 
position.

We need a Technical Editor to take responsibility for a variety of 
publishing projects through all the editing stages.

As a practised communicator you will develop effective relati<Ktshi|:»s 
with authors to maximise the potential from their rrraterial. Your 
understarMjlng of market need, and your ability to write and edit in 
appropriate styles will result In commercially viable market focused 
products.

Quality, accuracy and good project management skills are critical. 
Knowledge of Quark, In-design, Illustrator and Photoshop would be 
hugely beneficial. The position Is based at BRE in Watford.

Send your CV and a covering letter to Stuart Mead, BRE Bookshop, 
Garston. Watford WD25 9XX, email stuart.meadOemap.com or call 
for an informal chat on 01923 664652.

Closing date is Monday 28 June.

Salford City Council
Architect/Senior Architect
P01/3 - £24,048 • £29,835 p.a. (Pay award pending!
(Ref: 91891

Plus casual car user allowance and final salary pension

The above post represents an opportunity to join a busy design 
consultancy serving the Salford City Council and external 
clients as it moves forward into Constructor Partnering as the 
Council’s main vehicle for construction procurement.

The post holder will join this consultancy as an Architect or 
Senior Architect taking a leading role in the design of a 
number of major projects. The applicant will be a registered 
Architect with at least three years’ post registration 
experience and of proven design ability whose design work 
shows flair and originality. The applicant will be highly client 
focused and have highly developed organisational, leadership 
and CAO skills. In addition, they will also require proven 
communication and presentation skills.

The Development Services Directorate is pursuing a Joint 
Venture Partnership for provision of services. Staff will be 
seconded to the Joint Venture, remaining employees of 
Salford City Council.

The Joint Venture will create both additional capacity and 
opportunities for future business growth for the partners, 
providing innovative working arrangements and improving 
performance against key national and local indicators.

The City Council aim to have the new Joint Venture in place 
by September 2004.

architecture, engineering, planning.

CUH2A an award winning architectural practice with its 
European office located in London and headquarters m 
Prirweton NJ USA. has an immediate requirement for 
the following positions, both of wNch are siragegically 
importani for the expansion of Uie office to support >ts 
international client base

Senior Project Manager

Responsible for the architectural design of |>rq|ects, 
typically with conrplex and techincaHy demanding 
requirements Good conceptual and technical design 
skills are a must The role will involve workog closely 
with CUH2A s Director of Design to develop design 
proposals and to lead teams The carvjidale must be a 
good communicator and presenter Minimum of 10 
years experience

Information pack and application form from

the Director of Personnel & Performance. Salford City 
Council. Civic Centre. Chorley Road. Swinton M27 5BN or our 
Customer Contact Centre. Tel: 0161 909 6503 |24 hours). 
Minicom: 0161 909 6527 jspecial line for the hearing/speech 
impaired]. Please quote reference number at all times.

Closing date: 9 July 2004.

www.salford.gov.uk/)obs 

striving to be an equal opportunities employer

Senior Project Design Manager

Responsible for the management of project resources 
The role requires a highly professional, supportive 
manager, possessing good communication skills ar>d 
the ability to develop ckent relationships The 
candidate stiould have experience of complex projects. 
Ideally of a scientific nature Minimum of 15 years 
experience.

I Reply with your full CV hy the 11tli June 2004 to 
Jackie Darby, CUH2A Europe Inc, 15th Ftoot, 
Centrepoinl. 103 New Oxford Street. London WC1APlease mention AJ when replying to edverte 

for advertising eriQuinespleeee cell 
Charlie Connor on 0207 505 B737 

Email: ctw* ccmcreeirsp .com QT 
Vteit our webeite at www.aplus.co.uk______

1DD

WWW ojh2a com
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DmMmh
Bookings^copy 5pm Monday 
Artwork 
CancaHaticns 12pm Monday

RicniitMMt eHHinH
OiarieConnar
Tb(. 020 7505 6737
Emai: charhe cormorOemap com

LauneShenoda
Tel: 0207 505 6803
Email leuhe.shenode@8mep.com

Recnitment 6(^«rbsement8 in the AJ can be 
foird on oir tntemA reoutmert service12 noon Tuesday

trecliii.sM

PNSHE^/DYER
LONDON

Feeling Cheated?
BBT will make sure you achieve

MANCHESTER
S^NFRANCI393

Leading archlteclurM firms with Wge-sc^e projects to the value of • 
$)oom require Projeet Awkwtects to drive a small team to completioa You 
must be degree qualified with a lO-u gears' working history encompassing 
tmkqimti technk*l drawings liaising on a(l levels and trte inspeclion 
Kirstg Grant *971 (0) 4 )go kgrant9bbllld.com Rer: RI&A210604

CH
ACADEMICS Architectural Technicians

HEALTHCARE £27.000 - £30.000 - Central London/Hertfordshire
%^chitectural Technkiam urgently required to woHi on residential projects. 
You must have s gears' experience of preparation of cortstruclion drawings 
artd be able to work with minimum supervision. A good krxwledge of 
AutoCAD is esserttral. We are only looking for (he best and most committed 
candidates to further drive the practice forward, both contract and 
permarsent staff wiU be considered.
Rachel Gordon 020 860) tSiS

ARCHITECTURE
If )TCHi want to work on the most significant healthcare and laboratory 

projects in the world speak to us.
We welcome applfcations fnam Medical Planners, experienced Project 
Architects.Techmcal. Design and Interior Architects. CAD Managers and 

Technicians as well as Part II students. Ref: AKo»7

For other exciting posilions. simply call 0870 6000 978

rgordon9bbt.couk

One Okver'i Yard.Cicy Roid.Londw ECIY IHQ
emat. hr dcpt@amhc<< com 1ret applicaiion - A|wwwanthen com

'I
HUbbtj beresford blake thomasCHELFORD HOMES 

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE svww.bbt.co.uk
lARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIAN
We require an architectural technician who ia hard working and self motivated, conversant 
in current legislation, autocad 2000 experience in producing estate layouts, must be able 
to demonstrate flair, expand and enhance our present house type library. Excellent 
benefits for the right person if you want to promote your career please sertd current cv to 
Managing Director. Chelford Homes Balmorel House, Ackhurti Busir>ess hark. Foxhole 
Road Chodey, Lancs PR7 1NY. Tel: 01257 255120 EmaH: caroline@chelfordhonie<.com careersin construction

TENDERS
CLIVE CHAPMAN ARCHITECTS 

A small busy practice seeks 

PART I ARCHITECT

We are currently working on a 
variety of projects vx^luding low 

energy housing, one off housing in 
conservation areas, urban 

regeneration, light industrial 
artd landscaping

Please visit our web^e at 
www.ccar.co.uk

Please send CVs with covering 
letter and samples of work to: 

Clive Chapman Architects 
4 Eel Pie Island, Twickenham. 

TW1 3DY

E-mail: fionaOccar.co.uk

Acquisition / Merger
Oxfordshire ArchitecLs {Mactice 

with established client base 
predominantly education and 
housing seeks enquiries from 

other practices regarding 
acquisition or merger.

Main shareholder wishes to retire 
by the end of 2005.

All enquiries to Po. Box 
Number 3200 

151 Rosebery Avenue 
London 

EC1R4GB

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Feasibility Study and Concept Designs for 
Sustainable Office Development, Forthside, Stirling
Stirling Courx:il invites expresskxis of interest from suitably qualified and experienced 
design (earns to produce a Feasibifrty Study and Concept Deigns for 120,000 square 
feet of new sustainable business space. The design, coretruction and ongoing 
operation of this new office development wHt embody sustainable development 
principles throughout.
The successful applicant wi conprise ai architect led multklisciplnary tesn incorporating 
mechanical and electrical, structural and civil engineers with an estaMshed track record 
of delivering sustainable development of this nature.

The work insbucted under the commission shall include but not be limited to the 
following:

• A Feasibility Study demonstratir>g the commercial viabUrty of the proposed office 
devefopment.

• Evaluation of the benefits of a sustainable design approach which ensures that the 
office development will be environmentally re^x>nsible and embody the principles 
of resource efficiency and low cost maintenarKe.

• Provision of Concept Designs which demonstrate a modern, practical and fuHy 
accessible development which encourages productive working In a sllrm^ting and 
healthy environment commensurate with the 21st century business process.

if you wish to be considered for the tender Nat please request a briefing pack from 
Tom PoMock, Stirling Ventures, Regeneration Services, Viewforth, Stirling FK6 2ET, 
teh 01766 442746, email: pollockt@stirlirtg.gov.uk by Friday, 9 Jufy 2004.

The short listed applicants invited to bid for this commission will be 
selected ort the basis of a submission outlined in the briefing pack 
issued to all applicants responding to this notice. It is anticipated that 
the short list shall not exceed five.

Closing date for return of completed submissions:
Friday, 23 July 2004

COURSES

AutoCAD Courses
• Personal Tuition: the fast way to learn
• Courses tailored to your requirements
• Training by experienced CAD architect
• Daytime or evening courses available
• 2-D & 3-D AutoCAD drawing service
• Central London location
020 7266 2506,0790 5376549 dp_archOyahoo.com

CAD Training Service
the arx:hrtect8’ journal jfil1 July 2003



Readers may obtain mftxmation about these products by filHng in the enquiry numbers on 
OTK of the AJ enquiry cards. Advmisers wishtng to promote their prtxlucts on these 
pages should contact Chris Borei onOSO 7505 681G.
Respond to these shoMoases @ www aiplus oo uk/ajdirect

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 301 CLAXTON BLINDS AJ ENQUIRY NO: 302
A new sports floodlight 
designed for where the control 
of light pollution is critical Is 
now available from Thorn 
Lighting. Champion is an 
asymmetric floodlight 
available in 1 and 2kW ratings 
for metal halide and high 
pressure sodium lamps. 
Instead of having a 'flat glass' 
construction Champion's front 
glass closure is inclined inside 
the floodlight.

Claxton Blindsdaimstobeoneofthe 
leading commercial Mrindow blind 

companys in the UK. specialising in 
providing interior window 
treatments for any requirement. 
Notable projects urtdertaken to dale 

are Tower 43, The Canary Wharf 
Tower, artd most recently, Citigroup 
Towerat Canary Wharf, with Claxton 

providing more than 16,000 blinds 
throughout the three buiidirtgs.For 
more Information, tclephorw 

01727 B40 001 or visit 
www.daxtorT-blinds.com

mV I'i •

ZIP HEATERS UK LTQ AJ ENQUIRY NO: 303 AJ ENQUIRY NO: 304

po o ommZip Heaters have added 
Chilltower to it's range of 
mains fed water chillers. A 
compact free-standing point- 
of-use filtered water cooler 
suited to any office 
environment. The chiller uses 
mains water supply, giving it 
big savings over bottled water 
units. It has a filtration system 
specified to 5 microns, which 
delivers cleaner, fresher, better 
tasting drinking water.

INVISTA, formerly DuPont 
Textiles & Interiors (OT1|, 
launches the Antron Carpet 
Fibre Colour forecasts for 

^ 2005. A comprehensive range 
j of 50 colours are presented 

under the banner Antron 
Colour Point of View and are 
augmented with the Antron 
colourist's influences and 
inspiration. The 5 colours in 
each of the 10 themes 
highlight a distinct trend.

- '#0<
O 00 ••

• o
^omomomomo r

rl

AntronImm I

o

Gkmifitd vflqiHries 
Chris Bond
Tei 020 7505 6816 Fax CSO 7505 6750 
e-mail. Chris Bond6emap.com

classified

land & BUNJDPuo Surveys

Gutter PROTEcmoN

C3 & E blocked gutter*
the cost effective solution ...H

Contaminated Lond o
I* Invuttgotions/Appraisals 

* Studies for Planning Eutter Grido
A.D.A.O. hove ei*>ert knoswiedge 
in FsuOwJrig ol of model in 
wel equipped wortahops.

A.D.A.D. Henley>on>Thames 
Please conloct Aniooy Oucketl 

Tel:OI491 S743S0Foxfil491 S7IS44
EmaltanionyducIreHPanlonY
designxSemonx^.uk
Wabsfla www anionydeegn demon oo uk

Southern Ar*eo Coverage C2b.iTJ9 j

tel: 01472 371406i
www.guttergrid.com!

uContoct: Chris Summers or Mike Sront 
M 01329 822021 

■ww.gcetechnical .i8c.com
A reilobte and fast service is 
gucranleod ter detatod or bfock 
modes and repairs.

MASTIC ASPHALT WEBSITE

Where to go to find out more 
about mastic asphalt...

www.masticasphaltcouncil.co.uk BULLFROG 
MODELS LTD

Contact
STAN AUBERTIN

20b Tower Workshops 
58 Riley Road. London SEl 3D<j 

Telephone; 020 7394 7866 
Facsimile: 020 7394 6798

Mastic Asphalt Cound
PO Bew 77, Haairgs, East Sussex TN35 4VM.

Td: 01424 814400 Fax: 01424 814446 E-m* mssplTSltooPaol.cofTi
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THE MODELMAKERS

3 Marlow Workshops, ,Arnold Circus, Lorxion E2 7JN 

t 020 7739 7933 f 020 7739 7195 

e info®3dd .co.uk

WVG & M^^KETING MODELS

DO'ESTOR Di PEOPLE

FULL DETAIL MODELS
...QUICK STUDY MODELS
...ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS

KOKKT lUNTOf*-ltffS
Unit A The Hanger, ^ne*erance Mtoris
3S Kinipiand Koad. landon U COO

FLIC
Tl
O
“j3
CD
-}

«<

MODELS m
18 Hewett Street t 020 7377 ei 27

t 02D 7377 6129 
e: work^op^flicmodelB.com 
w: VrtVW.fticmcxJBiB.CDm

D

London 
EC2A 3NN
Architectural Modelmakers

a.

v>

PIPERS COMBER
Concept I Planning | Marketing I MODELMAKERS Tel: 020 8533 659^

LONDON INVERNESSFor all your modelmaking requirements, 
contact Nick McKeogh.

27-35 Bevenden St 
London N1 6BH

Tel 020 7250 0530
Fax 020 7251 0134
Email studio@pipers.co.uk

www.pipers.co.uk
E mail: models@combermodels.demon.co.uk

RELIABILITYSPEEDQUALITY
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3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION

I
OMlgnhivt Visualisation & Animation Ltd 
Tel 01483 422 070 infoQdesignhtve co uk 
WWW dasignnive co.uk

m

e3D Interactive
london 0208 SM SIT 

gU»gow 0141 222 2422 

«mn«*Mleoul> in*oO*3di co u4

r vlcuallaatlon, 

animation, 

wabaita and 

Intaractiva 

preaentatkinB of the 
higheat quaiity 

PRODUCED BY 
ARCHITECTS

Icompatltlva rales lor 

ovar 7 years

i
I

(

y
TbI: 020 7388 0177 
Fax: 020 7388 7958

www.emperorvi 
www.emperorvi8ion-i.com. r

<®r)''“-a'l riipacf

If you wish to 
advertise in the AJ 
classified section 

call Chris Bond on 
020 7505 6816
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architecture guru Herbert 
Muschamp (ex-AA, incidentally) 
has sparked plenty of comment, 
much of it as bitchy as the 
criticism Muschamp dished out. 
The New York Observer carried a 
long piece about Muschamp's 
rise and rise - and his 
subsequent fall from grace in the 
row over Daniel Libeskind's 9/11 
competition win: 'Why, given the 
precipitous decline in his critical 
stature, did The Times keep him 
on for so long? "Herbert's 
enduring existence is one of the 
great urban legends," says one 
person active in architectural 
circles. 'It's one of the great 
mysteries of New York, along with 
why you never see baby 
pigeons."

Welcome home the ones that got away
he imminent appointment 
by the RIBA Trust of Charles 
Knevitt as its new director 

brings back into the architectural 
fold someone with inside 
knowledge of the institute and the 
profession at large. Knevitt was for 
some years architectural 
correspondent of The Times, and 
was a leading figure in the 
community architecture campaign 
of the 1980s, along with Nick 
Wales and (for a time) Rod 
Hackney. Indeed, it was an article 
by Knevitt about Hackney's 
Macclesfield housing scheme at 
Black Road where the phrase 
'community architecture’was 
given its first public airing. The 
two had a falling out over the 
Inner City Aid charity, chaired by 
Lord Scarman but eventually 
dissolved. Knevitt's career moved 
on to publishing and marketing, 
and more recently professional 
fund-raising, most latterly 
bringing in huge amounts for 
Liverpool University. This 
experience should stand him in 
good stead at the trust, which has 
little spare cash, although staff 
and accommodation costs are 
being met by the RIBA. Let's hope 
Knevitt keeps his reputation for 
bonhomie intact; his 50th 
birthday party at the Chelsea Arts 
Club, with music from the 
excellent Bootleg Beatles, was 
memorable. He is also a member 
of the Athenaeum; the difference 
between the two clubs Is that the 
latter throws you out if they catch 
you with a woman.In Chelsea,if 
they catch you without, they send 

one up.

T
J

f i
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Astragal's 'The Ones That Got Away' competition features schemes 
that, for better or worse, stayed on the drawing board. Can you identify 
this project and its architect? Post your entry, to arrive by first thing 
Monday morning, to AJ Astragal, 151 Rosebery Avenue, London EC1R 
4GB, or fax 020 7505 6701 .The first correct entry out of the hat wins a 
bottle of champagne. Last week's winner (AJ 24.6.04) was Riitta 
Sinkkonen Davies of Haverfordwest. The never-built scheme was 
Antonio Sant' Elia's study for a metropolitan church.

Miea piece

f you fancy swapping your 
cramped office for a swanky 
suite in central Manhattan, 

you could do much worse than 
Mies van der Rohe's Seagram 
Building. Estate agent RFR Realty 
is offering whole floors for rent in 
the 375 Park Avenue skyscraper. A 
large advert for the 38-storey 
masterpiece towered out of the 
back page of the Financial Times 
on Friday, it looks even classier in 
pink...

I
she had been to see the England/ 
Portugal quarter-final), and critic 
Hugh Pearman, on brutally good 
form as he launched a regicidal 
blast at the Prince's record. Most 
of the audience, including ABK's 
Peter Ahrends, voted against the 
idea that the PrI nee had been a 
good thing. It would have been 
good to hear critic Jeremy 
Melvin's view that the Prince sees 
architecture as an aspect of the 
Picturesque, which is about 
control and manipulation of what 
is seen, while appearing natural. 
Thus the Prince's declarations 
about architecture are really a 
cipher for his loss of control in 
other areas of his life.

Sir Terry Farrell, who formally 
launched his'Nash Ramblas' 
project, to develop a walking 
route from Primrose Hill to St 
James's Park, Trafalgar Square, 
and across to the South Bank. We 
need more initiatives like these, 
preferably with some overarching 
(but light-touch) vision for how 
London could be... Cut pries
Young ones

ccording to a profile of ex- 
CA6E chief Jon Rouse in 
The Times, he negotiated 

his salary down when he moved 
to his new role as chief executive 
of the Housing Corporation. The 
job paid £160,000 a year but he 
took £125,000 on the grounds 
that he did not need any more. 
Canonisation can surely only be a 
matter of lime!

eing described as 'up and 
coming' is not always a 
great boon. But it makes 

for good headlines, as the 
Observer proved last Sunday with 
its iist of younger people who are 
going to have a big impact in the 
next 20 years. On the 
architectural front, Foreign 
Office Architects gets the nod, 
though there was also a place for 
designer Thomas Heatherwick. 
The last time the paper did this 
was in 1979.Then the nominated 
architect was Nick Lacey, still 
doing great designs and looking 
for the really major project to 
crown his career.Perhaps it will be 
his Thames island scheme, if he 
can get the Port of London 
Authority to call off its dogs.

Oehl force
Moving on

et's hear it for the Central 
London Partnership, the 
public/private group 

headed by Patricia Brown, which 
launched its report by Jan Gehl on 
public realm policies for the 
capital at a glittering event in 
Paddington Basin a fortnight ago. 
The report was a reminder that 
the future planning of London is 
not Just about the Thames 
Gateway but about the way in 
which the environment affects 
millions of Londoners every day - 
and could be better. The sort of 
opportunities we need to seize 
were well illustrated this week by

Lemories of the 
community architecture 
years were stirred at the 

London Architecture Biennale, 
which hosted a Radio 3 debate on 
whether the Prince of Wales had 
been good for architecture. 
Marking 20 years since the Prince's 
notorious speech at Hampton 
Court, the motion supporting him 
was proposed by the urbane Jules 
Lubbock and the RIBA president 
George Ferguson. It was 
opposed by a feisty Amanda 
Levete (who managed to drag 
herself back from Portugal, where

If only

id you hear about the 
trio of architect, 
contractor and quantity 

surveyor who won the rollover 
Lotto on a joint ticket? Asked 
what they would do, the quantity 
surveyor said he would invest the 
money, retire, and live off the 
income. The contractor said he 
would buy his wife lots of 
jewellery, invest in a hotel and 
never work again. The architect 
said he would stay in practice 
'until the money runs out'

Bird Bong

ritics come and critics go, 
but the departure of the 
New York Times'C

astragal
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Respond to these showcases @ www.aiplus.co ufc/ajdrect 
Readers may obtain information about these prtxlucts by in the enquiY 
numbers on one of the Aj enqufy cards Advertisers wishing to promote ther 
products or these pages ^xn/id contact Oris Etond on 020 7505 6816.

products

PHILIP WAHS HANSEfyCROUP
Philip Watts Design now 
manufactures more than 60 
different porthole kits for doors, 
ranging from signage panels to 
high-specification fire-rated 
stainless steel. All its kits come 
with glaxing and are remarkably 
simple to install. Illustrated are two 
of its porthole/pull handle 
integrated kits; both can be fire 
rated to 60 minutes and are 
available in either satin or bright polish. For further details, visit the 
new online catalogue at www.phlllpwattsdeslgn.com.

Hie Newcastle HQ of the North East 
Regional Development Agency,
One North East features high- 
performance ThermoSpan glazing 
units manufactured by 
HansenGlass.The double-glazed 
units feature both hard and soft 
coated glass and have a U-value 
close to 1 .OW/m’K. HansenGlass 
also supplied Tempo glass entrance 
doors. For details of HansenGlass 
products call 0151 545 3000 or 
email sales(i>hansenglass.co.uk.

AME FACADES AJ ENQUIRY NO: 203 KALUUALL PROJECT OF THE WEEK AJ ENQUIRY NO: 204
Scott BrownrIgg & Turner 
Architects specified Arne's 
Proteus hr composite 
rainscreen system with duo- 
tone blue/red aiuminium front 
skins. Duo-tone is a dynamic 
fini^, changing colour 
depending on the position of 
the sun.The project, a new- 
bulld residential scheme at 
Chelsea Bridge Wharf, south London, demonstrates the combination 
of precise panel edge detail, flexibility in panel size and a striking 
finish achieving a modern and dramatic facade.

This shot of blue sky and 
clouds Is designed to 
bring happiness to AJ 
readers, though some 
may be more interested 
in St Christopher's School 
new sports hall. Here,
E&M Design Partnership 
has specified clerestory Kalwall so the interior is perfect for games - 
as sporty people will know, that means evenly distributed light 
without any shadows, glare or hotspots. Stoakes Systems now has a 
large portfolio of school and sports projects featuring Kalwall.
Tel 020 8660 7667 or visit ivww.stoakes.co.uk.

TOP AJ ENQUIRY NO: 20S SIKA AJ ENQUIRY NO: 206
Piantex is the original weed 
control fabric from DuPont 
and used by professional 
landscapers throughout the 
world. Highly versatile, it can 
be used to provide low, 
maintenance and non­
chemical weed control.
For decorative finishes such 
as timber decking, paving, gravel, bark and cobbles, Piantex will 
allow air and water to pass through, enabling growth of specimen 
plants while minimising unwanted weeds and self-seeding plants. 
Contact TDP for your nearest stockist or visH www.tdp.com.

TheTrocal andVW 
Golf brands share 
a common bond:
Trocal roofing 
systems are being 
installed on VW 
dealerships (n the 
UK. The latest isa 
roof refurbishment 
for the dealership 
in Avondale Road in Bromley, Kent. Trocal S 1.5mm single-ply roofing 
membranes from market leader Sika were specified to waterproof 
a 200m' flat-roofed extension at the dealership.

ARNOLDLAUER AJ ENQUIRY NO: 207 DORMA AJ ENQUIRY NO: 208
n*#TT' conaMw N don«

Arnold Laver Timber World has 
recently relaunched its website - 
www.dmberworid.co.uk- a 
quick and easy-to-navigate she 
which encompasses a new 
modern look and feel, relfecting 
Timber World's off-line 
branding. Contemporarily 
designed. Incorporating Timber 
World's sharp new look - the 
website Is now administered 
using a fully content-managed engine, so Information can be updated 
immediately whhout third-party assistance.

As one of the world's leading 
suppliers of automatic door 
technology, the Dorma range 
Is so comprehensive that 
standard solutions can be 
found for the most 
demanding situations - and 
the RST automatic space­
saving and KTV revolving 
door ranges are certainly 
cases in point. Powered by the ever-rellable ED 200 swing door 
operator, the leaves of the Dorma RST space-saving door are 
designed to perform a unique confined swivel movement.



enquiry ii on card

www.a)plu5.co.uk/a|dl

LICNACITELOCATION; Millennium Place. Coventry ARCHITECT: MacCormac Jamieson Prichard 

PRODUCT: Polished Snowstorm, wilh feature coursing bands

Lignacite Ltd. Norfolk House. High St.. Brandon, Suffolk IP27 OAX T: 01842 610678 F: 01842 814602 www.lignacile.co.uk 

Quote Ref; AJ LI
CONCftCTE MASONRY RROOWCTS


