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€ ; This Grade l1*-listed building in
London ECIR 4GB

Bridgwater - known as the AKA
Castle House - is set to feature in
EAarial fax number the latest series of the BBC's
Email Restoration. SAVE Britain’s Heritage,
1 T which bought the 1852 building for
just £1 last year, is set to campaign
for its renovation. SAVE director
Adam Wilkinson argues that it
should win the public vote due to
its pivotal role in the development
of the use of concrete in
construction and because of its
unusual structure, Conservationists
are particularly interested in
elements that include structural
post-tensioning and prefabrication.
Wilkinson hopes the building,
which has stood vacant for the past
20 years, can be converted into
three flats for the local housing
association SHAL, a project that will
cost more than £500,000.The
building will feature on BBC2 in the
week beginning 25 July. Further
details are available at
www.concretecastle.com.
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Southwark council

selects de Rijke Marsh
Morgan’s designs on the
Elephant and Castle

EEwe haven’t lost one single client and people
haven’t lost confidence in us. Just the opposite”

@ news

Farrell in ‘conflict of interest’ row

Accusations of a conflict of interest have
delayed a decision to award a £60 million
building contract to Terry Farrell, Edinburgh’s
newly appointed urban design guru.

Edinburgh City Council was expected to
approve a competition-winning scheme for
CALA-Morrison by Farrell’s London practice
to double the size of the Edinburgh Interna-
tional Conference Centre (EICC).

But last Thursday’s decision was post-
poned after council officers received letters
about Farrell’s involvement with CALA-Mor-
rison, alleging breaches of procurement rules.

The council’s authorities have now vowed
to investigate their competition procedures.

The CALA-Morrison consortium, which
includes Farrell’s designs, narrowly snatched
the competition, provoking a heated response
from fellow competitors Wilson Bowden

Developments and Alan Murray Architects.
In a letter sent to Edinburgh City Council,
the competitors’ solicitor, Maclay Murray &
Spens, claims its clients have ‘serious concerns’
regarding the procurement procedure.
It added: ‘Our clients have drawn to our
attention that Terry Farrell, the council’s design

RIBA set to put

trust in Knevitt

The RIBA is on the verge of
appointing author and fund-
raiser Charles Knevitt as the
director of the RIBA Trust, the
AJ has learned.

The author of many books -
including the famous Community
Architecture — is in contractual
negotiations with the institute,

If successful, Knevitt will over-
see the new charitable trust,
which, as one of three companies
within the RIBA group, aims to
promote architecture to the public
atlarge. The appointment will end
the one-year tenure of Roula Kon-
zotis, who stood in when the
original search proved fruitless.

Knevitt has long been associat-
ed with architecture and was
involved in Prince Charles’ efforts
to set up an alternative Classical
architectural education system.

4| the architects' journal

Farrell: serious concerns over Edinburgh role

czar with whom our clients were encouraged to
speak regarding planning constraints and
development aspects, was already at that point
engaged by CALA as its consultant. It would
seem to us that he and the council may have
had some conflict of interest in this regard.

During the two-year competition process,
the EICC and the council considered submis-
sions from five consortia and it was hoped
work would start in the summer of 2005.

However, the council maintains that it
adhered to the EU procurement programme
for publicly funded projects throughout.

‘We received a letter on the day of the meet-
ing and, even though the concerns were not
submitted in a formal way, we had a duty to
look into them, a spokeswoman said. “The
procurement officer will now be ensuring
everything has been done correctly.

‘However, we followed the EU procure-
ment rules to the letter; she added.

A final decision about the CALA-Morrison
scheme will not be made until the full council
sits again on 19 August. Terry Farrell & Part-
ners refused to comment.

Richard Waite

Debate wins ministerial sympathy

Planning minister Keith Hill has expressed sympa-
thy with the AJ’s Save the Clause campaign during
a special House of Commons adjournment debate
on Tuesday.

The minister, responding to a speech by AJ sup-
porter Alan Howarth MP, said he agreed that there
was a strong case that ‘cutting-edge design

“The exception has been attacked on a number of
fallacious grounds. It is alleged the countryside will be
ruined by a proliferation of new country houses. The
truth is that the history of our countryside is one of
intervention, whether through enclosure, agricul-
tural change, or the encroachment of
industry and suburbia.

initiatives.
And Hill also confirmed that there

could be helped along by big private g

aave tne

“Too often the altering of the char-
acter of the countryside has been an

clause unhappy story, but the great land-

was still hope of a government U-turn.
‘The final policy document will be e
published soon,” he said. “We cannot anticipate the
outcome but we are nearing completion.

Speaking in favour of retaining the PPG 7
clause, Howarth said the case for doing so was
overwhelming.

‘An A] appeal to reprieve the country house excep-
tion has been signed by more than 300 distinguished
architects, planners, academics, commentators and
others, including the members for Suffolk Coastal, the
City of Chester and the Hon Member for Chipping
Barnet, he told Westminster Hall.

scape designers — Bridgeman, Kent,
Brown, Repton — and the owners of estates have
shaped landscapes that we regard as quintessentially
English in their beauty and cherish as our heritage.

‘I do very much hope, therefore, that my right
honorable friends will reconsider their position on
the country house exception. I know that my honor-
able friend the minister appreciates the importance of
this issue and has been thinking carefully about it.

‘I can see no good arguments for discontinuing
the exception; on the contrary, I believe that it would
be a tragedy if we were to bring to an end our great
history of country house building, Howarth added.
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Who are the
stars of this
year’s National
Homebuilder
Design Awards?

1 have seen at first hand the way regeneration can

improve an area hecause I've lived in Islington for 30 years”

Government to announce £12bn
Crossrail package ‘within weeks’

The government is on the verge of giving the go-
ahead to London’s long-awaited and much-needed
Crossrail development, the AJ has learned.

The secretary of state for transport, Alistair
Darling, is expected to announce a raft of details
on how the £12 billion scheme will be funded in
the next few weeks.

Scheduling a White Paper — a move that is
essential if the controversial project is to get the
green light — has added new emphasis to decision-
making in the Department for Transport on the
project’s future.

It is understood that Darling is keen to see the
bill pass through parliament in the next session,
a move that means his decision has to be
announced before the House of Commons rises
for the summer on 22 July.

A source close to the transport department told
the AJ that funding for the project will be divided
into three separate chunks.

Some £3 billion will come from the central
purse, a further £3 billion from the Greater London
Authority, and the remainder will be raised from a
mixture of planning gain and private investment.

1 July 2004

It is also understood that Crossrail — the feasi-
bility company assessing the venture — has started
retendering for station designs.

If the scheme gets the go-ahead it will mean a
host of work in the capital for architects. Practices
commissioned to work on station designs so far
include Ian Ritchie Architects at the Isle of Dogs;
Weston Williamson with Aukett at Farringdon
and Whitechapel; John McAslan + Partners at
Paddington; Tony Meadows Associates at Bond
Street; Wilkinson Eyre at Liverpool Street; and
Hawkins\Brown at Tottenham Court Road.

John Smith — the project architect who worked
on the original designs for Paddington’s Crossrail
Station while at Alsop & Stormer - said it was
good news that the project is set to be given the
thumbs up.

“This is pleasing for London and it is exciting
that it might see the light of day. However, there
have been a number of false starts before now,
he warned.

Both Crossrail and the Department for Trans-
port were unavailable for comment.

Ed Dorrell

ARBIN NOT GUILTY VERDICT

An ARB Professional Conduct
Committee hearing has found James
Kennedy O'Callaghan not guilty of
serious professional incompetence.
The committee found that the
principal of Clerkenwell-based
Kennedy O'Callaghan Architects

had no case toanswer.

REGENT PLANS TO BE HEARD
Allies and Morrison's controversial
proposals for the Grade II-listed
Regent Palace Hotel in London will
come before Westminster City
Council's Planning Committee today
(1 July).The Twentieth Century
Society has attacked the decision to
decide the application before the
Listed Building Consent.

CABE UNDER THE MICROSCOPE
The ODPM Parliamentary Select
Committee is considering
investigating CABE, following the
Audit Report into conflicts of interest
earlier this month.Itis keen to assess
the design watchdog’s advice on

the demolition of listed buildings,
following a letter of complaint.

London-based Aedas is one of
three architect practices
shortlisted in the competition to
redesign the West Kowloon

. Cultural Districtin Hong Kong.

Foster and Partners and Cesar
Pelli & Associates have also
submitted bids to redevelop the
40ha City Club site.Aedas’
masterplan includes designs for
aconcert hall, three museums,a
water amphitheatreand a
school of dance. It also boastsa
landscaped park (pictured) to
stretch along the entire
waterfront.Should Aedas win,
the Richard Rogers Partnership
would be appointed as joint
masterplanner and Herzog &de
Meuron awarded the designofa
10,000-seat performance venue,
In addition Jean Nouvel would
be given the brief to design the
three theatres. A final decision is
expected by December.
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Foster set to follow BedZED’s lead

The eco-developer behind Bill Dunster’s award-winning BedZED
scheme is to team up with Foster and Partners to build 2,000 homes
in the Thames Gateway.

Together the BioRegional Development Group and Foster are
hoping to produce concept designs for a zero-waste, zero-carbon
community which would house up to 5,000 people.

The unexpected collaboration follows news that Foster has joined
forces with Jean Nouvel to develop a tower for the Bucklesbury
House site near the Bank of England.

Only two months ago Foster also announced that he would be
linking up with another unlikely stablemate, Frank Gehry, to
participate in a competition to rejuvenate the Milan Fiera trade
fair (A] 1.4.04).

This latest project, Z-squared, is among the first major schemes
aimed at regenerating more than 1,000ha of brownfield land
alongside the Thames — an area stretching from Tower Bridge
to Thurrock.

The concept will use information gathered from BioRegional’s
successful BedZED development — the Beddington Zero Energy

Development, Wallington, Surrey — which won the sustainability
prize at last year’s RIBA Awards.

Other partners on the One Planet Living project include the
World Wide Fund for Nature, Fulcrum Consulting and Cyril Sweet.

In the coming months BioRegional will be working with the
Thames Gateway London Partnership of local authorities to identify
a site for the Z-squared proposal and hopes to secure support from a
consortium of industry, local government and NGO partners.

A spokeswoman for BioRegional said: “We are pretty sure the
Thames Gateway project will happen if we get the investors on board.

‘Z-squared will turn information and ideas on waste manage-
ment and resource efficiency into a living, working example of
sustainable living for 5,000 people within Europe’s largest regenera-
tion area.

If it gets off the ground, the Z-Squared project may become just
one in a chain of green-powered communities across Europe.

Last week BioRegional began discussions with the Welsh Devel-
opment Agency to find a location for a new 1,000-home eco-village.

Richard Waite

Ice work if you can get it: designs sought for Antarctic challenge

An international competition has been
launched to design a new research station in
the Antarctic. Located on a floating ice shelf,
the current British Antarctic Survey (BAS)
centre needs to be replaced before it drifts off
on an iceberg.

The new scientific complex must be self-
sufficient, able to withstand temperatures of
minus 30°C, and capable of migrating nearly
400m on ice floes each year. The structure
should also have minimal impact on Antarcti-
ca’s pristine environment.

Linda Capper from the BAS said: ‘It is an
environmental and technical challenge. The
design will have to look at ways of overcoming
the moving ice-shelf and the 1.5m of snow
which falls on the station every year.

At the moment the main accommodation
blocks, which house up to 52 scientists, are lift-
ed above the snowline on stilts which are
jacked up when needed. Other temporary
buildings and garages are fitted with skis and
can be pulled free from drifts.

Capper added: “This is the fifth station on

the site and we know what things work. But we
don’t want to be too prescriptive about the
solutions. We have an opportunity to get
something really special’

The BAS, which is government funded, is
looking to ship the new building to the South
Atlantic before 2009.

The competition, organised by the RIBA, is
initially calling for expressions of interest from
multi-design teams. For details on how to
enter contact Linda Roberts at the RIBA Com-
petitions Office on 0113 2341335.

S

Southwark council has this week appointed de Rijke Marsh Morgan Architects (dRMM) to build the first housing scheme in the regeneration of
London’s Elephant and Castle. The practice saw off competition from Haworth Tompkins and Loates Taylor Shannon in the competition’s final
round.The Wansey Street scheme - which aims to be a demonstration project for the rest of the massive regeneration - will see the development of
29 new homes for the Southern Housing Group. Southwark deputy leader Catherine Bowman said: ‘The dRMM team has shown that they can
produce high-quality, modern housing to exactly the standard that we want to deliver in the first phases of the Elephant and Castle regeneration.’

B | the architects' journal
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Farrell to follow Nash

through London

Terry Farrell & Partners yesterday unveiled its proposal for a new
walk through the heart of central London,'The Nash Ramblas’

The ambitious proposal - which loosely aims to follow a series
of 19th-century John Nash buildings - comes on the back

of the publicity surrounding Farrell’s concept of
turning the Euston Road into the London version of
the Champs Elysées last year (AJ 23.01.03).

The new route - which has been developed following

the success of the Queen Elizabeth Walk on the South
Bank - will take in Primrose Hill, St James’s Park and
Trafalgar Square.

The scheme includes the wholesale relocation of London Zoo, the
proposals being drawn up for the 2012 Olympic bid, direct access and

crossings on the Euston Road and to Regents Park
Tube, and a central walk down Portland Place.

The project also aims to take advantage of planned improvements
drawn up by the Crown Estates for Regent Street and changes to
Oxford Circus proposed by the New West End Company.

Farrell argues that the scheme will bring coherence

to the many improvement proposals under way in

central London and will also add a‘spine’to the various Olympic

events set to be dotted about the capital.

The scheme has also won the backing of London
mayor Ken Livingstone, the RIBA and local business
interest groups.
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Court challenge will end
Part 3, claims Salishury

ARB rebel lan Salisbury has
predicted that the board will
soon be forced to abandon the
Part 3 qualification.

The RIBA
candidate has revealed
of legal advice that warns the
board’s bosses that, if the Part 3
requirement is challenged in
the courts, it will have to be
abandoned.

The advice says that, because
foreign-qualified architects that
come to the UK are unrequired
to take Part 3, there is no
legal reason why British-trained
architects should be forced to
take the qualification.

In a written statement, Salis

presidential
details

bury said he believed the change

was inevitable, especially since the proportion of
foreign architects using this has
increased to 20 per cent of the total registering
each year.

‘T have seen a copy of that advice, he wrote, ‘and
it seems to me to be quite wrong for the ARB to be
insisting that UK candidates present Part 3 qualifi
cations given the advice the board has received.

But the Oxford-based practitioner added that
he believes the potential change would benefit
the RIBA.

loophole

1 July 2004

Salisbury: ‘Changeis inevitable’

‘I see every advantage in draw-
ing a distinction
stature of a mere registered archi
tectand the gold standard of being
a chartered architect, he said.

‘Moreover, distinction
will do the institute a great deal
of good as soon as the public
begin to appreciate that there is
a substantial difference between
the two.

Tt will
attraction of

between the

the

maintain the
institute to
unable to

also
the
overseas members
obtain a similarly high profes-
sional standing in their own
countries, Salisbury added.
However, the ARB’s
executive Robin Vaughan insist-
ed that there was a little chance

chief

of change.

‘We last looked at this back in 2000 and we
agreed with the RIBA that the current setup is
completely acceptable and we see no reason why
this should have changed, he said.

‘T also find it interesting that many of the
foreign architects that come to this country
choose to do Part 3 even though they do not have
to, because they think it is such a good thing,
he added.

Ed Dorrell

SIZE MATTERS FOR MVRDV’S
SERPENTINE GALLERY PLANS
The AJ has learned that MVRDV's
proposed pavilion for the
Serpentine Gallery is set to be
‘bigger than anything that has
gone beforeThe Dutch-based
practice is set to design the gallery’s
first winter pavilion,a move that
surprised traditionalists that have
grown used to the summer events
A source told the AJ that designs for
the structure are'much bigger'than
the gallery’s authorities had
expected. MVRDV's appointment
follows the success of previous
years when Oscar Niemeyer,Toyo
Ito and Zaha Hadid all designed
pavilions to widespread acclaim

VOTING SLIP ERROR HOLDS
UP RIBA ELECTION RACE

The results of the RIBA presidential
election will be delayed for up to
two weeks following problems
with the international ballot
papers.|tis understood that the
organisation charged with
arranging the election, the
Electoral Reform Society, failed to
send out the international voting
slips in time for them all to be
returned.The RIBA has promised
that candidates Simon Foxell,
Richard Saxon,Valerie Owen, Brian
Godfrey,Jack Pringle and lan
Salisbury will be told who will
succeed George Ferguson by the
beginning of next week.

the architects’' journal |7




Results justify shake-up
claims new Aukett chief

The Aukett Group’s new chief executive, Jose
Luis Ripoll, has claimed poor results revealed last
week justify the shareholder revolt that shook

the company back in April.

On Thursday the international group of

architects and engineers ann-
ounced losses of £100,000 for
the first six months of this
year, compared with a profit
of £270,000 in the same peri-
od in 2003.

However, Ripoll is confi-
dent in his ability to turn
things round and he is
adamant that the disappoint-
ing figures are proof that
tough action was needed.

‘T didn’t need these
results to show me we were
doing the right thing, but if
we had any doubts then, it’s
very clear now, he said.

‘The only thing I can
never forgive myself for is
not having done this before.

I should have done it six months ago.

And he pointed out that in the 12 weeks since
the Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM),
Aukett has already taken on 31 major new pro-
jects with fees totalling £6 million.

Among these successes is a major commission
to design the headquarters for insurance giant
Norwich Union.

‘Defeat is not an option, Ripoll added.

»

Ripoll:'l should have done it six months ago’

‘I’s very good that the new projects have come

so early after the EGM and
it shows the changes have
been well received by the
market.

‘We haven’t lost one
single client and people
haven’t lost confidence in
us. Just the opposite.

One of Ripoll’s main
aims is to unify all the arms
of the business, particularly
outside the UK, and as a
result he has appointed
Brussels-based Steven Beck-
ers as managing director of
all European operations.

‘Before we had just a
bunch of European practices
working on their own,
Ripoll said. ‘And, though

some were very successful, there was no connec-
tion between them.

‘We want a sharing of knowledge, a sharing of
information and a sharing of skills, he added.

Richard Waite

Lord Falconer closes door on new Supreme Court

The new Supreme Court is
unlikely to get its own, purpose-
built home.

The Lord Chancellor’s
Department seems to have ruled
out building a major new court
complex to house the flagship
of Tony Blair’s constitutional
reforms.

Appearing before the House of
Commons’ Constitutional Affairs
select committee, Lord Falconer
revealed that he now favours a
move to either Middlesex Guild-

hall or the new wing of Somerset
House in the Strand.

A spokesman for Falconer
said: ‘Nothing has been absolutely
ruled out forever.

‘It is possible neither of the
sites is sustainable, but part of
the thinking is that we have to get
on with this, he added. ‘It is not
the case either that the decision is
just about money, but that is
important.

Last year RIBA president
George Ferguson wrote to Fal-

| STUDENT SHOWCASE

8|the architects' journal

coner outlining his support for
a new courthouse.

However, speaking last week,
he said he was not surprised by
the decision. ‘A fresh start would
have been my preference, but
I accept the practicalities,” Ferg-
uson said.

“Though it's an opportunity
lost to build, it’s also an oppor-
tunity gained to do something
with an historic building.

‘If it’s a second best, it is a good
second best," he added.

DCMS unveils new
heritage reforms

Heritage minister Andrew McIn-
tosh has unveiled the results of
public consultation into pro-
posed changes to the listed

building system.
McIntosh also revealed further
details of proposed reforms

and the impact the Department
for Culture, Media and Sport
(DCMS) hopes they will have on
architecture and construction.

The package includes impor-
tant new rights for owners of
old properties, including statutory
consultation on decisions to spot-
list and a new right of appeal.

Other reforms include the cre-
ation of a new ‘super register’ of all
protected buildings, monuments,
parks, gardens and battlefields —
a move that was backed by 85 per
cent of consultees.

Most significantly, responsibil-
ity for designation decisions will
be transferred from the DCMS to
English Heritage ‘subject to cer-
tain important new safeguards.

MclIntosh said he was pleased
about the proposed changes. ‘Our
current system of heritage protec-
tion is second to none, he said. ‘If
it did not exist, the landscape of
England would be a vastly differ-
ent,and an infinitely poorer one.

‘But improvements can be
made. There is too much overlap
between safeguards and not
enough transparency. We need a
more open, more effective system.

‘We need to manage change to
ensure old buildings and public
spaces are put to productive new
uses, while retaining a robust level
of protection for our assets, McIn-
tosh added. “We need to breathe
new life into an old regime.

McIntosh also announced that
the changes would take the form
of a White Paper, which would be
published after a series of English
Heritage pilot exercises currently
under way (A] 11.3.04).

Peter Preston designed this cafe, gallery and apartment space as part of his
final design module in his first-year at Liverpool John Moores University.
He took the idea of a window as an element similar to the frame of a picture.
Each window is, therefore, at a different height from the others, so that both
children and adults can enjoy a different perspective.In addition, each
window is different. Preston designed the scheme using ArchiCAD, and
rendered it in Artlantis. His tutor was Robert MacDonald.

Student Showcase is sponsored by Students’Union, a website (2]
set up by Union in association with The Architects’Journal at
www.students-union.net. To submit work for publication in
Student Showcase, email a publication qualityimage to
ajstudentshowcase@emap.com

STUDENTS

UNIDN
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I'M JOST GOING OUTSIDE AND [
MAY BE SOME TIME !

Hellman

THE BRITISH ANTARCTIC SURVEY 15
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RESEARCH HQR IN THE AREA —
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who said what

vital statistics

‘If we had a truly mature architectural culture, would
one Royal Academician (Sir Nicholas Grimshaw) he
willing to make a mess of a listed building by another
(H T Cadbury-Brown), at the request of a client (the

Royal College of Art) that should know hetter?’

Alan Powers. Spectator, 26.6.04

‘While Selfridges is
certainly an asset
to Birmingham,
should it not raise

always divided people,

a temple or goose turd,

‘The National Theatre has
floating above the river like

according to which way you

® Thecivil service is defying
its pledge to move out of
London.Since the beginning of
the year,government and
public bodies have accounted
for 36 per cent of all office
space take-up in the West End.
® Fivetimesas many
tornadoes hitthe UK than

the US every year, according to
research by geographers at
Leeds University. Nearly 100
twisters strike our shores each
year. However, few reach the
480km/h speeds reported in
America.

® The managing director

of housebuilder Berkeley
Group, Tony Pidgley, is set to
earn £24 million from his
personal stake in the company.
Berkeley Group rejected a

concerns thatthe  jookat it prim iy
most talked ahout Hermione Eyre. loS, 27.6.04 :‘a:l:::::‘shareholders in
building in the ‘We have never had a purpoSe for et fer onshave

Scottish Parliament building
atHolyrood.The screens will
add another £663,000 to the
project, which has already
cost £431 million.

planning in the UK — we have had

a system without a purpose’
RTPI president Mike Hayes. Guardian, 23.6.04

region is a shop?’

lan Saunders of DS Architects.
Birmingham Post, 24.6.04
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We've buried some little
treasures in Oassis Glass.
Specially produced ceramic
glass that cannot be seen
through. The pivoted doors
eliminate large metal
patches. Vertical posts are
suspended from the
headrail which hides our
unique patented hydraulic
door closer. Feet are set
out of sight from front view.
So all you do see is glass,
i ____glass and more glass.

Stainless steel lock is easy to use for Top pivoted doors enable minimal CNC turned stainless steel feet. Bolted into the floor and set
the disabled. Nylon edge cannot stainless steel strips instead of large, out of sight 200mm. back from front of cubicle.
scratch receiver. unsightly metal patches.

enquiry 15 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect




9. BEST MIXED-USE
DEVELOPMENT

Gunwharf Quays, portsmouth
Amos partnership for

Berkeley Homes

10. BEST SOCIAL HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT

geaufort Court, Lillie Road, London SW6
feilden Clegd gradley for
peabody Trust

11. BEST SMALL HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT OF THEYEAR
Collison place,London N16
Julian Cowie Architects for
Space Homes

14 the ar‘chlcects' 1ourna|

12. BEST LARGE HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT OF THEYEAR
Waters Edge, Shaldon,Devon
Harrison Sutton partnership for
Midas Homes

13. BEST LANDSCAPlNG OFA
DEVELOPMENT

snowdenham Hall,Bramley, Surrey
MWR for Michael Wilson
Restorations

14. BEST HOUSING PROJECT OF
THEYEAR

Accordia,Cambridge

feilden Clegg Bradley for

Countryside Properties
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1. BEST HOUSE (3 storeys or more)
The Hazeltine, Kings Hill Park, Kent
Clague for Environ Sunley

2. BESTINTERIOR DESIGN

Huf Haus

Peter Huf for Huf Haus

3. BESTRENOVATION AND
CONVERSION

100 Westminster Bridge Road,
London SE1

Assael Architecture for Crest Nicholson
4. BESTRETIREMENT
DEVELOPMENT

Bemerton Farm, Salisbury Wiltshire
ALP Architects for Beechcroft
Developments

5. BESTHOUSE (1 or 2 storeys)
House Three at Petersham, Surrey
Terry Farrell & Partners for
Berkeley Homes

6. BEST APARTMENT BUILDING
Brewery Square, London EC1
Hamilton Associates for

Berkeley Homes

7. BESTHOUSE OF THEFUTURE
The Hazeltine, Kings Hill Park, Kent
Clague for Environ Sunley

8. BEST USE OF ABROWNFIELD SITE
Angel Waterside, London N1
(formerly known as Harris Wharf)
Pollard Thomas Edwards Architects
for Groveworld and PTE Property

The winners of the the Mail on Sunday National Homebuilder Design Awards 2004,
sponsored by The Architects’ Journal, were announced last Friday. Michael Manser
chaired a panel of judges which included John Assael, Robert Adam and AJ editor
Isabel Allen. For more information visit www.newhomesuk.info
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ADVERTISING FEATURE...

Gl

Andy Johnstone answers
some questions on the
reasons for the creation of
Archway and what G&A
can offer Architects in the
PI market.

Q

G&A’s name is synonymous with
consulting engineers. Why the move into
architects?

We are often approached by architects, but
we have always supported what was the
official RIBA Scheme, and until recently
have not felt it was necessary to create any
alternative arrangements.

So, what has changed to cause you fto
launch Archway?

A number of factors. The perception, which
we have gleaned from speaking to architects
in recent years, is a growing level of
dissatisfaction over the service levels, and
the brokers who run the scheme do not seem
to support it in the way that, for example, we
support our Scheme for Members of the
Association of Consulting Engineers.

How does that actually affect Architects?

I think it affects them in a number of ways.
First of all, it can weaken the arrangement to
the point where it is no longer effectively a
scheme. Secondly, it may put more power in
the hands of the underwriter, who then
begins to exercise that power by increasing
premiums and introducing exclusions and
restrictions.

When did you launch Archway, and can
you tell me a bit more about it?

We actually launched Archway in response
to a need in Ireland 7 years ago, and it has
proved a great success. My colleagues in our
Dublin office now look after a significant
number of architects.

Here in the UK, we have almost 100 people
dealing exclusively in PIl for the
construction professions, and we look after
over 3,000 professional practices. We have
run schemes for many years, and indeed the
ACE Scheme is probably the longest running
facility in the UK, and is much admired.
Archway is modelled on the ACE Scheme.

After its success in Ireland, we introduced
Archway into the UK earlier this year.

Andy Johnstone has been a Partner at GEA since 1991

However, the launch was fairly low key, as
we see this as a long-term project. We do not
expect dramatic growth, but are anticipating
a steady increase. However, Archway is
available automatically up to a £5m limit
(but higher limits are not a problem) and that
in itself may accelerate the growth.

What is the main feature of Archway?

In a nutshell, it is that we select insurer
partners who we are confident will be around
to pay the claims in anything up to 10 years’
time, and that they go out of their way to
understand what architects actually do. The
term “architect” covers a vast array of
activities, and consequently many levels of
risk. Itis important that insurers understand
the different work stages for example, and
appreciate the risks in architectural activities.
No two architects are the same.

Do you think the official scheme will fall
into disrepute?

I certainly hope not. In my view,
competition is healthy, and 1 am a firm
believer in choice. Unfortunately, in this day
and age, choice is too often just another word
for price, and whilst I quite understand that
cost is important, it is certainly not the sole
factor in the decision process. There is no
point, for example, buying a PI policy for a
lower premium, if when a claim is made
against you for specifying composite panels

For further information please contact Andy Johnstone at Griffiths & Armour, Drury House, 19 Water Street, Liverpool L2 ORL

Griffiths & Armour Professional Risks acts as manager to the professional indemnity division of Griffiths & Armour.

GRIFFITHS & ARMOUR HAVE RECENTLY
LAUNCHED ARCHWAY, A NEW PI INSURANCE
FACILITY FOR UK ARCHITECTS

5 years ago, you find that there is no
insurance protection, as it has been
specifically excluded.

So what are G&A bringing to the table?

Again, I think it is a combination of things.
Stability, understanding, high levels of
service, contract review, very wide cover
and, last but not least, the creation of firm
foundations so that we are around to
continue to look after architects for the next
50 years plus, as indeed we have been able to
do for consulting engineers

That leads me to ask whether there is a
conflict with your looking after engineers
and architects on the same project?

We look after just under 500 architects at
present, including some of the larger firms.
In that period, we have obviously come
across situations where both the architect and
engineer on a problem job are clients of ours,
but we have never had any difficulties. We
have panels of experienced experts and
lawyers at our disposal, and we obviously
ensure complete separation for
confidentiality reasons within the office.

Architects often express the view that the
insurance industry does not use claims to
help them manage their practices. Is this a
[fair criticism?




A Generally speaking, I think it is a valid
criticism, but one which we at G&A spend a
huge amount of time countering. We have
specialist staff whose role is to help our
clients manage their risks. We run
workshops, seminars, and produce booklets,
literature, CD Roms and videos, all aimed at
providing feedback on the lessons which can
be learned from claims.

It has always seemed to me that even though
claims can be very individual, it is usually

enquiry 16 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

possible to identify some useful factors
which have value to all architects.

Insurance is a simple industry. The phrase
“we are all in this together” is very true, and
the more we can do to help architects avoid
claims into the future, whether clients of ours
or not, the better.

Where is G&A’s main office?

We started life in 1934 in Liverpool. I
happen to believe that Liverpool’s award of

rchway

The way forward for Architects
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Griffiths & Armour have produced a series of publicati

Direct Tel No: 0151 600 2006 Fax No: 0151

Griffiths & Armour and Griffiths & Armour Professional Risks Ltd are members of the General Insurance Standards Council.

227 2216 Email: ajohnstone@ganda-group.com

the Capital of Culture is long overdue, as we
are immensely fortunate to have some
wonderful examples of architects’ creative
abilities. The plans for the City’s
development over the new few years are
exciting.

Our centre of excellence for architects is
based in our Liverpool head office, but our
offices in Manchester and Watford are
staffed by fully trained PI brokers.

A pointed question now. Are the premiums
always going to be cheaper than anywhere
else?

It may surprise you when I say the answer to
that is no. There will undoubtedly be some
architects whose sole focus is cost, but as |
mentioned earlier, that is not the whole story.

There are a great many architects who value
the day-to-day service, the way in which we
review contracts on their behalf, the way we
settle claims and arrange for robust defences
if appropriate, and the knowledge that we
bring to the table. We will certainly be able
to help those firms who do not worship the
god of premium and, in my experience, once
appointed, together we will forge a very
strong partnership with insurers which if our
experience with consulting engineers is
anything to go by, will stand the test of time.

If any architect wants to know any more,
what should they do?

Well for a start, | hope they do not wait until
2 days before their renewal date! My advice
to architects is quite simple.

First, make it clear to your existing broker
that you want renewal terms at least 3 weeks
in advance of renewal, then start discussions
with any potential new adviser at least 8
weeks before renewal date. Finally, do not
involve more than 2 brokers — the market is
too small, and you risk damaging your
reputation.

Making decisions on PII cannot be taken too
lightly, and everyone needs a little time to
weigh up all the factors — I dare say
architects would not be very pleased if],
having entered into competition, they found
that a decision had been made in 5 minutes!

How can they contact G&A?

In the first instance contact me by fax, phone
or email, as below, and I or one of my team
will talk through the issues and provide any
necessary advice and support. l




Leading the way with designs

With a string of projects
by high-profile architects,
UK housing associations
are having an impact on
design and helping to
improve standards
across the board.

Or are they?

David Taylor reports

18 | the architects’ journal

Have housing associations overtaken volume
housebuilders when it comes to design? ‘I
think there are beacons and stars in the hous-
ing regeneration area but there is still a lot of
mediocrity, says Simon Allford of Allford
Hall Monaghan Morris. ‘We’ve been fortu-
nate to work with some of the best in
Rowntree and the Peabody Trust, who have
been caned in the press as being innovative
but over-budget, but who have set new stan-
dards or, in a sense, returned to old standards
in terms of offering bigger, better flats.

Pankaj Patel of Patel Taylor agrees that
housing associations such as Peabody have
been an ‘incredible influence’ but that they
are ‘a rare example, putting money in and
trying new methods out, as at Murray Grove
[in London’s Hackney], which was fantastic.
Housing associations and private developers
are still neglecting external space, says Patel,
and one has to look abroad for exemplars of
high-density living. ‘There are enough
examples of Span housing and Edwardian
blocks — we need to pump up the density to
make it work again’

David Birkbeck, chief executive of pressure
group Design for Homes, reports that many
housing associations ‘remain very conserva-
tive about what they do; fearful of finding
unconventional property difficult to let.

New Housing Corporation chief executive
Jon Rouse plays down the role of radical
design innovation in new affordable housing.

Yes, outfits such as Peabody have scooped
architecture awards but they have been scold-
ed by regulators for spending too much on
innovation and too little on existing housing
stock. “There is a question about how far we
step out in innovation in a sector that aims
to provide people with places to live, Rouse
has said.

Peabody development director Dickon
Robinson feels that organisations such as his
have pushed housebuilders into producing
better schemes, but that CABE has also
played a key role. Peabody projects such as
Lillie Road and BedZed have scooped
awards, but the bigger fish have also turned
to better products and, overall, housing has
improved in the past five years.

Sign of the times

Robinson suspects that the emphasis on
design is simply a sign of the times. Econom-
ic conditions in the 1990s meant not much
was built and the 1980s were still in the
shadow of unsuccessful housing from the
previous decades. Now we are seeing inno-
vation in both housing association schemes
and commercial projects.

David Levitt of Levitt Bernstein hails the
improvements in developers’ output, but both
he and Robinson agree that the better schemes
are concentrated in the major urban centres,
and that it has been an urban, rather than a
suburban or rural, change. He points to
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on home improvement

‘incredible successes’ such as Coin Street, per-
haps possible because of the high value of the
land, but also exceptions, like St George’s
unfortunate ‘flirtation” with Broadway
Malyan at Vauxhall. Patel expects other, bigger
developers to muscle in on more residential
work in the future. Chelsfield, not renowned
for housing, has developed extensive residen-
tial schemes at Paddington Basin using
architects such as Munkenbeck + Marshall
and Jestico + Whiles.

Brand values

This is what Birkbeck characterises as devel-
opers differentiating themselves by the
standards of architects they use — which stems
from consternation in the boardrooms over
how to sell to a new market. Where before the
traditional housebuilders were aiming their
products at Express or Mail readers, says Birk-
beck, nowadays their buyers read The Times
and the Telegraph — even the Guardian. So the
product has shifted from the standard boxes
to ‘places, large developments and marinas.
Simon Allford points to Berkeley Homes’
Brewery Square scheme in London’s Clerken-
well, ‘inspired’ by Erick van Egeraat and
designed by Hamilton Associates, as a prime
example of product differentiation.

Berkeley prides itself on the architects it
uses — including Sheppard Robson on a new
residential joint venture with the Royal Bank
of Scotland near the Bank of England, and lan

Ritchie on the Potters’ Fields site, stuck at
appeal stage on ‘political’ grounds. Berkeley’s
managing director Alisdair Chant denies that
this is a bid to keep up with an agenda set by
housing associations. Berkeley, he maintains,
was always ‘one step ahead of the game any-
way’ ‘I'm aware of Dickon Robinson’s agenda,
he says. ‘Whether or not it’s been a success |
couldn’t say — whether it’s generated profits,
whether people enjoy living in them or they
are a good investment in terms of life-cycle
costing, | don’t know!

What Chant has noticed is a shift to larger-
scale mixed-use urban developments during
the past five years, where architectural quality
has ‘lifted considerably. Berkeley is involved
with another scheme which should advance
housing quality further, having been short-
listed against four other teams featuring
developers including Quintain Estates,
Countryside Properties and Stanhope to look
at sites, probably using architect PRP and
others, in a London-wide initiative being run
by English Partnerships. The pilot scheme
aims to create a development mechanism
capable of fast-tracking more than 15,000
new key-worker homes in the next five years.

So there are developer beacons for innova-
tion. There are concerns too, however, such as
Robinson’s, that UK housebuilders are actu-
ally building smaller properties. The RICS
survey which said that internal space has
diminished by 10 per cent since 1980 (when

DOES PREFABRICATION PAY

the Parker Morris standards were abolished),
is only part of the picture, however. According
to Birkbeck, Berkeley, for example, used to
build two-beds at 60-65m’, but now does so at
100m’, and one association — Downland
Housing Association — builds at Parker Mor-
ris standards plus 10 per cent ‘on the sly’

Sunny outlook?

On balance, Robinson claims to be ‘reason-
ably optimistic that the quality of product is
improving, adding: * I like to think that hous-
ing associations like us have been influential,
but whether we can make excessive claims —
CABE has been just as influential. Birkbeck’s
view on associations having an effect is differ-
ent. ‘It’s crap) he says. ‘Absolute crap.

True, Peabody has excelled in looking at
sustainability to progress things such as
BedZed. But, in reality, although Birkbeck
took Bill Dunster to talk to more than 80
developers about the scheme and they
understood it, they were far too ‘cut-throat’
to form the necessary cooperatives to build
similar schemes in bulk.

In the end, Countryside, Wimpey, Crest
Nicholson, Berkeley, are all lifting quality — but
only where they have good development
directors. ‘At least we’ve got to the stage where
they’re not questioning “do we have to use
architects?” but “which is the right architect to
choose?”} says Birkbeck. ‘That’s pretty good
news for consultants”

Both housing associations and private developers have been experimenting with

prefabrication. Key experiments initiated by Peabody include Murray Grove, Cartwright
Pickard's 30-unit modular housing scheme in Hackney which was erected in 10 days,
and Raines Court, also in Hackney, by Allford Hall Monaghan Morris. Simon Aliford says
the lessons learned are as important as the relative successes of individual schemes. At
Raines Court the practice catalogued all the difficult elements, such as the percentage
of the modules which were actually pre-clad, to help the industry learn,

The lessons learned at Raines Court (far left) are currently being taken on board with
AHMM's Momo project, another prefabricated housing scheme being designed in
conjunction with a shipping container firm (left).

Berkeley Partnership Homes has just completed Salamanca Square,a mixed private
and affordable housing scheme designed by Rolfe Judd on London’s Albert
Embankment which uses modular bathroom pods. Managing director Alisdair Chant
explains: ‘'We wanted to see if there were savings on site associated with cutting the
trades involved with bathrooms traditionally. Is this going to save time? Yesitdoes. Isit
going to have fewer defects? We'll have to wait and see.”
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editorial

letters

Housing winners show the positives
but let’s not get too carried away

Judging the National Homebuilder Awards (pages 14-
15) is adubious privilege.Each of the three category
winners,which have been published as AJ building
studies, offers a particular cause for hope.

First there is the Terry Farrell-designed development
of three luxury courtyard homes at Petersham in Surrey,
winner of the Best House category (AJ4.12.03). It has
everything you would expect of award-winning
architecture: a big name architect,an extravagant price tag
(the advertised guide price is £4 million a throw) and a one-
offdesign.The surprise is the developer - Berkeley Homes;
anindication that the most massive of mass house-
builders is beginning to grasp the commercial worth of
linking with top-end architects. Berkeley, which has just
announced its intentions to pull out of ‘traditional’ house-
building, has learnt that there are more subtle ways to add
value than by ramping up the square footage or the
number of luxury appliances.

Second,and at the opposite end of the spectrum, there is
Feilden Clegg Bradley’s Beaufort Court in south-west
London,winner in the category for best social housing
development (AJ 16.10.03). Innovative in terms of
construction and as architecturally ambitious as any of the
winning projects, itis one of several high-profile schemes
commissioned by the Peabody Trust and proof positive
that social housing is no longer the Cinderella of the
industry. Third is Angel Waterside, a residential
developmentin Islington designed by Pollard Thomas
Edwards and deemed by the judges to be the best
example of adevelopment on a brownfield site (see pages
26-37).Quirky and highly site-specific, the project was co-
developed by the architect itself.

Taken together these three projects suggest that private
housebuilders, housing associations and architects
themselves are starting to challenge the misapprehension
that, when it comes to housing, supply and construction
can be treated as distinct from design. But the flagship
projects which make the headlines give a misleadingly
optimisticimpression of the industry as a whole. You may
have reservations about some of the winning projects -
but you should have seen the ones which got away.

Isabel Allen

20 | the architects' journal

When Will there be an
end to Alsop’s jokes?

For goodness sake, when is the
architectural press going to stop
publishing the work of Will

Alsop  (Tabletop  Building,
Toronto, A] 24.6.04)? We've
heard that joke before (multi-
coloured slab hovering on
wacky sticky-out-legs) and
frankly I didn’t find it funny or
clever the first time around. It is
a while since we've heard the one
about the amorphous shaped
blobs, but that one never seems
to get built. When he does man-
age to have a new idea, I'm sure
you will let us know; meanwhile,
please don’t bother.

Roy Mittins

London N8

Selfridges’ skirt fails

to lift the spirits

Joe Holyoak is to be congratulat-
ed on his letter about the Self-
ridges building in Birmingham
(AJ 24.6.04). I had been tempt-
ed to address a similar theme
myself.

Delayed at New Street Sta-
tion, an architectural disgrace,
for 90 minutes, I ventured out at
about 7.30pm to explore the
environs between the Selfridges
building and the pre-existing
St Martins Church — now domi-
nated by the department store.
Mr Holyoak and I share major

reservations about the ugly skirt
area of the new building.

At night it is particularly
depressing — and somewhat
creepy. The innovative discs
suddenly terminate and a great
opportunity has been lost either
to introduce display windows or
restaurants to brighten up a dis-
mal area in the heart of the city.

I claim that architecture is
only successful when a building
is adequate both internally and
externally at all levels and in all
locations, during both day and
night.

Unfortunately, small models
and computer-generated views
do not address many of the
important minutiae of buildings
(and avant-garde bridges) for
the human beings close to the
structures at ground level.
Clients beware!

John Stubb
Barton-on-Sea, Hampshire

Education needs time
to take its course
Having just picked up an old copy
of the AJ (12.2.04) and read the
various views expressed on the
effects top-up fees are likely to
have on the future of architectur-
al education, I would like to add
my own comments,

Problems such as this are self-
induced: we invite upon our-
selves negative economic pres-
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sures, by an insufficient under-
standing and presentation of our
very educational support. The
blame must lie with the ARB. Asa
representative and regulatory
body, it is not sufficiently pro-
moting the role of trained archi-
tects within wider political and
regulatory structures.

Shortened study is just a cost-
cutting exercise; it is negative and
should be resisted. It is on a tried-
and-tested basis that the course is
as long as it is. In fact, if we look
to the continent, students in Ger-
many, Spain, France and so on
realise that study for even longer
than seven years is necessary.
Closer to home, an increasing
number of students find their
study is shortened already
through having to work external-
ly to fund their education.

More training could be
argued for, which might include
the following: more readily
examinable aspects such as the
stricter applications of geometry
and logic (without, of course,
attempting to kill design
thought by excessive defining
and delimiting); the place of
architecture as a branch of just
about everything else; research
and development of materials,
computers, perception; analysis
and integration of current costs
in the construction industry; the
list goes on, and in fact so does
architectural learning.

Erosion of the ground struc-
ture makes only for collapse. As
my former teacher, David Dun-
ster of the University of Liver-
pool, points out, ‘re-examina-
tion is necessary, but re-evalua-
tion of training should not
undermine the foundations of
what makes for good architec-
tural — and political — vision’
Paul Lally
Dublin

Disappointed at lack

of a direct request

It is disappointing that Robin
Vaughan did not raise his correc-
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tions with me directly, for had he
done so he would have saved
your readers from being misin-
formed (Letters, AJ 17.6.04)

The Statutory Instrument
revising the composition of the
ARB’s professional conduct
committee was brought in by
the government on the fast track
after many months of inactivity.
[ am no expert in parliamentary
procedure, but my MP, Evan
Harris, used the words, ‘unseem-
ly haste’ when he told me of his
surprise that this procedure was
used for what should have been
unhurried and carefully consid-
ered business.

The matter in question, by
those who raised the Early Day
Motion, was the wisdom of
retaining members of the board
on the PCC after its enlarge-
ment. They who firstly make
policies and then make judge-
ments on them are always open
to the accusation that they may
judge not by what they said but
by what they intended to say.

The separation of the juridical
function from the policy making
is the essential protection against
this injustice, long recognised in
the maxim that nobody may
judge in his own cause.

In deference to this legal
principle, both the General
Medical and the General Dental
Councils have recently built a
wall between their policy-mak-
ing councils and their PCCs.
This and other human rights
issues were discussed by the ARB
on 23 September last year, and in
consequence the motion to
accept the changes was lost 4:3.

The defeat was secured by the
chairman who, perhaps drawing
on his expertise as a judge,
placed his casting vote in favour
of retaining the status quo.
Vaughan may be able to explain
how this was ‘an endorsement’
of the change, but that level of
ingenuity is beyond me.
lan Salisbury
Oxford

Housebuilders not solely
to blame for urban blight
Just read your leader in 10 June
issue. Excellent summation.
Problem is that Prince Charles’
intervention legitimised the
British architectural wallpaper
of two decades which now dis-
figures every town in Britain,
which neither the RIBA, nor
CABE, likes to acknowledge as
the output of the lesser reaches
of the architectural profession,
in thrall to unenlightened clients
desperately seeking planning
consent. And it is still getting
built — most annoyingly up and
down both sides of the Thames.
When are we going to see the
real rubbish, nearly all of it
designed by architects, intelli-
gently critiqued so clients know
who to avoid? It is no good just
blaming the housebuilders —
they did not go to architectural
school.
Lee Mallett, Transformer
Properties, London EC1

Conservation architect
should also be credited
Thank you for including details
of the RIBA Award for Compton
Verney Art Gallery in Warwick-
shire (A] 17.6.04), and for the
building study (A] 10.6.04).
Unfortunately, the item on
the awards failed to credit the
conservation architect on the
project, Rodney Melville & Part-
ners, which worked jointly with
us on the transformation of the
dilapidated mansion house into
a world-class art gallery.
Paul Williams
Stanton Williams

Poignant reminder of
the genius of ‘Barrence’
Bryan Avery’s poignant obituary
of Barry Russell (A] 24.6.04) will
remind all of us who knew him,
or the countless number of stu-
dents who were taught by him,
just what we have all lost.

Barry first made contact with
me by airmail from the US in the

1970s. He was writing his mag-
num opus, Building systems,
industrialisation and architec-
ture. It is 758 pages long, still one
of my treasured books, and
should be read by everyone.

We continued writing for a
number of years. Then one day
sitting on a bus travelling across
Finland on one of Bob Giles’
early SAG Tours, my wife and I
fell into conversation with a
leather-jacketed man wearing a
flat leather cap and I suddenly
realised who this funny guy was.

I shall always remember the
conversation. For some reason,
it came round to names. ‘Lau-
rie’s short for Laurence, Terry’s
short for Terrence. Barry’s short
for nothing. Why can’t I be a
Barrence?’

For evermore he was Bar-
rence in our house, I shall miss
him. Especially the hand-drawn
Christmas cards, the mad letters,
the phone calls. He was a won-
derful, clever, brilliant genius.
Sam Webb
Canterbury

Apology

The AJ would like to apologise
for the misspelling of Barry
Russell’s name in his obituary
(A] 24.6.04), and for the mis-
spelling of Bryan Avery, who
wrote the obituary.

Please address letters to the editor
atThe Architects'Journal, 151
Rosebery Avenue, London ECIR
4GB, fax 020 7505 6701, 0r email
angela.newton@emap.com to
arrive by 10am on the Monday
before publication.
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It’s easy to alter perception,
buildings are more difficult

Hindsight is a wonderful thing; perception

is much more magnificent and as freely
available. It can be offered before, during and
after the event and continuously modified in
response to the shifting situation. It can also
be attributed to others for a myriad of
purposes.

Inadebate on Radio 4 on the banon
wearing a jubbah (full-length Muslim outer
garment)in aschool in Luton, one politician’s
perception was offered in defence:that the
ban was the result of both the management
of the risk of a mobile fabric trip hazard,and a
liberal policy of encouraging student attire,
ensuring that neither creed nor class interfere
with the well managed process of integration
into our culturally diverse society. While |
found the perception to be
grotesque, | recognised that it
was offered as one possible
insight. In these political
conversations, perception
becomes a tool for the
abdication of authorship of
idea: implying many views but
proposing none.

Inarchitectureitis the reverse.
Our perception of the
information to hand is our core
skill. Our difficulty is finding
people who enjoy our
perceptions enough to pay us to
perceive things for them. Then
our perceptions may become buildings, which
we hope our clients (as the possessors of
hindsight) will not overly criticise and that
others might enjoy. Our perception becomes
our signature.

As an architect | can offer one perception of
towers, trophies, signature architecture and
branding. To get permission to build a tower
you need signature architecture
(acknowledged leading-edge design brands
with cultural and political kudos). All parties
are aware at the beginning that the trophy is
the planning application. The brand charges a
good fee because it knows it can get more area
through the process of planning than others.
(Maximum area and volume - despite
declining net-to-gross efficiencies - gives what

22 | the architects' journal

s.elfen:slgnatun design

Iwould term the‘gross gross’potential of the
site). The brand can do so becauseiitis
generally accepted that it is more likely to
produce a good building and addition to the
skyline than others. The brand practice,
therefore, must build out the trophy (writing its
retention into the appointment documents) to
ensureitis not built bastardised, damaging the
brand. The brand deserves to get well paid,
because its perception of the nature of the
deal, resultant form and the city skyline is what
will bring the project to fruition.

As a columnist | can offer another
perception.That fees are often agreed for
applications on submission; again on success;
and again when the architectis not retained for
the construction phase, or when the site is sold
on. | can assert thatin many
instances applications are made
with all parties aware that the
architect will not be retained for
construction. In the worst cases,
itmight be recognised from the
outset that the developer
intends to build a super-sized,
dumbed-down product that will
geta similarrent, and the
architect will publicly bleat
about the bastardisation of the
project while privately
pocketing a healthy fee, Thisis
the cynical view missed by the
worst of the naive press, which
clamour for scandalous banner headlines yet
say nothing new.

Either way, maintaining the quality of
architecture is tough. My perception is that
we should make deals wherever we can to
strengthen our position, while
simultaneously avoiding compromise.
Architectureis a balance between making
good buildings and good money; all
architecture is to some extent commercial,
butitis also about degrees of perception. My
perceptions will be informed by whether | like
the building, the architect, the client, the deal
or any combination of the four.

Thatis the delight of perceptions; they can
be swiftly resituated. The difficulty is that
buildings can’t.

She has a sound business
background but is Lorraine
Baldry best suited to chair
the Thames Gateway Urban
Development Corporation?

Point one in a lesson (if it existed) of how to
give the ‘right’ answers when being inter-
viewed by an architectural journalist would
be: do not reply to questions about the
importance of good design with the fantasti-
cally vague response: ‘I have not really given
that much thought just yet.

Based on this certainty, it can be gauged
that the Office of the Deputy Prime
Minister’s normally effective media training
programme does not include an architectur-
al module.

How does the A] know this? Because,
rather extraordinarily, the new chair of the
Thames Gateway Urban Development
Corporation (UDC), Lorraine Baldry, man-
aged to give exactly the wrong answer to this
fundamental question.

It is almost impossible to emphasise just
how unexpected this is. With almost every
breath, ODPM ministers and press officers
try to underline its commitment to architec-
ture and design in its massive house-
building exercise. There is no chance, they
promise, that the Thames Gateway will end
up looking like a homogeneous plain of red-
brick Noddy-boxes.

And yet the powers that be (and we can
only assume that they are headed by deputy
prime minister John Prescott himself) have
chosen as the chair of this super-planning
authority an individual who has no back-
ground in architecture and expresses almost
no interest in it when questioned.

What on earth can have bought about
this situation? It seems that the major moti-
vation behind Baldry’s appointment is New
Labour’s slightly stale buzzword, ‘delivery’

Because if there is one thing Baldry does
know about, it is delivering delivery. With an
almost perfect business background, the
former chief executive of the Prudential’s
property empire and boss of London prop-
erty agent Chestertons, will almost certainly
deliver the houses the South East is crying
out for.

But what kind of houses? Could it be that
this appointment has something to do with
the recent Barker Report, the study commis-
sioned by chancellor Gordon Brown into
Britain’s housing supply. The report advised
that more houses were needed, but made
very little of the quality of design.

Brown is known to want new homes and
want them now. And he is hardly known as
an aesthete or an architecture buff. If he had
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Home delivery

any sympathy towards architects, he would
have lowered VAT on brownfield develop-
ment years ago.

So could it be that the former investment
manager’s appointment reflects more the
Treasury’s building rush than the ODPM’s
apparent commitment to quality buildings?
Nothing that Baldry says during our 20-
minute chat persuades me otherwise.

One thing, though is reassuring. She
promises that there will be ‘no repeat’ of the
London Docklands Development Corpora-
tion’s policy of riding roughshod over both
the policies of local authorities and the feel-
ings of local people.

It is interesting that this seems to be the
most on-message remark that Baldry sum-
mons up. ‘We fully intend to work with the
all the planning authorities in the Thames
Gateway, she says. ‘We understand that local
knowledge is all important and we also value
the experience this brings.

‘Also, we are not going to be alarge organ-
isation and we will need to farm out much of
the planning work back to the councils, she
says, sounding unconvinced. One wonders
what the point of a UDC is, if it is going to
allow planning authorities and councils to
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make many of the decisions. Do I feel the
creation of another pointless quango com-
ing on, Mr Blair?

It transpires that the UDC’s board will be
made up of 12 members. Five will be from
the local councils, one from the Greater Lon-
don Authority, and the six remaining places
will include Baldry herself.

So what does she hope this new planning
body will achieve while she is around? “What
I do know is that there are a lot of areas that
really need regenerating and many people
that need homes. I want us to make sure
these places are substantially improved.

‘I do not know the areas particularly well;
she says. ‘But I have seen at first hand the way
that regeneration can improve an area
because I have lived in Islington for 30 years.
It is unrecognisable from the place that I first
moved to.

This seems like a strange admission for
someone who will have to both appeal to
and appease the fine people of east London.
Coming from the 55 year old, the word
‘Islington’ seems more like a statement of
New Labour credentials than a convincing
argument that she will understand the needs
and aspirations of those who live in the

hinterland between the capital and Essex.

So back to the most pressing issue at
hand. If Baldry does not have any back-
ground in, or, seemingly, an understanding
of the key significance of good housing
design, who will be taking charge of this
most important area?

‘We have not really decided that kind of
thing yet. We are not even up and running.
At the moment [ am the UDC on my own as
we have not appointed anyone else yet, she
stresses rather defensively.

‘I want to ensure that we are a small
organisation with a small staff. I would have
thought that design advice is the kind of
thing we will get from outside the set-up.

Outsourcing architectural knowledge?
Islington-style regeneration? Commercial
property experience? Concerns about these
questions remain sadly unanswered as the
20-minute slot comes to its end.

Surely the government will not allow the
Thames Gateway to become yet another sea
of little red boxes, so beloved of developers
in the 1980s and 1990s? Only one thing is
certain, Baldry’s appointment seems to
point in that direction.

Ed Dorrell
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Of a peer-to-be and a guru’s car,
of economists and wives of kings

People say that celebrity is a matter of luck, but |
think it is pure judgment.Take the case of me.In the
1960s | lived next door to Jeffrey Archer (as he then
was) in a cobbled Paddington mews. His wife Mary
even looked after our cat, General Motors, when we
went away on weekends. | have never revealed this
interesting fact before.

However, a few weeks ago | did confess to once
having been given a car by Rem Koolhaas! If only |
had kept the car, readers wrote - if only | had kept
the carl Even if it was an ancient
Ford station wagon (as far as |
can remember), of what seemed
to me then to be of enormous
size,albeit with large rust holes in
its fenders that had been inex-
pertly covered with black tape. |
hear you gasping with disbelief,
could this really have been the
personal transport of the guru
Rem Koolhaas? Yes, | swear it was,
until it was briefly mine and
thereafter went to the crusher
unmourned.

Anyway, after those two
episodes, | prudently kept a low
profile on the celebrity front,
waiting my chance while living a
life of such privacy as is only pos-
sible in the English countryside.

And then, bang! It happened
again.This time the celebrity was
a man called Steven Nickell. He
wasn't a celebrity at the time,and
of course he did not give me a
car,but he did sell me a house,an
act of greater importance, in ret-
rospect, than seemed possible at
the time.

We need to go back to the
property slide of the early 1990s to explain this
conundrum. At that time Steven Nickell was a pro-
fessor of economics at Oxford University living in a
small village north of the city and so desperate to
sell his house and six acres of land that he dropped
the price by a whacking great one eighth of the
asking price for a quick sale. Of course, all this was

king’
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‘My interview
lasted only 45
minutes, little
of which had
elapsed before
| realised she
was not simply
an American
college girl who
had studied
architecture
and married a

12 years ago and of no consequence, or at least it
would have been of no consequence had professor
Nickell not subsequently been appointed to the
Bank of England's monetary policy committee, in
charge of setting interest rates and, most impor-
tantly, had he not entered the celebrity stakes
himself by giving an exclusive interview to The
Times last month on the subject of swingeing mort-
gage interest rate increases and the unlikelihood of
their return in the near future.

Now a quick leap back to 1987
for my last celebrity encounter -
the Queen.

Well, not the Queen of Eng-
land, | have to confess, but a real
reigning monarch nonetheless,
Queen Noor of Jordan, eldest
daughter of the president of Pan
American Airways and a gradu-
ate of the school of architecture
and urban planning at Princeton
University.

My encounter with this
impressive figure took the form
of an interview for the Guardian
which took place in London, in
King Hussein's house near Kens-
ington Palace.

It lasted only 45 minutes, little
of which had elapsed before |
understood that Lisa Najeeb Hal-
aby was not simply an American
college girl who had studied
architecture and married a king.
At that time she was an ambas-
sador from the Arab world to a
homeland that is not noted for
its sympathy with Arab causes.

‘There is not much funny
about Queen Noor, | mused
when considering the flippant tone of this column
so far, but my wife came to my rescue. ‘Noor is a
funny name, she suggested, what does it mean?’ It
means ‘Light; and Noor Al Hussein means ‘Light of
Hussein; | said.

For many years this was the sum of my celebrity
knowledge.

Stephen Fisher
Pollard Thomas Edwards

When and where were you born?
1955, Blackpool.

What s your favourite building
and why?

James Stirling’s History Faculty,
Cambridge.

What is your favourite
restaurant/ meal?

Club Gascon, Smithfield, London -
decline the menu,and be
surprised by the set five courses.
What vehicle(s) do you own?
Inmy dreams aTVR,in fact a family
VW Golf and a folding bicycle.
What is your favourite film?
Brazil.

What is your favourite book?
The AJ,with AR second!

What is your favourite‘design
classic’?

The Georgian house.

What is the worst building
you've ever seen and why?

The Angelis apartments, Graham
Street, Islington, across the road
from Angel Waterside.A huge
mismatch of value and design.
Who or what is your biggest
architectural influence and why?
Russell Waldren, my Part 1 tutor,a
Kiwi in the style of Gordon Ramsay.
Who is the most talented
architect you've worked with?
BillThomas,a founding partner of
PTE,who does not accept’can't.

If you hadn’t been an architect,
what would you have been?
Rich and famous.

What would your advice be to
architectural students?

Itis not easy,and if it is,you are not
trying hard enough.

What would your motto be?
Keep cool, even if you don't feel it.
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Still doing the books
by hand? What a waste.

IRIS Software.
Makes bookkeeping and payroll so much easier.

e Quicker, easier and more accurate than doing it by hand

e Used by over 20,000 small businesses and 4,500 accountancy practices in the UK

e From the company you can trust - IRIS has 25 years’ experience in accounting software

e Designed specifically for the bookkeeping and payroll needs of small businesses

e Price includes full web support and unlimited access to our friendly helpline team

e Easily affordable — bookkeeping software from just £125+VAT, payroll software from £155+VAT

To request a FREE trial CD of our bookkeeping
& payroll software, call

0870 243 1952

Alternatively, if you have broadband,
you can download trial versions at

1T1S

BUSINESS SOFTWARE

www.iris.co.uk/arc We mnKe l’r &ﬂ.?n’

enquiry 17 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect
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Pollard Thomas Edwards has picked up the award for Best /
Development of a Brownfield Site in this year’s National 4
Homebuilder Awards for Angel Waterside, a mixed-use / 2
canalside scheme inlIslington where it acted as both o
architect and developer.So what can it teach other e =

architects who fantasise about doing it for themselves? =

By Isabel Allen (

h
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DONTNEGLECT YOUR OWN PROJECTS
i WHEN YOU ARE BUSY - TREATTHEM WITH
THE SAME PROFESSIONALISM THAT YOUR
i OUTSIDE CLIENTS EXPECT.

i Pollard Thomas Edwards’ (PTE) foray i
: into development started in 1981 — two :

i years after the RIBA relaxed the

i Professional Code of Conduct to allow :
i architects to form separate developing :

i companies.

It has since created a series of single-

project companies owned by PTE direc-

i tors and, on occasion, external partners*, :
i These are always legally separate from :
i PTE architects and, while the former ‘
i employs the latter, the terms are always :
defined by contract and are subject to
i standard fees. The potential for conflict :
i of interest makes it essential that all par-

i ties are clear about their particular role.

i At Angel Waterside, the inevitable
i opportunities for client/architect ten- :
. sions were further complicated by the
. fact that PTE staff took some of the pro-
! ject's commercial space, hence putting |
i PTE in the absurd position of looking
. for the lowest possible price and the
i maximum possible yield on the same i
: piece of real estate. The fact that PTE :
i entered into a partnership with !
Groveworld as joint development part- :
¢ ner put additional pressure on PTE to be !
i disciplined about sticking to market

: rates, and to demand the same level of
{ commitment and service from PTE

i architects as would be expected by any :

i professional client.

: *There are tax and liability advantages in
: isolating each development as a stand-
: alone company, but credit and guarantee
i advantages to having a continuing hold-
: ing company with a reasonable asset base
i — PTE is establishing a structure to allow

¢ it to take advantage of these benefits.
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i ARCHITECTS ARE ETERNAL OPTIMISTS -
DON'TLET IT CLOUD YOUR JUDGEMENT

i AND REMEMBER THAT MONEY ISTHE

ONLY ‘BUILDING MATERIAL: :
i On the one hand, the ability to see poten- :
i tial — and therefore profit — |
i places is the key advantage architects have |
i over conventional developers. PTE has !
i tended to favour difficult sites with com- :
i plex planning, technical and legal issues, :
i where others might shy away from the :
i risk. And with the breezy optimism at :
¢ which architects excel, it cheerfully class- |
i es physical chaos as ‘richness of context’

in unlikely !

While it now seems glaringly obvious

i that the Angel Waterside site, with its
| three-way views along the canal, pre- :
i sented a prime opportunity for high-
i class
: potential of the area had long been over- :
i looked. The site sits in City Road Basin, i
i a 1.6ha area at the head of the Regents’ :
i Canal, which was somehow ignored in !
the reinvention of Britain’s industrial :
. infrastructure as picturesque amenity. :
i Desultory attempts to develop the area :
i were — both physically and qualitatively
i — best described as patchy. :

residential development, the !

The area’s renaissance did not really

: kick off until 1994, when PTE demon-
: strated a leap of faith by converting '
i Diespeker Wharf, a Grade Il-listed late :
i Victorian gatehouse, into its own offices.
i From the outset, the project was con- :
i ceived in terms of a wider strategy for the '
i area which sought to combine the his- !
: toric fabric with sensitive contemporary |
i development: canal cottages which occu- :
i pied the site were restored, and semi-
i derelict outhouses were cleared to make :
i way for a waterside garden. This vision-
i ary thinking was undoubtedly a factor in :
i PTE’s success in the 1998 competition, |
i organised by British Waterways, to devel-
i op what is now known as Angel :
: Waterside, on the site of a former timber
: merchant’s warehouse immediately adja- '
: cent to Diespeker Wharf — a classic case
i of optimism and imagination paying off. :

The flipside is that, having invested so :

i much dreaming time, it can be extremely :
i difficult to walk away. Since it is virtually
i impossible to obtain finance for any pro- '
: ject prior to obtaining planning permis-
i sion, PTE tends to seed fund its ventures
i from cash assets built up over the years. :

At Angel Waterside — a complex

i development of 57 apartments plus :
i courtyard, parking and commercial |
i space — pre-construction costs amounted '
: to close to £1 million, all of which were :
i shouldered by co-developer Groveworld :
: and PTE. :

Although bank finance can generally

: be obtained once the future of the pro-
i ject is assured, it is rarely sufficient to
i cover the whole cost of the project. This
i is the moment to decide as to whether or :
i not to sell the site — never an easy choice. |
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i DON'TLET GREED TARNISH YOUR
ARCHITECTURAL REPUTATION - ITIS
YOUR MOST PRECIOUS ASSET.

The development at Angel Waterside was
driven by the desire to create the appro-
i priate architectural solution for this high-

cotta-rendered terrace on Graham Street;
a brick-faced ‘palazzo’ style building
topped by double-storey penthouses
which enjoy southerly views over the
Basin and adjacent park; and ‘Crystal
Wharf’, a glass ‘jewel’ on the waterfront,
rising from two storeys to a seven-storey
‘prow; its sloping roofscape of planted
terraces clearly visible to passers-by.
These three buildings, together with

form, organised around a central land-
scaped courtyard. Parking is in the base-

The result is a successful piece of urban
design which knits together the disparate

more single-mindedly commercial devel-
oper might have been tempted to over-

gle-statement building.

which alerts suspicions that PTE may
have ‘gone native) falling into the classic

: the marketing brochure in mind. But in
i fairness, a little scrutiny suggests a sophis-
ticated design process. High-performance
glazing with low heat-transmission glass
means that the fully glazed living-room

sawtooth facets which seem to fit in rather
too neatly with the name Crystal Wharf
are, in fact, much more than simply an
off-the-peg design quirk; they scoop in
the southerly sun on what is an easterly
facade, capture views up and down the
basin and, on the courtyard side, main-

i eventually cascade down the roof, con-
i necting with planting already established
! to create a continuous 150m-long multi-
level waterside landscape.
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i ly idiosyncratic site. The combination of :
diverse listed neighbours, mature land- :
scape and water frontage prompted a pro- !
posal of three distinct blocks: a low terra- :

Diespeker Wharf and an existing two- :
storey lock-keeper’s cottage, form a set- :
ting of diverse age, scale, material and :

ment, while most of the 1,500m’ of office
space is at canal level, with a fully glazed :
facade providing close-up water views. A :
small two-level office, with glazing onto :
the street and a covered link to Diespeker :
Wharf, is currently occupied by PTE staff. :

surroundings, and provides a stimulating
environment in which to live and work. A :

look such subtleties in favour of the sin- :

The obligatory ‘wow’ factor is provided
by Crystal Wharf. It has become the flag- :
ship for the development’s sales opera- :
tion, and is the one aspect of the scheme :

developer’s trap of opting for the one- :
liner statement building designed with :

facades on the canal side are compatible :
with a highly insulated building envelope :
and so not as wilful as they appear. The :

tain privacy between neighbouring :
facades. The planted roof terraces are part :
of a wider urban strategy; planting will :

el

fourth floor plan ’ j

second floor plan
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i DON'T BE GREEDY - TAKE PARTNERS TO
i SPREAD THE RISKS AND REWARDS AND
. TOINCREASE YOUR CREDIBILITY AND
. RANGE OF SKILLS. :
i At Angel Waterside, the decision to team
{ up with Groveworld was a reflection of :
i the fact that the project was simply too :
: big to handle on its own. The fact that
i the project is conceived in terms of an
: ultimate wider vision for the area has :
: made it particularly important to forge :
. close links with the landowner, British :
: Waterways, local planners, residents and
. the owners of surrounding patches of :
. land. PTE has already embarked on the |
i next stage of the City Basin regeneration :
i with a mixed-use mixed-tenure develof
: ment at City Wharf due to start on site :
: this year, but is well aware of the degree :
i of collaboration which will be necessary :
. if individual development projects are to :
i be integrated into a coherent masterplan. :
i The success of plans for a linear park :
i around the Basin, with the canalside :
. walkway at Angel Waterside becoming a :
public right of way linking the park to :
: y Road lock and the towpath beyond,
¢ will depend as much on harnessing and
. coordinating enthusiasm and effort as
i on raising the necessary funds. :
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Top:junction between the new development and Diespeker Wharf. Centre left: balconies take advantage of southerly park views. Centre right: the
glass cube marks the entrance to the office space. Above: Crystal Wharf, restored canal cottages and Diespeker Wharf as seen from the towpath
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SKILLS HAVE A SOLID COMMERCIAL VALUE.
i While it is easy to feel like amateurs in a develop-

i ers’ world, it is always worth bearing in mind that
i the entire development sector is buoyed up by key :
architectural skills: the ability to increase the value :
i of sites by optimising the quality and quantity of
i accommodation, and the ability to steer proposals :

i through the intricacies of the planning system.

i In theory, the increased control which comes :
i from doubling up as client should give archi- :

: tects/developers a free rein to take full advantage

. of these strengths. Certainly the close understand-
ing and communication between architect and

i client have contributed to the success of architec-
i ture, It is difficult to speculate how a more con-

i ventional scheme would have compared in com-
i mercial terms. But with total construction costs of
i £9 million, a sales value of £21 million and more :
i than 85 per cent of the accommodation now sold, :

it is fair to say the sums have added up.

i But while it is important to keep sight of the
i commercial worth of your own skills, it is essential :
: not to confuse architectural and market knowl-
i edge. On the day of my visit to Angel Waterside :
i with PTE’s Stephen Chance, we were confronted :

i by a woman, dressed like an extra from Dynasty,

: who had been charged with the task of ‘dressing’

: the penthouse in a bid to make it easier to sell.

. Chance did not bat an eyelid when the ‘dresser’
. patiently explained that the introduction of an :
i outsize shower curtain meandering through the :
i open-plan space (and obscuring panoramic :
i views) would provide privacy and cosiness to :
counteract the intimidating impact of so much
i space and glass. Clearly, he has learned that there :
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PAUL TYAGI

Top floor living area of the two-storey penthouse at the prow of Crystal Wharf. Full-height
glazing offers panoramic views (top),and there is access to a roof garden at the rear (above)
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Based on final account, for gross internal area

SUBSTRUCTURE

FOUNDATIONS/SLABS £155.86/m’
Approx 2.5m of site excavation.Contiguous piled wall
to retain boundary to site. Foundations generally pile,
pile caps and ground bearing slab.Underpinning to
adjacent building.Drained cavity waterproof system
to walls and basement slab adjacent to canal below
canal water level.In situ waterproof concrete slab and
walls to some areas

SUPERSTRUCTURE

FRAME £31.74/m’
Concrete frame with steel frame to top floors

UPPERFLOORS £46.12/m’
Reinforced concrete 200mm flat slab to upper floors

ROOF £32.33/m’
Terne-coated standing-seam stainless steel or
insulated sandwich panels

STAIRCASES

Reinforced in situ concrete stairs with metal
balustrade and timber and stainless steel handrail.
Metal stairs with slate infill treads to commercial areas

£24.87/m*

EXTERNALWALLS £35.03/m*
Through-colour acrylic render on insulation on
blockwork. Through-colour acrylic render on
insulation on metal framed wall panels. Brick/block
cavity construction with fully filled insulated cavity.
Low-reflection standing-seam zinc on insulated
timber wall panels

WINDOWS, ROOFLIGHTS,

EXTERNAL DOORS £189.92/m’
Aluminium structural glazing system with silicone
joints externally and glass spandrel panels. Aluminium
thermally broken polyester powder-coated casement
windows. Low emissivity coating to all glass

INTERNALWALLS AND PARTITIONS £40.72/m*
215mm concrete block party walls. Metal stud internal
partitions

INTERNAL DOORS £18.98/m*
Anegre veneer internal doors with vision panels
where required

CREDITS

INTERNAL FINISHES

WALL FINISHES £29.71/m*
Plastered walls and plasterboard finish to partitions.
Tiling to bathroom areas

FLOORFINISHES £26.81/m’
Reinforced screed on resilient layer to residential
units. Fully accessible raised floor to commercial areas.
Brathay blue/black slate floor to concierge area

CEILING FINISHES
Suspended painted plasterboard ceilings

FITTINGS AND FURNISHINGS

FURNITURE £89.83/m’
Stainless steel door furniture. Lacquered/stainless
steel kitchen units

SERVICES

SANITARY APPLIANCES £49.16/m*
Wall-hung white vitreous china WC with concealed
cistern and push plate flush.Countersunk basin with
integral vitreous china vanity top

£25.75/m?

SERVICES EQUIPMENT £32.21/m°
DISPOSAL INSTALLATIONS £18.34/m’
Stainless steel gutters, plastic internal rainwater pipes

WATER INSTALLATIONS £42.75/mv
SPACEHEATING/AIRTREATMENT £42.30/m’

Panel wall heaters, underfloor heating, comfort
cooling/heating to penthouse flats

ELECTRICAL SERVICES £64.70/m’
Power, lights, heating

LIFT AND CONVEYOR INSTALLATIONS £15.23/m’
Passenger lifts to communal stair cores

PROTECTIVE INSTALLATIONS £4.96/m*
COMMUNICATION INSTALLATIONS £11.98/m°

CCTVinstallation.Video entry phone, alarm system.
Satellite/aerial installation

BUILDERS'WORK IN CONNECTION £9.05/m*

EXTERNAL WORKS

LANDSCAPING, ANCILLARY BUILDINGS £24.91/m*
Intensive roof system (green roof supporting

TENDER DATE

January 2001

START ON SITEDATE

June 2001

BUILDING CONTRACT DURATION

74 weeks

GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR AREA

6,844m’

CONTRACT

Single stage D&B

TOTAL COST

£8,885,364

CLIENT

Pollard Thomas Edwards architects and Groveworld
ARCHITECT

Pollard Thomas Edwards architects: Stephen Fisher,
Roger Holdsworth, Chris Davy, Sarrah El-Bushra,

Bill Thomas

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

Alan Conisbee & Associates

SERVICE ENGINEER

The Kut Partnership

QUANTITY SURVEYOR

EC Harris

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

Whitelaw + Turkington

MAIN CONTRACTOR

Haymills

SUBCONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS

Structural curtain walling Schiico; curtain wall installation
Dane Architectural Systems; windows Smart Systems;
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window installation William Verry; brickwork Freshfield
Lane Bricks; bricklayer Fieldcrown; render Sto; render
installation Harrison Render Systems; roof covering
installation Metalex;insulated roof panels CPL Fireliner;
fiat roof membrane Alumasc Hydrotech; roof membrane
installation M&J Roofing; piling Cementation Skanska;
passenger lifts Schindler; stair lifts Thyssen;external
cleaning rails and cradle Power Access; M&E The Aqua
Group;electrical fittings MK; carpet tiles Heckmondwike;
precast concrete floors Millbank Floors; structural
steelwork Shipley Fabrications;in situ concrete
superstructure A ) Morrisroe; architectural metalwork
Crane and Rowbury; metal planters Popper & Carter;
access floors Kingspan; slate flooring Kirkstone; external
hard landscaping Marshalls;doorironmongery Fusion
from John Planck; sanitaryware Duravit, Ideal Standard,
Grohe;externallighting Holophane; soft landscaping East
Sussex Landscapes; kitchen units & wardrobes A&H
Contractors; kitchen appliances AEG Electrolux; electric
panel heaters Photon Campa from Chatsworth Heating;
comfort cooling and heating Daikin;door access controls,
CCTVWright Security; stainless steel mesh Potter and
Soar; drained cavity waterproof membrane Grace
Servicised

recreational use paving, etc) to courtyard landscaping,
lightweight soil, drainage layer, waterproof membrane

PRELIMINARIES AND INSURANCES

PRELIMINARIES, OVERHEADS AND PROFIT £235.01/m*

COST SUMMARY

Costper Percentage
m?(£) oftotal

SUBSTRUCTURE 155.86 12.01
SUPERSTRUCTURE
Frame 31.74 244
Upper floors 46,12 355
Roof 3233 249
Staircases 24.87 1.92
External walls 3503 2.70
Windows, rooflights,
external doors 189.92 1463
Internal walls and partitions 40,72 3.14
Internal doors 1898 1.46
Group element total 419.71 32.33
INTERNAL FINISHES
Wall finishes 2971 2.29
Floor finishes 26.81 2.06
Ceiling finishes 25.75 1.98
Group element total 82.27 6.34
FITTINGS AND FURNISHINGS 89.83 6.92
SERVICES
Sanitary appliances 49.16 3.79
Services equipment 32.21 248
Disposal installations 18.34 141
Water installations 4275 3.29
Space heating and air treatment  42.30 3.26
Electrical services 64.70 498
Lift and conveyor installations 15.23 117
Protective installations 496 0.38
Communication installations 11.98 0.92
Builders'work in connection 9.05 0.69
Group element total 290.68 22.39
EXTERNALWORKS 249 192
PRELIMINARIES/INSURANCE 235.01 18.11
TOTAL 1,298.27 100

Cost data provided by Groveworld

WEBLINKS

Pollard Thomas Edwards architects
www.ptea.co.uk

Alan Conisbee & Associates
www.conisbee.co.uk

The Kut Partnership
www.kut.co.uk

EC Harris
www.echarris.com
Whitelaw + Turkington
www.wtlandscape.com
Haymills
www.haymills.com
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What's the alternative?

There is no set formula for successful development. A look at the process behind v
some of PTE's other projects shows that flexibility is key to achieving results

—
= i e A o e —

| THE PROJECT .
i A primary school and 24 apartments are |
| contained in a single complex on an :
. awkward triangular site in Islington !
| bounded by a railway, a historic Jewish :
- burial ground and a council estate. The !
. new school consists of an in situ con- :
. crete classroom block containing seven |
. south-facing classrooms which open :
. onto a semi-covered garden space, and |
© a steel-framed wing containing a large :
- sports/assembly hall. There is also a roof |
: garden, staff offices, library and play- :
- ground. The apartments are built above :
. the classrooms, providing a mix of one, :
. two and three bedroom flats including !
. two family-sized flats which are specifi- :
- cally designed for wheelchair users. The !
i residential accommodation has a sepa- |
i rate entrance from the school, and bed-
¢ rooms and living areas face south in !
i order to minimise the impact of noise
i both from the school and from the near- |
i by railway line. The project has a con- !
© struction cost of £4 million and is due :
i for completion this month. '

i THE PROCESS i
. PTE bought a site adjoining St Jude’s :
i and St Paul’s Junior School to honour a
: Section 106 planning commitment to :
. Islington council to provide social hous- |
. ing within the borough boundaries, :

CONNAUGHT GARDENS,

i linked to the Angel Waterside develop- | LONDON N10

: ment. Since the school was strugglingto :

: run its operation from a substandard |  THE PROJECT i
. building and two different sites, PTE | : The smallest project in PTE’s portfolio, this project is for a contemporary terrace of
. spent two years trying to find a way of | : seven four-bedroom townhouses on the footprint of a former building on a tranquil :
i pooling resources to use a single site to ;| : green site near Highgate Wood. The garden elevation is covered with timber shingles to
. provide the necessary housing and |  reflect the woodland, and the lower ground floor living rooms open onto landscaped
i improved amenities for the school. :{ gardens to the rear. A large woodland garden to the end-of-terrace house protects the :
i PTE/Groveworld is the sole develop- : : privacy of existing neighbours. The project is currently in for planning. ;
: er, acting as employer under one build- |

: ing contract, with PTE Architects as pro- | | THE PROCESS :
 ject architect. While the school received | | PTE regularly scans auction catalogues, which is how it discovered that this site, close to
- the enlarged site at a nominal cost | : the home of one of PTE’s directors, was going to auction in November 2003. Having :
- well below market value, the flats have : : spent the weekend carrying out an appraisal on the site, PTE, with joint-venture part- |
. been bought by the ISHA Housing | : ner Guild Developments, put in a successful bid on the following Monday, acquiring the
. Association, also at a subsidised price. : | site for £1.5 million. ;
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THE PROJECT :
® A previously contaminated industrial site next to the Hertford |
1= Union Canal and Victoria Park developed into a high-density
L development of five four-storey blocks, containing 92 homes, and
= a row of mews houses. In design terms, there is no distinction
i : between the 37 units rented by tenants of nearby HAT estates and :
¢ those which were sold on the open market — with first refusal and
: discounts for HAT residents. All of the homes have balconies or
- terraces and angled bay windows to catch the afternoon sun, and |
= 90 per cent of them enjoy views of the canal and park. The pro-
¢ ject, which had a construction cost of £4.5 million, was complet-
© ed in 2001. :

Hi.

THE PROCESS :
PTE responded to an open public competition held by one of its :
existing clients, the Tower Hamlets Housing Action Trust :
(THHAT), to select a development partner to design, finance and :
construct a project for a mixed-tenure housing scheme. PTE prop-
erty was selected on the basis of a design and financial offer in part-
nership with Southern Housing Group. PTE steered and funded :
the project through a difficult planning process and up to the point :
of instigation of a multi-party development agreement. At this :
stage, with THHAT’s agreement, it transferred its ‘developer” inter-
est to Berkeley Homes and continued as architect on the project.
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@working details

Roof terraces with
glass balustrades

The new building,alongside the
canal, houses offices on the
ground floor and apartments
above.ltis a pointed ovoidin
plan,with a roof which slopes at
13°from seven storeys high at its
south-east point to three storeys
high at its north-west point.The
frameless glazed facade is setin
saw-tooth facets to
accommodate the curve.

The main structureisa
concrete frame with concrete
flat slab floors.

The top floors consist of a
series of steel framed double-
height living rooms alternating
with terraces.The living room
roofs slope13°,clad with terne-
coated stainless steel.

The alternating terraces and
sloping roofs are unified by a
continuous screen of stainless
steel mesh which runs above the
roof edge and follows its slope.

Itis fixed to steel support arms
and is designed to encourage
plants to climb, creating a
natural enclosure to the terraces.

The mesh is cleated to a series
of tapered 178 x 203mm
T-shaped supportarms (cut from
203 x 203mm UBs) which in turn
are bolted to 168mm diameter
CHS columns at the edge of the
roof.

A rail, fixed with brackets to
the ends of the T-shaped arms,
supports the travelling motor to
the cleaning cradle.

The transparency of the
facade isemphasised by
extending itupwardsasa
balustrade to the terraces.

The balustrade panels are
structurally bolted at their
bottom edges and fritted to
conceal the floor slab; the top
edges of the glass slope to follow
the line of the roof.

The glass is protected by a
50mm diameter handrail welded
to 75 x 50mm T-shaped balusters
with cranked arms.

Where the balustrade slopes
below 1,100mm the balusters
are fitted with 3mm stainless
steel cables.

Susan Dawson
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continuous cleaning
rail with travelling motor
follows 13 degree

rail bolted with
bracket to T-shaped
support arm
RSAs fixed with cleats to
T-shaped support arm
178 x 203mm T-shaped
support arm cut from 1
203 x 203mm UB
75 x 50mm T-shaped
baluster
15mm toughened
and heat-soaked
glass balustrade
glass bolted to 510 x 190mm
galv steel angle
300mm deep ceramic
frit to rear face of glass

ceramic frit spandrel panel

polyester powder-coated
aluminium transom

vertical blind

plasterboard and
skim ceiling

fibre insulation,

| CUT-AWAY ISOMETRIC OF ROOF TERRACE BALUSTRADE |

B

1,

continuous ss mesh

top edge of glass
follows roof slope

— 50mm dia handrail

~ welded to baluster
~ withcranked arm

400 x 400 x 65mm
pavers laid on supports

terrace
terace S
< = ]
:—_t: sun room
B terne-coated ss| te 1 | = o
vty bk e S s
roof e =
terrace terrace
"
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KEY PLAN OF ROOF
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continuous cleaning
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window sliding door

178 x 203mm T-sh
support arm cut from (Y
203 x 203mm UB gt
e |

1

top edge of glass —————1 !
follows roof slope -

b q

15mm toug .
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75 x 50mm T-shaped ;
baluster |
glass bolted to 510 x 190mm
galv steel angle

50mm dia handrail
welded to baluster
with cranked arm

glass bolted through
25mm dia holes with
75mm dia M12 hex-head
bolts, nylon bushes and
compressible fibre gaskets |

300mm deep ceramic
frit to rear face of glass |
to match adjacent
spandrel panel
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| DETAIL SECTION A - A THROUGH EDGE OF ROOF TERRACE |

living room with
terne-coated ss
standing seam roof

r——‘ terrace
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living room

living room
| KEY PART-SECTION B - B THROUGH ROOF AND UPPER FLOORS

the architects' journal | 37

1 July 2004
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Flying high

Building any modern housing in Kensington & Chelsea
is something of an achievement. Alan Power Architect's
project for gullwing houses takes flight

By Barrie Evans

Set-back behind screen wall shields the houses
from many passers-by and makes space for steps
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While the local regime may be architecturally
conservative, the locale is more varied. This
pair of houses is on Portobello Road, itself
more associated with its vibrant, multicultural
market. Climbing up the hill from this, the
road shades into more exclusive antique shops
and finally into a quiet residential area. Most
of the immediate houses are small urban cot-
tages (about, say, 75m’), then beyond,
five-storey mansions, with nothing much in-
between. The architect is building a pair of
houses of about 200m’ each.

The site already had a planning permis-
sion for residential use when this architect
started; the architect went back for another.
The site is immediately between a chapel
used as a nursery school and a vehicular
access to another site. The site’s previous
occupancy was a 1950s commercial building

- so not a formal terrace context to fit into.

Despite concerns raised by local amenity
groups and a somewhat sceptical planning
committee, the objections at the first plan-
ning committee meeting focused mainly on
materials. For example, should not the
proposed polished-plaster entrance be of
second-hand stocks and the fritted first floor
balustrade be wrought-iron railings?

The architect went back to the committee a
second time with a box of material samples,
including a specially made mock-up of a struc-
tural glass corner. With the help of supportive
planning officers, planning permission was
granted. The project is now on site.

The site is tight for this amount of devel-
opment, Flank walls are solid party walls. To
the rear there are a couple of metres before
the neighbours’ back garden wall. There is no
space for car parking. The building is tight to
the street, so will have a framed screen wall
with timber panels before steps up to the
entrance to create a bit of distance from the
many market-bound passers-by and the
parents and children from the nursery who
gather on the pavement outside. To achieve
three storeys, they have dug down about
1.5m, supporting one flank wall with steels
and underpinning the chapel wall, creating
space for a lower-ground bedroom floor. The
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lower ground floor

upper ground (entrance) level will have a
bedroom/study at the front plus kitchen and
dining space beyond. A neat touch is canting
the rear wall of the house so that there should
be a little less sense of staring out onto the
rear boundary wall. Tall plants are planned.

The main drama will be the open-plan
first floor with its gullwing steel frame, its
columns on the party wall between the
two houses, which will provide cantilevered
support to the roof and surrounding
column-free structural glazing. The fritted
balustrade at the front will help provide
privacy from the street; the planning per-
mission does not allow the shallow
balcony/set-back to be designed as a front
sitting-out space, though there are to be cen-
tre-pivoted glass doors onto it.

Daring to be different has paid off here, a
promising design by the architect and a
credit to the small developer, Mandeville
Estates, in what is its first speculative new-
build scheme.

CREDITS

CLIENT

Mandeville Estates
ARCHITECT

Alan Power Architects
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
Price & Myers
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upper ground floor first floor

Bedrooms and kitchen/dining space at lower and upper ground floors free-up top floor volume
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outline of existing office buildings

Home from the office

A pioneering project of high-density key-worker housing
by Hawkins\Brown looks set to make the most of its

tight site and budget

by Barrie Evans

These 208 key-worker flats comprise the first
major scheme to go ahead (just starting on
site) under the Housing Corporation’s Chal-
lenge Funding Initiative for key-worker
housing. The flats are for rent or shared-
equity acquisition, a mix of one third
one-bed and two thirds two-bed units.
Located at Whyteleafe in Surrey, where aver-
age house prices approach £1 million, it is
one of the most problematic areas nationally

for lower-paid people to find a home. In
this scheme the NHS has 70 per cent nomi-
nation rights, Tandridge District Council 30
per cent.

The site lies in a valley between the main
A22 road and a railway embankment, at the
transition between detached houses on one
side and offices on the other. It contained
offices built between the 1950s and 1970s,
but there is a surplus of office space in the

area and these offices had been unoccupied
for three to four years. By a roundabout
process, the initial commercial developer
retains a 0.3ha roadside plot for a budget
hotel while Acton Housing Association has
become the registered social landlord for the
rest. Fortunately, it has been agreed the hotel
will have the same external treatment as the
houses, rather than being in that style that
gives prefabrication a bad name.

A first planning permission had been
obtained for converting the offices to 206
flats but it was an ill-fitting use for the build-
ings. However, this did provide the
precedent for a dense, medium-rise use of
the site — the council’s planning guidelines
for residential use pointed to 60 detached
houses in such circumstances. And the
‘threat’ of actually implementing this inap-
propriate conversion scheme appears to

Even with relatively high density of small units, space between blocks should feel like shared courtyards.Taller blocks back onto railway embankment
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have made people more open to the higher-
quality new-build scheme Hawkins\Brown
is implementing. The architect particularly
praised the support from the council’s plan-
ning officers. In the area generally there was
a certain incomprehension about how the
other half lives — for example, how the occu-
pants would manage with a car parking ratio
as low as one car space per dwelling.

Site layout is much shaped by its immedi-
ate surroundings. The railway embankment
is in fact more of a railway along a hillside,
with dense mature trees higher than the five-
storey blocks that will back onto it, facing
away from its noise.

The other blocks, of three storeys, are
mostly set side-on to road and railway with
their noise, opposite faces of these blocks
oriented north-east and south-west. With
outline dwelling plans double-banked along

spine corridors, only bathrooms will miss
out on good outside contact on one of these
two orientations.

While this is a dense development of the
1.25ha site, block-spacing is greater than
minimum and structured to give some
courtyard feel to block grouping. This
should be much helped by some of the
existing mature trees and the landscaping
plan to introduce rare native trees plus bush-
es and shrubs of the North Downs.

Generally, blocks are to be finished in
white insulated render. Five-storey blocks
will be reduced in apparent scale by the
trees on the hillside behind when seen from
within the site, and by their top two storeys
being clad in timber boarding.

The whiteness will be relieved both by the
landscaping and by coloured render at
circulation nodes, faced with a filigree of

horizontally slatted boarding. This will
partly reveal the colour by day and be illumi-
nated from behind by the circulation
lighting at night. Roofs will be finished in
sedum, softening the roofscape prospect
for those in the upper floors of the five-
storey blocks.

From a tight site and a tight budget, a
civilised environment of real quality appears
to be emerging.

CLIENT

Acton Housing Association
ARCHITECT
Hawkins\Brown
QUANTITY SURVEYOR
Gleeds

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
Price & Myers

SERVICES ENGINEER
Cundell Johnston

LA ARE s B LR o el

Not the usual landscape optimism - most of the mature trees already exist. Right: model of planned use of slatted screening at block entrances
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@technical & practice

Part E time

Robust Standard Details for Part E are now in force. We look
at the implications for acoustic performance of new housing

BY AUSTIN WILLIAMS

It has always been the case that robust
standard details would be issued to
complement the Building Regula-
tions Approved Document E that
came into force on 1 July 2003. Up
until now, such details that have been
available have been ‘provisional’ but
have been deemed to be acceptable
for use until the Office of the Deputy
Prime Minister got its act together to
finalise the real details.

Now, one year after the Approved
Document E (2003) came into effect,
and six months after the details were

Diagrammatic
examples of
robust details,
courtesy of
Robust Details Ltd

The new robust details come into
force today and RDL has been set up
as the body authorised to permit
you, for a not-so-small fee, to use its
robust details as a means of comply-
ing with Approved Document E. You
will be, RDL says, ‘investing in con-
structions that add real value to the
building rather than paying test fees.

So from now on, if you want to use
one of your own details.... tough; RDL
will not allow it. Or rather, RDL is
happy for you to pay for a test and
then submit your details together with

and if the on-site workmanship is
substandard and the post-completion
test fails, there could be a lot of
explaining to do.

However, developers will have to
pay a fee for the registration, testing
and approval of each dwelling
under the RDL system, whereas under
the pre-completion testing regime,
depending on the number of ‘types’ of
dwellings being constructed on a given
site, the developer only has to carry out
one completion test per construction
type ‘indicative of the performance of
others on the same development. In
some cases, therefore, risks aside, pre-
completion might be a cheaper and
easier option.

How it works
The requirement to comply with the
RDL details relates only to new build

Separating Floor - Steel-concrete composite

E-FS-1

E—

In-situ concrete slab supported by profiled metal deck &

Separating Floor - Concrete

E-FC-2

promised, the new and improved
Robust Standard Details (RSD) come
into force. All new attached dwellings
which are started after today (this
generally refers to the date of a Build-
ing Control submission) will have to
comply with the changes.

The new details do not differ great-
ly from the ones used on the ODPM
website but the online versions are
now invalid and should not be used'.
There is also an entire process of regis-
tration and certification that has been
added to the legal requirements of
robust detail compliance. Thus the
recent launch of a new company,
Robust Details Ltd (RDL), a spin-off
from the House Builders Federation
which was originally charged with
producing all the robust standard
details, has pretty much sewn up the
approval system.
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the test results (and another fee), so
that it can appraise your work. Some
manufacturers are adopting this strat-
egy — paying to get their own details
registered, tested and approved for
incorporation within the RDL collec-
tion of acceptable details. It seems as if
individuals might need specifically to
request the protection of copyright if
you do not want the registration and
testing of your own details included
within the RDL handbook.

If you are determined to try some-
thing that is not in the 14 limited
details that RDL has drawn up in its
launch booklet, and if you have not
had your detail tested, you will have to
put your neck on the line and go for
pre-completion testing, using an
accredited monitoring organisation’.
Pre-completion testing, RDL s
delighted to say, is risky and expensive

attached dwellings; flats, terraces,
semi-detached houses, etc. If you are
building one of these dwellings you
must first register the plot with RDL -
there are no alternatives — and you
will be given registration documenta-
tion to show Building Control that
you are going down the RSD route.
It will be obvious to the building
inspectors — depending on whether
the requisite registration forms have
been lodged with the authority or
not — that pre-completion testing
will be required. They may pop in to
tell blissfully unaware builders of
their liability. Third-party agencies
will also be empowered to conduct
spot checks on building sites to
ensure compliance with the submit-
ted details.

On registering, the designer, devel-
oper or contractor will state which
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applicable robust details will be
incorporated within the building. To
do that, you must buy a copy of the
Robust Details Handbook for £65.
Registration forms, however, are
available on the website. Acceptance
of registration is acknowledged by
RDL’s purchase form, which ‘entitles
the customer to use the stated robust
details as an alternative to pre-com-
pletion testing’

However, even though every effort
is made by RDL to ensure that the
robust details are compatible with
other parts of Building Regulations,
most notably Part L (see box), it says
that ‘it is not always possible to guar-
antee this’. Learning from the errors of
the launch of Part L, RDL has come
clean and tried to pre-empt, or side-
step, complaints. Further to this, if a
robust detail is constructed in accor-

Separating Wall - Cavity Masonry

Given the
historic
dangers related
to Final
Certificate
liability, any
architect
thinking of
signing this
certificate
should think
carefully’

Interim report on Robust Details
The Building Regulations Advisory Committee reported in 2002 (after the Part L
Robust Details, but during the production stage of the Part E details) that

overlaps between the two should be explored to see

ow they might be merged.

The conflict being that acoustic separation is often successful due to the mass of

a structure,and thermal insulation relies generally on lightweight insulation.

However, the latest interim report on Robust Details by the government’s Industry

Advisory Group (IAG) states ‘there is an anomaly in that the Part E details appear to

deal better with issues of airtightness than do the Part L details themselves.

Furthermore, it recognises that the Part E Robust Details are overdesigned

(they have'performance in excess of the regulation requirements even in the
worst case tested'and ‘there is little doubt the use of the Part E robust details will

add some cost to construction over and above that for basic Part E compliance

with post-completion testing).This... isin the order of a 10 per centincrease...

The IAG recommends that the overspecification of the details be reinterpreted as

the underspecification of the regulations.

Thus we have a situation in which the new requlations, introduced only a year
J

ago with the promise of reinforcing details has resulted in the late details

superseding the regulations. Effectively,in some places, the Part E drawings are

not even harmonised with the Part E text, let alone the Part L documentation.

“ Separating Wall - Steel Frame

E-WS-2

British Gypsum GypWall QUIET IWL &
Use with reinforced concrete 8
frame construction only

separating Wall -

a

‘Wall ining 2 layers of 15mm Gyproc
both sides
all jpints staggered
Steel frame Gypframe |-section studs =
‘Wall width 190mm (min) between =
inner faces of wall inings -
Absorbent 100mm (min) isowool
material mineral wool quilt (density
10 kg/m® min) 3
External Outter laf masonry or ’Z.
{Ranking) wall  precast paneis with c
minimum SOmm cavity ©

dance with the checklist, RDL suggests
it might fail spot checks. In this event,
it suggests ominously that building
control ‘would then take reasonable
steps to ensure compliance with Part
E’ In this regard, the Frequently Asked
Questions area of the website reads
more like a series of get-out clauses
than any constructive assistance,

Don’t sign anything

Once on site, you are provided with a
checklist related to each of the rele-
vant robust details, which the site
manager/supervisor is required to
check off, sign and date. It is not the
same, say, as signing off dayworks.
Signing the checklist is an onerous
responsibility and we advise architects
to not be drawn in. These checklists
are handed into the Building Control
to satisfy it that it need not bother
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United Kingdom
Advisory Service
such as the BRE
Acoustics Centre
(www.bre.co.uk)

The Architects’Journal is organising a
conference on Part E'Designing for
Compliance: Making Sense of the
Revised Sound Regulations,’on 30th
September 2004 at the RIBA. The
eventis sponsored by the
Association of Noise Consultants. For
more details contact 020 7505 6044,

going on site — as the site is effectively
managed for it. More importantly, at
the end of the works, there is a duty to
sign a Robust Details Compliance
Certificate, which states that the con-
struction of the relevant separating
elements has been ‘properly con-
structed in accordance with the
relevant robust details specification
sheet(s) and associated checklist(s).
Once again, we advise caution.

Given the historic dangers related to

The UK Timber Frame Association
(UKTFA) has produced what it calls,’a
definitive technical guidance
document’for designers and
specifiers of timber frame systems. It
includes robust details and site-tested
solutions. For further information
email office@timber-frame.org

Final Certificate liability, any architect
thinking of signing this certificate,
which will be used to grant Building
Regulations approvals, should think
carefully. In reality, the contractor
should sign, but in design-build situa-
tions, architects should beware and
make clear their responsibilities and
their duties at the outset. The next prac-
tice meeting of the RIBA will be looking
at this aspect of the new regulations and
issuing guidance as necessary.
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Growing pains

DANIEL BEN-AMI

Growth Fetish

By Clive Hamilton. Pluto Press, 2004. 262pp. £12.99

Growth Fetish is an eloquent restate-
ment of one of the most pervasive
and pernicious assumptions underly-
ing contemporary debates on society.
Clive Hamilton, an economist and
the head of an Australian think tank,
believes that the world has developed
an unhealthy obsession with eco-
nomic growth, He argues that beyond
a certain point, once the economy has
reached a reasonable level of subsis-
tence, striving for affluence can only
make everyone miserable.

In a strange way, Hamilton’s view
of the world parallels that embodied
in The OC, a popular American tele-
vision series now showing on
Channel 4. In The OC, set in Newport
Beach in California’s Orange County,
everyone is stunningly beautiful and
fabulously rich. Yet they are also
deeply unhappy. The inhabitants of
The OC live in palatial homes and

Closing the
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drive giant cars but their many mal-
adies include alcohol abuse, gay
bashing, shoplifting and suicide
attempts. Unsurprisingly, therapists
play an important role in helping the
characters deal with their troubled
personal relationships.

The appeal of The OC to viewers —
besides the obvious one of watching
beautiful people — should be clear. It
is possible to covet the luxurious
lifestyles of Orange County while
simultaneously enjoying the misfor-
tunes of the pampered rich. In an
unequal society, it is natural that the
majority of us who are not super-rich
supermodels get pleasure from
watching a portrayal of the troubled
lives of the wealthy.

While sneering at affluence may
make good television, it is bad politics.
Hamilton’s book can also be seen as an
elitist critique of popular consump-

tion; from burgers to buildings. He
derides ‘gullible consumers,
who he says ‘include almost everyone
in Western societies. In his view,
‘today’s average consumer may be an
everyday victim of foolishness and fee-
ble-mindedness in their consumer
behaviour’ Such consumers struggle to
purchase what he sees as crass con-
sumer goods, such as flat-screen
televisions, yet obtaining them does
not make people any happier. Presum-
ably only the enlightened ones, such as
Hamilton himself, have the inner
strength to overcome such primitive
cravings. People, like architects, who
feed such cravings, are, by definition,
morally culpable.

Apart from his distasteful snob-
bery, Hamilton’s world view also
embodies a powerful sense of low
expectations. He assumes that con-
temporary society has achieved all it
should on a material level. Hamilton
does not recognise that the West
could benefit from being even more
prosperous. The ability to conceive, to
develop, to construct, is anathema to
him. Architects should consider the
dangerous logic of this position. With

1 Jduly 2004




the extra resources that more eco-
nomic growth could generate, we
used to recognise that it would be
possible to build far better hospitals,
schools and universities. The aged
would no longer need to live in des-
perate poverty and the mass of us
could have far more free time to do
what we enjoyed. By accepting

Hamilton’s rejection of such possibil-
ities, he repudiates a central element
of human progress.

Of course, the living standards of
the poor of the developing world are
way below those of the West. For
Hamilton they need more growth: ‘As
long as it is growth of the right sort and
not the type that feeds the extravagant
lifestyles of crony capitalists and the
power of rapacious finance houses’
Despite Hamiltons caricature, the
aspiration for the poorer countries
should be to raise their living standards
to at least those prevalent in the West.
The problem of global inequality is not
that the developed world is too rich but
that the developing world is not nearly
wealthy enough.

Hamilton has a point in recognising
the prevalent unhappiness in contem-

‘Despite
Hamilton's
radical
pretentions,
heis
completely
within the
contemporary
mainstream’

porary society. Judged by improve-
ments in living standards alone, it is
surprising that people are often so mis-
erable. However, Hamilton is wrong to
attribute such unhappiness to eco-
nomic growth. Indeed it is ironic that
in this respect he is guilty of the vulgar
economic determinism he so readily
attributes to others.

For Hamilton’s key assumption —
that this level of affluence is as good as
it gets — itself underlies much of the
misery in contemporary society. In
effect he is telling people that they
should be happy with their lot. Rather
than strive to improve their lives, they
should exercise self-restraint.

From this perspective, perhaps, the
most astonishing of Hamilton’s claims
is that he is a lone voice warning of the
dangers of rampant growth. Before the
book even starts he quotes George
Bernard Shaw, saying: ‘All great truths
start as Dblasphemies] Hamilton
acknowledges that E J Mishan, an

economist whose book The Costs of

Economic Growth was first published in
1967, anticipated some of this argu-
ments. But Hamilton goes on to argue
that: ‘While doubters such as Mishan

Conceptual Structural Design: Bridging The Gap Between Architects and Engineers
Olga Larsen and Andy Tyas. Thomas Telford, 2003. 232pp. £25

CONCEPTUAL STRUCTURAL DESIGN:

One theory and one
practical section investigate

Bridging the gap between archirects and engineers
L ee—
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'lnsplraﬁomlmt’...l’ll
leave it to you to judge.

could still find a publisher in the 1960s,
the economic and political changes of
the 1970s put an end to that.

Such a claim rightly outraged Geoff
Mulgan, the prime minister’s head of
policy, at the London launch of Growth
Fetish. Mulgan made the point that
during the past 30 years a whole litera-
ture of ‘growth scepticism’ has
emerged. He should know because, in
addition to his familiarity with the aca-
demic work on the subject, New
Labour has embodied growth scepti-
cism as a central tenet of its policy. For
instance, under Gordon Brown the
possibilities of economic boom are
always set against the dangers of a bust.

Despite Hamilton’s radical preten-
sions, he is completely within the
contemporary mainstream. He is a
conservative in the most literal sense
of wanting people to be content with
what they already have. And he
reserves a special contempt for those
who purposefully strive to improve
their lives. Architects should read this
book and remember why they got
into the profession in the first place.
Daniel Ben-Ami is an author and
journalist

Management: A Structured

Approach (Fourth Edition)
Frederick Harrison and Dennis
Lock. Gower, 2004.315pp. £67.50

 Significantly updated since the last
edition a decade ago, this contains
sections on procurement and the
supply chain, quality management,
~ riskmanagement,templates,
mmmm
manageme ‘amummpmdfag-
trackplanning. .
stookknno—nmsegmde
that benefits from itsin-print
longevity. It is straightforward, well
laid out, but with a slightly '
egregious American feel to it.Don’t
be put off by the selling spiel that
suggests that you‘generate
synergy across project subsystems’
or that you can'learn how to deal
with managerial rogues’- thisis
pmnnyamsmwahandygmdm ;
bushessdlsdplm- :
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Greece is the word

The focus on delays to the Olympic stadia has distracted
from the architectural and engineering achievements

BY ANDREAS PAPADOPOULOS

Will they, won’t they? The big con-
struction question of the moment is
will the Athens Olympic stadia be
ready in time for the UK’s athletes to
be knocked out in the heats. As you
can see, it is a tight timescale,

Santiago Calatrava has attempted
to turn a decrepit 20-year-old complex
of sports buildings in and around
Athens into a state-of-the-art venue for
the 2004 Olympics. If he succeeds, this
could be his greatest triumph and the
last time we hear negative comments
about Greek construction workers. In
any scheme racing to finish, it is pri-
marily the landscaping that will suffer.

A lot of panic about the building
has been created in the lay press. The
buildings will, to all intents and pur-
poses, be completed. And they will be
magnificent. There may be teething
troubles but there is hardly an archi-
tect in the world with the audacity to
withhold Practical Completion.

And the focus on delays ignores the
realities of life on site. Originally Cala-
trava’s design for the roof of the main
Olympic stadium weighed 13,000
tonnes. But after the earthquake in
Athens in 1999, the foundation details
had to be modified to take into
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Main pic:
Calatrava’s
completed
velodrome,
Above: the two
halves of
themain stadium
roof coming
togetherinearly
June.Above
right:Sports
Concepts'new
arenaon the
coast

account the affects of the heat and lava
flows on the supporting soil strata.

Accordingly, the structure has
increased in weight by 5,000 tonnes
with consequent implications on its
design, testing and construction.

That is all in the past. Now, the two
completed halves of the main stadium
dome have come together. Standing
more than 70m high at their apex, the
support ‘arches’ were constructed in
isolation and then each one rolled
along 65m of reinforced concrete rails
into position. More than a third of the
roof’s 25,000m* of glazing was
installed prior to the move to max-
imise the overlap in site activities and
reduce the programme delays wherev-
er possible. It was a gamble that paid
off, because work would have to have
been halted if wind speeds had risen

above 8m/second - classified as a
‘moderate breeze! When the roof was
in place, 10 days ahead of the deadline
set by the International Olympic Com-
mittee, the Greek deputy culture
minister Fani Palli-Petralia rightly said
that ‘today we won the first bet’

Calatrava’s 4,000-tonne Velodrome
roof was rolled into place more than
three months ago to little fanfare.
Maybe we just don’t like success stories.
Meanwhile, specialist architectural
practice Sport Concepts, based in Lon-
don, designed the Taekwondo and
Handball Arena in association with
local practice TPA.

The 8,000-seat indoor arena is one
of the major new facilities. According
to Mike Smith, Sport Concepts’
design principal: ‘The intent was to
create a landmark facility that will
serve the local community and act as
a beacon; attracting the public to the
newly developed waterfront.

Fortunately, none of these schemes
has been content to be féted as one of
Britain’s lovable heroic failures.
Andreas Papadopoulos is an architect
working in Cyprus

East End splash

The London Development Agency
has launched a competition to
design the Aquatics Centre for the
city’s 2012 Olympic Games and

Paralympic Games bid.The disused
site is five minutes from Stratford
Station in the Lower Lea Valley, east
London. All entries will be judged on
whether they are practical to build
and whether they can be delivered
to budget.The designs will also need
to be flexible so that the Centre can
accommodate the Olympic Games,
future swimming competitions and
the needs of local communities.

Site clearance will start this summer.
Expressions of interest should
belodged by July 5 to
aquatic-prequal@capita.co.uk.
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Brett Martin Daylight Systems now have BBA Certification on our complete range of Trilite GRP in-plane site and factory assembled rooffights, in
all weights. This independently certifies the performance of our in-plane GRP rooflights and provides our customers with the confidence that our
products will comply with Building Regulations, confirmed by the BBA's laboratory testing, site inspections and factory production control.
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on the most appropriate rooflight for any project.
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legal matters

webwatch

Collateral warranties are
just waiting to be awoken

‘Has anyone ever successfully sued on a collater-
al warranty?,’ leading construction lawyer Ann
Minogue recently bewailed in a well-known
industry publication. The reason for her com-
plaint was that rounding up warranties from
all those involved in a complex project is a
time-consuming task. What is the point, she
wondered, if nobody bothers with them
afterwards.

The need for collateral warranties sprang from
the line of cases which culminated with Murphy v
Brentwood (1991). Before then, the age-old
problem, that the ultimate owner or occupier of
a building seldom had a contract with those
who designed or built it, had been solved by the
law of tort. It did not matter that those saddled
with a defective building
had no contractual claim,
because those responsible
for the defects owed them
a duty of care.

If the defects were
attributable to negligent
design or construction, the
owner or occupier could
still recover the cost of
repairs. The House of Lords
put an end to all that when
it decided in Murphy that,
in general,local authorities, contractors and con-
struction professionals owed no common law
duties to the ultimate user.

Needless to say developers did not, overnight,
decide that they would hang on to their build-
ings or do away with the notion of leaseholders’
full repairing obligations. Nor were purchasers
particularly keen to assume responsibility for
all the defects that might be lurking, latently, in
their new building. Thus the collateral warranty
was born - a contractual arrangement that
bridged the gap between a project’s original
providers and its ultimate consumers.

By the mid 1990s collateral warranties had
become the hot topic, with sell-out seminars
bringing legal draughtspeople up to date with
the myriad ways of protecting the building-
users, while not overexposing the building-
producers. Since then collateral warranties have
become a fact of life, sitting forgotten in filing
cabinets across the country. Until the roof starts
to leak, that is, when the warranties are pulled
out and pored over to see whether they can,
indeed, be relied upon.
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‘Purchasers were
not particularly
keen to assume
responsibility for
all the defects

It is said, no doubt apocryphally, that it takes,
about six years for latent defects to manifest
themselves. This six-year period coincides
with the ordinary limitation period for claims
for breach of contract. Since Murphy, most con-
tracts for sizeable projects, and their attendant
warranties, are executed under seal, and have
a 12-year limitation period. Consequently it
seems that it now takes about 12 years for a
building to fail, as was illustrated neatly by the
recent Court of Appeal case of Northern & Shell
plcvJohn Laing Construction (16.7.03).

The defendant contractor (JLC) built an office
block for a developer in London’s Millwall Dock.
It was completed in 1989. It was a term of JLC's
contract that it would enter into warranties
under seal with the pur-
chaser and its successors.
In January 1990 JLC duly
warranted that it had
complied with the terms
of the main contract.
Eleven-and-a-half years
later the building had
changed owner and
changed name. Further-
more the cladding had
failed, with the result that
the building was not
effectively weatherproof or thermally secure.

In late 2001, the new owner claimed against
JLC on the warranty. JLC argued that time start-
ed to run from the date of practical completion
in May 1989 and that the claim was out of time.
The claimant said that time did not start to run
until the warranty was entered into in January
1990 and they were in time. They could not, they
argued, have a claim before they had a contract.

The Court of Appeal held that it was clear that
the partiesintended that the warranty should be
backdated to the date of practical completion
and agreed that the claim was out of time.

The purpose of the warranty was plainly that
the claimants should step into the shoes of the
employer under the building contract, that had
12 years from practical completion within which
to bring a claim. Although the warranty had ret-
rospective effect, it still provided the certainty of
the normal limitation period to both the con-
tractor and the warranty holder.

So the answer to the opening lament is: They
try, Ann, they try.

Kim Franklin

Time has come
to raze a point
about spelling...

As editors regularly point out to me, itis
pots calling kettles black when |
comment on spelling on web sites but|
can't resist this one on last week’s
GreenSpec.One of the actions under the
heading’Demolition’ is ‘Raise to the
ground’ Perhaps they meant‘raze to the
ground’?

As hard drives get bigger and bigger
- and cheaper and cheaper - that old
partitioning application fdisk needs
updating, because it does not (inits
Win98 incarnation at least) work with
drives bigger than around 60Gb. The
solution is to download a fix from
Microsoft.Go to http://support.
microsoft.com and enter the
knowledgebase article ID 263044 and
click on the second item ‘Fdisk does not
recognize...” etc. Scrolldown to your
language download and whenitison
your computer click on it and after a bit
of crunching hey presto, fdisk will report
the correct size of 60Gb-plus drives.
Thereis also a fix on the support site for
partitioning hard drives larger than
500Gb, but if you have drives that big
you probably have a permanentIT
person on your staff. Ah,| have just seen
a 250Gb drive for just over £100
including VAT, so maybe not.

A final report on Atomic Clock Sync
from www.chaossoftware.com. Two
months later itis running consistently in
line with the talking clock and two
seconds faster than AboutTime from
www.arachnoid.com/abouttime/index.
html. Thatis good enough for me. Both
of them. And Mandrake Linux 10? So far
ithas been a piece of cake. But although
itissupposed to be able to, it could not
work out that | had two monitors and
two separate video cards. | could get
huffy about this, but since the new
operating system works seamlessly
across the two monitors | am not going
to. Meantime | languish forlornly
hoping that Open Office willinclude a
wordcount icon on its nextincarnation -
and enable a considerably faster
loading speed than it does now.
Acrobat Reader 6 is almost faster.
sutherland.lyali@btinternet.com
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Enigma variations

JOHN McKEAN

Alison and Peter Smithson - From the House of the Future to a House of Today
Edited by Dirk van den Heuvel and Max Risselada. 010 Publishers, 2004. 238 pp. £35

The title and the charming cover of this
oddly-formed but seductively produced vol-
ume might surprise the innocent browser
who opens it. For it is no client’s coffee-table
volume of dream houses.

Not that the Smithsons ever shunned
publicity. The word ‘shrinking’ does not
come to mind, though violets may have cov-
ered Peter’s shirts. They were expert at
regurgitating material — picking it up, turn-
ing it over, putting it with (their definition of
‘as found’). So that it morphs, reappears
once more anew, and then finally, just before
Peter’s death last year, there it all is again in
the vast and pompous The Charged Void:
Architecture, the first of a three volume,
themed, oeuvre compléte.

Valuable critiques, however, have been far
rarer. For the Smithsons are difficult and
enigmatic. They might be pretentious and
unbelievably boorish; they might be charm-
ing, humorous and deeply original. Their
work, similarly, could force us, for example,
to look at domestic design anew; and it
could be Robin Hood Gardens. (“The fussy
and drab building conjured up to cope with
the [appalling| situation — which it fails to
do - shows the error of depending on style to
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solve urban planning problems,’ as Anthony
MclIntyre politely commented in 1996.)
They have generated a certain mystique

among architects and become the object of

the gaze of historians. Yet,as Stephen Green-
berg noted with some exasperation when
reviewing Modernism without Rhetoric:
Essays on A + P Smithson, ‘someone must tell
a new generation why this architecture mat-
tered. (A] 19.3.98)

Recently, however, there has been a shift,
perhaps beginning with OASE 51 (where
Henkt Engel and Enric Miralles joined the
present authors). This new mood is best seen
in the Smithson symposium at the AA
before Christmas, the more recent Design
Museum exhibition (A] 22.1.04), and now
the book of that show, offering the Smith-
sons’ take on domestic inhabitation.

Their houses (almost all unbuilt) are here
lovingly documented, sandwiched between
critical introductions, by the editors and
Beatriz Colomina, and yet more fragments
of Smithson text. This is beautifully pro-
duced in the current habit of treating
architectural drawings as archival art works,
the patina of yellowing Sellotape to be loved
as much as the Smithsons’ odd typing error.

The photo of the Tehran street which Peter
Smithson sent to his client Axel Bruchhauser

(Golden Lane and the CIAM 1950 ‘grilles’
look especially gorgeous.)

As to the houses — what a range! Even
though Robin Hood is never once men-
tioned. I still squirm at the House of the
Future, with its absurd Star Trek and pixie-
costumed models looking embarrassed
amid its equally absurdly styled gadgetry
and surfaces. Colomina’s article on this
house deals only with styling: there is noth-
ing on how one might possibly inhabit it;
what one might do with or within it. “The
Smithsons wanted to offer an alternative to
the endless reproduction of detached houses
on one (often tiny) lot, says Risselada. So
they proposed these blobs in the centre of
tiny plots at 70 to the acre, up and down nar-
row roads with no off-street parking. Such
crude banality as an image of the future
1980s, and this at a time when Europeans
such as Utzon, De Carlo and van Eyck were
really exploring that domestic alternative!

There are other horrors here, like the
Rumble villa scheme with its bizarre central
enclosed living space, even more oppressive
than the Haus am Horn; their own — built
but probably uninhabitable — Upper Lawn,
running in condensation, a hermit’s lookout
in freezing or boiling austerity.

But mainly this volume is rich with fasci-
nating thoughts on ordinariness and ‘as
found’ from the early work, and equally star-
tlingly original architectural ideas towards
the end.

And it is through drawings and images
here that we learn even more than from the
supporting texts. We can closely explore the
Sudgen house or the proposed Bates house
from half a century ago. We follow the Smith-
sons’ growing concern with the glut of
domestic belongings from the ‘two gantries’
house (1977) to Peter’s ‘put-away house’ with
its wonderful configuration around storage
(1993-2000). And we can see the last accre-
tions which slowly created Axel Bruchhauser’s
‘Hexenhaus) within the theme which Peter
Smithson called ‘conglomerate ordering’

The image in the architect’s mind is illu-
minated by a photograph he sent to his
client two years ago, showing a street in
Tehran. ‘Somehow this picture has the “con-
tent” of the new spaces at the Hexenhaus, he
wrote, This warm and humane, complex and
most subtly ordinary picture sums up that
art of inhabitation which only Peter Smith-
son could evoke.

John McKean is a professor at Brighton School
of Architecture
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Dutch diversity

NEIL PARKYN

Living in the Lowlands: The Dutch Domestic Scene 1850-2004

NAI Publishers, 2004. 240pp. £26

With memorable exceptions, what we take to
be the core of Dutch architecture is domestic,
an environment which the editors of this vol-
ume describe as ‘the collective lived reality
inhabited every day by its residents’ Just how
varied the forms that this environment can
take could hardly be better presented than by
this selection of housing projects drawn from
the archives of the Netherlands Architecture
Institute in Rotterdam.

In telling the story, NAI Director Aaron
Betsky and Head of Collections Mariet Will-
inge have selected 15 characteristic schemes
which demonstrate this diversity, ranging
from WM Dudok’s seemly municipal housing
in Hilversum to the wilder extremes of design
in the Ypenburg neighbourhood near the
Hague, where West 8 and MVRDV among
others have been at work.

Visionary ideas sit alongside the practical
world of well-wrought housing schemes.
Uniquely among European nations, the
Netherlands has been under perennial pres-
sure to make best use of limited space: hence,
urban visions at the grandest of scales are
well represented here, including OMA’s
provocative proposals for settlement of the
agro-industry zones and the megastructure
accommodating 350,000 people envisaged by
the Bakema and Klopma Pampus expansion
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plan for Amsterdam of 1964-65.

In contrast to such a hard-edged hypothe-
sis, we are shown the scraps of butter paper on
which Aldo van Eyck and Theo Bosch pen-
cilled their first thoughts on the basic design
principles for the regeneration of Amster-
dam’s Nieumarkt Quarter, where Bosch
designed the Pentagon residential complex
(1975-83), a building he described as having a
‘distinctive, but smiling face’.

A side benefit of this approach is that it
points up the telling adjacencies and contrasts
encountered everywhere in Dutch domestic
architecture. Those used to the familiar
images of the stripped, streamlined forms of ]
J P Oud’s Kiefhoek housing in Rotterdam
(1925-1930) will be surprised by the contem-
porary aerial view showing the scheme in its
context, with pitched-roofed public housing
from earlier in the century as its neighbour.

Conceived by the architect as the building
equivalent of a mass production car,
Kiefhoek can now be seen as an ingenious
and skilful solution to creating a civilised
neighbourhood of some 300 homes at no
more than two storeys, with the sketches
published here revealing Oud’s great interest
in cresting an urban composition with well-
defined private space which also achieved
village-like intimacy.

In the examples presented, what is notable
is a process of evolution from the post-war
reconstruction models of urbanism, in which
new neighbourhoods were routinely assem-
bled by repetition of standard modules or
clusters of mixed-rise housing — such as the
Pendrecht district of Rotterdam or Delft’s
Voorhof — through to a more responsive
approach, where the masterplan celebrates the
specific features and geometry of the existing
landscape but combines it with bold interven-
tions. This is exemplified by the work of
landscape architect Riek Bakker at Prinsen-
land near Rotterdam, within which Mecanoo
Architects then fragmented and recomposed
standard housing types.

One of the most fascinating aspects to
readers on this side of the Channel is the
account of the evolution of the two new cities
of the Flevopolder, Lelystad (begun in 1959)
and Almere (from 1978). While the former
has followed a conventional zoned structure,
Almere has flourished under a more flexible
and open-ended masterplan offering a wide
choice of lifestyles and evolving into what NAI
curator JaapJan Berg describes as the leading
laboratory for Dutch domestic architecture
in the past 25 years; notably with a series
of experimental neighbourhoods, including
live-work homes by Hertzberger and ‘multi-
phase’ houses by Koolhaas.

And there are echoes of the glory days of
Milton Keynes, perhaps, in the Projectbureau
Almere, the young planning team who set the
framework for the new city.

Neil Parkyn is an architect, town planner and
director of Huntingdon Associates
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Male voice choir

DAVID MORLEY
The Buildings of Wales: Pembrokeshire

If Pevsner discovered Englishness through
his series of architectural guides The Build-
ings of England, are Thomas Lloyd, Julian
Orbach and Robert Scourfield discovering
Welshness in The Buildings of Wales?

This is the fourth volume in the emerging
series that will eventually cover all of Wales. It
follows the established Pevsner format but, as
with other recent editions, the longer intro-
ductions make these books more than a
simple point of reference. Pembrokeshire is
really three books in one. First, the 98-page
introduction provides a comprehensive back-
ground to the context and architecture of the
county from prehistoric times to the present.
Second, the building descriptions provide an
astonishingly comprehensive guide. Third,
the glossaries are in themselves a compact dic-
tionary of architecture, mixing the standard
Pevsner glossary with some helpful notes that
explain the meaning of Welsh place names.

For a county of such outstanding natural
beauty, it seems entirely appropriate that the
introduction begins by describing the land-
scape. An emerging theme is that landscape,
geology and climate have had a powerful
influence on Pembrokshire’s buildings. Cli-
mate change is discussed as a key factor in
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determining prehistoric settlement patterns,
and the need to minimise climate changeisa
unifying factor for the very small selection of
notable recent buildings that are illustrated.

The complex geology is responsible for a
variety of local building stones. Some are too
porous to resist the damp climate, hence the
abundance of roughcast and render. Some
are too hard to be intricately carved, hence a
more simple approach to detail.

The introduction covers many revealing
facts about Pembrokeshire: nowhere in the
county is more than 10 miles from the sea;
John Nash was the only ‘pure’ architect prac-
tising west of Swansea in 1780 after his retreat
from London to escape his bankrupt past; the
great iron roofs covering the shipyards at
Pembroke Dock were built by the engineers of
the Crystal Palace. Sadly, many architectural
highlights describe what might have been or
is no more — the roofs at Pembroke Dock are
gone and John Nash’s opportunities were
restricted. Pevsner’s incisive critical style
emerges where the authors’ lament Nash’s
lack of involvement in the planning of the
new town at Milford: ‘He would surely have
traced out something of more flourish than
the simple grid plan that proceeded.

The building descriptions reveal an aston-
ishing breadth and depth of research. A
curious circular garden in the middle of a
country lane on the approach to Castelmartin
has been revealed as a former stone-built
pound of 1780 for stray animals (creating one
of the first roundabouts in the county). Near-
by, the most-westerly great landscape garden
in Wales is illustrated as the setting for the for-
mer Palladian villa Stackpole Court, believed
to be by Colen Campbell, but tragically
demolished in 1963. Drawings of the scheme
show a calm simplicity and help explain the
stunning landscape that remains.

Tenby is a particular focus for superlative
descriptions. Augustus John is quoted as
finding that ‘you may travel the world over,
but you will find nothing more beautiful’
Here we are also told that the Greek inscrip-
tion from Euripedes on Cockerell’s 1810
sea-water bath-house translates as ‘The sea
cleanses all men’s pollution’ — a poignant
reminder of close links with nature.

Nearly 50 pages are devoted to the tiny
city of St David’s, as the cathedral is consid-
ered to be the most important religious
building in Wales. By contrast, the evolution
of the emerging new building type for non-
conformist chapels is a fascinating case
study in designing from first principles.

The drawn illustrations combine archive
material and helpful diagrams within the
body of the text. Colour and black-and-
white photographs are successfully grouped
together to minimise any interruption to the
flow of text, and their variable quality can
perhaps be excused by the informative selec-
tion, including two contrasting houses by
James Gowan and Future Systems.

In addition to the three authors of Pem-
rokeshire there are four contributors, and so
it is inevitable that the presentation is more
complex than in Pevsner’s more individual
original guides. For example, the develop-
ment of Milford’s town plan is covered three
times from different viewpoints. The prod-
uct is therefore not a solo performance, but
more like a chorus by a well-trained choir.

This sense of singularity of purpose and
communal effort perhaps also defines an
emerging sense of Welshness. No individual
architects or builders emerge as a dominant
force in the buildings of Pembrokeshire. The
abundance of delightful structures is always
set off against the greater forces of environ-
ment and landscape. This is encapsulated
neatly in the jacket illustrations that show
Carew Castle and the exquisite Caerfarchell
nonconformist chapel (pictured), neither of
which has an attributed architect.

David Morley is an architect in London
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London

Saving Wotton: The Remarkable Story
of a Soane Country House 2 July-25
September. An exhibition at the
Soane Museum, 13 Lincoln’s Inn
Fields, WC2.details 020 7440 4246.

P G Wodehouse'’s Guide to Cancer
Friday 2 July.By Katherine Vaughan-
Williams (formerly Shonfield) at the
Riverside Studios, Hammersmith.
Details 0208237 1111.

Archigram Until 4 July. An exhibition
at the Design Museum, Shad Thames,
SE1.Details 0870 833 9955.

The Work of Powell and Moya Monday
5 July, 18.30.An RA discussion at the
Geological Society, Piccadilly, W1.
Tickets 020 7300 5839.

Sir Peter Hall Wednesday 7 July, 18.00.
A UDG lecture at The Gallery, 77
Cowcross St,EC1 (020 7250 0892).
AA Projects Review 12-30 July. At the
Architectural Association, 36 Bedford
Sq,WC1.Details 020 7887 4000
Dennis Gilbert and Jon May 76 July-

11 September. Architectural
photographs at Photofusion, 17a
Electric Lane, SW9 (020 7738 5774).
New Sculptures by Antheny Caro Unti/
25 July. At Kenwood House,
Hampstead. Details 020 8348 1286.
A13: A Multi-Disciplinary Exhibition on
an Urban Archetype Until 25 July. At the
Wapping Project. Wapping Wall,
E1.Details www.architecture
foundation.org.uk

Perrault’s New Mariinsky Theatre, 5t
Petershurg Until 28 August. An
exhibition at the Building Centre, 26
Store St, WC1.Details 020 7692 6209.
Housing Design Awards 2004 Until 3
September. An exhibition at RIBA, 66
Portland Place,W1.Details 020
75805533,

Fratelli Alinari: The Changing Face of
Italy 1855-1935 Until 19 September.
A photographic exhibition at the
Estorick Collection, 39a Canonbury
Sq,N1.Details 020 7704 9522.

East

lan McKeever Until 4 July.An
exhibition of paintings and drawings
at Kettle’s Yard, Castle St,Cambridge.
Details 01223352124,

Brick in Eastern England Saturday 10
July. A one-day conference at
Cressing Temple, Essex. Details
Pauline Hudspith 01245 437672.
Landscape and Historic Buildings
Thursday 19 August. A one-day
conservation seminar at Cressing
Temple, Essex.Details Pauline
Hudspith 01245 437672.

East Midlands
RIBA CPD Event: Urhan Design Primer
Wednesday 21 July, 14.00. At the
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The students above ,who are working on a project at a primary school in
Southwold,are from London Metropolitan University, whose end-of-year
show is at Spring House, 40-44 Holloway Road, London N7 until 8 July.
(Details www.londonmet.ac.uk/architecture).Other student shows in the
capital include the Bartlett’s,until 2 July,and the AA’s,opening on 12 July.

National Water Sports Centre,
Nottingham.Details 0115 941 3650.
Hooked on Books: The Library of Sir
John Soane Until 30 August. An
exhibition at the Lakeside Arts
Centre, University Park, Nottingham.
Details 0115846 7777.

North

Fantasy Architecture Until 3 July.

An exhibition at the Northern Gallery
for Contemporary Art, City Library,
Sunderland.Details0191 514 1235.
RIBA CPD Event: Town Planning Update
Thursday 15 July, 10.00-13.00.At the
County Cricket Club,Durham. Details
01912324436.

Archigram 31 July-31 October. An
exhibition curated by the Design
Museum and designed by
Archigram.At Baltic, Gateshead.
Details 0191 478 1810.

North West

RIBA CPD Event: Conservation and
Repair of Timber Wednesday 14 July,
10.00-13.00. At the Civic Centre,
Knutsford. Details 0151 703 0107.
Charlie Hussey Thursday 15 July,

19.30. A lecture at the Grosvenor
Museum, Grosvenor St, Chester.
Details Mark Kyffin 0161 236 5667.
Blasting the Future: Vorticism in Britain
1910-1920 Until 25 July. An exhibition
at the Whitworth Art Gallery, Oxford
Rd,Manchester.Details 0161 275
7450.

Rhinegold: Art from Cologne

Until 22 August. An exhibition at Tate
Liverpool, Albert Dock, Liverpool.
Details 0151 702 7400.

CUBE Retrospective 1998-2004

Until 26 August. An exhibition at
CUBE, 113 Portland St,Manchester.
Details 0161 237 5525.

South

Mike Nelson Until 4 July. An
architectural installation at Modern
Art Oxford, 30 Pembroke St, Oxford.
Details 01865 722733.

South East
Canterbury School of Architecture
Show Until 3 July. An exhibition at
Ashford Library Gallery, Ashford.
Details 01227 817333.

Wessex

Westonhirt Festival of the Garden 2004
Throughout the summer. At the
National Arboretum, Tetbury. Details
www.festivalofthegarden.com
William Pye/Edmund de Waal Until 5
September.Exhibitions at the New
Art Centre, Roche Court, East
Winterslow, Salisbury. Details 01980
862244,

West Midlands
Architecture, Folklore & Mythology
Tuesday 6 July, 18.30. A lecture by
David Heke at the Victoria Hall,
Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. Details

Patrick Redmond 01583 373477.
RIBA CPD Event: Boundary Issues
Thursday 22 July, 14.00.At the Apollo
Hotel,Edgbaston, Birmingham.
Details 0121 233 2321.

Yorkshire

RIBA CPD Event: The New Production
Information Code Tuesday 20 July.
AtWakefield Town Hall.Details 0113
2456250.

With Hidden Noise Until 8 August.

An exhibition at the Henry Moore
Institute, 74 the Headrow, Leeds.
Details 0113234 3158.

Lime Week 4-7 October. A
conservation studies course at the
University of York. Details
www.york.ac.uk/dpts/arch/
Wolfgang Winter + Berthold Harbelt
Until 31 October.'Crate houses’etc at
the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Bretton
Hall, near Wakefield (01924 832631).

Scotland

City as Loft 12 July-12 September.
AtThe Lighthouse, 11 Mitchell Lane,
Glasgow.Details 0141 221 6362.
Strathclyde Architecture Show Until 15
July.At 131 Rottenrow, Glasgow.
Details 0141 548 3023,

Langlands & Bell at Mount Stuart
Until 26 September. An installation in
William Burges’chapel. Details
www.mountstuartart.com

Wales

RSAW Small Practice Surgery: North
Wales Practice Forum Tuesday 6 July,
17.00.At OpTIC, St Asaph Business
Park.Details 029 2087 4753.

RSAW Small Practice Surgery: Update
& Discussion on SFA & Client Guide
Wednesday 7 July, 12.30.At the WDA
offices, Newtown. Details 029

2087 4753.

RSAW Small Practice Surgery: Keeping
out of Trouble Monday 12 July, 16.00.
With Owen Luder at the National
Botanic Garden of Wales. Details 029
2087 4753.

International
Content: Rem Koolhaas —- OMA — AMO
Until 29 August. An exhibition at the
Kunsthal, Rotterdam. Details
www.kunsthal.nl

Jarn Utzon Until 29 August. An
exhibition at the Louisiana Museum,
Humelbaek, near Copenhagen.
Details www.louisiana.dk

Lausanne Jardins 2004 Until 17
October.Various temporary gardens
in and around Lausanne. Details
www.lausannejardins.ch

Information for inclusion should be sent to

Andrew Mead at The Architects'Journal at
least two weeks before publication.
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practices

Hoare Lea Consulting
Engineers has announced
that Nick Cullen, who joined
the companyin 1987 asa
graduate engineer, has
become a partner.

Terence O'Rouke has
appointed Karen Heard as a
graphic designer and Daniel
Bailey as an assistant graphic
designer.

Elliott Wood Partnership has
moved to 241 The Broadway,
Wimbledon, London SW19 1SD.

Lorna Byrne has been
appointed an associate at
Church Lukas Architects.

Warrington Fire Research
Consultants has appointed
Jon Pagan and Steven
Cooperasdirectorsin
response to its continued
international growth.

Mainspring Marketing & PR
is moving offices to Unit M, The
Brewery,Bells Yew Green,
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 9BD.

GeorgiaElliot-Smith has
joined CRASH - the
construction and property
industry charity for the
homeless - as a trustee and
executive committee member.

Martin Moore of Prudential
Property Investment
Managers has assumed the
presidency of the British
Property Federation for the
next year. He takes over from
David Hunter, chief executive
of Arlington Property Investors
UK. lan Coull of Slough
Estates is vice-president.

@ Send details of changes and
appointments to Anna
Robertson, The Architects’
Journal, 151 Rosebery Avenue,
London EC1R4GB,oremail
anna.robertson@emap.com.

Harvey Smith Recruitment
Tel: 0121 454 1100

E: natalie@harvey-smith.co.uk
W: www.harvey-smith.co.uk

54 |the architects' journal

@ recruitment

Post Part Il Students

Assael

Award Winning Practice seeks Exceptional Post Part Il Students

JUST

es? ®

Architecture
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T

o Rt 10142

on high profile con

ARCHITECTON

Enthusiastic architect required to work
on a variety of projects, including
historic buildings.

Commitment to design and ability to
work as part of a team are vital qualities.

Part 2 or up to 5 year’s experience.

Apply to Paul Richold with CV.

!

ST

a proven track record playing

You
Vo

hitect, London - fo £36K
Ep ey e e
have a 5y post part

a h,dmvah

Builcling
Mahagsmand
S$crvicses
ARCHITECHTURAL TECHNICIAN

Required to work in a busy small design
and build office. The applicant will be
responsible for preparation of sketch
designs, detailed construction drawings
and attending design site and client
meenngs.

The applicant must be proficient in
AutoCAD and have a minimum of 10
years experience in the construction
industry with experience in all aspects
of commercial/industrial/retail type
buildings

Salary will be commensurate with
experience and benefits  include
company car, pension scheme and
health  plan after a
qualiification period.

private

Please reply in the first instance giving details
of full CV including previous experience and
employment to Building Management
Services Limited, Huddersfield Road, Elland,
West Yorkshire, HX5 9BW

pubs!

We have won national and regional
awards for our new build and
refurbishment pub projects and are
looking for an

Architect and a Technician

to help our small practice with an
exciting range of mainly pub projects
in the Manchester area.

Salary: up to 30k

depending on experience

Please write with CV to
BOWER DESIGN
CRAYCOMBE HOUSE, 73A BOLD ST
ALTRINCHAM WA14 2ES

For more details phone Mike Bower
0161 927 9533 or

Email: mail@bowerdesign.co.uk
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Recruitment enquiries Deadlines
Charlie Connor Laurie Shenoda Bookings/copy S5pm Monday Recruitment advertisements in the AJ can be
Tel: 020 7505 6737 Tel: 0207 505 6803 Artwork 12 noon Tuesday found on our internet recruitment service

Email: charlie.connor@emap.com Email: laurie.shenoda@emap.com Cancellations 12pm Monday www._careersinconstruction.com

www.aps-recruitment.co.uk ..

APS Recruitment Ltd 11

Brand New Construction Website With'

APS

Live and Current Vacancies Only

LHNEahon

We have exciting opportunities for qualified architects who have
experience in school design, ideally both secondary and primary.
AMEC already has an established track record in the education

tor. H , it is seeking to appoint a senior architect who

mmmhmmmuunwmm
expansion. Working predominantly within the commercial and industrial sectors they are
mmmamumuwmmmmmw
within the residential sector. You will therefore be experienced in one of the above sectors,

will take the lead on several multi-disciplinary projects.

You will have:
« A thorough knowledge of the DfES standards and guidelines

« The ability to translate schedules of accommodation into design
pm?ouh which meet academic requirements as well as other
design criteria

« Experience in taking at least 2 or 3 secondary schools
from inception to detailed design

* Excellent design skills

Mwmmmunmmmmmh
also required. AutoCAD skill is required along with a professional honest approach.

Senior Architectural Technician - Kettering - Perm - up to £30K

This small but busy rural practice based outside of Kettering is seeking staff to support its
in the local market. Established now for over 30 years they are seeking

Architectural Technician - Woodbridge - Perm - £23-28K

.5 d organisati l and pr tation skills AmmwhmmliWm
Expriece o waking it PP o o S e, W gl ey i O e
4k will be but not tial / construction drawings to client requirements. If you are keen to make a mark within a
« A good knowledge of AUTOCAD large organisation this is the job for you.

« Capacity to manage staff and motivate teams Architect / Technician - Ipswich - Perm - £25-30K+

mwmmm.wamn&umnmzm
members of staff to join there architectural department based in Ipswich. You will be keen
m-utmmmhummm-mmwm
running skills are required by the architect with the technical post requiring AutoCAD and
detailing skills.

Architectural Graduates - UK Wide - £12-18K+

Due to the time of year a number of our main clients are seeking graduates for Pt1 / Pt 2
mﬁwndh@eﬁnnmﬁmmhmmmmm
attended a RIBA accredited University please visit our website and contact us ASAP.
Please apply for all p gh our new
www.aps-recruitment.co.uk

‘ We can promise opportunities to exercise your design and leadership
skills. You will be working in, or leading, multi-disciplinary design
teams on a wide range of design projects from E1million to

‘ multi-million pounds in value. You will also have the opportunity

to exert your design infl on projects across other sectors.
Peter Trebilcock, Head of Architecture

Email: peter.trebilcock@amec.com M

Please send a current CV and work examples to:

N
ARCHITECTURAL ,
m ark You spend more time at
work than you do at
& SN aru L.t a -y B home. Make sure it's a
. i place you really want to
semor Arnhiiee: be. Call 01908 672 906
Landmark is a small friendly mutidisciplinary practice located in the RECRUITMENT
historic town of Ludlow. We are looking for a highly motivated
Architect with drive and ambition. In exchange we offer a great Architect Central London £to 33K
living working environment, negotiable salary / equity package, and This well-established practice has r tly enjoyed major

success, and as a result are looking to strengthen their team
with the appointment of a qualified architect. You will have
excellent Autocad skills, and great all round ability, with loads of
energy and drive. Retail experience preferred but not essential.
Generous salary and benefits.

the chance to realise your ambitions.

Email your CV to

admin @ landmark-consultants.co.uk
Tel 01584 879757

Fax 01584 879997 Project Architect £to 40K

Challenging role for an experienced, fully qualified architect.
o The practice is much-published and well-regarded with a
K c 04, number of cutting edge projects. You will be an inspirational

N v ; & team leader, have great client liaison skills, and a practical
AN B Al < hands-on approach. Autocad fluency is essential, and ambition
carnival e
VG LA

Central London

nw

and energy are imperative. Excellent benefits package.
Cad Technician West London £to 35K

Experienced cad technician with at least 5 years experience
required by busy, friendly practice. Working on a £35m
residential project, you will be required to produce working
drawing and detailed packages on Autocad. Ideally you will be
HNC/ONC qualified and be looking for a long-term career move.
Excellent prospects.

Project Manager (fixed term)
Salary £30,000 - £35,000 depending on experience

Luton Carnival Arts Development Trust seeks to appoint a Project Manager to manage the
development of a £6million new purpose built centre for Camival Arts in the Luton's Town
Centre. The key function of this post is to develop the internal mechanisms and external
partnerships needed to augment a centre for camival arts

We have ongoing requirements for a range of staff, from
Project Architects to Cad Technologists. To discuss your
options in the strictest confidence, please contact:
Sally Winchester on 01908 672 906 or email
swinchester@quayarchitecture.co.uk
Choose the agency that is different. Call now for a discus-
sion with someone who really understands your aspirations.

This is an exciting and innovative project in England seeking to position its self as a carnival
arts educational centre of excellence designed to attract camival designers, Mas Bands,
individual artists, Steel Bands, cultural groups and associations, schools, youth and com-
munity groups from across the globe

For a full Project brief and job description please contact Paul Anderson, Director of Luton
Carnival Arts Development Trust, C/O The Hat Factory, 85 - 67 Bute Street, Luton, LU1 2EY,
email Icadt @tiscali.co.uk or visit www.Lutoncarnival.co.uk

Deadline for applicants 30th July 2004

The Centre for Camnival arts is supported by the National Lottery, through Arts Council

England, Luton Borough Council, Luton Dunstable Partnership and Go - East www.quayarchitecture.co.uk
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competitions
& awards

Details are available from the
RIBA Competitions Office,

6 Melbourne Street, Leeds
LS27PS,tel 0113234 1335,

fax 0113 246 0744, email
riba.competitions@mail.riba.org

UIASTUDENT COMPETITION
TheInternational Union of
Architectsis launching the UIA
2005 Istanbul student
competition.Based on the theme
‘creating space in extreme and
extraordinary conditions; the
competition invites entrants to
exercise their creative powers in
the face of challenging
conditions by designing spaces
for different functions chosen by
them in places which are
extraordinary in terms of
geographic location, topography,
flora, climate, social,economic
and political conditions. Further
information will be available from
1 September at www.uia2005
istanbul.org.The deadline for
entries is March 2005.

MAKE OLYMPIC SPLASHWITHLDA
The London Development
Agency (LDA) has launched a
competition to design the
Aquatics Centre for

the London 2012 Olympic Games
and Paralympic Games bid. The
flagship swimming facility is to
be built on adisused site in the
Lower Lea Valley,east London.
Designers and architectural
practices wishing to enter the
competition should email
aquaticprequal@capita.co.uk.
Closing date s 5 July.

TRANSFORM CENTRAL SALFORD
Salford s launching an
international architecture and
design competition to design
avision and blueprint to
transform central Salford during
the next 20 years. Part of the
transformation will include
mixed-tenure housing, schools,
safe and inspiring open spaces
and leisure facilities, retail shops
and better transportation.
Expressions of interest to be
received by 16 July.A competition
brief can be obtained by

emailing Colette Hilton at
colette.hilton@salford.gov.uk.
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visit www.constructioncareersevent.co.uk or call 020 7505 6791

www.aps-recruitment.co.uk
APS Recruitment Ltd

Brand New Construction Website With
v Live and Current Vacancies Only
Architect & Technician - Norwich - Perm - £25-35K
This large commercial practice is currently seeking staff for its Norwich branch office. This
practice having worked in a number of sectors is ideally seeking all round staff. To be considered
you will be experienced in a number of sectors including residential, retail, education and health.
A good knowledge of UK construction practice is required along with job running experience in
respect to the architect's role. AutoCAD literacy is also required particularly for the technical role.
This is a very good opportunity for an ambitious hard working individual.

Please apply for all positions through our new website:
www.aps-recruitment.co.uk

Architect and Architectural Technologist
Ambitious practice with a small friendly team of talented and enth
like minded individuals for fun, friendship and evenings out....... ...

You will need a minimum of 3-5 years post qualification experience,
project management skills. Experience in Health, Education, :
would be preferred.

Pbuumhlurdendoshqyourcvmmﬂm Please no ag

Allcock & Grieves Chartered Architects

ARCHITECT

Exciting opportunity to join & small department at the heart of our future in hotel,
commercial and residential developments and refurbishments.
Must be self-motivated, highly creative and able to work to strict deadlines.

Please send C.V. and salary expectations to:
Michael Marten, Britannia Hotels, Halecroft, 253 Hale Road, Hale, Cheshire WA15 BRE
Tel: 0161 904 8686 Fax: 0161 980 3877
Email:

recruitment @ britanniahotels.com
Visit our website: www.britanniahotels.com

WSy THE CONSTRUCTION
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Balfour Beatty

www.balfourbeatty.com
WWW.bouygues-uk.Itd. uk

CAPITA SYMONDS
www.capitasymonds.com

N www.costain.com

m defence-estales. mod. uk

NORuwesT 9
HOLsT
www.norwest-holst.co.uk

Fevns ahse s
POSFORD HASKONING
www.royalhaskoning.com

exhibiting at the Consiruction Careers Fvent
2804, held this year in London and
Manchester
o find out mere aboul exhibiting af the event
piease emall or call;
Charfie Connor
The Constriction Careers Eveat
020 7505 8737
charlie.comor@emap.com
To register your interest in
visiting the event please email your details to;
coe@emap.com

1 July 2004




One of the most respected names in professional support services is
also one of the newest. Created in a 2003 merger, Mouchel Parkman
started life with long-standing partnerships already in place and with

a reputation as a key strategic adviser to both the public and private
sectors. We're building on this impressive start and enjoying sustained
growth in all areas of the company - from consultancy through to
managed and project services.

Right now, we're looking to strengthen our Government Services
division. This team oversees one of the largest public sector property
portfolios in the country, working with Local Authorities and a range of
other clients including, schools, police and fire authorities, magistrates
courts, government agencies and private companies.

Our portfolio currently stands at around 2,000 schools and 4,000
public buildings, and counting, as we are expecting a major increase
in our schools design and management workload resulting from the
‘Building Schools for the Future’ investment programme.

www.mouchelparkman.com

Mouchel Parkman is an equal opportunities employer.

Join us and you'll be playing a part in helping our clients to preserve
the value of that property and use it to its best effect. As our company
continues to grow, we're looking for experienced professionals in all of
the following roles: Building Surveyors, Estates Surveyors, Quantity
Surveyors, Project Managers, Architects, Architectural Technicians,
Maintenance Engineers, Estates Management, Building Services
Engineers.

We've got vacancies nationwide, but we're particularly looking to
strengthen our local office teams in Bedford, Cambridge, Hertford,
Maidstone, Salford, Sidcup, Trowbridge and Woking.

To apply for any of these roles, please send a copy of your CV
together with a covering letter quoting reference GSAJ00503 and
which role you are interested in, to careers@mouchelparkman.com
Alternatively, post to Recruitment, Mouchel Parkman, 5th Floor,
Cunard Building, Liverpool L3 1ES.

To find out about Mouchel Parkman, please visit our website
www.mouchelparkman.com

¢

>

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

mouchelparkman




@ recruitment

RESOURCING LIMITED

CDM Resourcing Limited are specialist recruiters

to the Northern Architectural Industry. Our
recruitment portfolio offers excellent opportunities
for Architectural Professionals within a number
of impressive national and regional organisations.
Our clients across many industry sectors
including Industrial, Transport, Sport and Leisure,
Health and Social Housing.

A selection of the first class opportunities available:
SENIOR ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIAN (TEES)

£28K - £34K + BENS
Based at the Cleveland office of this national practise, your experience of job running
industrial or housing projects will provide you with the knowledge and expertise to make
a significant contribution to this dymanic and successful team.

PROJECT ARCHITECT (TYNE & £30K - £33K + CAR

As a project architect you will already have 3-5 years experience managing a small team
and running your own projects, our clients have exciting opportunities to further your
development and fulfil your potential.

INTERIOR DESIGNER (TYNE & WEAR) £ NEG

ngmmmmwmwmmwmm
aﬂdﬁmdﬁghvdmwﬁec&."ywmbokmtommﬂywrdmnﬂvwgh
a diverse and challenging career with a regional market leader, this opportunity is for you.

ARCHITECT/ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIAN (TYNE) £30K +

This small practise based North of Newcastle is looking to supplement it's in house team
w%mexpulmoeddeﬂmndessbndwhoﬁﬂwmh:aﬂyameedﬂwpmcﬁsepﬁm
Project management skills essential.

| ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIAN (TYNE) £22K - £34K

Our client, a multi disciplinary practice, has a number of opportunities at an intermediate
to senior level. Educational and Industrial project experience is desirable, however not
essential.

‘ NUMEROUS TEMPORARY & CONTRACT POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Please call for a confidential and informed discussion about any of the above vacancies
and also to discuss the numerous unadvertised opportunities we have to offer.
Call Carl Ribchester in confidence on: (0191) 4972797 or 07870553027 at any time
or email carl@cdmresourcing.com.
Alternatively email your CV to or fax on: (0191) 4972884,

7 /v i v ¥

Birmingham Vacancy

Technicians
Vac ref 0406-61

My client is seeking contract and permanent staff for a
variety of projects in both the Commercial and ™
Residential sectors which will be commencing in
immediately.Applicants at all levels will be considered,

Perm or Contract £ Neg

Fax: 01788

or

and a knowledge of Autocad is a pre-requisite.

| cn M NORTHERN ENGIRND , (]
DESIGN APEDINTIMENTS w7

Foster and Partners
architects and designers

Architects

Ambitious and talented qualified architects with a variety of experience are
required to work on a range of exciting projects based in our London office.

Applicants should be CAD proficient and preferably have a working
knowledge of Microstation.

Only applicants who meet the above criteria will be considered for these
positions

Applicants with fluency in a European language, in addition to English, are
encouraged to apply.

If you would like to apply for one of these positions, please forward your CV
and representative samples of your work (no larger than A4) to:

Robin Panrucker

Training and Recruitment Co-ordinator
Foster and Partners, Riverside Three

22 Hester Road, London SW11 4AN

Website: www.fosterandpartners.com

Please quote reference AJO02 when applying for this vacancy

578609
although a sound knowledge of the Building Regulations gt dve sihe
rdrecruitment co. vk |

o
Architectural Technician up to £35k O

The principle function of this role is to support the product
development departrhent in the development and design of new
construction systems using a combination of group and partner
products. You will be developing designs and preparing plans,
specifications, estimates and manage all facets of the construc
and architectural detail. Providing guidance and assistance to
consultants and in-house staff in all aspects relating to regulatory
compliance in relation to Building Codes. HNC in Building,
Membership of BIAT or equivalent is pref 2

The ideal candidate should posses experie!
Part 1 & 2, Architectural Desktop, Archcad 2D & 3D cad,

Building Regulations Approved Documents, N standards,
CDM Regulations, NBS Specification, FINC, ADT21 and Keyscape.
Applications should be made to Scott Sullivan at
technical @ network-rec.co.uk or to Network

Recruitment, Technical Division, Kennett House,

108-110 London Road, Headington, Oxford. OX3 9AW

in AutoCAD
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Brock Carmichael Architects 9

We want, ambitious team players to join our quality award winning
practice in this the Capital of Culture 2008.

Architects: with a minimum of five years post-graduate
experience who are quality designers, understand materials and
construction and all forms of procurement, building contracts and
regulations.

Architectural Technicians: to produce quality working drawings,
and precise specification to enhance designs to meet programmes
and assist managing projects on site.

Conservation Architect / Surveyor: who understands all forms of
historic buildings and construction can produce conservation plans
and condition survey reports and manage several restoration
adaptations, regeneration and refurbishment projects.

BROCK CARMICHAEL ARCHITECTS TELEPHONE
19 OLD HALL STREET
LIVERPOOL L3 9JQ

+44 (0)151 242 6222
EMAIL: office@brockcarmichael.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.brockcarmichael.co.uk

Architects & Technicians

P

ol

£M~.

”"e
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Patel Taylor Architects

have a diverse portfolio of architecture, urban design and landscape
projects. To complement our ambitious and committed team, we are
seeking:

Architects

with detailing and Microstation experience

Part | and Part Il Assistants

with design and computer visualisation skills

Please send CV and examples of work to:

Michele Goodwin

Patel Taylor Architects

53 Rawstorne Street,

London EC1V 7NQ

1 July 2004




Recruitment enquiries

Charilie Connor

Tel: 020 7505 6737

Email: charlie.connor@emap.com

Laurie Shenoda
Tel: 0207 505 6803
Email: laurie.shenoda@emap com

International

SAS International is an established market leader in the design and
manufacture of building products, with its Head Office based in
Earley, Reading.

MARKET RESEARCHER

with Construction Industry Experience

We are seeking a part-time Market Researcher who has extensive
construction industry experience. The position may suit someone who
has given up full time employment as a QS, architect, project manager
or construction professional. The primary role is to research and track
major construction projects using the internet, telephone, industry
publications and established industry contacts to help develop
opportunities for the sales team.

You should be flexible, organised, and have extensive experience of the
construction industry. Good computer skills would be a benefit. Hours
of work 10 to 20 per week to suit, either office or home based, a
suitable reward package will be mutually agreed.

Please apply in writing giving full details of your industry
experience to The HR Manager, SAS International,
31 Suttons Business Park, London Road, Reading RG6 1AZ, or
email cthomas@sasint.co.uk

NO AGENCIES

iona
mlnlmum of 10 years experien
ell developed managerial, des
AD skills are essential. Ref AR7

1 July 2003

Cancel!atms 12pm Monday

- s . ‘i.’ -“‘ "_‘1-1_; § =

t: 023 8033 4444 f: 023 B033 5555 e: arch@faststream.co.uk www.faststream.co.uk

Deadlines
Bookngs/oouv Spm Monday

Recruitment adverti nts in the AJ can be
found on our interet recruitment service
www.careersinconstruction.com

12 noon Tuesday

e PIrE

MANCHESTER Ref:ATC0O40629A

LANDMARK LONDON Up to £40,000 pa

Our ciemts

th expe C
dividual will be very well supported t X t temns and adn ck uf
ind a strong mar laQ ament team. Tt sition offers strong career opporturties,
vith the cc rraging the i\ i SUGCEE 50 if you have been
working on e scheme: 1 wor nov o fi n establishing
a career amidst a dynamic setting e in the strictest confidence, Tamsyn

LONDON Ref:ATC0406288B

Architects and Designers representing Architects and Designers

www.adrem.uk.com
Adrem Recruitment
41-42 Foley Street
London WIW 7TS

Tel: 020 7436 1616
Fax: 020 7436 1335

.
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architects

PROJECT ARCHITECTS
LIVERPOOL

Masterplanners and architects
with residential experience
and excellent design ability
are required to take leading
roles on projects

Ur
Mer
Derby ¢

Salford City Council

Architect/Senior Architect

P01/3 - £24,048 - £29,835 p.a. [Pay award pending)
(Ref: 9189)

Plus casual car user allowance and final salary pension

The above post represents an opportunity to join a busy design
consultancy serving the Salford City Council and external
clients as it moves forward into Constructor Partnering as the
Council's main vehicle for construction procurement

The post holder will join this consultancy as an Architect or
Senior Architect taking a leading role in the design of a
number of major projects. The applicant will be a registered
Architect with at least three years’ post registration
experience and of proven design ability whose design work
shows flair and originality. The applicant will be highly client
focused and have highly developed organisational, leadership
and CAD skills. In addition, they will also require proven
communication and presentation skills

The Development Services Directorate is pursuing a Joint
Venture Partnership for provision of services. Staff will be
seconded to the Joint Venture, remaining employees of
Salford City Council

The Joint Venture will create both additional capacity and

opportunities for future business growth for the partners,

providing innovative working arrangements and improving
performance against key national and local indicators

The City Council aim to have the new Joint Venture in place
by September 2004.

Information pack and application form from

the Director of Personnel & Performance, Salford City
Council, Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton M27 5BN or our
Customer Contact Centre. Tel: 0161 909 6503 (24 hours]
Minicom: 0161 909 6527 [special line for the hearing/speech
impaired). Please quote reference number at all times.

Closing date: 9 July 2004.

S
www.salford.gov.uk/jobs B

striving to be an equal opportunities employer s

Feilden Clegg Bradley Architects LLP
Architect - Bath

We have a vacancy for a Part || Graduate and a Part 11l Architect
with up to five years experience in Bath. If you have excellent
design skills and CAD experience, preferably using Microstation,
then we would like to hear from you.

Please apply in writing, with CV and examples of recent work, to:
Chris Askew, Feilden Clegg Bradley Architects LLP,
Bath Brewery, Toll Bridge Road, Bath BA1 7DE

www.feildenclegg.com

L. Technical Editor
Are you looking for a position to demonstrate your editorial flair?

BRE Bookshop is one of the leading publishers of information for the
building and construction industries. Its access to BRE’s knowledge
combined with Emap’s market leading journals place it in a unique
position.

We need a Technical Editor to take responsibility for a variety of
publishing projects through all the editing stages.

As a practised communicator you will develop effective relationships
with authors to maximise the potential from their material. Your
understanding of market need, and your ability to write and edit in
appropriate styles will result in commercially viable market focused
products.

Quality, accuracy and good project management skills are critical.
Knowledge of Quark, In-design, lllustrator and Photoshop would be
hugely beneficial. The position is based at BRE in Watford.

Send your CV and a covering letter to Stuart Mead, BRE Bookshop,

for an informal chat on 01923 664652.
Closing date is Monday 28 June.

Please mention AJ when replying to adverts
for advertising enguiriesplease call
Charlie Connor on 0207 505 6737
Email: chare.connoremap.com or
Visit our website at www.gjplus.co.uk

B0 | the architects' journal
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Deadlines

Bookings/copy Spm Monday
Artwork 12 noon Tuesday
Cancellations  12pm Monday

Recruitment enquiries

Charlie Connor

Tel: 020 7505 6737

Email: charlie.connor@emap.com

Laurie Shenoda
Tel: 0207 505 6803
Email: laurie. shenoda@emap.com

Recruitment advertisements in the AJ can be
found on our intermet recruitment service
WWWw.careersinconstruction.com

NSHEN/DYER

LONDON
MANCHESTER
4 sAN FRANCISCO

RESEARCH
ACADEMIC &
HEALTHCARI
CHITECTURI

CHELFORD HOMES
BUILDING FOR THE

ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIAN

We require an architectural technician who is hard working and seif motivated, conversant
in current legislation, autocad 2000 experience in producing estate layouts, must be able
to demonstrate flair, expand and enhance our present house type library. Excellent

benefits for the right person if you want to promote your career please send current cv to
Managing Director, Chelford Homes Balmoral House, Ackhurst Business Park, Foxhole
Road Chorley, Lancs PR7 1NY. Tel: 01257 235120 Email: caroline@chelfordhomes.com

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Feasibility Study and Concept Designs for
Sustainable Office Development, Forthside, Stirling

Stirling Council invites expressions of interest from suitably qualified and experienced
design teams to produce a Feasibility Study and Concept Designs for 120,000 square
feet of new sustainable business space. The design, construction and ongoing
operation of this new office development will embody sustainable development
principles throughout.

The successful applicant will comprise an architect led multi-disciplinary team incorporating
mechanical and electrical, structural and civil engineers with an established track record
of delivering sustainable development of this nature.

The work instructed under the commission shall include but not be limited to the
following:

s A Feasibility Study demonstrating the commercial viability of the proposed office
development.

* Evaluation of the benefits of a sustainable design approach which ensures that the
office development will be environmentally responsible and embody the principles
of resource efficiency and low cost maintenance.

* Provision of Concept Designs which demonstrate a modern, practical and fully
accessible development which encourages productive working in a stimulating and
healthy environment commensurate with the 21st century business process.

If you wish to be considered for the tender list please request a briefing pack from
Tom Pollock, Stirling Ventures, Regeneration Services, Viewforth, Stirling FK8 2ET,
tel: 01786 442748, email: pollockt@stirling.gov.uk by Friday, 9 July 2004.

The short listed applicants invited to bid for this commission will be
selected on the basis of a submission outlined in the briefing pack \‘\\ng
issued to all applicants responding to this notice. It is anticipated that v‘f

the short list shall not exceed five.

Closing date for return of completed submissions:
Friday, 23 July 2004

—
s
C o\!‘\b

1 July 2003

ject Architects
£38,000 - £48,000 + Benefits — Dubai

Architectural Technicians

Ref: RIBA210604

£27,000 - £30,000 —~ Central London/Hertfordshire

t

Ref: AKowoy

For other exciting positions, simply call 0870 6ooo 978

global reach -local focus

BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

CLIVE CHAPMAN ARCHITECTS
A small busy practice seeks
PART | ARCHITECT

We are currently working on a
variety of projects including low
energy housing, one off housing in
conservation areas, urban
regeneration, light industrial
and landscaping

Please visit our website at
WWW.Ccar.co.uk

Please send CV's with covering
letter and samples of work to:
Clive Chapman Architects
4 Eel Pie Island, Twickenham,
TW1 3DY

E-mail: fiona@ccar.co.uk

Acquisition / Merger

Oxfordshire Architects practice
with established client base
predominantly education and
housing seeks enquiries from
other practices regarding
acquisition or merger.

Main shareholder wishes to retire
by the end of 2005.

All enquiries to Po. Box
Number 3200
151 Rosebery Avenue
London
ECIR 4GB

COURSES

AutoCAD Courses

Personal Tuition: the fast way to learn
Courses tailored to your requirements
Training by experienced CAD architect
Daytime or evening courses available
2-D & 3-D AutoCAD drawing service
Central London location

020 7266 2506, 0790 5376549 dp_arch@yahoo.com

CAD Training Service

the architects' journal ] 61




@showcase

Readers may obtain information about these products by filling in the enquiry numbers on
one of the AJ enquiry cards. Advertisers wishing to promote their products on these
pages should contact Chris Band on 020 7505 6816

Respond to these showcases @ www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

THORN LIGHTING LTD

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 301

A new sports floodlight
designed for where the control
of light pollution is critical is
now available from Thorn
Lighting. Champion is an
asymmetric floodlight
available in 1 and 2kW ratings

. for metal halide and high

pressure sodium lamps.
Instead of having a ‘flat glass’
construction Champion’s front
glass closure is inclined inside
the floodlight.

AJ ENGUIRY ND: 303

Zip Heaters have added
Chilltower to it's range of
mains fed water chillers. A
compact free-standing point-
of-use filtered water cooler

CLAXTON BLINDS

e .0 00 @

AJ ENQUIRY ND: 302

Claxton Blinds claims to be one of the
leading commercial window blind
companys in the UK, specialising in
providing interior window
treatments for any requirement.
Notable projects undertaken to date
are Tower 42, The Canary Wharf
Tower, and most recently, Citigroup
Tower at Canary Wharf, with Claxton
providing more than 16,000 blinds
throughout the three buildings. For
more information, telephone

01727 840001 or visit
www.claxton-blinds.com

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 304

INVISTA, formerly DuPont
Textiles & Interiors (DT1),
launches the Antron Carpet
Fibre Colour forecasts for
2005. A comprehensive range

suited to any office JON JON ION of 50 colours are presented
environment. The chiller uses e o ® o under the banner Antron
mains water supply, giving it PO @ @ "YeX X | Colour Point of View and are
big savings over bottled water . - - augmented with the Antron

units. It has a filtration system
specified to 5 microns, which
delivers cleaner, fresher, better
tasting drinking water.

Antron

colourist’s influences and
inspiration.The 5 colours in
each of the 10 themes
highlight a distinct trend.

Classified enquiries

Chris Bond

Tel 020 7505 6816 Fax 020 7505 6750
e-mail: Chris.Bond@emap.com

|
. |
G & E blocked gutters ...
" - I the cost effective solution ...
e
Contaminated Land o
n” =
* Investigations/Appraisals | »
* Studies for Planning ? Gutte" Er’d
a | A.DA.D. have expert knowledge AD.A.D. Henley-on-Thames
A qu ::oduclhgolliypes' B ok W Please conlact Antony Duckett
Cohtuct: Chrid Summers or Miks Grant - Tel: 01491 574350 Fax:0149) 571544
o °"32:m°2f‘ﬁ‘ tel: 01472 371406 A rellable and fast service s Asd e ipersbereiiol O
www.geotechnical .uk.com WWW. Iuttelgﬁd-com guaom::g for detalled or block on.co.uk

MASTIC ASPHALT WEBSITE

Where to go to find out more
about mastic asphalt...

www.masticasphaltcouncil.co.uk

Contact
STAN AUBERTIN
20b Tower Workshops
58 Riley Road, London SE1 3DG

Telephone: 020 7394 7866
Facsimile: 020 7394 6798

191-205 Cambridge Heath Road London E2 OEL
Tel. (020) 7729 6744 Fax. (020) 7720 9318

sphalt Counci
www.elfinpresentations.co.uk
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MODEL MAKERS

Lol

THE MODELMAKERS

No1 Berry Place Sebastian st :
I LONDON EC1V OHE I 3 Marlow Workshops, Arnold Circus, London E2 7JN

020 7251 6366 Fax 020 7608 3356 . =4
E mail: kandor@kandormodels.com 020 7739 7933 £020 7739 7195

e info@3dd.co.uk

)

)I\

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

...FULL DETAIL MODELS
..QUICK STUDY MODELS
ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS
ROBERT DANTON-REES

Unit 8, The Hanger, Perseverance Works
38 Kingsland Road, London E2 8DD

E&LPS

18 Hewett Street t 02073776127
f. 020 7377 6129
London e: workshop@flicmodels.com

ECEA BNN w: www flicmodels.com
Architectural Modelmakers

PIPERS

Concept | Planning | Marketing MODELMAKERS Tel: 020 8533 6592

For all your modelmaking requirements, LONDON ® INVERNESS
contact Nick McKeogh.

Architectural Presentations
Modelmakers Folpb 1

SPPON (I Aewuoy

www.atomlifd.com +44 (0) 1344876776

27-35 Bevenden St
London N1 6BH

Tel 020 7250 0530
Fax 020 7251 0134
Email studio@ pipers.co.uk

D LY o

www.pipers.co.uk 4
E mail: models@combermodels.demon.co.uk

QUALITY " SPEED @ RELIABILITY
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@Classiﬁed

3D cComp VISUALISATI
T  pd - : Designhive Visualisation & Animation Ltd
¢ Uniform Tel: 01483 422 070 info@designhive.co.uk .
i 144 0) 151 296 2808 www.designhive.co.uk .
P info@uniform_net

www.uniform.net

View. Idownlo.;d project examples
london 0208 650 2817 Email us to request a DVD Media Pack

glasgow 0141222 2422 www.glass-canvas.co.uk
www.eldicouk info@eldicouk

glass

visualisation,
animation,
website and
interactive
presentations of the

L i . & ___ highest quality
- o st _‘hpnonucsn BY
Tel : 01242 530460 , < IARCHITECTS

competitive rates for

«€?) visua'lnlp.ul
- - :5 ons

3d | visualisation | onimation | photomontage

el 020 7613 5530
www fourthdimension.uk.com

If you wish to
advertise in the AJ
classified section
call Chris Bond on
020 7505 6816

020 7636 4041 -
[} & =
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ll\lelcome home —I

he imminent appointment
T by the RIBA Trust of Charles

Knevitt as its new director
brings back into the architectural
fold someone with inside
knowledge of the institute and the
profession at large. Knevitt was for
some years architectural
correspondent of The Times, and
was a leading figure in the
community architecture campaign
of the 1980s, along with Nick
Wates and (for a time) Rod
Hackney. Indeed, it was an article
by Knevitt about Hackney's
Macclesfield housing scheme at
Black Road where the phrase
‘community architecture’was
given its first public airing. The
two had a falling out over the
Inner City Aid charity, chaired by
Lord Scarman but eventually
dissolved. Knevitt’s career moved
on to publishing and marketing,
and more recently professional
fund-raising, most latterly
bringing in huge amounts for
Liverpool University. This
experience should stand him in
good stead at the trust, which has
little spare cash, although staff
and accommodation costs are
being met by the RIBA. Let's hope
Knevitt keeps his reputation for
bonhomie intact; his 50th
birthday party at the Chelsea Arts
Club, with music from the
excellent Bootleg Beatles, was
memorable. He is also a member
of the Athenaeum; the difference
between the two clubs is that the
latter throws you out if they catch
you with a woman. In Chelsea, if
they catch you without, they send
one up.

IMoving on ]

emories of the
community architecture
years were stirred at the

London Architecture Biennale,
which hosted a Radio 3 debate on
whether the Prince of Wales had
been good for architecture.
Marking 20 years since the Prince’s
notorious speech at Hampton
Court, the motion supporting him
was proposed by the urbane Jules
Lubbock and the RIBA president
George Ferguson. It was
opposed by a feisty Amanda
Levete (who managed to drag
herself back from Portugal, where

the ones that got away

Astragal’s ‘The Ones That Got Away’ competition features schemes
that, for better or worse, stayed on the drawing board. Can you identify
this project and its architect? Post your entry, to arrive by first thing
Monday morning, to AJ Astragal, 151 Rosebery Avenue, London EC1R
4GB, or fax 020 7505 6701.The first correct entry out of the hat wins a
bottle of champagne. Last week’s winner (AJ 24.6.04) was Riitta
Sinkkonen Davies of Haverfordwest. The never-built scheme was
Antonio Sant’ Elia’s study for a metropolitan church.

she had been to see the England/
Portugal quarter-final), and critic
Hugh Pearman, on brutally good
form as he launched a regicidal
blast at the Prince’s record. Most
of the audience, including ABK's
Peter Ahrends, voted against the
idea that the Prince had been a
good thing. It would have been
good to hear critic Jeremy
Melvin's view that the Prince sees
architecture as an aspect of the
Picturesque, which is about
control and manipulation of what
is seen, while appearing natural.
Thus the Prince’s declarations
about architecture are really a
cipher for his loss of control in
other areas of his life,

l Gehl force —I

et’s hear it for the Central
L London Partnership, the

public/private group
headed by Patricia Brown, which
launched its report by Jan Gehl on
public realm policies for the
capital at a glittering event in
Paddington Basin a fortnight ago.
The report was a reminder that
the future planning of London is
not just about the Thames
Gateway but about the way in
which the environment affects
millions of Londoners every day -
and could be better. The sort of
opportunities we need to seize
were well illustrated this week by

Sir Terry Farrell, who formally
launched his ‘Nash Ramblas’
project, to develop a walking
route from Primrose Hill to St
James’s Park, Trafalgar Square,
and across to the South Bank. We
need more initiatives like these,
preferably with some overarching
(but light-touch) vision for how
London could be...

[Young ones I

eing described as ‘up and
Bcoming’ is not always a

great boon. But it makes
for good headlines, as the
Observer proved last Sunday with
its list of younger people who are
going to have a big impact in the
next 20 years. On the
architectural front, Foreign
Office Architects gets the nod,
though there was also a place for
designer Thomas Heatherwick.
The last time the paper did this
was in 1979.Then the nominated
architect was Nick Lacey, still
doing great designs and looking
for the really major project to
crown his career. Perhaps it will be
his Thames island scheme, if he
can get the Port of London
Authority to call off its dogs.

IBird song

ritics come and critics go,
but the departure of the

New York Times’

architecture guru Herbert
Muschamp (ex-AA, incidentally)
has sparked plenty of comment,
much of it as bitchy as the
criticism Muschamp dished out.
The New York Observer carried a
long piece about Muschamp's
rise and rise — and his
subsequent fall from grace in the
row over Daniel Libeskind's 9/11
competition win: ‘Why, given the
precipitous decline in his critical
stature, did The Times keep him
on for so long? “Herbert’s
enduring existence is one of the
great urban legends,” says one
person active in architectural
circles. “It's one of the great
mysteries of New York, along with
why you never see baby
pigeons.”

I Mies piece 7

cramped office for a swanky

suite in central Manhattan,
you could do much worse than
Mies van der Rohe’s Seagram
Building. Estate agent RFR Realty
is offering whole floors for rent in
the 375 Park Avenue skyscraper. A
large advert for the 38-storey
masterpiece towered out of the
back page of the Financial Times
on Friday. It looks even classier in
pink...

I f you fancy swapping your

I Cut price

ccording to a profile of ex-
ACABE chief Jon Rouse in

The Times, he negotiated
his salary down when he moved
to his new role as chief executive
of the Housing Corporation.The
job paid £160,000 a year but he
took £125,000 on the grounds
that he did not need any more.
Canonisation can surely only be a
matter of time!

| If only

id you hear about the
trio of architect,
contractor and quantity

surveyor who won the rollover
Lotto on a joint ticket? Asked
what they would do, the quantity
surveyor said he would invest the
maney, retire, and live off the
income. The contractor said he
would buy his wife lots of
jewellery, investin a hotel and
never work again. The architect
said he would stay in practice
‘until the money runs out’.

astragal
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Respond to these showcases @ www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

Readers may obtain information about these products by filling in the enquiry
numbers on one of the AJ enquiry cards. Advertisers wishing to promote their
products on these pages should contact Chris Bond on 020 7505 6816

PHILIP WATTS

AJ ENGUIRY NO: 201

Philip Watts Design now
manufactures more than 60
different porthole kits for doors,
ranging from signage panels to
high-specification fire-rated
stainless steel. All its kits come
with glazing and are remarkably
simple to install. lllustrated are two
of its porthole/pull handle
integrated kits; both can be fire
rated to 60 minutes and are
available in either satin or bright polish. For further details, visit the
new online catalogue at www.philipwattsdesign.com.

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 203

Scott, Brownrigg & Turner
Architects specified Ame’s
Proteus hr composite
rainscreen system with duo-
tone blue/red aluminium front
skins. Duo-tone is a dynamic
finish, changing colour
depending on the position of
the sun.The project, a new-
build residential scheme at
Chelsea Bridge Wharf, south London, demonstrates the combination
of precise panel edge detail, flexibility in panel size and a striking
finish achieving a modern and dramatic facade.

HANSENGROUP AJ ENQUIRY ND: 202

The Newcastle HQ of the North East
Regional Development Agency,
One North East, features high-
performance ThermoSpan glazing
units manufactured by
HansenGlass. The double-glazed
units feature both hard and soft
coated glass and have a U-value
close to 1.0W/m’K. HansenGlass
also supplied Tempo glass entrance
doors, For details of HansenGlass
products call 0151 545 3000 or
email sales@hansenglass.co.uk.
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KALWALL PROJECT OF THE WEEK AJ ENQUIRY NO: 204

This shot of blue sky and
clouds is designed to
bring happiness to AJ
readers, though some
may be more interested
in St Christopher’s School
new sports hall. Here,
E&M Design Partnership : :
has specified clerestory Kalwall so the interior is perfect for games -
as sporty people will know, that means evenly distributed light
without any shadows, glare or hotspots, Stoakes Systems now has a
large portfolio of school and sports projects featuring Kalwall.

Tel 020 8660 7667 or visit www.stoakes.co.uk.

TP AJ ENQUIRY NO: 205

SIKA AJ ENQUIRY NO: 206

Plantex is the original weed
control fabric from DuPont
and used by professional
landscapers throughout the
world. Highly versatile, it can
be used to provide low,
maintenance and non-
chemical weed control.

For decorative finishes such
as timber decking, paving, gravel, bark and cobbles, Plantex will
allow air and water to pass through, enabling growth of specimen
plants while minimising unwanted weeds and self-seeding plants.
Contact TDP for your nearest stockist or visit www.tdp.com.

The Trocal and VW
Golf brands share
a common bond:
Trocal roofing
systems are being
installed on VW
dealerships in the
UK.The latestis a
roof refurbishment
for the dealership
in Avondale Road in Bromley, Kent. Trocal S 1.5mm single-ply roofing
membranes from market leader Sika were specified to waterproof

a 200m’ flat-roofed extension at the dealership.

ARNOLD LAVER AJ ENQUIRY NO: 207
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Arnold Laver Timber World has

recently relaunched its website - ; e
www.timberworld.couk - a B—

quick and easy-to-navigate site
which encompasses a new
modern look and feel, relfecting
Timber World's off-line
branding. Contemporarily
designed, incorporating Timber
World’s sharp new look - the
website is now administered
using a fully content-managed engine, so information can be updated
immediately without third-party assistance.
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Weicome to Amnold Laver Tinber World ’

DORMA AJ ENQUIRY NO: 208
As one of the world’s leading .
suppliers of automatic door

technology, the Dorma range =

is so comprehensive that

standard solutions can be lanl o
found for the most

demanding situations - and

the RST automatic space-

saving and KTV revolving

door ranges are certainly

cases in point. Powered by the ever-reliable ED 200 swing door
operator, the leaves of the Dorma RST space-saving door are
designed to perform a unique confined swivel movement.




enquiry 11 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

LOCATION: Millennium Place, Coventry ARCHITECT: MacCormac Jami LlGNACITE

PRODUCT: Polished Snowstorm, with ture coursing ba

ise, High St., Brandon, Suffolk IP27 OAX T: 01842 81067¢ ) : . www.lignacite.co.uk
CONCRETE MASONRY PRODUCTS




