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Can you see how much bigger Europe’s

forests are growing every year?
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Every year Europe’s forest cover ea of Cypru #
3,500 square miles'. That is almost 100 f« 5 0 our. Which is
news in the fight against Global Warminy ¢ orests grow, the
more carbon dioxide is sucked out of the atmc he more wood
is available for us to use. Thanks to sustainab! gement,
he more you use, the more we plant ana we bigger
the forests grow”. For more information call
us on 0800 279 0016 or visit us at
www.woodforgood.com
enquiry 11 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect wood. for good.

'MCPFE/UNECE-FAO State of Europe's Forests 2003, *Use sustainably produced wood. Over 97% of softwood and ¢,60% of hardwood consumed in Europe is sourced from European forests, which are
in surplus production (IIED, Using Wood to Mitigate Climate Change, 2004). For additional reassurance look for independently certified timber. Photo credit: MODIS.

wood. for good. is a promotional campaign sponsored by the Nordic Timber Council, the Forestry Commission, the Confederation of Forest Industries and the Northern Ireland Forest Service. All
members are committed to sustainable forest management. In each of the members’ countries credible third party certification schemes are now operating and increased areas of forest are being certified.
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International film star Brad Pitt helped out in Frank Gehry's Los Angeles office on the development of his
radical proposals for the Hove waterfront, it emerged this week. The Hollywood heart-throb is known to
have developed a fascination for Gehry’s work since the Canadian-born Pritzker winner opened his Walt

Disney Concert Hallin Los Angeles. See page 12 for more on Gehry’s Hove proposals.
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Tony Fretton
brings home
the bacon

“I didn’t want to come
here and trash the place,’

@ news

Pringle launches ARB bhroadside

The spat between the RIBA and the ARB over professional insurance
has escalated into full-scale warfare after the board’s legal stance was
openly attacked by the institute’s president-elect Jack Pringle.

In a letter to the ARB chairman Humphrey Lloyd, Pringle criti-
cised the board for extending its powers beyond those set down in
the Architects Act (1997).

The final straw for the RIBA came when the board decided to
prosecute six architects for failing to comply with professional
indemnity insurance rules earlier in the year (A] 24.3.05).

[t was a move that, according to Pringle, lacked legal basis and fell
well outside the board’s intended remit.

‘The RIBA has accepted that the ARB can usefully issue guidance
to registrants on what levels of insurance are generally reasonable,
Pringle’s letter stated.

‘However, the RIBA does not accept that the ARB can convert
such guidance into prescriptive requirements with which architects
must comply under threat of penal sanction,’ it continued.

In addition, he claims, Parliament never envisaged the ARB carry-
ing out this policing role when the board was set up in 1997.

Questions were also raised over the board’s failure to publish its
own legal advice that justifies its position. Pringle again suggested that
the ARB is on shaky ground. “The RIBA can only draw the conclusion
from this that the ARB’s advice may not stand scrutiny, he said.

The letter has been praised by former board member lan Salis-
bury, who has repeatedly badgered the ARB about the legalities of its
prosecution policy.

Salisbury said: “This is very much the case of the emperor’s new
clothes. It shows the ARB’s advice is wanting. Now there is no pos-
sible reason for the ARB to withhold the advice it has received.

It is unlikely that this broadside will deter the board from pro-
ceeding with more prosecutions in July. One of those waiting to face
the ARB’s wrath is demanding the charges are dropped.

The architect, who wishes to remain anonymous, said: ‘Hav-
ing read the letter from Jack Pringle, I now feel that the ARB has no
justification whatsoever in bringing the charges against me at enor-
mous cost both to the practice and the register at large. I expect those
charges now to be withdrawn.

Richard Waite
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Edinburgh-based Graeme Massie Architects has won an ideas competition to draw up
concept designs for arethink of the centre for Akureyri, the second largest town in Iceland.
The proposals would see a complete strategic analysis of the town centre, with a series of
interventions and renovations - including new exhibition space, residential areas and a café.
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“It is a missed opportunity to provide

a significant amount of affordahle housing b

New casino
on the cards

inSouthend

Brighton ‘blocked application to
meet Labour planning targets’

Council officers in Brighton demanded Conran
and Partners withdraw a planning application so
they could meet New Labour planning targets, it
has emerged.

The move - relating to 31 social housing units
approved by councillors against planning offic-
ers’ recommendations on 18 May — flouts national
government guidelines and exposes a practice that
rates bureaucracy over design quality.

Project director Paul Zara of Conran and Part-
ners said: ‘The planning officers considering the
scheme said that it was an overdevelopment from
the beginning. In fact, they even tried to get us to
withdraw the application so that they could meet
their deadlines.

Zara claimed officers at Brighton & Hove City
Council told him that the scheme, in Bevendean
on the north-east outskirts of Brighton, was out of
context with its surroundings and was unlikely to
be granted planning permission.

They then asked Zara to withdraw the proposals

entirely because they were keen to hit government
targets.

Maggie Brian, the council’s development con-
trol manager, said: ‘In general terms, if we think a
submission could be made acceptable by further
negotiations then we might think it was appropri-
ate to consider the second, more straightforward
application over the first.

“This would be in order to meet government
targets. In that respect I don’t think Brighton &
Hove is any different from any other council.

But an ODPM spokesperson outlined the
department’s guidelines for planning targets,
insisting that Brighton’s actions broke its rules.

‘What we do encourage developers to do is to
discuss applications before they are made. We're
not saying planners should ask developers to resub-
mit applications so they can meet targets, she said.

Conran and Partners claimed it won support for
the scheme from an independent panel of architects.

Rob Sharp

Steele overwhelmingly elected as AA chair

Brett Steele has been named
as the new chair of the Archi-
tectural  Association (AA),
following a resounding election
win announced late on Tuesday
24 May.

Steele, the head of the AA’s
design research lab, picked up 57
per cent of the vote in the three-
horse race.

The result is a massive sur-
prise, with Steele seen as a major
outsider when the shortlist was
announced three weeks ago.

It will also be a hefty disap-
pointment for the other two

26 May 2005

shortlisted candidatures: Jeremy
Till, the current head of Shef-
field School of Architecture,
and a joint bid between Farshid
Moussavi, from Foreign Office
Architects, and Kari Jormakka, a
teacher at the Vienna University
of Technology.

The turnout was exception-
ally high, with 85 per cent of
potential voters casting their
ballots.

Steele is a partner in desArch-
Lab, an architectural office in
London. Before teaching in the
US and at the AA, Steele was a

project architect at Zaha Hadid
Architects in London, as well as
at other offices in the US.

He is a former visiting pro-
fessor at the Harvard Graduate
School of Design and at the Ber-
lage Institute, and has headed
visiting workshops at schools in
Hong Kong, Japan, Europe and
the US.

Steele is also co-leader of
Ambient and  Augmented
Architectures, an international
research network that aims to
identify ‘new kinds of intelligent,
adaptive architectures’

EIGHT TO GO AT HLW OFFICE
The AJ has learned that the London
office of US architecture firm HLW
is making a series of redundancies.
Itis understood that up to eight
architects will be made redundant,
due to a slowdown in business.

BULLDOZERS HIT BOOTLE

The wholesale demolition of run-
down housing in Liverpool got
under way this week, as bulldozers
moved into a series of Victorian
houses in Bootle. Local accounts
suggested empty houses were
being destroyed, leaving occupied
homes like ‘stranded teeth’.

FOSTERALUMNUS FOR AEDAS
Aedas has recruited another senior
architect from the school of Foster
to work alongside Richard Hyam
atits design unit, Studio Aedas.
Rupert Goddard was employed at
Foster and Partners for seven years
before moving to Alsop & Partners.

C20PROPOSES THEATRELIST

The Twentieth Century Society has
put forward six theatres for listing.
The most well known among them
is the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield.

CABE ISSUES PARK GUIDANCE
CABE’s latest good practice guide
claims the best way to combat
antisocial behaviour in parks is
through good design, not heavy-
handed security measures. Itinsists
that when parks are redesigned or
improvement measures involving
local people are implemented,
crime usually diminishes.

AWARD SHORTLIST REVEALED
The shortlist has been announced
for the inaugural AJ Award for ‘the
best portfolio of entries’ submitted
to the National HomeBuilder
Awards by an architect. The
shortlisted practices are: Acanthus
LW, Broadway Malyan, Conran &
Partners, Feilden Clegg Bradley,
Levitt Bernstein, PCKO and PRP. The
winner will be announced at the
awards lunch at the London Hilton
on Park Lane on Friday 24 June.
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Tony Fretton Architects has
won an international design
competition for the new Fuglsang
Cultural Centre in Denmark.

The 2,500m? exhibition complex
in Lolland includes a gallery space,
shop, café, learning centre and
play areas.

Funded by the Realdania
Foundation, a charitable
investment association, together
with a number of local authorities,
the centre will house Storstrem
Art Museum'’s fine art collection,
which is being moved from
Maribo, also in Denmark.

The scheme, designed with
Torben Schenherr Landscape,
was commended by the judges
for ‘incorporating the landscape
into the building complex as an
architectural element’.

Hans Jorgen Jensen, the chair
of the jury, said: The museum
building’s subtle references tothe
existing buildings are compelling,
and the entry presents a scheme of
discrete seclusion.’

One of the key features of the
project is a new brick building
that will boast a jagged roof and
‘decorated’ ceilings above the
exhibition spaces.

Fretton's scheme saw off
competition from several Danish
practices and an entry from Swiss
designer Gigon/Guyer.

This project represents
Fretton's second major Danish
project. The first was the Tietgens
Grund mixed-used scheme
in Copenhagen, due to be
completed next year.

Richard Waite

The Fuglsang Cultural Centre in
Lolland will house a gallery, shop,
café and alearning centre

26 May 2005
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Chelsea FCis to build on its success this season by opening a new
training academy in Cobham, Surrey. The Premiership champions
signed up sports specialist AFL to mastermind the ‘state-of-the-art’
project at the club’s existing training ground. The new facility will
include changing rooms for more than 50 players, a swimming pool,
gymnasium, medical facilities and pitches, Clad in brass brise-soleil, the
open-plan building will be naturally ventilated and will have a ‘green’
sedum roof. Work is expected to start on site in July and the training
academy is due to open in October 2006.

York University campus expansion
proposals slammed by lecturer

A leading environmental con-
sultant at the University of York
has condemned plans for a £500
million campus expansion.

The scheme, which is being
developed by HOK, has been
slammed by biology lecturer
Richard Firn, who sits on the
university’s environmental per-
formance group.

Firn said the proposals, which
would swallow up around 65
hectares of green-belt land, have
not been thought through.

“This is perhaps the biggest
development the city has ever
seen and it’s a mess, he said.

“The plans are so unimagina-
tive and they are simply finding
easy solutions.

‘If you look at the develop-
ment over the last five years, you
will struggle to find anything
with any architectural merit,and
these plans don’t auger well”

The current proposals would

8 |the architects’' journal

almost double the size of the
university’s campus and include
an academic centre, commercial
offices and a lake.

However, the lecturer claimed
that the university should
have looked at other options —
including converting the vacant
Terry’s chocolate factory build-
ing nearby — before eyeing up
the neighbouring farmland.

He added: ‘If you have to
build on green-belt land you
should make the footprint as
small as possible and design the
whole scheme to be as environ-
mentally benign as it can be. |
don’t see any evidence that this
has been the thinking.

Nevertheless, Firn said many
of the problems could have been
overcome with proper consulta-
tion, and he fears the plans will
now go before the ODPM.

‘That saddens me because

it would be a terrible waste of

money, which could have been
avoided, he said.

A group of villagers in nearby
Heslington are also up in arms.
They include architects Nick
Allen of Allen Tod Architecture
and David Strickland.

‘The people in the village are
very upset,’ Firn said. “There are

some very insensitive aspects of

the plan, including building a
road near the old church’

But a university spokesman
said: ‘Nothing is set in stone as
yet. This is an outline applica-
tion, but work is now being done
on the detail of the application
because the campus needs to be
up and running by 2008.

He added: “The plans have
come in for criticism from a
small number of people. But it
would be wrong to suggest that
just because this group is vocif-
erous it represents a majority.

Richard Waite

De Novo starts
first major project
A firm set up by three directors
who left Aukett last year fol-
lowing the shareholder revolt
has started a £16 million office
scheme in Leeds — the firm’s first
major commission.

De Novo Architecture — set
up by Stuart McLarty, Jai Sangh-
era and Gordon McKenzie — has
grown to 10 staff just six months
after starting up.

McLarty, formerly Aukett’s
marketing director, was forced
out by the revolt last year when
Jose Luis Ripoll took over the
firm — and he was followed out
by his two fellow directors.

But, with the latest project,
the trio appears to be back in
the big time. The development is
the second phase of Leeds Valley
Park for international office and
business park specialist Akeler
Developments.

The scheme comprises two
four-storey office buildings,
totalling 16,000m?2, and will fea-
ture a series of elevations, all clad
in timber.

26 May 2005
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Edinburgh plans tall building map

Edinburgh looks set to become subject to the strategic viewing cor-
ridor rules that have caused such a consistent problem for those
proposing skyscrapers in London.

Edinburgh City Council has commissioned a landscape architec-
ture office to assess where tall buildings should and should not be
situated in relation to the World Heritage Site and the rest of the his-
toric city centre.

It is understood that the council has commissioned Colvin and
Moggridge to analyse the city, because there has been a recent spate
of developers expressing an interest in building tall.

The move could leave developers and architects facing the same
problems as their counterparts in London.

In the capital, the heritage lobby, ranging from English Heritage
to more militant groups such as SAVE Britain's Heritage, have used
the strategic view regulations to object to schemes such as Grim-
shaw’s Minerva tower.

Colvin and Moggridge has worked in similar areas through-
out Britain; for example, representing the Royal Parks Agency in

objecting to the tall buildings element of London mayor Ken Living-
stone’s draft London Plan.

However, practice director Martin Bhatia insisted that its work
would simply be a tool for planners and would not be biased either
for or against skyscrapers.

‘All we are doing is creating a tool with which Edinburgh planners
can assess the impact of proposed tall buildings on the historic areas
of the city, he said.

‘Edinburgh council recognises that development in the city is
moving forward and it has decided that it needs this work in order to
move forward with confidence.

Bhatia said his firm would look to produce a ‘tall building contact
map’ for planners to assess which areas of the city would be affected
by proposals.

‘We want to give planners an understanding of the issues relating
to their city; Bhatia added. ‘We want them to be empowered to ask
the right questions.

Ed Dorrell

RIBA huys Easton Neston model for £180k

The RIBA has bought at auction
one of the most important 17th-
century architectural models
remaining in private hands.

The institute spent the best
part of £180,000 on the design
model for Nicholas Hawks-
moor’s Easton Neston in
Northamptonshire, commis-
sioned by William Fermor, First
Baron Lempster (1648-1711).

The oak model, which was
made in the 1690s, can be dis-
mantled to reveal its interior,
and features plasterwork details
carved into the wood.

Easton Neston is an aston-
ishingly grand house for its size,
and its interiors, as original-

ly built, formed a dramatic Hind picked up financial sup-

Nicholas Hawksmoor’s Easton Neston was the mostimportant 1 7th-century architectural model in private hands

‘Tve known and admired
this model since 1 first saw it

temporary display in the new

sequence of rooms packed clev-
erly into a relatively small area.
The model was sold this week
by Sotheby’s, during an auction
of the contents of Easton Nes-
ton. Its acquisition by the RIBA
followed a period of frantic fun-
draising by Charles Hind, HJ
Heinz curator of drawings.

STUDENT SHOWCASE

10| the architects' journal

port from the National Heritage
Memorial Fund (£90,275), the
National Art Collections Fund
(Art Fund) (£45,137), the Brit-
ish Architectural Library Trust
(£24,082) and the Museums,
Libraries and Archives Council’s
PRISM Fund (£18,055).

The model will shortly go on

architecture gallery at the Victo-
ria and Albert Museum, opened
last November as part of the
V&A and RIBA Partnership.

Hind said he was delighted
with the acquisition: ‘We are
incredibly grateful to the bodies
that have given us the money to
buy the model.

when I was an undergraduate in
the 1970s.

‘Although it’s a tremendous
shame that it’s leaving the house
after more than 300 years, there
is nowhere else more appropri-
ate for it to be kept than at the
RIBA, he added.

~ W Sean P Roberts produced this work for a site on the Deptford Creek peninsula

during the final year of his Part 1 at Kingston University. The brief was to develop
aschemein three phases, with the first part being an auction house that would
inspire and form an architectural language for the subsequent phases. The second
\ partwasa housing complex and the third part was a multifunctional building that
would include a casino, theatre, and bar.

Student Showcase is sponsored by Students’ Union, a website
set up by Union in association with The Architects’ Journal at
www.students-union.net. To submit work for publication in
Student Showcase, email a publication-quality image to

ajstudentshowcase@emap.com

STUDENTS

UNDK
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Gehry scales back ‘Tin Can Alley’

Frank Gehry descended on Hove last week to unveil his new, radically
scaled-down plans for the King Alfred leisure and housing develop-
ment —which fly in the face of CABE’s recommendations.

The internationally renowned architect was in Sussex last Friday
(20 May) for a special presentation to Brighton & Hove city council-
lors, known to be wary of tall buildings.

Gehry was selected to design the £250 million project in July 2003,
but has toned down his original proposals in light of local opposition
to the scheme’s height, which would have made it the tallest building
in Sussex.

The original project, dubbed “Tin Can Alley’ by locals, consisted of
four 120m-high towers, resembling crumpled cans.

But complaints forced the design to be scaled back to two shorter
towers — the tallest of which is now 84m — and a collection of perime-
ter buildings, despite CABE’s protestations at a design review meeting
on 9 February.

Gehry told the AJ:‘CABE thought it was too timid — they thought

OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES FOR SAAB 9-3 CONVERTIBLE RANGE IN MPG (LITRES/100KM): URBAN 20.2
Model illustrated Saab 9-3 Aero Convertible — on the road price

it should be higher. That surprised me, because there’s nothing else
that scale down here.

‘There was a single question that we have needed to answer since
we began — to make a group of buildings that, when built, would look
like they are at home and equally wouldn’t look like anything else.

‘Thope we've produced something that doesn’t stick out like a sore
thumb and we're going to keep going until we get it right. I didn’t
want to come here and trash the place. I want to be a good neigh-
bour, Gehry added.

The King Alfred scheme is a Gehry/HOK Sport project, which
is being developed for Karis Holdings. HOK Sport is collaborating
with Gehry to design the sports centre element, while Piers Gough of
CZWG, who originally hails from Hove, has been acting as an adviser
on the project.

New designs for the King Alfred development have been put
together ahead of a planning application to be submitted in August.

Rob Sharp




Duchy ‘frustrated’ as Poundbury plan pulled

The Duchy of Cornwall has hit out at a local
authority planning committee over its deci-
sion to reject proposals for an extension to
Poundbury, in Dorset.

The organisation, which represents the
Prince of Wales’ massive property interests, is
disappointed that the scheme for a high-den-
sity residential development by local practice
Lionel Gregory was thrown out last week.

It is additionally frustrated that the
project was rejected after it won the backing
of West Dorset District Council’s planning
department.

If the scheme — which is understood to be
up to five storeys tall — had got the go-ahead,
it would have involved the construction of
31 flats, two shops and residents’ parking.

But opposition to the scheme among
locals in the prince’s high-profile but con-
tentious village has hardened over the last
few months.

One resident, who preferred not to be
named, said: ‘Around 41 people wrote to
object to the plans, complaining that the
number of houses was too dense, equating to
110 dwellings per hectare rather than the 20
to 30 in the rest of Poundbury.

‘Campaigners also argued that the build-
ing was too large and would have blocked
daylight to existing homes; that there would
have been increased traffic, endangering
children; and that there was a lack of ameni-
ties, such as communal gardens, or public
services for residents, the local added.

However, a spokesman for the duchy hit
back, arguing that Lionel Gregory’s project
should have been given the green light.

‘The duchy is obviously disappointed
that West Dorset council has decided to
overrule its officers’ advice in rejecting
this scheme, which we believe fulfils all the
principles that Poundbury has successfully
established over the past 12 years, he said in
astatement.

‘It is a missed opportunity to provide a
significant amount of affordable housing to
rent and starter homes to buy in Dorchester.

‘We shall obviously now have to review
the situation with the applicants in light of
this decision,’ the spokesman added.

Ed Dorrell

Northumbrian architecture course wins ARB and RIBA approval

Both the ARB and the RIBA have

thrown their weight behind a new
architecture course at Northum-
bria University in Newcastle.

The move means that the
Architectural Design and Man-
agement Programme course is
now fully validated for Parts 1
and 2. Its qualifications are part
of the official route to becoming
a recognised architect.

A recent RIBA inspection was
the precursor to full validation.
Its inspector’s report commend-
ed the staff for creating ‘a strong
design school’, and applauded
the ‘quality of design achieved
by all students’.

The course aims to pro-
duce graduates who are able to
undertake creative design and
management roles within the

built environment, and progress
to the next stage of a conven-
tional architectural education.

The school also gives special
focus to the issues of manage-
ment in architectural design.

Professor David Fleming,
dean of Northumbria’s Built
Environment School, said he
was pleased with the news.

‘We are delighted that our

course has been recognised for
its high-quality teaching stand-
ards and its ability to work
closely with professionals - espe-
cially as our students have been
so successful in going on to find
employment in the field, he said.
‘This double endorsement
pays tribute to both our teaching
quality and our standing in the
profession, Fleming added.

It’s the Fahrenheit of fashion.
All year round.

The Saab 9-3 convertible also cuts a dash with the roof up. Because the real test of a soft-top
isn't summer. It's winter. And with a triple-layered roof, a sophisticated climate control system
and a choice of turbocharged engines, the Saab 9-3 Convertible is the ultimate all-season car.
For more information, visit your local Saab retailer, call 0845 300 9395 or visit www.saab.co.uk
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£70m casino plan for Southend

Atkins has released these images of its £70
million casino in Southend-on-Sea, Essex.

The brownfield project consists of a mixed-
use scheme including a 150-room hotel and
100 residential units.

Aninternal glazed street connects the
landscaped public realm with the building’s
interior, allowing the continuity of activity
outside to flow into, and around, the three
levels of dining areas, bars, retail spaces and live
entertainment inside.

Itis claimed that the casino’s design is
complementary in terms of scale and massing
to the existing late-Victorian Kursaal Casino,
which is next to the new scheme, at the eastern
end of Southend’s ‘Golden Mile".

Project directors Tom Gent and Charlie Kelly
were among four Atkins' architects who worked
on the scheme.

Gent, a former high-flyer at both Terry Farrell
Partners and Foster and Partners, said of the
scheme: The flanking walls on the two sides of
the internal street, which takes the public realm
into the heart of the project, are modelled on an
exposed rock face that is backlit at night.

This counteracts the glazing on the front of
the project and forms a continuation of active
edges across the scheme.’

The project, which will be submitted for
planning in July 2005, also complements a
seafront masterplan by EDAW, commissioned
earlier this year.

Rob Sharp
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Atkins has
designed the
schemetoinclude
a150-room
hoteland 100
residential units
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editorial letters
Revelling in the past and embracing
change? Poundbury can’t have hoth
There is a way of telling the Poundbury story that makes ~ Foreign Office stands This followed the piece head-
by its Expo 2005 stand  ed ‘Window blunder pain for

it sound progressive. The Prince of Wales' intervention,
atamoment backin the 1980s when Dorset District
Council was eyeing up a great swathe of Duchy of
Cornwall-owned land to meet itsimmediate housing
needs, was prompted by a genuine desire to prevent
the mindless suburban sprawl that would have
inevitably ensued.

Thefirst phase of Leon Krier's Poundbury was relatively
high-density, with 40 houses per acre, compared with
20in the neighbouring council estate, and challenged
the perceived wisdom that customers want their houses
to be detached. Buyers quickly cottoned onto the fact
that the more efficient use of space meant that the
terraced housing offered far more internal space for the
same asking price. Poundbury also proved that edge-
of-town communities can be tailored to pedestrians,
and that highways can play second fiddle to courtyards,
squares and lanes.

As the Urban Design Group's Robert Cowan declared
inthe AJin 2003 (AJ 3.7.03): ‘There is no reason why
Poundbury’s basic structure could not be the basis for
development built in a variety of styles, which might or
might not draw on Classical or local vernacular models.
The traffic could circulate in the same way, the building
could enclose space in the same way and uses could be
mixed in the same way'.

The duchy’s willingness to introduce a high-density
residential development into the Poundbury mix (see page
13) reinforces the contention that it is more interested in
developing and evolving a functioning community than
in simply creating an essay in nostalgic pastiche.

But aesthetics cannot be cast aside so easily. The fact
that the residents object to the building comes as little
surprise. Given that they have been trained to forgo
clothes dryers, television aerials and satellite dishes and
to ask permission to change the colour of their own front
door, they could be forgiven for believing that 'keeping
things the same’is a goal in its own right. You cannot
make a town look like a Christmas card and expect its

residents to be receptive to change.
Isabel Allen
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I'm sorry that our UK pavilion in
Aichi, Japan, was not to the liking
of Mr Bert Carlton-Jones, Can-
terbury (Letters,AJ 19.5.05).

He should know that his
particular needs for an ‘exhibi-
tion stand’ never featured in our
client brief, delivered by the For-
eign & Commonwealth Office,
which identified a very specific
visitor profile.

Our solution has enjoyed
prime-time national TV cov-
erage, increased our visitor
numbers from 7,000 to 17,000
over two months and been voted
as one of the top five pavilions by
readers of a national newspaper.

However, in the context of
‘interpretive architecture), the
rejection of ‘user-friendly prac-
tices’ in favour of ‘architecture
as king’ does open up serious
debate. How does he reflect on
the demise of cultural initiatives
such as The Earth Centre and
The National Centre of Popular
Music?

With these projects, high-
quality architecture does not
salvage the inability of clients
and project managers to under-
stand the concept of ‘narrative
environments’

As interpretive designers,
we have completed and been
involved with many lottery-
funded projects. Often, we have
found that the architectural
team may be exposed and mar-
ginalised through the inability
of procuring bodies to define a
holistic and integrated proc-
ess that will enable long-term
viability for these idiosyncratic
building types.

Peter Higgins, via email

In defence of Hackney's
window ‘blunder’

Bruce Rowling’s letter (A]
12.5.05) makes some mislead-
ing statements about ‘threats’
to Gore Road in Hackney, east
London.

conservation area’ (AJ 05.05.05)
and it's a pity this was not
accompanied by a photograph,
which could have allowed your
readers to decide for themselves
whether the new windows at 104
Gore Road are indeed the ‘thin
end of an insidious wedge’.

The building had been squat-
ted and had stood vacant for
several years. The windows are
double-glazed, but they are also
wooden, painted and, in terms
of design and appearance, in
complete sympathy with this
unlisted Victorian building.

The council has, over the past
year, engaged with the Crown
Estate to protect the appearance
of the other 67 properties in
Gore Road. It is true that agents
advising the Crown Estate origi-
nally proposed the replacement
of the windows in Gore Road
because of the maintenance costs
involved, but it was the council
that persuaded the Crown Estate
to abandon this approach.

We have achieved this result
purely through negotiation,
as the Crown Estate has until
recently been exempt from plan-
ning control. Indeed, part of
the debate on the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act has
been to bring the Crown Estate
in line with everyone else in
terms of planning permission.

Hackney council remains
committed to protecting the
appearance of the Gore Road
conservation area and we will
continue to work with the
Crown Estate to achieve this.
Sue Foster, London Borough
of Hackney

‘Failed’ Harlow is worth
a second glance
Once again I come across nega-
tive prejudice of our town in
your magazine (Maritz Vanden-
berg’s letter, A] 28.4.05).

It’s sloppy and simplistic to
imply that Harlow is a ‘failed
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experiment to which the public
has been subjected’. It is, in fact,
full of low-rise housing, arranged
in ‘traditional’ terraces and
squares and including private
gardens. Contrary to received
prejudice, concrete and flat roofs
are in short supply, and brick, tile
and pitched roofs predominate.

I encourage you to recon-
sider Harlow in light of the
housing debate today. I suspect
the impartial will find much of
relevance.

Alastair Howe, Harlow

Clarifications to the
ARB’s tax situation

I would like you to please pub-
lish a correction about your
article headlined ‘ARB stumps
up unpaid tax bill’ (AJ 19.5.05).
I made two things clear in the
course of the telephone conver-
sation, neither of which have
been printed.

The first is that the payments
do not relate solely to board
members. They relate to all those
members of the profession who
have assisted the ARB by serving
on working parties, committees,
assessment panels, competence
groups and others.

The second is that I did not
‘admit’ to anything that has
not been previously published.
At the board meeting of 11
November 2004, the board’s
treasurer explained what had
occurred and the settlement
that had been reached with the
Inland Revenue.

Robin Vaughan, ARB, London

Could new rules lead to
an abuse of power?

I am comforted to have, from
the chief executive of the
ARB, an assurance that the
powers enshrined in the rule
changes brought in last year are
to be applied with restraint.

The chief executive can assert
that board members have ‘no
problem with the board’s cor-
porate governance, since to be

26 May 2005

patent glazing.

The photo shown above is
the view from my office win-
dow at 2.10pm on Friday 20
May 2005.

The other photo (right) is
from my secretary’s window.
Richard Falconer, Painswick

Rogers provides a break from leaky pseuds

At last, an architect’s philosophy we can understand (Richard
Rogers In Practice (A] 19.5.05). Hitherto, most of the comments
have been worthy of Pseud’s Corner. We particularly enjoyed
the practice who were so involved in their ‘critical interdisci-
plinary discourse’ that they had failed to notice the leak in the

on the board they must provide
an undertaking to not make any
public comment that would call
any decision of the board into
question (see rule 8.1).
My  concerns
remain that:
® Resolutions of the board may
be passed without there being
a meeting of the board. This is
of concern because the point
of meetings is the exchange of
opinion (see rule 4(iii)).
® Once authorised, the chief
executive may act on behalf of
the board without any further
reference. This refers to rule
4(iv), which says: “The CE, chair
and other officers have such del-
egated authority to act on behalf
of the board as may be author-
ised by the board.
® Any or all of the elected
members may be removed from
office by appointed members

therefore

voting en bloc. This circum-
stance arises from the reduction
of the quorum to 50 per cent
— the accused board member
being ineligible to vote and the
majority being without regard
to abstentions (see rule 7(vi)).
® The registrar, who is also the
board’s chief executive, may alter
candidates’ election statements
while at the same time continu-
ing as the electoral returning
officer. This refers to rule 5.8:
“The returning officer shall have
the right to edit any election
statement because it contains
statements of a misleading or
inaccurate nature. In such a
situation, the candidate will be
offered the opportunity to edit
their election statement. If they
reject this, the returning officer
will edit the statement.

It is for your readers to judge
whether these rule changes

could lead to an abuse of power
by the executive of ARB.
Kate Macintosh, Winchester

Who was the real
pioneer of the suburhs?
I have not read Clare Melhuish
and Pierre d’Avoine’s Housey
Housey: A Pattern Book of Ideal
Homes, but Elain Harwood’s
review (AJ 19.5.05) encourages
me to seek it out.

I am surprised though that
someone with her huge knowl-
edge should write in the review:
‘Ebenezer Howard was but the
most famous clerk to take up
commuting.’ Howard did not; he
advocated self-contained small
towns away from the large cities,
not suburbs.

Is Ms Harwood confusing
him with, say, Dame Henrietta
Barnett, begetter of Hampstead
Garden Suburb?

David W Lloyd, Old Harlow

Parliament should
appreciate its pigeons
When pigeons are treated as a
problem it suggests a hostile
attitude to science (‘Scottish Par-
liament handed messy problem
as pigeons swoop on building,
AJ 19.5.05).

Charles Darwin was such an
important scientist he appears
on the English £10 note. In
the first chapter of The Origin
of Species, entitled ‘Variation
Under Domestication, Darwin
wrote: ‘Believing that it is always
best to study some special group,
I have, after deliberation, taken
up domestic pigeons.

In view of Darwin’s evolu-
tionary theory, pigeons deserve
a bit more gratitude and respect.
Alex Chablo, Manchester

Please address letters to the editor
at The Architects’ Journal, 151
Rosebery Avenue, London ECTR
4GB, fax 0207505 6701, oremail
angela.newton@emap.comto
arrive by 10am on the Monday
before publication.

the architects’ journal |18




_ simon allford

iNn practice

Life may still go on, hut poor
models of education must not

There was much discussion during the week
about architecture and matters of life and
death, Which only highlights the eternal
architectural dilemma: you are trained to live
and breathe architecture at all costs, only to
realise (as some other earth-shattering news
is conveyed) that there is more to life, notably
life itself.1 am of the belief that the more you
set out to enjoy life, and the architecture that
springs out of it, the more likely you are to
produce enjoyable, even uplifting, buildings;
whichis about all you could (should) hope for.

Atthe Architectural Association, three
short-listed candidates communicated their
ideas for the school. There is much politicking
going on at Bedford Square. Whatever the
outcome, | hope the school learns two things:
thatitis not the centre of the world, and that
it needs to do more to match its ambition to
the world outside. The questions faced by its
voters are very similar to those of the current
world model of architectural education. Do
you pursue a successful, yet perhaps overly
comfortable, academic model, orreally shake
things up with a radical shift?

Thisinterests me, sincelamon the AA
council, avisiting professor at the Bartlett,
and RIBA's vice-president for education. |
therefore view these matters from a variety of
perspectives.lam notalone: RIBA has many
lines of thinking. Indeed, whatever view
itoffers, itis frequently incompatible with
the views of SCHOSA, ARB, university vice-
chancellors, or any of the other bodies . This
isinevitable: people see things differently
because they have different interests.

My view is inevitably eased, adjusted and
informed by the situation | find myselfin and
thelessons | learn, or am often summarily
taught. Primarily, we need an intelligent,
open and forward-thinking profession
expanding the horizons of architecture. There
isnosingle way, so Parts 1,2 and 3 are up for

‘Primarily, we need an intelligent, open and
forward-thinking profession expanding the
horizons of architecture’
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review. We need new models and we need

to open education up, allowing transfers in
and out: more people studying architecture,
yet fewer architects. The artificial division
between practice and academe is stultifying:
architecture is not about sub-disciplines. The
strength of UK education is that a number of
different models have the potential to exist,
the weakness is that they do not: we see the
same model adjusted everywhere.

Thatis now, and | hope things will change.
The choices are many: are schools still to
be accredited, validated, or prescribed by
RIBA, ARB or others? Do we protect function
ortitle? Is architectural education three,
four orfive years, or an as yet undefined
other? Is itexclusively academic or (perhaps
more interestingly) exclusively in practice?
Ultimately, architecture faces the same
dilemma as Umberto Eco faced in his Travels
in Hyperreality. As a tourist in America, he
was confronted by seven different waxwork
versions of Leonardo’s The Last Supper. The
question always asked was: which was the
more real, the reproduction of waxworks
or of the Renaissance painting? One, a poor
colour Xerox of afast-fading canvas, the
other, the three-dimensional waxwork that
you could not only view but, for escalating
fees, photograph, enter and finally sit down
and dine with the boys. | am afraid that, at this
momentin time, education offers a similarly
illusory and unsatisfactory choice between
two poor models, both of which are a myth
rather than reality.

This came home to me on a Friday off.
Matters of life and death were resolved by
an explanation that a dodgy ECG did not
necessarily signify a dodgy end; that the
AA will survive but needs to do more; that
architectural education is self-serving, tired
and must change; and that prosaic events like
football matches remain of vital importance.

P+HS Architects
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STANDING STEEL

Probably the smallest-ever subject for an AJ Building Study, this
crafted studio in south Wiltshire by Klaentschi and Klaentschi
Architects is both office workspace and resonant garden object

By Barrie Evans. Photographs by Benedict Luxmoore/arcaid.co.uk




Skétching outideas
forthe garden studio.
Opposite: taking on
board theidea of the
leyline, reflected in
the‘causeway’ made
of concrete lintels

Coincidence? A ley — also ‘ley line), variously
understood asa‘perceived straightalignment,
an ‘old straight track’ or an element in a ‘grid
of spiritual energy’ (see www.leyhunter.com)
— runs 18km from Stonehenge to Clearbury
Ring, on the way taking in Old Sarum, Salis-
bury Cathedral and a small standing stone
where this new studio has been built. Though
neither client nor architect is seduced by
pagan mysticism, architect Hans Klaentschi
is ready to take the poetic idea of a pilgrim
route, with pilgrims polishing the stones as
they rub against them, and now the new stu-
dio is polished stainless steel along the ley.
Of course, there are other more main-
stream architectural reasons for using
cladding this way. The ‘presence’ of the steel
is in keeping with the architect’s overall
approach of letting materials and compo-
nents speak for themselves, each articulated,
creating the sense of a building assembled.

24 the architects’ journal

The client found his architect, Klaentschi
and Klaentschi, after collecting his wife from
asports club in the area. The Victoria Sports
Pavilion had been designed by the practice.
Hans Klaentschi suggests that the client is in
fact the only person who likes the building,
though he protests too much. It won a Civic
Trust Award in 2002. That steel and glass
pavilion can be enclosed in storey-height
steel shutters of perforated galvanised C-
section scaffolding planks that roll or winch
into place, and the same inventive approach
to materials, components and mechanisms
is evident in the client’s new studio.

The new building’s form and materi-
als also derive very much from its context.
Located in the garden of a listed brick manor
house, it replaces an earlier flat-roofed
studio, which was largely hidden from the
house by a brick garden wall that formed
part of its structure. Although retaining a

strip of this flat roof adjacent to this wall, the
new roof now slopes steeply above it, clearly
visible. The new building has the geometry
of a rough-hewn monolith. Seen from the
house side (the east), the new roof’s rain-
screen cladding of rusting mild steel plates
blends with the colour of the existing
masonry, and in silhouette echoes the steep
pitches of the clay-tiled house roof. (This
polite response has something to do with
the client family’s differences about whether
the architectural language here should be
ancient or modern. And it drew little objec-
tion from English Heritage.)

Out of sight of the house, the studio’s
language changes. Its north wall is existing
masonry with rusting steel-plate cladding, the
plates neatly rounded at each horizontal joint.
The other walls are sheer planes of stainless
steel and frameless glazing; fixings counter-
sunk to emphasise the prismatic geometry. On
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the principal, west, facade, no longer orthogo-
nal on plan, the stainless-steel plane rises to
6m, including a 5m-high door.

Making this door work is typical of an
architect who has always made things since
he was a small child. He is, he says, ‘fascinated
by how ready-made things come together’
He purpose-designed the hinges, and the
operating mechanism comes from a com-
pany more used to dealing with large hanger
doors (see Working Details, pages 30-31).

This hands-on feel to making a build-
ing continues within, to the stainless-steel
WC/shower pod, the sculpted workbench
and to the laser-aligned untreated birch ply
lining panels with their precise gap joints.
It is a testing environment, with unexpect-
ed strong daylight from a rooflight filling
the studio, highlighting every panel joint.
Klaentschi has, he says, ‘a thing about the
sky’. The architect’s own house, a modern
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reworking of the long barn form, has a roof-
light the whole length of the ridge.

The frameless glazing provides a pano-
rama across the garden, the view initially
seeming constricted by the low window head
height, but providing a sweeping prospect
when seated at the desk. This lowering of the
window head helps emphasise the dramatic
height of the west wall.

Getting such a building built was, unsur-
prisingly, not that easy. Contractor David
Cherrie, a man in the craft tradition, was for-
tunately already known to the client. The focus
on fixings and on joint alignments in particu-
lar made big demands. For example, while
every steel panel was drawn by the architect,
Cherrie preferred to create his own templates
at critical points. It was not a quick build, but
it is evidently put together with care.

Finding someone to produce the flush
glazing units for such a small project took

o S

STOU

the architect six months. With his experi-
ence of building in timber, the architect
hoped to frame the building completely with
this material. Concerned that the building
would blow over, engineer Mark Lovell came
back with a steel-framed proposal; a com-
promise was reached, centred on two steel
posts. Overall, steelwork was prefabricated
in three pieces and was then welded up on
site. Timber framing was done on site and
the bathroom pod was first made up in the
factory by Metaltech.

The result is an elemental form, not over-
wrought, the detailing not too precious, the
location fitting — in fact and in myth. A set of
ideas has been carried through with convic-
tion, without evident compromise (though
compromises always happen). This strong
personal statement by architect and client
should be a stimulating workplace for many
years to come.
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floor plan
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West elevation.
Opposite, celebrating
the technology of the
5m-highdoor
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SPECIFICATION

DEMOLITION

Part-demolish existing garden structure

DRAINAGE

New foul drain connection to existing septic tank.
Soakaways

GROUNDWORKS

New strip foundations and concrete pad foundations.
Concrete slab. Tanking/DPM

FRAME

Combined steel and timber frame, fully insulated,
breather membrane

WALLS

Existing brick and flint walls repaired and extended.
New walling either 4mm mild steel or 3mm stainless-
steel cladding

ROOF

New part flat roofing to east of existing structure.
4mm mild steel rainscreen to new roof structure
ROOFLIGHT

Lonsdale Metal Co framing and opening light
WINDOWS

Existing window replaced with purpose-made joinery.
Elsewhere, frameless glazing from Structural Glazing
DOOR

Combined steel and timber structure clad in 3mm
stainless steel, with Surelock McGill fittings

FLOOR

Forbo flooring on Canadian T&G ply deckon
Styrofoam

FITTINGS

3mm stainless steel shower and WC box. Birch

ply lining to walls and ceilings. Cupboards from
Sentry solid door blanks. American walnut worktop.
Corbusier chaise

SANITARY

W&G Sissons stainless-steel sink, basin and WC pan
ELECTRICAL

Dimplex storage and fan heaters. Sadia unvented
water heater. Vent Axia LuminAir combined extract
and light. Concealed fluorescent lighting with
adjustable, recessed spotlights

EXTERNAL WORKS

Causeway of precast concrete lintels. Gravel path

CREDITS

TENDER DATE

July 2003

START ONSITE

September 2003

GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR AREA

25m’

FORM OF CONTRACT

Based on JCT 80 Minor Works

ARCHITECT

Klaentschi and Klaentschi Architects

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

Mark Lovell Design Engineers

CONTRACTOR

David Cherrie

SUBCONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS

Steelwork, cladding, door, shower box Metaltech;
door fittings Surelock McGill; rooflight Lonsdale
Metal Company; glass Warminster Glass Co;
windows Structural Glazing; floor Forbo Flooring;
plywood worktop, lintels Sydenhams; electrical Keith
Birningham; plumbing, drainage Justin Woods;

sink, basin, WC W&G Sissons; shower Trevi Showers;
landscaping Michael Hill; Corbusier chaise The Studio;
insulation Dow (Styrofoam); light/extract Vent Axia
(LuminAir); space heaters Dimplex; water heater Sadia

WEBLINKS

Mark Lovell Design Engineers
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@wcmking details

A monolithic studio
set off with a
steel-framed door

The studiois designed as a
monolithic structure; like a
megalithic standing stone, it
stands on a ley-line indicated by
a'causeway’ of precast concrete
lintels.

The pitched roof and walls are
clad with 4mm mild steel sheets,
all except for the west wall
alongside the causeway, which
is clad with 3mm stainless steel
sheets.

The steel sheetsactasa
rainscreen for the studio; and
are fixed to treated timber
battens backed with a breather
membrane, insulated timber
studworkanda 150 x 150mm
SHS steel frame. The internal
walls are lined with 15mm
birch-faced ply panels, backed
with 8mm high-grade insulation,
lined both sides with foil, which
acts as a vapour control layer.

The door to the studio is set
at the north-west cornerand is
nearly 4m high and 1.4m wide.
Like the wall, it is clad with 3mm
stainless steel sheets which
extend beyond the corner.

They are fixed with countersunk
screws and neoprene separating
pads to a frame of paired
70x70mm SHSs and

33 x70mm channels.

Internally, the door is lined
with 1220 x 2440 x 44mm
door blanks fixed through a
8mm high-grade foil-backed
insulation rainscreen to the steel
frame. The door swings on three
purpose-made hinges; each is
a320x122mm x 10mm hinge
plate, with a pair of 50 x 50mm
RSAs welded toitata50°angle,
with a 25mm bore steel tube set
between them, on which the
door pivots. The hinge plate is
bolted back to an SHS post.

To eliminate draughts, the
rainscreen panels extend
beyond the corner of the door
and below the threshold; brush
draught excluders and P-shaped
gaskets are also fitted at the
head and foot.

Susan Dawson
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