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(Ccauncillors play to the gallery entirely for local ends 
just to make life as difficult as possible for deuelopers"#Swiss Re 

opens its doors
P^Ts Gough accuses Camden counclilors of whipping up public hostnityiow^rds 
his plansfor a £10 million residential development InWestHampsteadT^^BB

Country houses face new threat
‘As far as lacking the essential formality of a country house, the 

evidence is that style is irrelevant to whether a building meets the 
test of being truly outstanding in terms of its architecture.

' rhere is no requirement in the guidance that it should be formal 
inspector’s report that rejected a proposal by Batterton Tyack Associ- in style,’ he told the court. ‘Condemning the design because it lacks
ates because it was not in the mould of a Classical country house- has formality is contrary to all the evidence and perverse.’
set a dangerous precedent.

Both legal observers and the project architect have warned 
that the decision could sound the death knell 
for any Modernist or non-Classical coun­
try house schemes.

They are concerned that planners and 
inspectors will use the case as an excuse to 
throw out any PPG 7 applications that ‘don’t 
have the formality and symmetry of a house 
such as Chatsworth’.

The future of country houses came under renewed threat last week 
from a High Court ruling, regardless of whether lohn Prescott per­
forms a U-turn and decides to retain the PPG 7 clause this summer.

Campaigners are alarmed that the judgment - upholding an

And project architect Susan Casswell said she found 
the reasons ‘galling’. 'I had been under the impression 
that we were certainly on the right track and that we 

\ were going to win this one. But the whole planning 
k appeal was very negative from the start, and the 
% reasons for refusal were quite extraordinary.
\ ‘The inspector said that the scheme lacked the 

W formality of a country house and asked me why it 
didn’t look like Chatsworth and why a (Hassical 

architect had not been employed,’ Casswell added.
However, rejecting the appeal against the inspector’s decision at the 

High Court last week, the judge said he ‘did not consider that the
Batterton Tyack’s scheme, for an Arts and 

Crafts-style home in the country, outside Shrews­
bury, was rejected at an inquiry last year despite the inspector insi>ectormadeanerroroflaw’. 
admitting its design and landscaping was exemplary - the two most 
important caveats of the PPG 7 clause.

However, the inspector decided that the scheme should 
be rehised because it failed to meet his concept of a Classical 
country house.

It is understood that both the client and Lord Kingsland are consid­
ering taking the case to the House of Lords.

A spokesman for the ODPM has denied that there are delays 
in the publication of the PPG 7 replacement, PPS 7. He insisted the 
document was important for the future of the rural economy and that 

The client’s legal representative at the Higli Court, Lord Kingsland the government is determined to ensure that it ‘gets this one right’. 
QC, said the reasons for the scheme’s refusal were mistaken. Ed Dorr^ll

Roche withdraws 
from RIBA race
Maverick council member Chris 
Roche has pulled out of the run­
ning for the RIBA presidency.

Writing to RIBA chief execu­
tive Richard Hastilow, RiK'he said: 
‘Having given this a good deal of 
thought, I have decided to with­
draw from the race. I have two 
small children and I feel my com­
mitments may not be compatible 
with the role of president.

‘Moreover, 1 accept my more 
radical proposals may be a little 
ahead of their time,’ he added.

The east London-based sole 
practitioner courted controversy 
at the beginning of the year with 
proposals to hold a referendum 
on the riba’s royal charter.

The remaining candidates are 
Ian Salisbury, Simon Poxell, 
Richard Saxon, Jack Pringle, 
Valerie Owen and Brian Godfrey.
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The Barbican Art Gallery 
reopens this week after a 
£1 million redesign by Aiiford 
Hall Monaghan Morris.The work 
reveals its'transformation into 
an autonomous and flexible 
world-class arts venue'a 
spokesman for the architect 
said.The two-storey gallery has 
been sealed off from both the 
library and foyer below to 
provide 140m‘ of new floor 
space. Key elements of the 
original architecture were 
restored.'Subtle but key 
interventions respect the 
Modernist principles of this 
Gradell-iisted building but 
leave a fundamentally improved 
space/the spokesman added. 
Original concrete columns 
rising up through the gallery 
contrast with new flooring, 
a resin-bound quartz and 
mother-of-pearl aggregate.
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★ ★CCwhen Austria joined in 1935 virtually anyone
who could wield a p^^was^cla^^ as an architect#" ★ ★

John Wright, chairman of tb« Architects'Council of Europe in Brussels and the 
RIBA European Affairs Committee, on the expansion of the EU 14-19

Wilkinson Eyre joins Alsop in Liverpool waterfront renaissance

This latest panorama illustrates both the siting of Wilkinson Eyre Architects 
new competition-winning designs for the Kings Dock {right) and Alsop 
Architects'plans for the Fourth Grace {left) on Liverpool's waterfront. The 
Kings Dock proposal has responded to demand from local regeneration 
agencies for a'major lattdmark'on the riverfront with a 10,000-seat 
multipurpose arerta and a conference centre boasting a 1,500-seat 
auditorium. The scheme - which sits wHhin an EDAW masterplan for lartd 
next to the Albert Docks - will include an 6,000m' exhibition space, a multi­

storey car parkand a r>ew plaza. Wilkinson Eyre director Chris Wilkinson 
said:'There'san opportunity to design truly worid-dass, landmark 
structures in what is an internationally recognised setting.' The site is just 
along the River Mersey from Alsop's proposed Fourth Grace, a mixed-use 
multicoloured pod known by locals as the'Cloud' Wilkinson Eyre's scheme 
Is due for completion in time for the Capital of Culture celebrations in 2008. 
The new Images form part of an exhilMtIon run by Liverpool Vision called 
'On The Waterfront'.

Dutch to join illustrious 
Hyde Park pauilion club

ARB misconduct 
case thrown out
An Edinburgh-based architect 
was cleared of professional 
misconduct last Friday after 
the ARB’s Professional Conduct 
Committee (PCC) threw out the 
case against her.

After hearing the evidence, 
the PCC decided that Lesley 
Robertson of Lesley E Robertson 
Architects had no case to answer.

She was charged with failing to 
provide drawings or documents 
that were fit for purpose, failing to 
work according to the Scottish 
Minor Works Contract and fail­
ing to carry out work with due 
care, skill and attention.

Robertson was first reported 
to the ARB last year by Antonino 
Falsone, who had employed her 
to oversee a domestic house 
extension in Edinburgh.

However, after the evidence 
was presented to the PCC in 
Glasgow last week, Robertson’s 
lawyer successfully demanded 
that the case be thrown out.

The ARB’s Alan Peacock said 
he was unconcerned by the 
result as ‘it proved the PCC’s 
independence’.

Dutch practice MVRDV is to 
join a select Hyde Park hall of 
fame by designing this year’s 
Serpentine Gallery Pavilion, the 
AJ can reveal.

This year, instead of being a 
summer event, the pavilion will 
open at the beginning of winter 
because MVRDV’s designs aim 
to‘redefine the concept’.

The Rotterdam-based outfit 
stole the show at Hanover’s Expo 
2000 with a blocky design on sev­
eral floors, with external stairs 
wrapping around the building.

This project won widespread 
acclaim, picking up a nomination 
for the Mies van der Rohe Award, 
the European Union Prize for 
t^^ntemporary Architecture.

MVRDV aims to turn heads 
in Hyde Park with a similarly 
dramatic expression, though it 
is unlikely to rival in size the 
40m-high ‘vertical landscape’ that 
impressed Expo visitors.

SB April SOQ4

The practice’s ‘design phil­
osophy’ focuses on ‘diversity’, 
inviting different disciplines to 
collaborate.

Maas is no stranger to Britain 
and teaches at the Architectural 
Association as well as European 
design and technical schools in 
Delft, Amsterdam and Rotter­
dam. He has written and edited 
books including Farmax: Exair- 
sions on Density, which explores 
ways of saving empty ^aces from 
being overrun with low-level 
urban sprawl.

Meanwhile, his firm has won, 
or been nominated for, prizes 
for work including oflfices in the 
Netherlands, three porters’ lodges 
and exhibition design.

The gallery will host talks and 
events in the temporary struc­
ture, which will include a cafe 
and bar area. Arup will engineer 
the design.

MVRDV turned heads in Hanover

The firm refused to comment 
on the coup but it joins a high- 
profile club. Past Summer 
Pavilion designers have been 
Zaha Hadid (2000), Daniel Libe- 
skind (2001),ToyoIto (2002) and 
Oscar Niemeyer (2003).

MVRDV was set up in 1991 by 
Winy Maas, )acob van Rijs and 
Nathalie de Vries, and works 
from an old printing depot. The 
2004 pavilion is likely to explore 
the issues of density, nature and 
artificiality that have obsessed 
the practice throughout its 
13-year history. Jez Abbott
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Above: an instant icon. Left: meeting room
and balcony. Views are dramatic but the double
skin facade makes the outside seem distant

Swiss Re opened its doors to journalists this
week,revealing the building's dramatic interior
spiaces.and showing how bennett interior
design has risen to the challenge of fitting out
Foster and Partners'iconic city landmark.

The building's radial organisation revolves
around a central services and circulation core:
an arrangement which takes fuil advantage of
daylight and views but fails to provide the large
office floors traditionally demanded by city
clients. Spiralling lightwells divide each floor
plate into six (almost) orthogonal areas with
stepped internal balconies acting as break-out

space.
bennett interior design has fitted out floors

2-15 for owner-occupier Swiss Re using a
neutral palette of materials complemented by
USM's Modular Furniture in steel blue and grey
and keeping internal partitions to a height of
1,100mm so as not to obstruct the spectacular
panoramic views.

For the AJ's expert verdict, turn the page.

CRLDIIS

ARCHITECT

Foster and Partners
INTERIOR DESIGNER

bennett interior design
MAE ENGINEER/CONSULTANT

Hilson Moran Parirrership
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

Arup
ACOUSTIC CONSULTANT

Sandy Brown Associates
LIGHTING DESIGN

Speirsand Major

O Drawings and more images at aJplus.co.uk
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THE VERDICT
This b certainty a technically clever building in that it is a simple cor>cept done 
in a complicated way - or maybe the other way around. Its form, developed 

the computational fluid dynamics of air flow and engineering 
considerations - also,as Norman Foster said, resemblirtg the Fibbonacci series 
of a pine cone, or the unbuilt roof spire at the pre-fire St Paul's or Barnes Wallis' 
Wellington bomber - is intended to bea'celebration of the people who work in 
the building rather than the services that supply it'. By regularising the 
floorplate toaccommodate the seating arrangement -a difficulty created 
the plan form in the first place - the result becomes simply a standard, 
competent modem office. The internal glazed screens necessary for 
compartmentation and air-flow are intrusive;their reflections are distracting 
and block off theoriginal senseofspatial freedom. The feeling ofopenessis 
further undermined by expensive, clunky office partitioning. However, It is still 
a spectacular structure. Asked whether he was happy with the fit out Foster 
said; 1 could do you a house but then the fit out will be your prerogative,' 
adding that he was pleased that he had 'been able to influertce the corKept in 
bringing light and views into the space.'

Swiss Re is not quite the'eco-tower'that Foster envisaged and 
lacks the thorough-going radicalism of the Frankfurt 
Commerzbank. Its fit-out is disappointing. Yet both externally 
(it is an instant, largely popular landmark) and internally it 
breaks new ground for the City in a way that only Norman 
Foster, perhaps, could achieve. Contrary to expectations- 
circular office towers rarely make practical sense - the (basically 
rectangular) floor plates are highly efficient. The lightwells that 
extend up the building and the double-skin facade contribute 
to an energy strategy that is, for London, extremely progressive 
- though the double-skin removes the sense of immediacy with 
the exterior. (Doubtless a boon for vertigo sufferers...) The 
restaurant and lounge at the top of the building are spectacular 
(though inaccessible to the public). Here is a project in which 
the visionary and the commercial meet head on, setting an 
example to which others (Rogers and British Land at the 
LeadenhallTower,for instance) are responding with vigour.

AUSTINWILLIAMS
TECHNICAL EOITOR,THE ARCHITEaS'JOURNAL

KENNETH POWELL 
ARCHITECTURE CRITIC
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Curtain walling: MC Trame Facetted 

Windows; Top hung concealed vents 
Project: King’s College Hospital. London 

Architect: Nightingale Associates

Technal's MC Trame Horitontale fecetted

curtain walling has been used to create a 

striking curved fa?ade for the north 

elevation of a new clinical building at 

King’s College Hospital.

The system has produced a gentle curve, 

spanning four storeys, to give maximum 

daylight, space planning flexibility and 

to allow views across London from the

upper floors. The curtain walling is glazed 

in smoke grey tinted glass to reduce 

glare and carries around 200 concealed 

windows for natural ventilation.

A distinctive aerofoil cap runs across 

the facade providing horizontal emphasis 

and forming an arrowhead return at the 

extreme ends of the glazed screen to add 

interest and accentuate the curve.

r n
L J

TECHNAL
Inspirational Facade Solutions

0113 296 1400

info@technal.co.uk
www.technal.co.uk

enquiry 3 on card
www.aiplus.co.uk/ajdirect



Piers Gough slams Camden chiefs

CZWG's scheme for 72 flats on a triangular site along West Hampstead's Fortune Green Road will go toappeai

probably lose on appeal, just to make life as difficult as possible for 
developers. It’s crap and I’m fed up with it.’

Friends of Hampstead Cemetery urged the council to be as 
‘aggressive and as thorough’ as needed to deal with the planning 
application.

Tory councillors complained that the four-storey development was 
l(X) big, while Labour criticised the lack of affordable homes.

Gough claimed that he could trace the problems back to bad 
feelings over a CZWG application for a scheme of 10 houses two 
years ago: ‘They turned it down and we went to appeal. The inspec­
tor didn’t just say it was an unbalanced decision, he went into 
overdrive about how good the scheme was. It was a devastating 
denial of their decision.’

CZWG associate Luigi Beltrandi said an appeal for the Fortune 
Green Road scheme was due around September. A government 
inspector will be appointed and local residents may be invited 
to make presentations.

CZWG boss Piers Gough has hit out with fury at planners after 
Camden scuppered proposals for a £10 million project including flats 
and a fitness centre.

Gough said his scheme for a triangular site on West Hampstead’s 
Fortune Green Road ground to a halt after planners dragged their 
heels for more than two years.

If the scheme ever gets off the ground, it will include 72 flats - 22 
affordable - bounded by Hampstead Cemetery and Fortune Green 
Park. The project also includes 82 basement car-parking spaces.

CZWG eventually forced the hands of the planners by successfully 
demanding an inquiry for non-determination of the application. 
‘We did it out of sheer frustration,’ said Gough, who described the 

planning ordeal as a ‘ritual humiliation’.
Gough blamed narrow local interests of councillors, who roused 

public hostility to prevent the plans from property firm Sagar.
‘Councillors whip everybody up to get thousands of signatures and 

the worst part of it is the planning officers won’t stand up to them.
‘They play to the gallery entirely for local ends, knowing they will Jez Abbott

Former student to restore Louis Kahn’s Yale University gallery
Louis Kahn’s first major building 
- a showcase for Yale University 
Art Gallery - is set to be restored 
by one of the architect’s former 
students.

The gallery’s main block was 
designed when Kahn was a visit­
ing critic at Yale’s architecture 
school and opened in 1953.

It was the university’s first 
Modernist building, and the 
brick, glass and concrete design 
boasted a windowless facade 
next to older buildings writhing 
in Gothic details.

The inside, however, has 
become cluttered with parti­
tions - which will be removed -

while the windows and walls 
also need repairs.

New York’s Polshek Partner- 
,ship Architects aims to complete 
restoration by 2006, said found­
ing partner James Polshek.

‘I was a student of Louis 
Kahn’s in 1954,’ he said. ‘The 
chance to restore this early 
masterpiece to the architect’s 
original version is extraordinary.’

The building’s restoration 
forms part of a wider ongoing 
masterplan for the university. 
Future work includes the reloc­
ation of a history-of-art block 
to a new building designed by 
Richard Meier.Kahn's showcase gallery was Yale University's first Modernist building

101 Che apchiCects' journal SS April S004



Stakes high as gaming giant riuals 
Arup with second Salford stadium

Monument threat 
causes MP uproar
Angry campaigners are round­
ing on conservation chiefs over 
threats to strip hundreds of 
historic Scottish monuments of 
their protected status.

Politicians, academics and 
historians fear a public consulta­
tion on 7,700 monuments 
- from castles to clay pits - 
could lead to many losing their 
standing as scheduled ancient 
monuments.

The Scottish Green Party and 
SNP led the attacks, with the 
Greens criticising the plan as 
an ‘appalling betrayal of Scot­
land’s heritage’. Less protection 
would be a gift to develoj>ers, 
who would build more houses, 
they added.

However, a Historic Scotland 
spokeswoman said: ‘We are talk­
ing about bumps and lumps on 
the ground in the vast majority of 
cases. The few buildings tend to 
be industrial or wartime designs.’

She insisted there were no 
immediate plans to strip the 
monuments of status. The 
three-month Scottish Kxecutive 
consultation ends in mid-June,

ArupSport’s £100 million stadium and casino 
plan for Salford is embroiled in a row after a devel­
oper took a gamble on a rival scheme on the same 
brownfield site.

The new plans - from Peel Holdings - come as 
ArupSport’s application for the Salford City Reds 
rugby league team’s 20,000-seal stadium (AJ 28.8.03) 
awaits a planning committee meeting in four weeks.

Red City Developments managing director 
Adam Thomas said the unveiling of rival plans, 
also including a 20,000-seat stadium and casino, 
was bizarre.

'It’s our land and the council has signed the deal,’ 
he said. ‘I don’t see what they think they will gain from 
it.’ He warned that those behind the alternative may 
raise objections on the retail element in an effort to 
force a public inquiry.

But Thomas added that he was ‘very confident’ it 
would not go to public inquiry, pointing to a ‘more 
controversial’ scheme to move Wimbledon Football 
Club to Milton Keynes that was approved by the secre­
tary of state in February. This was despite it being on a 
greenfield site and having a bigger retail element.

‘The quality of the stadium is the key,’ said 
Thomas. ‘ArupSport’s design integrates the casino 
and hotel. We have not bolted on elements as 
we've gone along. From day one we’ve worked on a 
seamless design.’

ArupSport's plans are yet to be given the green light

Peel Holdings, owner of the Trafford Centre, said 
it would submit an outline planning application with 
gaming giant MGM Mirage for the rival scheme.

The two firms are now in the process of developing 
plans for entertainment schemes worth more than 
£650 million in Glasgow, Manchester and Liverpool.

Salford council leader John Merry said the author­
ity wanted the best for the rugby league side and felt 
the stadium was an ‘iconic and dramatic statement’ 
and it had to act as an ‘honest broker between the two’.

The row comes after the government’s recent 
Gaming Bill, which aims toease restrictions on British 
casinos. ArupSport said it could not comment,

Jez Abboct

enquiry 4 on card
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Too little done to 
design out risk'
Builders are dying in site acci­
dents because designers and 
architects are not doing enough 
to reduce risk, a new report 
has warned.

The Health and Safety Execu­
tive (HSE) has found designers 
do too little to design out risk 
Work at height continues to be 
the biggest cause of fatalities on 
building sites, accounting for 
two-fifths of all deaths.

‘There is still a long way to go 
before we can say designers are 
making a real contribution to 
reducing the death toll and injury 
caused by falls from height,’ said 
Joy Jones, the HSE’s principal 
construction inspector.

‘We are concerned some 
designers want to rely on har­
nesses to prevent people falling 
when it is much better to design 
out the need to work at height 
or, if needed, ensure it’s done 
from a safe place with proper 
guardrails,’ she added.

Between 1998 and 2003 some 
429 people were killed on sites in 
the UK and almost half of those 
died after a high fall - averaging 
nearly one person a week.

The HSE is targeting designers 
with 18 guides - on issues ranging 
from refurbishment to roofs - 
available at www.hse.gov.uk/ 
press/2003/e03234a.htm

Simon Hughes steps into 
Potters’ Field stand off
The Liberal Democrats’ London mayoral candi- stark choice: should Potters’Fields be used to build 
date, Simon Hughes, has joined the fight against flats that only a fraction of Londoners could

group of afford? Or should it become the location for a
world-class cultural attraction 
and two new primary schools?

‘There is no doubt Southwark 
needs more affordable housing. 
But we also need Investment, 
jobs and school places fur 
our growing population - things 
that Berkeley Homes’ proposed 
scheme simply will not provide,’ 
he added.

Tooley Street and Tower 
Bridge Community Association 
has also swung into action, com­
plaining that the glass and metal 

SimonHughesistofighttheplans towers are too high and dense
and would damage views of 

Tower Bridge and the Tower of London. The group 
also insists the site should not be used for com­
mercial residential development.

‘For an area of outstanding historical, cultural 
and aesthetic significance the development pro­
posed is entirely unsuited,’ said a group spokesman. 
‘The outcome has far-reaching implications for 
the future of London’s development and local 
communities must have a greater say in planning if 
21st-century London is to be a world-class city.’ 

Neither Hughes nor Ritchie were available for 
comment.

Ian Ritchie’s controversial plans for 
small towers near Tower Bridge 
as they go to public inquiry.

The MP for Bermondsey 
stepped into the battle by hold­
ing a press conference yesterday, 
just one day before the seven- 
week inquiry into the Potters’
Field scheme started.

In doing so he squared up to 
the man he wants to topple, Ken 
Livingstone, an avid supporter 
of the project.

Hughes is siding with locals 
and Southwark council in con­
demning Ritchie’s plans for a 
cluster of mini towers - ranging 
from 12 to 19 storeys - on the sensitive site opposite 
the Tower of London.

The inquiry is set to be a flashpoint of resent­
ment as English Heritage and the Historic Royal 
Palaces join forces with Southwark and Hughes to 
take on Ritchie and mayor Livingstone.

Livingstone weighed into the battle last year, 
saying he was ‘extremely disappointed’ with coun­
cil planners for throwing out the application in 
September {AJ11,9.03). A seething Ritchie, mean­
while, also attacked the council for bias,

However, council leader Nick Stanton said this 
week: ‘This planning inquiry will throw open a Jez Abbott

Crossrail essential for Thames Gateway plans, says LDA
‘Together with the extension of the Docklands Light Railway, 

these will be crucial in ensuring that new development in Thames 
Gateway is integrated, attractive and of a sustainable quality and 
density,’ it adds.

A spokesman for the Department of Transport, however, refused 
to be drawn on the topic. ‘We understand that Crossrail is very 
important,’ he said. ‘That is why we have commissioned a study on it.

‘We are considering it at the moment and will announce our 
thoughts on its conclusions when we are ready,’ he added.

A spokesman for the LDA agreed that Crossrail was ‘very imp­
ortant’, insisting that the agency was lobbying the government to 
win its support.

The London Development Agency (LDA) and its Thames Gateway 
partners have warned the government that its massive house-building 
exercise planned for the area will fail without the Crossrail project.

The authors of its latest report - London Thames Gateway 
Development and Investment Framework - claim that the east-west 
Underground rail link is essential if the planned regeneration 
is to succeed.

‘To support the higher density development, we need to link the 
Thames Gateway’s urban centres with each other and integrate them 
with London’s core,’ the report says.

‘Transport for London has set out an ambitious programme of 
new transport development, including Crossrail from east to west.

Durmus InarKiy designed this thermal hotel and rehabilitation complex when 
a fourth-year student as a part of his BArch In architecture studies at Uludag 
University in Turkey. The project takes the atrium as Its starting point, with an 
area of transparent cooling pipes.Oneofthe challenges was the closeness to 
a major highway, an effect that Inanely minimised with the positioning and 
orientation of the bulldings.The forms, however, are derived from the motion 
of cars.
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residential structural glass ltd
phone: 01908 366588 email: info@rsguk.com www.rsguk.com fax: 01908 365742

achieving clarity through engineering 
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surveyed - fully engineered - designed - supplied - installed
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enquiry 7 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/aidirect

Are you up to the challenge of building next 
to Ralph Erskine’s Byker Estate?

We are going to develop high derisity family housing on two inner Ideas for the sustainable regeneration of parts of the Byker area.
dty brownfield sites in the Byker area in Newcastle. But we are Stage 2 will involve short listed partnerships behg invited to work
going to make it part of a mixed tenure development on the edge up their proposals in detail with supporting evidence of 
of a low demand hou^ estate... and it has to be sustain^, a deliverability. The successful Stage 2 partnerst^ would be 
carbon neutral development at the very least. We are expecting it appointed to develop the preferred scheme m partnership with the
to be the highest quality housing in the city by working with the City Council and local communities.
best designers. Oh yes... and the existing estate is about to be The successful entrant will display a thorough knowledge oflisted by the government. sustainable design, planning and housing market renewal
In short, we are doing the right thing and implementing national principles as well as the ability to engage with the local
and local urban policy. community and respond to their needs.
This is an open invitation for urban design ideas for two sites For a copy of the design brief and all enquiries reiating to this
within the East End of Newcastle upon Tyne. tender and further information please contact:
This will be a two-stage competition. Stage 1 invites innovative Michael Crflly or Chris Brocklebankdesigners and developers to generate appropriate design led Tel: 0191 2777196
Newcastle City Council’s Urban Design & Conservation Group, 
Civic Centre, Barras Bridge, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8PH 
www.newcastle.gov.uk/byker

EVrCASni C AT ■ S H f A D 

leimwal Pa1hnn4er
Market

enquiry 9 on card
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EU EXPANSION
Opportunity or threat?
As of 1 May these 10 countries, many of which are former Soviet bloc satellites 
will become full members of the European Union. What are the implications for 

the UK’s architects? Michael Hammond reports

and government buildings. Wrighl points 
out that ‘previous EU investment in Spain, 
Portugal, Ireland and Greece completely trans­
formed those countries and Spain, for instance, 
has now shifted from a being a recipient to a 
contributor and the funding will instead flow 
into theAC10countries.’Hc predicts that fund­
ing will be for similar projects.

The process of increasing stability and 
security since the demise of the Soviet 
Union has been slow but progressive and 
must be set to speed up. This is creating a 
sound basis for investment, a fact recognised 
by the international financial community. 
The climate is looking favourable for a 
period of sustained growth for those brave 
enough to head east.

and virtually anyone who could wield a pencil 
was classed as an architect.'

Manyof the incomingstates, however, influ­
enced by strict ‘technocrat’ regimes, tend to be 
highly qualified and are probably more techni­
cally competent than in the UK. Even within 
Europe there is no compulsory standardisation 
in training but there is a gradual move towards 
the UK’s model of five years’ full-time plus two 
years’ practice training. Germany and Austria 
have both adopted this structure.

Employment
One immediate implication of the European 
Union (EU) expansion is that residents of the 
10 acceding countries (AGIO) will be able to 
work in the UK and vice versa. However, dis­
parate training and qualifications can make 
this dangerous. Under a ‘grandfather clause’, 
anyone defined as an ‘architect’ in their mem­
ber state is automatically recognised by the EU 
as an architect after I May. John Wright, chair­
man of the Architects’ Council of Europe in 
Brussels and the RIBA European Affairs Com­
mittee, explains: ‘A line is drawn in the sand and 
we have to accept what we get, but immediately 
after inclusion all new qualifications must be 
in-line with European guidelines. This issue 
was highlighted when Austria joined in 1995

141 the architects' journal

Funding
The billions of euros heading for the AGIO 
states could present significant opportunities 
for UK architects, particularly in the areas of 
infrastructure, healthcare, education, housing

20 April 2Q04



New to the EU (c/ocfcwfsefrom topthe Czech RepubllcHungary, Malta, Poland,Latvia.Slovakia,Lithuania,Slovenia,Cyprusand Estonia

NEW EUROPE - STRONGER ECONOMY?

YES NO

According to the Foreign Office,an enlarged 
European Union will boost European stability, 
security,trade,Jobsand prosperity.lt 
estimates that the enlargement will add 
£1.75 billion to UK GDP and create more than 
300,000 jobs across the EU.Since 1990, UK 
trade with the 10 new member states has 
increased by more than 400 per cent 
compared with a 43 per cent increase in our 
trade with the rest of the world.

Global financial services firm UBS disagrees, 
arguing that the impact on existing EU members 
will be limited,since the economic size of the 
acceding countries is still relatively small. The 
main effect, it argues, will be on labour Bows arKi 
competition in markets for goods and services. 
'Fears that the labour market in western Europe 
may be destabilised are grossly exaggerated. 
Europe's problem of ageing will not be resolved 
by EU enlargement but rather exacerbated.

•¥ DOYOUTHiNKTHEEXPANDED EU WILL BE GOOD FOR BRITISH ARCHITECTURE? REGISTER YOUR VOTE AT AJPLUS.CO.UK

29 April 20DA
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LATVIA

CnCHRt PUBLIC

SLOVAKIA

HUNGWtY

MALTA-^ CYPRUS

T

THE REPUBLIC OF MALTATHE SLOVAK REPUBLICTHE CZECH REPUBLIC

Area:316km^
Population; 397,000 (200t)
Capitalcity: Valletta 
People: Maltese 
Languages: Maltese, English 
GDP: US$7 billion (£3.9 billion)
GOP per head: US$ 17.000 (£9,600) 
Inflation:! .46 per cent (March 2003)
Major lrKlustries:touii$m,electronics, 
the Malta Freeport (duty-free container 
trans-shipment port),financial services, 
the Malta Drydocks
Major trading partners: UK, Italy, France, US, 
Germany, Benelux countries

Area: 49.000km'
Population: 5.5 million
Capital city: Bratislava (pop:428,000)
GDP: US$27.8 billion (£15.7 billion)
Annual growth: 4.4 per cent (2002) 
Inflation: 7.6 per cent (Feb 2003)
Major industries: metal and metal products, 
food and beverages, electricity, gas, coke, 
oil, nuclear fuel, chemicals and man-made 
fibres, machinery, paper and printing, 
earthenware and ceramics,transport 
vehicles,textiles.electrical and optical 
apparatus, rubber products 
Major trading partners; Germany, Austria, 
Italy,Czech Republic

Area: 78,866km
Population: 10.3 million
Capital city: Prague (pop: 1.2 million)
Languages: Czech
GDP: US$132.4 billion (£74.9 billion)
(purchasing power parity)
GDP per head: US$ 12,900 (£7,300) 
(purchasing power parity)
Annual growth: 2.5 per cent
Inflation: 3.8 per cent
Major industries: metallurgy,machinery,
motor vehicles, glass.armaments
Major trading partners; Germany, Slovakia,
Austria,France,UK

S3 April SOOA18|t4nB arxshitecte' jourr>al



THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA THE REPUBLIC OF ESTONIA THE REPUBLIC OF HUNGARY

Area: 20,273knr
Population: 2 million
Capital city: Ljubljana (pop:330,000)
Languages: Slovene; in nationally mixed
areas also Italian and Hungarian
GOP: US$20 billion (£ U .3 billionj
GDP per head: US$ 11,025 (£6,240) (2002)
Annualgrowth:2.S percent (2003)
Inflation: 5.5 per cent (2003)
Major industries: textiles, leather goods, 
wood and timber processing, chemical, 
rubber and plastics processing, metal 
processing, machinery production, 
electrical and optical instruments, the 
manufactureofmotorvehicles and vessels 
Major trading partners: Austria,Getmany, 
France, Italy.Croatia, the Czech Republic, 
Switzerland

Area: 45,227km- 
Population: 1.4 million (2002)
Capital City:Tallinn (pop:411,600) 
Languages: Estonian (the official language), 
Russian
GDP: U5S5.54 billion (2002)
GDP per head: USS3.957 (2002)
Annual Growth: 5.8 percent (2002) 
inflation:5 percent(2002)
Unemployment: 12.6 per cent (2002)
Major industries: timber,food processing, 
machine production
Major trading partners: Finland, Sweden, 
Germany

Area:93,030km‘
Popuiation:9.92 million
Capital city: Budapest (pop: 1.7 million - 2001)
Languages: Hungarian (98.2 per cent)
GDP: $65.8btllion (£372 billion) (2002)
GDP per head: $6,477 (£3,660) (2002) 
Annual Growth:3 percent (2003) 
Unemployment: 6 per cent (2003) 
inflation: 9.2 per cent (2001)
Major industries: mining, metallurgy, 
construction materials,processed foods, 
textiles, chemicals, motor vehicles 
Major trading partners: Germany. Austria, 
Italy, Russia, France, US, Netherlands, UK 
(2000 est)

THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS

Area: 65,200km'
Population:3.6 million 
Capital city: Vilnius (pop:578,400) 
Languages; Lithuanian (the state language), 
Russian
GDP: US$29,2 billion (£16.5 billion) 
(purchasing power parity) (2002)
GDP per head: US$8,400 (£4,700) 
(purchasing power parity) (2002)
Average annual income: US$3,350 (£1,890) 
(World Bank, 2001)
Annual growth: 4.5 per cent (2002)
Inflation: 0.8 per cent (2002) 
Unemployment: 12.4 per cent (2002)
Major industries: textiles, oil processing, 
timber and agricultural products 
Major trading partners: Germany, Sweden, 
Denmark. UK

Area: 64,100km- 
Population: 2.38 million 
Capital City: Riga (pop;800,000)
People: 58 percent La tvian,29 percent 
Russian, 9 per cent Belarusian,4 per cent other 
Languages: Latvian (state language), Russian 
GDP: US$20 billion (£11.3 billion) (2002) 
GDP per head: USS8.300 (£4,690) (2002) 
Annua) growth; 4.5 per cent (2002) 
Inflation; 2 per cent (2002)
Major ir>dustries; timber, textiles, oil 
transit,food
Major trading partners: the EU.Russia

Thenorthern part of the island refers to 
itself as the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus f TftNC) but is not mternationaify 
recognised
Area: 9,250km' (3,3S5km* controlled by the 
TflNC)
Population: 754,064
Capital city: Nicosia (pop; 195,000)
People: Greek Cypriot (78 per cent),
Turkish Cypriot (18 per cent), Maronites, 
Latins (4 percent)
Languages: Greek,Turkish, English 
GDP: US$8.8 billion (£4.9 billion) (2000) 
GDP per head: US$13,900 (£7,860)
(2000 est)
Annualgrowth:5.1 per cent (2000) 
inflation:4.1 per cent (2000)
Major industries: tourism.food, beverages, 
textiles.chemicals,metal products, wood 
products
Major trading partners: UK. US, Italy, 
Germany, Greece, Russia, Bulgaria

sTHE REPUBLIC OF POLAND

Area: 312,000km-
Population: 38.6 million
Capital city: Warsaw (pop; 1,932,500)
GDP: US$176.3 billion (£99.7 billion) (2001) 
GDP per head; US$4,5S6 (£2,570) (2001) 
Annual growth: 1.3 percent (2002) 
Inflation: 1.9 per cent (2002) 
Unemployment: 17.3 percent (June 2002) 
Major industriestmachine building,iron and 
steel.coal mining, chemicals, shipbuilding, 
food processing,glass,beverages, textiles 
Major trading partners: Germany, Italy, 
Russia, Netherlands, France, Ukraine, UK
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While many of us in the UK cannot even name the 10 acceding countries, a few 
pioneering UK practices have already set up camp in anticipation of a ‘gold rush’

. vjf
«w

LEWIS & HICKEY
Lewis & Hickey has been operating in Prague 
since 1995, and after a bad experience with 
a local partner opened its own offke.The 
Prague office was initially seen as a base for 
entry into other countries but the local 
market is so strong that most of its current 
projects r>ow lie within the Czech Republic, 
such as the Mango retail store in Prague 
(pictured above). Promts cover a cross-section 
of workbut partnerTrm Hall points to the 
significant growth in the housing and 
indushlal sectors.Typically the Czechs lived In 
very small, basic Soviet-style apartments,'Ha(l 
says,'but now their standard of living is 
increasing they are moving to bigger, more 
traditional homes in estates.' In the early days 
the practice had its fingers burned \Mth local 
developers but now clients are mostly 
intematiorral develop^s.

Maintaining a local staff contingent of 
about half has been vital to deal with the 
quirks of the Czech approval process - red 
tape still presents a problem with nofewer 
than nine'hoops'instead of the UK's two-part 
system of planning and building regulations. 
At one time the practice employed a full-time 
chaser,taking bits ofpaperfromdeskto desk 
to have them stamped. Hall does not see any 
change to this in the short term.

JESTICO + WHILES
Jestko -r Whiles is very positive about the benefits of working in eastern Europ>eand has 
completed projects in Latvia, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Poland. Associate architect 
James Dilly saysi’With the advancement of communication technology we are now able to 
utilise staff from the Prague office on UK projects.’Dilly also praised the competence of the local 
staff and suggested that there was no’deficit'in technical abiliiy.Citing a recently completed 
cinema project as an example (picturedaboveondbelow),he says: 'They just didn't have 
experience in this kind of contemporary building. But now they have.'

Sa April 2004181 the arnohitects’ joumel
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EUROPEAN ARCHITECTS'ALLIANCE
Lyn Edwards of GMW has taken a different approach. He founded the 
European Architects’Alliance (EAA) - an innovative framework of 
European alliances across 30 offices in 12 countries employing more 
than 500 staff. Its method is to draw on local knowledge and 
experience,including language,legislation.customs and practice, 
process,contracts and supply. But significantly itadds a western, 
English-speaking component that can be a great comfort to 
international clients,includingTesco and Carrefour,which are rolling 
out programmes across Europe.

The EAA uses a system of affiliation that is based upon the 
European Economic Interest Group (EEIG) structure and only

becomes formalised legally when a contract is won.The process 
then defines which party takes the lead role. Risk is managed, with ail 
projects having a risk management study and being protected by 
public indemnity (PI). Edwards forecasts growth in transportation, 
including airports (GMW is working on three airports), rail, roads and 
ferry ports.This will be further boosted by the enlarging network of 
embassiesand their inter-European connections.Thls fusion of 
resources provides an excellent example of how collaboration can 
be achieved without going to the costly and potentially risky route 
of setting up dedicated overseas offices.

The retail development (picturedabove) was designed by Murray 0 
Laoire Architects within a riverfront masterplan in Bratislava by SOM.

Low<ost flights have made it viable to fly to a meeting in eastern Europe and return on the same day. But many problems still remain...

BUREAUCRACY
The harmonisation of building regulations within the EC isa slow 
process.lt has apparently been working on this for some 20years,but 
sonr>e say there is another 20 to go. Essentially the transiticm has been 
from national (British Standards) through international (International 
Organization of Standardization) to European (European Committee for 
Standardization). Wiereas planning authorities in the UK typically form 
an umbrella for other departmwts, in eastern Europe these can be more 
autonomous and roads, water,drainage,fire,etcoften require individual 
applications. Although details vary from state to state, most UK practices 
agree that it would be impossible to operate without local staff.

CLIMATE
Dramatic variations in climate can 
prove challertging to those used to 
working in the UK. The new states 
range from Mediterranean Cyprus in 
the south (3S° N), with a maximum 
recorded temperature of 44” C, to 
Estonia in the rtorth (59* N) where 
temperatures have dropped to 
-30X.The average sunlight in 
Estoniaduring December is zero.

POLITICALUNCERTAINTY 
Most AC10 countries have 
seen increasing stabilityin 
recent years but uncertainty 
still remains. Watkins Gray, 
for example, was working on 
an MoD development on 
British territory in Cyprus but 
the project was put on hold 
pending last Saturday's vote 
on the island ’s reunification.

20 April 2004 the architects’ journal 19



letters

Going Dutch sees the Serpentine 
trendsetters return to form
Unpleasant though it is to eat humble pie in public,! 
have to admit that I may have been a little harsh on the 
choice of Oscar Niemeyer as the architect for last year's 
Serpentine Pavilion. Having accused the Serpentine of 
a) selecting an architect peculiarly unsuited to the task 
of designing a lightweight temporary pavilion, and b) 
undermining its forward-looking ethos by succumbing 
to a then-fashionable nostalgia for utopian Brutalism, 
The Architects'Journal fo\jn6 itself pointedly excluded 
from the list of architectural journalists invited on a press 
trip to Brasil to interview the great man himself.

I stand by my first point but stand corrected on the 
second. Despite being greeted with virtually universal 
acclaim,the 2003 pavilion was,to my mind,decidedly 
lumpen, lacking either the excitement or elegance of 
some of its predecessors. But as a cultural gesture it 
has outshone them all.The Serpentine has indeed lived 
up to its reputation as a maker, rather than a follower, 
of fashion by achieving the hitherto unimaginable 
feat of popularising Brazilian design. The latest issues 
of both Elle Decoration and Living etc proclaim Brazil 
as the design centre du Jour,citing the pavilion as 
Incontrovertible proof.

This yearthe Serpentine has returned to form, selecting 
a practice which seems tailor-made forthe job. MVRDV 
offers just the right mix of youthful radicalism and 
international credibility, not to mention a track record in 
the tiny,the temporary and the wilfully avant-garde. With 
its habit of locating the humblest commissions within 
the broadercultural,political and social debate,it is also 
likely to raise rather more serious issues than which 
particular country is in or out of fashion.

This, after all, is the practice that gave us the multi­
storey pigpen - not simply a piece of porcine fun, but 
as part of an ongoing research project into animal 
welfare,eradication of disease,quality of foodstuffs, 
and the way in which a small country such as the 
Netherlands can react to the impact of an increasing 
population on limited space. The 2004 pavilion promises 
to be the most interesting yet. And no,I am not angling 
for a trip to Rotterdam.

Menges'digital modelling analysis left some readers bewildered

PostagHculture? More 
poetry than science
Your article Digital Fabricators 
(AI 15.4.04) raised some inter­
esting questions atniul the use 
of advanced IT techniques in 
construction, hut it also raised 
the familiar association of IT 
with mysteriousness and incom­
prehensibility.

The use of advanced IT in con­
struction has been hampered 
in the past by unrealistic expec­
tations being described in 
incomprehensible terms, hence 
my irritation on reading Achim 
Menges’ ‘Postagriculture’ article. 
The author started out with an 
interesting description of the 
problems created by high-density 
population and low amounts of 
land for food production, and by 
the end of the second paragraph 1 
had a grasp of the problem and 1 
was interested enough to read on.

Bewilderment soon followed, 
which 1 put down to a tiring day 
and resolved to try again later. 
Bewilderment again! Am 1 losing 
it? Are the little grey cells kwing 
their mettle? Mais non, moil unii, it 
was the author. He is guilty of a 
most terrible crime: the misuse of 
the English language. Anyone who 
wishes to retain their audience 
should avoid phrases like ‘specific 
intra-systemic condition profiles 
and differential inter-systemic 
relations’. If terms like these are to 
be used, and the author wishes to

be taken seriously, they should be 
put into context and explained. 
I ploughed on but more of the 
same followed.

Perhaps the author should be 
invited to rewrite the article so we 
can judge the work properly, 
assuming criticism and review are 
the reason such articles are pub­
lished. I was also puzzled that an 
article like this makes no reference 
tt) other people s work. Are we to 
suppose that the author’s work has 
l>een bom complete? A science 
magazine would not have pub­
lished this article in its present 
form. A poetry magazine might. 
RoryBergin, via email

Dorrell story simply 
magic, claims RIM
1 refer to a number of inaccuracies 
in Ed Dorrell’s story,‘US members 
slam “flawed” RIBA’ (AJ 22.4.04).

1 checked with RIBA-USA’s 
Debbie Bentley before its publica­
tion and she confirmed that she 
had not emailed or written to 
Dorrell, and that Dorrell had 
called her fishing for a story, 
and was clearly intent on ‘RIBA 
bashing’ rather than balanced 
reporting. She also told him it was 
old news and invited him to focus 
on something positive, such as 
covering the events of her chapter, 
which he declined to do.

1 also told Dorrell that al­
though he had received a copy of 
an earlier posting from Bentley to

SS April SCX}A

Isabel Allen

20 I the architecte' iOLimal



our private RlBANet intranet 
conference, he had not received 
copies of three replies from 
members of staff at the RIBA, 
addressing the concerns raised - 
principally identifying the loca­
tion, on our website, of publicity 
for RIBA activities in the US. Nor 
did he see the final posting from 
Debbie, which states: ‘1 have to 
stop complaining now because 
we’re on the RIBA’s frontpage.’

Dorrell indicates that I was 
unconcerned by the criticism, but 
neglects to put inverted commas 
round those words, no doubt not 
confident to attribute them to me 
- given that they were not said. 
Having explained the nature of 
our responses to Debbie Bentley’s 
email, it was Dorell who con­
cluded that ‘the criticism is 
unfounded'. I concurred with his 
summation to the extent that we 
had indeed promoted RIBA-USA 
events - they are featured on our 
website and in other publications.

However, the fact that 1 cons­
ider the criticism to be unfounded 
does not mean that I am not con­
cerned. 1 am also concerned that 
a reporter can twist the facts to 
generate a story, as if by magic, 
from thin air.
Ian Pritchard, director, policy and 
international relations, RIBA

Memorable? Honeyman & Keppie's 
Mercat Buildln9,Glasgow

Henderson? Interesting that none 
of your photos shows work from 
the last 73 years.
John McKean, via email

Take note: fined architect 
made simple mistake
I refer to your article headed ‘Bed­
ford man who posed as architect 
fined £200 by court’ (AJ 1.4.04).! 
did not use the title‘architect’, but 
the acronym RIBA.

Having l>een a RIBA member 
for 34 years as student and associ­
ate, 1 was endeavouring to become 
a retired member of the institute. 
During the ensuing negotiations 
1 inadvertently continued to 
have RIBA on my notepaper. How 
serious the magistrates considered 
my offence is reflected in their 
minimum judgment.

The interesting part is, since 
the publicity, [ have been app­
roached by four similarly geriatric 
architects using the acronym 
RIBA or FRIBA, none of whom is 
on the register at the ARB. All were 
wondering how they stood.
David M Lusty, Bedford

Keppie legacy not frt for 
RIAS retrosprative
1 was intrigued by your review of 
‘Keppie Design; 150 years of an 
architectural practice’ (A) 8.4.04).

Practice histories are indeed 
fascinating {Glasgow’s parallel, 
Gillespie Kidd & Coia, would be as 
interesting, despite being rather 
shorter lived), but come on; where 
are the memorable works, valu­
able beyond a powerful practice’s 
own vanity publishing? They are 
from Honeyman and Mackintosh, 
long ago. For the very phrase 
'Keppie Design’ is oxymoronic. 
Keppie had other inestimable 
qualities, but inspiring design skill 
was not among them. And the 
legacy of Keppie and his acolyte

Correction
The photographer for our cover 
image of the Coliseum (AJ 8.4.04) 
was Grant Smith,

Please address letters to the editor 
at The Architects'Journal, 151 
RoseberyAvenue, London EC 1R 
4GB, fax 020 7505 6701, or email 
angela.newton@emap.com to 
arrive by Warn on the Monday 
before publication.
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Simon allfond people

Phillip Singleton, the new 
head of Birmingham City 
Coundrs urban design unit, 
is on a mission to eradicate 
the mediocre and champion 
the city's creative future

The creative possibilities 
of structure and procedure

Imagine a stereotypical local government 
officer. Brown kipper tie? Second-hand 
corduroy suit? Small greying moustache? 
Kgg stains on the lapels? Certainly this 
could be a caricature of most planners.

That’s why meeting Phillip Singleton is 
such a pleasant surprise. Something of a 
dapper dresser, the new head of Birming­
ham City Council’s urban design unit is 
also an almost-manic enthusiast. Before we 
have even been directed to a table in the 
cafe-cum-restaurant at the top of Future 
Systems’ Selfridges, Singleton has launched 
into a tirade of excitable babble. ‘The 
importance of good design... this is such a 
fantastic city... what the AJ really needs to 
know is... do you like the building?... this 
job is so important because...’

Stop, stop, stop - plea.se stop! Thankfully 
the waiter interrupt.s to take our order 
before I am drawn under the mass of guid­
ance notes, planning papers and council 
documents that is being thrown in my 
direction with almost reckless abandon.

It is at this stage that 1 desperately try to 
add some formal structure to the interview
- and learn some of Singleton’s background
- before it descends into anarchy. He was 
born in Birmingham and trained as an 
architect in Sheffield. He spent the early 
part of the ’90s working for Associated 
Architects before setting up a small practice 
in 1995. There then followed a brief period 
as a sole practitioner.

Then in 2001 comes what Singleton 
describes as a defining moment. He was 
offered the first directorship of MADE 
(Midlands Architecture and the Designed 
Environment).‘This was a really interesting 
question for me at the time,’ he says. ‘I 
realised I was stepping away from the world 
of actually designing and would be on the 
advocating side of things. It was a big step.

‘But I did not regret it for a minute. 
My time at MADE was simply brilliant. 
Wliether we were doing school projects or 
a summer school, I really enjoyed it. I fully 
expected to be there for at least five years 
but then the ad was placed for this job and 
I couldn’t resist it.

‘It was a massive jump for me to make. 
Effectively I was leaving a two-person team 
run out of the RIBA's regional offices 
and joining an organisation with 52,000 
employees and a turnover of £2.2 billion. 
It’s just like a very big business.’

My work-related reading during the Easter 
holiday was selected highlights of AHMM's office 
procedures manual,a tome on the day-to-day 
running ofa practice. Therearefourvolumes; 
Employment; Health and Safety; Practice and 
Administration;andThe Project Manual. It is the 
contents of the last volume that have been the 
subject of most effort in the past 15 years.

Current thinking is that it will be accessed 
via an office intranet and will provide a regular 
point of reference, record and template for all 
members of project teams, both architectural 
and administrative. It models the procedure 
for running each project in terms of our 
appointment and that of other consultants, 
liaising with clients and administering 
contracts. It offers a model for when you 
produce information and how you record it 
In drawings, specifications, reports, minutes 
and programmes. It outlines how to ask for 
information from others so that you can obtain 
it when and how you want - this is difficult in all 
cases but particularly in relation to planning and 
statutory authorities;the manual clarifies how 
you identify to all corKerned these and other 
risks. It has models for running meetings, 
recording what you do and why you did it.

One section anticipates growing statute 
and the associated management of PH risk, so it 
remains'Not Allocated'; and,of course, there is a 
lengthy section on'CDM and Health and Safety! 
It takes you through all the work stages (A to M), 
but emphasises that you must know what you 
are trying to achieve, and how to sort things out 
in the most appropriate and economical way; 
there is much talk of the dangers that occur 
when sledgehammers come into contact with 
nuts. Irrdeed, it is recognised that the entire 
document will only work if it is both fully utilised 
and regularly updated. The model is to be 
adapted and reconfigured to suit each particular 
project opportunity via the conditions of

engagement. As one of its key authors - an 
architect with 50-plus years'experience - states, 
these are not tablets of stone.

This document Is required partly because 
our insurers need to know that we follow some 
identifiable process, but more importantly 
because businesses prone to the vagaries of cash 
flow need to manage the allocation of costly 
resources. Setting aside the all<onsuming 
challenge of designing arnl delivering better 
architecture, the most difficult task in any office 
is managing the archKectural resource. As you 
would therefore expect,ofthe 12 sections 
related to project procedures (and remember 
one is not allocated),four are given overto 
project administratk>n,resourcing, finance 
control and programming. We should probably 
send a copy to our project managers and the 
(thankfullyfew) clients whoquery fee levels.

The manual's fundamental purpose is stated 
succinctly in the brief introduction:standard 
templates and set procedures,by removing 
uncertainty and time-wasting wheel 
reinventkm, will free up time to concentrate on 
the design and delivery of architecture.

My other piece of holiday reading was Bobby 
Fischer Goes To War, David Edmonds and John 
Eidinow's excellent book on the Cold War 
confrontation, staged in Reykjavik,that resulted 
in the most extraordinary chess match of all 
time. 1 don't play chess but am intrigued by its 
complexity and the fact that the grandmasters 
- in this case Spassky and Fischer - recognise 
patterns and latent possibilities; what Arthur 
Koestler describes as 'a magnetic field of forces 
charged with energies! This, of course. Is useful 
when there are 318,979,584,000 possible 
variations in the first four moves!

There's a nice parallel between the classic 
openings of a chess game and a procedural 
manual; both offer empirical models that, by 
limiting choke.open up creative possibilities.

t i don’t play chess but am intrigued by its 
complexity and the fact that the grandmasters 
recognise patterns and latent possibilities’
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Single-minded vision
and produce this fantastic building. This 
building is a big leap for us.

‘Perception-wise it has made a massive 
difference. It is in Japanese magazines and 
American newspapers. Everyone knows 
about it. University applications are up in 
both our universities and I have a hunch it 
is because of this building.’

Most interviews follow a fairly formal 
structure, lasting between half an hour and 
an hour. Not this one. A veritable roller­
coaster, this discussion continues for well 
over an hour. The feeling that Singleton 
would have continued until the Selfridges 
security removed him at the end of the day 
was confirmed when I needed to go to catch 
a train back to London.

There was no pause in conversation as I 
stood up to leave and very little as I walked 
away from the cafe. I was left with tlie dis­
tinct impression that Singleton was still 
discussing the importance of urban design 
with the waiter when, half an hour later, my 
train passed the blue blob on its way out 
of Birmingham. It is pretty certain this is a 
man who enjoys his job.

But Singleton has clearly settled in to his 
new role very quickly. He gives the impres­
sion of a man on a mission to put urban 
design at the heart of everything Birming­
ham City Council does. And, while he is at 
it, he is also very keen to ensure that private 
architects get the message as well.

‘We look at hundreds and hundreds 
of planning applications. And 1 would like 
to show a few of them to all the architects 
that complain about planners,’ he says 
mischievously. 'There is a paucity of 
quality, context and design standards in a 
very high proportion of the applications. 
Quite often there is no indication of the 
primary driver.

‘It’s like architects have forgotten what 
they learn at university. Honestly, there are 
so many that are tremendously mediocre.

‘But what I want is to turn this Into a 
positive. I want people to see us as a positive 
resource that they can come to and discuss 
the problems on their projects. I would 
also love to talk to clients before they 
embark on projects and find out what they 
are thinking.’

For all the talk, of which there is certainly

29 AprHI SOOA

a lot, and the official documents, of which 
there are also masses, one never quite gets a 
feeling of what Singleton actually does. 
What do you do on a day-to-day basis?

‘1 am marinated in planning for most 
of the time,’ he says with a smile. ‘My job 
and the job of my team is to work as one 
of the primary consultees across all the 
sectors of the planning department. We 
are there to champion urban design in 
all buildings, including the most humble 
school or park.’ Sounds like the kind of job 
suited to an individual with the energy and 
enthusiasm that Singleton oozes through 
every pore.

Throughout the interview Singleton 
exudes a passion for Birmingham that is 
quite unusual. It is the kind of excitement 
that one finds in a Scouser discussing Liver­
pool or a Geordie talking about Newcastle 
but is rarely found in a Brummie.

‘We are on the global radar now. We 
do not have San Francisco’s Golden Gate 
Bridge or Liverpool’s waterfront but we 
are getting there. We are a creative city that 
has, for example, managed to get Future 
Systems and Selfridges to work together Ed Dorrel!
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Countryside reactionaries play into 
the hands of the housing problem

When and where were you born? 
1951,Kent,England 
What is your favourite building 
and why?
The Marem at Topkapi Palace in 
Istanbul - a great antidote 
to modern architecture.
What is your favourite 
restaurant/meai?
The Grand Hotel,Overlay, Rji.
Top of the menu: vegetables and 
freshought fish, slow baked for two 
days in a hole in the ground,covered 
with tropical fruits and unknown 
plants and herbs.
What vehkle(s) do you own?
A new'green as you can buy'Peugeot 
307SW -verylow pollution, very 
aerodynamic, boring as hell.
What is your favourite film? 
DfStrangehve.
What is your favourite book?
The Book:On TheTaboo Against 
Knowing Who Vou Are by Alan Watts. 
What is your favourite 
'design classic'?
Citroen DS19.
What is the worst building you've 
ever seen and why?
The 1970s brick church and flats 
complex next to Warwick Avenue 
Tube Station in Maida Vale, London. 
One of the best sites to become 
available in London in the past 30 
years but appallingly corKeived and 
a wasted opportunity - what a mess. 
Who or what is your biggest 
architectural influence and why? 
Low energy/passive solardesign 
and the drive for true sustainability. 
These disciplines requite additional 
layers of thinking and resolution. 
Who is the most talented architect 
you've worked with?
Dominic Michaelis.
If you hadn't been an architect 
what would you have been?
Either a structural engineer or 
an anarchist.
What would your advice be to 
architectural students?
If you want to make money be 
a developer.
What would your motto be?
Towards a bettertempered 
environment.

Despite being deftly smothered by the Madrid 
terrorist attack, Gordon Brown's Budget and the 
resurgent war in Iraq, Kate Barker's report on the 
housing market still managed to strike fear into 
the hearts of England's leading reactionaries. Not 
enough to get a 1940s-sty(e 'emergency factory- 
made' housing programme under way, perhaps, but 
something capable of pumping out 150,000 afford­
able dwellings in as much time as New Labour has 
left before it goes to the country again. Given the 
political will, something like that 
could have been done for a tiny 
fraction of the £40 billion the 
chancellor'borrowed to invest'in 
his March Budget.

But never mind, prefabrica­
tion's moment will come. This 
time the very thought of system­
building in the countryside had 
the aesthetes reaching for their 
‘eyesores' and 'inappropriates',
'appallings’and'disgracefuls'with 
gusto. Writing In TheT/mes,Simon 
Jenkins ('Britain for sale: apply 
Gordon Brown and Co') led the 
field by resurrecting the free­
dom-loving Nicholas Ridley (who 
'let petrol stations and hyper­
markets go wherever developers 
wanted them').

For Jenkins in particular, it 
seems things are often blindingly 
simple and require no Interfer­
ence from any civil servant:‘If the 
housebuilders wanted cheaper 
homes they would stop building at a land-hungry 
25 units per hectare and build instead at 50 
units.' Ergo they should be overruled. For Camilla 
Cavendish, who wrote later in the same newspaper, 
the whole Barker business was unreal: 'Where pri­
vate house building is concerned, it is questionable 
whether the term 'housing shortage'has any mean­
ing at all. London's streets are not yet teeming with 
homeless workers.'

She is right, of course, but only because she Is 
telling Just half of the story. The term 'housing short­
age'has a great deal of meaning when people admit

that buying a house is about access to economic 
opportunity.whetherat 25 units per hectare or 50 or 
500. In a house-price economy there Is no other cur­
rency than dwellings, and the fewer dwellings there 
are the more each one of them is worth.

It has been observed before that in reality the UK 
is a Post-Modern house-price economy with 
modern social, health, educational and heritage 
appendices - logically,therefore, nearly everybody in 
the country works in or for the housing market one 

way or another.
Simon Jenkins, applauding a 

'demolition Job' on the Barker 
Report written by Andrew Lillco of 
Europe Economics; Anne Spack- 
man, property editor of the Bricks 
and Mortar supplement to The 
Times, quoting from the 'UK Inter­
national Longevity Centre' and 
the Centre for Economics and Busi­
ness Research in pursuit of such 
nuggets as the fortunes accumu­
lated by the 'Golden Generation' of 
homeowners. Both of these com­
mentators, like the burgeoning 
regiments of'property consultants' 
reaching right down to the 
queues of DIY experts that form 
every morning outside B&Q, are 
working for the housing market as 
it is - not for an end to the housing 
problem as it might be.

All this means is that 50 years 
after the end of the pioneering 
prefab programme of 1945-47, 

still no British politician will go cap-in-hand to the 
mobile home or motor industry and ask them to 
submit designs for a John Prewer Microflat-type 
dwelling suitable for volume production and road 
and air delivery with a pre-production order for 
20 examples of the best three types. Given the 
example of the best of the post-war prefabricated 
dwellings, the vastly improved capacity for off-site 
precision construction, and well-handled publicity, 
it should be possible to move quickly to an output 
of 100,000 units per year and deflate the housing 
market once and for all.

‘The thought 
of system­
building in the 
countryside 
had the 
aesthetes 
reaching for 
their “eyesores”, 
“inappropriates 
and “appallings 
with gusto'
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EARLY LEARNING
A competition-winning neighbourhood nursery in Bury, Lancashire, 
has grown into a more broadly based facility thanks to the tenacity 
of the client and sensitive response of architect DSDHA
By Barrie Evans. Photographs by Martins Hamilton Knight



had grown in response bui not its floorspacc.
The comj>etition also provided the oppor­

tunity lo seek funding to expand by offering 
10 places for under twos and their parents.

Hoyle’s friendly but tenacious head, Clare 
Barker, had been active in talking to the 
various semi-detached (or semi-joined-up) 
parts of government to expand the brief and 
seek greater funding. What began as a nurs­
ery competition scheme with a budget of 
£300,000 has become both a neighbourhood 
nursery and a designated EEC, with a budget 
approaching £700,000. (It is still a light bud­
get, just with more to accommodate.)

While the winning scheme aimed to link 
and reorganise the two existing 1975 brick 
buildings on the site - a nursery space and 
parents’ centre - what has emerged is much 
nearer lo a rebuilding (abetted by a some 
freelance demolition by local youths), 
though the final result does take much the 
same footprint as the competition scheme.

Other key aspects of the design lo remain 
from the competition include creating a new 
street frontage, raising the roof 800mm

The EEC programme, set up in 1997, 
focuses oil integrating early education, care 
and family support, and, particularly relevant 
to th is project, is looking to make use of sever­
al neighbourhood nurseries in creating some 
of its centres, focused on training and the dis­
semination of best practice in an area. A good 
thing and also another pot of money to tap.

This project began as a NNl, with the DfES 
looking to stimulate new thinking in nurseries 
by organising a design competition with 
CABE. Three live projects were chosen: in 
Sheffield, won jointly by Panter Hudspith and 
Walters & Cxihen; in Bexley, by Birds Portch- 
mouth Russum; and in Bury, by DSDHA.

The Bury scheme was for the refurbish­
ment and extension of the Hoyle Nursery 
School, now the Hoyle Early Years Centre. 
When the competition began, Hoyle had 
already been shifting for some time from 
straight nursery care for three to five year olds 
to include a borough-wide role focusing on 
children with special educational needs: 
learning difticulties; speech and communica­
tion difficulties; and autism. Its staff numbers

It is all a bit complicated but a mesh of recent 
government programmes is changing the 
face of early years childcare.

The Sure Start programme is intended as 
a piece of government joined-up thinking, 
in this case principally between the Depart­
ment for Education and Skills (DfES) and 
the Department of Work and Pensions 
(DWP) to ‘deliver the best start in life for 
every child by bringing together early educa­
tion, childcare and health and family 
support’. More than 500 local programmes 
are planned to be operational by 2004.

Somewhat joined to this are two other 
DfES programmes: the Neighbourhood 
Nurseries Initiative (NNI); and Early Excel­
lence Centres (EEC). Together with Sure 
Start, they are intended to provide more 
than 1,000 new facilities for pre-school chil­
dren by the end of 2004. In particular, the 
NNI is focused on affordable childcare in the 
most socially disadvantaged areas of the 
country, with plans announced in 2001 to 
deliver 45,000 new childcare places by 2004 
for the under-fives.

Reception area, large enough to be a teaching space; small courtyard to right. Previous page: illuminated canopy for play and outdoor functions
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above the existing walls with clerestory win­
dows, so enlivening the spaces with daylight 
and giving the whole a coherence, and cen­
tring the building around a small courtyard 
garden (though the removable roof went for 
cost reasons, leaving an open court).

Fitting a building to its social, as well as 
physical, context is an important part of a 
project for DSDHA’s directors Deborah 
Saunt and David Hills. Hoyle is located in an 
area of housing and industrial sheds only 
200m from the M66 - indeed the poorest part 
of Hoyle’s catchment lies beyond the motor­
way, a housing area without play spaces or 
shops. DSDHA undertook its own demo­
graphic research, exploring the extent of the 
area’s high unemployment and low earnings, 
despite its proximity to more-prosperous 
Manchester, its health problems (Hoyle pro­
vides health screening among its services), 
and unearthed other statistics, such as that 
this is an area of ‘high ITV viewing’. This 
enigmatic fact was interpreted by Barker as a 
measure of homes with no books or culture 
of literacy. In the existing buildings, the

entrance area had been organised with settees 
and books in a bid to counter this view.

It appears that DSDHA’s informed and 
empathetic approach, recognising the 
existing positives like the settees and dis­
cussing with the client how to build on them 
- rather than the approach of telling the 
client they have problems that the architect 
can solve - attracted the client to the archi­
tect (Barker was on the competition judging 
panel, along with Nicholas Serota, Richard 
Rogers, early-years expert Margy Whalley 
and Sunand Prasad.)

With the client so influential and commit­
ted, there was no great risk that this project 
would be seen by the local community as the 
government hitting them with cash then 
running. And the services it provides are clear­
ly needed. Even so, setting the tone was an 
important part of the design, particulariy the 
approach, which needed to reconcile welcome 
with the security of children, parents and staff. 
The immediate locale has by now lost most 
traces of the older stone vernacular, though 
there is one derelict stone house nearby and

Baby (0-2 years) room at the south end ofthe building, with child-height window ontogarden to the east
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the site had its own stone wall that DSDHA 
hoped to reuse for the front wall. In practice, 
stone had to be brought to site to create a tex­
tured, though solid-lotjking, face and to draw 
the eye away from the necessary security fenc­
ing on either side. To the north of the front, 
where there is equally substantial-looking 
render, this has been faced in rectangular 
galvanised mesh for growing plants and 
inhibiting graffiti.

This is a sophisticated looking building, 
not the Wendy house writ large of some 
nursery schools that eschews a primary- 
colour palette both outside and in. Partly 
this is about the particular needs of the chil­
dren, especially the autistic, for a calming, 
structured environment, but it is also the 
architect’s view that the building is not so 
much an extension of home as one of a 
child’s first civic buildings. It has messages 
about the quality people should expect from 
a caring society, and even some small educa­
tional role in developing design literacy.

The entrance could have been somewhat 
forbidding, with the buggy store set between 
the externa! mesh gates and glass front doors 
(to save internal usable area), requiring these 
gates to be kept closed. To date the glass doors 
have allowed enough supervision from the 
front desk for the gates to be left open during 
the day. Once inside, everything apparently 
relaxes, though staff vigilance U still required.

Room for 3-5s with calm colour palette,organised to provide educational structure. Courtyard to right. Above: balancing security and welcome 
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COST SUMMARY
Data based on final accoun^for gross internal area

Cost per Percentage 
mM£) oftotal

SUBSTRUCTURE 110 6.S

SUPERSTRUCTURE

Frame
Roof
Rooflights
External walls
Windows
External doors
Internal walls and partitions
Internal doors
Groupelement total
INTERNALFINISHES 

Wall finishes 
Floor finishes 
Ceiling finishes 
Group element total

151 9.0
193 11.5

20 U
95 5.6
90 53
59 33

66 3.9
39 2.3

713 42.3

24 1.4
56 3.3
32 1.9

110 6.5

FITTINGS AND FURNITURE 73 4.3

SERVICES

Sanitary appliances 
Disposal installations 
Water installations 
Space heating and airtreatment 
Electrical services 
Protective installations 
Bullders'work in connection 
Group elementtotal
EXTERNAL WORKS

22 1.3
12 0.7
22 1.3
98 5.8
93 5.5
49 2.9

7 0.4
303 16.0

198 11.8

PRELIMINARIESANDINSURANCE 176 10.6
TOTAL 1,68S

CostdataprovidedbyAndrewTindale-Paul,Stockdale
100

Clerestory windows and the central court­
yard connect with the outside, while at eye 
level, of adult or child, the feel is more of a 
protective wall than of openings; an appro­
priate balance of transparency and 
enclosure. There is a window from the par­
ents’ area to the outside to reduce the chances 
of them feeling trapped in this'institution’.

Where partitions meet the clerestory glaz­
ing, small Soane-inspired mirrors create 
apparent continuity of glazing. The floating 
ceiling plane is largely uncluttered, with most 
of the acoustic work done by the carpet.

From the entrance area you can see 
through the all-glazed central court and the 
three-fives playroom beyond to the .surround­
ing garden. (This line of vision deliberately 
follows the mute of an earlier path across the 
site.) The entrance area itself has been kept as 
large as jxvssible by pinching circulation else­
where and is frequently used as a class space.

The plan alone cannot quite communicate 
how hard the spaces have to work in 
this world of many small individuals, nor the 
ingenuity of staff in making this happen. One 
of the WC.S may double as a withdrawal 
room. On a tight corridor wall outside the 
head’s office, a waist-high mirror is used for 
one-to-one speech therapy, the teacher kneel­
ing behind the child as they face the mirror.

In principle the organisation of this 410m’ 
building is straightforward. The building’s 
front faces west. To the north of the entrance 
is staff space. To its south is the two-threes 
playroom and next to it, through a folding 
partition, the parent/training room. These 
two areas combine for other uses, such as the

Christmas play and general parent meetings. 
Farthest south is the baby area.

To the east, the three-fives playroom 
occupies much the same area it did before 
but with better-equipped support spaces 
around it, better daylighting and views, and 
a route out through the new library/reading 
area to improved outdoor playspaces. A neat 
touch is that the large outdoor canopy 
(which DSDHA would have liked to have

CREDITS •
TENDER DATE 

December 2002 
START ON SITE DATE 

Janiiary2003 
CONTRACT DURATION 

40 weeks
GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR

AREA

410m'
FORM OF CONTRACT

Lo; footlights 
Monodraught 
(Suncatcher); 
stonemason Darren 
Jarrot;rer)derSto; 
windowSr external doors 
Technal.window/doof 
subcontractor 
Securefront Systems; 
p/nboordSundeal; 
sMing/fokiing partition 
Hufeor,• cor*/irw/n/m 
Forbo Naim; floor 
subconfractor AD Cragg & 
Sor\;structuralglass 
libraryroofTA Anders & 
Co; ironmongery Allgood, 
Stantey.’ironmongery 
supp^Cookson 
Hardware Suppliers; 
leatherdoorpulls Hilmar 
Products;$ar)rfory>vore 
Armitage Shanks. 
Twyford,Franke; 
plumbing, heating 
subcontractor Harnson 
Smith Batley;e/ectr/ca/ 
John Dawson Electrical; 
cctv Advance Security 
Systems; fencing, gates 
Bekaert Security Fencing; 
ferKe/gate subcontractor 
FareFerKe;/)ord 
landscape Nova Spxirt 
(Soft Pour), Astroturf, 
Marshalls Paving

IFC/2 stage tender 
cantilevered) is translucent - corrugated totalcost 

polycarbonate above, flat below - and that 

the soffit can be illuminated for evening use.

Overall, the straightforward plan zoning 
provides some flexibility for coping with the 
changes in educational agenda that flow 
continually from government.

This building is an excellent resource for 
the community, the result of the client’s 
vision, the architect’s sensitive response and 
the opportunity of a competition. What is 
worrying is the somewhat haphazard trajec­
tory of the project. Did the go-ahead after 
the competition need to be delayed a year, 
with the DfES urging people to work at risk?
More importantly, why did the client have to 
drive government towards a joined-up pro­
ject? It has the joined-up theories but not,

£690,000
clients

Bury Education Services, 
Hoyle Nursery School 
ARCHITECT

[)SOHA: Deborah Saunt. 
David Hills,Claire 
McDonald, Brent 
Crittenden, Fred Collin 
QUANTITY SURVEYOR 

Stockdale
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 

Price 8f Myers 
SERVKES ENGINEER 

Atelier Ten 
MAIN CONTRACTOR 

McGoffand Byrne 
SUBCONTRACTORS AND 

SUPPLIERS 

Hoofing, roof canopy 
subcontractor Metspec 

apparently, the delivery mechanisms that RoofingServkes;roof 
should unite its various early years pro­
grammes. Not quite a model project.

At least the architect has been well served

conopy TwinfiK;sfee/ 
framing F Ainscough &
WEBLINKS

by its immediate client, Clare Barker; the 
truism that you cannot have a good building 
without a good client is demonstrated once 
more. So mucli so that DSDHA is putting 
Barker forward for a RIBA client’s award.

Bury Education services
www.bury.gov.uk
OSOHA
www.dsdha.co.uk 
Price & Myers 
www.pricemyers.com

Atelier Ten
wvrw.atelierten.com 
McGoffand Byrrw 
www.mcgoffandbyme. 
co.uk
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© working details

Wall of stone rubble 
and steel mesh screens
In plan the nursery is a 
single-storey pavilion with 
rooms set around a courtyard. 
The virtually fiat roof has a 1.2m 
deep overhanging eaves with 
cierestory windows below,so 
that it appears to fioat over the 
waiis.

The long facade which 
faces the street is designed to 
provide a secure barrier while 
giving controlled visual access at 
the entrance foyer, where a 
screen of galvanised steei mesh 
gives giimpses of courtyard and 
playground.To one side of the 
entrance the wall is made of 
coursed stone rubble, with low- 
level deep-set windows and a 
clerestory above.

The stone wall extends 
beyond the building at a lower 
height,topped with a similar 
galvanised steel mesh screen, 
to become a boundary wall to 
the garden.

To the other side of the 
entrance, the wall is finished with 
acrylic render on blockwork 
overclad with a steel mesh 
screen. A deep set-back below 
the eaves takes the place of a 
clerestory.

The steel frame structure 
supports a roof of insulated 
metal panels.The inner leaf to 
each wall is of treated timber 
studwork filled with insulation, 
with a breather membrane to 
the sheathing and a vapour 
control layer behind a double 
layer of plasterboard. The 
coursed rubble outer leaf was 
built to a closely specified 
mock-up to achieve sharp 
horizontal lines and a very fiat 
frontage.

The windows were refined to 
minimise the amount of visible 
framing and are fitted with 
integrated lintels/roller shutters. 
The clerestory windows are set 
at the front of the faqade - to 
avoid the possibility of use as a 
foothold - and the building is 
additionally protected from 
vandals on the roof by the deep 
overhanging eaves.

boundary wall

KEY

200 X 200mm RSABOmm Insulated roof 
panel Ukj to 5 de^ faNpreformed polyester 

powder<oated steel 
eaves panel

IMx 120mfn 
gutter I I

254 X 254mm UC1 SO X 200mm RSA verge.

!

r7 llrteofZMx l54mmUC j| 

as overhartg support 
cutdowntolOOrrwn ||

doubte-layer 
plasterboard ceding

100mm mirteral Abre 
insulation slabs

soffit of cementHkMJS 
weatherboard

polyester powder-coated 
aluminium panel

paired 200 X 200mm 
RSA with lateral 
restraint

SHS fixed towallvritfi 
15mm galv steel bkx* —

gahr steel security mesh 
fixed to galv 60 x 60mm SHS- 
wlth 60mm cover piece 

breather membratse-----------

lOOnwn concrete block--------
svith 50mm cavity

15mm acrylk rertder-----------

double-layer 
control layer plasterboard

I —vapour

1>. 1
vapour control layer

><■ 1 SOrtwn Insulated treated 
sw studwork Inner leaff

><t-<■
integrated roller 
shutter and lintel

cavity tray ■xK.

Ime of insulated polyester 
powder-coated aluminium 
linings to jamb arsd 
wirxlow head - double-glazed opening 

light In polyester powder- 
coated aluminium frame

_packer

dpm

double-layer
plasterboard

Insulated polyester 
powder-coated 
aluminium sin

render finish to c«nentitiaus- 
weatherboard on treated sw 
frame

□
ursderfloor heating 
system on Insulated 
SO X 50mm sw battens

treated sw 
skirting

r<:100mm concrete 
block waU

carpet finish on 
22mm chipboard

vapour control
layer

E/ /' / y / ' Jprecast corKrete pavers 
on sand/cement bed ■X - • & o

*✓ o

• A
sOnvnrigid dpmoncastinshu 
insulation conaete floor slab

.,-y

[detail SECTION A
Susan Dawson
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*1

I KEY STREET ELEVAHOM |

60mm Insulated roof 
panel laid to S deg fall160*120mm

gutter |
preformed polyester 
powder-coated steel 
eaves 31

200 x 200mm
2S4 x 254mm UCRSA

lOOx 100mm steel post1 SO X 200mm 
RSA verge

soffit of cementitious 
weatherboard 

double-glazed opening- 
light In polyester powder- 
coated aluminium frame

■ painted ME>F sill

double-layer 
.plasterboard

-200 x 200mm RSA

100mm Insulated 
treated sw studworic 
inrter leaf

SHS fixed 10 60 X 60mm 
galv steel fence post

galv steel security mesh 
fned to galv 60 x 60mm 
SHS with 60mm cover piece

- - '■

'I

dry stone wall laid in_____
random courses

Integrated roller 
shutter and lintel

double-glazed opening 
light in polyester powder- 
coated aluminium frame

line of insulated polyester 
powder-coated aluminium 
Knings to jamb and 
window head

insulated polyester 
powder-coated 
aluminium sMI

underfloor heating 
system on Insulated 
50 X 50mm sw battens

vapour control 
layer

dpm

I -1 carpet finish on 
22mm chipboard

breather nwnbrane

.
50mm rigid »• 
insulation

i* A.

o'"-*?stor>e cofxrtg

\
^ dpm on cast 4n sKu

cast in situ corKrete 
retainmg wall

dry stone waN-

■,1, i
feiKe post bolted to 
250 X 50mm PFC(parM 
flange char>rtel)

-H

recessed u|!riighter 
set in cortcrete pavers

'////
•' \ //•

-X-'• T, • \• A .,T

[detail section b[detail section c
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buildings

Red is the colour
Mercer + Tan’s new HQ for the Chinese Overseas Christian 
Mission is a distinguished addition to Milton Keynes
By Barrie Evans. Photographs by Mercer + Ten and Paul Meyler

Milton Keynes, designated in 1967, retains 
its new-town atmosphere. Its centre has 
grown and diversified in architectural style 
but remains extensive rather than intensive 
in layout, as we expect of town centres. 
Buildings still feel placed on their sites from 
above rather than a more integrated grain 
growing up. The view that Milton Keynes is 
something different, a particular form of 
garden city, continues to be countered by 
talk of building up the central zone to create 
mure traditional urbanity, even of building 
apartments there to bring animation.

Beyond this central zone, betler-than-the- 
average residential zones largely retain their 
architectural and functional uniformities, 
though with occasional (low-rise) use varia­
tion. Fishermead is one of these zones, only 
15 minutes walk from the topographical 
centre of the town. Mercer + Tan’s site is at a 
main gateway to Fishermead, the building 
perhaps too polite in keeping down to three 
storeys and surrounding itself with laurel 
hedges, but a welcome change of size for the
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area and a step up in architectural quality.
The flatness of the facades is in marked 

contrast to much of Milton Keynes’ brick 
vernacular, with western red cedar cladding 
above a floor (plinth) of glazing and more 
vandal-resistant fibre-cement sheeting. Partly 
this flatness is a formal choice by the architect, 
but also has the planned result of leaving 
none of the cedar under overhangs with the 
differential weathering that goes with that. 
Windows as well as cladding are sharply held 
to grid; in places, on-grid louvres mask both a 
bathroom window, providing privacy, and 
the adjacent air extract. The sheerness of the 
facades is counterpointed by set backs in the 
building’s sides plus off-the-peg galvanised 
spiral stairs, a little tailored where they meet 
the building. At front and back, external 
metal frameworks provide shading and 
maintenance access, support the building- 
height glazing and at the front mark the 
entrance. (Security of students is a key issue 
so entry is restricted to the front, though 
there are paved courtyard spaces in the plan

set-backs outside teaching spaces.)
Once through the secure entrance, the 

central hall is defined by two walls painted 
red on all faces, sculpturally freestanding. 
They neither meet the roof nor front and 
rear facades. On upper floors they define 
open-ended slots, which are corridors to 
study-bedrooms. On the ground floor, 
where they form part of leaching spaces, 
they retain their redness in these otherwise 
white-walled rooms like planes slicing 
through the building. These rooms’ connec­
tion to the walls is set back from the walls’ 
ends, maintaining their freestanding 
appearance. (Physically, there is enough 
structural connection for the wails to act as 
shearwalls to the in-situ concrete framing.)

On a grey day there was a strong pink to 
the red; it looks a much deeper colour in the 
shadows (it is not primary red, subtler than 
captured on the photographs). These colour 
shifts are orchestrated particularly by shad­
ows cast by the information centre, which 
bridges part of the central hall, and by the
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entrance 
reception
mission centre offices 
teaching staff offices 
seminar room

6 lecture room
7 dirslisg
8 plant
9 kitchen
10 courtyard

student bedroom 
bathroom 
roof terrace 
library

5 living room
6 utility
7 upper part dkting
8 common room
9 esc^se stairs

ground floor plan first floor plan

variabilily of daylight from the full-height 
end-wall glazing and runs of rooflights in 
the three barrel vaults.

These vaults, running across the central 
hall, tie the H-plan together. In an earlier 
version of the design this central space was 
much more a conventional atrium running 
front to back. But the architect felt the other 
parts of the plan would then feel too like 
piecemeal attachments. This is, after all, not 
a large building at around 2,000m' spread 
over three floors.

The Chinese Overseas Christian Mission 
(COCM) wanted a coming-together space, 
which at the north end is used for communal 
dining, to bring together the varied building 
occupants. The COCM aims to reach out to 
individuals and to set up groups and church­
es among the Chinese diaspora; it estimates 
there are some one million Chinese in 
Europe (about 80 per cent in the catering 
trade). The building houses offices, teaching 
facilities and study bedrooms for those 
wanting to work in the COCM’s ministry, 
receives many visitors and is a base for some 
staff who work abroad. It was to be more ‘a 
large house* than an institutional HQ, and 
being funded by donations, value-for- 
money without ostentation.

While this is Mercer + Tan’s first new* 
building, not surprisingly Stuart Mercer and 
Rodney Tan are both experienced architects. 
They formerly worked for Arup Associates, 
for the last six and a half years at Hong Kong 
Airport. And the Arup articulation of ele­
ments is to be found here. As Stuart Mercer 
says, if you cut a section through an Arup 
building, there are no surprises. What you 
get is what you’ve seen already.

The exposed concrete ceilings (Omni­
core), which act as permanent formwork, 
also have a heat stabilising role in a building 
almost entirely naturally ventilated; only the 
large lecture room has comfort cooling. In 
the central hall both end walls and rooflights 
have opening areas. But further duct space 
has been built in so that the building is more 
readily saleable in future, if needed.

The architect’s approach followed
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Challenge Trophy
• VIP Hospitality at the 2005 

British Grand PrixENTER YOUR SPEED, 
STAMINA AND 
ENDURANCE.
Register today tor a 
regional qualifying round 
near you - London,
Bristol, Northampton, 
Manchester and Glasgow.

• A chance to compete for the 
UK team at the European 
Schiico Karting Final in 
Majorca!

For an entry form email 
karting@walnutmotor 
sport.com, call Nick 
Moss on 01386 710106 
or visit
www.walnut.uk.com/
motorsport/index.cfm

%mr
SCHUCOSupported by: (aj'i the architects’ journal
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i
cross section

KEY
1 anodised aiuminiufn rooAight
2 composite profiled metal roof
3 light diffuser/service walkway
4 aluminium insulated gutter
5 curved steel roof beams
6 curved plasterboard ceilir>9
7 prefabricated wall panels
6 insitu corKrete frame structure
9 cedar external waH cladding
10 urtitised akiminium/limber gUairtg system
11 dry-Kr)ed ktterrsal partitioru
12 entrance steel support frame
13 birth faced ply balustrade
14 rendered block screen wdl
15 services bulkhead
16 open suspended ceilirrg panels
17 perimeter trench heating

a’

li

1 16 » 10

17

typical wing construction

COST SUMMARYthroughoul this building is one that demands 
a lot of attention to detailing and a contractor 
who understands such an architectural 
agenda of constructional honesty. For multi­
million-pound airports, such understanding 
is expected of contractors. But here, despite 
extensive contractor interviews, finding 
small- to medium-sized contractors with 
such awareness proved problematic for the 
architect. For example, the architect was keen 
to maximise prefabrication of components 
and assemblies, yet despite all the detailing to 
facilitate this, the cedar was nailed on site. 
And the contractor found it hard to accept 
that small blow-holes in the in situ frame 
should not be patched. There has been quite a 
lot of learning on both sides as the architect 
came to terms with smaller project building 
in the UK. But the hard-won results are gen­
erally good. After the COCM’s previous 
unsatisfactory premises, the team has been 
able to deliver a building that it feels at home 
in - a fitting celebration of its first 50 years.

CREDITS
Data based on final account for gross external area

Cost per Percentage 
m'(£) of total

66.16

TENDER DATE 
April 2001
STARTONSITE DATE 
December 2001 
CONTRACT DURATION 
42 weeks
HANDOVER DATE AFTER FIT-OUT 
March 2003
GROSS EXTERNAL FLOOR AREA 

1,965m'
PROCUREMENT
JCT Standard Form with Quantities (1998)
TOTAL COST 
£285,000
CLIENT
Chinese Overseas Christian Mission 
ARCHITECT
Mercer+Tan: Chi Ho Cheung,Tom Foulsham,
Stuart Mercer, Rodney Tan 
STRUCTURAL, SERVICES ENGINEER 
BuroHappotd 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 
Hyland Edgar Driver 
QUANTITY SURVEYOR 
EC Harris
ACOUSTIC CONSULTANT
ACSConsuhants
PLANNING SUPERVISOR
Crowthers
MAIN CONTRACTOR
SDC Builders
SUBCONTRACTORS AND SUPPLKRS

Structural concrete frame Febrey;precast concrete floor 
Hanson Birchwood;strucrura/s(ee/wor)c Rutland 
Engineering; mectMinica<TfiumphServices;e<ectrica< 
tOSilectncaV.prefabrkatedwallpanelsAtm Building; 
windows Vetfec; western red cedar chdding VirKen t 
rimber;cement/trouswo//c/oddrngCembrit8lunn;roof 
cladding Plannja; roofiights Vitral UK;stee/gontry and 
lighting diffusers Steel Construction;starrcoses and 
balustrade Spiral Construction; d«sob/edpfatfi>rm lift 
Gartec; bormers Sola rbladesicoferingequrpmenf Shine 
Food Machinery;softfondscap/ng A&F Landscapes

SUBSTRUCTURE 4.56

SUPERSTRUCTURE
Frame
Upperfloors
Roof
Rooflights
Staircases
External walls
Windows
Exterrtal doors
Internal walls and partitions
Internal doors
Croup element total

58.02
45.80
78,88
20.36
4B.85

152.67
96.69
12.72
71.25
48.35

633.59

4.00
3.16
5.44
1.40
3.37

10.53
6.67
0.88
4.91
3.33

43.66

INTERNAL FINISHES 
Walt finishes 
Floor finishes 
Ceiling finishes 
Group element total

40.71
33.08
22.90
96.69

2.81
2.28
1.58

6.67

FITTINGS AND FURNITURE 20.36 1.4

SERVICES
Sanitary appliances 
Services equipment 
Disposal installations 
Water installations 
Space heating and air treatment 63.61 
Electrical services 
Lift and conveyor installations 
Protective installations 
Communication installation 
Builders'work in connection 
Group efemenr totof

EXTERNAL WORKS

15.27
22.90
35.62
30.03

1.05
1.58
2.46WEBLINKS

2.07Chinese Overseas Christian Mission
www.cocm.org.uk 
Mweer+Tan 
www.mercertan.com 
BuroHappold 
www.burohappold.com 
Hyland Edgar Driver 
www.heduk.com 
EC Harris
www.echarris.com
Crowthers
www.cfowthers.clara.net
Milton Keynes
www.mkweb.co.uk/futurecmk

4.39
122.14

12.72
8.42
0.68

2.04 0.14
27.99 1.93

7.63 0.53
339.95 23.44

74.61 5.16

PRELIMINARIES/INSURANCE 216.83 15.09

TOTAL 1,450.04

Cost data provided by Ray Coppins, E C Harris
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A TRADITIONAL I f it*s built by us, it’ll make a huge 

impression.

If you're thinking big. Think beautiful 
oak framed buildings, to either stand 
alone or act as a seamless addition to an 

existing structure. At English Heritage 
Buildings we can provide what you want 

to your exact specification.

To coin a phrase, size is not an issue; 
in fact, we can create a magnificent 
hotel extension, a hunting Ij'jdge, an 
exclusive showroom, whatever you 
require whilst still being built with the 
same traditional materials and attention 
to detail you’ll find tm our smaller 
outbuildings, garages and garden rooms.

In short, there’s nothing we can’t build.

SOLUTION
FOR A BIG IDEA.

We will work closely with you from 

the earliest formation of plans to ensure 
a highly personal and unique project. 

We’ll also design a structure to suit your 
individual requirements, which blends 
with the property and surrounding 
environment. Not forgetting, of course, 
a stunning interior finish ux).

All of which leads to an aesthetically 
charming. Old English style build that’s 

both big on the outside, awesome on 
the inside.

UmIhpill 111 II 01424 838 643
for a brochure.

(iarJen nxuns • Courtyard complexes • Garages • Swimming pcxil enclosures 

Barns • Home offices « Homes • Gazebos

www.ehl^.com
Buildings that go back to their rootsenquiry 6 on card

www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect



Turning over a new Leith
CDA has refurbished and extended a 19BOs 
shopping precinct in Leith, outside Edinburgh, giving 
the run-down area a lift, all on a very tight budget
By Barrie Evans. Photographs by Paul Zanre

n

n iai 1
The regeneration of Leith is patchy. The 
new apartments we featured recently (AJ 
12.2.04) at Ronaldson s Wharf sit in a water­
side area with bars and restaurants in new 
trendy Leith. Improvement in other parts is 
less certain. Newkirkgate is a largely uncov­
ered shopping precinct in old Leith, opened 
in 1968. Rental growth has not been enough 
to finance the regular upgrading needed to 
keep pace with contemporary retail develop­
ments. Ron Moir of CDA described the 
overall feel of the development as ‘tired’ and 
a ‘hostile environment’. It was unsafe after 
dark. Units were empty (a few still are).

Allied London Properties bought 
Newkirkgate in 1998, aiming to bring it up 
to date and in the process also to create new 
floorspace. An open-roofed mall runs 
roughly south to north from the end of Leith 
Walk, with a smaller, covered mall branching 
off to an adjacent street (called Great Junc­
tion). The retail units were largely single 
storey, of typical low-budget ’60s construc­
tion, with concrete canopies. A block of flats 
was part of the scheme and there were sever­
al bridges and access routes through the 
precinct. At the north end was a two-storey 
community centre, part of which bridged 
over the pedestrian access from housing 
beyond, creating an unattractive tunnel and 
blocking views to the nearby South Leith 
parish church.

City of Edinburgh Council agreed to the 
temporary closure of the community centre 
and substantial rebuilding. The centre is now 
located at first-floor level, wrapping round 
and part-masking the bulk of the existing 
sports hall (maintenance still needed) and
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mall - cross section looking north

KEY
1 community centre (above shops)
2 shop units
3 offices (above shops)
4 covered wall
S roof parking
6 vehicle ramp
7 blodiofflats
S external mall
9 mall bridge and stair
10 car parking
11 signage. Kulptureartd seating

Leith Walk
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New bridge with walkway to
the community centre. To the
right of supermarket, bridging
buildings have been removed
to open the view to the north.
Below: Phil Johnson's
sculpture marking the main
entranceto Newkirkgate

opening up views to the church from its cafe 
windows and for shoppers in the mall gener­
ally. Some access points (pends) were closed 
and built up to increase retail flcxrrspace; 
more floorspace came from some building 
along the mall at first-floor level.

Apart from the new northerly pedestrian 
access toward the church, the other remain­
ing access points to the scheme were also 
addressed. At the busy road junction to the 
south, which is the main Newkirkgate 
entrance, its renewed presence is signalled by 
a tall conical sculpture commissioned by 
CDA from artist blacksmith Phil Johnson 
(plus related seating). On Great Junction the 
covered mall’s entrance has a new pair of 
gates, also by Johnson.

The dark ground-floor canopies and

bridges were cleared away. A new bridge now 
span.s from the lift on the east side of the 
open mall to a new raised walkway on the 
west that leads to the first-floor community 
centre. The more energetic can use the new 
stairs halfway along the bridge.

Both bridge and walkway are in gal­
vanised steel, a key part of the simple but 
robust palette CDA has employed. Cladding 
framing to retail units on both floors is now 
in the same galvanised steel with, on the 
ground floor, use of green granite column 
casings and spandrels. There is render too, 
with a dark blue brick plinth and, at first- 
floor level, out of harm’s way, the palette is 
softened with horizontal cedar boarding 
against the render. The malls are repaved.

New canopies at first-floor level reshape 
the space, give some shelter and, through 
uplighting their soffits, provide night-time 
illumination without lamp posts. The cov­
ered mall is also upgraded, including a new 
roof vault and lighting.

There are now 12,000m’ of retail space 
following an overall project spend of about 
£4 million, all carried out with the existing 
retail tenants in occupation. There is a new 
quality, clarity and lightness, a more civic 
feel. However, with Lidl as anchor tenant and 
a few budget-type units as well as some of the 
more-usual high-street names such as Boots 
and Woolworth, this Is not gentrification. 
Rather it is an upgrading that should help 
give confidence in the future of this area 
more widely. With the budget stretched in so 
many directions this could never be a Stirling 
Prize scheme, but CDA has provided a very 
appropriate architectural service.

CR£Oas
TENDERDATE 

June 2001
START ON SITE DATE 

August 2001 
CONTRACT DURATION 

59 weeks
GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR

AREA

5.160m'
FORM OF CONTRACT

Scottish Building 
Contract,Contractor’s 
Design Portion,
Sectional Completion 
Addition with Quantities 
(January 2000 Revision) 
TOTAL COST 

£4,000,000 
DEVELOPER

Allied London Properties 
ARCHITECT

CDA: Mark Allan,Gareth 
Thompson,Adrian 
ShiMiday.John Milne 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 

Les Alexander Associates 
SERVICES ENGINEER 

(SCHEME DESIGN)

KJTait
QUANTITY SURVEYOR 

Mackenzie Partnership

SCULPTOR

P Johnson & Company
MAIN CONTRACTOR

Mowlem
SUBCONTRACTORS AND 

SUPPLIERS

Oemo/itJon CMI; 
sfrucfuro/sfee/Bone 
Steel;AWf Vaughan 
Engineerir>g Group; 
joinery f\rstde;curtain 
walling and windows 
Northern Tectonics; 
shop^onts Beattie 
Architectural 
Aluminium;ro//erdoors 
Advanced Roller Doors; 
steel stairs Peter 
Marshall; lift Kone; stone 
cladding Mcfet\ane 
Masonry; rooWoddifjg 
Nelson Cladding; single 
ply roofing Dotastic; 
structural glazing Gray & 
Dkk; metalwork Tom 
Young; rooflighfs East 
Anglia Rooflights; floor 
screed\fV,artist 
blacksmith Ratho Byres 
Forge

WEBLINKS
Allied London Ptopeities
www.allied-london-properties.com
CDA
www.cda-group.co.uk
KJTait
www.kjtait.co.uk 
Mackenzie Partnership 
www.mackenzieuk.com 
P Johnson&Company 
www.rathobyresforge.co.uk 
Mowlem
www.mowlem.co.uk
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Construction futures the construction industry in the next 
10 years. The Budget commitment to 
invest in public services in the form of 
primary and acute health, and new 
and modernised education facilities 
is likely to provide a major boost to 
many previously declining regions 
and cities.

The reforms suggested in the 
Barker Report could substantially 
increase the provision of affordable 
housing by at least 17,000 units per 
year for the next 10 years, although 
speeding up delivery could be con­
strained by the availability of land 
and speed of the planning.

If 27,000 government jobs are 
taken out of London and the South 
East, as recommended by the Lyons 
Report, demand for office space in the 
capital will inevitably suffer, although 
the relocation could act as a catalyst 
to reinvigorate many local and 
regional economies.

□ur quarterly survey examines the dramatic impact that recent 
government interventions may have on the construction industry
BY PAUL MOORE

Building tender prices nationally are 
forecast to rise by 3.7 per cent in the 
year to the first quarter of 2005 and by 
a further 3.7 per cent the following 
year. The rises will come as a result of 
an expected 3.2 per cent increase in 
construction growth this year, with 
further increases of 1.8 per cent in 
2005 and 2.7 per cent in 2006.

Despite the fall in commercial 
office activity, contractors in London 
are still busy and tender prices are 
expected to rise by 4.1 per cent in 
the next year, with an increase of 3.9 
per cent in the year to first quarter 
2006.

For much of the rest of the UK, the 
cutback in activity in the commercial 
offices sector looks likely to continue 
and the industrial sector will struggle. 
However, spending on infrastructure 
will rise and the substantial injection 
of government funds into health and 
education should see workload in the 
public non-housing sector increase by 
13 per cent this year and by a further 6 
per cent in 2005 and 2006.

Unlike much of the past decade, the 
increase In workload is likely to take 
place away from south-east England, 
and more active market conditions in 
Scotland and north-west England will 
inevitably lead to substantial hikes in 
tender prices in these regions.

Rail, water and roads all have some 
catching up to do after last year’s poor 
figures, but civil engineering tender 
prices are forecast to rise by at least 4 
per cent in the next year and by a fur­
ther 3.2 per cent in the year to the first 
quarter of 2006. With a shortage of 
some specialist skills, these figures 
could be exceeded in some local areas 
of demand.

'More active markets in Scotland and north-west 
England will lead to substantial tender price hikes'

Input costs
Contractors’ input costs rose by 5.2 per 
cent in the year to March 2004 and by 
1.7 per cent in the past three months. 
In the year to March 2004, lal>our rates 
increased by an average of 8.2 per cent 
while materials’ prices were 2.9 j>er cent 
higher than a year ago.

The relative slowdown in price 
rises in London - just 4 per cent dur­
ing the year - has been balanced by a 
boom in activity in the North West, 
where site labour rates have increased 
by 10 per cent in the past year.

Reinforcement prices rose by 8.1 
per cent in the past three months but 
structural steel prices, which had been 
expected to show a substantial rise, 
have not moved in the past year. How­
ever, a number of contractors have 
warned of future rises in structural 
steel prices and substantial hikes, of the 
order of 15-25 per cent, are being 
talked up in the next six months.

Another cost that will affect the 
price of many construction projects 
in England and Wales results from the 
EU Landfill Directive. The directive 
will dramatically reduce the haz­
ardous disposal capacity in England 
and Wales after July 2004, resulting in 
a significant increase in remediation 
costs. The 200 current hazardous 
landfill sites in the UK are expected to 
fall to a maximum of 12, with no sites 
in Wales and only limited capacity in
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Survey highlights
• Construction output in the fourth quarter of 2003 was 
2 per cent higher than the previous quarter and 6 per cent 
higherthan the fourth quarter of 2002.
• Construction output is forecast to increase by 3.2 per cent 
this year,by 1.8 per cent in 2005 and by 2.7 per cent in 2006.
• Skilled labour costs rose by 2.7 per cent in the past three 
months and by 8.2 percent since March 2003.
• Materials prices rose by 2.9 per cent in the year to March
2004.
• Privatecomn>ercial sector work will continue to fall, 
down by 6 per cent this year and by a further 5 per cent in
2005, with no change In 2006.
• i nfrastructure output is set to rise by 6 per cent this year, 
by 6 per cent in 2005 and by 4 per cent in 2006.
• investment in health and education will boost public 
non-housing sector output, with rises of 13 per cent this 
year and 6 percent in 2005 and 2006.
• Tender prices are forecast to rise nationally by 3.7 per 
cent in the next year ar^d by 3.4 per cent in the year to the 
first quarter of2006.
• Tender prices in London are settoriseby4.1 percent in 
the next year and by 3.9 per cent during the following year.
• Civiis tender prices are set to rise by up to 4 per cent in 
the next year with a further 3,2 percent rise in the year to 
the first quarter of 2006.
• Underlying rate of retail price inflation is expected to run 
at 1.7 per cent this year, 1.9 per cent in 2005, and thereafter 
to average 2 per cent through to the end of 2008.
• Economic growth in the UK is set to rise by 3.1 percent 
this year. 2.6 per cent in 2005 and then run at an average of 
2.4 per cent through to the end of 2008.

After the Budget
Last month’s Budget coincided with 
the publication of the Barker Report 
on housing and the Lyons Report on 
government services. The combined 
effect of these two reports is expected 
to increase workload in the medium 
term and radically affect the profile of
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the south of England. The resultant 
increased travelling and higher oper­
ating expenses are likely to more than 
double tipping costs.

Civil engineering
A fail in infrastructure workload in
2003 should correct itself in the first 
quarter of this year as the annual rush 
to get contracts awarded before the 
end of the fiscal year ensues.

Workload overall across all sectors 
is improving with renewed vigour; 
the Highways i^ency has received a 
significant injection of funds and the 
water sector is moving into the peak 
year of its five-year periodic cycle.

Optimism still prevails and the 
infrastructure sector is forecast to 
show some of the highest rates of 
growth in the next three years, with 
increases in output of 6 per cent in
2004 and 2005, and a further 4 per 
cent in 2006. Growth of demand 
combined with shortages of resources 
means that prices are forecast to rise 
by at least 4 per cent in 2004, slowing 
to 3.2 per cent by the first quarter of 
2006.

‘Workload 
overall across 
all sectors is 
improving with 
renewed 
vigour... the 
infrastructure 
sector is 
forecast to 
show some of 
the highest 
rates of 
growth in the 
next three 
years'

Macroeconomic factors
So, the chancellor was right about eco­
nomic growth and most observers 
were wrong. The chancellor’s forecast 
of growth in the March Budget of 3-3.5 
per cent in 2004 and 2005, slowing to 
2.5-3 per cent in 2006, should therefore 
be taken seriously, although the figures 
are more optimistic than the view of 
the City

Public-sector finances are expect­
ed to fund increases of 7 per cent a 
year in the National Health Service 
until 2007/08, while education will 
get a similarly generous settlement.

House prices rose by 18.5 per cent 
in the year to March, according to the 
Halifax. The ratio between house 
prices and earnings is now at the top of 
its post-war range; if interest rates rise 
higher than the current 4 per cent there 
is a danger that Britain’s housing 
bubble could burst with severe conse­
quences for the rest of the economy. 
Paul Moore is head of the cost research 
department at EC Harris. Tel 020 7391 
2586

don remain busy, despite the fall in 
commercial offices, with high-profile, 
high-value schemes such as London 
Bridge, Battersea Power Station and 
the new Arsenal stadium providing 
workload. Tender prices in London 
are expected to rise by 4.1 per cent in 
the next year, with a further increase 
of 3.9 per cent in the year to the first 
quarter of 2006.

The North West has seen a tremen­
dous upswing of workload, with both 
Manchester and Liverpool seeing sub­
stantial investment in inner-city 
private residential schemes, while Liv­
erpool’s ‘City of Culture’ status has 
seen a sea change in the approach by 
developers.

Across the Pennines, Yorkshire, 
while not showing the same condi­
tions as the North West, is seeing some 
strong growth in residential schemes. 
The perception is that some contrac­
tors are sitting on comfortable order 
books, and there can be some difficul­
ty in putting together tender lists for 
medium-sized schemes.

Construction activity
The latest Budget pronouncements 
should ensure continued growth in 
the public sector, where capital 
spending in the fourth quarter of 
2003 was 27 per cent higher than a 
year earlier; the sector increased by 20 
per cent during 2003 as a whole.

The slowdown in workload in 
commercial offices resulted in a drop 
of 6 per cent in the private commer­
cial sector during 2003. A sector that 
has seen substantial growth is private 
housing, where activity rose by 18 per 
cent in the fourth quarter of 2003 
compared with the same period in 
2002, and by 12.5 per cent during 
2003 as a whole. Continued activity in 
the high-quality residential sector has 
buoyed up workload in London, and 
there is now a return to inner-city liv­
ing in a number of cities across the 
country.

Tender prices
A continued steady increase in work­
load is forecast to produce building 
tender price rises of 3.7 per cent in the 
year to first quarter 2005, with a 
further 3.7 per cent increase in the 
following year. Contractors in Lon­
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The appliance of compliance of land directly is unlikely to be suc­
cessful, mainly because the role of the 
planning system in changing the 
value of sites reduces the effective­
ness of price signals, and would 
create concerns about the fairness 
of the tax regime... However... the 
government should actively pursue 
measures to share in windfall gains 
that accrue to landowners (upon the 
grant of planning permission).’

With detailed submissions to be required for future planning 
consent, outline planning permissions remain in name only
BY BRIAN WATERS

'Despite the 
fact that the 
planning 
profession 
seems to be in 
denial, design 
really has 
emerged the 
winner as a 
new material 
consideration'

Hard to know where to start this 
month. Planning seems to have 
made it to the broadsheet front 
pages most weeks lately, and the 
soap opera I hat is the House of Lords 
ratifying the Planning Bill keeps 
springing surprises.

Despite the fact that the planning 
profession seems to be in denial - at 
least if you read its house magazine, 
Planning-design really has emerged 
the winner as a new material 
consideration, even though it is 
increasingly being wrapped in some­
thing called a ‘design code’.

Witness the government’s about- 
turn on outline planning applications. 
These were slated to be abolished by 
the new planning act, but amend­
ments were tabled in the Lords at the 
end of March removing the offending 
clauses, with details promised in a 
new General Permitted Development 
Order, following consultation.

Ministerial concern was that 
developers were providing too little 
information so that authorities 
found themselves granting outline 
consents while unable to predict the 
character of the final scheme. Client 
lobbyists such as the British Proper­
ty Federation and the RICS objected, 
claiming that outline permission 
was important in obtaining develop­
ment finance.

In future, outline applications 
will have to include sufficient Infor­
mation to meet the requirements of 
an environmental impact assess­
ment and will have to describe 
massing, layout, relationship to 
public space, density, height, access 
routes, landscape strategy, mix of 
use and response to context. It is 
hard to see how this can be achieved 
without a pretty full design, espe­
cially when, as is usually the case, 
the developer wants to maximise 
the site’s development potential. 
There may be scope for negotiation 
since, according to planning min­
ister Keith Hill, ‘the level of 
information required should be
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appropriate to the complexity of 
the scheme’.

Green or Brown
Planning featured large in Gordon 
Brown’s budget statement too, large­
ly thanks to Kate Barker’s report on 
housing'. Barker is a member of the 
independent committee set up by 
Brown to decide interest rates, and 
she recognises the need for planning 
(for housing at any rate) to respond 
to signals from the economy - that’s 
house prices to you and me.

In her interim report she expressed 
horror at the extent of anti-develop­
ment feeling that her research threw 
up, so now she proposes the means to 
counter the Nimby tendency reflected 
in local planning committees. The 
pressure is on to have a demand-led 
policy for the release of housing land 
and, as John Prescott had shown, 
this will be a top-down business. It 
will be supported by the provision 
of local incentives such as the reten­
tion by the council for the first three 
years of the additional council tax 
generated by new housing.

A new disincentive is also moot­
ed, a development tax- the Planning 
Gain Supplement (PGS) - heralded 
for next year, to be levied when plan­
ning permissions are granted. This is 
where economic theory and practice 
part company. As many an architect 
will know only too well, the grant of 
a permission does not make the 
client instantly cash-rich. The 
moment to levy a development tax is 
at the start of development when the 
funding (and the developer’s opti­
mism) are in place. This is still not 
the equitable moment since the 
profit is earned not by the permis­
sion but by the risk taker, and can 
only be assessed at completion of 
sales and lettings of the develop­
ment. Any earlier levy adds hugely to 
the developers’ risk and so to the dis­
incentive to build.

In fact. Barker says: ‘Using taxa­
tion as a means to increase the supply

Tax at source
As Crispin Kelly pointedly argued 
(AJ 25.3.04), the equity of a PGS is 
dubious, a landowner being liable to 
40 per cent capital gains tax on dis­
posal already. Perhaps the chancellor 
should focus on the large number 
of offshore developers and simply 
ensure they pay their whack. Be sure 
that as a result of the extended con­
sultation period for the Barker 
report and all the rest, no develop­
ment land tax will emerge, which is 
timed solely to bite when a planning 
permission is granted. If it were, 
the supply of land for housing 
would dry up waiting for the next lot 
to take power.

These are just some of the poten­
tially conflicting propositions that 
are now launched upon a consulta­
tion process. Why conflicting? A 
couple of examples - the review of 
the Section 106 ‘planning gain’ 
process and of proposed ‘tariffs’ has 
to be reconciled with the Planning 
Gain Supplement. Even if both were 
to coexist, the cost of one would have 
to be offset against the other. And 
would the money lost to councils by 
scaling back Section 106 agreements 
‘to cover the direct impact of devel­
opment and contributions to social 
housing only’, as Barker says, just go 
to the Treasury rather than the com­
munity? Or is that a silly question?

If the PGS is introduced as 
announced, the last thing a developer 
will want is an outline planning 
permission, so it would have been a 
bit of a waste of their lordships’ 
breath retaining them.
Brian Waters is principal of the 
Boisot Waters Cohen Partnership, 
www.bwcp.co.uk

Footnotes
1. www.barkerreview.org.uk - emails to 
consultation@barkerreview.org.uk
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webwatchlegal matters

Sowing the 
seeds: a cynic’s 
uiew about CPD

Master the art of mediation to 
successfully resolve disputes
A few years ago ( attended a residential media­
tion course with CEDR, the Centre for Dispute 
Resolution. It was, to use a neutral term, a 
memorable event and various Images from that 
frenetic week have stuck. Although those in 
attendance were mostly lawyers, there was a 
smattering of other disciplines, including con­
struction professionals, a psychiatrist and four 
Queen's Bench Masters. Masters deal with the 
interlocutory stages of High Court actions, giv­
ing directions, deciding contested applications 
and making orders to bring the case on for trial. 
They occupy a corridor of the High Court, known 
unsurprisingly enough as 'the Masters' Corridor' 
which runs from a large gathering area, known 
for some reason as 'the Bear Garden'. Queen's 
Bench Masters have a prompt, no-nonsense 
approach to their prolific workload. They are an 
idiosyncratic group who, 
when taking luncheon 
together at the same table 
in Hall in the Temple, 
would not look out of 
place in a scene from Gor- 
menghast The q uestlon is, 
of course, what were they 
doing on the CEDR media­
tion course?

It turned out that a new 
initiative was emerging to 
encourage parties to High 
Court litigation to agree to 
mediation. As one Master 
pointed out: 'If we are 
going to stay proceedings 
for mediation, we ought to know what It is about! 
During the course, the Masters excelled them­
selves, being well equipped to assimilate the 
complex facts of a dispute upon a first reading, 
they played the roles assigned to them with gusto 
during the day and then saw off all contenders on 
the claret front in the evenings. As with most 
lawyers with a lifetime's experience of rights and 
evidence based dispute resolution, they found it 
easier to give a judgment on liability than to bro­
ker a mediated settlement. So the fears of some 
were allayed - no, the Queen's Bench Masters 
would not be offering a mediation service.

At the time, mediation was a relatively new 
addition to the dispute resolution tool kit. 
Although the courts were keen to encourage 
parties to mediate, and would judge those who 
had unreasonably refused, harshly, particularly

on the question of costs, they had no power to 
order parties to try to compromise their dispute 
in this way. Since then, mediation has grown 
in stature and its reputation, and its enviable 
success rate, has spread. Even In sizeable con­
struction disputes, parties frequently agree that 
trial preparation should Include a slot for media­
tion. The statistics show that in most cases, the 
parties will clinch a deal, either close to midnight 
on the day or shortly thereafter.

Mediation has been welcomed by those 
responsible for reducing the bill to the taxpayer 
for the administration of justice. A successful 
mediation means one less trial for a judge to try. 
As a result, mediation pilot schemes are spring­
ing up in various courts across the country. One 
has recently commenced in Central London 
County Court where the Court can now require 

the parties to attend a 
mediation appointment 
or to give good reasons 
why not. The order Is 
made by the Court at its 
own initiative in suitable 
cases, which appears to be 
all cases other than small 
claims, cases concerning 
children or claims for an 
injunction. Although the 
parties are invited to 
agree to this procedure, if 
they don't, the court may 
still order the mediation to 
go ahead. The proceed­
ings are then stayed for 

two months while the court fixes the date, time 
and venue. The mediator's fees are charged by 
the court and paid by the parties in advance, fail­
ing which the case is referred back to the judge 
for an explanation.

A similar pilot scheme is already In operation 
In Bournemouth County Court. It Is free to the 
parties and the unpaid external mediators 
process up to seven mediations a day, each one 
scheduled for a maximum of only 45 minutes. 
Even so, the success rate is high. More such 
schemes are to be expected as the Court of 
Appeal is due give Judgment in two cases 
concerning the courts' inherent powers to stay 
disputes for mediation.

Yes, it seems that the Queen's Bench Masters 
may be offering mediation services yet.

One of the nice things about not being in 
thrall to the RIBA or ARCUK is that you 
don't have to do CPD (continuous 
professional development). Don't get 
me wrong, the need for architects to 
keep abreast of things is obvious 
enough, even if at least one 
distinguished architect used to rumble 
away to the effect that his clients heard 
he was having to update his knowledge 
on a regular basis they would wonder 
about his general competence. However, 
you do get a tad cynical when you learn 
that the RIBA wilt let construction- 
related suppliers and manufacturers run 
a CPD programme providing their 
competitors haven't taken up the 
available slots - and on payment of a 
neat sum of dosh. Three grand it was 
several years ago when I dreamed up this 
wizard scheme... Apparently,thefeeis 
for sending architects off to see if the 
programme is credible. I was reminded of 
all this when Rentoklll's PR person rang 
up to suggest that I take a look at 
www.p1ants-in-buildings.com.

This Is a nice enough site, with the 
exception that the designer asserts 
his/her'individuality'by doing diagonals 
everywhere. Just like you did in third 
form art when you imagined it was the 
latest thing. And the text can't be resized. 
And you have to scroll down to see the 
bottom of pages. In'A to Z of plants' I 
tried to find'cameilia' by clicking'(C]'. I 
gave up after a while because the list 
goes on the Latin name.Then the'Why 
plants?'section. This turned out to be a 
very, very long stretch of text with 
Illustrations to break up the serious 
monotony. And then the'expert area' 
including the RIBA-approved CPD online 
learning. Being a not very nice person, I 
clicked my way through the first module 
to the quiz at the end where there were 
just two multiple choke questions:one 
involving percentages;the other Latin 
names. Multiple choice, of course. That 
means you do not have the tedium of 
remembering Latin plant names, just 
recognising them. Even I could probably 
do that.
sutherland.fya/l@btinternet.com

'A successful 
mediation means 
one less trial for a 
judge to try. As a 
result, pilot schemes 
are springing up 
across the country’

Kim Franklin
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London
Inrioar lypa: Michael Samaels 29April- 
28 May. An exhibition at the AA. 36 
BedfordSaWCl (02078B74145). 
Schaalaforthe Fetura: Eaemplar 
Oesipaa 3-24 A4oy. An exhibition at the 
RIBA.66 Portland Place,Wl .Details 
02075805533.
From FuncHanalitai ta lha Futare: C F 
Mailer Architects Until WMay.Ar\ 
exhibition at the RIBA, 66 Portland 
Place, W1 .Details 020 7850 5533. 
Bvilding farPeaple: The Real Value at 
Ceaatnictien Wednesday l2May,
15.30.The BRE Annual Conference at 
the Science Museum.Details 
swww.bre.co.uk/confeferKe 
Leiiev Faxcreft Until 15 May. An 
exhibition at Annely Juda Fine Art,23 
Dering St,Wl .Details 020 7629 7578. 
Fred Mansaa: Smashiag China 
Wednesday l9May, 18.30.A UDG 
lecture at The Gallery, 77 Cowcross St, 
EC1 .Details 020 7250 0892.
Will Aliap Thursday20 May, 19.15. A 
lectureat the Design Museum, Shad 
Thames,SEl.Details 020 79408783. 
Anlani Malinowski Until 22 May. 
Paintirsgs by an artist known for his 
architectural collaborations. At 
Gl mpel Fils, 30 Davies St,W1. Details 
02074932488.
Building Cities for Cenmeaity 6 tdeatitg
13-1 /June. The 40th International 
Making Cities Livable Conference at 
the University of London Notre Dame 
Centre.Detailswww.livablecities.org 
Archi|rsm Until 4 July. An exhibition at 
the Design Museum.Shad Thames, 
SE1.Details 0870 8339955.

Monday lO/Woy. A Construction 
Study Centre course at Birmingham. 
Details0l21 4343337.
Elizabeth Magill Until 23 May.
An exhibition at the Ikon Gallery, 
Birmingham.Details0121 2480708. 
RIBA CPO Event: Problena in 
Architectural Practice Thursday27 
May. l4.tX).Aseminar at Birmingham. 
Details0121 2332321.

Yorkshire
Eduardo Chitlide Unt<i4 May. An 
exhibition at the Yorkshire Sculpture 
Park, West Bretton, Wakefield. Details 
01924830302.
Cathy Hawley Imuf I Thursday 6 May. 
18.00. A lecture at the ArtsTower, 
University of Sheffield. Details 
www.suas.org
With Hidden Neiae 8 May-8 August.
An exhibition at the Henry Moore 
Institute, 74 the Headrow, Leeds. 
Details01132343158.
Worhing with the COM Ragulatiens 
Monday lOMay. A Construction 
Study Centre course at Harrogate. 
Details0121434 3337.

Scotland
RIAS Canvention 20D46-7/Vfay.At 
Aberdeen, with speakers including 
Peter Cook, Colin Fournier, Berredetta 
Tagliabue and Richard Weston. 
Details0131 2297545.
C J Lim Until 7May. An exhibition at 
Glasgow School of Art, Renfrew St, 
Glasgow.0etails0141 3S34S25. 
Fiald Trip Until2July.An exhibition at 
The Lighthouse,! 1 Mitchell Lar>e, 
Glasgow.Details0141 2216362.

Wales
The John Hinde Butlin'a Phatographs
1 May-13Jur>e.At Ffotogallery,Turr»er 
hlouse Gallery,Plymouth Rd,Penarth. 
Details029 20708870 
Urhaa lagaciet 6-7 May. A twcnday 
conference on the role of artists 8e 
architects in shaping the public 
realm. At Cardiff. Details Gordon 
Dalton02920 193004.

South East
Biuaeppa Penone: The Imprint of 
Drawini UntiV 9May. An exhibition at 
Milton Keynes Gallery, 900 
Midsummer Boulevard,Milton 
Keynes. Details 01908 676 900.
RIBA CPD Eviet: Esaeetlal legal Update 
(Baildiag Regt, DBA) Thursday 13May. 
16.00. At LeMeridien Hotel,Gatwick. 
Details01892S1S878.
Oak and Iran Friday 14 May. At the 
Weald &Downland Open Air 
Museum, r>ear Chichester. Details 
01243811464.
Oungeneia Unb7 J6May. Photographs 
by Nigel Green at Rye Art Gallery, 
Ockman Lane, Rye-Details 
01797222433.

for Contemporary Art, City Library, 
Sunderland.Details0191 5141235.

North West
Richard Saxon Thursday 29April, 19.30. 
A lecture at St George's Church, 
Friargate, Preston. Details Doug 
Chadwick01254 59835.
Erie Parry Thursday6May 
f9.30. AlectureattheGrosvenor 
Museum, GrosvenorStChester, 
Details Mark Kyffin 0161 236 5667. 
Blaatieg the Futare: Vorticism in Britaie 
1910-19217May-25July.An 
exhibition at the Whitworth Art 
Gallery, Oxford Rd, Manchester. 
Details0161 275 7450.
BCD Annual Conference 20-21 May.
At Manchester International 
Conference Centre.Details 
01722339811.
Architecture end Ideology; Beat Studio 
3 (Arhheieel Until29May.Two 
exhibitions at CUBE, 113 Portland St 
Manchester (0161 2375525).

South
Mihe Nelson 8 Moy-4 July. An 
architectural installation at Modern 
Art Oxford, 30 Pembroke St, Oxford. 
Details 01865 722733.
Immaterial: Brancesi, Sabo, Mohtfy* 
Nagy Until23May. An exhibition at 
SouthamptonOty Art Gallery, 
Southampton Civic Centre. 
Details023 80832153.

East
Timber Frame Repairs 5'7May.Athree- 
day course at CressingTemple,Essex. 
Details0124S437672.
Attila Csarge Ur?b7 9May. An art- 
meets-sclenceexhibition at Kettle's 
Yard, Castle St,Cambridge. Details 
01223352124.
Architects' legal Update Cenference
18-19Moy.A Workplace LawTraining 
course at Cambridge. Details 0870 
7778881.

Wessex
Domestic (Flutility Unti/JMoy.Agroup 
exhibition at the New Art Centre, 
Roche Court, East Winterslow, rvear 
Salisbury. Details 01980 862244. 
Saccessfui Development of Brownfield 
S Centimioaled land Tuesday 11 May.
A Construction Study Centre event at 
the Avon Gorge Hotel,Clifton, Bristol. 
Details0121 4343337.

International
Giancarle De Carle Until 14June.
At the Pompidou Centre. Paris. Details 
www.centrepompidou.fr 
Conleat: Rem Koolhaas - DMA - AMO 
Until 29August. An exhibition at the 
Kunsthal, Rotterdam.Details 
www.kunsthal.nl 
Jera Utzon Until 29August. An 
exhibition at the Louisiana Museum, 
Humelbaek. Details 
www.louisiana.dk

East Midlands
Hooked ea Beolit: The Library of Sir 
John Soane 30 April-30 August. An 
exhibition at the Lakeside Arts 
Centre, University Park. Nottingham. 
Details 0115 846 7777.
Ptptr Sundays, 14.00-18.00,until6 
June. Works on paper by four artists at 
Fermynwoods,nr Brigstock, 
Kettering. Details 01536 373469.

West Midlands
The ODA - ia Action Thursday 6 May.
A Construction Study Centre course 
at a Birmingham venue. DetailsOI 21 
4343337.
Making Construction Contracts Work

North
Fantaiy Architecture 30 Apri)-3 July,
An exhibition at the Northern Gallery

Informoiioft for inclusion should be sent to 
Andrew Mead at The Architects'Journal at 
least two weeks beforepublication.
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review

Beside the seaside Like most anthologies, Lyndon’s account 
of the Sea Ranch’s architectural highlights 
is essentially a celebration, best sampled 
and savoured rather than read at a single 
sitting. As such, it offers numerous, less 
familiar, delights: MLTW’s two swim­
ming/tennis facilities, the heavily modelled 
contours of the first reminiscent of an 
Indian step-well; Moore’s snaking Miglio 
House; Lyndon and Turnbull’s own houses; 
and several things by Esherick.

Among the less well-known designers, 
Obie Bowman impresses as the most 
distinctive. His Clayton House, ranged 
around a circular entrance/garden court, 
brings Lutyens to mind, while the earlier 
Brunsell House (pictured) - familiar from 
books on ‘green’ building - incorporates 
now commonplace environmental strate­
gies, such as thermal mass and site-hu^ing 
geometry, into a complex, formally ambi­
tious whole.

Despite its high environmental aspira­
tions, the Sea Ranch nearly fell prey to a 
second wave of activism in the 1970s that 
sought to ban ail such coastal developments. 
Despite these objeaions, it was the first 
world-class project to respond convincingly 
to the environmental agenda that was begin­
ning - in the wake of Rachel Carson’s book 
Silent Spring - to command public atten­
tion. Its later development may not have 
fully lived up to the standards set at the out­
set (Lyndon argues it has), but it remains a 
unique achievement, ripe for re-evaluation. 
The publication of this comprehensive, 
beautifully designed and photographed 
record could hardly be more timely.
Richard Weston is professor of architecture at 
Cardiff University

RICHARD WESTON 

The Sea Ranch
By Donlyn Lyndon and Jim Alinder. Princeton Architectural Press. 2(XM. 304pp. £40

Internationally, the Sea Ranch has become 
synonymous with the cluster of 10 condo­
minium units designed by Moore Lyndon 
Turnbull Whitaker (MLTW) for a spectacu­
lar cliff-top site in northern California in 
1964. Type the words into Google, however, 
and you will be confronted with a clamour 
of estate agents’ sites, inviting you to rent or 
buy a property there.

The Sea Ranch we know and love is, in fact, 
merely the eponymous architectural flagship 
for an ambitious project by an Hawaii-based 
developer that now constitutes some 1,600 
houses spread over 1,620 hectares and 16 
kilometres of rugged, windswept coastline, 
from the outset it was intended to offer a 
unique example of landscape development, 
and to that end the brightest Californian 
landscape architect, Lawrence Halprin, was 
ap[H)inted along with a range of specialist 
consultants to delight any ecologically mind­
ed designer - geologists, climatologists, 
foresters and engineers.

Halprin's vision of the place was influ­
enced by his experience of an Israeli 
kibbutz, but what emerged was a collection 
of individual dwellings with minimal com­
munal facilities. Typically, he did not 
produce a masterplan, but a series of evoca­
tive, freehand sketches that laid down the 
principles - roads following hedgerows at 
right angles to the coast, 50 per cent of land 
to remain in common ownership, rigorous
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control of private gardens - to guide devel­
opment and preserve the landscape quality. 
Two of these drawings are well-known, but 
here, at last, they are reproduced - along 
with others previously unseen - in colour 
and at a size to be savoured: combined with 
an essay by Halprin, they enable his contri­
bution to be recognised.

As architects, the developers chose the 
established Bay Area figure of Joseph Esher­
ick to design six model ‘Hedgerow Houses’ 
and a retail building, aiid the then unknown 
MITAV for the condominium. Like Esherick, 
all bar Turnbull were teaching at Berkeley, 
and although the two practices worked inde­
pendently, they arrived at strikingly similar 
conclusions. In response to the land and cli­
mate, roofs were to be monopitches with 
clipped eaves, and walls dad with vertical 
redwood boarding; ‘place-making’, not 
form-making, was the shared aim.

Behind this quasi-vernacular vocabulary 
lay considerable reserves of architectural 
skill; something Lyndon alludes to by 
reminding us that ‘the muscular structure 
of Kahn’s architecture’ can be heard ‘whis­
pering in the background’. Made famous by 
MLTW’s condominium, the formal lan­
guage was to be imitated worldwide; it also 
became the default setting for the entire 
development, creating a monotony to 
which this otherwise splendid book also 
falls prey at times.

29 April 2004



The great escape Cook talks about far-flung cities as if 
they were personal friends, turning name- 
dropping into place-dropping. He rarely 
criticises them and when he does, strangely, 
he picks on the most unreal and garden-like 
cities, the cities everyone else loves, like 
Venice and Prague. He also dislikes 
Jerusalem for being ‘irritating’ and for hav­
ing ‘a collection of architecture that is 
(when viewed objectively) rather poor’.

Most of the visionary projects are located 
somewhere real and they usually respond to 
some physical quality of that place: the crag­
giness of Oslo, for example, or the sogginess 
of the Suffolk coast. His visions are not alter­
natives - not utopias In the manner of Le 
Corbusier or Hilberseimer; rather, they are 
extensions and accretions, realisations of 
existing possibilities.

So when, in the last chapter of the btx>k. 
Cook tackles a place like Houston, even 
though he is obviously disturbed by the 
city’s spatial discontinuity and total reliance 
on the car, his response is to propose a super- 
Houston - a vast and absolutely regular grid 
of streets for automated cars, serving isolat­
ed, inward-looking and (no doubt) 
electronically fortified mansions. Then, as if 
horrified by his own creation, he drapes a 
10-mile-long, free-form, glass-roofed multi­
purpose structure called the Liner along one 
edge - in other words, a garden to escape to. 
Cb/i« Davies is a professor at London Metro­
politan University

COLIN DAVIES

The City, Seen as a Garden of Ideas
By Peter Cook. Monacelli Press, 2003.240pp. £30

The title is apt. These are visions of the city 
as a garden - as something to be enjoyed, 
something that grows and changes, a place to 
escape to, separate from the ‘real world’. It 
makes little difference whether the cities are 
imaginary (Plug-in City, Instant City, Layer 
City, Arcadia City) or real (Oslo, London, 
Los Angeles, Tokyo); they all seem somehow 
removed - places of contemplation, rather 
than places in which to live.

Cook writes about the real cities and draws 
the imaginary' ones, but the writing and the 
drawing share certain characteristics: vague­
ness, and a preference for the overview rather 
than the close-up. Not that he can’t be sharply 
observant when something takes his fancy: a 
description of street kiosks in Tel Aviv, for 
example, including the dead flies in the win­
dows, or a cluster of photographs of mobile 
urban contraptions - an ice cream van, a 
funicular railway, a maintenance cradle.

You will search in vain, however, for any 
real people in these cities, or much evidence 
of the things that real people do, like work 
and sleep, or shop and watch television. But 
then, of course, people don’t usually do these 
things in gardens. And there can be nothing

nasty in a garden either. Cook’s cities suffer 
no poverty, no crime, no racial tension, no 
Saturday-night binge drinking. In the writ­
ing, as in the drawings, people, if they appear 
at all, are paper cut-outs, there merely to 
enliven the scene.

The only real people in Cook’s world are 
other architects - friends, collaborators and 
rivals-to which he is unfailingly generous. He 
mostly sees the best in other people’s work and 
is never jealous. Perhaps that’s what makes 
him such a good teacher. A less attractive 
aspect of this generosity is an embarrassing 
tendency to name-drop.

Writing about the recently completed 
Kunsthaus In Graz, which he designed with 
Colin Fournier, Cook says: ‘We knew that 
Gunter Domenig, Volker Giencke, Klaus Kada 
and the rest were watching us. We could not 
mimic their mannerisms but we could give a 
long, low wink and a long, low gurgle from 
within the cocoon, knowing that our building 
is more somnambulant than theirs.’ So his 
audience is not clients or users or passers-by 
but other architects. He lives in the world of 
architecture and one sometimes wonders if he 
has any idea just how small that world really is.

An aerial view of the 
Liner in Cook's proposal 
for Houston, seen in a 
computer projection by 
Nicola Haines
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News from abroad Also disgruntled by their rival’s success, 
Stuart and Revett repurposed their own 
work, TJie Antiquities of Athens, in order to 
highlight the supposed Inadequacies of Le 
Roy’s survey, criticising him in particular 
for historical inaccuracies and errors of 
measurement in his drawings of the monu­
ments. In the English-speaking world, some 
of this mud has stuck, with the result that Le 
Roy’s work has not had the attention it 
deserves.

This first English translation of the 1770 
second edition should help to remedy that 
situation. Lavishly illustrated, and with a 
thorough introduction by art historian 
Robin Middleton, it makes clear Le Roy’s 
importance in his time, and the influence he 
had on succeeding generations of architects 
and artists. His work demonstrated the 
fact that there was more than one culture 
with a good claim to be taken as a model for 
European buildings. And his writing and 
illustrations show signs of a new sensibility, 
resulting in a new way of seeing ancient 
architectural forms.

Unlike many of his contemporaries, Le 
Roy does not represent the monuments of 
Greece as they would have stood in their 
ideal glory, but rather emphasises their very 
decay, clearly finding an appeal in the spec­
tacle of ruin itself. Add the fact that it shows 
us architectural forms that, in many cases, 
no longer exist outside of these early illus­
trations, and we have a volume that is of 
great historical interest, as well as being a 
real treat for the eye.
Clare Bowerwan is a London-based writer 
and editor

CLAIRE BOWERMAN

The Ruins of the Most Beautiful Monuments of Greece
By Julien-David Le Roy.Translated by David Britt. Getty Publications, 2004.550pp. £45

Julien-David Le Roy put quite a few noses based on anysystematic measurement of the 
out of joint with his 1758 publication, Les buildings concerned. 
ruines des plus beaux monuments de la Grice.
British architects James Stuart and Nicolas journey south, the young architect Le Roy

was able to make sketches that were of far 
greater quality and rigour than those that 
had previously existed, and to rush them 
into print, along with his prose descriptions 

of the virtues of Greek 
architecture (claiming that 
the Doric and Ionic orders, 
for example, had been 
debased by the Romans 
who adapted them).

His work was an instant 
bestseller, helping to create 
a vogue for all things 
Greek, and prompting 
others to leap to the 
defence of the Roman 
style, most famously 
Piranesi in his spirited 
Della magnificenza ed 
arcbitettura de' romani

With Stuart and Revett delayed In their

Revett had aimed to produce the first fully 
illustrated survey of ancient Greek build­
ings, but Le Roy took their idea and beat 
them to it. And so it was the Frenchman who 
was to reveal the splen­
dour of Classical Greek 
architecture to a wide 
European audience.

While their Roman 
counterparts had been on 
view to visitors for cen­
turies, it was only with the 
gradual opening up of the 
Ottoman Empire to visi­
tors from Europe, in the 
late-17th and early 18th 
centuries, that intrepid 
travellers could explore for 
themselves the sites of 
Greek antiquity. Early voy­
agers arrived just in time
to make engravings ofthe Parthenon while it tecture and magnificence). At one point 
was still intact {and being used as a muni- Piranesi even surrounds Le Roy’s engraving 
tions store) before the inevitable happened, of a capital from the Erechtheion in Athens 
and a stray Venetian shot caused a devastat- with an elaborate array of more complex 
ing explosion. But such illustrations were of Roman variants, as if to hound out Le Roy’s 
varying quality, and few drawings were claim that the Roman work is‘defective’.

(Concerning Roman archi-

The Earth: An Intimate History
By Richard Fortey, HarperCollins,2004.501pp. £25 

Rkhard Fortey's book begins and ends amid the'scrambled geology'of 
Italy:'We think of churches floored with slabs of ammonitico rosso-a 
stone both warmly red and mottled with a subtlety no industrial process 
could duplicate, with every rtow and again the spiral ghost of the 
ammonite fossil that gave it its name,' he writes. In between come 
excursions toihe Alps, Hawaii, Newfoundland,and many other sites of 
geological signiflcance.asForteyexplainsthe effects of plate tectonics, 
which keep the Earth in a constant state of change. But what 
distinguishes the bookas the quotation above might imply.is Fortey's 
dbilitytoconveythecharacteristicsofdifferentstones-whether in their 
natural state or worked - and the territory in which they are found; his 
writing is exact, vivid and evocative. At its heart is an appreciation of 
those places where architecture directly reflects the local geology and 
buildings harmonise with the landscape. The Earth:Antn(imote History 
would sit neatly on a bookshelf beside Richard Weston's recent Materials: 
Form and Architecture (AJ 23.10.03) or Alec Gifton-Taylor’s classic study of >' 
the links between geology and architecture. The Pattern of English 
Building. Pictured isa mosaic flooral the Casa del Fauno.Pompei.
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0 recruitment

Foster and Partners
architects and designers

architectural career management

www.siv.co.uk
Architects
Ambitious and talented post Part 2 and qualified architects with a 
variety of experience are required to work on a range of exciting 
projects based in our London office, PERMANENT

antony@siv.co.uk 
Senior Urban Designer Central London to £39^000
innovative and Landmark regeneration pro|ectsi This role will suit your 
five to ten years PQE in the Urban Design Arena, and hopefully your 
grounding in Architecture. This is a great opportunity to take a lead in 
the development of masterplans for a renowned Practice that is a 
recognised market leader.

12475/AB

LONDONCall Antony
Applicants should be CAD proficient and preferably have a working 

knowledge of Microstation.

Fluency in a European language, in particular Spanish, Italian or 
Dutch would be advantageous.

jonny@siv.co.uk
to £37,000

Call jonny HOME COUNTIES 
North Kent

Only applicants who meet the above criteria will be considered for 
these positions. Senior Architect

Creative flair is a prerequisite - backed by at least five years post qualified 
experience - and evidence of an astute commercial eye (as well as a 
fearless approach to deadlines). Be prepared to join the senior ranks fast 
within this forward thinking firm working mainly In the Residential and 
Conservation sectors.

If you would like to apply for one of these positions, please forward 
your CV and representative samples of your work (no larger than A4)

to: 12S1S/JA

jenny@siv.co.uk
to £30,000

Call jenny NORTH
Manchester

Robin Panrucker
Training and Recruitment Co-ordinator 
Foster and Partners, Riverside Three 
22 Hester Road. London SW11 4AN

Project Architect
Unique opportunity to join an award winning Practice. They have some 
key Leisure schemes, so this role would suit someone with a background 
within this sector. A good chance for an experienced, client-facing 
Architect that wants to make an impact in a company and help continue 
their reputation for providing quality Architecture.

12528/JFWebsite: www.fosterandpartners.com

# 0870 240 6675
Architectural 
Recruitment
Speci^n^. -

^ITachiic^. ni V

4IM sean@$iv.co.uk
£17/h

An initial three to six month contract role with the UK's leading 
Retail specialist. Due to increasing workload they currently require a 
talented Project Architect with at least three years PQE. joining an 
existing team, you will be expected to drop directly onto a large-scale 
Retail project - and demonstrate excellent construction knowledge, 
ideally from similar projects.

Call Sean
Architect W1

Archlt
£30k - £34k, Norfolk/Sid
A fresh and contemporm 
architectural techniciaq-^ 
and a modern Rare in dM 
a Post PT3 qualificalioki 
personal and career dm

^ practice are ^king to employ
dyc^amic leadership 
w^xpehence and 
mimd chances for

an
hQ demonst 
hH will have 
Itetary poa

£15/hSW1Part II
This initial three month contract will ideally suit a talented Part II 
Architectural Assistant with at least two years experience. Our client is 
currently working on a number of PFi education projects, so this role 
could well go permanent. You will be highly skilled in AutoCAD 2002, 
with excellent technical and construction knowledge.

V !
r^ltects
■V£33k • C35k, BMlford^ 

A prestigious and estal 
strategic development I 
wjH have 4+ years a 
Excellent salary and ca

fifth U{yi4) architects with 
^nbfteus team. You 

jkiits essential.

are
St ,to join 
ce and

Is.
david@siv.co.uk

to £24/h
Call DaveItect, I’a£36ir- Senior Technician Melton Mowbray
Deserve more? This medium-sized Practice needs a committed 
candidate with good all round experience to hit the ground running on 
Sports Facilities, Doctors Surgeries, Housing and Warehousing projects. 
Good AutoCAD skills are a must for this lucrative, long term role.

imbrid) •'y ^ to who 
a of high 
lb and be

tPiaoking tf
to the j 

M will be'

A Cambridge tib 
can make a se 

(' standard artd q 
( able to rhe€| bd 
^ for

nips
Ad 1

k«equ|ld. Charwds .. 
id sai

I ira
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M
fKdjtihg and 
njwn wittV a

M
kLfiiey iMinty work with n CONTRACT

iitt dny.
in Ml|4q|

alquhliSi ■if-

•APS Rccruilmcnl l..imilcil » 7 Wellington C’oiirl ' 
Cnmbridge ' C'lJl IM/. 

t; (0122.1) 4M040 f: <01223) .1()‘«M)2 
c: kev iiiit/ aps-rceniitinent.eo.iik <irchiteclur<il contract management
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recruitment

people Si 
pract;ices architects

Healthcare and Commercial
Cardiff, Blackburn, Bristol, Glasgow, Ely, London

RG&P,the architectural design 
practice, has appointed Mitch 
Date as a new director to head 
its quantity surveying and 
project management division.

follovtrtng recent successes in the healthcare sector we are looking to recruit experienced specialist 
healthcare architects to our teams across the UK. You will have at least two years' experience with 
excellent eye for detail and a good undwstanding of clinical planning. More senior applicants 
should have well developed management skills with a proven ability to work within teams or run 
£ multi-million projects.

Broadway Malyan has 
announced the appointment 
of NeilTomllnson as associate 
director for retail.

Due to our increasing workload throughout our architectural practice, we also require commercial 
architects to assist on design, including feasibility and details designs for both public and private 
sector commissions. You should have at least two years' experience but above this candidates are 
considered at all levels, more senior applicants should be Part III qualified and have proven 
management skills.

Architect Bowman Riley has 
becomea limited company. 
Darren Bush and Matthew 
Jones have become associate 
direaors, and David Hodgson 
has been appointed associate 
along with Marlon Cooray.

Applications with CV and covering letter, or queries, 
to sara.kellyOcapita.co.uk quoting ref AJ04/04.

Cube Design has appointed 
Stuart Latham as associate 
director at its Hampshire offices. www.capitaproperty.co.uk

Peter Black has joined tp 
bennett as a director of its 
specialist interior division,
bennett interior design (bid).

Bradford-based practice 
Waller & Partners has 
appointed Andrew Croxall 
and PhillipVeitchasdirectors.

The Derek Lovejoy Scotland 
team of directors arid staff 
have joined EDAW.

Peter Brett Associates is 
opening a new office in the 
South West at Lynx House, Pynes 
Hill,Exeter, Devon EX2 5JL

We are curr«nl^ acting as afchxec! arxl heaHti planner on this £333m scheme te remodel ar>d redev^op the existing Derby City 
General Hospital Completion is scheduled for 2008

Mackay and Partners LLP
has moved to 28 St John's 
Lane, Clerken well, London 
EC1M4BU.

CAPITA
PlUPlRtY CDHBULTANCV

Jonathan Bailey Associates 
has promoted Michael 
McGeady to vice-president and 
UK office director, Sean Kirton 
tovice-presidentand design 
director and RickShandsto 
senior associate. Alex 
Newman-Burke takes on the 
role of studio manager.

Opportunities are avariabie lor setf-motrvated newly quakfied 
architects to work wtti project partners on a range of commissions 
including housing, commercial and healthcare sectors

ARCHTECTURAL TECHNICIAN
required to join and help develop 

a small and extremely busy 
practice in London SEl.

Musi have minimum 5 years 
experience of traditional building 
construction and be proficient In 
AutoCAD / Vectorworks Current 

Workload; New and Existing 
Ecclesiastical / Community, 

Primary Health Care, Residential, 
Conservation / Sustainable.

Short CV and covering letter to 
rm6motyarch.co.uk

6 Send details of changes and 
appointments to Anna 
Robertson, The Architects' 
Journal,\5^ Rosebery Avenue, 
London EC1R 4GB, or email 
anna.robertson@ emap.com

Frederick GIbberd Partnership
Cv to R A WALKER 117-121 CURTAIN ROAD LONDON EC2A 3A0
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OwtfliRH
Bookings/ccipy 5pm Monde/ 
Artwor1( 12noonlu»d8y 
CancellatKins 12pm Monday

RacraitaMt
Cherle Connor
TbJ 020 7505 6737
Emetl. chatiie.connor^emap oom

Recrurtmert advertisements in the AJ can be 
found on our ntemet recrutment service
www.urMrtlKMttructiM.con

Laurie Shenoda
Tel: 0207 505 6803
Emat: laurie shenoda9emap.com

With us you’ll 

only get what 

you deserve

SIT1^. A( fihl v»«‘ «foo'l jiM pvovidr Ihc boM 
oppvMlLinilii'v. AC (Tkilkr smc iMdl lltoij 
<«(■ llir Ih'sI u|>po<liiiiliK foi gun

We ll gfvf i|(Ni ^1 Ihc f(pcf( 
giikLwHr ipHi nerd In make simi* 

gniK <arm iv Ihe brsi it can bo.

52
South Somerset is a large District subject to consideraUe 
development pressure. Set in varied, high quafrty landscape between 
the Sr^erset Levels and Moors, the Blackdown Hills and the Dorset and 
Wiltshire Downs, the area has an outstanding environment containing historic 
market towns, 85 conservabon areas, 4500 fisted buildings, nationally renowned 
parks and gardens and the growing regional centre of Yeovil.

\\V\W t)t)l I <1 Ilk

REGENERATION AND LAND USE GROUP

Principal Design Officer
Senior Architect
Jo £40.000 + Benefits BirminghamRef: 553 1
With at least 5 yean' PQf in order to be the named Architect for tis 
practice registration, you will be a highly vtied addition to this multi 
disciplined engineering consultancy IssentM skills are AutoCAD, 
gaining new instructions and a proven job running ability within an 
industrial bias. If you are ambitiously seeking an excellent career 
opportunity — get in touch!
Simon Brady PBpp 86ot^»6 B sbra(^tebl.u?-uk

£25.450 • £27.420 pa
Raising the design quality of all new development in Sooth Somerset is our 
objective. A skilled and enthusiastic Architect or Urban Designer, your primary role 
will be to provide a detailed, hands-on design advisory service to help deliver the 
quality of development we aspire to.
You will act as a mentor to the development control service to improve design 
understanding and awareness, and negotiate on aM aspects of design, from broad 
master planning and layouts down to the level of architectural details. As part of a 
smal, professional and mulbdisciplined team, you will provide rapid, clear, 
practical design advice on architectural and urban and vHage design, Icndscape 
architecture, and natural and built environment conservation.
With good written and graphic skills and a practical understanding of the way 
development can be nr^oved through goed design, you must be flexible, 
self-motivated and able to manage a wide caseload under pressure. You should be 
a member of an appropriate professional body aid have proven experience in a 
design advisory capacity.
for an informal discussion, please contact Adron Duckworth on (01935) 462652.

Senior Architectural Technicians
■o £33,000 + Benefits - Surrey

^ (SnF into the dniga disciplines and
-seek a fwaiber^mBBilS^Ens residential and

commercial expefieace. You wiU have compirlien^iive linnwledge of 
current building reguyiiMwnd possess effective people management 
skills. Producing corrstruction drawirsgs utilisin^|UaCAO is pr^ged 
but not essential.
Simon Brady j^i ly«lJ

Application forms and job descriptions are availabie from Human Resources. 
South Somerset District CouncH, The Counefl Offices,
Brympton Way. Yeonl, Somerset BA20 2HT. Tel. (01935)
462153 (24 hour answerphone) or look on our website 
under vacancies. Closing date: 14 May 2004.

" V bbu beresford blake thomas ±
global leach-locai Focus irf'IMVlETCNlINFEOrLE

,:V

ARCHITECTURAL You spend more time at 
work than you do at 
home. Make sure it's a 
place you really want to 
be. Call 01908 672 906

Architectural
fToi-ii I'll :nt ConSLi'-an!"

RECRUITMENTSENIOR PROJECT ARCHITECTS 

To SENIOR / DESIGN MANAGERS

ASSOCUTES / TECHNKAL MANAGERS

Elo35kProject A'cnitect
This is a rare opportunity to join a well-respected practice 
with a range of different commissions. It is anticipated you 
will have at least 3 years post part III experience, and have 
worked on a number of contract types. You will have held 
your current position at least 2 years, have fluent Cad skills 
(any system) and an excellent academic record. The practice 
enjoys a pleasant studio space and encourages individuals 
to explore their potential with regular career reviews. 
Generous package, which offers pension, healtFi cover, 
subscriptions and profit related bonuses.

CeniTBi London£50k

PROJECT ARCHITECTS 

TECHNICAL COOROiNATGRS 

PROJECT MCHITECT .

To
CASK

DESIGN ARCHITECTS

HOUSING ARCHITECTS / TECHNCIANS .To
t40k

RETAIL ARCHITECTS
E35K/2Qphr

This medium-sized practice has recently won a major new 
commission, and is therefore looking to strengthen their 
team with an experienced cad technician. Ideally you will be 
HNC/ONC qualified with at least 3 years experience, 

preferably gained on steel framed buildings with some 
knowledge of high-tech cladding. Autocad skills are 
essential, and some experience of retail or transport work is 
preferred. The practice will consider either a permanent or 
contract appointment, depending on the successful 
individual's preference.______________________________________________

Cad Technician Central London

PARTIN ARCHITECTS

CONSERVATION ARCHITECTS ,

UkNOSCAPE / ARCHTTECTS TECHNICIANS

JUNIOR PROJECT RUNNERS . 

PART II ARCHITECTS ASSISTANTSTo

ESN
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIANS

PART II ARCHITECTS ASSISTANTS 

JUNIOR TECHNICIANSTo We have ongoing requirements for a range of staff, from 
Project Architects to Cad Technologists. To discuss your 

options in the strictest confidence, please contact;
Sally Winchester on 01908 672 906 or email 

swlnchester@quayarchitecture.co.uk 
Choose the agency that is different. Call now for a discus­

sion with someone who really understands your aspirations.

www.quayarchitecture.co.uk

E25k

ASSISTANT ARCHITECTS

[. II-..furtheijGfoTmatlon on any of the jobs listed pleasj
Claire Gladdis: claire@magrec.co.uk www.magrec.co.uk

Tel: 020 8547 3399 Fax: 020 8547 2546
RuMHlIaill Ltd

KT1IBB
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necruitment

•W1

CONSENSUS*1* tra»-

RECRUilMENT SpECiAliSTS 1n lilf
IAl)04(M->42 • ArdVlectural Technician • London - il9ph

Anr«C'1'> ijtTethrfc: <1 h rfqiAed lo'Mfrk i 
pr.’i’ i^ Suitab^ i will fuvr a
(; baci^nund AulnCTAD proficirnry isKvrrtral a$ Kei^CTiefKetif™mingpro|erti
from uKKFpiion to complelion.

PERMANENT POSITIONS
MH0404*90 - Snr Arch Technician • lonckin - £35,000 
large Mullidrtcipline p’ i< hay a itumber of fantastic tyiponunio 
Technicians. will he afforded the chance to run your own packagn or Ui.'"- • loleon
a technical basis dcfimdir^ on yriui ambdiuns. The woris are mainly in the and
Covenimental sectors and provide interesting challenges at every tom. Our client is kxikingfor 
you to have excellent AutoCAD sillls and an in depth knowledge of l^k Huilding Regs. Miu will 
also be responsible fur junicx technic ians depending on the site of the }ol>s and ther^ore you 
should be Kimfiirtable taking a lead and prcA’iding direction.
MH04U4-S6 • Architect ■ Bucks - £14,000
Are you running p«<;ects from start lo finishf This svell established kxal pracfKe rec)uires an 
Architect lo take |ohs tiom corKCpiion lo completion. Working in the ccxnmercial. education 
and residential sectors you will tie offered the oppcxtunity to run projects, manage teams and 
work closely with c lienK. Our c lieni operates on AuloCM? and krmwrledge of this software is 
essential. Beyond that cxir client is looking for you to provide individual design sufutKins. be sdf 
motivated arxi ahk- to cfeal with conlraclual issues.
MH0404-54 • Pari 2 • Bucks / Oxon • £28,000
Busy Architectural [Kaclice inquires an RIBA Rwt 2 cjualiTied Assisuni Architect i-- work on a 
broad range of Resideniial developmenis. Our client’s projecU vary from small one offs to large 
rTHihi unit devefopmenis and they recfiire you to contribute both lechnkallv and design wise, 
(state layout experiecKewouM be a benefit. AutoCAD ability and Uk Building Regs knerwiedge 
IS essential. If you are kMAIngtotakeon rrsainr rc^spunsihllilies and develop as an architret then 
ihH position « fex you.

CONTRACT VACANCIES
CCR0404*161 • Senior Arch Technician • Canterbury • 16ph
Are you currently tiemg offered pib running opporiunittesf This muhi-disi iplirte practice with a
strong Archrlectural biKkground requires a Senior Architectural Technician to help run a
challenging project on the Kent cuast. \tiu will have 3-10 yea~ experience and good AutoCAD
knowledge. On going ccvxran with the potential to go permanent li you so wish
CGR0404*35 • Architectural Technologist - East Sussex £15ph
Looking for a ixew iballenge in an imaginative Architectural Practitef Ideallv HNC qualified
with a minimum S years experience, tfou must be technically competent with a good knowledge
of Building Regulations. ArchKAD knowledge would be bmefKial although training would be
provided, long term contract and interesting media pmjects.

• '□Aaric-.r- 'vijiTjHbi-.i H for this wefi lespected City 
I minimum uf tO y j'- PQE and hm a gcxsd- • AnhMectural

AD0404-I41 • Vec torworks Technician - londun • £18ph

Is working for a prestige practice based in Central Icxsdon what you are looking fori Can you 
demonstrate a sound understanding of the construction process, coupled with excellent 
Vectorworks skillsf Offering a long contract on commercial and retail projects, this practice 
specialises in FM-out work.

AD0404-61 • Architect (RIBA III) • Oxford • £20ph

If an environment where you have acces to award winning projects arsd the opportunity to run 
a pioject appeals, then this mutli-discipline practice will want to hear (rum you. This is an urgent 
rteed for a corttract Architect iRIBA Pill) to he based in Oxford, it is an otsgoing coierart with 
every possibility of being permanent eventually. 4U-43 hours per week and excetlem rates.

AutoCAD Technician London 
Architectural Technician LcxKlon 
F^rt II Assistant LorNion 
hirt II Assistant Cardiff 
Arch Technician (Vectorworks) London 
CAD Technician Surrey 
(2AD Technician Lornion 
Senior Arch Technician Kent 
Architectural Technician East Sussex

£13ph
£17ph
£14ph
£13ph
£14ph
£14ph
£14ph
£T6ph
£15ph

AD0404-I43
AD0404-82
AD0404-147
AD0404-27
CGR0404-168
CCR0404-170
CGR0404-169
CGR0404-I94
CGR0404-134

Banksicie House, 107-112 Leadenhall Street, LorKion EC3A 4AH 
Tel: 020 7891 2429 Fax: 020 7891 2468

Email: aj@consensushr.co.uk 
www.consensushr.co.uk

I

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON 
UCiL Bartlett School of Graduate Studies

Lectureship in Housing

enturion
^chitectural

onsultantsIn September 2004, the Housing F\itures research group at the Bartlett 
St'hool of (iraduate Studies, UCL, will launch an innovative 
interdisciplinary |M>stgraduaie Masters prognunnie in Housing Futures. 
Tliis radical new course will combine the study of design precedent 
with the evaluation of innovative UK housing projects, policies, 
methods and practices and relevant international comparisons 
worldwide. The course will promote the rule that good design plays in 
producing better housing by bringing together all the stakeliuUlors in 
the housing proce.ss - architects, plaimers, urban designers, developers, 
house builders, components manufacturers. regi.slered social landlords, 
facilities managers and en<l users - in an Inter-disciplinary learning 
enxironment where ideas will be sharer!, allowing mutual urHierstanding 
ami esteem to l>e developerl and fostered.
UCL is seeking lo appoint a qualified professional from one or more of 
tliese disciplines to lead the development and delivery of this innovative 
interdisciplinary programme. The ideal candidate will be an 
experiencerl academic or practitioner with a design background, a 
postgraduate qualification, relevant experience in the field of housing 
studies and prov'en leadersliip and team-working skills.
TTiis full-time post Is available from July 2004, Salary will he wilhln the 
range Lecturer A or B, £20,250 - £32,794 per atuuim including London 
Allowance (pay review pending), according to qualifications and 
experience.
Details of the Job description, other information, and a 
downloadable UCL application form can be found on 
www.bartlelt.ucl.ac.uk/graduaie/Jobs.htm. Applications, which miLSt be 
posted, not emailed, and should Include the completed UCL standard 
application fonn. a jiersonal statement, a CV including 2 referees and a 
daytime telephone number, should be sent lo Professor Julienne 
Hanson. The Bartlett School of Graduate Studies (Tbrrington Place 
site), University College Londun, Gower Street, London WCIE 6BT. 
Short-listed candidates are expected to be calletl for interview late 
May/early June 2004.
The closing date for fqjplicatloiusis 21st May 2004.

UCL 1\tki7}g Action Fo>'Equality

Project Architects
Central London

Bom from the Arts and Crafts movemenl of the 1920's. This international 
Design Practice has grown into one of the UK's leading and respected 

practices. With interests in the Public sector, Business space, Mixed use. 
Education, Transport, Hospitality, Re»dential and Industrial (tevelopments.

Due to continued planned growth they are seeking to talk to talented 
Project Architects who wish to progress their careers, working on a variety 

of projects within the Leisure, Hospitafity ar>d Residential sectors.

The role wW be as Project Architect responsible for working directly with 
the dienL design learn and contractors.

It is envisaged that a minimum of 3-S years post quallficalion will be 
required with a thorough understanding of the design process and the 

ability to manage from concept lo completion.

These posts offer an excellent opportonity for Architects to work in a 
stimulating environnxent and contribute their vision and talents.

In return you can look forward to a competitive benefits package and 
broad acope for your career development. Ref: 2087

SpacWlM Raenalnwni fw ArcMtackn,
BuMng Dnlflniul Cnnalructlon 

SulM t, SCWvwtoy VWe, EMftounw, Ew« Smmx eN21 4UQ 
r*»: *1$23 T402M F«x: tltaS rttMO 

wtm.can^urlol\^»etulmanLeom mallOMn(urtoii-r*eniltmMii.eMn
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Deidiim
Boolang&/cGpy 5pm Monday 
Artwork 
CarceMations 12pm Monday

RacmibBMrt aafairiti
Chartie Connor
Td 020 7505 6737
Email. cherke.cannrOemap.com

Recnjicment advertisements in the M can be 
found on our otemet rwurtment service

Lairie Shenoda
Tei 0207 505 6803
Emait' laine shenodaOemap.com

12 noon Tuesday

Central London Vacancy
OUTSIDE THE ENVELOPE

Structural engineering consultancy seeks 
experiertced

Architect (Director Designate)
to be responsible for an Increasing 

number of projects involvir>g 
arcNtectural design artd project 

management, primarily warehousing, offices 
and Infrastructure.

Excellent salary and good 
potential for career progress for an 

exceptional individual.

Based north London / South Herts - projects 
around the UK. Friendly team, well equipped 
purpose desigr>ed workplace adjacent M25.

AreNtKttnl CAD TecMdwi 
Vk Ref 0404-40 ■fPennwient£3CIK

Thn rimlli ertnig iml m*nnt-«iirl 1-------- ^ - ~m----------------- - r*"*—J 1f-' 'ridnrlai to maor danb. giiH.wdi uUUtoi •>■ fM a knoaMg* of UK antouotoi
CractcM art aeJMora tupporUd by being mBMT quMKed M caidcMea nsed la be CAP UaM 
(My In ArM-CAC MToj^ Bey are pieparad ID oat Hn sMUeappIcanli hm cNher padagae

Nottingham Vacancy

Senor lecfnciM / ArcMect 
Vk Ref 0404-66
TNs dtoil la ere <4 tw lap 3 pnctca r Nottngrem and acrk In a wUa teilaay of aacot nckidnj Miga I 
scale FtiWlpeimenli, Ratal Oaveapmarb and VMnbaaa irMa. AKhounr (hay >MI conaajar any I 
(redact te bA <4 Her mlc a n Be langa of CD.Srn - C3nv T>ay n now aaaljm a Saras' bcfieoan / 
MM IB pan Bam on a pannanarB baaa. Idady you «• IM Vador Vtoto aMTianca. but B» cM 
a happy Id ORae Bin Ba Ftya *elca«. A awing Icaree eibo a pre-ffibiaia

Leeds lAcancy

ParnwiantESOK

Senior Technician / Architect 
^Ref0404-S6 PermowitESOK

TheanainiuetiiJdB.'daieloparBaaaongaaarCTArUaactoa >cnnciar' 
rhoiaaachlacMdapalmant ThacarddaawlnMtihaieUInMWdgcaMJKconaaucaonaia 
butorgaeMoraeongeiBiaanaknciwtadBanplanig ArohileeAra manaoamam aaparanca woUd 
be aMnagaoia aonp wB) a <aiy arMoua Sid pataanoral aokidB M wortt. lha a s< osaandTig 
oppenunityfcrBe'ya I laitrtala.

aRnta.'l lo heed < an..

Reply to Box No. 3197 
151 Rosebery Avenue 
London EC1R4GB

Warwickshire Vacancy

AicWlKlurai TKhnician 
VSe Ref 0404-55 PermwienlESSK

The laga cuiiraiaa cast a Mug n atMacua Cad TacTnuan aMh 1-2 years evenanca of 
worwig oifi ard dabAig Conebielan Drewiga. They ae ilady seatang ahesi paraon whe aima 
oCca baaaddMng sok, Id work *tBi daoTs of high qMy t»e*ge car ahowroome and othar 
comaicld pcfacta. AutoCAD Heracy a aaanbal along wRi a kaan dase b lucceed sd ORtoeas wiBiir

ARCHITECTS IN RHONE-ALPES, FRANCE

One of Fnnce't largest architcciura] practice it seddng architects to wo A across its current 
range of projects in Healthcare. Uihaniim. Retail, Industry and the public sector. You should 
have some post-<)ualificacion experience, preferably in hospital design, and be fluent in the 

of CAD. A good grasp of the French langua^ is also desirable. Our offices are 
situated in a city which is acknowledged as a centre for rocarch, with high-quality schooling 
at all lev^, within an hour of an international airport (Lyon St Fjiupery) and dote to some 
of the finest Aiing in [he world. All contribute to a high quality of life. Quality in des%n is 
also a constant preoccupation and we look to recruit architects who share our enthusiasm 
and aspiration.

SierMiMonw
Northampton Itecancy KD

RECRUITMENT I 
[RUGBY] ITD ' 

TbI: 017BB 

572B41 

Fwc 01788 

578609

Trioke Houi«, East

Sanior ArdVlMhnf TacMdan 
WcRaf 0404-54use PwmnntE2aK|
My diani, 1 sTdVrradjm sod tnctice,« seekiig a Sanor MnKknrnchracian wIBi at IMM 3 yam 
pad quaHcamn manarca ganedatany aecto TTiat wotWaad la mainty Irdutbld an) CcmmotUal 
CKsac*A tu lay dao cdms laakiwl ard raaran woik. Thay iwiuld ba pvtaUslv rhvaaiad ai 
nt.fcab.'aSa'noBBitBthrycTa Tbu w4 lw« Ba AiaiGU) dA capSad witilia dSKy b lun jeba 
and laK snal bans. This a a grad epportady b pm a BvMig packet ard carva you own ntoa

Reading Vacancy

Qudity Aaauranca lArcNtBcMNj 
^Rsf 0404-53
TTiiBdbraa(iiaetBs>a9adibainRanlngAyi:t>bckid.Uaubi|jidnpgad6«Auiiiistp'acaoaaai ■ Union St, Rv9by

Be UK Tha Practee Supped Samoa powee day b day aepon e f» ffoijp covaing ow Bueneae 
Maragarrsnt Sydtm (Oudly Mtuaxs b SO 9001), taoned tupporVraaean*, raanat ard legd 
mdsars ab. ti tha H raiBba yeu woUd be iBM"Bia to Bs day b day luvwg <4 fa Mnaas 
Maragarrart SytMin bit hM an epandng bnd b tacena ixtorad wti othw Sipped Sardca 
ediwllat. Ab idady aoe tat Bra ped woUd inieraa a peraon wan a ptoraVarcfibclud backtreund 
ard eeraranca o' idminstemg Mlty aaauaioi pRctiXnt. A prciaOhia ard toxMlva appicecri la 
III and

Please send youc CV and accompanying letter explaining why you would wish to work for us to: 
Nathalie Pieire 
GROUPF. 6

98 Court de ta liberation 
BP 2536 
J8031

GRENOBLE CEDEX 2 
France

Parmartetrt£28K

Works CV22 6AJ 
Email:

sifhon daonD 

rdrecrvifenar4.co.uk

<£www.edenbrown.com
Claire Oxiade « 020 7309 1322 • Ref; S7043

ARCHITECT edenbroujn
Exciting opportunity to join small department at the heart of our future developments in Hotels 

and other conunercia] acUsities.
Musi be self-motivated, highly creative and able to work to stnet dewUiaes.

Please send C.V and salary expectations to:
Michael Marten. Bniarmia Hotels, Halecroft, 253 Hale Road, Hale. Cheshire, WA15 8RE 

Tel; 0161 904 8686 Fax: 0161 980 3877 
Email recrKltmwtg briUfeiiafctneU.coB

Architectural Technicians
We are looking for Architectural Techrtoans on behalf of leading practices in 
the West Midlands area. Vbu wi be responstola for prochjcing woilOng drawings, 
presentation drawings and detaihng for a broad range of exciling projects.
These practices portfolioe encompass resktenti^. commercial, re4ail, healthcare, 
motor indusby and schools praiects. Vau must haw a mininxfn of 2 years' UK 
experience and AutoCAD skis are essenbai. Sucx^essful carYtidates can expect 
good career progression In one of these reputable firms.

West Midlands • £18-24k

www.cardiff.ac.uk/jobs CARDIFF
Semcr Arcfutecl: Social HousingUNIVERSITY
Cut is TbwaM AiTciyaacta • a «Mum aaad pmcijca tpadaMng in
anluHctwa tor aducMn ctonrraywBy tiwkfe'ig* and aecraf NatMg.

PRIFYSGOL Wa hxva a poalfeon tor a Sanor ArchitaiX W lafea a hM rola « our 
Touting Warn. Iha right candiUata wU have an opoorlunity to nlluerca 
deragn draefeona and Mcorra a WMng nwntoar o' IhapncbcaCaeRDY[§)
Wk aflar a tln’nMlafeng arxl open Dtcrking arwironnwr4 and caraar 

, poMMii CanAMas tiwid hn« bcalam rHign Htiwieai. CAD 
i prwsentahan arw cornmunbafeen atu4a raid a vraia axoanenoa oSenior Lecturer in Architecture

Welsh School of Architecture

houang

PWaia apply in wntir^ « by e-maP to Detore Paffner 
Cut W Taurila A<chMA 
60 LarreW Siraa) london MWS 4AB de«ka palnwgKkaraMae)a.co uk

The Welsh School of Architecture enjoys an established reputation as a 
research-led school (5A) with an excellent teaching performance.

The School has provided a professional education for architects tor oi«f ei^rty 
years, atbaebng undei^aduate and graduate students from across the world 
and has research kriks with departments of architecture in many courrtries.

VOu will be expected to take a lead in undergraduate teaching. You should 
have an established research profile, preferably in architectural history and 
theory or architectural practice, althou^ other areas would be consktered. 

Previous applicants need not re-apply.

Salary: £35251 - £39958 per armum

For an application pack and details of all our vacancies, visH 
www.cardffF.ac.uk4obs Alternatively email vacancie$@cardlff.ac.uk 
or telephone + 44 (0) 29 2087 4017 quoting vacancy number 169. 

Closing Date: 21 May 2004

Part lit Architect
wrffi desrgn axceHence. sought to 
work on a d>vers4y of privaM and 
soctal residgntial protects

Part I /Part II Assistants
also sought

Appircants with enthusiasm and a 
commrtment to environmental 
sustanstxbty welcomed

Vector Wotks wNh 30 sK4l3 essenMI

Please appty m wntng along with 
CV to KKM Architects

81 maygrove road • london NW6 2EG • phone 020 7328 8122 
kkmerchsSaot.com 

www.kkmarchitecis.com
the architects' iour*nal | S7S9 April 2CXD4



o recruitment

Designs on 
a new career?

ArcMtcts / Tachnicisns 

^fM0404^ ParnmnI C2S-30K
Tha Ixiga cvcntng pradce n SoiJh MarOKBkr b ofnnty lookfig Is <i0>il 1* 10 & ac^Mds aid 2 
Mc*nA)0M to [My B My n* *1 la totowing pRftcta
1. FF1 LiaurB Canton r DerbyMra - Sener ncyaa ac^llect to MM 3 [Rtoc<* I''IBX
May 04
L SocNl Heuarg ' Ca« wnt* • toctwcto nMtoct to poMto attopc^ to Praiaci attiMrli cn ■■ 
tuitoto of Caa hona aid mean lagnntifln prajecto anughoul Ito HW 
L Pitok Sactor Edueaton and Utoua Canton - neitct AigMsoi to pn torn voriatg on arala ictoi 
aetooecr proiadB h toe wy Kto e 0"4 end a I* ol Laai* Can* laUtehmane Wau#icu Vw UK 
4. t*wd Uie fotot'iaadatto'iitoll • Rqad *w»Bct to toad t4m mead uw ibwi Can* itfame n 
OatraM Embx ntotfi taa nea*d ptonnng amrcreal Itogarar wlMactmo^aq 
&faaat>toyBnMaci-toc9ncaMaa4darangaafpiqactoaa*Biacton-Btoal8nldaagnandipcti 1

NETWORK

«MiCV226A|
w-etTfis
377841 

foa 0?7M 
578609 w 

Emoii.
lir—- daonO 

rdricruilinard «o <A

__________ ________ 03.000 ■ £32.000
Progress jrour career with thij leading ciiy centre practice. This Is an 
exceOent and rare opportunity for Architects & iKhnologists to join a thriving 
practice. You must posses a minimum of S years experience and have the desire to 
drive your career forward. HefKH22040l.

Architectural Technician

Architects & Technicians Cardiff

Birmingham 03.000iOperating 'nternationally this practice has conaderabie exp^tise in a wide 
range of projects with new build/Biue Chip Oients. They now require a 
Swiior Technician with experience in commercial projects and in-depth AutoCAD 
skilh, excellent knowledge of Building Regulations and other legislation Is expected. 
RefASH220402

e ua Conitoson to meiad laa Ratol and naAtaal atfwna in Oafbyton • Sanor SKruotogal to 
■jppon Aithieei or imntowl Wawg Drsming pesag#

Part II Architectural Assistant
Bournemouth Part H Architect Birmingham 06,000

Market leading nation^ multidisciplinary rontuftancy now seek an 
ambitious team player. You must be pan II qualified and posses excellent AutoCAD 
skills. R£fASH220403

McCarthif & Stone is BnffliM's leading proridrr of 
private rtCfOMJWdffrtf/oH for the retired homebuyer with a 
hintoi'er in excess of£250m and Regional offices throughout 
the UK Wt iioiv require a Part II Assistant to

strengthen our design team in Boumeinoutii.
This position will suit a trainee architect who has just 
finished the RIBA Part II. The role will comprise working 
with other members of the design team for scheme 
designs and planning applications on £mu!ti-million 
prefects throughout the ^ulh West of England.
The successful applicant will be able to demonstrate 
good leadership, inter-personal, skills in addition to 
strong design and presentational ability. Proficiency in 
the use of CAD will be essential.
The remuneration package will include a Company 
car, contributory pension scheme, and profit and share 
schemes. With Regional offices across the UK the 
Company offers exceptional career prospects.
If you think you have the skills and knowledge necessar)* 
to meet the challenge please write or e-mail to; 
)ohn.shelboum€^mccarthyandstone.co.uk 
John Shelboum, Design Director 
South West Region
McCarthy & Stone (Developments) Ltd 
Homelife House, 26-32 Oxford Road 
Bournemouth Dorset 
BH8 8EZ.
Closing date: 14 May 2004.

Architectural Iccttnician_______________ ________________  Birmjn^Mun________ ________£29,000
Th'S design led. high {»ofile wgantsMMi whOM portfolio covers MOO 
and Heahhcare projects requiro a driven and ddlled Individual. Excellent 
AutoCAD skills and a full undentutding of Building regulations are 
essential. RefASH220404

Contract Positions
Archltecc
Architectural Technician 
Architectural Technician 
Architectural Assistant

^mbrokeshire 
Pembrokeshire 

Birmingham 
Birmingham

For further details and Inforrrtathn on many other roles, 
please contact Adrian Sharpe on 0121 450 5020 

or email on adrlan.sharpe@netrec.co.uk

£20hrx3
£IBhrK3

£22hr
CI9hr

Network Property. Consulting & Construction Ltd., Westbourne 
Manor, Westbourne Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, BIS 3TR

Contact Imogen Buller, Stephen Foley. Finlan Wolohan 
Tel: (020) 7352 4252 Fax: (020) 7352 4259 

Email; folio@foliopersonnel.comTHE NATE IUL CHOICE 
FOIt A HAm lEnREVtEST

ARC YOU AN EXPERmNCeO

ARCHITECT/TECHNICAL MANAGER
Recruitment. Recraitmeel. Recruitment. Recrullmeni. Recruitment. Recruitment

Architect - London
BRIGHOUSE

Locating for a rewarding career move to a well established Residential & 
Commercial Property Development Company based In Brighouse. West 
Yorkshire.

Fully capable of dealing with all aspects of development, suitably 
qualified and fully conversant with all AutoCAD etc. coupled with 
willingness, enthusiam and Initiative to create a new successful 
department within the company, llasing with outside Consultants and 
reporting directly to the MD

Ou'Cbunt has an invnediataraqulrufnuntior aquakfiad Architect |HIBA) with at least 10 years 
po« quaKcabori experieiics to work M thee Educatxtn Oepadment eovemg School and Cotege 
tMMnge

ANhough this s a Proiect Running Archrtecis position deehng wiVi Pie Oocumentabon and Contract 
Administration on the^ schemes, Stere wiN sbl be some Conceptual Works or Design aspects 
irwolved and you will therefore be expected to be fully conversani with VECTORWORKS or 
AutoCAD t.T software padoges

Canrkdales should deaty have prevtoue experience on Public BuHdeigs. EducakonaJ FacMet 
and/or Local Authority Stiiemes in general.
This is a contract hourly paid posAonIf eo>

Please ring for an application 
form quoting Ref No 14.52.49 

Tel; 01484 712820

Vectorworks TechnicianWm Younger 
Developments Ltd A North London based Local Authority Client has an immediate need for an experienced 

Vectorworks CAD Operator to provide TechnKal Support to their Architects team.

SVhai the Chent aftactivefy needs » an Arcfntectural Assistant / Technioan / Technologist, wiffi 
VsctorWoiks experience Someone wKh a sound grounding in bmUmg conetruebon end a good 
woikaig knowledge of tie BuMng Regulabons They would need someone with 5 - fO years 
experience, who can work with minimBl supervision. Experience with NBS would also be useful. 
The candidate would be required to provide technicaf support to theV senior architects ■ meaily 
CAD support cai Scheme Dwign and Production Information.
The e a contract houtfy paid position

For further details on diese or the many Terryiorary and Permanent appointments we have 
avaSabte, contact Mike Newton or tog on to our websrte at www.bblrecniRmentcom 

BSL Croup
Cranbrook House, 8i Cranbrook Road 
Word Essex iOl 4PO 

TN: 020 8614 88M 

E.Maa: milanObblmguWnenteo.iJt

A London based design oriented office with varied volumes of work overseas requires the 
folowirtg:

• Part-Three Architect - Design orientated for devetopmg Initial ideas and participating in 
competitions.

* Experienced mature architect with pvticular mierest in detailing and producing we4 
co-ordinated construction drawings.

Please forward Curheutm Vitae's to;

Nabil Fanous Architects 
3 Cambridge Court 

210 Shepherd's Bush Fload 
Lor»donW6 7NL

Tel. 020 7 603 8224 Fax; 020 7 603 2690 
Ema4: ntarch4ecuQbimlemel.com

Fax: 020 8653 1213

An £qua/ OpportunfUas Smpktyer

5B|the architects' jourYial SS April SC304



ReervftfliMt engines

Chari« Comer
Te(: 020 7505 6737
Emal charie conrorOemap com

OurfItMS
Bookngs/coiv Spm Monday 
Artwork 
CanceKabons 12pm Monday

Laurie Shenoda
Tel: 0207 505 6803
&nail. toine shenoda6em8p com

RecrutmerC adi«rtisements in the AJ can be 
found on our irsemet recrurtmeni serwoe12 noon Tuesday

FUTURE

SYSTEMS

Future Systems are lootdr>g for a 
native French speaking architect 
to work cn new Frertch projects 
starting ki April. Apply wntmg b} 
Jan Kaplidey and Am^a Levete. 
No CD's, emails or agencies

Essential component
Future Systems 
The Warehouse 
20 Vidoria Gvdens 
London 
W11 3P£

Business Services Manager I £30,780 - £34,329 pa I Sussex I Ref: SL02

SLD Architects and Surveyors requires an architect or surveyor to manage our Sussex office, which is based 

at Pease Pottage In Crawley. West Sussex. We are looking for a highly motivated surveyor or architect with 

a minimum of six years' post qualification experience, who has deait with residential, new-build and 

rehabilitation schemes with a wide range of values. Knowledge of design and build protects and measured 

term contracts would be an advantage.

Interior Architect 
London 
Salary E2S-38k
This soaid winning snMsOual prscMs mho pnde 
lhanisaivn on lh» quatry o> thev design lequn ’< 
tochnicaly sMM and dynamic individual lo won 
ctossiy whh one o> then Key mede clams on all cT 
ihm rtenoi design leM and lefwtitfwnsnt profsets. 
You wii poiesiis excetert dnrS-iacsig and proMam 
foivng ttals logetier w«h a good working knoniedgs 
or spaM aneiyais and job rumaig ai^enerca n 
axcaaa ol £l/2 niOuii Piobciency ai Vactorworksi 
AutoCAC s essanMI A perl IMIt graduele woiid 
ateo be eonselered wrth ttic retevan expenenci 
For an axdkr^g arxl rewarding opportunity plaasa 
contact Joanns loday et Y RecruSmant on 
OeO 7491 2018 or emeS eiiody-recnslmanl com

LM tT3,
8 Shephard Uadiei 
Mayfair London WlJ 7JY 
wwwy-recruXmanl com

Vdu will be based in our Sussex office, however some time must be spent in the London office, as your 

duties require.

SLD is an in-house department of architects, building surveyors, project managers arid landscape 

architects specialising in social housing.

Part of the Horizon Housing Group, with over 15,DOO pre^erties in London and the South East, SLD is an in- 

house department of an RSL group. With its main office in Crystal Palace, London S£19 (soon to move to 

Croydon) and a satellite office in Pease Pottage, it manages schemes from £15k to £10m, in South East 

England, but mostly in South London. It is a friendly, well-equipped, open plan office with excellent 

employment terms, training and fully funded career development opportunities. If you are ambitious and 

want a highly motivated team environment, this Is the department for you.

^Archifec-fure
Senior Architecuinl Technican 
£27 ■ £30K. Warwick
Award wwwwig practice bued in the hart o( 
>^6rwick are tacJiing an Arc>«tectural Techni­
cian wWi exp of workir^ on Educacian. 
Healthcare. Reaidencial & Conwnercbl prof- 
ecti Muse have a nwvTejin oT 5 yean 
experience in a similar role.

ArcMwctural Technician 
£18 - £24k. Strmingham 
Lone esafafehed precace speoatwing in 
Housing, Commerce, IndustriaJ and Lesure are 
leelilng an Archvtectuial Technician widi at 
leetc 3 years eiqsarience, ide^ working on 
commercial and residential profaco. Mur be 
My knowledgable of BuHding Ragutodore.

Dcsi^ Archma 
£25 - £30k. Birmir^ham 
IniR-nacknal Architecturai praccica based In 
the centre of Birmingham are seeking a Desipi 
Architect whose tey strengths lie h Retail, 
Urban Design and CorrenerdaL Tbu muR have 
a mininvni oT 5 years exp in a simlar role.

Architectural Technkien 
I £18- £24k. Leicester
lArchitecturai practice based on the outskirts 

|C£ Leicester are seeking an Architectural 
I Technician with at lost 2 years expehente of 
running (xrgects across the board. Tbu w8l also 
have sound ledvtical and design skdls.

For an application pack, contact the Recruitment Officer, Human Resources Section, Horizon Housing

Group, Rochester House, 2>10 Belvedere Road, London SE19 2HL, telephone 020 8768 1963 quoting 

reference SLD2 or email us at recruit@horizon-hg.org.uk 

Alternatively, apply online at www.horizon-hg.org.uk Closing date: Monday 17th May 2004

We offer a flexible working policy and are working to Implement our equality policy.

www.horizon-hg.org.uk

business lor neighbourhoods

Part of The Horizon Housirtg Group wchiloeSe S ataimyoia

ARCHITIXT & TKfHSlCIAN (DFVON)

Repaired by busy, rrieedh. rspaadiog 
praetkt. F.nihustiiik aid setr-moilvaitd to 

work M a variety or iaierntiog 
coaimerdal aad dunesik proiecli.

C Mservaiioo csperkBCc an advantage. 
Ar^ect Bilalnum S years esperkacc. 
Tecbakiaa mlBiiauai 3 years eiperirace 

Aalocad skiHs eiwatlal.

ASSOCIATE

LONDON
One of the UK's leading architectural practices with a reputation for high qual­
ity design seeks a talented Architect proven design skills to join them as 
an Associate in their London office.

If you have energy, enthusiasm, humour and talent, together with a minimum 
of 5 years post Pt 3 experience you will be offered an excellent salary & ben- 
efits-

This is an opportunity to be part of a ^ng dynamic team working on a wide 
range of projects with a real opportunity of progressing to Director level.

For more details of this position and a confidential discussion contact Nigel 
Widdup RIBA at;

PWbM call joaime Staau for fonher detvh.
jOBnnena2ts@barkerrDts.co.iii

WLO1M7(A0)

iryol arc lerkUg i rewardiBg chalkBge 
vtilbtirwr pmipecis wlthia a grovvlng 
praetke iBd a goad quality of life in the 

tomb wMt. pleave apply tvhb CV la:
01 16 204 7653
wwvv.barkerros5.co.uk

D.WiD RASDF.I.L .ARCHITF.CTS

I OIbARKER ROSS ITHE STl DI0.7 WIU.1A.M STREET. 
TIVERTON. DEVON EX16tiBJ

(Me .Ageodet) Professional Recruitment SolutKMisProfessional Resourcing
Run by Architects for a unique level of understanding of your career 

requirements

a$k@professionBiresourcing.co.uk 
www.(m)fessionalresouclng.co.uk 
01275 858617 
01275 659860

Reiach and Hall Architects
e-mail:
web: Wa a looking for tatantad ArchHeclB and pari ii AsslBtarsts to join our learn 

and work a aariaB of exiting new proiaclB
Tel:
Fax: Please send your cv and salary details to 

Lyle CHrystie, Ralacl-i and HaM Architects, 6 Damaway 8t. Edinburgh, Eh3 Dbg

the afTShitects’ journal 15939 April 3004



recruitment

John Lyall Architects
Are looking an enthusiastic architect (3 to S years post qualiricatkm) with good 
design and technical skills to work on a variety of endting projects which include 
housing and a dance centre. Microsiatiun ability desirable. Residential design 
experience preferred.

Send CV and examples of work to:
Jcdui Lyall Architects 
13-19 Curtain Road 
London 
EC2A3LT

Web: www.johnlyaliarchitects.cocn

living
learning

sharing

working

I
 Help us change the face of

Southwark, but keep the character. 
Up to £33,444

Southwark is the RIBA Loncktn Local Authority 
of the year offering the capital’s biggest 
development opportunities. You will be making 
a major contribution to the development of a 
borough that features some of the Capital’s 
most historic end modem buildings, side by 
side. Interested in a challenge? Then read on. 
In this influential post you svill provide specialist 
expertise on the enhancement of the buiit 
environment. You will help transform places 
such as Lorxlon Bridge, Elephant arxl Castle 
arxj Bermondsey Spa.
Degree qualified in Town Planning, Urban 
Design or equivalent, you will need at least 
3 ye^' relevant design and conservation 
experience irtcluding 1 year advising on 
design proposals. A sound knowledge of 
conservation, listed building and associated 
legislation is essential as is a knowledge 
and understanding of multicultural inner 
city development.
Closing date: 21 May 2004.
For an application pack please phone 
Southwark Cali Centre on 0207 525 5600 
(24 hour service) quoting the appropriate job 
reference numb^ or download an application 
form from www.jobsatsouthwark.co.uk and 
e-mail completed appKcations onty to 
MargrtChri^ensen20sou1hwark. gov.uk 
Reference number DBC/314

Senior
Urban

Design
Officer

Planning and

Rushinon New Homes are an established housebuilder 
operating throughout Surrey. Kent and Middlesex.

Due to continued growth we are seeking a high calibre 
individual with a proven track record for obtaining 
Town Planning approvals for residential developments 
ranging from 2 to SO units prcdominaniiy on 
brownHeld land, with an clement of mixed use.

An attractive salary and a fully expensed company car 
will be provided to the right applicant who should have 
a pro-active approach and an eye for detail.

Candidates wishing to be pan of a successful team 
should apply in writing, stating current salary, to:

Mike Bicknell 
Managing Director 
Rushmon New Homes 
Cardinal House 
7 Woliey Road 
East Molesy 
Surrey KT8 9EL

,^^^SHMON

NEW HOMES
A leilMCION CtOUf COMtANV

www.rushmonhomes.co.ukCouncil

BUILDING MORE THAN HOMES
www.jobsatsouthwark.co.uk

valuing people, promoting opportunity tv

Lifschutz Davidson2»-
we are seeking enthijsiastic architects 
with 3-7 years experience to join our 
expanding ^jcbo working on a wide 
vanety of chaHenging profits

in construction Thames Wharf Studios
RainviHeRoad
London W6 9HA
United Kingdom
T+44 (0)20 7381 8120
F*44 {0)20 7385 3118
WWW Irfschultdavidson com

www.careersinconstruction.com

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

Mease send CV and examples of work.\\

ML r.Please menUon AJ when 
replying to adverts COURSESDEVON PRACTICE 

FOR SALE 
4 STAFF 

FUTURE WORK 
GOOD PROFITS 

GOOD LOCATION 
EXPANDING

for' advertising enquiries 
please call 

ChaiHie Connor on 
0207 505 B737 

Email:
cherke.comar^Bmap.com or 

Laurie Shenoda 
(3207 505 B8Q3 

Emal: laurw.BhenodBeemBp.com

AutoCAD Courses
• Personal Tuition; the fast way to learn
• Courses tailored to your requirements
• Training by experienced CAD architect
• Daytime or evening courses available
• 2-D & 3-D AutoCAD drawing service
• Central London location
020 7266 2506,0790 5376549 dp arch@yahoo.com

Contact
D. Wicks @ Apsleys 
9 Parkhouse Road. Minehead 
Somerset TA24 SAB 
David @ Apsleys.com

N^isit OLT website at 
www.apkj8.co.uk CAD Training Service

601 the ar'chitecte* joumel 2S AprtI 2004



Readers may obtapn information about these products by filling in the enquiry numbers on 
one of the AJ enquiry cards Advertisers wishing to prornote their products on ^se 
pages sh^ contact Ctris Bond on CSO 7505 6616.
Respond to these showcases 6 www.ajpius.co.iA/ajdirect

^interiors showcase

LG ELECTRONICS AJ ENQUIRY NO: 301 AJ ENQUIRY NO; 302
A newly available 3.5Kw 
convertible a/c heat pump unit 
In R410a, which can be wall or 
ceiling mounted. It features 
infra-red control; controlled air 
flow directional split; anti-rust 
'gold fin'coated heat 
exhanger; with 'chaos' swing 
feature; concealed supports; 
universal mounting brackets; 
auto restart diagnostic 
functions and flexibility of 
sitting to suit any application.

ThenewZX granite sink range 
gives a new dimension to 
granite. High on functional 
features with a unique stainless 
steel overflow grid and robust 
accessories. Alsointroducing 
the elegant Zinia tap which is 
available in chrome, brushed 
stainless steel orthefive 
matching granite finishes, 
Graphite. Platinum,Cobalt, 
Polar White and Champagne

Av

ANTRON AJ ENQUIRY NO: 303 AJ ENQUIRY NU:3D4
The latest Antron CPD Semiar. 
Antron Carpet fibres cover the 
differences of carpets versus 
hard flooring, developments 
and the importance of colour, 
design and technical factors 
impacting on carpet 
performance. Antron provides 
more knowlege and advice on 
three key areas; flammability, 
sustainability and barrier 
matting, including health and 
safety issues.

The new Artworks brochure 
from Original Style, which 
contains new decorated tiles, 
mouldings and a wider choice 
of field tile colours. All the 
tiles are decorated and 
finished by hand using the 
Varigiate Technology which 
creates a translucence, 
intensity and depth The 
palette of field colours has 
increased to 20 colours. 12 of 
which are new.

AntroiT

Doetfi of carpet
maked !?

'9 Innti*

Classified eequiries
Chns Bond
Tel 080 7505 6816 Fax 020 7505 6750 
e-mail: Chris.Bond@emap.com

0 classified

PROPERTY TO BUY / Rer^TT PRACTISES Fm SALE

THE BUILDING CENTRE - 

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE 

26 Store Street WC1E 7BT

The BUSY RIBA / RICS PRACTICE FOR SALE - SOUTH COAST

Building
Centre Principal of long established and expanding RIBA /RICS Registered 

Practice with extensive Client base and varied workload is seeking 
early retirement and invites offers, whether Equity Partner(s). 
merger or acquisition, for the 11 strong Practice; to include, if 
required, freehold premises generating rental income.

Office space available immediately, units from 200 to 2300 sq feet. 
Terms from or>e to five years let on a fully inclusive basis 
with no legal fees or dilapidation concerns.

Contact; Colin Henderson 
Tel: 020 7692 6210 ALL EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST TO BOX No. 3194,

AJ, EMAP CONSTRUCT. 151 Rosebery Ave, London, EC IR 4GB.
Email: chenderson@buildingc8ntre.co.uk

HARDWOOD FLOORIINK3 PROPERTY TO BUY / RENT

OFFICE -WATERLOO SEI

Self contained ofRce space to rent, 
lots of natural light, overlooking 
Waterloo Station and the Eye. 
Second floor 30I square feec 
First floor (72 square feet 
Ideal for small practicefs).
Possible collaborations with another

tel; 020 7928 6144 
e: $barchitects@biconnecLcom

If you wish to advertise in the AJ classified section 
call Chris Bond on 020 7505 6816

SS April SCX34 the atrohitectB' journal 161



classified

Aerial photooraphy

FASTER SITE ANALYSIS... CHEAPER SITE SLWVEY3 B£TTER PRESENTATION
^^getmapping

A.D.A.D. Hen(»y-on-Thornds 
Please conKicI Antony Duckett 

:c‘:0}49 ) 57*350fa*.OI491 571544
EmaH:an1onvbi>Ckett0antr/ .
desiprvdemofxco.i.-

Web^rta www.antonydasign damon.co.u^.

A.D./-D. hove expert kncMtedge 
In producing ol types of model In 
welteQuIpped woricshops.Aerial photos in minutes from only £24.9S
A reHoble and fast service is 
guaranteed fcr detailed or block 
modeb and repakv

* e'^it Use the digital photo 
in reports.presentations 

=sj/ or |ust view on screen

Preview & 
order yom 

area

Go to
www.getmapping com/ar

LAND & BmLDNMG SURVEYS

» Photography ^Videos of
aztecmapplng
w¥fw. utacmap pi ng-c o. ukQ & E

Measured Land
& BULLFROG 

MODELS LTD
Contaminated Lond Building Surveys

liAAutoCAD soHwere

to* *rciw««elt
Ptietofnedeler Pro S •

ae IIIUO** ••

«>* Investigations/Apiv-aisols 
* Studies for Planning CulUdul

STAN AUBLRTIN
20b Tower Workshops 

5B Riley Road, London SEl 3DG 
Telcphone:020 7394 7866 
Facsimile: 020 7394 6798

ao

TTCrsyean Itoa*
^ f«r aani brothst* cailatt Viiuint 

T«l 0207 242 010) for 0)394 672289

Italgata SuneyRHSONH 
01737 22Contact: Chris Summers or Mike Srant 

on 01329 622021 
www.gcotechnical.uk.eem e«waW!i»lcca>rtcsmi»getngx».uk erngil; tiicail&fiMioin.co.uk 

wee.lmBfotm.to.uk

□LITTER PROTECTION

blocked gutters...
the cost effective solution ... ARCHnECnJRAL

h

O
R

Butter Brid
tel: 01472 371406 

www.gutterqrid.com

I
o
I

A
L. 1S1-MS CiwOiiOii HMtfe nan* UliSll BS OCL

Tal. (030) 77M *744 ru. (CM TTM Mt*
www.e4nnarMcntsdonsxo.uli

ARCHITtCTURAL kiUmtATORlONAL PEftSremVES
19

MASTIC ASPHALT WEBSITE

Where to go to find out more 
about mastic asphalt...

www.masticasphaltcouncil.co.uk

iriin" r I I

HAND DRAWhJ
PERSPECTIVES

TEL/FAX 020 86S2 7S06

If you wish to advertise in 
the AJ classified section 
call Chris Bond on 
020 7505 6816

Mastic Asphalt Council
POBoH 7/. HasSigs. East Sisaest TN3S 41M.

TO. 01424 814400 Fax: 01424 B14446 E-mak masphaCocOad.GOm

PRODUCT INDEXES

mFINDING PRODUCTS & SERVICES is EASY using ENDAT STANDARD INDEXES Online @ www.MMUt.com

ENDAT’s index driven compendiums for construction professionals are easy to use, packed full of information and 
extensively Illustrated. Both are free to designers, specifiers and buyers looking for ideas and product suppliers.

ENDAT BPMC Building Products & Materials Compendium: over 25.000 copies in circulation; Directory of the Year 2002 
ENDAT EWC External Works Compendium over 23.000 copies in circutation; Directory of the Yev 200I
FREE to specifiers & buyers - register online @ www.endat.com or call 01786 407000 ^

BUILDING

• U'« •
•ash"‘i
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Claitifitd
Ctris Bond
Tel QSQ 7505 6816 Fax 020 7505 6750 
e-mail. Chris Bond@^nap com

THE MODELMAKERS
3 Marlow Workshops, Arnold Circus. London E2 7JN

t 020 7739 7933 I 020 7739 7195
e info@3dd.co.uk

NING & MitKETING MODELS

FULL DETAIL MODELS
...QUICK STUDY MODELS
...ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS

ROStItT DANION-tliS
UnH $, The TUnfitf, nmevernKe HMj
M KktgiUnd londoa C2 ROD

FLIC T1O
3
CD

'■<

MODELS m
18 Hewett Street c 020 7377 ei87

t CfiO 7377 6129 
e: workshopOflicmodels.corn 
w. WMW flicmodels com

a
London 
EC2A 3NN
Architectural Modelmakers

8-

CA

PIPERS COMBER
Concept I Planning | Marketing MODELMAKERS Tel: 020 8S33 6592 j
For all your modelmaking requirements, 
contact Nick McKeogh.

INVERNESS

V
■ ^ 4 : 4.

27-35 Bevenden St 
London N1 68H . 4[• r.

'St'

::sTel 020 7250 0530 
Fax 020 72510134 
Email studio@pipers.co.uk

www.pipers.co.uk
E mail: models<a combermodels.demon.co.uk

RELIABILITYQUALITY SPEED
20 AprSI SODA the arnchitects' journal 163



3D COMPUTED ViaUAUISATION

I
Designhive Visualisation & Animation Ltd 
Te< 01483 422 070 tnfoOdes^nhrve eo uk 
WWW designhive.co.uk

»44 n 1S1236 ana UniformIntoeunltonnjwl
mnK.uri(0(m.n«t

london 020eS$0 2S17 
gta»gow 0)41 222 2422 

www.«3dico.uk mlo@»3di CO uk
e3D Interactive

nn
visualisation, 
animation, 
website and 
Interactive 
prasantallons of the 

I highest quality 
III PRODUCED BY 

ARCHITECTS 
j competitive rates (or 

USUh over 7 years

Mirage IT Services Ltd.

0206 491 6901 
07795 076 648

Phownomw
Interior ViuiAzM 
Exterior VKHSkzation

t
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Clatiifwd ei^iritt
Chris Bond
Tel OaO 7505 BB16 Fax 020 7505 6750 
e-mail: Chris.Bond@emap.com

3D COMPUTER VtSUALISATION

■Sr™77*7

PLANS-SECTIONS-ELEVATIONS
the only professional survey practice specialising in measured building surveys for over 35 years

Michael Gallic & Partners
Land & Measured Building Surveyors
2 Rosebery Mews. Rosebery Road, London SW2 40Q Tel: 020-8674-11 11 Fax: 020-8671-9575

Survey & Design Ltd.
Measured building survey specialist. Laser generated surveys 
For large and small refurbishments projects.Detailed measured 

building surveys - 
house plans t<^' 'd 
complicatecl intricate 
building deta^

Architectural quality plans, sections & elevations. 
+ site / land surveys.
Tele. 01435 863231. Email rsaun28994@aol.com

XYZ Surveys Digitally mapping the Landscape 
@ Measured Building Surveys 
• Utility Surveys

• Topographical Surveys 
@ Engineering Surveyscall for a free brochure 01233 635089

or visit our website: www.cadsun^eys.co.uk
Head Office 
London Office T 020 7580 8200

T 020 8255 4550 F 020 8255 4551 Email surveyorsgKy2sufveye.co.uk 
Fast Free Quotation ServiceCAD Sufvjys ltd Bentley Road. Ashford, Kent TN24 OHP

SURVEYORS

apr services Land and Architectural Surveyors
YOUR CHOICE FOS All iOVRSUKVEY NF.fm 
Spcciatuu^ in
Tepapapkkil Sencyl - Foi lirgc and snull 
vale surveys using tbe bust high xcuacj 
robork insmuBcnulinn and C.P.S. 
AnUtectunl Surveys - for pluu md 
ctevaiions uang Sui Build buiUing survey 
software oo pen map hand held compiuers 
Utility Sarveys - For draiiuge and locabon of 
^ imdeigtound utility tetnees. 
PkotognaBetry - Fo* accurate .ID models of 
building bcades, pipe works and ueas of 
dsRiculi acoss

Kingtland Somynn Limited 
Bridge Chambers
Bridge Slieet
lealherhcad 
Surrey KT22 8BN 
ra. 01372 3620S9 
Fu. 01372 3630S9
e-mail . mail^fcinylaisdsarwyurs.ce.iili 
wefaaste - www.kiagslaAdtarverors.cis.Bk

Convert scanned 
drawings to CAD

an.t;020 8447 8255 
f;020 8882 8080 

@aprsnrvice$.net 
www.aprservices.net

visualisation 
laser scanning 
topographic surveys 
measured building surveys r

CO-ORDINATED PLANS, 
SEaiONS & ELEVATIONS CALLIDUS

NEW MillsSupporte OMhMl Bn—. 1
TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEYS building surveys ltd 
AND LAND MODEUJNG

PRECISION DATA 100% SPECIALIST MEASURED 
TO YOUR SPECIFICATION BUILDING SURVEYORS

ACCURATE • DEPENDABLE • PUNCTUAL

ewv*. Ine*

A”
SptgchMkar and mor«l 

Ff«n«£17*.7«4incl).

Tel: 012« 424342__
www.8oftcovor.com

DALTON HOUSE . 60 WINDSOR AVENUE . LONDON . SW19 2RR 
TEL020 B543 8884 FAX;020 8543 6664 

Email: info@callidusbs.com Website: www.callidusbs.com
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specifications. It's attention to 
detail which makes a real client; 
and after all, what is a suit if it is 
not a volumetric envelope 
incorporating insulation,cladding 
and decoration?

Europe awaits the ones that got away
ith the great debate 
over Europe hotting up, 
and with 10 extra 

countries about to join the EU, 
whither architecture in the brave 
new superstate? The first thing to 
be said is that getting architectural 
policies onto the Brussels table is a 
difficult exercise. Five years ago, a 
Resolution on Architectural 
Policies was promoted by the 
Architects'Council of Europe; to 
date, not a single 
recommendation has been 
adopted! However, the 
imperturbable and urbane 
secretary-general of the council. 
Alain Sagne, isn't giving up the 
battle. He told the recent 
European Forum for Architectural 
Policies meeting in Dublin that 
opportunities now existed to push 
for better architecture policies 
across Europe, not least because 
of the accession of new member 
states; the adoption of revised 
public procurement directives into 
national law in each member 
state; and the forthcoming 
Commission on the urban 
environment. You have to stick in 
there, with or without referenda.

Plant life
stragal tries to put a spring 
in your step - in a 
metaphorical way, There 

may be a literal way too: Metro 
newspaper's herbalist 
correspondent Dee Atkinson 
advises readers struggling to 
throw off spring colds to take a 
herbal formula called Withania 
Compound. Ingredients include 
echinacea withania, liquorice, 
lemon balm and, wait for it, 
astragalus. Google tells us that it 
is a native of northern China and 
that roots from plants four to 
seven years old are beneficial. The 
common name, in case you were 
wondering, \s Huang qi.

/f

Astragal's 'The Ones That Got Away'competition features schemes 
that, for better or worse, stayed on the drawing board. Can you 
identify this project and its architect? Post your entry, to arrive by 
first thing Tuesday morning, to AJ Astragal, 1 SI Rosebery Avenue, 
London EC1R 4GB, or fax 020 7505 6701. The first correct entry out 
of the hat wins a bottle of champagne. The never-built scheme in 
last week's competition (A> 22.4.04) had you all stumped. In fact, It 
was Charles Rennie Mackintosh's Public Hall (1890).

Road. A replacement scheme by 
KPF and its world president Lee 
Polisano, has aroused Princely ire. 
Prince's Foundation staff have been 
seen being filmed there opposing 
the development. The City of 
London, which is supporting the 
proposals, is quietly livid about the 
intervention, and fears damaging 
delay. The AJ is trying to do its part 
to think about the future of the 
whole area - by running a 
charette during the London 
Architecture Biennale in June to 
consider how it might chartge in 
the future. The list of those taking 
part so far might give Charles the 
vapours: Will Alsop, Foreign 
Office Architects, ZahaHadidand 
Rafael Vliioly!

Goad examples
Money talkslenty of people are doing 

brilliant work across 
Europe, as the Dublin 

conference heard, not least in 
Ireland itselhfive buildings are up 
for RIBA awards this year, 
including Bucholz McEvoy's 
Limerick County Council offices. 
The quasi-client for the building, 
director of planning services 
David O'Connor, spelled out 
what makes good buildings: 
'Vision and trust'. Another 
speaker, the city architect of 
JyvdskylS, IlkkaHaltnen, showed 
some highly promising work in his 
area commissioned from Peter 
Zumthor, who is designing a 200- 
apartment project, doubtless 
conscious of the fact that Alvar 
Aalto did a numberof 
neighbouring buildings. Halinen 
has an interesting conservation 
dilemma: dealing with a place 
where the earliest buildings are 
only a few decades old.

discuss the SundayTimes'}Q00 
Rich List'with famed developer 
Gerald Ronson, who is less 

than impressed by its accuracy 
(he is in at a mere £245 million).
He tells me he reckons he knows 
25 per cent of the people on the 
list, of whom 75 per cent would be 
delighted if they were worth half 
what the ST says; and 25 per cent 
who are worth an awful lot more.
I did like the entry for the Queen, 
only worth £250 million - until 
you take into account her art 
collection. Apparently it is worth 
£10 billion! Gerald, incidentally, 
says a start on his Heron Tower 
scheme is likely in 2006, now that 
the tenants in the existing block 
have taken space over at the More 
London project.

I
Committee heaven

ow does the Architects' 
Council of Europe go 
about its business? It has 

representatives on it from the 
professional institutes and 
registration bodies across Europe 
(John Wright from the Association 
of Consultant Architects is a big 
noise in the organisation). It has 
two general assembly meetings a 
year, at which its policies are 
defined, approved and re­
examined as appropriate. It has an 
executive board which meets six 
times a year, two permanent 
committees and several task 
forces. And it represents 350,000 
architects, presumably with a lot 
more to come. It might still be a 
good lever with which to crank 
design quality into PFI procedures, 
particularly if that form of 
procurement starts to spread. In 
the meantime, ACE is hard at work 
ona programme for the'European 
Festival of Architecture) and on 
lobbying Brussels to lead by 
example in the commissioning of 
high-quality EU buildings.

Client: focus
orthcoming conferences are 
focusing on the world of 
clients. The RIBA conference 

in July is examining the subject (in 
city of the moment Dublin).
Before that, the Royal Society of 
Architects in Wales has its spring 
school event on client-architect 
relations on April 30 - in the 
agreeable environs of Portmeirion. 
Developer-architect Roger 
Zogolovitch, appropriately 
enough, is chairing the event, i 
bumped into Roger inspecting 
new suits the other day. which is 
good news for Sammy, his 
personal tailor. He does the 
detailed alterations to Zog

Born to join
he AJ's publisher, Emap 
Construa, is now the f^oud 
owner of the Interbuild 

exhibition, where many AJ readers 
visited the Architecture Pavilion 
this week. Emap has bought out 
the remaining 50 per cent interest 
in the joint venture with the 
Montgomery Group, which 
founded the show. Strangely 
enough, Interbuild and the AJ were 
launched in the same year; 1695. 
Sometimes it takes more than a 
century to cement a relationship...

TRoyal fillet
mithfieid, the Lor>don meat 
market, is providing the 
architectural cause behind 

which the Prince of Wales can 
celebrate his 20 years of 
architectural influence since his 
notorious speech at Hampton 
Court in 1984. Well, not the market 
itself, but a range of buildings on 
its edge, running along Farringdon

astragal
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Respond to U«$e shcwcsses 9 waw a|]lus co.iA/a(d<rect 
Readers may otiCain Hiformatxm about these products by filling in the enquiry 
numbers on one of the AJ erqury cards Advertisers wishing to pronxXe their 
products on these pages should contact Dns Bond on 7505 6816.

products

HANSENGROUPCORUS BUILDING SYSTEMS

Producing steel doors 
for every situation,
AccentHansen supplies 
all market sectors and 
applications from its 
recently modernised 
Manchester factory.
Its Technical Advisory 
Service can assist specifiers with tabulating, quantif)nng and costing 
their doorset and ironmongery requirements. Computer-aided 
equipment allows the development of standard designs to suit 
individual requirements. For literature or guidance on a specific project 
call AccentHansen on 0161 2844100 ore-mail saies@accenthansen.co.uk

Prudential's Manchester 
Amdale - the largest 
shopping mail in Manchester 
city centre - is the first project 
to feature the new stainless- 
steel Kalzip material.
Having origirtally specified 
a traditional fully supported 
stainless-steel standing-seam 
system for the delicately waved feature roof above the Brown Court 
entrance off Market Street, the architect, Chapman Taylor, consulted 
with approvedTeamkal contractor Red Architectural, who 
recommended the new stainless-steel Kalzip system instead.

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 204AJ ENQUIRY NO: 203ARMSTRONG BEKAERT
Minotaur is the name of a 
distinctive stone maze that 
has been built at Kielder 
Castle, situated at the 
northern end of Kielder 
Water in Northumberland.
A creation by architect Nick 
Coombe and artist Shona 
Kitchen, this contemporary maze is now open to the public at Kielder 
Castle Forest Park Visitor Centre, with admission free of charge. The 
maze has been fashioned using gabions - semi-rigid welded mesh 
cages designed for structural and aesthetic applications - from 
Sheffield-based Gabion Solutions, part of Bekaert Fencing.

Bedford Hospital is 
among the first in the 
country to implement 
a new direct patient 
record access system 
using Armstrong's 
wireless data 
connection. The 
i-ceilings wireless 
system has been positioned throughout the hospital, in ward areas, 
intensive care units, and the accident and emergency department. 
This enables doctors to roam the hospital with personal hand-held 
computers or notebooks and access patient information freely.

E_*7

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 206AJ ENQUIRY NO: 205WILSDNART INTERNATIONAL SIKA
Westgate House, an office 
building located at Westgate,
Halifax, was recently re­
roofed using Trocal S, one 
of the single-ply roofing 
membranes from market 
leader SIka. The problem in 
the re-roofing was that the 
client required a cost-effective, watertight solution and specified that 
the re-roofing should not disrupt day-to-day business.The solution 
from the Trocal team and specialist contractor QM Roofing of 
Dewsbury was to overlay Trocal S on top of the failed roof to 
waterproof the structure without stripping off the existing roof.

Wilsonart,the North East- 
based laminate and 
worktop manufacturer, 
has completed a highly 
successful trading period.
With increased sales, 
higher profitability and 
the recent completion of a 
major investment in the company's transport fleet, confidence is 
high at the company's Shildon headquarters.The transport fleet has 
benefitted from a significant investment programme, which has 
seen the delivery of six new tractor units from Volvo, and 20 44ft 
curtain-walled trailers manufactured by DonBur.

UILSKVRI

.. MiiWibofurt Worktop

AJ ENQUIRY NQ: 208EUEREDGEAJ ENQUIRY NO: 207LIGNACITE
Permanent lawn-edging 
system EverEdgehas 
reached a milestone in its 
life, as half a million metres 
of the flexible steel edging 
have been sold - over 1,000 
times the height of the 
world's tallest building.
The Petronas Twin Towers 
in Malaysia are 452m 
tall. Half a million metres 
(311miles) is equivalent to more than 1,000 times this height, 
and is just over the distance from Birmingham to Edinburgh.

Architect Barnsley Hewett and 
Mallinson specified polished 
jade architectural facing masonry 
from Lignacite for the new 
secondary school, Walsall 
Academy, in the West Midlands.
Lignacite architectural facing 
masonry was specified for its 
robustness, acoustic properties and vandal-resistant qualities. 
The project demonstrates an inspiring contrast in textures and 
colours. Alternate bands of polished jade blocks and sandstone 
bricks are set-off by tinted windows and silver columns, creating 
this striking and unique building.



SaarFloor 
Systems

Introducing SaarFloor Systems rubber floorcoverings
Create style and comfort with this stunning new collection
For more Information and a free brochure contact Polyflor on our SAMPLES HOTLINE 0161 767 2551 or visit www.polyflor.com

POLYFLOR LTD. PO BOX 3 RADCLIFFE NEW ROAD WHITEFIELD MANCHESTER M45 7NF 
TEL: 0161 767 1122 FAX 0161 767 1128 E-MAIL: INFO@POLYFLOR.COM 
SAMPLES HOTLINE 0161 767 2551 WWW.POLYFLOR.COM

enquiry 2 on card 
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect
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