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DORMA offer a range
of fittings for the
construction of
toughened glass door
assemblies, both

internal and external.

The breadth of the
range allows you
flexibility of design
combined with
maximum aesthetic

effect.

DORMA UK Limited

Tel: 01462 477600
Fax: 01462 477601
Email: info@dorma-uk.co.uk
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Lucy Begg and
Robie Gay’'s
trailer porch wins
the AJ Small

“ﬂne of the serious options to ensure
long-term future sporting activity on
the site is the demolition of the building”

Projects Award

@ news

Private Finance stuck in the LIFT

One of the government’s first attempts to force through the Private
Finance Initiative in small-scale primary healthcare has become

embroiled in delays and local criticism.

Critics have reacted with frustration to
ongoing setbacks on the proposals for a
£2.5 million GP’s health centre in Holloway,
north London, after Soho-based Sprunt took
over from the original architect.

The project forms part of an NHS Local
Improvement Finance Trust (LIFT) pilot,
announced in 2001 as an exemplar, which
includes the construction of seven new facilities
in Camden and Islington.

Problems first appeared on the Holloway
scheme early in 2003 after designs by Camden-
based Monahan Blythen Architects — which
had already won full planning permission —
were dropped.

A new project by Sprunt replaced the
designs after the developer Bluestone decided it
would be more cost-effective to have all seven
schemes drawn up by the same practice.

However, Islington council has told the
A] that these proposals have become caught
up in the planning process due to design
issues and are unlikely to secure permission
until later this year.

And the Holloway Estate Residents Association has reacted to these
delays by condemning the developer, the decision to drop Monahan

Blythen, and the entire LIFT process.

‘If the developer had stuck with the original designs the whole pro-
ject could have been built by now, association chair Angela Slocumbe
said. ‘We desperately need this centre.

‘We are not really any closer to getting the
health centre than we were at the outset and
the second project is not as good as the first. It
is incredibly frustrating.

‘If this turns out to be normal in the rest
of the country, then the LIFT process will
be a complete disaster, she added. ‘T simply
do not know how it can have been allowed
to happen.

And Monahan Blythen project architect
Malcolm Birks agreed. ‘It was incredible that
we were not kept on when we had already won
planning permission, he said.

“There is a lot of disappointment in the sur-
rounding area as there are a lot of people who
need the centre urgently. People are also frus-
trated with the delays, he added.

However, Paul Monaghan of Allford Hall
Monaghan Morris — which won a design com-
petition for another of the LIFT schemes
and has since handed the project over to Sprunt
for a design and build contract - insisted the

.'

PFI process was a success.

‘Tve found Sprunt very cooperative and

Pressure on Prescott over PPS b

John Prescott is under pressure to amend his draft
guidance on town centres following reports
accusing him of relaxing a ban on out-of-town
supermarkets.

The ODPM promised this week to consider
tightening up its policy, after a Sunday newspaper
seized on a number of ambiguously worded para-
graphs in the draft PPS 6.

But the department, along with observers such
as CABE and the RTPI, played down the furore
sparked by the claims in the Sunday Telegraph. The
paper also suggested that chancellor Gordon
Brown was behind the policy, under pressure from
major retailers.

The AJ’s planning correspondent Brian Waters
said he remained convinced the government was
committed to strengthening town centres. Waters
described the contested paragraphs as ‘pragmatic’
measures that gave ‘occasional weight to economic

4|the architects' journal

factors’ The draft PPS 6 would allow a limited num-
ber of large buildings on edge-of-town sites, where a
retailer such as IKEA could prove there was no suit-
able site in the town centre, he said.

CABE also denied suggestions that the clauses
had passed unnoticed. The commission has
already responded to the draft document, pointing
to the ‘confused message’ on ‘stand-alone, out-of-
town developments.

And the president of the RTPI, Vincent Good-
stadt, agreed that there was an ‘ambiguity’ that
could be exploited by developers and must be
tidied up.

A spokesman for the ODPM said it would be
‘taking into consideration all the issues raised
through consultation’. Consultation on the draft
PPS 6 has now officially closed, although the AJ
understands that representations will still be con-
sidered for the next week or two.

the whole process fairly positive, Monaghan told the AJ. ‘All the PFI
processes have their faults and this one is no different”

Ed Dorrell

Tschumi’s Acropolis
museum dropped

The Greek government has
scrapped Bernard Tschumi’s
plans for an Acropolis museum
in Athens, the A] understands.

A source in the Greek
Embassy told the AJ that the
building — designed to hold the
Elgin Marbles if they are ever
handed over by the British Muse-
um — has been dropped and that
‘legal proceedings’ are expected.

Reports in Greece’s English
language newspaper Kathi-
merini suggest that the country’s
highest court, the Council of
State, has ruled that the scheme
would do irretrievable damage
to archaeological remains on
the site.
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“Thev should declare all previous appeal results null
and void. | don’t think people realise how appalling

this is. It strikes at the heart of the appeals system”

The AJ100finds
thatRenzo Pianois
the most admired
living architect

Zaha Hadid becomes first woman
to scoop $100,000 Pritzker Prize

Zaha Hadid has won the coveted Pritzker Prize
— the first woman to achieve the honour. Iraqi-
born Hadid will be the 26th Pritzker Laureate
and the third from the UK. As well as being
the first woman, at 53 she is also
one of the youngest to receive
the $100,000 award.

Hadid told the AJ this week
that the win marked a greater
acceptance of her work.

‘The critical thing is that
this work 10 or 15 years ago
would have seemed impossible.
Things have shifted so much
towards an acceptance of radi-
cally extreme work.

However, she questioned
whether it would help her to
build in the UK. ‘What has been interesting, she
said, ‘is that there has been so much press coverage
all around the world and hardly any in the UK.

‘I think it’s a multitude of things. There’s still a
lot of resistance and reservation. If we had done
one project here they could touch it. But because
it’s far away, it’s not very immediate.

She would love to win a project, particularly in
London, she added, ‘since it’s getting exhausting,
all the travelling.

MARKS BARFIELD ARCHITECTS
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First Pritzker, next stop the UK

‘We have been trying to get work here — we have
done so many competitions recently, including the
BBC and Exhibition Road. And I'm surprised that
Rem Koolhaas doesn’t have work here,’ she added,
‘or Eisenman. They could really
change the scene.

One place where Hadid
might find work in the future is
her birthplace, Baghdad.

‘Eventually I would love to go
back but not until things have
settled down. It’s still too early
to tell what type of project it
might be. The very immediate
requirement is for hospitals and
housing. The substantial work
will have to wait.

And how will she be spending
her £100,0007 ‘I really can’t say. No particular pro-
ject but it will go into the office’

Hadid’s fellow laureates include inaugural
winner Philip Johnson and Danish Sydney Opera
House designer Jorn Utzon, who clinched the title
last year. James Stirling was the first Briton to
receive the prize in 1981, followed by Norman Fos-
ter in 1999. Hadid will pick up her prize and her
cheque at a ceremony in Russia in the spring.

Zoe Blackler

The developers of the
Bullring shopping centre

in Birmingham have
8 selected Marks Barfield
i Architectstodesigna

new ‘feature cafe’in the
development.The Spiral
Café will sit within the
terraced area of St
Martin’s Square facing St
Martin’s Church, with
views overlooking the
centre’s new public
performance area.The
60m* design was
inspired by the Fibonacci
numerical sequence,
which resuited inthe
building resembling a
seashell. Workissetto
startin May. ¥

RIBAFINDS SPONSORS FOR
STUDENTS ON HARD TIMES
The RIBA has responded to concerns
over its Student Hardship Fund’s
future by organising a series of
sponsored scholarships and
bursaries.The institute has
persuaded the British Plaster Board
to support up to 30 architectural
students facing financial difficulties
in the next academic year. (4]

ASSOCIATION'S ARB INQUIRY
DEMANDS FALL ON DEAF EARS
The ODPM has rejected calls from
the Association of Consultant
Architects foritto set up a full legal
inquiry into the ARB.Speaking in
the House of Commons last week,
ODPM minister Phil Hope said: ‘|
have full confidence in the work of
the board. ©

COMPENSATION CULTURE
KILLING SPACE, SAYS CABE
The publicis being prevented from
enjoying imaginative local parks and
open spaces by an‘increasing
culture of compensation, CABE has
claimed.The design watchdog warns
thatlocal authoritiesfear of litigation
is turning‘much of Britain's urban
space into soul-less space’ ()

RMJM LEFT ‘OUT ON A LIMB’
BY SHAME OF HOLYROOD
RMJM felt’let down'’by the Holyrood
authorities when presiding officer
George Reid capped their fees and
forced them to suffer public
criticism, the Fraser Inquiry has
heard.Chief architect Brian Stewart
said designers were leftoutonalimb
because they had been named but
could not defend themselves. ©

RIBA FORCES DESIGN QUALITY
PLANNING BILL CHANGE

The RIBA has claimed victory in its
campaign to force the ODPM to give
design quality animportantrolein
the Planning Bill. Two amendments
have been tabled which will require
a’statement of design principles’in
all applications and beef up
sustainable developmentin the role
of planners. ©
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Trailer porch wins Small Projects

An extension to a trailer home in rural Alabama has won the AJ Small
Projects Award 2004. Designed by Cambridge graduate Lucy Begg on
a year out with Rural Studio and local student Robie Gay, the timber
porch was built on a disused trailer chassis at a cost of £3,600.

All materials were available from the local hardware store — as well as
dimensional lumber, these included corrugated metal roofing and mesh
insect screens, spray painted in strong colours. In addition to designing
the project, Begg and Gay played a major part in its construction.

A house designed by Simon Conder on Dungeness Beach in Kent was
highly commended.

s,

T
e

AJ Small Projects is sponsored by RobinEllis design and construc-
tion. The judges were: Robin Ellis; A] editor Isabel Allen; architects
Sadie Morgan of de Rijke Marsh Morgan and Philip Gumuchdjian;
structural engineer Jane Wernick; cost consultant Kevin Bonfield of
Boyden and Co; and Rob Wilson of the RIBA.

All projects will be on exhibition at the RIBA in London from Tuesday
23 March to Saturday 24 April, and later in the year at Interbuild and at
100% Design. To see all the entries, go to www.ajplus.co.uk/smallprojects
® See People, pages 22-23

Ruth Slavid
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The porch effectively doubles the living space and could outlast the replacement of the trailer home
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Materials, including timber, corrugated metal and insect mesh, all came from local builders’ merchants
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Lucy Begg and Robie Gay
designed and drew the project,
photographed it and (far left)

also carried out a lot of the
building work.They have
documented not only the building
itself but also how it sitsin its
environment (top)
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Twentieth Century Society in fight
to save nation’s sporting heritage

The Twentieth Century Society has
launched a campaign to save the Grade
II*-listed National Sports Centre in
Crystal Palace after discovering plans to
demolish it.

The lobby group claims that Bromley
council and the London Development
Authority are drawing up plans to knock
down the building, which was designed
by a Leslie Martin-led team of London
County Council architects in 1964.

Caseworker Cordula Zeidler said she
was horrified to have discovered the fate
of the swimming pool because it is ‘a completely original building
that has absolutely fantastic interiors’.

Zeidler said the society had discovered that the council and the LDA
are currently drawing up proposals for a smaller community leisure
centre because the building’s maintenance costs are too high. ‘Our
members have agreed that we must campaign to save the building
because it is so important; she said. ‘We will be talking to local groups
and discussing how to persuade the council to abandon its plans.

Bromley council’s head of heritage, Peter Martin, admitted that

Piano ousts Foster to become
‘most admired living architect’

Under threat: the swimming pool at Crystal Palace

there are plans afoot that would require
the building’s demolition. ‘It will be sub-
ject to some kind of redevelopment in the
not too distant future, he said. ‘One of
the serious options to ensure long-term
future sporting activity on the site is
the demolition of the building. There are
many people that consider it too expen-
sive and unsustainable to be retained.

‘However, we have always said to them
that it is Grade II*-listed and they will
have to prove that they cannot look after
it anymore, he added. ‘But there are no
local groups, that we have consulted, that are keen to keep it

The LDA, however, insisted there was little to worry about. ‘We
have helped ensure that the National Sports Centre at Crystal Palace
stays open in the short term,’ a spokesman said.

‘We are consulting with a wide range of stakeholders over
the nature of sports provision in the area over the longer term,
he added. ‘No conclusions over the NSC’s future have been reached
at this stage.

Ed Dorrell

HLM Design’s UK office saves
itself with management buyout

Norman Foster has lost his place
as the architect’s favourite archi-
tect to Italian Renzo Piano.

In this year’s AJ100 survey,
Piano clinched the title ‘most
admired living architect, pick-
ing up 17 per cent of votes cast.

Piano, taking the capital by
storm with his Shard of Glass
and Bloomsbury groundscraper,
pushed Foster into second place
with 15.5 per cent of the vote.

Foster’s practice also lost the
title of biggest earner to the 155-
strong HOK International, which
last year generated an impressive
£32,100,000 in fee income.

BDP again tops the index as
the UK’s best staffed practice,

The AJ’s annual survey of
the UK’s largest 100 practices
includes details of the fastest riser,
most efficient practice and the
PFI giants. Other results include
assessments of the performance
of the key institutions. On the
ARB, 29 per cent of respondents
said it performed very badly and
38 per cent said it was bad. The
Architecture Foundation also
comes in for criticism, with 24 per
cent condemning it as very bad.

Corbusier’s Ronchamp was
named favourite building of all
time. Foster’s GLA building was
least favourite, but won best
building in 2003 for Swiss Re.
® Read the full AJ100 survey,

The directors of HLM Design
have pushed through a man-
agement buyout after the firm’s
parent company, HLM Design
International, went into receiv-
ership last week.

The new company will trade
as HLM Architects from its
existing offices in London,
Sheffield, Glasgow and Guild-
ford. The new owners claim to
have the ‘full support of both
the management team and the
company’s 120 staft’.

The firm’s UK office came
49th in this year’s AJ100, with
4] qualified architects. This
represents a major drop on
2003 when the practice was in

The company currently has
large-scale PFI work in Stoke
Mandeville, Ashford and Peter-
borough.

The new company’s chair-
man, Christopher Liddle, said
the deal was essential for the
future of the office. “The speed
at which our MBO has been
completed ensures client and
staff retention, he said.

‘Our forward order book is
extremely strong and this move
represents a clear need to focus
on our UK business and the ser-
vice we provide to our UK clients.

‘It will allow us to redefine
our business strategy, prior-
itising design quality with

with 250 architects. starting on page 37 28th place with 54 architects. profitability, he added.
w i Graeme McRobbie,a final-year student at Robert Gordon University in Aberdeen, created
) ‘A Growing Community’as his Stage 4 (Honours Year) project.The brief was to design

STUDENT SHOWCA

sustainable housing in a run-down area of Aberdeen, exploring local influences. McRobbie
developed theidea of socially sustainable homes that would adapt and grow with the
family wholived inthem while maintaining a fixed footprint. Arranged around
community squares, each home could expand upwards independently from its neighbour,
allowing all the homes to‘grow’ as the need arose. This in turn would create a community
with unique character and a strong diversity. McRobbie’s tutor was Gokay Devici.

Student Showcase is sponsored by Students’Union, a website set up by
Union in association with The Architects’ Journal at www.students-
union.net. To submitwork for publication in Student Showcase, email
apublication qualityimage to ajstudentshowcase@emap.com

STUDENTS
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PRODUCT: Weathered Pale Jade
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Urban focus at Civic Trust Awards

Lifschutz Davidson’s Golden Jubilee Bridges on the Thames (left) and Robinson Mcllwaine’s New

Bar Library in Belfast were among the urban projects honoured at the 2004 Civic Trust Awards

Projects as diverse as a train station in Sun
derland and a sound sculpture in Gateshead
were celebrated last night as the Civic Trust
dished out more than 40 awards at a ceremo-
ny in Bristol. The annual event — which this
year focused on urban projects —also featured
nine ‘special awards), including a sustainabili
ty award for Bill Dunster’s BedZED and an
access award for Levitt Bernstein’s LSO St
Luke’s in London’s Islington.

Among the other winners were Lifschutz
Davidson’s Golden Jubilee Bridges in Lon-
don, Arup Associates’ City of Manchester
Stadium and Studio Daniel Libeskind’s
Imperial Museum North.

Also celebrated were 53 commendations -
featuring Austin-Smith:Lord’s FACT centre in
Liverpool — and 38 mentions, which included

Frank Gehry’s Maggie’s Centre in Dundee.
Civic Trust manager
Newlands praised all the projects that picked

awards Vivienne
up gongs. Award winners are projects that
have a positive impact, not simply in restora

tion or redevelopment terms, but on the wider
streetscape, on the public realm, and on the
sense of place. The Civic Trust Awards prove
not just that high-quality, inclusive develop

ment exists, but that we do not need to settle
for anything less.

‘We are pleased to recognise those clients,
architects and developers who take a holistic
view, and who should be immensely proud
of the places they create, Newlands added.
© To access the full list, visit the Editor’s
Choice section at www.ajplus.co.uk
Ed Dorrell

Patrick Nuttgens (1930-2004)

Arriving in Yorkin 1962, Patrick Nuttgens found a city‘already scarred by
modern intrusions, displaying a remarkable lack of scholarship and an
equally remarkable vulgarity’ Nuttgens,who has died at the age of 74,

CENTREVISION SPECIAL AWARD
The Christchurch Centre of Excellence in
Belfast by Consarc Conservation

SPECIAL AWARD FOR URBAN DESIGN
Millennium Quarter in Manchester by BDP,
The Hurd Rolland Partnership,lan Simpson
Architects and Martha Schwartz

SPECIAL AWARD FOR ACCESS
LSO St Luke’s in Islington by Levitt Bernstein

SPECIAL AWARD FOR CULTUREAND
REGENERATION

Kingston Communications Stadiumin
Kingston-upon-Hull by the Miller Partnership

SPECIAL AWARD FOR HARD LANDSCAPING
Trafalgar Square in London by Foster and
Partners

NORTHERN IRELAND PUBLIC REALM
SPECIAL AWARD

New Bar Library in Belfast by Robinson
Mcllwaine

SPECIAL AWARD FOR PARTNERSHIP
Refurbishment of Brompton House and
Sydenham House in Liverpool by Pollard
Thomas Edwards

SPECIAL AWARD FOR SUSTAINABILITY
BedZed in Sutton by Bill Dunster Architects

SPECIAL AWARD FORWELSH
REGENERATION

The Swansea Sail Bridge in Swansea by
Wilkinson Eyre Architects

where he was for some time the only architect member of staff. Under
Nuttgens, the IAAS thrived, with conservation studies one of its
specialities.Nuttgens was deeply attached to York, the subject of his

was an architect and educator with a passionate
commitment to the Modernist cause in architecture
and design, who was equally keen to conserve the
best of the past - and frequently depressed by the
failure of Modernism to contribute positively to the
fabric of historic cities such as York
Nuttgens’personality and outlook reflected the
influence of the Chilterns Arts and Crafts milieu in
which he was raised - the son of the stained glass artist
Joseph Nuttgens (1892-1982),an associate of Eric Gill
and of the Roman Catholic faith which he maintained
to the end of his days. He believed architecture was a
social art that should serve the community and that
conservation and good new design were equally
importantingredients in a liveable city.

Trained in Edinburgh, where he came under the influence of Robert
Matthew, Nuttgens went to York to run the Institute of Advanced
Architectural Studies (then based in a redundant church but later
transplanted to the King’s Manor). Inevitably, he became actively involved

\§ K

Nuttgens: commited to Modernism

in the establishment of the new University of York (designed by RMJM),

10  the architects' journal

perceptive book York: the continuing city (1976). He was
for some years president of the York Georgian Society.

In 1969, however, Nuttgens moved to Leeds as first
director of the new polytechnic (now Leeds
Metropolitan University). It was a demanding and
difficult task, not least because the polytechnic
remained under the management of a local
authority with which relations were sometimes
fraught. It was the onset of multiple sclerosis that
forced his retirement in 1986

Nuttgens was a fluent lecturer and broadcaster and
the author of two books aimed at a broad audience,
The story of architecture and Understanding modern
architecture,the latter, published in 1988, reflecting
Nuttgens'exasperation at the narrowness of the Prince

ofWales'architectural campaigns of the 1980s. He was a man ofimmense
personal charm and generosity,who bore his many years of disability with
remarkably good humour, He will be greatly missed both in Yorkshire and
on the British architectural scene generally.

Kenneth Powell
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Ashzip. A standing seam system to write home about.

If you want the best product for the job, the Ashzip standing seam roofing
system from Ash & Lacy literally leaves the competition standing. Available
in aluminium, steel, stainless steel or copper; convex or concave curved,
wave formed or tapered in long lengths; Ashzip offers a virtually limitless
range of exciting design opportunities.

To make the design, specification and installation process as smooth and as
risk-free as possible Ash & Lacy offer a total roof envelope solution package

which is available from a single source to ensure compatibility between the
individual components. From rainwater goods to the bespoke architectural
fabrications that create the visually important perimeter details, all are
manufactured to the highest quality standards and backed-up by an
unrivalled design and technical support service.

There may be many standing seam roofing systems... but there is only
one Ashzip!

For a copy of the Ashzip brochure telephone 0121 525 1444,

enquiry 4 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

; ,J‘Ash.&'-.acv
‘/t 1ing systems

Glasgow 0141 950 6040 West Midlands 0121 525 1444 London 020 8335 2600
E-mail: sales@ashandlacy.com Website: www.ashandlacy.com

Visit us in the Architectural
Pavillion on stand AP16




oasis cubicles look like a floating wall.




Doors are suspended
from the headrail.
Feet are hidden from
view. Aluminium
frame with stainless
steel fixings provide
strength. With oasis
there's less to see
but more to admire.
That must be why it's
often specified near
water.

444 thrislington cubicles

Product: | Contact: t +44 (0)1244 520 677
- w www.thrislingtoncubicles.com
Scale:  nts | e info@thrislingtoncubicles.com

!

Tate Modern
Herzog & De Meuron

Canary Wharf Station
Foster & Partners

British Airways London Eye
Marks & Barfield
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The government is facing calls for a morator-
ium on PPG 7 planning inquiries following
publication in the AJ of secret instructions to
inspectors ruling on new country houses.

Cornwall-based architect John Gosschalk,
whose PPG 7 house was refused at appeal last
December, is leading the charge.

Gosschalk has issued a rallying cry to
other architects and clients who have had
their applications refused to join forces and
put pressure on the deputy prime minister.

The outcry follows the revelation in the AJ
of a confidential note to inspectors ordering
them to include a consideration of the gov-
ernment’s plans to drop the country house
clause when ruling on appeals (A] 4.3.04).

Gosschalk, who has written to the head of

to’have alook at what we will soon be losing’

the ODPM revealed its draft PPS 7 last year.

great projects,'Guy said.

Architecture Centre until 25 April.

‘Come and see what we will soon be losing’
The curator of a PPG 7 country house exhibition that opened last week in
Bristol has called on staff at the neighbouring Planning Inspectorate

Neil Guy said it was a real opportunity for inspectors to
see examples of a tradition that has come under threat since

‘The planners are not far away and | think it would be good
for them and for us if they came in and had a look at these

The New English Country House exhibition will be on show at Bristol's

PPG 7 revelations spark moratorium demand

Gosschalk’s Falling Leaves house was refused

Rural campaigners get behind the AJ campaign
The Countryside Alliance has come out in support of the AJ's
campaign to save the PPG 7 country house clause.
The rural lobbying organisation’s new chief executive, Simon
Hart, said he was 'happy to sign up'because new country
houses often act as triggers for regeneration.

The Countryside Alliance exists as a tool to promote the
interests of traditional countryside communities. Its decision to back the
AJ's campaign illustrates the widespread support for the country house
tradition among Britain’s rural population.

The ODPM has said that the publication of the finalised PPS 7 document
was unlikely to be’this side of Easter.

the plannning inspectorate demanding a
moratorium, insisted: “They should declare
all previous appeal results null and void. I
don’t think people realise how appalling this
is. It strikes at the heart of the appeals system.
This is supposed to be totally unbiased. It’s
disgraceful and something needs to be done’
His house, Falling Leaves in Torridge,
Devon, was endorsed by CABE: ‘We think
that this is an attractive scheme, the commis-
sion advised the inspector, ‘with the potential
to result in a building of real interest.
However, in his conclusion the inspector
ruled that ‘despite its undoubted quality’
it was not of ‘such outstanding quality’ to
qualify for exception.
Zoé Blackler

Prince expresses anger at demolition plans for ‘intrinsic’ Smithfield

The Prince of Wales has waded into the
looming planning dispute over the future of
Smithfield Meat Market in London.

The Prince has written to the Corporation
of London expressing his frustration at
proposals it commissioned from KPF to
demolish several unlisted buildings within
the conservation area.

He is determined that the scheme, for a new
office development on the Farringdon Road,
should be shelved and the buildings renovated
as a trigger for local economic regeneration.

A spokesman for the Prince — who first
got involved in architectural politics in the

'80s after he castigated Modernist ‘carbun-
cles’ — said he was horrified when he heard
of the plans.

“The Prince of Wales is keen to ensure that
the market is retained in its entire extent, the
spokesman told the AJ. ‘He believes that it is of
genuine architectural merit and that it is an
intrinsic part of London’s heritage.

‘Not only that, he is convinced that if the
buildings were saved and refurbished they
would be of benefit to both Londoners and
visitors to the capital.

‘If this were to happen, as at Covent Garden,
the site could also act as a trigger for economic

regeneration in the are