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These children’s building blocks,
decorated by (clockwise from
bottom right) Lord Foster, Sir
Nicholas Grimshaw, Tadao Ando
and Lord Rogers, are among 160
produced by celebrities to help
raise money for children’s charity
Tommy's. Contributors, including
Tiger Woods, Hugh Grant and
Damien Hirst, were asked to
make a collector’s item of an
American Tulipwood block by
adding their own design. Foster
hollowed out his block, which

was then pierced with a series of

perspex rods to create a tunnel
effect, while Grimshaw
decorated his with architectural
sketches.The blocks are being
auctioned online this week by

www.ebay.co.uk.
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ALSOPWINS STATION REVAMP
Will Alsop has won the commission
to redesign Birmingham's New
Street Station. However,Network
Rail has admitted it is unable to
carry the project forward until it
has raised sufficient funds.Alsop
will also reveal his masterplan for
Leicester on Friday. Visit
ajplus.co.uk forimages. (4]

C4 SEEKS NEW PRESENTERS
Channel 4 Television is seeking two
presenters to front a programme
about homes that do or don't work.
The company is looking for people
who are’‘sensitive to the challenges
and contradictions of modern day
living arrangements, able to
provide innovative solutions to
everyday space/style dilemmas,
and be able to fix homes that aren't
working. E-mail kelly.close@
ricochetsouth.co.uk

CRACKS APPEAR ON BRIDGE
Problems have appeared on
Lifschutz Davidson's Hungerford
Bridge. Westminster council has
confirmed that cracks developing
inthe concrete paving slabs have
forced contractors to start remedial
work. The council and the
contractors have also launched an
investigation into the possibilities
of along-term problem.

ENVIRONMENTAL DEMANDS
Debra Shipley MP has met with
energy and construction minister
Brian Wilson to demand the
government takes environmental
issues seriously. She said that where
public or lottery money is used,
there should be a requirement fora
high level of sustainability.

For the best jobs in
architecture turn

to page 53 or visit
WWww.careersin
construction.com
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‘l am unconvinced that this over-mighty
alliance of politicians, planners and
architects has absorbed the lessons taught
by Jane Jacobs 40 years ago - cities are
messy, untidy places regenerated by the
people themselves, not by planners.’
Ferdinand Mount on the Urban Summit
Sunday Times, 3.11.02

news

‘Ifit could take the same kind of cultural
risks that Glasgow did when it took Peter
Brook to the Gorbals, rather than focus
simply on culture for the sake of its
economy, it probably has the strongest
claim on the title.

Deyan Sudjic on Newcastle/Gateshead's bid to
be Capital of Culture 2008, Observer, 3.11.02

Foster and Partners —l

122 Leadenhall Street (217m) Heron Tower (183m) Minerva Building (216m)
Richard Rogers Partnership Kohn Pederson Fox — Nicholas Grimshaw and Partners
Fenchurch Street Tower (144m) Swiss Re (180m)
Wilkinson Eyre Foster and Partners ¥ | 155
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New London: thisimage, acquired by the AJ, shows how London’s skyline could look in 2008. The cluster of City

skyscrapers includes a scheme in development by Richard Rogers Partnership on Leadenhall Street,one by

Foster and Partners on Lime Street, which is in for planning, and Nicholas Grimshaw & Partners’ Minerva

building, also in for planning. Another by Wilkinson Eyre on Fenchurch Street has been submitted for

consideration by a developer which has yet to acquire the site. Foster and Partners’ Swiss Re is under

construction and KPF's Heron Tower on Bishopsgate has cleared all planning hurdles and is set to start on site,

Brown risks ‘development frenzy’

Existing planning regulations could be abandoned
in thousands of the UK’s most deprived areas as a
tool to trigger regeneration, chancellor Gordon
Brown revealed in a keynote address last week.

He told the Urban Summit on Friday that the
government will soon outline proposals to set up
Business Planning Zones (BPZ) in the poorest
local government wards in the country. The move
is sure to dismay conservation campaigners, as
some of the areas fall within sensitive localities.

The new policy will charge local authorities
with the preparation of local planning frame-
works, which will form the only restraint on
development. So long as a proposed scheme falls
within these guidelines, developers and architects
will not need to apply for planning permission.

But government urban regeneration adviser
Lord Rogers said the move must not signal the
start of local authorities ‘abandoning good design’
And the Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) has
described the policy — designed to encourage busi-
ness to set up —as a ‘free-for-all’

The heaviest concentration of these areas is in
London, with vast swathes of the capital likely to
be subject to the new policy. For example, the bor-
oughs of Islington and Southwark have 18 wards
each which could be affected and Tower Hamlets’

City Fringe, site of the controversial Spitalfields
development, is also set to become a BPZ.

Other areas included on the 2,000-strong list
are in Derby and Chesterfield in the Midlands plus
Stockton-on-Tees and Sunderland in the North
East.

However, Building Design Partnership’s director
of planning Peter Toother warned the government
against relaxing the planning regulations. ‘I am all
for businesses being encouraged to set up in
deprived areas as part of regeneration, he said. ‘But
it should not be achieved through the loosening or
abandonment of planning regulations.

“This policy could damage areas because busi-
nesses normally want to see a well organised area,
with a planned infrastructure and planned envi-
ronment before they move in, Toother added.

The RTPI's David Rose said the government
must be extremely careful. “We think these zones
are a bit of a non-starter. The government should
be very restrained in reducing planning regula-
tions altogether — they do not want an
uncontrolled development frenzy, he warned.

The plans will form part of a policy statement
by John Prescott to be presented to Parliament in
January. See page 12.

Ed Dorrell

7 November 2002
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‘If visitors have an experience more akin to
the former eastern Europe, in which galleries
are shut and there are plastic buckets under
the roofs, that will damage very seriously the

‘Picasso changed styles,
artists change styles.Nobody
worries aboutartists
changing.Why do they worry

‘Ifind italmost funny that we are talking
about these early Modern housesin the
same terms as they were spoken about 70
years ago... Thereis nothing about them

that can’t be put right today.’

John Allan of Avanti Architects on threats to
demolish Connell Ward & Lucas’ Wentworth
house. Guardian, 4.11.02

about architects whomove
on?’
Sir Terry Farrell. Independent,

31.10.02 2.11.02

+ FOR A DAILY NEWS FEED ON THE LATEST ARCHITECTURAL STORIES GO TO AJPLUS.CO.UK

Nine win through in ‘Designs

on Democracy’ competition

The ippr think tank, in association with the AJ, has
picked a strong shortlist of nine in its quest to
design the ‘town hall of the future’.

The nine firms, chosen from a high-profile
batch of 82 practices that expressed interest in the
CABE and Design Council-backed project, are:
EEA

Brisac Gonzalez

Bauman Lyons

Penoyre & Prasad

Witherford Watson Mann Architects

Each team wins an honorarium of £5,000 and
the chance to scoop a further £5,000, which will
go to the winners of each of the three sites on
offer. The two-stage competition is to ‘reinvent’
Letchworth, Stockport and Bradford town halls,
with the final projects including facilities such as
office space, cafes, gallery space and even flats.

The top three shortlisted teams (above) will
concentrate on Letchworth, the middle trio on
Stockport and final three on Bradford. But the
core of the competition is to create a new democ-
ratic space which is individual to the site and the
character of the area and to foster democratic
engagement and civic pride.

A public exhibition of the nine shortlisted
schemes — three for each site — will be staged in the
new year and the winners will be announced in
January 2003.

Chair of judges Robin Nicholson said: ‘We were
delighted by the response and the wide range of the
approaches.” But he cautioned: ‘While the general

stood the central challenge of enhancing local
democracy. We have every expectation of three
profound proposals for each of the three sites.

Last week, more than 50 third-year architecture
students from Manchester University School of
Architecture visited Stockport for a design project
to design a town hall of the future.

The students are developing their schemes
based on the ippr/AJ competition guidelines, and
the best of their designs will go on show at Stock-

Government demands yet
more skyscraper guidance

The government has called for further guidance
on tall buildings, saying CABE and English Her-
itage’s recently published Guidance on Tall
Buildings does not go far enough.

In its response to the Local Government and
Regional Affairs Select Committee’s Report on
Tall Buildings (AJ 5.9.02), the government high-
lights areas ‘not sufficiently covered’ by the
Guidance and says they need to be further out-
lined when PPG1 is revised.

The response also calls on English Heritage to
be more cautious about the listing of 20th century
buildings. ‘Its willingness to list eyesores from this
period whatever their effect on the environment
undermines its opposition to new tall buildings in
inappropriate places, the report says.

It also hits out at CABE, demanding that the
commission become less attached to the Mod-
ernist movement, saying, ‘tall buildings are not
essential for the urban renaissance’.

And it calls on planning departments to make
better use of ‘developers’ contributions’ to trans-

VR . < . . . P ———
standard of submissions was high and the teams  port systems, ‘especially where tall buildings have a e
talented, not all architects appear to have under-  significant impact on the local infrastructure’ Yes, serious
20%
Don't know

Renzo Piano has completed this picture gallery for the Marella Agnelli Foundation.The‘jewel box’ has been

constructed on the roof of the Fiat Lingotto Factory in Turin - the latest in a line of schemes to renovate the

1920s building by Giacomo Matte Trucco, which features a car-testing track on theroof.
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international perception of Britain.'
National Gallery director Charles Saumarez
Smith on a crisis in museum funding. Guardian,

EXTRA CASH FOR EASTSIDE
Regeneration minister Tony
McNulty has announced a further
£30 million European funding for
redevelopment of Birmingham’s
Eastside.The grant will fund a
range of projects including the
demolition of Masshouse Circus.

BISHOPSGATE VERDICT DUE

DSDHA port town hall later this year. See news in pictures,  The ruling of the judicial review
Buschow Henley page 10. into future of the Bishopsgate
ABK David Taylor Goods Yard is expected on Friday.
Bucholz McEvoy It will decide whether London

Underground can demolish the
historic structure for its East
London Line extension.Forthe
verdict see www.ajplus.co.uk €

OLYMPICSTO REAP £79m

An Arup report into the viability of
a London Olympic Games bid says
hosting the event would bringina
profit of £79 million.The capital
costs of staging the games would
be outweighed by the benefits of
regeneration, job creation and
additional tax revenues. )

... of votersinapollonthe AJ’s
website think racism in
architecture is not a problem.

Yes, very serious indeed

preme————— Y A
No, not serious
—— 1 6%

No, it's not a problem at all
21%

Respondents: 86

We are continuing to run the
poll this week.

[+ Register your view at
www.ajplus.co.uk
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The Jeremy Dixon.Edward Jones
National Gallery revamp will follow
the pedestrianisation of the north
side of London’s Trafalgar Square

Dixon Jones opening doors at National Gallery

Jeremy Dixon.Edward Jones has unveiled plans .
to revamp the National Gallery’s East Wing. LT

The £21 million project follows the practice’s for - Sl
highly praised extension to the adjacent ] N\
National Portrait Gallery (NPG).At the same &

time Charles Saumarez Smith’s move from the
NPG to his new post as the National’s director i | ]y -
re-establishes the successful client-architect % l J i 8 O A . KEY
relationship that drove that earlier scheme. T : 1 The Ewst Dock, new
¥ level access from
The project complements the e [vesivy Tk Trafalgar Square
pedestrianisation of the north of London's ‘6 7 ] i Ew 2 entrance hal lobby
. Y 3 eastentrance hall
Trafalgar Square and the start on site last week EE:; E:]u 4 internal courtyard
of Foster and Partners' grand stairway linking gL~ e o [ : : ';:ZZ’ hal
the square and gallery. = ! 7 cafe
8 disabled lift

It establishes a new point of entry to the
gallery at ground level to improve disabled ground floor plan
access and converts a series of back-of-house
spaces on the ground floor into improved
public facilities.

Visitors will be able to enter the building
through a new public entrance, the East Door,
and pass through into the entrance hall lobby,
where a lift will provide disabled access to the
main gallery floor above.To either side of the
entrance hall,the scheme creates a shop and
300-seat café, with interior design by Din
Associates.

Beyond the entrance hall,a hidden
courtyard at the heart of the building becomes
aroof-lit atrium,connected to the galleries on
the first floor by a new staircase.

The scheme also creates an informal public
space in the ground floor Lower Hall, where
visitors will be able to drink coffee, browse the
gallery catalogues and access the gallery’s
databases through a collection of touch-screen
computers.

On the main gallery floor, at first-floor level,
the scheme will open up the Main Portico
Entrance, restore the original Victorian
decoration in the Staircase Hall and bring
about furtherimprovements to the Central
Hall, the picture gallery at the heart of the
building.

Work is due to start on the project in late
spring 2003, with completion set for 2005.

Zoé Blackler

8 the architects’ journal 7 November 2002
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The new generation of surface protection
resists hard treatment and takes the pain
out of cleaning. SparClean, for Tarasafe
safety flooring, is the revolutionary
surface treatment that commands:

Extreme resistance to soiling and staining*
* Source: independent testing carried out by CAMRASO - Cleaning
& Maintenance Research and Services Organisation.

Improved maintenance properties
to make cleaning easier

Lifelong colour and design
Extra Durability
Enhanced slip resistance

. Excellent hygiene properties

This new treatment is

enquiry 14 on card

Spar Clean www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

resists hard treatment and takes the pain out of cleaning o

Telephone: 01926 401500 E-mail: gerfloruk@gerflorcom Web: www.gerflor.com Floors to match your imagination




Little and large in Jersey

Naish Waddington Architects has just completed two contrasting housing
projects in Jersey - a single family house, South Wind, near St Peter (below),and
flats for Jersey Homes Trust housing association in central St Helier (right and
top). Tenants from across the island are just moving into the 113 single-bed flats
of Berkshire Court. Two blocks of deck-access accommodation for the over-50s
face each other across a landscaped courtyard.There is 56-bay basement parking
below.On the street is a colourful presence.

The architect was appointed after initial planning permission.Good value at £12
million, the balconies and decks of this D&B contract were prefabricated in London.

South Wind is a four-bed house over semi-basement parking. Designed with

engineer Arup Rothwell,itis located on the coast in a rocky, uncultivated area.The
stone-clad base of the house is topped with a cedar-clad, highly insulated, timber
structure and gently curving sedum roof. Here is a building merging into the
landscape,in contrast to Berkshire Court, mixing it with the buzz of the city.
Barrie Evans

8 | the architects' journal

The landscaped courtyard for pétanque, and glass-fronted decks
with timbered lay-bys’'for dawdling and discourse
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PROJECT
Ballamona Hospital,
Isle of Man, UK

SLATE
Penrhyn Heather Blue

YOU CAN

BALLAMONA HOSPITAL : DEVELOPMENT

SLATE

ALFRED MCALPINE

enquiry 4 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

More than 30,000 square metres of Penrhyn Heather
Blue natural slate roofing was required for the
Ballamona Hospital

Penrhyn roofing slate was specified by the Manx
Government because of its aesthetic qualities

and proven performance, over many years, whatever
the weather

Penrhyn Quarry Telephone: +44 (0) 1248 600 656

Bethesda Facsimile: +44 (0) 1248 601 171
Bangor e-mail: slate@alfred-mcalpine.com
Gwynedd Website: www.amslate.com

LL57 4YG
United Kingdom



Keith Williams adds to Athlone’s civic stock

Keith Williams Architects’
town hallin Athlone creates
alink to a new public square

Keith Williams Architects has begun construction of its Civic Centre, Althone’s main historic structures, the Castle, Cathedral and Shannon Bridge.
Athlone, in Ireland’s County Westmeath.The scheme, the latest in a series Each of these heritage buildings, though constructed at different timesin
of high-profile civic projects, responds to a wider drive by the Irish different architectural styles, shares a solid formality that distinguishes them
government to modernise local democracy. from the rest of the town's architecture. Keith Williams Architects'design for
The 4,200m’ landmark development is the practice’s first project in the new Town Hall takes it cue from that tradition.
Ireland and the initial phase of Athlone council’s urban renewal The scheme is part of a wider masterplan for Athlone thatincludes
programme for the town centre. residential and commercial development and the creation of a new
The building will house the town'’s new library, the council’s civic public square between the new Town Hall and St Mary’s Church on
chamber, administrative offices and a‘one-stop shop’where the public Dublin Gate Street, Althlone’s key historic thoroughfare.
can inquire about council services. Construction is scheduled to take 15 months.
It will be constructed with a pale reconstituted stone that will echo Zoé Blackler

KEY
1 new town hall and library 4 residential square
2 St Mary's church tower and church yard 5 hotel
3 new public square 6 master plan development
The scheme includes a top-lit public entrance (left) and ceremonial stair
site plan tothe debating chamber (right)
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SUNLEY

CAPITAL for growth

Finance for Property and Housebuilding

100% Residential, Commercial and
Mixed Use Development
Equity/Finance
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e Rapid response
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Project management

Construction

Sales & marketing

Land, joint ventures, portfolios,
developments and refurbishments

London, South East and South West

Contact:
Rory Gleeson/James Sunley

Sunley Holdings plc
20 Berkeley Square, London, W1J 6LH
T: 020 7499 8842 F: 020 7499 8832
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sunleycapital.co.uk
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GARTEC PLATFORM LIFTS
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for disabled access

. Self contained
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openings on
3 sides

. No separate
t shaft required
i . No pit

. NO motor

room

Virtually no
building work

Footprint 1375
X 1600 mm

. CE Marked
GARTEC The Malthouse, Malthouse Square,
Church Street, Princes Risborough,
GARTEC LIMITED Bucks HP27 9AB

Tel: 01844 345100 Fax: 01844 345104
E-mail: sales@gartec.com
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ARBTACKLES EDUCATION
The ARB hosted a symposium at
the Royal Society of Arts last
Tuesday.Educating for Practice?
attempted to assess whether
schools are succeeding in
educating students for modern
practice.lt concluded that further
research is needed into the
destination of students after
graduation and that schools need
to foster a spirit of life-long
learning. ©

NT CHOOSES ARCHITECT

The National Trust has appointed
Fielden Clegg Bradley Architects
todesign its new headquarters
building in Swindon.The building
will have 6,500-7,000m’ of office
space and house 450 staff, ©

FERRETS EYE URBAN SITES

A new architect-led regeneration
service is being launched this
week.Urban Ferrets will target
‘Cinderella’buildings and sites
ignored because they are difficult
to develop.The network of design
and construction specialists, set
up by Harrow architect Nick
Waterhouse, aims to persuade
developers to look again at empty
and underused buildings. @

Lord Rogers dismayed by new
Prescott density targets...

The government’s own urban regeneration guru
Lord Rogers has attacked John Prescott’s pledge to
call in housing schemes that fall below his target of
30 homes per hectare.

The leader of the Urban Task Force told the A]
that the government’s commitment to increase
housing density goes ‘nowhere near far enough’.
The deputy prime minister made the policy com-
mitment on density during his opening speech at
last week’s Urban Summit.

But Rogers said the Office of the Deputy Prime
Minister (ODPM) is being too conservative. ‘We
would have liked to have seen the figure at more
like 40 homes per hectare, Rogers said. ‘It could
even be doubled to 60.

‘Only Bangladesh and Holland have a more

dense population [than the UK]. Yet we continue
to build at a ridiculously low density.

He added: “We consume what little countryside
we have and destroy any chance of a vital, com-
pact, urban society that is eco-sustainable, based
on the principles of easy human contact, the
encouragement of walking, cycling and the use of
public transport.

‘A fear of cramming still exists, but cramming
has nothing to do with density and everything to
do with good design,’ Rogers said.

‘However, it is better than the 23 or 24 [homes
per hectare| that we have at the moment,and I can
see why the government is being slow about this,
he conceded. ‘“They believe that is has to be a step-
by-step approach.

Prescott — in his speech — also admitted that the
new minimum is not particularly adventurous. ‘For
far too long we've allowed low density housing on

Skidmore Owings and Merrill has produced revised
designs for two landmark sites on the Isle of Dogs.The
two residential-led towers at Arrowhead Quayand 1
Millharbour (pictured), replace two schemes which had
already won approval from Tower Hamlets. Developer

Ballymore Properties said the late change was a

response to economic decline and the dip in demand
for office accommodation.The 1 Millharbour scheme
includes two 46- and 24-storey towers containing 786
residential units with retail space, a restaurant and
health club. At Arrowhead Quay, a mixed-use scheme
comprises a 35-storey residential block on Marsh Wall
along with an additional 14-storey office building.

The First Sketch.

When we asked our designer to explain the idea behind the
all-new Saab 9-3 Sport Saloon, he drew the driver. ‘This, he
said, ‘is the most important part of the design. Then he added
the grin saying: ‘And pure driver enjoyment is what this car is
all about.’ To experience this for yourself, book a 24 hour test
drive on 0845 300 93 95 or www.firstsketch.co.uk

OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION IN MPG (UTRES/100KM): URBAN 23.9 (11.8), EXTRA UrBAN 42.8M7G (6.6), ComMaineD
33.2 (8.5). CO2 eMISSIONS 204G/KM. ALL FIGURES FOR SAAB 9-3 SPORT SALOON AERO (2108HP) WITH MANUAL GEARBOX.



our precious land, he told the assembled delegates.

‘In the South East, it has been around 20 homes
to the hectare. Compare that with many parts of
London, like Islington, where it is around 50, the
new Greenwich Millennium Village is over 80, or
Edinburgh where it is over 250, he said. ‘And we
are arguing about 20 or 30/

Royal Town Planning Institute senior vice pres-
ident Vincent Goodstadt agreed that Prescott’s
announcement could have had more impact. ‘We
have to take the issue of housing density very seri-
ously, he said. But he added that his organisation
supports the notion of a restrained target.

‘We support the government for setting out
targets that are demonstrably deliverable, said
Goodstadt. ‘Tt wants to move the agenda on
and prove that it is serious, while not scaring
people off’

The Urban Summit was launched two years
ago with the publication of the Urban White
Paper, as a way for regeneration experts to influ-
ence government policy.

Prescott said in his opening address that the 16
ministers convened in Birmingham were there to
learn. ‘I want to hear from you, he told the 1,600-
strong audience. ‘T want to listen to your views so
that you can influence our major statement on
sustainable development, which will be presented
to parliament in January.
® The RIBAs planning policy group used the
Urban Summit to launch its guide for planners,
‘Achieving Quality in Design in Local Plans’ The
document is a response to the government’s Plan-

ning Green Paper which recommends a series of

changes to the new Local Framework Plans. It is
aimed at those involved in drafting, administrat-
ing and executing Local Plan Policy.

Its main recommendations are a strategic
approach to design, detailed design considerations
to be issued under special planning guidance, and
the encouragement of policies ‘which allow brave
architecture in smaller low impact schemes to help
develop a unique local aesthetic and encourage
younger architects. See page 17.

Ed Dorrell

...while Parliament embarks
on probe into regeneration

The Parliamentary Committee for the Office of
the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) has launched
an investigation into the success rate of the gov-
ernment’s regeneration policy.

It aims to discover whether current urban
renewal policy is cost-effective and whether deci-
sion-makers in the ODPM learn from past
mistakes. It will be the first time a parliamentary
committee has investigated the success of the gov-
ernment’s urban renaissance agenda.

‘The chairman and the committee have been
waiting to do this for quite some time,’ the com-
mittee’s clerk Sarah Hartwell said. ‘It will look at
specific case studies and particular cases. It will
search for successes and failures and will attempt
to highlight best practice exemplars, she said.

The committee heard the first submission last
Tuesday and will continue its investigations over
the forthcoming weeks.

LIGHTHOUSE OPENS DOORS

Lighthouse,Poole’s £8.5 million
centre for the arts designed by
Short and Associates, has opened
to the public.Itis the largest UK
arts centre outside London and
facilities include an art gallery,
cinema and 150-seater theatre.

FARRELL LANDS AWARD

The first European Hotel Design
Awards took place last Tuesday.
Among the winners were Terry
Farrell & Partners'Sheraton Grand
in Edinburgh in the Best New
Hotel (interior design) category
and University of Westminster
student Alex Jones,who won the
Rearden Smith Student Award for
Hotel Architecture.
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BALTICSET FOR NEIGHBOUR

Ryder is seeking planning
permission for this £20 million
mixed-use project at Gateshead
Quays. South Shore One, for
developer Yuill Group, includes
office space on the first two floors,
76 apartments over six and a half
floors, with 76 apartments and
five penthouse apartments.The
scheme also includes plans to
create new public space along the
quayside.

RSAW ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The Royal Society of Architects in
Wales is holding its annual
conference tomorrow.
Commissioning Quality takes
place on Friday at St David’s Hotel
and Spa in Cardiff. A talk by
Icelandic practice Studio Granda
isincluded,as is a speech on small
practices as design champions by
RIBA president Paul Hyett. Contact
Eleanor Russ on 02920 874754.

GREEN LIGHT FORREGENT ST
Sheppard Robson has won the
go-ahead from Westminster City
Council for its £200 million mixed-
use development at 229-247
Regent Street.The scheme includes
5,800m’ of retail space, 11,500m? of
office space and 1,100m’ of
residential space constructed
behind the existing facade. (+)

CITY OF CULTURE SHORTLIST
The shortlist for the 2008 European
Capital of Culture is:Birmingham,
Bristol, Newcastle/ Gateshead,
Cardiff, Liverpool and Oxford.The
six were whittled down from a
12-strong group of cities vying to
represent the UK,which is nextin
line to hold the title. ©

BIAT’S ANNUAL SUMMIT

The British Institute of
Architectural Technologists will
hold its annual summit at the
British Museum on 29 January.
Technical Innovation in Design
and Construction will be hosted
by RIBA member the Duke of
Gloucester and will feature
speakers from Buro Happold and
the Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology. Tel 020 7278 2206.
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BDP grows with acquisition
of Whicheloe Macfarlane

The UK’s largest architecture practice, Building
Design Partnership (BDP), is set to grow even
larger following a merger agreement with Which-
eloe Macfarlane MDP.

BDP, ranked number one in the AJ’s top 100 list
of practices, will add Whicheloe Macfarlane’s 80
staff to its 807-strong practice. Two directors from
Whicheloe Macfarlane will join the board of BDP.

Chairman of BDP South Peter Drummond
said the firm wanted to develop its work in the
health care sector, and would benefit from Which-
eloe Macfarlane’s experience in hospital design.

‘We see an enormous amount of hospital
building about to take place and we want to push
up the quality. We believe together the two of us
can do something better, he said.

Drummond said that taking on Whicheloe
Macfarlane’s offices in Bristol and Southampton
will help BDP to strengthen its network, adding
that the two practices shared a common philoso-
phy. “There is a similar culture. We both believe in
multidisciplinary integrated working.

The merger by acquisition is BDP’s first for 30
years. The practice has expanded by organic
growth over the past 10 years as it has developed a
variety of specialisms.

However, Drummond ruled out any suggestion
that the firm might float on the stock exchange.
‘It’s not in our culture. And I’'m not sure it’s been a
blessing for those who have.

Zoé Blackler

CABE set for new role as
champion for urban space

CABE is set to take on a new role as the nation’s
champion for urban space as the commission con-
tinues to expand its activities,

Deputy prime minister John Prescott has given
CABE responsibility for raising the quality of the
nation’s urban spaces, in particular, its green areas.

The move builds on government recognition

that improvement to the state of urban parks,
squares and streets is vital to delivering an urban
renaissance and restoring local pride in town cen-
tres and neighbourhoods. And it follows
recommendations by the Urban Green Spaces
Taskforce, which argued for a new body to pro-
mote the best use of green space.

A new unit, CABE SPACE, will promote and
develop skills training, disseminate good practice
and provide help and advice to local authorities on
delivering improvements to the public realm.
Early priorities will be to encourage local authori-
ties to put in place a strategy for improvements to
urban space and to run a national campaign to
raise public awareness.

Chief executive Jon Rouse said CABE believed
the spaces between buildings were as important as
the buildings themselves.

CABE will be looking for a high-profile direc-
tor to head up the new unit.

Archigram World Rally to
celebrate Gold Medal award

The surviving members of Archigram are holding
a World Rally to coincide with their acceptance of
the Royal Gold Medal.

The group has recruited an impressive list of
friends to take part in a series of events between 18
and 28 November. Bernard Tschumi, Zaha Hadid,
Will Alsop, Jan Kaplicky and Mike Davies are
among those helping to revive the group’s 1960s
rally tradition. There will be film screenings, dis-
cussions and talks across London with an
introduction to the rally by Peter Cook entitled
‘The Archigram Effect: In and out of History’ and
a lecture by all the members at the RIBA.

Peter Cook, Dennis Crompton, David Greene
and Mike Webb will receive the Royal Gold Medal
at a ceremony at Portland Place on Wednesday 20
November.

For details of the World Rally, e-mail Laura
Allen at Lallen@ucl.ac.uk. For tickets to the official
presentation and RIBA lecture contact the RIBA
Gallery ticket line on 020 7307 3699.

Sutherland Hussey
Architects, which scooped
this year’s AJ First Building
Award with Barnhouse, has
won a competition to design
this £380,000 Education
Centre at Grizedale
Sculpture Park in Cumbria.
The scheme uses an existing
stone out-house building for

the support services,and

creates a new structure for
the classroom on high
ground to the rear. The
centreisintendedasan
exemplar of sustainable
building methods and uses
locally sourced materials.
The practice beat Stephen
Hodder Associates and local
practice Mason Gillibrand to
the job, which is due for

completioninJune 2003.
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YORKSHIRE GOES GREEN
Regional development agency
Yorkshire Forward is setto host a
major conference on 21
November.Sustainable
Development -The Way Ahead
for Yorkshire and Humber will
follow up the conclusions of the
Johannesburg Earth Summit and
will look at how its findings can be
implemented on a local level. For
further information on the
conference, contact events@
yorkshire-forward.com or
telephone Jennifer Bone on
01133949711.

NEW DOME FOR HULL
London-and Warwick-based
architect SMC Corstorphine &
Wright has designed The Pod, the
first of a planned national chain of
outdoor retail parks.The scheme -
commissioned by The Junction,a
joint venture between Capital and
Regional and Morley Fund
Management - will be located in
Kingston-upon-Hull and includes
an 11m-high climbing wall,
interactive games machines

and customer services.The
1,023m’ structure will take the
form of a three-storey dome of
glass and metal. (4]

‘Social housing will adopt
prefab within 10 years'

The chief executive of housing association giant
the Peabody Trust believes most social housing
developments will have prefab factories onsite
within 10 years. Richard McCarthy told an Urban
Summit-themed session that the future of mass
social house building lies with prefabrication.

“There is some very good work going on in
Scandinavian prefab, he said. ‘It is highly likely
that there will soon be much more in the con-
struction of housing in the UK.

Modular building manufacturer Yorkon, which
gave evidence last Wednesday to the House of
Commons Select Committee investigation into
affordable housing, reinforced this message. The
firm’s managing director Keith Blanshard said the
government’s ambitious affordable housing tar-
gets will only be hit if architects and the
construction industry adopt prefabrication.
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However, Professor Anne Power of the London
School of Economics said there was little chance of
the widespread use of prefabication, stressing it
would be destructive for the future of good design
in social housing.

Ed Dorrell

Rogers backs Gavron in
London mayoral election

London’s deputy mayor Nicky Gavron has won
the backing of Lord Rogers in her bid to become
Labour’s candidate at the next mayoral election.

Labour Party member Rogers insists his full
support for a second term still lies with Ken Liv-
ingstone — whom he advises on regeneration — but
that Gavron would win his backing out of the pos-
sible Labour candidates.

Gavron is fighting to see off competition from
former sports minister Tony Banks and outsider
Bob Shannon, the trade unionist.
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Design set to take pride of place

Following the launch last week of the RIBA's design guide for
planners, president Paul Hyett looks to the future

Planning’s best-kept secret is that most planners
were not trained to ‘plan’ I should know - 1
trained at the Bartlett.

When I started in 1991, most of my class had
first degrees in geography; only three of us had any
design experience. That, then, was the brigade
who would graduate from one of the UK’s elite
schools as planners.

To say that those destined for development con-
trol would understand nothing of the process or
product of place making is no understatement.
Hardly surprising however — their tutors didn’t
have a clue either. Few staff members had any sen-
sibility for urban design, or town planning, in the
traditional sense of the term,

Only once in my three-year course were we ever
shown slides of buildings. There was no discussion
or critical review of townscape for architecture —
unless you were on good old Alan Simpson’s
course, or with the Space Syntax crew. Most staff
had no interest or comprehension, and certainly
no love of place making. You could have asked the
entire staff at the Bartlett Planning Department -
except Simpson — to plan a new town for, say,
35,000 people. Planning output in real terms?
Zero. They would have generated policy state-
ments a mile long but no one would have dared
draw a line on paper. Little has changed...

Contrast that with the output of any bunch of
architecture students and you get the point. Yet
planning students go on to lead in local plan mak-
ing and development control.

Now, at last, things are beginning to change.
Design and public place making are back on the
agenda. The likes of Ricky Burdett and Richard
Rogers have inspired hope, while Farrell, Mather,
John Thorpe and others have shown how to make
public places once more. At last planning is being
returned to those like Manchester’s chief executive
Howard Bernstein, who like to, and can, plan at
the civic scale - whatever their backgrounds.

That is why Achieving Quality in Local Plans—a
new publication launched by Wendy Shillam’s
Planning Policy Group during last week’s Urban
Summit — is so important. It endorses all these
efforts and sets a new direction for local plans.
This direction is evident in the leadership of
‘proper’ planners like Emrys Jones of Birming-
ham, and in Manchester, Cardiff, Leeds, Bristol, on
Tyneside and in a host of other cities now being
successfully ‘worked over’. It looks like we are at
the end of a dark era — planning is emerging as a
‘design’ activity. As such it will be increasingly
demanding of planners who understand the
process and product of design. Hope at last.
Hooray!

CABE BACKS ACADEMY

Aedas AHR’s £16.5 million Evelyn
Community Academy has won
the support of CABE.The project,
adjacent to Stockley Park in the
Yiewsley and West Drayton area of
London, is part of the
government’s City Academy
programme and will specialise in
science and technology.The
building is organised around a
central, flexible space, which is
flanked by teaching areas.The
project,which is awaiting
planning approval from
Hillingdon council, should begin
on site in March 2003 for
completion in August 2004.

ARUPWINS OLYMPICDEAL
Turin’s 2006 Winter Olympics
Committee has appointed Arup to
carry out the engineering for the
city's £26 million Olympic Ice
Hockey Stadium.The design
element will be by Tokyo-based
practice Arato Isozaki Associates
together with local firm ArchA.

Schools and Public Buildings

Commercial

enquiry 11 on card

www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect




-" “ 'A
“aer d

vital statistics

® Therecentstormsthat
sweptacross the UK, the
Netherlands and western
Germany caused damage of
€1 billion (£620 million),
according to Risk
Management Solutions.
However, insured damage is
unlikely to exceed €300
million, it said.

® Residents of asmall
market town in
Northumberland have the
highest standard of living in
the country,accordingtoa
new survey by Country Life
magazine.Alnwick was found
to bethe best place tolivein
interms of house prices,
crime rate and amenities.
Midhurstin West Sussex
came second, with Fowey in
Cornwall and Tetbury in
Gloucestershire joint third.
® Nearly half the world’s
310,000t0 422,000 plant
species could be threatened
with extinction. Scientists
had put the number at

13 per cent but have now
said that between 22 and 47
per cent of the planet’s flora
isunder threat.
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CRY ‘HAVOC !’ AND LET
SLIP THE DEVELOPERS —

Clare Melhuish reviews...
a Swedish critic’s failed
attempt to ‘take a position’

Most monographs on individual architectural
practices are paid for, wholly or at least in part, by
the practices concerned, rendering the position of
the author, or ‘critic} in such situations far from
autonomous. The role necessitates wholehearted
support of the practice’s work, or a willingness to
compromise; so what of the role of a critic who is
actually employed to work within a practice?

Katje Grillner is a Swedish historian and critic
of architecture who was employed by a large prac-
tice in Sweden, named White, to ‘raise critical
issues from within’. She was invited by the Bartlett
School of Architecture to discuss ‘ways of per-
forming critical practices in architecture today’
but, lacking real detail about the nature of either
her work there or its impact on the practice’s out-
put, her talk promised more than it delivered.

White Architects was established in 1951, and
now has nine offices. According to Grillner, it has
historically enjoyed ‘close contact with the politi-
cal establishment) by virtue of its involvement
with public building projects such as housing and
schools.

But such contact became ‘more dubious’ in the
late 1980s, when public authorities began to act
more like private bodies. Until then, Grillner sug-
gests, it was easy to be ‘good’ in the sense of
sustaining a sound ethical position in the profes-
sional sphere, but after that the scope for realising

2l
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ethical ideals within the framework of a market-
orientated business became increasingly difficult.
White has just dropped the term ‘Architects’
from its name on the recommendation of market-
ing consultants, showing an awareness of the need
for effective branding in a competitive world. Yet
Grillner’s appointment reflects an apparent desire
to realise other, more idealistic, aspirations as well.
However, she did not explain what the terms of
her employment were, nor even what she did -
other than organise ‘seminars and workshops’ of
an unspecified nature within the practice. Instead,
she focused on the production, which she oversaw,
of a publication to celebrate the practice’s 50th
birthday. In contrast to the conventional mono-
graph, this took the form of a ‘manifesto’
comprising 11 ‘commandments), starting with the
provocative statement: ‘Do not accept reality as it
is! This is followed by similar slogans, such as
“Take a stand, take a position) ‘Dare to be a pop-
ulist, ‘Compromise, but just enough’ and ‘Be
curious’ — ending with the command, ‘Attack!’
Grillner suggested this was a radical produc-
tion for a practice of this size and commercial
status, but in the absence of any substantive detail
about the content sandwiched between the slo-
gans, or their application to the practice’s work,
this seemed an empty claim. Grillner says it is
‘about taking away the strong “we”} the collective
statement but, designed by a branch of one of the
largest PR firms in Sweden, the book could easily
be viewed as just another publicity stunt.
Katje Grillner’s lecture, Under White Cover — Per-
forming Critical Practices in Architecture Today,
was part of the Bartlett’s Thinking Space series.
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Empowering
‘democratic’ design
in Wales and beyond

WHAT'S NEWONTHEWEB?
The AJ's award-

a] + winning website

is bristling with
new features.
Visitajplus.co.uk
now and you can:

Use the archive.Check out past
articles from the AJ or from
sister titles Construction News
and New Civil Engineer by
punching the archive button
on the left of the homepage.

Then simply hit ‘print!

editorial

The Royal Society of Architects in Wales begins its
conference in Cardiff tomorrow on the subject of
commissioning quality, something the Principality has
had no small degree of trouble with in the past.

Now, though, things appear to be on the mend.The
conference itselfis in one of the better-designed hotels
the UK has produced, St David's,and the programme of
events promises to address housing, health,and those
Design Quality Indicators, predicated as they are on
getting the whole construction team talking the same
language.Furthermore, one of the conference’s key
speakers, Richard Parnaby, is the head of the nascent
Design Commission for Wales, currently seeking to
bolster itself with a‘dynamic’ chief executive after final
interviews took place this week.Parnaby, profiled on
page 22 this week, is on a mission to steer Wales away
from a track record in bungling big building projects,
such as the Cardiff Bay Opera House, towards better
examples of construction programmes such as its
‘replacement;, the Wales Millennium Centre, or Foster
and Partners' Great Glasshouse at the National Botanic
Garden of Wales. If the design commission performs half
as admirably as CABE has done so far in getting the
message across - now given its wider‘urban green
spaces'remit by John Prescott at the Urban Summit - it
will have done well.

Projects like the vital Welsh Assembly could well do
with a national design body’s steadying arm in order
that the process of shortlisting is not so obfuscated or
the building programme so hit by delay after delay. It
could even campaign with vigour for the reinstatement
of Richard Rogers on the project he designed.

That scheme is about civic pride,and will stand
through its building form as a metaphor for democracy.
In England the ippr,in association with the AJ,is also
attempting to send a charge through civic, democratic’
buildings, with the competition to design three town
halls of the future. If they can be as open,airy and as
light-filled as Southampton’s Magistrates Courts (see
page 26),then the actions within can be affected with
the same sense of clarity. And civic pride can return.

David Taylor
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letters

Keep the passion in the
Stirling judging process
Hugh Pearman’s jolly decent fret
about the Stirling Prize’s secret
ballot system (AJ 24.10.02) is
admirable in its desire to re-kin-
dle the blue remembered hills of
caring, sharing collectivism. He
says that open discussion, even in
the presence of a blustering bully
of a judge, is preferable to the anal
retentions of the folded missive.

Two points. In most cases, the
results of secret ballots would
match those of the consensual
method; and even under the
cloak of secrecy, wimpish judges
will still defer to ‘big boomers.
But in the case of judges who
really prefer not to bend, and
who wish to trip-tackle a deci-
sion they simply cannot swallow,
the covert process can be highly
satisfying to the principled — or
to the genetically vicious.

A compromise winner would
not, of course, always be the
result. And, with luck, there
would be useful collateral dam-
age: the Stirling Prize would
provoke an entertaining row.

There is too little obvious
passion in architecture, and very
little in the discussion of it.

Jay Merrick, via e-mail

Bristol fashion?
Mediocre, more like
Robin Wilson’s article on Sophie
Warren and Jonathan Mosley’s
new house (below) in a Bristol
suburb was both educational
and informative (AJ] 31.10.02).
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‘Flogging a dead design’ may
have been a more suitable head-
line for this article which
describes as ‘a true and func-
tional pocket of contemporary
domestic design’ this pedestrian
Modernist shell contradicted by
its non-functional interior. No
amount of speculation can
paper over the mediocrity of this
sad contraption.

The house, defined by fune-
real black timber boarding, dark
recesses echoing a nearby tun-
nel, is the opposite of a home
and no gimmick (angled mirror
reflecting sordid street, angled
wall) can jolly up the place.

I do agree with the non-elit-
ism promoted by the AJ but the
presentation of such buildings
may find a better outlet in TV
programmes like House Doctors,
with the advantage that instant
design improvements could be
performed.

‘... such things were the norm
in Britain’ marvels Robin Wilson
about Number 2 Alfred Place,
Bristol. I sincerely hope not.
VToch, viae-mail

Show a rebuilt South
Bank at next Biennale
Having just returned from the
Venice Biennale I was enter-
tained by Will Alsop’s usual
candid take on proceedings (A]
17.10.02).

It is gratifying to know that
the Arsenale exhibition was 1km
long, and with no cappuccino
bar at the end (only a pretty
severe Peter Zumthor number
up and coming for Cologne) the
exhibition was exciting, but
exhausting.

1 was therefore more appre-
ciative of the tasteful background
order brought to the exhibition
by the Brits — John Pawson and
Deyan Sudjic. It made the whole
thing a little more digestible and
didn't stop Alsop Architects
doing its wonderful thing with
the periscopes on the Barnsley
project.
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Checkoutthe latest news stories, including Mediawatch - Astragal’s wry look at the
architecture stories covered by the weekend newspapers. Mediawatch goes up every Monday.
Orlook up stories on project news - this week’s offering includes Penoyre and Prasad Architects,
whichislaunching its masterplan for the redevelopment of a 12 acre site at Poplar Riverside, just
north of Canary Wharf. The first phase of the scheme comprises the restoration of the Old Poplar
Library to provide 600m’ of office space.The rest of the scheme includes 337 flats, 74 live/work
units,a 60-bed hotel and two bridges over the River Lea to link Tower Hamlets with Newham.

The Architects’ Journal welcomes your letters, which should preferably be typed double-spaced. Please address them to the editor at 151 Rosebery Avenue,
London EC1R 4GB, fax them on 020 7505 6701, or e-mail them to angela.newton@construct. emap.com to arrive by 10am on the Monday before publication
Letters intended for publication should include a daytime telephone number. The editor reserves the right to shorten letters
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I agree with him that the
British Pavilion was fantastic, as
(it would seem) is Foreign Office
Architects’ project for Yoko-
hama (pictured above), which 1

would  welcome travelling
halfway round the world to visit.
Indeed, it is a great advert for the
British architectural scene that
architects of their calibre choose
to work from this country.

While there have been some
much better things happening
in British architecture — Tate
Modern, Imperial War Museum
of the North, Straw Bale House,
Peckham Library, etc — these
have all been instigated by indi-
viduals who bring a global
perspective to the institutions
they choose to work for.

Walking around the Gardini
with its national pavilions is a
great place to reflect on our own
architectural standing in an
international context. However,
wandering around the British
Pavilion and getting a sense of
the boardwalk in Yokohama, 1
immediately got a rumbling of
discontent. I suppose it was all
the references to water which
transported me back to thinking
of the Thames and the South
Bank in London.

This continuing saga of tak-
ing architects for a ride through
competition after competition,
committees, over-zealous plan-
ners and politicians doesn’t
serve us well. Wouldn't it be
great if the British Pavilion at the
Biennale in four years’ time
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could be filled with a vision for
the South Bank that has been
built? To surpass the quality of
the present incumbents would
be a revelation, but one that we
all deserve.

Ken Taylor, Peckham

London SE15

Defending Kaplicky: his
ideas are all around you
I cannot see that the review by
Richard Weston of Kaplicky’s
book Confessions serves any use-
ful purpose. It does not amount
to criticism,

Laying into production val-
ues is always the lowest form of
analysis. Incorrect proper names
I grant you - I am also mangled
in there somewhere, but other-
wise in this case the lack of
editing adds to the immediacy of
the document. My facsimile
copy of Vers une Architecture
shows the joins and is all the bet-
ter for it.

Despite the saintly title I find
the book very unpretentious. It
looks more like a very un-Eng-
lish flaying and baring of the
soul; a strong antidote to sani-
tised vanity publishing and
academic monographs that dis-
tance their subjects from the
immediacy and difficulty of
design.

Your reviewer’s preoccupa-
tion with sex might be salved if
he were to read more widely
among the East European
authors. There are other con-
sciousnesses out there.

The unjustified value judge-
ments made in the review just
won’t do. Look around London,
Mr Weston, and you will see this
man’s ideas now being appropri-
ated by some of our best
designers. To me that is the best
vindication of his contribution
to architecture.

Matthew Wells, Techniker

Farrell was first in High
Tech, before Archigram
As the director here responsible

WWW. AJPLUS

for the Hatton Gallery exhibi-
tion ‘Sir Terry Farrell — Designs
for Life), 1 appreciated Brian
Edwards’ very supportive review
in the A] (10.10.02). One impor-
tant detail, however, is that
Farrell's Blackpool Climatron
project, with its zippered neo-
prene gaskets and tensegrity
structure, predated Archigram
(and indeed all of Britain’s
High-Tech practitioners) by sev-
eral years — rather the reverse of
being ‘inspired’ by them as
reported.

Julian Tollast, Terry Farrell &
Partners

Deregulation is not the
answer over VIBIAT

I have just been told that I have
successfully passed the RIBA
Part 3 examination; and that [
am now eligible for registration
as an architect with the ARB and
the RIBA bodies respectively.

While I applaud the idea of
‘inclusion’ (such that many dif-
ferent ~members of the
construction community now
share more and more skills and
could rightly seek recognition as
members of other professions),
Larry Parker’s (A] 17.10.02) and
Lee Mitchell's comments (A]
24.10.02) failed to touch on two
points.

First, why hadn’t they sought
to be architects in the first
instance — rather than now seek
deregulation across a profession
in order to achieve their aims?

I was once an army para-
medic, but did not seek to
deregulate the medical profes-
sion in order to become a A+E
registrar — even though some of
our skills appeared to be the
same! As you will agree, the
notion is absurd.

Second, the RIBA has not
promoted an ‘elitist or discrimi-
nating profession’ to students
from low income backgrounds
(well, not to full-time soldiers
getting paid a measly £11,000 a
year, that is).

Low income is an important
consideration and cannot be
treated lightly by the RIBA, but
itis a poor excuse for Mitchell to
make, given that a great number
of architects do indeed come
from low income families, or in
my case, previous careers which
demanded a great deal of their
attention while they studied.

Any proposal to deregulate
the profession should be made
for reasons far more profound
than those stated by Messrs

Parker and Mitchell.
A constructive  solution
would be to propose that

MBIAT members be allowed to
undertake the RIBA Part 3
examinations (or similar) and
not seek to deregulate the pro-
fession (as suggested in the
aforementioned  letters) by
undervaluing the efforts of
those people with the foresight
and tenacity to follow the con-
ventional route into the
architectural profession,

Nick Lockhart, Guildford

The final word on those
blessed building regs
There should be a law passed to
prevent letters being published
in  architectural  magazines
about staircases not being in
accordance with Building Regu-
lations (AJ 31,10.01).

Last week’s one was the latest
in a long series in various archi-
tectural magazines on a variety
of projects. Yes, the authors of
these letters are invariably cor-
rect, but they are also invariably
utterly pompous, pedantic and
boring.

Paul Zara, via e-mail

What the butler wore -
new museum required?
Given that we now have another
authorised Burrell Collection,
perhaps the Queen can be per-
suaded to endow a new museum
in which to house it?

Tim Battle, Timothy Battle &
Associates, Putney, London SW15
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Conservative attitudes that
halt the acceptance of change

Train tracks are indiscriminate in the places
that they link. The connections are often
surprising. Although a short distance, the
track between Liverpool and Euston has some
unlikely bedfellows and some extraordinary
likeliness. The overpriced day return ticket
permits views of places old and new, famous
and inconsequential, ugly and beautiful.

Liverpool will celebrate its 800th birthday
in 2008;itis, by many standards an ancient
city, but it was not until the advent of the
industrial revolution and steam-powered
boats that the full impact was felt at a national
and international level.

Thiscity sucked in goods from the North
and spat them out to foreign parts. The
destruction of war,and worse, the lack of
vision and consequently investment into the
docks, brought a downward spiral of fortune.
Liverpoolfolkindulged in the past and
developed an inner nostalgia which allowed
the world to bypass it. Itis only now that life
seems to be improving as we understand what
an extraordinary resource they possess.

London also allowed its docks to disappear.
These two great ports, which represented the
mouths to receive the rich pickings of the
empire,became gagged by lack of courage and
arefusal to take risk. London’s geographical
position and status ensured that no downward
spiral occurred. It continues to receive and
accepta cosmopolitan population. Even so, the
docklands lay in degradation for decades,
while the Port Authority continued to pretend
it still had a shipping industry to operate.

Both London and Liverpool have new towns
relatively close to them. Liverpool in part
spawned Runcorn,which in its day sported
housing by James Gowan and Jim Stirling. At
this time, the idea was quite new, in spite of
Welwyn Garden and Harlow,and towns were
marketed as wholesome places to reside in.

These towns were supported by motorways as
well as rail links to encourage the commuter,
This lifestyle was a poor man’s version of the
stockbroker belt; enjoying a better quality air
at home without the rough edges of the city.
Both Runcorn and Milton Keynes, London’s
version, have promoted this lifestyle most
successfully, resulting in the ‘market-led’
attitude of housebuilders who insist that this
is how people want to live. They continue to
squander vast tracts of the British countryside.

There s a lifestyle that is completely new
which has emerged from this style, and thatis
one of living in the middle of Britain and
being prepared to travel anywhere;
subsequently putting pressure on our roads.
The home becomes the centre of the universe
and the wage earner sits in an ever-thickening
traffic soup. The children’s school is a major
factorin deciding to live this way. Call centres
thrive on the labours of those left in the home.
No longer do people relocate, they simply
travel further and return home exhausted and
beat up the family, resulting in divorce.

The two stations in the centre of my journey
are Crewe and Rugby. Both these towns
enjoyed rapid expansion as important railway
junctions. In both cases, their decline was
initiated by Dr Beeching. As you roll though
both places, you witness alandscape littered
with rail detritus, which takes on the air of an
archaeological dig. Perhaps both these places
could re-emerge as inland ports, taking goods
by train deep into the heart of Europe. This is
unlikely, as the workforce s lostin an
unreality of a windowless retail environment.

My train journey exposes the realities of
change,and underlines the wicked
conservative attitude we possess that prevents
an acceptance of change as opportunity,as
opposed to an inevitable diminishment of life.
WA, from seat 7F, Flight No G7-745 Brussels to Trieste

‘No longer do people relocate, they simply
travel further and return home exhausted
and beat up the family, resulting in divorce’
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Richard Parnaby still misses the pleasures of
architectural practice — ‘the smell of wet
cement, the thrill of building something’ - if
not the chores of running a business and
making it pay. For 16 years (1980-96)
Parnaby was in partnership with Peter
Brown in the Abergavenny practice of
Parnaby & Brown. (Brown continues to
work solo from the small Welsh market
town.) But in 1996, Parnaby took up the
full-time post of principal lecturer in the
newly established Faculty of the Built
Environment at the University of the West
of England in Bristol.

He is proud to have been in at the
beginning of ‘a very different sort of school
— multidisciplinary by definition’. Britain’s
newest school of architecture is ‘doing well}
he says — the former school at the University
of Bristol had been wound up in the 1980s.

Parnaby combines teaching — happily, it
seems — with a very active role in the RIBA
and the Royal Society of Architects in Wales
(RSAW), of which he was president from
1997-99. (His wife, Mary Wrenn, is the reg-
ional director.) He serves on the RIBA’s board
and council and on the education committee.
Parnaby is also chairman of the Design
Commission for Wales (DCfW), the Welsh
version of CABE, a role he took up this year.

Trained in Liverpool, Parnaby spent six
years teaching and practising architecture in
the US and Canada before coming to Wales
in 1980. He has a long association with the
Welsh School of Architecture, and he and
his wife live just outside Cardiff.

As an adopted Welshman, Richard
Parnaby might be expected to err on the side
of caution when it comes to the state of
architecture in Wales. But he freely admits
that there have been disasters in recent
years, most famously the debacle of the
Cardiff Bay Opera House. However,
Parnaby is hopeful that Percy Thomas
Partnership’s Millennium Centre (the
substitute for the abandoned Hadid
project) will be a very good building.
‘Jonathan Adams has done a remarkably
bold scheme,’ he says. ‘It’s a challenging take
on the idea of Welshness.

‘We get a very bad press outside Wales —
not entirely deserved,’ says Parnaby. True,
the unfortunate matter of the Welsh
Assembly building remains unresolved,
with the RIBA and RSAW campaigning for
the reappointment of Richard Rogers
Partnership, But Richard Murphy is
designing an arts centre for Caernarfon, and
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Richard Parnaby plans to lift design quality in Wales and put the country’s
chequered architectural past behind it through the new Design Commission
for Wales and the RSAW conference, which starts tomorrow in Cardiff

by kenneth powell.

Wilkinson Eyre maritime
museum for Swansea, a city, says Parnaby,
where ‘there is a lot happening’ (and where
the farcical binning of Will Alsop’s
Literature Centre is presumably regarded as
best forgotten). The issue of ‘Welshness’ in
architecture remains elusive. ‘Dewi Prys-
Thomas [a leading light on the Welsh scene
for many years] tried to merge modernity
and the Welsh vernacular, but it didn’t really
work, Parnaby says.

Wales is a small country. To outsiders, it
seems deeply parochial, with the Welsh sadly
divided among themselves — not only town
versus country, but North versus South, and
Welsh-speakers versus the English-speaking
majority. Richard

is doing a

Parnaby was closely
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involved in the establishment of the annual
RSAW conference as a major event on the
Welsh scene — but the first few conferences
had to be held in Llandrindod Wells, exactly
halfway between Cardiff and Snowdonia.
The conference is now firmly rooted in
Cardiff, but the RSAW runs an annual
'spring school’ at Clough Williams-Ellis’
Portmeirion, within sight of Snowdon.

‘The two are complementary,
Parnaby, ‘though the spring school is very
much CPD-oriented and focused on issues
of practice. And we have no problem in
attracting excellent speakers — Portmeirion
is an attraction in itself’

The RSAW also runs ‘surgeries’ for
members around Wales, looking at key

says

—estoring Welsh pride

issues — for example, disability legislation.
And its magazine, Touchstone, of which
’arnaby was a co-founder, is an impressive
production. The total membership of the
RSAW is fewer than 800 — the fact that more
than 100 members have booked for the
conference, which starts this Friday, is
therefore quite impressive,

Accepting the chairmanship of the
DCfW was clearly not something that
Parnaby undertook lightly. The initial
funding from the Welsh Assembly is a mere
£100,000 a year, and the seven-person
commission is only now considering the
appointment of a chief executive. ‘All I can
say is that is likely to be a man — no women
applied, says Parnaby. Two design panels,
for North and South Wales, are to be
appointed - ‘but, given our limited
resources, we don’t want the design review
function to dominate our work. Major
issues like sustainability and procurement
methods need to be examined’

The DCfW is in dialogue with CADW (the
Welsh equivalent of English Heritage) about
approaches to development in historic towns
— the trend to pastiche, Parnaby believes,
needs to be curbed. Then there is the
continuing issue of Cardiff, a capital city
which often seems to set its sights low, despite
its (now shortlisted) bid for the title of
Capital of Culture 2008. The big issue locally
at the moment is the forthcoming planning
application for a major city centre retail
development with Eric Kuhne of Bluewater
fame as lead designer. Given his position at
the DCfW, Parnaby cannot comment on the
merits of the scheme, but he does insist that it
will be judged as much on its qualities of
urban design as of architecture — ‘some civic
gestures are badly needed’

The relationship with local authorities,
Parnaby believes, is ‘absolutely fundamental’
for the DCfW. ‘We've got to raise sights,
encourage a sense of vision and discourage
the bland and the purely safe’ There is a
problem, he adds, in that very few planners
have an architectural training. Which brings
our discussion back to the University of
the West of England, where students
pursue an integrated planning/architecture
course to degree level. ‘A third of our
graduates so far have gone into planning,
says Parnaby. Most, however, have gone into
private practice, not into local authorities.
Understandable, but regrettable, since
Wales, as much as anywhere, has need of
their talents.
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IF YOU'RE
HAPPY
USING

A PEN...

CHANGE?

The move to computer aided design has never
been easier than with Drawing Express from
Trial Systems. This is because we've designed
Drawing Express to take your basic drawing
skills and apply them to a computer based
system.

SIMPLE TO USE

Most users find it quicker than the drawing
board after only one week. Unlike mouse driven
CAD systems there are no complicated menu
structures to learn with Drawing Express,
instead with one press of the pen you can simply
select the command you want.

IDEAL FOR LARGE AND SMALL PROJECTS

You can enter a wide range of projects into
Drawing Express, from barn conversions, where
every line is out of square, to multi-million pound
football stadiums. Drawing Express will handle
them all faster and more accurately than using
a drawing board.

QUANTITIES MADE EASY

Material quantities can be produced quickly
and easily, but more than that, if you change the
drawing the quantities will be updated
automatically.

THE PERSONAL TOUCH

We've built in commands that allow you to
create the character and feel of a hand drawn
plan, you can even add your own hand writing
and sketching to your plan to give the appearance
of freehand embelishment.
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EFXAPRESS
Call us now...
and ask about our special

“try before you buy”
three month trial.
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As you travel around the country, law courts
are often to be found in prominent city-
centre sites, looking as welcoming as a
fortress. Despite the principle of law that
you are innocent until proven guilty, the
message to defendants appears to be that
they are already halfway to prison. Let alone
the unwelcoming messages being sent to
witnesses and to all the others for whom
courts are everyday workplaces — permanent
staff, magistrates, police, care officers and
more. So is security inevitably dominant

and stultifying? Refreshingly, not.
Southampton Magistrates Courts pro-
vides an approachable openness, a building
that can be enjoyed, even if for the minority,
the visit can be very stressful. Indeed, the
quality of the public atrium space, in partic-
ular, open to gardens on one side, is
deliberately intended as a stress-reducer.
There is no ‘trick’ here but design ingenu-
ity. Like all courts, the designers have to
follow the strict White Book set of rules
from the Lord Chancellor’s Department (it
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The pedestrian entrance
to the courts, indicating
the open space beyond.
Administrative offices
are to the left
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was the Blue Book from the Home Office
when this long, drawn-out job with a shift-
ing brief began). Not surprisingly, the book
is highly prescriptive. Some of the space
allocation diagrams are proto-design lay-
outs. Most of it can be talked about
here, except for the custody area in the base-
ment, which is run by a private security firm.

Court procedures are, of course, a key
driver of design. These vary a lot, covering
family, youth and adult courts of different
levels of security. At one end of the scale, a

family court may be conducting what canbe  shape of the site. Long and narrow, it is what
a round-table discussion. At the otherend of  remains of a larger site after the adjacent
the scale is a court with a defendant’s box  crown courts were built a few years ago. Even
enclosed with bulletproof glass. However  within this curtilage, the building must keep
serious the charge, most cases come to a back 15m from the roads on three sides, for
magistrates court, if only for an initial hear-  security reasons, leaving an even narrower
ing. (There is a growing use of video links  potential footprint.
for defendants in custody to make a virtual The building layout is made legible, even
appearance at these first occasions.) at the detailed level, by its simple overall
If court procedures with the multiple, ~organisation. You approach the reception
separated circulation routes that they entail ~ from one end on foot alongside the adminis-
were not enough constraint, there is also the ~ trative offices. Beyond these, the building
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The atrium on the public side
of the courts. This space feels
more open when looking out
on the garden from the inside
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divides into two vertically — the court side
and the public side, the latter wrapped in a
north-facing curved atrium that sweeps
down as roof and wall.

The public side is predominantly two
open-sided floors within the atrium,
alongside two levels of courts. These public
floors look out onto a new garden and the
domestic-scale street beyond. In these areas
of uncertain waiting, the architecture is
anything but oppressive — flooded with
light, a minimal sense of enclosure. (As the
section shows, a level of admin offices has
been slipped in between these two public
floors —section dd.)

Most of the time the public floors are
divided into half-lengths, with a 2.5m-high
opaque secure barrier. It is a noticeable
contrast to the lack of opaque barriers gen-
erally, but allows the courts to be divided
into four groups for different users and lev-
els of security. The family and youth courts
at upper level also have a separate entrance
to the building through the garden area on
the side of the atrium. This is below glazing
level, which stops at the first floor, with
the solid ground floor wall clad in 12mm
steel plate.

On the two public floors, the walls adja-
cent to the courts are faced with small
offices such as interview rooms which bor-
row light from the atrium. Here are the
public court entrances. Court officials and
magistrates have backstage entrances.
Defendants in custody come up from the
lowest floor via separate stairs set between
pairs of courts.

On the court side of the building, the
courts themselves are largely enclosed
boxes. This arrangement allows welcoming
broad and daylit corridors with frequent
opening windows on the south, used by
magistrates and court staff. A lot of time is
spent circulating. There are bays projecting
out from this south wall, which on the two
court levels house retiring rooms for magis-
trates to confer.

If so much daylighting (and summer
natural ventilation) of the public side atri-
um is a rarity for court buildings, equally so
is bringing a taste of the outdoors into the
courtrooms, albeit high in the walls for
security reasons, among others. The upper
level courts are lit from two sides — by a
panel of glazed blocks at the top of the atri-
um and by louvre-shaded opening windows
to the south. For lower level courts, opening
windows between the two levels of retiring
rooms admit light and ventilation, which is
ducted across the corridor into the court-
rooms. Less striking in effect than in the
upper courts, these windows nevertheless
provide palpable outside contact. The
windows have individual opening/closing
switches in each courtroom, as do internal
blinds which provide darkening for audio-
visual presentations.

While these windows open, ventilation is
predominantly by displacement (see Ser-
vices). The rooftop ‘chimneys’ have a mixed
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Services

The design of building services caters for two very different types of use.
It provides flexibility of use for the general public but also offers
extremely secure facilities for defendants in custody. The services also
need to be vandal-proof.

Primary services were routed via raised floors and, where appropriate,in
high-security ceiling construction. Displacement ventilation is introduced
into the courtrooms via raised floors and exhausted naturally at high level.
Additional cooling is provided for the magistrates'benches. For out-of-
hours usage, background heating is provided via fan convectors. Freshair
plantis located in the floor plenum, which also contains the extensive
cabling systems necessary for modern court facilities.

The holding cells need to function during a fire and security alertand
have been provided with air-handling plant. This operates continuously

and is served from the emergency generator.

To offset cold down-draughts in the atrium, trench heating and
underfloor heating have been employed. Summertime natural
ventilation is provided by linear louvres, which automatically open to
promote summer cooling.

To fitin with the exposed concrete soffit, light fittings have been cast
into the structure.This also reduces the risk of vandalism, To further assist
this, all louvres and diffusers are screw-fixed to the fittings. The remainder
of the ceiling-mounted equipment was also cast in, requiring a good
level of coordination prior to the construction of the concrete frame.

The building also has a high level of security via CCTV,intruder and
door access systems - all designed to segregate the staff, publicand
defendants,and provide monitoring of all risk areas.

Buro Happold

servicing role as air outlets and services
housings — this is not a totally stack-driven
ventilation building.

All the courts are lined to about 2.5m
high with American white oak acoustic pan-
elling, with plaster above, Striking light

fittings — providing downlight, uplight and
emergency lighting — were designed by the
architect, as was the carpet. Most of the
building has raised floors with increasing

use of IT in the courts. The more formal
lower-level courts also have a 600mm dais.
Court furnishing varies from loose to fixed
formal arrangements, all neatly detailed.
Two of the upper courts with loose furniture
can be combined into one large meeting
room. (There is also a large meeting room
with self-servery for magistrates on the
ground floor.)

This is a building of detailed arrange-

i oy wlhes R P -

ments matched to formal procedures and
the separated circulation routes that these
entail. But the building is not a victim of this
prescriptive programme. Rather, it succeeds
in providing organisational clarity and
openness. While it may not be worth com-
mitting a crime just to savour the full user
experience, it is evidently a building that
provides the judicial system with a civilised,
humane face.

One of the lower level, more formal courts with daylight ducted from south wall entering to the left. Note the architect-designed light fittings
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One of the upper level, less formal courts with glazed block panel onto the atrium to the north. Blinds are needed for audiovisual presentations
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Costs

The analysis is based on the tender sum (main
development), per m’ of gross floor area

SUBSTRUCTURE

FOUNDATIONS/SLABS £66.70/m’
Bored piles with ground beams and a RC suspended slab

SUPERSTRUCTURE

FRAME £76.97/m*
Tubular steel frame to north facade, RC columns and
attached beams generally

UPPERFLOORS £52.86/m’
Reinforced in situ concrete suspended slabs

ROOF AND ROOFLIGHTS £95.96/m*
Part glazed/terne-coated steel to north facade;main
court roofs terne-coated steel on RC suspended slab;
flat roof lower roofs of single ply membrane on RC
suspended slab

STAIRCASES £27.89/m’
Reinforced in situ RC, tiled in public areas, with epoxy
treatment in custodial areas

EXTERNALWALLS £109.59/m’
Rendered blockwork in cavity wall construction to
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south and east facade and at high level; metal plate
cladding to entrance block, glazed faced blockwork at
low level to north facade; below cladding and public
hall steel and glass facade

WINDOWS AND EXTERNAL DOORS £56.17/m’
Velfac aluminium/hardwood window system;
purpose-made, powder-coated screens and doors

INTERNAL WALLS AND PARTITIONS £114.33/m’
Concrete blockwork and purpose-made, powder-
coated steel, fully glazed screens in public areas

INTERNAL DOORS £69.03/m’
Shapland and Petter doorsets with ironmongery by
Higrade

WALL FINISHES £51.74/m*
Gypsum plaster throughout with fibre-reinforced
plaster in custody areas; tiling toWCs and in some
public spaces. Hardwood-faced acoustic panelling to
courtrooms

FLOOR FINISHES £52.21/m*
High-quality carpet tiling in courtrooms and offices,
tiling in all public spaces, epoxy floor finish to
custodial areas.Raised access floors throughout
except to custodial areas

| i

CEILING FINISHES £25.64/m’
Painted concrete and plastered soffits generally, with
robust suspended ceiling systems in custodial areas
and in publicWCs

FITTINGS AND FURNISHINGS

FURNITURE £48.73/m’
Purpose-made, hardwood-faced courtroom furniture;
kitchen fittings; fixed furniture in custodial areas to
Home Office Standards

SANITARY APPLIANCES,
SERVICES EQUIPMENT £7.74/m*

Proprietary ceramic and metal fittings throughout.
Robust fittings in custodial areas

DISPOSAL INSTALLATIONS £7.06/m*
Rainwater disposal and internal drainage
WATER INSTALLATIONS £13.41/m*

Mains water to storage tanks and fire hosereel tank.Cold
water booster pump system throughout the building.
Hot water supply from two gas-fired hot water units
with hot water recirculated throughout the building

SPACE HEATING AND AIR TREATMENT £94.22/m*
Two gas-fired boilers to air handling units.Individual
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air handling to each courtroom. Public hall underfioor

heating. Offices hot water radiators. Public hall
exhaust fans which also for smoke exhaust. BMS

ELECTRICAL SERVICES £87.93/m*
Sub-station within building; switchboards. Energy
efficient lamps.Emergency lighting by
uninterruptible power supply

LIFTINSTALLATIONS
Five electro-hydraulic lifts

£31.92/m*

PROTECTIVE INSTALLATIONS £29.56/m’
Fire protection by addressable smoke detection
system. Lightning conductors

COMMUNICATIONS INSTALLATIONS £45.11/m?
Cabling for combined IT and telephone system.

Security by door access control system, intruder alarms
and CCTV. Affray system from custody area to the

gaolers'room and incident room from various locations

BUILDERS'WORK IN CONNECTION £47.60/m’

LANDSCAPING,ANCILLARY BUILDINGS £160.81/m’
Multi-level reinforced concrete car park; hard paved
areas; water feature; boundary walling and gates.
Drainage and external services
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EXTERNAL WORKS

PRELIMINARIES £17831/m’

Cost summanry
Costperm’ Percentage
(£) of total

SUBSTRUCTURE

SUPERSTRUCTURE

Frame 76.97 496
Upper floors 52.86 34
Roof and rooflights 95.96 6.18
Staircases 2789 1.80
External walls 10959 7.06
Windows and external doors 56.17 362
Internal walls and partitions 11433 737
Internal doors 69.03 445
Group element total 602,79 38.85

INTERNAL FINISHES

Wall finishes 51.74 333
Floor finishes 5221 337
Ceiling finishes 2564 1.65
Group element total 129.58 8.35

FITTINGS AND FURNITURE 48.73 3.14

66.70 430

CREDITS

TENDER DATE

20 November 1996
STARTONSITE

27 May 1997
ORIGINAL CONTRACT
PERIOD

21 months
GROSSINTERNAL
FLOORAREA

6,270m

FORM OF CONTRACT
JCT 80 with Quantities
TOTALCOST

£9.907,917 plus
separate phases
(£1,091,000) related to
car park and external
WOIKS

CLIENT

Lord Chancellor's
Department with
Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Magistrates
Courts Committee
ARCHITECT
Hampshire County
Council Architecture and
Design Services
QUANTITY SURVEYOR
Hampshire County
Council Architecture
and Design Services
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
Buro Happold
SERVICES ENGINEER
Buro Happold
LANDSCAPE
Hampshire County
Council/John Brookes
Landscape Design

WEBLINKS

Hampshire County Council

www.hants.gov.uk
Buro Happold

MAIN CONTRACTOR
Norwest Holst

Construction

SUBCONTRACTORS AND
SUPPLIERS
ME&E subcontractor

Lorne Stewart; structural
steel fabricator Tube
Engineering (Bristol

Terne-coated stai
steel standing seam
roofing Kelsey Roofing

Industries; fra

wdraalic }
IC Nyarauiic s

panelling (Quadrillo)
Lignoform
(Switzerland): internal
doors Leaderflush
Shapland; door
fronmongery Higrade

raised floors H

carpets Milliken; blinds to
courthall Western Avery

general metalwork AW

(Southa
windows Velfac
courtroom fixed furniture
TTS Shopfitters; single
membrane flat roofing

d

Sarnafil; courtroom light
fittings Kalmar-MW

PRELIMINARIES AND INSURANCES

www.burohappold.com
Norwest Holst Construction
www.norwest-holst.co.uk

SERVICES

Sanitary appliances, 7.74
services equipment

Disposal installations 7.06
Water installations 13.41
Space heating and air treatment  94.22
Electrical services 87.93
Liftinstallations 31.92
Protective installations 29.56
Communications installations ~ 45.11
Builders'work in connection 47.60
Group element total 364.53

EXTERNAL WORKS

PRELIMINARIES
AND INSURANCES

TOTAL
(EXCLUDING CONTINGENCY) 1,551.46

160.81

178.31

Cost data provided by David Corcoran,
Hampshire County Council
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A curved enclosure
formed by glazed
steel ladder trusses

The building houses 12
courtrooms on two upper
levels, separated by custodial
stair and service towers,and
constructed of cast in situ
concrete frames with
blockwork infill. The
courthall,which gives access
to the courtrooms, runs at the
north side. In contrast to the
solid construction of the
courtrooms,itisalightand
spacious curved enclosure
formed by six glazed steel
ladder trusses which spring
from the upper ground floor,
rise over intermediate floors
and terminate at high level at
the staircase towers.

Each ladder truss is formed
of a pair of curved 193.7mm-
diameter CHS booms, which
are pin-jointed to brackets at
top and bottom connections.
Cross-frame members and
projecting tapered struts to
which the solid rod ties are
connected,are welded to the
CHS booms.The disposition
of the struts and ties along
the curve reflects the
structural forces.

The trusses are glazed with
faceted frameless double-
glazed units, supported by
stainless steel arms which are
fixed directly to CHS cross
frame members. The glass
edges are bonded to rigid
insulated aluminium panels;
the lower edge of each panel
is curved to follow the line of
the truss and is connected
with a double extruded
silicone gasket to the
adjacent CHS boom. A series
of 219.1mm-diameter CHS
purlins run between the
trusses to support insulated
solid panels which follow the
curve of the trusses. They are
lined on the inside with semi
perforated trapezoidal steel
liner sheets with polyester
sh. Onthe

powder-coated fi
outside, they are clad with

terne-coated stainless steel
The edge of each panel is
connected to the adjacent
CHS boom by a double
extruded silicone gasket.

Susan Dawson
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Southampton Magistrates Courts
Hampshire County Council

wonrking details

curved 193.7mm dia
CHS boom of ladder truss

line of insulated panel,
tapered to follow line of
faceted glass at top and
curved to follow ss roof below

double-glazed units
with bolt connections
_ totapered ss arms

curved 193.7mm dia
CHS boom of ladder truss

curved roof panel of
terne-coated stainless
steel on ply and insulation

219.1mm dia
CHS purlin

perforated
steel liner providing |
acoustic insulation

‘I 88.9mm dia
CHS cross-frame

ties of 32mm dia
and 25mm dia rods

CUT-AWAY ISOMETRIC DETAIL OF STRUCTURE YRR

double-glazed unit with
bolt connections to
tapered ss arms

panel fixed to
silicone gasket with

aluminium channel g arms screwed to
= 114 ia CHS
insulated cowl to double extruded § ‘m:fr:a$2
193.7mm dia CHS boom silicone gasket =
== %
curved terne-coated ss { é sl 4,
roof panel on ply deck double extruded ] (i |
and insulation silicone gasket 1 =
roof panel secured to i T_\l} =S
silicone gasket with e e R
aluminium channels ) T
= ——— I
TaTelaTe : | insulated aluminium panel, line of 114mm dia
(\( )E;ES (\/\‘/\((()\/\(\y’\&i\?&o\ YA ! tapered to follow line of CHS cross frame
= 7, T ‘ faceted glass at top and welded to CHS boom
“l‘! 4 W_‘“'_m \ MY . curved to follow ss roof below
lug connection to
perforated 219.1mm dia CHS purlin
internal steel liner ]

7 November 2002




» e T

/l’ =
219.1mm dia
CHS purlin

bracket bolted to
tower for pin
connection to truss

curved 193.7mm dia
CHS boom of ladder truss

| DETAIL AT B - B OF GLASS CONNECTION |

arms screwed to
/| 114mm dia CHS

b
second floor
—
|
; ‘
upper ground floor | i Court Hall concourse
H silicone gasket
bracket bolted to ventilation grille
floor slab for pin
! connection to truss
bation
| CROSS-SECTION THROUGH CURVED ENCLOSURE | w
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A ‘non-risky’ business
Minimising fire risk in sandwich panels might be sensible but
it depends on what you understand it to mean

BY AUSTIN WILLIAMS

Due for release last month, the
Association of British Insurers (ABI)
has postponed indefinitely the
publication of its new guidance doc-
ument on the fire performance of
sandwich panels. A conference about
the guidance, which had been organ-
ised for 9 October, was also cancelled
at the last minute,

Nobody seems willing to explain
the reasons why, but the AJ has been
informed that it is due to a legal chal-
lenge by a particular manufacturer
regarding what it perceives to be
misleading content. Hardly surpris-
ing really, given that some products
come out of the review badly.

Since various manufacturers’
interest groups have lobbied hard
for their products’ fire safety
credentials, in recent years, some
campaigning has turned nasty: no
one wants to admit that their prod-
uct has failings in this particularly
fraught, costly and litigious area of
the construction market.

‘Designing and building fire-safe buildings of stone
wool panels requires knowledge in how such
constructions behave in case of fire. A fire-proof
stone wool panel is not a fire-safe solution without
correct fastening systems and details.’

John Braver Lynderup, manager, marketing

communications, Paroc Panel System

‘Current insurance issues with insulated panels
appear to relate to concerns about the risks of
polystyrene panels — particularly in the food and
drinks sector. The record of rigid urethane
external cladding panels — both polyurethane and
PIR cores — over the last 30 years has been
excellent and this should be taken into account
when assessing risk and insurability.’

Mark Harris, fire engineering services director, Kingspan

Avoiding the risk of fire in
buildings, the fire performance of
various insulation products in

composite situations, and the min-
imisation of risk in the insurance
industry have jointly and severally

o 1

created a minefield for specifiers,
clients and contractors alike. Each
party seems to have a different inter-
pretation of the requirements, and
of the performance characteristics of
their own particular product, and
this has led the insurance industry —
the sector that, apparently, picks up
the tab for fire damage — to seek to
harmonise the standards and give a
clear lead to manufacturers. Unfor-
tunately, this harmonisation will
have to wait.

Money to burn
Commercial and local authority
fires exceed £1.2 billion each year.
Taking into account the knock-on
effects of fires, the Norwich Union
Risk Services assesses the cost to the
UK economy to be nearly £7 billion
each year. Most of these fires are
minor incidents and relatively few,
as it happens, relate to sandwich
panels.

But the insurance industry, for its
part, has responded in a sweepingly
arbitrary fashion. First, it has taken a

When it comes to fires in buildings with insulated panels, the insurance industry
seems to be hiding behind a risk-free smokescreen



broad-brush stroke approach to the  'Composite panels are only one issue of many affecting the insurance market. All types

subject and, instead of understand- i jae :
ing the various pros and cons of of composite panel have their virtues and vices and unfortunately many have been

different composite insulants, tends  inappropriately selected for their specific purpose. It will be extremely difficult to

to brand all foam-based materials in . ; :
the aaine flammable risk category aa insure a large warehouse or factory at affordable rates unless sprinklers are fitted and

polystyrenes. Insurance agents do the presence of composite panels is almost a secondary issue. In the current hard

not have the time, it would seem, ¢\ nance market it is essential that the designer and specifier consult with insurers
to realistically appraise the fire per-

formance of polyisocyanurates, for ~ at the earliest possible stage.’

i"“_‘:"‘e’ or even rigid polyurethane,  papy Newton, property technical manager, risk control, Royal & Sun Alliance
1n situ.

Second, on major projects, insur-
ance companies are pushing
manufacturers (and ultimately,
architects) to provide disclaimers
showing that the composite panel
system in situ will not pose a fire
hazard. Aside from the ludicrous
scenario of insurance companies
only providing risk cover after
they have been assured that there is
no risk, the consequent risk assess-
ment process can bring liability
back to unsuspecting parties to the
contract.

The idea that the insurance
industry should be in a position to
determine design and specification
decisions, over and above Building

‘As a manufacturer of insulation products derived
from non-combustible volcanic rock, we welcome
the more stringent demands of insurers. However,
we would not like to see business livelihoods
jeopardised by impossible premiums. Our interest
is in the underlying message — buildings which
contain fire-resistant insulation materials are
inherently safer, so why even consider
combustible products in the design?

Craig Bligh, marketing director, Rockwool

Regulations compliance, should be
troubling to many of those involved
in architecture and construction. It
is hardly surprising that some mem-
bers of the industry have taken
umbrage at the ABI document; per-
haps it is more surprising that other
parties have not.

The issues

The issue is fairly straightforward.
The insurance industry is demand-
ing a high standard of fire resistance
and condemning some materials
because they fare less well in fire tests
than others.

For example, the ABI describes
sandwich panels (designed for
food prep locations) tested for rela-
tive fire growth performance. It
indicates that mineral wool/rock
fibre performs ‘best’ (achieving ABI
‘non-combustible’  classification);
polyisocynurate (PIR) is classified
‘combustible’ and warrants ‘caution’;
whereas expanded and extruded
polystyrenes (XPS/EPS) are deemed
to be ‘highly combustible’

While certain  manufacturers
such as Rockwool are delighted at
such a clear endorsement, other
manufacturers point out that the

insurance industry needs to fall into
line with current fire safety practice
and adopt a more holistic appraisal
of panels in their particular circum-
stances. Kingspan, for example,
which uses rigid urethane cored
panels, argues that: a) they should
not be equated with polystyrene
products as they have much better
fire retarding characteristics; and b)
they should be assessed together
with the actual building’s overall fire
engineering strategy.

Obviously, in terms of clients
now having to provide their own fire
risk assessment (see box), commis-
sioning a fire engineering strategy is
commonplace, but this is often
undermined, or distorted, by insur-
ance demands for greater risk
aversion — and hence more precau-
tionary measures than might
realistically be necessary.

Ultimately, all insulation prod-
ucts have their pros and cons which
should be rationally determined by
independent test centres, but, at the
moment, the insurers are in the
driving seat and do not seem to be
listening.

I am indebted to Anna Cherry for her
assistance with this article




Farming out design

A discreet timber-clad administration building for the European
Commission has been cleverly integrated into the Irish landscape

BY AUSTIN WILLIAMS

As we go to press, the Irish Republic
has given the ‘green light’ for European
enlargement; voting ‘yes’ to the Nice
Treaty by 63 per cent to 37 per cent,
with a 48 per cent turnout. Whatever
the ins and outs of the ballot (after
rejecting the same proposition 18
months ago), Irish PM Bertie Ahern
declared that ‘what is good for Europe
is good for Ireland’ and further devel-
oping the country’s European identity.

One of the many reasons for the
‘no’ vote was that the farming sector
fears a diversion of the agricultural
subsidy to needier economies in east-
ern and southern Europe. And so it is
interesting that the European Com-
mission decided to locate its new
European Union Food and Veterinary
Office (FVO), and administration
department, in Dunsany, Co Meath;
the prosperous farming area in the
north-east of Ireland. Indeed, as we
described last year (A] 8.11.01), the
state of Irish architecture is flourish-
ing in a recognisably European style.
Where better, then, to site this project?

Design vetting
The new headquarters, designed by the
Office for Public Works, has just won
the National Trust Irish Sustainability
Award and the Regional Irish Architec-
tural Award. It is described as
incorporating ‘bioclimatic and sus-
tainable design’ and manages to
achieve a synthesis between the sur-
rounding agrarian landscape, the
structural form and the materials used.
The architect has made a point of
planting a wide variety of trees
around the site comprising a blend of
formal and natural/rural layouts, It is
this inter-relationship of the building
with the original and designed land-
scape that has informed the design.
By mounding the site and carrying
out careful planting, the building’s
visual impact is intentionally lessened
and sits comfortably in the landscape.
The building is predominantly built
of timber and is cited as the largest tim-
ber-clad building in Ireland. Timber
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The building is
setback from the
road in a mixture
of formal and
informal
landscaping.
Below: ground
floor plan

for the scheme — primarily sourced
from the American Hardwood Export
Council — consists of slow-grown
north American oak for external
cladding; solid American ash and
cherry for the large-scale ceilings and
interior joinery; light beech veneer for
panelling; and solid American white

oak for the floors throughout. Consid-
erable attention was paid to the need
for oak kiln dried to a moisture content
(MC) of 16 per cent +/-3 per cent, in
order to accommodate the Irish cli-
mate (as the normal American MC
standard is 6-8 per cent).

Translation facilities

The building comprises a large and
small conference hall providing
translation facilities for 15 languages
and four languages respectively, din-
ing hall, library, cellular offices and
car parking for 150 cars. A staff creche
facility was included in the scheme
design just prior to completion.

Built as a courtyard enclosure,
set back from the main road, it has a
two-storey, L-shaped wing to the
south-east/south-west, and single-
storey public circulation blocks on
the other two sides. By so doing,
direct sunlight glare has been reduced
throughout the building. The south-
ernmost elevation has openable
windows protected by timber louvred
brise-soleil.

Public/private

The public areas comprise a dining
hall, conference facilities and entrance
foyer with circulation routes directly
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facing onto the courtyard, benefiting
from the views over dramatically spar-
tan enclosed garden. Playing with
opposites, the private wings have cel-
lular offices aligned on the external
window walls served by an enclosed,
central corridor.

The public realm elevations are
constructed from full height oak or
glass panels on a rigid grid pattern.
The single-storey circulation spaces
are relatively light, airy and unclut-
tered, with full-height glazing. The
offices and private function spaces
have 1.2m gridded windows with hor-
izontal iroko boards and stainless steel
detailing. A rash timber framework is
fixed externally at the junction of the
dining hall and office block as a deco-
rative flourish. It oversails the
windows and the background oak
cladding in a relentless grid.

The 1.2m grid has been main-
tained throughout the office areas
internally. These cellular units are
demountable — allowing the client
maximum flexibility of room
arrangement. The structural frame is
provided with filler pieces to mask
the end elevation of internal walls — a
notorious ill-considered feature of
civic remedial works in the past —and
the linoleum flooring and perforated
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metal ceilings in these areas are mod-
elled on the same grid to ensure that
future partition movement does not
conflict with the interior layout.

The principal conference room is
an open flexible space with a large
glazed wall to the north-east, with
translation booths set at high level
around the other three sides. The roof
is a dramatic sweep of ash boards with
a massive roof light void running
across the full length of the space, sepa-
rated only by structural spacers. The
dining room has two fully glazed exter-
nal elevations with views into and away
from the courtyard. A slate and granite
floor spills outwards into the terrace,
while the rest of the room follows simi-
lar detailing and quality of finish as
described in the main conference hall.

The building is now open after the
relocation of more than 250 senior
European Commission staff from
Brussels.

The building
is decorated in
arelentless
grid of timber
framework
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CREDITS

VALUE ELECTRICAL

€32 million (£20.2 CONTRACTOR
million) Update

SITE AREA DESIGN & PROJECT
10ha MANAGEMENT
BUILDING AREA Office of Public
1,2600m? Works
COMPLETED LANDSCAPING
June 2002 SAP

CLIENT HARDWOOD
European SUPPLIER
Commission Smee Timber
MAIN CONTRACTOR EXTERIOR JOINERY
McNamara O’'Neill Bros Master
MECHANICAL Joiners

ENGINEER SPECIALIST JOINERY
L Lynch Swift Horsman

the architects’' journal |41




protection

{ Lightweight panel solutions for protection of life and property.

Paroc Panel System is a complete solution for fire resistant external, internal walls
and ceilings. Paroc Fire Proof Panels, special accessories together with fire technical knowledge
provide a system for structures and details. Paroc Panels are based on a non-combustible and
structural core of stone wool bonded on both sides with colour coated steel sheets to provide
a passive fire protection throughout the lifetime of the building.

Paroc Fire Proof Panels and related details are approved for fire resistance in the UK.

enquiry 12 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

PAROC PANEL SYSTEM UK LTD. Stoney Lane, Rainhill, Prescot, Merseyside L35 9LL, United Kingdom
Telephone 0151 426 6555, Fax 0151 426 6622, E-mail sale@parocpanels.co.uk, www.paroc.com FIRE PROOF PANELS




Planning delivery

\We examine the implications of the latest planning reforms
and the creeping requirement for sustainability statements
BY BRIAN WATERS

Fast-track changes are in the works
for planning and these will make life
more difficult, especially for all those
architects who feel that planning is
remote from what they do.

The challenges will take several
forms. The most productive will be
the testing of design skills in achiev-
ing successful high-density housing
and mixed-use schemes.

Deputy prime minister John
Prescott, in his 18 July statement, said
he would intervene if councils failed
to meet housing targets set out in
regional planning guidance. This is
his bid to reverse the current short-
fall, estimated to be 10,000 houses in
just the past two years. His threat of
intervention is backed up by the
minimum density standard of 30
units per hectare in PPG3 Housing.
Expect to deal with reluctant local
councils under not-in-
my-back-yard (Nimby)
pressure from the voters,
and reluctant house
builders, too. The role of
architect, as mediator
between developer and
planning authority, will
not be getting easier.

Prescott promised to
toughen Green Belt pro-
tection and establish a
register of surplus, pub-
licly owned brownfield
land (an Urban Task
Force demand). This,
especially when com-
bined with the demand
for higher density devel-
opment, should expand
architects’ share of the
house building market.

The document, re-
leased with Prescott’s statement’, says:
‘Authorities are now on notice that
they will have to sharpen up their per-
formance. He has found £350 million
to help them along over the next three
years and has attached a bunch of car-
rots. The money will be allocated in
tranches and tied to how they per-
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‘Expect to deal
with reluctant
local councils
under not-in-
my-back-yard
(Nimby)
pressure. ..
The role of
architect will
not be getting
easier’

Prescott: has threatened to intervene if
councils fail to meet housing targets

form against ‘best value’ targets.

Thus, better performing councils
will get the dosh, presumably leaving
the others floundering. Knowing
how effective a particular authority is
will be even more significant for you
and your client.

It is not as good as it may sound,
though, since improved authorities
may be able to charge higher fees and
a current review is expected to allow
them to charge for pre-application
discussions.

Meanwhile, expect even more
councils to get up to tricks in order
to manipulate statistics, especially
the quick delegated-refusal-without-
consultation-with-applicant  trick
practised by several London bor-
oughs: refusal followed by quick chat
followed by unadjusted application
followed by quick permission. But
in reality: embarrassed
architect, annoyed and
puzzled client, extra
paperwork and a deci-
sion in about 14 weeks,
not eight.

Other proposals in
the government state-
ment will keep architects
on their toes and open
them to being liable to
their clients if they miss
deadlines or fail to advise
their clients of them: the
abolition of repeat appli-
cations when the first
gets refused and is not
appealed; of ‘twin track-
ing’ outline applications;
and the reduction to
three months of the peri-
od when an appeal may
be lodged.

Despite the weight of objection to
the proposition, permissions gener-
ally will have a shorter shelf-life of
three — rather than five — years, too.

There is a prospect of much
tougher enforcement action mooted
in a new consultation paper: no more
getting away with development

(operations) after four years or after
10 years for changes of use; and the
prospect of criminalising breaches of
planning law.

Implicit in the reforms, especially
as they affect new housing, is better
design quality, and while both plan-
ning policy statements and house
builders mouth encouraging plati-
tudes, it is how policies are
implemented, how clients instruct
their architects, and how skilfully the
architects respond that really will
matter.

Quantifying sustainability
Adding to the burden of new
demands being placed on applicants
for substantial developments is the
notion of sustainability.

Already, sub-industries have
quickly grown up to produce EIAs
(environmental impact assessments)
and TISs (transport impact state-
ments) and so forth, but on two of
my recent jobs a sustainability assess-
ment and a sustainability statement
have been demanded.

The assessment has arisen out of a
policy in Ealing, west London. The
project: replacement of an obsolete
office block with a mixed hotel, retail
and housing scheme. ‘The economic
sustainability of demolition versus
conversion will have to be demon-
strated. The statement is being
sought (by Greenwich council) as a
last-minute demand as an item in a
‘Section 106 Agreement’ which, if it is
to be more than platitudinous,
would require construction details
and evaluation of alternative energy
sources, and so forth, for its financial
feasibility to be established.

Some things may be better left to
the (admittedly imperfect) judge-
ment of the market. Anyone for
planning permissions in eight weeks?
Brian Waters is principal of the Boisot
Waters Cohen Partnership, e-mail
brian@bwcp.co.uk

References

1 ODPM:Sustainable Communities -
delivering through planning

ODPM Review of the planning
enforcement system in England,
(published 27 September 2002)
both available from www.planning.
odpm.gov.uk/consult/greenpap/
scdtp/index.htm
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Dispute resolution — when to
litigate and when to arbitrate

Most standard forms of building contract
include an agreement to resolve any subsequent
disputes by arbitration. Why this should be the
case has, apparently, something to do with the
voting rights within the Joint Contracts Tribunal
(JCT), which is responsible for drafting the
standard forms, and a long-held belief by the
contracting lobby that arbitration offers quick
and cheap dispute resolution.

For decades, this belief has represented some-
thing of a triumph of optimism over experience.
Ironically, a shift of power within the JCT, which
permitted contracting parties, for the first time,
to opt for litigation as the preferred dispute reso-
lution forum, coincided with the passing of the
1996 Arbitration Act, which has enabled a new
breed of arbitrator, at last to
live up to the industry’s
expectations. Nevertheless,
arbitration is still the default
option for most building
contracts.

Before the 1996 Act, the
existence of an arbitration
clause did not preclude
court proceedings. It simply
gave the defendant the
option of staying with litiga-
tion if they liked, or applying to the court to stay
the proceedings for arbitration if they did not.
The remedy was discretionary, and many a
young barrister was kept employed by attempts
to persuade the judge that although arbitration
was generally a very good idea, there were even
better reasons why this particular case ought to
stay with the courts, or visa versa.

The Arbitration Act changed all that. It took
away the discretion of the court and provided
that if you had an arbitration clause, you were
bound to stick with it, unless the arbitration
agreement was ‘null and void, inoperative, or
incapable of being performed: Now, if you have
second thoughts about arbitration after signing
up to it, you have to show not simply that litiga-
tion has the edge, but that the arbitration option
is a non-starter.

The recent Court of Appeal case of John Down-
ing v Al Tameer Establishment (2002) shed some
light on how this might be done. The claimant
was the inventor of a process, called ‘Black D) for
separating crude oil from water, but lacked the
funds needed for its exploitation, marketing and
manufacture. The claimant was put in touch with
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‘Arbitration still
appears to be the
default option for
most building
contracts’

the defendant, a Saudi Arabian company, and it
entered into a written agreement jointly to
exploit ‘Black D' for commercial gain. The agree-
ment included an arbitration clause which
required the parties to try to settle their disputes
amicably, failing which, to submit them to arbitra-
tion by three arbitrators.

It seems that, shortly after signing up to the
agreement, the defendant lost faith with ‘Black
D, withdrew its funding and refused to commu-
nicate with the claimant. It even went so far as to
deny the existence of the agreement. The
claimant sought to operate the arbitration
clause and invited the defendants to cooperate
in the appointment of three arbitrators. All
attempts fell on stony ground. Ultimately, the
claimantissued court pro-
ceedings and embarked
upon a three-year
marathon to serve the writ
and translations in Saudi
Arabia. The defendant’s
response to the court pro-
ceedings was to apply
instead for arbitration.

The Court of Appeal
described the matter as a
straightforward case of a
claimant which, having being rebuffed in its
efforts to implement the arbitration agreement
by a defendant which denied its existence,
resorted to proceedings only to have the defen-
dant perform a volte face and rely upon the very
agreement that had been hitherto denied.

The court observed that the existence of an
arbitration agreement does not prevent either
party from starting court proceedings. But if
court proceedings are started in breach of the
arbitration agreement simply, as it were, to test
the water, it falls to the court to intervene.

The arbitration agreement operates indepen-
dently of the primary contract and the ordinary
rules of contract law apply to it as much as to the
main contract. In this case, the defendant had
breached the arbitration agreement and were
now prevented from relying on it. Instead, the
claimant was entitled to accept the position by
commencing proceedings.

This useful case offers some assistance to
those who seek to avoid their arbitration agree-
ment by showing thatit has come to an untimely
end, thereby opening the door to the court.

Kim Franklin

@o .column

No hiding the fact
that PCs look like
processed cheese

You're doing your hourly random
inspection tour through the drafting
factory, making sure the CAD jocks are
working hard on that new-spec office
block and not downloading pictures of
chests or running webcams of the typing
pool. Ahead there's a vacant seat.

Simpkins has obviously gone out for
his allotted two-and-a-half minutes on
the loo. But wait. There's an unholy
glow coming from under his desk. The
evil pervert has modded his computer
case. No longer is ita uniformly beige
box with a forest of cables out the back.
Itis a beige box with a forest of cables
outthe back with an irregular hole cut
out of the side covered by a click-in
plastic window. The eerie light comes
from a purple neon string feeding off
the computer’s power supply. Andin
there are deep blue light-emitting
diodes blinking in time with the central
processor fan.

Poor soon-to-be-redundant
Simpkins. He's been hideously caught
up inthe latest craze sweeping the PC
community. And the computer supplies
shops. Fuelled by collective envy of the
sheer beauty of recent Mac kit, sad PC
people have taken to their horrid
beige lumps with cutouts, strip neon
lighting, decals, go-faster stripes and
stick-on aluminium fascias for floppy
and CD drives.

It'sall that Apple designer bloke
Jonathan lves’fault. PCs may be
virtuously modular and faster but the
aforesaid decorations can never conceal
the fact that, compared with his objects
of beauty, they still look like lumps of
processed cheese.

Ithink I have mentioned this before
butlhad forgotten howtodoit, so
maybe you too. When you are surfing
with Internet Explorer, you do not have
to type in the http:// header of an
address. If the urlis a dotcom (and only
adotcom) you just type in the name, say
ajplus,and, holding the Ctrl key down,
hit the Return key. Up comes
http://www.ajplus.com and in a trice
you are at our site ready to login.
sutherland.lyall@btinternet.com
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PYRAN S butt-joint system
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Tested up to 120 minutes integrity
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PYRAN®S fire resistant glass
combines critical safety factors
with countless design

opportunities.

enquiry 16 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect
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THE ESSENCE

Schott Glass Ltd.
Drummond Road

Stafford ST16 3EL

Phone: +44 (0) 1785 223166
Fax: +44 (0) 1785 223522
E-Mail:  info.uk@schott.com
Web: www.schott.com/uk

SCHOTT

glass made of ideas




The Concrete
Yearbook 29‘93

dlrectory .
related construction mdustry
information.

e authoritative sourcing guide for
onsultants, Contractors, Products and
Services.

In print and online
M Retained and referred to throughout the year
M Clear user-friendly format
B International readership
B Cost-effective advertising options

To ensure your FREE entry in the

CONCRETE YEARBOOK 2003 and to
find out about opportunities

. available to promote your
company to key buyers
and specifiers call us

today on 020 7505 6632

CONCRET
YEARBOOfE(

if all buildings »& fire

would be no need for the

MFIRE panels from

nt there

nville TAC.



diary

London

§333 Tuesday 12 November, 18.30. A
lecture at the RIBA, W1. Details 020
7303 3699.

Country Houses and Secret Agents
Wednesday 13 November, 19.00.
Marcus Binney gives the annual
Soane Lecture at the Royal College
of Surgeons, 35-43 Lincoln's Inn
Fields, WC2.Tickets £6 on the door.
Le Corbusier and the Art Sacre
Movement Wednesday 13 November,
19.00 for 19.30. A Docomomo lecture
by Judi Loach at St Andrew’s
Church, Thornhill Sg, N1. Details 020
7253 6624,

John Piper Thursday 14 November,
18.30. A Twentieth Century Society
lecture by Frances Spalding at The
Gallery, 70 Cowcross St, EC1. Details
020 7250 3857.

Shigeru Ban Sunday 17 November,
15.30.A lecture at the V&A. Details
01159129184,

Richard Wentworth: An Area of
Dutstanding Unnatural Beauty

Until 17 November. An Artangel
project at 66 York Way, N1. Details
www.artangel.org.uk

Bostjan Vuga Tuesday 19 November,
18.30.A lecture at the AA, 36
Bedford Sq, WC1 (020 7887 4000).
Richard Barrett Wednesday 20
November, 18.30. A lecture at the
Building Centre, Store St, WC1.
Details 020 7692 6209.

Teamwork 2002 Conference Thursday
21 November. At the RIBA. Details
Clare Bendon 020 7505 6850.
Understanding Complex Movement
Environments Thursday 21 November,
18.30. A Space Syntax event at 11
Riverside Studios, 28 Park St, SE1.
Details 020 7940 0000.

New York and its Future Tuesday 26
November, 18.30. A lecture by Alex
Garvin at Clement House, LSE.
Details Emily Cruz 020 7955 7599.
Sphere Until 21 December. An
exhibition with loans from the
nvisible Museum (sic) at Sir John
Soane’s Museum, 13 Lincoln’s Inn
Fields, WC2. Details 020 7405 2107.
Coming Homes: Housing Futures
Until 11 January. An exhibition at the
RIBA, 66 Portland Place, W1. Details
0906 302 0400.

The Adventures of Aluminium

Until 19 January. An exhibition at the
Design Museum, Shad Thames, SE1
(020 7940 8790).

Eastern

Face/Dff: A Portrait of the Artist 9
November-5 January. An exhibition
at Kettle’s Yard, Castle Street,
Cambridge. Details 01223 352124,
Asset Knowledge for Infrastructure

7 November 2002
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THE SIXTIES SCENE

With Gavin Stamp in the chair, a

the architecture and culture of the 1960s w

tury Society confe

Elain Harwooc

theatre design, John Weeks on hospitals, Simon Sadler on Archigram, Neil

Jackson on American influences, and

Cullinan on his house in

Camden (above).On Saturday 23 November in London (020 7250 3857)

Tuesday 12 November. A BRE seminar
at Garston, Watford. Details 01923
664766.

HAA Annual Dinner, with George
Ferguson Thursday 21 November,
1915. At Tewin Bury Farm, Welwyn.
Details Francesca Weal 01438
712301.

East Midlands
RIBA CPD Event: VAT - The Latest
Changes Thursday 7 November, 14.00.
A seminar at Edward King House,
Lincoln. Details 0121 233 2321,

RIBA CPD Event: Does Your Public See
You? Tuesday 19 November, 14.00. A
seminar at Highpoint, Leicester.
Details 0121 233 2321.

Neil Canning, David Holmes Until 24
November (Sundays 14.00-18.00 or by
appointment). Paintings and prints
at Fermynwoods Contemporary Art,
near Brigstock (01536 373469).

Northern

Knowledge Management Wednesday
20 November. A CPN course at
Durham. Details 020 7222 8891.

North West

Historic Buildings in the Countryside:
Change and Renewal Wednesday 13
November. A one-day EH conference
at Urbis, Manchester. Details Marion

Barter 0161 242 1400.

RIBA CPD Event: Energy Conservation
Thursday 21 November. A seminar at
Knutsford. Details 01565 652927,

South Eastern
Under the Surface: Special Interest
Tour Wednesdays from 13 November-
19 February. At the Weald &
Downland Museum, Singleton,
Chichester. Includes the Downland
Gridshell. Details 01243 811464.

Southern

Machu Picchu & The Camera
Until 31 December. An exhibition at
the Oxford University Museum,
Parks Rd, Oxford.

Wessex

Alex de Rijke Thursday 14 November,
19.00. A lecture at the Architecture
Centre, Narrow Quay, Bristol. Details
0117922 1540.

Translating the Vision: City and
Islington College Until 22 November.
An exhibition at the Architecture
Centre, Narrow Quay, Bristol. Details
0117 922 1540.

John Hubbard: Between Sea and Sky
Until 1 December. An exhibition of
paintings at the New Art Centre,
Roche Court, East Winterslow,
Salisbury. Details 01980 862447.

Workers' Playtime Until 12 January.
An exhibition at the National
Monuments Record, Swindon.
Details 01793 414797.

West Midlands
JCT 1998 Standard Form of Contract
Thursday 21 November. A
Construction Study Centre course at
Birmingham. Details 0121 434 3337.
RIBA CPD Event: Planning Supervisor
Course 22, 29 November & 6
December. A three-day course at
Birmingham. Details 0121 233 2321.

Yorkshire

Niall McLaughlin's Bexhill Bandstand
Until 20 December. An exhibition at
the Site Gallery, 8 Woodhouse Sq,
Leeds. Details 0113 234 1335.
Sculpture/Architecture in 50s and 60s
Britain Until 5 January. An exhibition
at the Henry Moore Institute,

74 The Headrow, Leeds. Details
0113234 3158.

Scotland

Richard Wilsen: Irons in the Fire

9 November-14 December. Models
for Wilson's architectural works at
the Talbot Rice Gallery, University of
Edinburgh. Details 0131 650 2210.
Dliver Chapman Wednesday 13
November, 17.30. A lecture at
Edinburgh College of Art.
(ARCHIE@eca.ac.uk)

Fieldwork: Art & Architecture & Urban
Regeneration Until 17 November.

An exhibition at The Lighthouse,

11 Mitchell Lane, Glasgow. Details
0141 225 8414.

Creative Conservation: Simpson &
Brown Architects Until 21 November.
A retrospective exhibition at the
RIAS, 15 Rutland Sq, Edinburgh.
Details 0131 229 7545.

Bennetts Associates North South 22
November-26 January. An exhibition
at The Lighthouse, 11 Mitchell Lane,
Glasgow. Details 0141 225 8414,
The Regeneration of Glasgow's Clyde
Waterfront Friday 29 November. A
RIAS conference at the Glasgow
Science Centre. Cost £17. Details
0131 229 7545.

Wales

RSAW CPD Event: CDM Regulations -
An Update Thursday 14 November,
12.00-15.00. At the Welsh School of
Architecture. Details 029 2087 4753.

International

Arne Jacobsen Until 12 January 2003
A major centenary retrospective of
Jacobsen’s work at the Louisiana
Museum, Humlebaek, nr
Copenhagen (www.louisiana.dk).
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Home grown

JEREMY MELVIN

Coming Homes

At the RIBA, 66 Portland Place, London W1, until 11 January

If one were to characterise the past century
or so of architects’ engagement with mass
housing in epic terms, it would start with
heroism and continue to the inevitable
tragedy, before proceeding through farce to
irony. With the exhibition ‘Coming Homes’
at the RIBA, rather as some people think
Post-Modernity foreshadowed Modernism,
we seem to have bypassed irony and gone
straight to the post-ironic period.

It should be the summation of a century
of experience, of lessons learnt, unsuccessful
experiments abandoned and successful ones
applied, and above all showing an emergence

of mature attitudes. And the period, as repre-
sented in the exhibition at least, does bear
traces of all its predecessors — but rather than
adding up to more than the sum of its parts,
it conveys a series of erudite fragments barely
holding their own against a sea of reaction.

In the ironic phase there would have been
some critical self-awareness, a sense that the
modalities of architectural practice might
have been turned on themselves to advan-
tage. Here, at least in the overall exhibition
design, if not in the exhibits themselves,
those modalities are alive and kicking in
more or less unreconstructed form, unable
to redefine themselves and unwilling to
address the way others see them.

Consider the exhibition’s installation.
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Occupying Gallery One, it greets visitors
with a wall whose (tinned) salmon-pink is
uncannily like that of Bob the Builder’s yard.
Inside, a load of broomstick handles hold up
cardboard boxes in the shape of houses,
among which the exhibits seem sparse and
overwhelmed.

If not intentional, the effect might be
appropriate. One panel proudly displays the
results of CABE’s survey which ‘proves’ that
while many people want to live in a house or
bungalow, no one wants to live in a tower
block, and housebuilders’ normative prod-

ucts vastly outnumber the best efforts of

] ‘,.:i‘..; S
Jil

Peabody and Urban Splash. So here we have
yet another depiction of the RIBA’s siege
mentality. Like a brotherhood of 19th-
century missionaries, it characterises itself as
evangelising to the heathens, always in dan-
ger of ending up in the cooking pot, but ever
awaiting that glorious enlightenment when
everyone will want to follow the way of Corb.

Many problems spring from this version
of its position. It is based on the false predi-
cate that architects, prophets misunderstood
in their own land, hold the key to happy hous-
ing, and this assumption setsan all-pervading
aura which makes it hard to appreciate quali-
ties of the individual exhibits, most of which
are to some degree ‘experimental’

They include Wayne Hemingway’s collab-

> -
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oration with Wimpey in Gateshead, Piercy
Connor’s ingenious, prefabricated microflat
(pictured), and AHMM’s Raines Dairy, one
of the projects where Peabody is investigating
what new production methods might
achieve.

Glenn Howells’ scheme for Urban Splash
in Manchester looks ravishing, even after
seeing how similar it is to one of the exam-
ples in the associated exhibition of London
Region schemes in Gallery Two, the socially
deprived Loughborough estate in south
London. The point about each example, and
others like Buschow Henley’s Chatham
Dock and Proctor Matthews’ at the Green-
wich Millennium Village, is that all are
unique in programme, site or both, and
while they might suggest particular
improvements to elements of house build-
ing, do not provide blueprints for it.

A context that explained this would make

'
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the exhibition much more accessible to
members of the public who, after all, do not
need to be reminded that they eschew living
in tower blocks (although the buyer of the
£1.45 million penthouse apartment in one
of the Barbican towers might disagree).

What emerges from this is the suggestion
that architects are good at the experimental
and the one-off. Volume housebuilders, as the
rubric makes clear, build very cheaply but
leave no room for innovation; but surely there
is a better characterisation of the relationship
than that between the infidel and the enlight-
ened. And it is here that irony — at least as
opposed to confrontation — might be useful.
Jeremy Melvin is a writer and teacher at South
Bank University
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Grant aided

PHIL GRIFFIN
Land Marks

At Imperial War Museum North, Manchester, until 28 February 2003

Twelve years ago, Len Grant was selling
advertising space for Central TV, taking black-
and-white portrait photographs in his spare
time. Then he decided to try to make a living
from his hobby. He made a shrewd
decision to photograph Manchester’s movers
and shakers: all the people in the city who
were about to drive it through a decade of
transformation. ‘City Shapers’ portrayed the
politicians, business people, designers and
architects who shunted the city into the blocks
for the XVIIth Commonwealth Games.

By the time Daniel Libeskind was pacing
out Trafford Wharf for his Imperial War
Museum North, Len Grant was Manches-

ter’s photographer laureate. He had already
produced books on the Manchester Arena,
Bridgewater Hall and The Lowry, and was on
first-name terms with half the construction
workers in the North West. He pho-
tographed IWMN from breaking ground to
royal opening, occasionally pinning a
radio-mike onto some of the people he
photographed, including site workers, the
museum’s director and Daniel Libeskind.

There is no book of the scheme as yet, but
there is ‘Land Marks), an audio-visual pre-
sentation of the making of the building — the
inaugural show in IWMN’s temporary exhi-
bitions gallery.

But the museum itself is not the first
thing to register in Grant’s display. The back
wall of the space is hung with 17 large black-
and-white portraits of site workers — all
mid-shots, posed straight to the camera.
Other than as proud personal momentos, it
is difficult to know why I am looking at
them. They are not firefighters or lifeboat
men. They worked for Sir Robert McAlpine
and put up a building. Maybe that’s enough
—Iam sure their mothers are proud of them.
As openers to an exhibition, though, they are
as inviting as a building site in February.

The main bit of the show is a much more
engaging four-part projection. On one wall
are single, large-scale projections of about 10
x 10m; on another is a mix of three smaller
images. The soundtrack is site activity and a
commentary (with a Libeskind eulogy by
Jonathan Glancey). The whole sequence,
including the construction of the so-called
‘air shard’ in aluminum and galvanised steel,
lasts about seven minutes, and it is impres-
sive. These images are favoured by scale.

As a closing coup de théatre, a high-level
shot of the cleared site, under a wide blue
sky, reflected in the Ship Canal, is held on
screen for more than a minute. Do not blink
or look away: the shot dissolves into the
same point of view of the finished building,
gleaming in spring sunshine. The transfor-
mation, unlike the building, is easy to miss.

I don’t think this reflects badly on Grant,
but it does strike me as extremely narcissis-
tic. The entire building seems infused with
the air of people feeling pleased with them-
selves. Maybe I am a touch jaded by the
Libeskind effect.

Grant’s show is enjoyable to sit through.
Whether it offers an insight into the making
of a great piece of architecture depends on
your take on the building you are sitting in.
It certainly photographs well.

Phil Griffin is a journalist in Manchester




Out of the ashes

JAMES DUNNETT

Justin Knowles

At Austin Desmond Fine Art, Pied Bull Yard, 68 Gt Russell St, London WC1, until 14 November

Austin Desmond is a gallery that since its
foundation at Sunninghill in Surrey in 1979,
and subsequent move to Bloomsbury, oppo-
site the British Museum, has promoted the
category of art known as ‘Modern British’, in
which it was a pioneer. It has mounted
exhibitions of British artists of essentially
Modern character ‘from 1910 onwards — the
date of Roger Fry’s first Post-Impressionist
exhibition’

They have tended to be artists who had a
significant reputation in their time, often
submerged by the tide of American-influ-
enced art of an inflated scale from the 1960s
onwards, and so there has been an element
of rediscovery. Austin Desmond also contin-
ues to promote the work of contemporary
British artists (including occasionally a
ceramicist) of a humane and intellectual
character and manageable scale.

Their current and immediately past exhi-
bitions illustrate these themes. Just finished
is a joint show of the ceramicists Jason
Wason and Yasuo Terada. Wason, born in
Liverpool, is arguably Bernard Leach’s last
true pupil, Terada is the scion of a long-
standing family of Japanese potters and a

master of raku kiln construction, a medium
in which Wason excels.

The two worked together in Japan and
subsequently in Cornwall, but Wason is by
no means a tame follower of the Japanese-
influenced tradition. Indeed, he is arguably
the ‘brutalist’ of the ceramic world, his pots
often studded like a biker’s jacket, who
appreciates the feeling that they ‘have been

Above: Knowles’ Split Cube ll. Top: Terada’s Structure Il. Above right: Wason'’s Preservation Box
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to hell and back’ in the high temperature
raku firing process. The powerful geometry
and harsh textures of his pots owe as much
to Africa as Japan. Terada’s work is softer,
more crumbly - often literally fractured and
repaired with gold.

In complete contrast to this is the current
show of the sculpture of Justin Knowles,
which follows on from a major British
Council-supported retrospective at the
National Technical Museum in Prague. This
is arguably a rediscovery, though of a differ-
ent sort, because Knowles’ work has always
taken on board the American influence. But
after showings at the famous Whitechapel
Young Contemporaries exhibitions of the
1960s, Knowles’ work was almost all
destroyed in a studio fire in 1973. This seems
to have led to a long period of near silence
from which he only began to re-emerge in
the early 1990s, often picking up themes
from 30 years earlier.

Where Wason and Terada’s work was
rough, textured or rounded, Knowles’ is

highly polished and rectilinear. He uses
what seem like the very simplest of formal
means —— such as a pile of gold-painted
blocks like a child’s play bricks — to make
witty compositions. Highly polished glass
cubes are stacked up, creating kaleidoscopic
patterns of internal reflection which move
constantly with the viewer — mobiles with-
out moving parts. Play is made with the
differing translucency and colour saturation
of rectangular blue glass blocks, depending
on whether they are seen end-on or
across. Sheet metal panels, of slender
section and dead-flat coloured surface, are
fixed to the wall in commanding but very
simple designs.

Despite the High-Tech image of his work,
Knowles admits to being a technophobe (‘I
will not use a computer other than via a
third person’), whose work is made-to-order
by others — a specification art. But he points
to the spiritual content of his work, honed by
many visits to the Buddhist East,and a three-
part blue-glass ‘altar group’ stands in the
cathedral at Exeter, his native city.

James Dunnett is an architect in London
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MIPIM PROJECT PREVIEW 2003

An international review and catalogue of future projects

in association with The Architectural Review

AR/MIPIM FUTURE PROJECT AWARDS 2003

MIPIM, the international property market, attracts over 16 000 delegates, the
elite of the property world, to Cannes every March. To mark MIPIM’s 12th
anniversary, The Architectural Review is to offer Awards to distinguished, but
as yet unbuilt projects. Awards will be given for unbuilt office, hotel and
leisure, residential, retail and mixed-use schemes. There will also be a Best
of Show Award.

Selected commended entries will be reviewed by an international panel at
Cannes. Since its inception in the nineteenth century, The Architectural
Review has been devoted to excellence in architecture and environmental
design and now invites entries to the AR/MIPIM Future Project Awards. All
submissions will be displayed at MIPIM and will be published in a
catalogue which will be given to all delegates.

Closing date for entries is 6 December 2002. For further information and
an entry form see the Architectural Review website at www.arplus.com.
Email enquiries to peter.davey@ebc.emap.com
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CONSTRUCTION @ LTI (3) TEAMNORKCL!

PLAYING TOGETHER

The Teamwork2002 Conference
Thursday 21 November 2002, RIBA, London

During Teamwork2002's Live Week held in May and June of this year, six teams

CONFERE E PROGRAMM :
WRROEE S L . of keen design professionals, with support from other industry professionals,

09:00 Registration and coffee

[ 0930 Welcome learnt the lessons of collaborative working, improved their technical skills
‘ Ross Sturley, Marketing Director, Construction Plus dramatically and innovated in IT. The teams improved their skills, innovated and
‘ 09:35 Teamwork2002 extended their cultural understanding of collaborative working practices and

Christopher Groome, Co-founder, Teamwork

| 09:50 Keynote address: - Teamwork 2007
The Teamwork concept will extend over the whole building
lifecycle as consultancy, property. design bl‘lﬂg about a quiet revolution.
construction and facilities management converge into

learned through executing hands-on challenges. The experience of Teamwork
\ 2002’s Live Week has implications for the whole industry and is helping to

provision of Built Environment Solutions

} ) j v
Richard Saxon, Chairman, Reading Construction Forum and Vice The invaluable lessons learned from Live Week have been condensed into a

President, RIBA
: f cutting-edge conference, which will focus on the key outcomes of Teamwork2002
10:10 Client session |
Shaun Darley, Director of Construction, Six Continents Retail All elements of the supply chain will benefit from attending this practical,
10:30 Designing together | interactive and strategic forum - so book now to guarantee your place and find
Nick Terry, Chairman, BDP out how the experiences of Teamwork2002's Live Week can help you to optimise

| Bob Dalziel, Director, Geoffrey Reid Associates
11:00 Coffee
11:25 Modelling together
Mike Cook, Partner, Buro Happold

your business practices

For further information contact Clare Bendon on

' Mike Hitchens, Director, Whitby Bird & Partners 020 7505 6850, email clare.bendon@emap.com or visit
| 11:55  Servicing together www.ajplus.co.uk/promotions/teamwork

Don Leeper, Rethinking Construction Champion
. David Saffin, Managing Partner, Zisman Bewyer and Partners

12:25 Lunch ‘
13:25 Client session Il ’
Alex Wills, Head Teacher, Alperton Community School What is Teamwork2002?

MER L Supplying together

1 Pillinger, Technical Director, Bourne Steel Teamwork2002 brought together players from the various disciplines to

| R B/,,, jell, Director of Engineering, Taylor Woodrow collaborate on designs for a virtual construction project on a real brownfield
14:15 Mmagmg together site. Six teams were fielded by leading firms in design and associated areas.
Simon Rawlinson, Partner, Davis Langdon & Everest Each team was given a design challenge during a highly public Live Week held
David Kerr, Head of Project Modelling, Taylor Woodrow \ in June at the RIBA. As the teams worked and played together, practical
| 14:45  Coffee lessons for teamworking on real-world projects emerged.
15:10 Working together
] Martin Howe, Partner, Bevan Ashford '
Andrew Thornton, Partner, Jardine Lioyd Thompson

1540 Client session i
Steve Rowsell, Procurement Director, Highways Agency

2003 and beyond Places are limited and priced at £295 + VAT,

PRF FRERIN, K plases; Sysorech Teamwork and ITCBP members pay only £195+VAT.

Closing Remarks
Ross Sturley, Marketing Director, Construction Plus Book now to guarantee your place

Book now to guarantee your place:

Name: Job Title: Company:
Address: Postcode:
Tel No: Fax No:

Email:

| enclose my cheque for £ (payable to Emap Communications)

Please charge £ to my O Visa 0] Mastercard [] Amex [ Switch/Delta Issue No L]

-
CardNo.| |l | LI O Expiry pata [ 1L 1]

Signature Date

m construction network

Please return to: Magda Lojszczyk, Emap Construct 15| Rosebery Avenue, London ECIR 4GB Tel: 020 7505 6745 Fax: 020 7505 6650




Recruitment enguiries

Chris Deviin

Tel 020 7505 6737

Fax 020 7505 6750

e-mail: chris.deviin@emap.com

Recruitment enguiries
Lucy Herdsman

Tel 020 7505 6803
Fax 020 7505 6750
e-mail: lucy. herdsman@emap.com

Architect (Part 3) and
Architectural Assistant (Part |)

ice based in West Hampstead, looking to increase our

We are an architectural pra
staff levels by two.We require responsible and enthusiastic people who work well
n a team on a variety of projects, particularly in social and private housing

Excellent Vector Works skills essential. An ability to work in 3D would be an advantage.

Tel:020 7328 8122 Fax: 020 7328 9849

Email: kkmarchs@aol.com afChIteCtS

Salary negotiable
Write with CV and examples of work to

KKM Architects
81 Maygrove Road, London NWé6 2EG

TWEED NUTTALL WARBURTON
Chartered Architects — Urban Designers

SENIOR TECHNOLOGIST/ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT

We need an experienced and capable technologist/architectural assistant, to join our established
team in delivering an exciting and expanding programme of urban and rural housing.
The successful candidate will have at least six years post qualification experience, have a thorough

0

understanding of current constraction technology and be fluent in AutoCAD. The
position will include responsibility for major production information packages on a
range of projects up to £15m. The Practice takes a collaborative and creative
approach to design and there will be opportunities to work in a team and individually.
An attractive salary, with Practice pension contributions will be offered to the right
candidate.

Apply in writing with CV to: C. P. Warburton, Tweed Nuttall Warburton,

Chapel House, City Road, Chester CH1 3AE

Waksinion

Jump Studios is a young, progressive and
thriving multi-disciplinary design studio.

We seek an ideas-minded 3D designer with omazing design and presentation skills. You will
have the wit, imagination, experience and computer skills to play a key role in our
environmental, preduct and structural packaging design projects

A thorough understanding of CAD, 3D visualisation and video presentation programmes
is essential, as are well-rounded graphic and web design skills

Ideally, you will relfish a highly creative environment and demonstrate the creative flair
and tenacity to switch from premium fashion fo retail to street furniture, from cosmetics
packaging fo exhibifion design

Please send CV to: Simon Jordan, Jump Studios Lid, 35 Britannia Row, London N1 8QH

Or mail simon@ jump-studios.com

HAFELE

Hifele is the UK’ leading Distributor of Furniture Fittings,
General Hardware and Architectural Ironmongery.

Area Sales Managers
LONDON, NORTH & SOUTH

Hiifele already has the largest Sales and Technical Team
in its sector and now needs to expand in London.
You should have a thorough working knowledge
of Architectural Ironmongery, preferably with GAI

qualifications or studying for same.

You will need to have the ability to secure business
on a conception to completion basis from all types of
Specifiers, Architects, Ironmongers and Contractors.

If you like the sound of this challenging role then
we would like to hear from you. Please send your

CV with covering letter to:

Mr Barry Tyce, H.R. Manager
Hifele UK Ltd
Swift Valley Industrial Estate, Rugby CV21 1RD

Or e-mail: barry.tyce@hafele.co.uk

Hiifele — Established since 1923
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Deadlines:
bookings Spm monday
our Internet recn - copy Spm monday
artwork 12 noon tuesday

cancellations: 12pm monday

SIV

architectural career management

Making the perfect match

The best jobs with the i the UK @ wwwisiv.co.uk

LONDON

Project Architect Ref: 10148/DM
Great opportunity if you reclly wont to accelerate your career. Large firm with good projects.
Designer w Ref: 10158/DM
High quality design position running luxury private residential schemes up to £1,000,000.
Urban Designer EC contract Ref: 10143/5C

Long term for experienced ‘hord nosed’ negofi to develop planning applications.

Assistant/Architect BIRMINGHAM Ref: 10112/PB
Lots of sexy presentation and competition work with this fop design Pradlice.

Young Architect NOTTINGHAM Ref: 9768/U
Forward thinking, young, design ori d Proctice building o grect reputati

Microstation Technician ~ WEST MIDLANDS contract Ref: 10069/PN
Long term, good money, long hours. Site based hospital project. Good Pracfice.

NORTH WEST

Architect MANCHESTER Ref: 10119/BG
Strongly design focused Practice. Good role for an all rounder looking to advance their coreer.

JOUTH WES

SOMERSET Ref: 10147/RG
Young, easy going, relaxed and successful, contemporary design biased Proctice.
Architect SOMERSET Ref: 10132/RG
Fantastic offices and location. Total involvement on sexy projects. Recognised for good support

SOUTH COAS
Ce 011

Director HANTS Ref: 8654/SM
Is your path to the top blocked? Doesn't that frustrate you? Big Practice, huge opportunity.
Technician WEST SUSSEX contract Ref: 10105/SM
Award winning design led Practice. Offices in o picturesque coastal location. Sclaried potenfial.

0.l if
(0207) 649 9755

(0121) 607 8773 (0117) 922 5777 (0161) 930 8773
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recrutment

people &
practices

Raul Curiel has been
appointed chairman at Fitzroy
Robinson. Nicholas
Thompson becomes
managing director,combining

his role as finance director

The new Construction
Research and Innovation
Strategy Panel (newCRISP
has appointed Michael
Dickson as its chair

Ushida Findlay has moved to
4-8 Rodney Street, London N1
9JH,tel 020 7278 6800, fax 020
7278 7090

Clare Sargeant has joined
breathe architecture as
practice manager

Chapman Taylor Architects
has opened a new office in
Milan at Piazzetta, Pattari,
20122, Milan, ltaly

Norman & Underwoods
Glass Products Division has
appointed Simon Mace as
production planning manager
and Mick Duff as quality
assurance manager

Lindsey Parnell has been
appointed as the new
president and CEO of
Interface Europe.

Asite has appointed Tom
Dengenis and Mike Henry to
the board of directors

The Urban Regeneration
Company shadow board has
been set up,chaired in the
interim by Graham Hall. Other
appointments include David
Anderson, Trevor Lewis, Prof
ChrisTaylor, Amjad Pervez
Heather Hancock Margaret
Eaton and lan Greenwood
lan Stewart becomes
secretary of the board

® Send details of changes
and appointments to

Victoria Huttler, The Architects
Journal, 151 Rosebery Avenue
London EC1R 4GB, or e-mail
victoria.huttler@construct

emap.com

54 the

stream

Autocad - The ideal candidate will come from a strong Commercial
background with a good understanding of Cladding Packages. To work
for a large international organisation. Ref 31

Good opportunity for a young and upcoming Part 2 Architect. To mainly
work Residential Projects but the role will also branch inte Commercial
Refurbs, You must be proficient on Vectorworks. Ref 37

Small London practice require architect to work on large scale
commercial projects. The ideal candidate will have a minimum of 2
years U.K. experience and be AutoCAD literate. Ref 34 €2

To work for a large UK based architectural practice. You will have good
working drawings experience and urban design skills. AutoCAD
knowledge is essential. Ref 31

Experienced designer with the ability to negotiate with clients, hand
draw, detail etc, to handle a major financial fit-out in the Middle East
Fully expensed travel. 12 months ongoing contract, Ref 29¢w
: ING §

Talented design architect with 10 years design experience sought by
young West London practice ia superb location. AutoCAD skills
essential. Residential and commercial projects. 6 month contract
leading to permanent role. Ref 2g9ge

Senior Architect — Residential Developer
Fairview Base to £50,000 + Excellent Package

NEW HOMES L

North London

fax: 019

tatl)' 01992 64322

we

www.studiorecru man

now feel ready to make the step up
in to a challenging, senior role

N

ion

tructi

www.careersinconstruction.com
careers

In cons

The UK's leading
online construction
recruitment service

com

lel 01992643222 fax: 01992 642976  web; mammmm
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Recruitment enquiries Deadlines:
Chris Deviin Recruitment advertisements in the AJ can bookings 5pm monday

Tel 020 7505 6803 Tel 020 7505 6737 be found on our Internet recruitment copy: 5pm monday
Fax 020 7505 6750 Fax 020 75085 6750 service www.CareersinConstruction.com artwork 12 noon tuesday
e-mail: lucy.herdsman@emap.com e-mail: chris.deviin@emap.com cancellations: 12pm monday

WEST MIDLANDS VACANCIES

Architectural Technician Ref: 5131 Permanent or Contract
My dlient is a well established multi-site practice and are seeking an experienced Technician with AutoCAD and/or Microstation experience gained in the housing
sector. Although they would prefer a permanent person, contractors with the right background will be considered
CAD Technician Ref: 5132 Permanent
Another fantastic opportunity o join a thriving practice, specialising in designing for the retail sector. Your AutoCAD skills will be coupled with some experience
gained in this sector, and will give you the opportunity for rapid career progression.
CAD Technician Ref: 5133 Permanent
My client is seeking an Architectural Technician, ideally with AutoCAD coupled with industrial and commercial experience. The practice covers a wide range of
disciplines from inferiors o new build and even demolition. You will be confident and able to deal with planning issues ond Building regs
Project/Senior Architect Ref: 5034 Contract
This client is seeking a person with a sound architectural background ideally gained in the Pharmaceutical sector. Initially for @ 6 month period it is fully expected that
the contract will be extended o over 18 months
Senior Technician Ref: 5060 Permanent
My client is seeking a senior person with a conservation experience gained in the Ecclesiastical sector. Previous experience in this area is essenfial. This is a senior
rore that will offer an exciting career move for the right person

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE VACANCIES
Architectural Technician Ref: 5135 Permanent
My dient specialises in extensions and new build for people with special needs. They are seeking a computer literate person with knowledge of UK building
regulations for both exisfing and forthcoming projecis

Senior Technician Ref: 5126 Permanent
This client is seeking a Senior Technician with ot least 3 years’ experience gained in any architectural sector who has the ability fo take charge of a job from inception
fo completion

CAD Technician Ref: 5084 Permanent

You are an enthusiastic recent groduate with some in-practice experience gained in any architectural discipline. The right candidate can expect ropid career
progression with this dynamic practice

Architectural Technician Ref: 5072 Permanent )

Technician with Autocad skills, with a minimum of 3 years experience in the housing sector. The client covers everything from ferraces to luxury houses. ( it
LEICESTERSHIRE VACANCIES

Cad Technicians Ref: 5101 Permanent/Contract

My dient is a prestigious multi-site proctice who are seeking 3 CAD Technicians fo augment their existing team. Ideally you will have a minimum of 3 years
experience in any architectural sector, and be fully conversant with AutoCAD.

The client gets involved in all areas of architecture including Domestic, Commercial, Retail and Leisure developments RD RECRUITMENT
Senior Technician Ref: 5077 Permanent/Contract
Prestigious Client is able to offer a rare opportunity fo join their team. You must have a wide ranging experience. In return, you are offered an outstanding working (RUGBY LTD)
environment, coupled with projects many can only dream about Dave Smith
CHESHIRE VACANCY Tel: 01788 57284
Architectural Technician Ref: 5103 Permanent or Contract Mob:
You will be working from the Warrington office of a major housebuilder. You will have a background in housing or Residential apartments. Working in a technical 07802 801558
dept you will be responsible for a set portfolio of house/apartment types which you will be expected to monitor and improve Fox: 01788 578605
YORKSHIRE VACANCIES pass
CAD Technician Ref: 5088 Permanent :
If you have a background in the housing sector and are seeking a challenging move this could be the job for you. The client is seeking someone with experience dove. smiti@
of large scale housing developments, who is seeking career development. rdrecruitment co.uk
Cad Technician Ref: 5061 Permanent Trioka House, East
My client is seeking Autocad Technicians with 3 or more years experience for various long term projects Union St, Rugby
If you would like more information please call Warks CV22 6A)

Please call Chris
The Right Candidate HILL MSGLYNN

www.hillmcglynn.com

or Lucy for details

BIRMINGHAM

Tel 020 7505
6803

Architectural Technicians x 4

OLIVER MORGAN
AcpaGenel T E C T &

Small established architectural practice in Battersea Square SW11 working on a variety
of high value private residential projects requires

Architects. Applicants should be technically competent with a developed design ability
and practical experience in running a job from inception to completion.

Assistant Architect. Minimum one year post Part I with well developed graphic
sensibilities.

Architectural Technician - arc Both positions require proficiency in Microstation and an ability to draw in pencil.

Thic Pract Gl P C.V. with covering hand-written letter to:

Nicole Harris, Oliver Morgan Architects, 3 Cotswold Mews, Battersea Square,

London SW11 3RA

t

AGP

Manchester

Architect &
Snr. Architectural Technician

9th Floor, Edgbaston House, 3 Duchess Place
Hagley Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B16 8NH
Tel: 01214547766 Fax:01214547799

Anton Rodgers, AGP Architects Ltd
Albion Wharf, Albion Street

Email: birmingham@hillmcglynn.com Manchester M1 5LN
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Details are available from the
RIBA Competitions Office,

6 Melbourne Street, Leeds
LS27PS,tel 0113 234 1335,

fax 0113 246 0744, e-mail
riba.competitions@mail.riba.org

MARSHCROFT CENTRE
Expressions of interest are invited
for a competition to rebuild the
Marshcroft Early Years Centrein
the London Borough of
Hammersmith & Fulham, to
create a state-of-the-art facility
delivering a multidisciplinary
service for children, their families
and the wider community. The
deadline 26.11.02. Contact the
RIBA Competitions Office.

BUILDING CONDITION SURVEYS
Building Condition Surveys to
the non-housing stock of Leeds
City Council. Likely to include
libraries, sports centres, museums,
galleries, public buildings,aged
persons'homes,and light
industrial estates.Contact Julie
Brennen, Leeds City Council,
Department of Legal Services,
Corporate Procurement Unit,4th
floor West, Civic Hall, Leeds LS1
1UR, tel 0113 247 4088,fax 0113
247 4677,e-mail julie.brennen@
leeds.gov.uk.Questionnaire Allan
Farrell,tel 0113 247 5486, ref
EU/2786.Application by 25.11.02.

HOUSING MASTERPLANNING
Masterplanning design teams to
undertake and manage arange
of services for development of
social housingintheE3and E14
postal areas of London.Contact
Rob Hannabus, Poplar Housing
and Regeneration Community
Association, 167A East India
Dock Road, London E14 OEA, tel
02075100573,fax 02075 108586,
e-mail Rob.Hannabus@Poplar
Harca.co.uk. Application 29.11.02.

Richard Haut operates the
weekly ‘competitions’ e-mail
service —telling architects about
thousands of projects that they
can apply for across Britain,
Ireland and Europe.

Tel 00336723183 86,e-mail
hautrichard@hotmail.com,

web http://communities.msn.
com/RichardHautscompetitions
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recruitment

At the Construction

Careers Event leading
Lo o kl n g fo r a j o b ? co_nstruc-!io.n companies

will be aiming to fill

their vacancies.

It's your chance to
turn the tables on the
employers. You ask
the questions - and
target the companies
you'd really like to
work for.

Turn the tables...

Interview
the industry

SPECIAL FEATURES

Internet Zone
[sponsored by Synergy Malla)
Seminars
[sponsored by Fawkes & Reece)
CV Surgery
[sponsored by Hill McGlynn)

Registration is free - Reserve your place now
Online: www.constructioncareersevent.co.uk or Tel: 0870 787 6242

XY

;t\g

THE CONSTRUCTION
CAREERS EVENT

The Paragon Hotel, London SWé
8-9 November 2002

Organised by:
)  costncionNens
gee® | €2

Companies Recruiting Include:

™ Babtie BalfourBeatty C Barhale 5& British

Waterways

B @ 6P aifford

]

Halcrow 1 ucoes oms @ KBR morgan=est

y
€ carillion

GLEESON

noRwesT @
HOLST

Supported by:

e
2 (Y wracs /i BawsP

SKANSKA
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Recruitment enguiries Recruitment eaguiries Deadlines:

Lucy Herdsman Chris Deviin Recruitment advertisements in the AJ can bookings: Spm monday

Tel 020 7505 6803 Tel 020 7505 6737 be found on our Internet recruitment copy: Spm monday
Fax 020 7505 6750 Fax 020 7505 6750 service www.CareersinConstruction.com artwork: 12 noon tuesday
e-mail: lucy herdsman@emap.com e-mail: chns. devin@emap com cancellations: 12pm monday

Architect & PT1/2 DAVID HAYES chartered architect John Baxter Associates

ARCHITECTURAL Architectural Assistant

[ake out a text—only ired to f "
equ1re 0 Iorm new team S Bisy Did > Fediiies Haatsvated Part 2
ASSISTANT Small busy practice l%qurL\ motivated Part 2

advertlsemer_wt In a within office. To work on multi 3 j#
box this size million pound project building. | S v tr
rboCAD/MiniCAD/ArchiCAD 7
(40mm x 42mm) vt ety g
; > o 3 c.v. to fax. 01647 433816
at the Iﬂtl’OdUClOFy Please send CV and examples

: of work to: . email:
price of John Simpson and Partners dh.architect@btopenworld.com John Baxter
£8O OO VAT 20G . Springwood Studio, John Baxter Associates
. (exc ) i ireat James St, London or Murchington. Chagford, 58 Streatham High Road, London SW16 1DA
Jsprarchitects@btinternet.com Devon TQ13 8HJ Telephone: 020-8769-6561

Architectural Assistant or equivalent. Initiative,

Looking for a job?

THE CON
CARECI !

Turn the tables...

Interview
the industry

Online: www.constructioncareersevent.co.uk or Tel: 0870 787 6242

Friday 8th November 2002 Saturday 9th November 2002

11.00-11.30 KBR

p- ¢ » S s
The Diverse World of Engineering 11.00-11.30 Gifford & Partners

Career balance at Giffard
11.30-12.00 Skanska Construction
A Career in a Global Economy 11.30-12.00 Skanska Construction

12.00-12.30 Tony Gee & Partners A Career in a Global Economy

The Falkirk Wheel
12.00-12.30 WSP

12.30-13.00 Hill McGlynn - Jarrid Lee & Mike Bower Delivering Solutions for Career Success
'Get That Job'
12.30-13.00 Hill McGlynn

13.00-15.00 Construction Industry Council e ’
Get That Job

Construction Industry CouncilVideo Event
The Construction Industry Council will screen a

13.00-13.30 The Clancy Group Plc

recruitment video showing the diversity and challenges % 3
A Career at Clancy Docwra

that a career in the construction professions offers

le.
young people 13.30-14.00 Balfour Beatty

15.00-15.30 Costain Career Opportunities with Metronet
Building Awareness
14.00-14.30 Railtrack

Experiencing the attractiveness of an engineering

15.30-16.00 Railtrack

Experiencing the attractiveness of an engineering

) : career in the railway industr
career in the railway industry 4 4

16.00-16.30 Babtie 14.30-15.00 JacobsGibb
Safety in Tall Buildings - Lessons learned from WTC People are our Greatest Asset

16.30-17.00 Gifford & Partners
15.00-15.30 Royal Posford Haskoning
17.00-17.30 WSP Thinking in all Dimensions

Delivering Solutions for Career Success

17.30-18.00 Environment Agency
We want to be more prepared than ever

15.30-16.00 KBR
The Diverse World of Engineering
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Recruitment enguiries
Luey Herdsman

Recruitment enquiries Deadlines:
Chris Deviin Recruitment advertisements in the AJ can bookings
Tel 020 7505 6737 be found on our Intemet recruitment copy Spm monday
Fax 020 7505 6750 service www.CareersinConstruction.com artwork 12 noon tuesday
e-mail: chris devin@emap.com cancellations: 12pm monday

5pm monday
Tel 020 7505 6803
Fax 020 7505 6750
e-mail: lucy herdsman@emap.com

Adrem Recruitment Limited
41-42 Foley Stree

London W1W 7TS

T: 020 7436 1616

E

www.adrem.uk.com

ARCHITECTURAL
ARCHITECTURE

¥ . |
|
Tamsyn Curley

RECRUITMENT Delwar Hossain

Natasha Jowett

Architect Central London £to 35K

! This leading London practice has maintained a steady growth over the past five
‘i years. They are now seeking to appoint a recently qualified architect to join
their busy friendly team. Successful candidates will have 1-3 years' post part 11
experience, fluent AutoCAD skills and a sound technical knowledge as well as
strong design flair. Working within a close-knit team, you will be responsible for
a commercial new build project from planning application stage to completion.
Strong client liaison skills are essential, and a creative, innovative approach to
contemporary workplace design is also a must. The practice offers profit related
bonuses, pension and a healthcare scheme. Excellent long term prospects.

Arch Asst/Cad Technician West London £20 p/hr Ltd

Our dlient is a well-respected practice with a range of new build primary care
trust schemes. Due to the retention of a prestigious client, they are looking to
appoint an experienced assistant or Cad technician to join their busy team.
Working on projects from planning application stage, you will have excellent
design ability and the technical knowledge to take the projects through to
working drawing stage and onto site. AutoCAD or Microstation fluency essential.
Excellent long term prospects and a very pleasant working environment.

INTERIORS
Matthew Nowell

2

TEMP DESK
Lindsay Urquhart

SECRETARIAL
Jill Showell

ion

Personne! pic

(RovLe

architects

Recruitment for

We have ongoing requirements for a range of staff, Archut'ect.ure e De;lgn
from Project Architects to Cad Technologists. To discuss For vacandies in the following areas
your options in the strictest confidence, please contact: London

Sally Winchester on 01908 672 906 or email 0208 9016701 8.00am-6.30pm

swinchester@quayarchitecture.co.uk 07900 051078 till 10.00pm

Choose the agency that is different. Call now for a discussion Essex & East Anglia
with someone who really understands your aspirations. 01245 254702 8.00am-6.30pm
www.quayarchitecture.co.uk 07730 928763 till 10.00pm
Northern Home Counties
0208 9016702 8.00am-6.30pm
07879 485736 till 10.00pm

truct

careers

INn cons

truct

The UK's
leading
online
construction
recruitment
service

www.careersincons

DF THE @ INTERNET SERVICES
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Prolect Archltect

Archite

candidate will
from feasibility to completion H|
team player and looking for a pr

Salary: £28-32k

Location: N. London/Hertfordshire Borders

)Ll()

S()\JNI

Ref: 4723

0 ——
u division
. Archltectural Technician Hygeia, 66-68
: Med AutoCAD based pract equires an architectural Harrow, Middlesex HA1 1BE
n existing team working or ssidentiz Tel: 0208 861 3000 Fax: 0208 901 6717
o project yerience of WD packages on ¢ Emall: archifecture@coyles.co. | I-w
P 3 schemes essential. Good progress
Salary: £23-27 k ALEXANDER DESIGN
Location: N. London/Hertfordshire Borders requires

A fully qualified Architect
An Architectural Technician
An Architectural Assistant (Part Il)

To join an expanding practice
with excellent opportunities to
put strong design skills into
practice. Salary Negotiable.

Please apply in writing with A4
examples of your work to :

23 City Business Centre

Hyde Street, Winchester
S023 7TA

Adrem Recruitment Limited

Contact Lindsay Urquhart
for contract vacancies
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Deadlines:
bookings

Recruitment enquiries
Lucy Herdsman

Recruitment enquiries

Chris Deviin

Tel 020 7505 6737

Fax 020 7505 6750

e-mail: chris. deviin@emap.com

Spm monday
copy 5pm monday
artwork 12 noon tuesday
cancellations: 12pm monday

Recruitment advertisements in the AJ can
be found on our Internet recruitment
service www.CareersinConstruction.com

Tel 020 7505 6803
Fax 020 7505 6750
e-mail: lucy herdsman@emap.com

A world of opportunities

at your fingertips

Architectural Technician
To £28,000 Bedfordshire
This frailblazing professional services company with clients in both the public

and private sectors are looking to appoint an experienced Technician to offer a
comprehensive support service fo an established Building Surveying Team.

Reporting directly to the Senior Building Surveyor, you will need an excellent
understanding of AutoCAD in order to produce all draughting quickly and accurately
from initial scheme design through to full working drawing packages. Additionally,
there will be the opportunity to help develop the CAD skills of your colleagues.

»

Architect & Architectural
Assistant / Technician

You will need fo have the organisational skills to, at all times, remain client focussed
and be able to deliver projects on fime and within budget. With a sound technical
understanding you must be able to demonstrate an excellent knowledge of UK
Ref. 502035

production dr

GG RGO RLE -t trs @l Building Regulations and cument construction techniques.
architectural practice, candidates
should have proven commercial
experience within the residential
leisure and retfail sectors. A superb

rking knowledge of AutoCAD is also
essential

Ref. $§02022/502023

For further information on these and other vacancies
please contact Stuart Ocock.

rei: 020 8603 1818

Email: archperm@bbt.co.uk

BERESFORD BLAKE THOMAS

Stephenson House, Cherry Orchard Road, Croydon, CRO 6BA

View our website for a
complete list of vacancies

intrents (Holdings) Group of Compc

*

SOUTH BANK
UNIVERSITY

Faculty of the Built Environment *LONDON"

Put your career on the fast track with an undergraduate, oueh Bank University
offers flexible, relevant
courses at the heart
of London, only
minutes away from the
professional, social
and cultural facilities
of the capital

postgraduate or professional qualification. Our
programmes offer a variety of entry levels and a range
of awards by full and part-time study.

01483 303017
LGC information

@ BA (Hons) Architecture RIBA Part |

® PgDip Architecture RIBA Part ||
— specialist areas include Transition &
Landscape, Architecture &
Detail/Culture/Sustainable Design

® Professional Practice RIBA Part |11
— series of 12 lectures, | evening/week, in

The Authority experts

e

AutoCAD Courses

Personal Tuition: the fast way to learn

preparation for Part ||| examination

For further details and
application forms please
contact the Course
Enquiries Office

020 7815 7815, or
Rabia Ghuznavi,

Course Administrator,

® RTPI Accredited routes:
BA Urban and Environmental Planning
MA, PgDip, PgCert Town Planning

® Other courses:

PgCert Specialised Planning Studies,
Environmental Policy, Regeneration, Urban Design

MA/MSc Built Environment Studies

design your course around your own|interests

PhD, MPhil by full or part-time research

CENTRAL TO YOUR

020 7815 8340, email
ghuznar@sbu.ac.uk
South Bank University,
Faculty of the Built
Environment, 202-230
Wandsworth Road,
London SW8 2)Z.

SUCCESS

7 Novermber 2002

Courses tailored to your requirements
Training by experienced CAD architect
Daytime or evening courses available
2-D & 3-D AutoCAD drawing service
Central London location

020 7266 2506, 0790 5376549 dp_arch@yahoo.com
CAD Training Service
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CMA

znn Construction
, Marketing Awards
London Zoo 4 December 2002

sit there...

Book for the Construction
Marketing Awards and attend the
conference free of charge

Booking form

Pleasereserveme _____ places al the CMA 2002 Awards and Gala Dinner

Please reserve me places at the CMA 2002 Seminar

| enclose my cheque for £ (made payable 1o Emap Communications Ltd)

Please debit £ tommy [Visa [JMastercard (] Switch
Postcode
Card No iry Date
Tel Fax

Send to: Magda Mojsa, Emap Construct, 151 Rosebery Avenue,

[ Piease invoice my company PO No.

Soehee o LeSion ECIR 488 o fax te 129 7508 G880




HALDANE UK

b"n

'~V

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 301

Wellman has designed,
supplied and installed kichens
in a 200 year old mill
conversion near llkley,. The
development of 15 homes by
Country and Metropolitan

| used Wellman'’s light maple
laminate cabinets with wenge
laminate worktops in the show

| apartment.The contemporary
layout uses one of the original
iron columns as a dividing
post between living areas.

AJ ENQUIRY ND: 303

Haldane UK, specialists in
manufacture and installation
of specialist handrails has
completed this flagship store
for Gucci owned Bottega
Veneta.The project called on
Haldane to install a kidney
shaped spiral handrail with
associated ramps and ends
made from American Black
Walnut. Haldane completed
the project from enquiry to
installation in just 10 days.

AJ ENQUIRY ND: 302

Accoustic products specialist,
IAC has three new types of
room dividers, ranging from
38 to 59dB. Being sold under
the comany's Trackwall brand,
the new systems allow spaces
to be subdivided quickly and
N = effectively and are suitable for
A all types of commercial,
0 AL leisure, municipal and

industrial buildings. IAC offers
a complete design, fabrication
and installation service,

ENESS LIGHTING SYSTEMS

A

AJ ENGUIRY ND: 304

One of the UK's leading
lighting specialists , Eness
Systems has manufactured
this lighting solution in

4 association with M&E Services
Design Consultants RSP for
Scottish National Heritage. The
‘raft’ concept was specifically
designed to integrate with the
ergonimics of Battleby House’s
multifunctional conference
and lecture theatre while
providing maximum flexibility.

iNteriors direct

%
\ )‘\( )
HOLLOWAY
WHITE ALLOM

Tel:02074993962 Fax:02076291571
Email: derek.a.ednie@laing.com
Web: hollowaywhi
Holloway White Allom Ltd, 43 South Audley St
Grosvenor Square, London W1K 2PU

co.uk

Whether itis the meticulous renovation
of a beautiful listed house or the
redecoration of amuch loved home,
HWA Fine Finishes bring you the

highest quality workmanship and
unrivalled craft skills, backed by overa

century of experience.

LIGHTING

®
! i
MOODULAR LIGHTING INSTRUMENTS
Contact: Ulysse Dormoy, Modular UK
Tel:02076819933
Fax:02076819943
Website: ww,modular-lighting.co.uk

Modular Lighting has a reputation for

i tion and llence, combined

with high quality service.The

company manufactures high quality,
dern luminaires, lighting sy

and accessories designed with flair

and innovation.

BLINDS

Wnluh:

leading commercial
window blind wmﬁl the UK,
specialising in providing interior
window treatment solutions for any
req\_ximnm

are Tower 42, mry Wharf
Tower and most recently Citigroup
Tower at Cm“hrf providing
aver 16000 blinds throughout the

Telephone: (01727) 840001
www.claxton-blinds.com

LIGHTING

SEE BNEAR ANE BUPFPLUAN 57 EPES AL AT LIBRTINE BASELCIA

The Light Lab Ltd.

Bl re Studios, 61-71

Collier Street, London,N19BE
Tel:02072782678 Fax:0207427 2363
www.thelightlab.co.uk

The Light Lab specialises in
architectural lighting features,
utilising the most innovative
products including fibre optics and
LED's. Offering a complete de
supply and installation service for
colour walls and other bespoke
lighting solutions and effects.

FURNITURE

GE Carpentry Services Ltd
Unit 5, Forge Industrial Est

Maesteg, Nr. Bridgend, CF34 08A
T: 01656 730070 F: 01656 737885

[« il: all Itd.uk
Tel: 0207379 7288 Fax: 020 7240 2080
Website: www .atrium.itd.uk Contact:
tek 01656 730070 fax:01656737885
Atrium is a major force in furniture
solutions and has been supplying sqft
quality, modern furniture for well 2500 architectsand D&B clients the
over 25 years,During that time, fadility of viewing doors
Atrium has builtan enviable ironmongry inits natural state.Clients
reputation for high quality, well- H-g;vm“h
designed n afull structural opening and scheduling
withoxemphrycustomﬂmvke. service by adedicated team of FIRAS
accredited fixers.

FURNITURE

LIGHTING

RYM

BYE FOr desiGn
20 8 215t Contury Living - Vintage to Modern + Sales & Hire NG -
T 020 87520457
RYM Sales & Marketing
www.eyefordesigngb.com 12 Cherry Trees, Stanbridge Road Terrace,
Leighton Buzzard
i tive divish " Bedfordshire, LU7 4QU
An wmmmd24 T 01525385511 F 01525378777
mmmﬁm or E sales@rym.u-net.com
a
RYM Lighting offer a unique low voltage
;“'E Mﬁwl i Alargeselection steel co-ax system, a mains wire system,
pits ilable.EFD can id beautiful decorative floor and wall lights.
mm’“‘dmw We work with professionals on projects
t and supply whatever lighting is

appropriate to the client’s needs.




LONDON EIl STUDIO SPACE

Good location

Clear 500 sq.ft. at £12/sq ft on flexible terms
Phone Martin 020 7702 7558

Office Office space - SEI

accommodation
Clerkenwell comfortable
offices available on
2 floors total 600 sf
£15,000 pa all in.
Alan Taylor 020 7251 3222

Space to let in converted Victorian
printing works near Waterloo.
Open-planunit shared by creative
businesses, but opportunity to
model space to suit.

From 400ft2 to |,400ft2, available
immediately. Competitive rates.
Ring Liam on 07973 412 477.

SURVEYORS

ABC MEASURED SURVEYS

ANY SIZE OR TYPE OF BUILDING, ANYWHERE IN THE UK
ACCURATE LASER-SURVEYS DRAWN ON CAD
OVER 7 MILLION SQFT ALREADY COMPLETED
PLANS, ELEVATIONS, CROSS SECTIONS, SITES

WE CAN SAVE YOU TIME AND MONEY
CALL: 0208 41 600 41
or E- mail frics2000@aol.com for a quote

(3 rRICS

' Laidler

10 Dover Road,
Worthing,

West Sussex,

BN11 5NR.

Tel: (01903) 504337

) www trevorlaldler co.uk
info@trevorlaidlor.co.uk

DAVID HOARE

ARCHITECTURAL ILLUSTRATOR

QUALITY EXTERIOR &
INTERIOR

PERSPECTIVES

AND PRESENTATION
DRAWINGS
both detailed and loose conceptual
sketches in colour and b/w
PHONE FOR COLOUR BROCHURE
Tel/Fax: 020-8852 7508

24 7632 5059

s.demon.co.uk

bande & alonso
architecs

IF YOU HAVE A PROJECT IN SPAIN AND NEED A
SPANISH PARTNER...

WE ARE WHAT YOU NEED

CONTACT US ON: TEL +34 600 569 713

E-MAIL: bandealonsotmundo-r.com
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MODEL MAKERS

ADAD. have expert knowledge AD.A.D. Honlcy-on -Thames
in producing all types of model in St <o e
wel ipped workshops. Please contact Anfony Ducket

Tel: 0149) 574350 Fax0149] 571544
A relioble ond fost service s Email:antonyduckett@aniony
guaranteed for detalled or block desian.demon
models and repairs.

Contact
STAN AUBERTIN

20b Tower Workshops
58 Riley Road, London SE1 3DG

Telephone: 020 7394 7866
Facsimile: 020 7394 6798

———y
SUSSEX

MODELMAKERS

e |
Arundel, England
+44 (01243) 554021

Est. 15 years
Contact Peter Bond
Decent prices for excellent models

...FULL DETAIL MODELS

..QUICK STUDY MODELS

ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS
ROBERT DANTON-REES

Unit 8, The Hanger, Perseverance Works
38 Kingsland Road, London E2 8DD

MODELS
MODELS
MODELS
MODELS
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Classified 2
Mike McSweeney
Tel 020 7505 6816

Fax 020 7505 6750
e-mail: mike. mcsweeney@construct. emap.com

MODEL MAKERS

KANDOR MODELMAKERS

e

THE MODELMAKERS

3 Marlow Workshops, Arnold Circus, London E2 7JN
No1 Berry Place Sebastian st ¥
ESEssss——— LONDON EC1V OHE s

t 020 7739 7933 €020 7739 7195
020 7251 6366 Fax0207608 3356 :
“ e info@3dd.co.uk

()

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

01892 835051 N,

Architectural Presentations

Modelmakers

3“ Mode.‘ln.ﬁake rs

Ay

18 Hewett Street t 0207377 6127
Landon f 0207377 68129
e: workshop@flicmodels.com

ECEA SNN w: www flicmodels.com
Architectural Modelmakers

PIPERS

Concept | Planning | Marketing MODELMAKERS Tel: 020 8533 6592

For all your modelmaking requirements, LONDON L INVERNESS
contact Nick McKeogh. P

.
X

+44 (0) 1344 876776

SPPON (I"I'A\ AMawaoS

27-35 Bevenden St
London N1 6BH

Tel 020 7250 0530
Fax 02072510134
Email studio@ pipers.co.uk

www.pipers.co.uk
E mail: models@combermodels.demon.co.uk
QUALITY Y SPEED Y RELIABILITY
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classified

3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION

PHOTOMONTAGE IMAGES  INTERIOR & EXTERIOR VISUALISATIONS  WALKTHROUGH ANIMATION

Designhive

Mill Lane Studios
Mill Lane
Godalming
Surrey GU7 1EY

Tel: 01483 422070
Fax: 01483 422786
info@designhive.co.uk
www.designhive.co.uk

SPLINTER DESIGN COMMUNICATIONS

CONTACT NICK HOWE
T: + 44 (D) 151 709 9055

E: 3D@SPLINTER.CO.UK
WWW.SPLINTERVISUAL.CO.UK

Wells Visualisation
QQMI & Traditional Image Creafion
& Conceptual Image Design

PN "

3d | new media

1020 7250 3999
www fourthdimension.uk.com

= lightwelt

visualisalion
intenor visualisation specialists

quicktime VR panoramic tours
“" & lighting d¢

—

simulations}

info@lightwell.co uk
www_lightwell co.uk

0800 083 8950

OreYT st nsav
e '

IAL R A L1e, L3ET

T 020 8446 7782
www.cubestudio.co.uk
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Cost Effective Virtual Models
Walkthroughs and Visuallsation

I Te— 28 &
N 4 uﬂ' E

+44 (0)1604 604577
www.engineeringanimation.co.uk
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Classified enquiries
Mike McSweeney
Tel 020 7505 6816

Fax 020 7505 6750
e-mail: mike. mesweeney@construct. emap.com

SURVEYORS

The Art of Measured Survey

Providing high quality measured
building survey services
to architects for over 30 years.

Michael Gallie & Partners

LAND & MEASURED BUILDING SURVEYORS

2 ROSEBERY MEWS, ROSEBERY ROAD, LONDON SW2 4DQ
TELEPHONE: 020-8674-1111 FACSIMILE: 020-8671-9575

A Specialists in SURVEYS OF

GEOMATICS  BuILDINGS

management 4 Stteoftheart cAD

through A QUALITY SERVICE, tailored
toyourneeds

measurement

CO-ORDINATED PLANS,
SECTIONS & ELEVATIONS

TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEYS
AND LAND MODELLING

PRECISION DATA 100%
TO YOUR SPECIFICATION

[T Ty
CALLIDUS

BUILDING SURVEYS LTD

Lot oguaduo i)

SPECIALIST MEASURED
BUILDING SURVEYORS

ACCURATE » DEPENDABLE * PUNCTUAL

DALTON HOUSE . 60 WINDSOR AVENUE .
FAX:020 8543 6664

TEL:020 8543 8884

LONDON . SW19 2RR

Email: info@callidusbs.com Website: www.callidusbs.com

PART L SERVICES

PART L2
Having trouble with Compliance?
Give flexibili r design
comply uslng he (!,w g Io!T'
Calculation

L2 Compliancy Documentation for
ALL Pu blic, Retail, and

Commercial Buildings.

Elemental, Whole Building and

FULL CECM with BEEM Software.

ce?

Compass WMEW
The Deanwater, Wamsiow

Wooalord
8K7 1RJ

C. Don Wett
T. 01625 540101
F 01626 549165
E dan weti@ce2 co vk

SURVEYORS

Plowman Craven & Associates
141 Lower Luton Road, Harpenden, Herts AL5 5EQ

el 01582765566 A fax 01582765370 A www.plowmancraven.co.uk

MASTIC ASPHALT WEBSITE

Where to go to find
out more about
mastic asphalt...

www.masticasphaltcouncil.co.uk

Mastic Asphalt Council

NEW 3D VISUALISATION

Exterior/Interior
3D Visualisations

& Animation

I 01621 78645¢

E: 3dinfo@digitald.co.uk
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Land and Architectural Surveyors
YOUR CHOICE FOR ALL YOUR SURVEY NEEDS
Specialising in

Topographical Surveys - For large and small
scale surveys using the latest high accuracy
robotic instrumentation and G.PS
Architectural Surveys -~ For plans and
elevations using SurBuild building survey
software on pen map hand held computers
Utility Surveys — For drainage and location of
all underground wtility services.
Photogrammetry - For accurate 31) models of
building facades, pipe works and areas of
difficult access

Kingsland Surveyors Limited
Chambers

Surrey KT22 8BN
Tel. 01372 362059

Fax. 01372 363059
www.surking.co.uk

ACOUSTIC CONSULTANT

HELMSIDE ACOUSTICS

Acoustic Consultant

For noise impact assessments, building acoustics,
sound insulation and transmission calculations,
PPG24, BS4142, etc

Noise at work surveys also undertaken
Helmside Acoustics, 88 Bleaswood Road,
Oxenholme, Kendal, Cumbria LAY 7EZ

Tel & Faxc 01539 735893 Mobile: 07919 255802

email: andrew(@vepers.freeserve.co.uk

Northern Base - National Coverage

SOFTWARE
Convert scanned
drawings to _CAD

27

Scan2CAD reads your scanned

In BMP, PCX, TIFF, CALS,

m. or PNG formats, or scans
ugg AQUIRE, then converts

them to for editing In your CAD.

It works with all drawing and scanner
wmm(mnu/w
on desktop scanners),

D Ll T8

Tel: 01223 42 43 42 L

Really Useful Software
for Architects

Sapper 6 Version
(BRE approved)
For use with Part L1
and Technical Standards
Part J.

BOTD Version 2
For use with Part L2

FREE DOWNLOADS
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archicharades

Summit style

he big names were out in
Tforce at last week’s Urban

Summit, graced
unexpectedly by chancellor
Gordon Brown, who made a
significant rather under-reported
speech, dealing with a host of
issues from stamp duty to the ‘third
way'for regional assistance
programmes. Politically, it was
Labour minus Blair, no doubt what
Gordon had in mind.
Conservationists were immediately
up in arms over Gordon's
announcement that Business
Planning Zones would indeed
come into being - provided the
relevant local authority wanted one
in its area. Given that he had
attacked the Tory enterprise zone
idea earlier in his speech, this all
sounded a shade hypocritical. BPZs
are, philosophically, pretty much
the same idea; the fact they are
voluntary is only really saying that
the most important wave of areas
have already been dealt with. One
question which did not get asked
at the conference concerns the
Thames Gateway, where one
million homes are planned. Here is
the question:Isn't this areain a
flood plain? Won't it require
massive infrastructure work to
bring it to acceptable levels (unless
the homes are built on stilts)? Why
can't we build the homes within a
real urban area rather than as an
outpost of Dagenham, which, as
the old joke has it, is two stops
short of Barking?

Right re:

ne fringe summit event
Ohighlight was a CABE
housing debate, on the

66 |the architects' journal

motion ‘This house does not
believe that house-builders possess
the skills necessary to build the
quality of and quantity of new
homes we require’ The highlight of
this was a thoughtful speech by
AHMM’s Simon Allford. Cleverly,
he started by appearing to defend
the poor old builders, wondering
why they were being attacked;
perhaps it was because they were
too successful, and succeeded in
dominating districts and planning
authorities: 'l have worked in
villages in England where | have
been told that a dormer was part of
the local vernacular when in fact
the first one appeared in 1991’ But
the real tenor of the argument
soon emerged: that house-builder
product is akin to the Lada or
Trabant in the bad old days. Allford
slammed the five great inventions
from the volume boys:thelink
road’; the ‘estate’; the forecourt’; the
‘strip uevelopment’;and the ‘en
suite at all costs, provided within
‘acoustically disastrous cramped
boxes which demand that their
occupants acquire new levels of
tolerance for both families and
neighbours. A lively debate ended
up with the motion being
supported on a ratio of 6:1. Some
measurements are useful.

Concrete result

rom the Seattle Post-
F Intelligencer last week:

headline - ‘English tourists
get eye-opener after winning trip
to Concrete’ The story begins: Two
Englishwomen who won a trip to
this little Upper Skagit city head
home today loaded down with
tulip bulbs, fleece blankets, scenic
calendars, flags and T-shirts that
say: ‘End of the world: 9 miles.

ympetition last PRk

Can you identify the famous architect

pulled out of the he

bubbly

Concrete: 12 miles.” They'll also be
taking home memories of a
generous community and
staggering scenery. ‘The
mountains are enormous,’ said
Janet Davies. I had absolutely no
idea of the scale of it all.” Davies'
daughter Imogen Gartrell won the
trip in a prize-drawing at a London
architectural exhibit touting high-
style uses for concrete. She invited
her mother along. ‘It's funny they
call it a city,’ said Davies. In
England, a city has to be
enormous.’ Their home town,
London, has more than six million
people. Concrete has fewer than
800. On their itinerary were a
church potluck (sic), a Kiwanis
meeting and a visit to the local
school. They also rafted down the
Skagit River, where they spotted an
eagle and a bobcat and marvelled
over the unpolluted water.
Everybody wanted a chance to
meet the new strangers. But Davies
and Gartrell didn't remain strangers
for long. ‘This place has a real sense
of community,” said Davies. ‘In
London, most people don't even
know the people who live on their
own street.’ Locals, who took a
good deal of ribbing over the
contest, felt vindicated by week’s
end. ‘People said there’s nothing to
doin Concrete,’ said 80-year-old
Verna McClure. ‘They laughed at us.
But we showed them, didn't we?’

Harris revisited

Voice from the Hall, curator

emeritus of the RIBA Drawings
Collection John Harris supplies
more reminiscences from his life in
architecture, especially as a
country house visitor (mostly
uninvited!) in Echoing Voices: More

I n the style of his entertaining No

Memories of a Country House
Snooper (John Murray, £17.99). Itis
like a series of anecdotes told by
someone at a party who keeps
topping up your glass. There are
walk-on appearances by the great
and (not so) good - Anthony
Blunt, Basil Spence and Paul
Mellon among them - and
glimpses of properties as far apart
as Prague and County Sligo. Along
the way are a couple of nasty
deaths (the archaeologist in Malaya
who falls onto poisoned stakes in a
pig-trap, the Argentinian aesthete
in Paris who trips on the cord of his
dressing gown), and plenty of digs
at Pevsner: ‘Nikolaus was never one
for crawling under barbed-wire
fences. It’s all great fun - the
Christmas-present problem solved.

Credit due

nformation reaches me that all
l did not run too smoothly on
Paul Hyett’s recent visit to

Finland. Arriving at the airport to
return to London, Hyett popped
into the terminal shop to pick up a
Bob Dylan album. The next thing
he knew, a pair of scissors
emerged from behind the desk
and the assistant has slashed his
Visa card in half. To make matters
worse, two security guards
appeared and escorted him away
(voluntarily) to face interrogation
about his use of a ‘stolen’ credit
card. After many phone calls, it
transpires that the institute’s First
Lady had lost her card the day
before, had reported it stolen but
had failed to inform the Great
Helmsman. All will be relieved to
hear that Helsinki’s finest were very
understanding and were
(eventually) happy to allow the
RIBA boss on his way.

astragal
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products

Readers may obtain information sbout these products by filling in the enguiry numbers on

one of the AJ enquiry cards. Advertisers wishing to promote their products on these pages
should contact Mike MoSweeney on 020 7505 6816

PAROC PANEL SYSTEM UK AJ ENQUIRY NO: 201

Paroc Panel System is a complete
solution for fire-resistant external
and internal walls and ceilings.
Paroc Panels are based on a non-
combustible and structural core
of stonewool bonded on both
sides with colour-coated steel
sheets to provide passive fire
protection throughout the
lifetime of the building. Paroc Fire
Proof Panels and related details
are approved for fire resistance in the UK. For information e-mail
Kevin.Keane@paroc.com or visit www.paroc.com

ACCENTHANSEN AJ ENQUIRY ND: 202

Steel door specialist
AccentHansen was
delighted to be included in
the highly acclaimed
multimillion-pound
restoration work on the
Victorian Southport Pier.
The pier, first opened to the publicin 1860, had boen closed for some
years and faced demolition, but after a ‘save our pier’ campaign, it
reopened this summer following repair and restoration.
AccentHansen, part of the £100 million Anglo-Scandinavian Group,
was awarded a contract to supply MultiShield and FireShield doors to
the end-of-the-pier WCs and baby-changing facilities.

shading solutions.
These energy-saving
window management
and shade alignment
systems provided
optimum solar
protection for Richard
Meier & Partners’ Getty
Museum.

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 203 | |FORBES AND LOMAX AJ ENQUIRY ND: 204
—— '
MechoShade offers a Invisible switches have flush-
complete line of manual, to-the-wall acrylic plates,
motorised, automated @ ',(w' allowing the wall colour to
and computerised solar- v show through. Other plate

finishes include frosted acrylic,
stainless steel, nickel silver
and unlacquered brass.The
invisible dimming system

is a remote-controlled,
scene-setting dimmer. Tel

020 7738 0202 or visit
www.forbesandlomax.co.uk
for more information.

THE NICKEL SILVER BUTTON

DIMMER CONTROLLE

THE INVISIBUE DIMMING

CITADEL AJ ENQUIRY ND: 205 |KINGSPAN AJ ENGQUIRY ND: 206

Citadel income protection Kingspan Insulation, market | \
- \

provides a weekly benefit leader in 21st-century \ i |

during times of iliness or

accident, Tax-free benefit is oo
available immediately from !
the first day of incapacity or
deferred to 26 weeks.
Members of this friendly
society will also receive a lump N|
sum upon retirement. For ‘Ul
information call 0121 ‘
449 6850 or visit

www.dengen,co.uk

insulation materials, has
published revised and
updated editions of two highly
popular guides - Building
Regulations for the
Conservation of Fuel and Power
and Timber Frame Walls -
Rethinking Construction. They
address the requirements of the revised Building Regulations and
illustrate remarkable cost savings available to forward-thinking
designers, installers and builders.

pESRE

\ -l

EMAILLERIE RHENANE

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 207

Emaillerie Rhenane is the leading
French company for vitreous
enamel on steel and stainless steel.
Those products combine the
mechanical properties of steel with
the qualities of glass. Non-
flammable, anti-graffiti, resistant
to corrosion, bacteria, chemicals
and extreme temperatures, their
aesthetic value and low weight make them ideal for facades and
indoor panelling. Emaillerie was chosen for La Villette, la Gare de
Lille, la Gare de Marseille, and the Cheung-Ching tunnel in Hong
Kong. Tel 020 7407 1157, e-mail info@emaillerie.com

SENIOR ALUMINIUM SYSTEMS

l.l ENQUIRY NII 208

F
The three-storey

Post Office SSL
call centre in
Barnsley was
enveloped with
more than
1,000m’ of Senior
Aluminium
Systems’ SCW
curtain wall to
createthe 12m- .
high glass facade. Powder-:oated grey, the curtain wall was
specified to incorporate SW 400 top-hung opening lights.




FREELANDER COMMERCIAL  With permanent four-wheel drive and 1500 litre cargo space, for any business climate
enquiry o2 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect
Range of fuel economy figures for Freelander mpg (I/100km): urban 31.0 (9.1) - 16.5 (17.2), extra urban 42.2 (6.7) - 29.1 (9.7), combined 37.2 (7.6) - 22.7 (12.4), CO, emissions 205 - 288g/km

THE LAND ROVER EXPERIENCE




