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'It promises to be the best new tower in 
London for well over 30 years.The

'A notable and shameful exception to the 
spirit of this event is the Royal Family. While 

computer power that ran amok on City Hall government departments and private
has been harnessed in the cause of beauty.' individuals throw their doors open for free,
I hi[>U Pe.innan on I osUt’s Swiss Kcisooiliis the palaces Still charge hefty entrance fees.' 
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news
BRIEF RECOVERY
NHS Estates has published a new 
guide for health trusts on the 
main components of the design 
brief for new healthcare build­
ings. The document, 'Advice', has 
been put together by Richard Bur­
ton with help from others, 
inciuding Sunand Prasad and 
Rory Coonan, and is intended to 
help the integration of good 
design at ail levels of the building 
process - strategic, project and 
operational. The document was 
published this week and is avail­
able by contacting Jane Crossley 
at NHS Estates on 0113 254 7101 
or e-mail jane.crosstey@doh.gsl. 
gov.uk. See editorial, page 20.

City set to Invade’ Tower Hamlets
London’s Tower Hamlets is readying itself for the 
widespread ‘invasion’ of the City of London 
through its eastern border. With as many as four 
skyscrapers already in the pipeline, the council’s 
planners are set to publish a new tall buildings 
policy that will open the floodgates for developers.

Several developers are already eyeing up land in 
Tower Hamlets close to the City’s eastern border, 
known as the City Fringe. The council’s planning 
department is dealing with the second highest num­
ber of applications for any local authority in the UK.

The AI has learnt that Broadway Malyan is 
developing a scheme for the Royal Bank of Scot­
land on Goodman’s Field in Whitechapel, likely to 
include a substantial tower development in its sec­
ond phase. Council insiders have also seen a secret 
70-storey skyscraper planned for the area that has 
already won support from the mayor’s office.

Other schemes include a huge four-phase pro­
ject by the Millbank Tower developer Tishman 
Speyer, which has two major new skyscrapers pro­
posed for later stages. And another major 
developer is also believed to be considering a 
record-breaking tower for Aldgate High Street.

The City of London has long seen the land east of 
its borders as potential for development, especially 
on the controversial Spitalfields site, which it owns.

But the need to find new space for the City to

colonise has gained renewed urgency due to the 
publication of Ken Livingstone’s draft London 
Plan. The plan urges developers to invest in the 
distant Thames Gateway area, a policy that threat­
ens the City’s future development.

And Tower Hamlets planners are determined to 
use the City’s expansion into areas adjacent to the 
Square Mile as a tool to trigger local regeneration.

Tower Hamlets’ head planning officer Keith 
Simmons stressed that the borough is prime for 
development because of its proximity to the City. 
‘Make no mistake, this is a massive opportunity 
for the local area and the council will be in the 
driving seat encouraging economic growth. As a 
result, we will ensure that we gain as many new 
jobs and new homes through planning gains and 
the use of section 106 agreements,’ he said.

However, Jemima Broadbridge, a campaigner 
against the development of Spitalfields Market, dis­
missed the benefits, saying City spread would have a 
‘horrific effect’ on locals. ‘It seems that the govern­
ment and local authorities will only listen to the 
interests of business, not the general population.

'The trouble is that Tower Hamlets is so poor 
that it has to agree to give planning permission 
and take the planning gain as a way of improving 
its social housing,' Broadbridge added.

CZECH ARCHIVE APPEAL 
The Czech Republic's Architec­
tural Archive is appealing for help 
to save its priceless collection of 
drawings and designs, following 
the widespread destruction in this 
summer's floods (AJ 29.8.02). 
Before the disaster, the archive 
housed 200 collections of draw­
ings, plans and documents 
amounting to half a million items. 
For details of how to contribute - 
both financial and technical help 
Is welcome - contact Tomas Zykan 
at the Czech Centre in London on 
020 7291 9921.

Ed Dorrell

n

EP APPOINTS RICK MATHER 
English Partnerships has app­
ointed Rick Mather Architects to 
design a new residential quarter 
in Milton Keynes. The 12.Sha site 
Is the only remaining undevel­
oped site in the town centre and 
will accommodate 1,900 homes 
and 4,000 residents.
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2.For the best jobs in 
architecture turn 
to page 49 or visit 
www.careersin 
cDnstruction.com

The Derek Lovejoy Partnership has produced this £20 miltion proposal for Tjuvholmen In Oslo. The 
landscape masterplan, prepared in collaboration with NielsTorp, creates three new urban waterfront parks, 
a museum island, sculpture parkand the Extreme North visitor attraction and exhibition gallery, which 
commemorates Norway's history of exploration and discovery. The practice said the proposals 'celebrate the 
exceptional waterfront location and environmental qualities of the site'.
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'The thinking behind the proposed 
Rugby International Airport is brilliant. 
It will require the extinction of two 
villages, burying the main railway line, 
culverting two miles of the River Avon - 
and, yes, the area is a flood plain.'

20.9.02

'TheThunderbirds image is unavoidable 
but not necessarily pejorative... If the 
plan is approved, there is no doubt that 
the City would gain another iconic 
building.'
lay Merrick on Richard Rogers’projxjsed 122 
l.eadenliall Slreel lower. Iiuicpi'iuk'nl, 17.9.02

'There are only a very few 
buildings I have seen that are 
comparable to the aesthetic 
experience of music - Bramante's 
Tempietto and Fallingwater. 
Ralae) Wmoiy.AtUmtiai, Seplemher 
2002

♦ FOR A DAILY NEWS FEED ON THE LATEST ARCHITECTURAL GTORiES GO TO AJPLUS.CO.UK

ARCHIGRAM DUO WIN SPINK 
Two members of the Royal Gold 
Medal winning team Archlgram 
have won the RIBA's second Annie 
Spink Award for excellence in 
architectural education. Profes­
sors Peter Cook and David Greene 
have been Jointly awarded 
£10,000. They will receive the 
award at the RIBA on Tuesday 3 
December. o

There is still time to reserve yourtickets for the Stirling PrizeAwards presentation dinner at the Baltic in 
Gateshead on 12 October. The event will include the presentation of the Stirling Prize,the seven-strong 
shortlist for which was revealed a fortnight ago; as well as the AJ First Building Award; Stephen Lawrence 
Prize; RIBA Client ofthe Year; RIBA Journal Sustainability Award; and ADAPTTrust Access Award. Tickets 
cost £100 per person plusVAT and are available from Nancy Mills atthe RIBA on 0121 233 2S31, e-mail 
nancy.mills @membcr.riba.org. The dinner is supported by Corus CalzIp.Corus Colors, American Hardwood 
Export Council, Montagu Evans, SIV Recruitment and the Newcastle and Gateshead Initiative.

isiSIV in MONTAGU
EVANS

corus c-iwf/008

CITY OF CULTURE WINDFALL 
Research carried out by the 
Cardiff Business School has found 
that the winner of the competi­
tion to find the European City of 
Culture 2008 could benefit to the 
tune of £1 billion. The findings 
also concluded that up to 5,000 
Jobs would be created.

Elite lining up to redesign 
World Trade Center site
The cream of the world’s architectural community 
- including Daniel Libeskind, Tadao Ando, Massi- 
miliano Fuksas, Mario Botta and Brits Lord Foster, 
Sir Nicholas Grimshaw and Zaha Hadid - have 
entered ihe competition to redesign the site of the 
World Trade Center towers in New York.

They are included in a list, obtained by the AJ, of 
404 firms that have replied to the request for qualifi­
cation in what is becoming the most talked about 
design competition on the planet. Eighteen prac­
tices from the UK have put their names forward, 
including BA London Eye designer Marks Barfield 
Architects, John McAslan & Partners and Future 
Systems. And Alsop Architects and Ian Simpson 
are other UK firms which want to be a part of the 
Manhattan rebuilding plans to commemorate 11 
September, which include a memorial, tall structure 
to restore the spirit of the city, a new street grid, 
commercial space, housing and cultural elements.

International names on the list include the giant 
Woods Bagot from Malaysia and T R Hamzah & 
Yeang, famous for building its own range of‘biocli- 
matic towers’. Other famous practices include 
Bernard Tschumi Architects from New York, Philip 
Johnson - Alan Ritchie Architects, SOM, Arquitec- 
tonica, Diller and Scofidio, Richard Meier, plus an 
unusual joint effort from Shigeru Ban, Frederic 
Schwartz, Ken Smith and Rafael Vinoly.

Not surprisingly many of the applications come 
from New York - a total of 112 - with more than 250 
from the US as a whole. Some 37 per cent of the 
applications are from outside the US - from as far 
afield as Brazil, China, Israel and Lesotho.

The Lower Manhattan Development Corpora­
tion, which is running the competition, expects to 
shortlist five teams next week, all of whom will 
receive an honorarium of more than £26,000 to 
work up their plans. A final decision will be made 
next year.

A
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Q&A

30%
... of voters in a poll on the AJ's 
website think Edward Culllnan 
Architects'DownlandGridshell 
should win the 2002 Stirling 
Prize. The vote in full Is:

I

Gateshead Millennium Bridge
5%

Downland Gridshell
30%

Lloyd's Register of Shipping
= 2%

Hampden Gurney School
5%

Dance Base
26%

Ernsting Service Centre
American-based Pei Cobb Freed & Partners has won 
a competition to design the 220m 'Torre Espacio' 
tower, set to become Madrid's tallest skyscraper. 
The practice saw off competition from the Richard 
Rogers Partnership, Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates 
and Murphy Jahn Architects. The practice will 
work on the 56,250m‘ project - located on Real 
Madrid FC's old training ground - with the Spanish 
officeof UK architect Geoffrey Reid Associates, 
known locally as Reid Fenwick Architecture.

4%

Millennium Wing,
National Gallery of Ireland

28%

Respondents: 2,860 
We arecontinuing to run the 
poll this week. 
OR^frf*>’yourvlew at 
www.ajplus.co.uk

David Taylor
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Upton sides with unions in 
blast at PFI design standards

the government to make serious changes to the 
way it is carried out. Foxell said the PFI debate 
could be reaching a crucial stage, with a turning 
point on public procurement imminent. ‘I under­
stand that the government is about to instigate a 
policy shift on this,’ he added.

Foxell will present a proposed position paper 
on the PFI scheme for consideration by RIBA 
Council next week. It hits out at the ‘damaging 
emphasis’ on reducing the design stage of PFI pro­
jects to a matter of a few weeks. However, it also 
calls on the RIBA to do more to force reform of the 
scheme, saying it should campaign for adequate 
time to be given to the design stages.

CULLINAN BIRMINGHAM OK 
Edward Cullinan Architects has 
won permission from Birmingham 
City Council for its masterplans of 
Masshouse sites 3 and 7. The 
Masshouse scheme is a phased 
regeneration, aiming to develop 
the land between the totvn centre 
and the Eastside quarter of the city.

CABE chairman Sir Stuart Lipton has attacked 
design standards on Private Finance Initiative 
schemes, allying himself with the public sector 
union campaign for major reform to the procure­
ment method.

While the commission has spoken out before 
about PFI, this is the first time Lipton has found 
common cause with its strongest critics, the trade 
unions. And with the forthcoming publication of 
its report on procurement - Design and the 
Economic Appraisal of New Developments (AJ 
1.8.02) - now expected in mid-October, the 
speech represents a more outspoken attitude from 
the government agency.

Opposition to PH is also growing stronger 
throughout the construction industry. Last week, 
Amec announced a one-year moratorium on the 
scheme, saying it was proving almost impossible 
to make PFI profitable.

Lipton hit out at the effects of PFI at the Unison 
policy conference entitled ‘PFI: Failing our Future?’ 
He said it ‘is lai^ely failing to deliver the quality of 
public buildings that staff, users, visitors and the 
wider public deserve’. And he stressed that it is often 
public sector workers who are made to suffer. 
‘These workers are asked to meet ever-increasing 
demands for greater productivity and efficiency. To 
do so, they must be allowed to deliver services in 
buildings that are well designed and fit for that pur­
pose,’Lipton said.

He called on public sector trade unions to focus 
on the interests of a building’s staff, as well as the cost 
of construction and maintenance.‘All too often, PFI 
contractors seek to maximise financial return rather 
than the quality of public service,’ Lipton said. ‘It is 
up to you and your members to challenge govern­
ment and the private sector and demand the highest 
quality of working environments. It is only then that 
we will get the functional, beautiful and sustainable 
buildings that we all deserve.’

However, Lipton also said that trade unions 
should not fail to engage with PFI altogether: ‘I 
understand your antipathy to the process, but do 
not hide behind it.’

RIBA council member and procurement 
expert Simon Foxell, who also spoke at the confer­
ence, agreed that design standards achieved so far 
on PFI projects are ‘pretty dire’. And he called on

STREATHAM'S STREET SHAME 
Britain's worst street is Streatham 
High Road In London, according to 
a poll carried out by CABE and BBC 
Radio 4's Today programme. Listen­
ers to the programme and voters 
on the online'Streets of Shame'poll 
hit out at Streatham's main traffic 
junction, run-down shop fronts, 
broken lighting and 'an ever grow­
ing number of police signs 
advertising the occurrence of vio­
lent crime'.Other streets shortlisted 
were Commarket Street in Oxford, 
Drake Circus in Plymouth, Maid 
Marlon Way in Nottingham and 
Leatherhead High Street in Surrey. 
Newrcastle's Grey Street was voted 
the UK's best street. O

Ed Dorr^ll

Fulham's £70 million stadium 
plans on the ‘brink of collapse’
Fulham Football Club has admitted the Miller Part­
nership’s plans fora £70 million redevelopment of 
its Craven Cottage stadium may be shelved.

Fulham chairman Mohamed Al Fayed has 
warned that the club is increasingly frustrated at 
legal objections brought by local activist group the 
Fulham Alliance {AJ 15.8.02). Al Fayed admitted 
that if the objections do not end soon, the whole 
scheme could collapse.

And he said that the club’s forward planners are 
already looking for alternative sites for a new sta­
dium which, Al Fayed added, might be shared with 
another club.

Two months ago, Fulham was forced to put back 
the completion date for the new 30,000-capacity 
Craven Cottage from 2003 to 2004, due to two new 
challenges by local groups. The Fulham Alliance is 
appealing to the House of Lords regarding John 
Prescott’s decision not to call in the scheme. And it is 
also taking the London Borough of Hammersmith 
and Fulham to the High Court over its original deci­
sion not to block the development.

Locals object to the redeveloped ground, saying 
it will be damaging to the area. They also argue 
that the 22m-high structure will be completely out 
of place with its Thames towpath setting and other 
residential areas.

According to one Fulham insider, the scheme’s 
situation is already very perilous. ‘The longer this 
legal wrangling goes on, the more likely we are to 
drop the project. It is already balancing on a knife- 
edge,’ he said.

LIVERPOOL PIER HEAD VISION 
EDAW's masterplan for the regen­
eration of Liverpool's Pier Head 
area has been sent to the city's 
Executive Board for consideration. 
The plan 
local development agency Liver­
pool Vision 
infrastructure work and the site of 
the much-anticipated forth Grace 
(AJ 15.8.02).

commissioned by

includes major

CRYSTAL PALACE GETS SET 
A redeveloped Crystal Palace 
athletics track could form the 
centrepiece for a London bid to 
host the 2012 Olympic Games. 
Sport England has undertaken a 
feasibility study into the future of 
the famous arena and is in discus­
sions with Bromley council.

WEST 8 WINS GREEN PRIZE
The Harvard Design School has 
awarded the seventh Veronica 
Rudge Green Prize in Urban Design 
to Adrlaan Geuze's West 8 Land­
scape Architects for its Borneo- 
Sporenburg housing scheme in 
Amsterdam.

Alsop Architects has released the first images of 
its mixed-use refurbishment of the Grade ll-listed 
Victoria House in London's Bloomsbury Square. 
These'space age pods’provide additional floor 
space and rental value to the property. 
Southampton boat builder Blondeceli was 
commissioned to construct the pods because 
their shape and fibreglass structure mimic the 
hull of a boat. The pods will be suspended from 
the ceilings of two glass atria, with the larger 
pods providing two levels of office space each 
and the smaller ones utilised as meeting rooms. 
The overall renovation has produced nearly 
20,000m' of office space on the top seven floors of 
the building, 1,600m' of retail space on theground 
floor and space for a restaurant and a health club 
in the basement.

WOMEN'S LAUNCH PARTY 
The National Association of 
Women in Construction Is to host a 
party on 1 October at Centrepoint 
in London.The organisation - start­
ed in July - has attracted 100 
members and is preparing a men­
toring programme for newcomers. 
Visit www.nawlc.co.uk
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solid pine floors.

♦are we going s o

In this country softwood is not most people’s answer to the hard life of a wood floor.

But pine and spruce (from sustainable forests) ate pretty much the order of the day in 

countries like Sweden, Norway and Finland.

Even in public buildings, like Stockholm’s Vasa Museum, whose floor has already 

welcomed over 10 million visitors.

But then Nordic pine flooring's something special. Because we kiln-dry further - down 

to 8-12%, then we tongue and groove all four sides, then we offer a variety of thicknesses 

for laying onto sub-floors, or directly onto joists.

Whether ready-finished, treated with a water-based lacquer, or the traditional oil 

favoured by the Scandinavians, Nordic softwood floors can cake the hard life.

And priced between laminates and hardwoods, they’re a bit of a soft touch.

To find out more about Nordic softwood flooring, lacquers and oils, for a list of stockists 

and for advice on laying, visit www.woodfotgood.com or call us on 0800 279 0016.

imed. for good, is a pranotioiial campaign tpooscnd by ttw Nordic Timber Coandl tte FetBstry Comniuion. Ibe UK Sawn Wood Promoten. the linto Irade Fedsratjon, 
the Forastiy t limber Assadation. aid the Northern Ireland Forest Service. Ail members el wend, far gned. me commitlBd to sastainable forest ntanagemenL h each nf tbe 
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AF PLANS VISIONARY DEBATE 
The Architecture Foundation Is 
planning two new major events. 
'Architects as Visionaries' 
debate on the influence of design 
on normal lives - will be held this 
Saturday at the Whitehall Room In 
Earls Court 2, London. A seminar, 
'Teaching by Design', on how to 
achieve high standards in educa­
tional buildings, will be held on 3 
October at Steelcase Europe in 
north-west London. For details call 
020 7253 3334.

London-based architecture 
practice Fusion has designed 
the interior for Genevieve, 
a new bar in the capital's 
Netting Hill area.The bar, on 
Lonsdale Road, opens 
later this autumn witha 
capacity of 280. Fusion, 
which designed both the 
ground and first floor bars, 
drew Its inspiration from the 
work of Michael Czysz, 
designer of Lenny Kravitz's 
Miami home.

a
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SHELTER BENEFITS FROM AW 
Some 946 RIBA registered prac­
tices took part in 'Architect in the 
House' and 'Architect in the Work­
place' for Architecture Week in 
June. Some 8,093 people called 
the Architect in the House tele­
phone hotline, and 5,402 people 
were matched to an architect - 
raising a total of £108,040 in 
pledges for Shelter.

RIGS set to press Labour on 
housebuilding programme
The RIGS will be pressing ministers for more 
details of the government’s housebuilding pro­
gramme at a seminar at the Labour Party 
Conference in Blackpool next week.

The institute, which is running seminars at the 
conference, will question the government on its 
commitment to affordable housing. And it will 
warn government to be realistic about the role hous­
ing can play in the regeneration of communities.

Housing minister Tony McNulty MP will be 
speaking, along with London deputy mayor Nicky 
Gavron, with other MPs expected to attend.

Central to the RIGS agenda will be the role that 
good design, along with planning and political 
will, can play in the revitalisation of communities. 
It will also be pressing home the message that the 
answer to the housing crisis lies in high-density 
housing developments on brownfield sites.

Policy officer at the RIGS Stuart Poore said the 
event provided the ideal opportunity for those in 
the housing sector to air their views to government.

‘The most important context behind any hous­
ing event is how government is going to spread 
funding. Where is the £1.4 billion increase going to 
go? What are the government’s priorities to ensure 
ail housing reaches a decent standard by 2010?

‘We will also be tackling Nicky Gavron on her 
plans for housing within the London Plan,’ he 
added. The RIGS will argue that the 50 per cent 
affordable housing target is‘prohibitively high’.

Last year’s RIGS seminar featured a presenta­
tion from Lord Falconer, who used the

opportunity to give an early indication of what 
would be featured in this year’s comprehensive 
spending review.

Zoe Blackler

□pen House weekend draws 
crowds despite march clash
This year’s London Of>en House weekend attract­
ed the usual crowds, despite the event clashing 
with the Countryside Alliance march.

Crowd-puller Portcullis House, which stayed 
open last year despite 11 September, pulled out of 
Sunday’s event to avoid protestors. Nonetheless, 
7,000 managed to see inside Michael Hopkins and 
Partners' controversial building throughout the 
Saturday.

Director of Open House Victoria Thornton 
said she had appealed to the Countryside Alliance 
to pick an alternative weekend, but the group ‘was 
not amenable’. And although the march deterred 
some from braving it into the centre of town, the 
other buildings around the city took the overflow.

Some 10,000 visitors took the chance to visit 
Foster and Partners' City Hall, with queues holding 
fast until the doors shut on Sunday evening. And 
Richard Rogers Partnership’s Lloyd’s Register of 
Shipping was also popular. Knott Architects’ 
Lambton Mews received more than 500 visitors 
and Richard Burton’s house in Kentish Town more 
than 400.

Organisers are now turning their attention to 
fundraising to ensure the event continues - Lon­
don’s Evening Standard and BBC London have 
already pledged funding for next year.

Stephenson/Bell has released 
the first images of its 31-storey Q 
uayside Tower planned for the 
riverside in Newcastle fpictured). 
The primarily residential sky­
scraper last week won the support 
of CABE's design review commit­
tee. Planned for developer George 
WImpey City as a landmark tower 
to attract local regeneration, the 
tower includes 12,600m' of resi­
dential space, 680m' for bars and 
restaurants at the base, and a 
viewing platform at the top.

Whether you re a first timer or a seasoned runner, we will offer 
you help every step of the way. Why train and race on your own 
when we can offer comprehensive training advice and 
support race day hospitality, a post-race sports 
recovery centre, a good cause to fundraise for and 
great team spirit.
Don t delay, the ballot for 2003 closes in October. For 
information;

Run The
Flora
London
Marathon
2003

@ 0870 241 3565

or emaii msevents@mssociety.org.uk

Guaranteed places available MiMiie Setofos 3 Sodaty
for high level fundraisers.
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Two new ranges of slip resistant terrazzo 
tiles provide enhanced performance, whilst the 
riven texture adds a new aesthetic dimension
in terrazzo profiling

cfesigned specifically fo resolve rJXrl:I-*

the safety issue^l'^lating to

flooring rfacessu
?-

the latestColours encompass

directions for floori inng V, ir'

-'i,'such colour farnilies- ps feed;

'Blu0.*jsho^ herej'and Green.

' Naturals pfovide the subtle,

ndturqj^tones found in -LUne5|one

For more information, pieose contoct the Contracts Deportmenl ot Quiligotti Terrazzo Limited 

Tel; 0161 727 1 1 89 Fox: 0161 727 1 1 73 Email; david.9rotrix@pilkingtons.com Web; www.quiligotli.co.uk
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affordable aluminium.

Aluminium panels. 
Aluminium lock. 
Aluminium doors. 
Top pivoted in 
aluminium headrail. 
Bottom pivoted in 
aluminium foot, 
icon aluminium.
At a price that 
allows you to put 
quality cubicles into 
all types of building.

Poor foiwsd from 0.7mm anodised 
atuminium. tactory totded on (eading 
edges and bonded to a 25mm core.

Anodised etuminium loctc. locales in 
coTitirtuoys rtuminium leceivw tor 
strength and durability

Engineered alumirvum foot, 
concealed spring loaded open or 
closing mechanism.



t

I

\ thrislington cubicles
Contact: t +44 <0i1244 520 677

w www.^ns<in0u>ncubrctes com 
e mfoOthrislingtoncubKles com

Product: icon

Seal*: nts
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vital statistics Clare Meihuish reviews...
Gehl’s thinking on the 
quality of life in the city

out on the street, creating opportunities for infor­
mal meetings and people-watching - ‘seeing and 
being seen’ - which become all the more impor­
tant as the number of single-person households 
continue to rise.

By all accounts, this kind of lifestyle was not so 
easily acquired by the citizens of Copenhagen, but 
had to be learnt‘in small installments’, so that only 
today have they at last become ‘more Italian than 
the Italians’, wrapping themselves in blankets to 
keep themselves warm on their cafe chairs as win­
ter approaches.

The other key aspect is walking - and, as Gehl 
points out, ‘there is more to walking than walking’: 
it is a social process. Apparently walking has 
become such a hot subject in Copenhagen that 
whole conferences are dedicated to it, where once 
they would have been dedicated to traffic.

It is certainly very hard to imagine this happen­
ing in London, with its deeply ingrained car 
culture and inability to take any steps at all to resist 
the car’s domination of public life - bar the bitter­
ly controversial congestion charge. But it seems 
that Gehl has his eye on London too, with his 
remark that it ‘would be very interesting to do 
something in the city centre’.

Gehl says ‘usual practice is to make the build­
ings first’, but 'best practice is to consider life, 
spaces and buildings simultaneously’. Maybe, 
as another ‘No-Car Day’ goes by without any sig­
nificant reduction of traffic, that is a message 
London’s boroughs might give some thought to. 
Jan Gehl delivered the Urban Design Alliance lecture 
at the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors in 
London last Tuesday to mark Urban Design Week

SB September SOOS

• lntheUK/22percentof 
the male working population 
works more than 48 hours 
each week,compared with 
the European Union average 
of 11 per cent, the DTI has 
reported.
• Almost 50 per cent of 
householders with homes at 
risk from flooding 
completely ignore the 
hazard,the government's 
Environment Agency has 
revealed. While 95 percent 
of those facing the danger 
admit it is a serious issue, 
only 45 per cent believe that 
it relates to them and five per 
cent do anything about it.
• This year 2,600 properties 
in Britain are likely to be sold 
for more than £1 million, 
research for the Halifax has 
found. This figure is double 
that of 1999, when the 
number stood at 1,305.
• Nearly 76 per cent of the 
UK's top 100 architectural 
practices have seen their 
financial performance slip in 
the past three years, 
according to analyst Plimsoll 
Publishing.
14[the architects’ journal

Ian Gehl’s lecture for the Urban Design Alliance 
provided an appropriate prelude to London’s'No- 
Car Day’, showing how the city of Copenhagen 
has, since 1962, been successfully pushing back the 
car, so that by now‘the city is totally dominated by 
people having a good time’. The planners’ policy of 
removing two per cent of parking each year was 
based on the premise that ‘if you do it slowly, no- 
one will notice’. Today there is 'seven times more 
space for people than in the early ’60s’.

Gehl believes that ‘being on your feet is the key 
to quality in the city’, and ‘whether people are sit­
ting or walking is the sign of the quality of a city’. 
His ‘laboratory’ at the school of architecture of 
Copenhagen University has been engaged in sur­
veying and documenting the public life of the city 
for many years, and feeding back that data to the 
city’s planners.

According to Gehl, very few cities have that 
kind of data, and Copenhagen’s planners have said 
that without it they ‘would never have had the 
courage to go on’. Gehl points out that with an 
architectural project or traffic proposal the start­
ing point would always be a thorough survey, and 
argues that that should also be the case in develop­
ing strategies for public space management.

However, Gehl’s evocation of public life in the 
city seems to be a slightly uncritical endorsement 
of ‘cappuccino culture’. It is ail about cafe chairs
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De Stefano’s Birmingham 
skyscraper 'gets the chop’

just determined now that we should get some­
thing built,’he said.

The Miller Group is also expected to drop De 
Stefano + Partners from the scheme and to replace 
it with a UK architect. The developer has become 
frustrated with the US practice and British con­
struction and planning regulations. And it is also 
preparing to dump its local joint venture partner, 
Hampton Court, and take sole control of the 
scheme. ‘We have been seriously frustrated about 
the speed of progress so far and want to do some­
thing about it,’ Sutherland said.

The original design for the UK’s first mixed-use 
tower won planning permission in February 2000, 
but delays with the project’s finances have hin­
dered its construction. HOK International drew 
up the original masterplan for the site.

WELSH AWARDS CALL 
The Royal Society of Architects in 
Wales is calling for entries to Its 
Welsh Housing Design Awards. The 
deadline for the Welsh Assembly- 
backed scheme is 30 September. 
Call 029 2087 47S3 for details.

OIDTHE EARTH MOVE FOR YOU? 
The Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors has urged anyone wor­
ried their property was damaged 
in Monday's earthquake to contact 
a chartered surveyor.The organisa­
tion Is also advising that building 
insurance policies should be 
checked to ensure they cover dam­
age by earth tremors. (Chicago-based De Stefano + Partners’ £400 mil­

lion plans to build Europe’s tallest skyscraper in 
Birmingham have been drastically cut back by the 
developer. The original landmark scheme at Arena 
Central was designed to reach 50 storeys, overtak­
ing Cesar Pelli’s One Canada Square. But new 
plans are likely to go no higher than 25 floors.

Developer the Miller Group believes that inter­
est in ‘landmark’ buildings has waned since 11 
September, with fewer companies wanting to take 
space in skyscrapers. And it has decided that busi­
ness circumstances have changed in the city since 
the first proposal, and is no longer prepared to 
take the risk of a major tower.

The group’s director, Andrew Sutherland, said 
that realism has taken over the property market. 
‘The original designs were aspirational. We are

Ed Dorrell

Finns to launch competition 
for major timber housing
Finland is to launch an international competition 
to design low-rise, high-density timber housing in 
Helsinki. The competition, for between 50,000 
and 70,(K)0m’ of housing on a 15ha site, will be 
launched formally at the end of the year.

It is organised by the Wood in Culture Associa­
tion, sponsor of the Spirit of Nature Wood 
Architecture Award, which recognises the achieve­
ments of the best architects working in timber. This 
award was presented to Japanese architect Kengo 
Kuma at a ceremony at the Sibelius Hall in Lahti on 
Saturday. Visit www.spiritofhature.net for details.

Imke Woelk, formerly at Alsop 
Architects, and her partner Martin 
Cors have completed the refurbish­
ment of the foyer of Le Corbusier's 
Unlt4 In Berlin (pictured). The pair, 
who live In the building, have also 
converted their duplex apartment 
into a live/work unlt.O

Organised by
the architects' jounnsl

A one>day conference 
Thursday 17th October 

RIBA, London W1

ai

A one-day conference on how 
architects, engineers and manufacturers are 

meeting the challenges of the Part L regulations, and how 
tougher standards now In the pipeline will affect the way they design.

art L - Getting it right
The conference will be chaired by Paul Finch, Editorial Director 
of The Architects’ Journal and Deputy Chairman of CADE. 
Contrlbutorv will Includa architects, engineers and 
manufacturera. A elmple guide to Alpha calculations will be 
given by Brian Watson of CA Roofing and a question time 
session at the end of the day will include Austin Williams, 
Architect and Technical Editor of the AJ and Rab Bennetts of 
Bennetts Associates. Sponsored by

Places are limited so book now to guarantee your place. Per 
more information and a booking form contact Clare Bendon 
on 020 780S 6680 or email clare.bendon9emap.com. I,

tfkcom
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Scottish five to fight it out for 
£25,000 RIAS accolade

BRIDGING THETHAMES 
Lifschutz Davidson's second 
Hungerford pedestrian foot­
bridge over theThames opened to 
the public last Friday. The bridge- 
expected to carry seven million 
pedestrians a year - is designed to 
contribute to the regeneration of 
the South Bank. O

The shortlisted buildings are:
• Stirling Tolbooth, Stirling, by Richard Murphy 
Architects;
• Dance Base, Edinburgh, by Malcolm Fraser 
Architects;
• Mount Stuart Visitor Centre, Isle of Bute, by 
Munkenbeck -i- Marshall;
• Graham Square, New Build 3, Glasgow, by 
McKeown Alexander; and
• The New Byre Theatre, St Andrews by Nicoll 
Russell Studios.

The judges will include Gordon Davies, Profes­
sor Andy MacMillan, sponsor Andrew Doolan and 
Barcelona-based architect Benedetta Tagliabue. 
They will be looking for projects that show ‘innova­
tion, design excellence and competence irrespective 
of size or type’. The decision will be announced 
tomorrow at a ceremony in Edinbui^. Visit 
www.ajplus.co.uk to End out (he winner. O

Five buildings are in the running for the title of 
best building in Scotland. The winner of the RIAS 
award for architecture, to be announced on Friday, 
will walk away with £25,000 - the largest sum for 
any UK architecture prize.

Arts buildings dominate the shortlist, making 
up four of the five. Including the Stirling shortlist­
ed Dance Base by Malcolm Fraser Architects. Only 
one non-Scottish practice entered, Munkenbeck -t- 
Marshall, which made it to the shortlist with its 
Mount Stuart Visitor Centre.

RIAS president Gordon Davies said the short­
list showed the great improvements made in 
Scottish design during the past 10 years. ‘Scottish 
Architecture is in very good health,’ he said. 
‘There’s a lot of talent around producing excellent 
work and a lot more opportunities.’

DONS SET FOR CONVERSION
Wimbledon Football Club has won 
planning permission to convert 
Milton Keynes' National Bowl into 
a temporary stadium.The scheme 
- following the Football Associa­
tion's decision to allow the club's 
move to the Buckinghamshire 
town - is scheduled for comple­
tion by the end of this year. o Zo^ Blackler

TALKING RESPECT
A Rethinking Construction con­
ference - 'Respect for People' - 
will be held at London's Cafe Royal 
on 9 October. Construction minis­
ter Brian Wilson will speak, while 
ARB board member Alan Crane 
will chair a public debate.

COMING UP ROSES
Warrington-based Austin-Smith: 
Lord has been shortlisted in the 
Best Regeneration Scheme cate­
gory of the Roses Design Awards, 
the initiative designed to reward 
design professionals from outside 
theM2S.

LONDON’S WATER CALL
The London Rivers Association has 
launched its book - River Calling - 
to mark the new planning designa­
tion of the capital's waterways. Ken 
Livingstone's draft London Plan 
recommends that all rh/ers, 
streams, canals and brooks be 
central to every major planning 
decision. For further Information 
call 020 7934 9644.

KENT PROJECTS IN SPOTLIGHT 
Thefirst meeting of C ABE's regional 
representatives committee took 
place yesterday, visiting several 
new projects in Kent. The commit­
tee focused on three main themes: 
transport, housing and retail.

SCHOOLSOFTHEFUTURE 
The RIBA'S Higher Education 
Design Quality Forum is to host a 
conference on the future of school 
and university buildings. 'New 
Learning Environments - Design­
ing for New Delivery Mechanisms 
and IT Flexibility' will be held on 
24 October in London's Tavistock 
Square. For further details, call 
David Noel on 020 7307 3612.

18 the ar^hiceccs’ jounnel

From top left: Stirling Tolbooth, Stirling: Dance Base, Edinburgh; Mount Stuart Visitor Centre, Isle of Bute; 
Graham Square, New Build 3, Glasgow; McKeown Alexander and The New Byre Theatre, St Andrews
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lOO'X’ BTECTIVE Stirling Lloyd's Integritank Is proving to be the 
most effective structural waterproofing system 
on many prestigious projects nationwide.

Integrrtank's unique and innovative 
“MMA Technology" is simply years ahead of 
the competition.

Integritank is a seamless, fully bonded, 
rapid cure, spray applied waterproof membrane 
that Is tolerarrt to adverse weather and 
exceptionally resistant to site damage, making 
It ideal for fast track construction all year round.
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WHAT'S NEW ON THE WEB?
, The AJ's award-

aj + winning website 
is bristling with 
new features. 
VisitaJplus.co.uk 
now and you can:

Use the archive.Check out past 
articies from the AJ or from 
sister titles Construction News 
and New CMiEngineer by 
punching the archive button 
on the left of the homepage. 
Then simply hit 'print'

Getting some 
therapy: building 
healthy hospitals

editorial
Richard Burton of ABK,the chairman of the Vision 2020 
document on the future shape of the UK's hospitals, made 
a telling point at an AJ seminar held in London last week. 
Hospitals, he said, must strive toward more'humanised' 
environments, where,for Instance, deep plan allows more 
natural light, so they become nicer places for staff and 
patients alike. You wouldn't allow the kinds of dispiriting 
environmental conditions hospitals very often exhibit in 
prisons, so why do so in places specifically designed for 
people to get (physically) better in?

Burton, like fellow speaker Rosemary Glanville of South 
Bank University's Medical Architecture Research Unit, is 
right. Health buildings must be fit for purpose,efficient 
and adaptable, but they must also offer up delight and 
make a contribution, physically,culturally, and socially- 
not least because people get better quicker in brighter, 
more'humane'settings. But with a building boom in 
health, it is crucial thatthe commissioning bodies for 
these new breeds of hospitals, healthcare centres and one- 
stop shops embrace this need quickly. And steeraway 
from the belief that projects should be austere-looking to 
show they've been thrifty with public money.

However, with the onset of the Private Finance 
Initiative,a lackofcommissioning skills has put health 
design on a scalpel-edge. Few architecture schools are 
equipped to deal with the issue,clients and the 
construction professionals with the task of building are 
'disengaged'from each other, and yet the NHS is currently 
procuring more than 70 new conventional PFI hospitals.

So it is a relief this week to see a new document aimed 
directly atthe NHS Estates,again from chairman Richard 
Burton, with recommendations gleaned from architects, 
medics and consultants. Called simply'Advice', Itisjust 
that, on how to expertly commission as a client and 
transform a situation where briefing well is only 
'sporadic'and lacks'rigour', to one where skills lost to the 
medical profession can be resuscitated. And where 
common-sense needs like daylight,as well as nebulous 
ones like delight,are in the brief, lest they be forgotten 
among bed counts and commercial spin-offs for PFI 
private partners.The prognosis,already,looks better.

David Taylor

CASE: be clearer on the 
outline - and the detail
Your report (AJ 19.9.02) on 
CABE’s views of the Hungate 
masterplan proposals in York 
(above) quotes author John 
Thompson as saying that CABE 
had misunderstood the inten­
tions of the scheme, which is at 
outline stage. I don’t think we 
did misunderstand them.

We review many projects at 
the outline stage and welcome 
the opportunity to do so - this is 
when the most important deci­
sions are being made - and we 
do understand the difference 
between outline and detailed 
design. We have criticised some 
projects for trying to pin down 
too much at outline stage as well 
as others for showing too little.

What really matters is being 
clear about what you are trying 
to pin down and what you are 
leaving open - and why. If a 
scheme is being promoted 
with seductive visual imagery, 
what relation does this bear to 
what is actually intended, or 
defined? A particular difficulty 
with outline applications, in our 
experience, is that by agreeing 
the principles of development at 
this stage, a local authority is in 
a weaker position when it comes 
to negotiate the detail later.
Peter Stewart, director, Design 
Review,CABE

of WORLDwrite, who is rightly 
passionate about achieving 
development, seeks to show that 
those promoting environmental 
sustainability are ‘anti-develop­
ment’ in the article ‘Summit for 
Nothing’ (AI 5.9.02).

She is right to criticise the 
lavish expenditure at the Johan­
nesburg summit, but most of the 
development and environmen­
tal NGOs attending had little 
control over the cost of their 
accommodation. As for the out­
come of the summit, which was 
a lot less than might have been 
hoped for, the failures were more 
due to obstruction by countries 
such as the US, which refused to 
back specific programmes - for 
example, on energy - rather 
than being caused by environ­
mental organisations.

In many ways, development 
and looking after the environ­
ment are complementary - Ms 
Dingle emphasises the damage 
done in developing countries 
due to floods, but climate 
change is likely to make flooding 
(as well as droughts, deforesta­
tion and desertification) worse, 
particularly in developing coun­
tries. The suggestion that major 
river control projects and large 
dams is the answer contrasts 
with the view of the World 
Commission on Dams, whose 
report was promoted by Nelson 
Mandela, hardly an opponent of 
development.

Each project needs to be 
appraised on its merits, but
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Linking development 
and the environment
It is a great pity when Ceri Dingle
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Check out the latest news stories, Including Medlawatch - Astragal's 
wry look at the architecture stories covered by the weekend 
newspapers. Mediawatch goes up every Monday. Or look up stories on 
project news - this week's offering includes Scott Brownrigg +Turr>er's 
submission of Chelsea Bridge Wharf, phase two,for plannIng.The 
scheme (right) comprises more than 70 apartments within the mixed- 
use development, regenerating a brownfield site near Battersea Park.

Ask Austin, if you have a 
technical query, look out the 
discussion forum to debate the 
latest issues, or discover the 
answers to problems from your 
peers-or from AJ technical 
editor Austin Williams.

The Architects' Journal wetaomes your tetterv,tiich should preferably be typed double-spaced Please address them to the editor at 151 Rosebery Avenue, 
London EC1R4GB, fax them f.O^ 7505 6701 e-mail them to 8ogela.nBwtonOccrstr,r:: emsp com to arrive by 10am on the Monday before publication. 
Letters intended for piAlicatioo should include a daytime telep^X)ne number The editor reserves the nght to shorten letters

+ YOU CAfsl ALSO AIR YOUR VIEWS ON OUR ONLINE DISCUSSION FORUM AT- WWW.AJPLUS,CO-UK

Repulse and HMS Prince of 
Wales to point analogy between 
the PAX Americana and the 
longer-lived, but now defunct, 
PAX Britannica, (reminding us 
that ‘A (world) Policeman’s lot is 
Not A Happy One’ - Sic Transit 
Gloria Mtmdi) the ‘sub-stitution’ 
is a .shade bizarre, not to say 
mad.
MPWest,LondonSE1

‘doublethink’ and the ‘smelly 
little orthodoxies’ of certain 
‘left-wing’groups.
Martin Valatin.ARCPeace, 
Wiltshire

ment are interlinked. Attempts 
to put them in opposition are 
counterproductive.
Martin Quick, via e-mail

there are many schemes which 
have failed to deliver the 
promised benefits - indeed in 
Europe and the US, many flood 
defence schemes are being dis­
mantled because it is clear that 
total control of river systems is 
not possible. The largest protests 
against the Narmada River dams 
in India are not from whingemg 
Western environmentalists but 
from people in India.

Ceri Dingle’s view seems to 
be that Western technology is 
the best for the developing 
world, and that promoting 
‘intermediate’ technology is 
patronising. In fact, there are 
many technologies which con­
trast with the Western mode 
of development which are 
more appropriate for develop­
ing countries. In rural areas, 
the electrification which she 
calls for - and most people 
would support - decentralised 
generation, including from 
renewables, is likely to be the 
most suitable and economic 
solution. Unfortunately, a pro­
posal at the summit for a firm 
target for the proportion of 
energy to come from renewables 
was Stymied by the US govern­
ment - no doubt infiuenced by 
the powerful oil lobby. Energy is 
a dear case where environmen­
tal issues and development 
overlap - poverty
often over-exploit forests and 
wood sources for fuel, while sus­
tainable development could 
provide energy which does not
degrade the environment.

Regarding clean water, again, 
rightly another of Ms Dingles 
concerns, the summit did agree 
an ambitious target for provi­
sion of this in developing 
countries. It is up to develop­
ment and environmental 
lobbies to see that this commit­
ment is fulfilled.

Architects, engineers and sci­
entists should be in the forefront 
of promoting recognition that 
development and the environ­

ae September aOQ2

Think sustainable and 
remember Orwell
Sustainability is now govern­
ment policy - Michael Meacher 
argues that ‘we do not have any 
serious option. If we do not act 
quickly we run the risk of mak­
ing our planet, our home, 
uninhabitable’. ‘What’s the use 
of a house if you haven’t got a 
tolerable planet to put it on?’ (to 
quote Henry Thoreau).

We may choose to embrace 
the arguments of low consump­
tion from narrow professional 
self-interest (they helped my 
practice win a recent Planning 
Appeal). Some may work from 
more altruistic motives - we 
have architect members helping 
people build their own homes 
in poor areas of Lima, providing 
solar energy to isolated commu­
nities in Cuba, or encouraging 
the profession in Japan to adopt 
lOO-year design life for their 
buildings.

Ceri Dingle’s article makes 
some interesting points - but 
they are the same line we have 
heard enough of. Try telling 
Kurdish families forced from 
their villages by the Turkish 
army into the slums of Istanbul 
to make way for Western oil 
pipelines, monstrous dams and 
military rule they are ‘escaping 
poverty’.

George Orwell wrote: 'I think 
that by retaining one’s child­
hood love of such things as trees, 
fish and butterflies, one makes a 
peaceful and decent future a lit­
tle more probable, and that by 
preaching the doctrine that 
nothing is to be admired except 
steel and concrete, one merely 
makes it a little surer that 
human beings will have no out­
let for their surplus energy 
except in hatred and leader wor­
ship’. He also described

Tetrarch rating is not 
just about top marks
Sutherland Lyall is only partially 
correct in his recent column (A[ 
19.9.02) when he states that 
adrianjames.com would get a 
low Tetrarch rating. On the basis 
of ourcriteria, adrianjames.com 
would score around 47 per cent, 
putting it in the average bracket. 
However, he is incorrect to say 
that failure to obtain a high 
score is because of a lack of 
hypertext. Hypertext only 
accounts for a possible five per 
cent of the total score. Research 
and experience tells us most 
construction industry Internet 
users want a site to contain com­
prehensive information and 
want to be able to find that 
information quickly.

The Tetrarch website apprai­
sal has proven to be a valuable 
tool in assessing the suitability 
of websites within the construc­
tion and specifier markets.

However, the results are not 
meant to be read as absolutes 
but used in conjunction with 
each company’s marketing 
strategy, market position, bud­
get and specific audience need. 
The true value in the appraisal is 
not held in the total value or 
whether you got zero or maxi­
mum points for any section, but 
in how understanding that 
result can help you improve 
your site and by doing so attract 
more clients.
Michael Townshend, Tetrarch 
Associates, Wallingford

Can lightening strike 
the same site twice?

Clare Melhuish’s review of the 
recent ‘Making Space for Art’ 
symposium at the National Por­
trait Gallery fills me with a sense 
of foreboding (AJ 19.9.02). The 
idea mooted by Jeremy Dixon 
that the entrance to the National 
Gallery may need a modifica­
tion to ‘enhance its natural 
vantage point’ reminds me of 
the 1993 work (Dixon Jones 
Architects) when the entrance of 
the National Portrait Gallery 
was replaced by an all-glass 
assembly befitting a modernised 
tube station.

Surely, lightening cannot 
strike the same site twice?
Alan Beardmare, Reading

A grateful, 80on*to*be 
owner of four new chairs
May I thank the generous friends 
who contributed to the ‘Chair 
Fund’ on the occasion of my 
recent birthday. With the help of 
a very dear architect friend, I will 
shortly be the proud owner of 
four Eames wire dining chairs 
for my Fenland studio.
Mary Banham, London WC1
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A bizarre substitution 
that needs specifics
Common nilntTabiiit\’ from the 
sky is clear, but unless Martin 
Pawley (AJ 19.9.02) draws a spe­
cific parallel between the twin 
towers and the doomed HMS
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The experience of a uiew is 
etched into your mind and soul

people
Selby needs some good news, and h is about 
to come from Alan Simpson, Shortly after 
the town was told coal mining would be 
phased out along with 5,000 jobs, the 
director of urban renaissance at Yorkshire 
Forward regional development agency 
included it in his renaissance programme.

The much-publicised initiative has just 
added six more towns to the original six 
that started last year’s scheme, which 
included plans for a Tuscan-style makeover 
for Barnsley by Will Alsop (A| 14.4.02). 
Selby enters the fray with Scunthorpe and 
Halifax, among others, and Simpson’s goal 
is simply stated.

He aims to create ‘world-class towns and 
cities in a world-class region’. This is easier 
said than done, he admits, and not just in 
Selby. ‘The kind of urban skills that 
combine visionary architecture with a social 
sense and an eye for economics are hard to 
find throughout Britain.

‘Sure, we have planning departments but 
they don’t make plans, and we’ve lost that 
ability. We already have some fantastic 
countryside and towns but the economic 
and social agenda has to be raised a lot 
more.’

I have written two previous columns on the 
subject of a single viewand I make no 
apology for visiting this theme a third time.

Viewsareapart of our culture and their 
reproduction in photographs and paintings 
have, over hundreds of years, gathered in a 
collective consciousness, which allows us to 
instantly recognise in our daily visual 
experience places that evoke something in 
our soul that we do not always understand. Of 
course, the unconscious reference to received 
images is not the only force behind these 
emotions. Our own experience of visiting 
places and using the landscape also shows 

our response.
My parents were very interested in picnics 

and always spent sometime choosing the 
right spot.Their choice, often Involving water, 
was perhaps also influenced by images in 
books,magazines and galleries.

Driving along the river valley into Halifax, 
there isa distinct hint of Italy. I drove the 
route on a warm but grey day in early August. 
In the valley hung a low mist, which softened 
the edge of everything and homogenised the 
range of green. You could almost feel the past 
mill owners going off on the grand tour and 
returning to a place suddenly transformed by 
their travels into an Italian ideal.

No wonder the buildings they 
commissioned were so heavily referential to 
the Italian Renaissance. They saw in their 
home a place transformed;a place that could 
exude an idea of cultural credibility, even if it 
was only a veneer.

The relationship between civic pride and 
cultural experience is important. It is possibly 
inevitable that people will try to recreate 
what they love (or sometimes what they a re 
told they should love) at home.

Imagine a person who has lived their 
whole life In one valley, without ever leaving

ft, trying to change or improve the landscape. 
It would be impossible because they would 
only have their own limited experience and 
nothing to compare that with.

I have been very impressed with Dutch 
local councillors, who regularly travel to other 
places with their officers to look around.
They are consciously expanding their frame 
of reference in order to help their decision­
making. Admittedly, they are usually looking 
at buildings and townscape, but I like the idea 
of 20-odd people travelling hundreds of miles 
to simply look at a view.

In Wakefield therewas a marvellous view 
from the banks of the Calder past the original 
bridge, with attendant medieval chapel, 
towardsthecentreoftown. A number of 
artists have painted from this spot in the 
past,includingTurner, because it was 
beautiful. You would not choose to paint it 
for that reason today. The good burghers of 
Wakefield have allowed this scene to become 
ugly. They seem to have allowed 
exceptionally ugly buildings to intrude, so 
much so that the river itself does not live in 
the minds of the locals.Thisview needs 
desperately to be recomposed

To me, the image of the cliffs looking west 
from Sheringham towards Weybourne is 
beautiful. I Include the hut in my assessment 
of bea uty and the time of day - 8.56am.

The deep shadows cast by the relatively 
low morning sun, create, in my mind, a series 
of forms that have been constantly eroded by 
long-shore drift.The sand from this place has 
created Blakenay Point.This place and 
moment a re etched into my person and, no 
doubt, will Influence some decision I will 
make in the future.

I offer this image to you In the hope that 
you might find It useful,
WA from my kitchen table

So he is looking to Europe and the US to 
bring inspiration to the tikes of Castleford 
and Bridlington. ‘There are so few people in 
the regions driving forward urban issues, 
which partly explains why we have to go so 
far around the world. And when we’ve got 
these skills, we’ll make sure they never leave 
Yorkshire.’

Expertise will be drawn down to the 
region and taught to schools, universities 
and the private sector. ‘So abilities won’t 
leave the region when the urban panel 
leaves. If a problem crops up you won’t have 
to go back to West 8, Koetter Kim and 
Associates or EDAW for help. Experts must 
be here to ensure quality can be delivered, 
sustained and maintained. Education is 
such an important part of this process.’

Simpson, a ‘50-something’ architect 
trained at Portsmouth and Newcastle 
University, has a healthy contacts book 
amassed during 10 years of teaching in the 
US. He did work on new towns for 
Northumberland council in the 1970s and 
also had teaching stints at the Bartlett, 
Newcastle and Liverpool universities, and 
with Ricky Burdett at the London School of 
Economics.

He has already enticed UDA Architects 
from Pittsburgh, and more recently wooed
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'Imagine a person who has lived their whole life 
in one valley, without ever leaving it, trying to 
improve the landscape. It would be impossible'
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Only the best will do for Scunthorpe, says Alan Simpson, director of urban 
renaissance at Yorkshire Forward, who is travelling the world to recruit the 
finest urban designers to tackle some of Yorkshire’s most troubled towns
by jez abbott

the renaissance man
more loosely, though no less safely, of streets 
as places for people and cars, culture and 
commerce.’

Simpson’s long-term goal is to help 
create a ‘cities renaissance programme’ in 
the north of England, which could draw 
on support from businesses, RDAs, 
politicians and maybe the Rowntree 
Foundation. This would create several 
centres of excellence rather than one urban 
design nerve centre.

‘The centres won’t just show off projects 
but will share skills and train under­
graduates and mid-career people in 
economic and social areas as well as design.’ 
Recent government papers have given an 
almost unstoppable momentum for 21st- 
century urbanism, he feels.

‘Yorkshire Forward has been very smart 
in picking up on the urban and rural white 
papers and proposals by the Urban Task 
Force. These have not told us how to do 
things, but they have sent out very 
important messages and we must seize the 
moment.’

Simpson was recruited by Yorkshire 
Forward just over a year ago and has been 
given £1.4 million to finance the initial 
stages of the 25-year renaissance initiative. 
This money has been used to build up the 
teams, develop proposals and firm them up 
through public consultations.

But finding hundreds of millions of 
pounds to build the wacky proposals is 
going to be a difficult job, and Simpson 
reckons it will be at least two or three years 
before major buildings come off the 
drawing boards. In the meantime, smaller 
community projects and landscaping will 
be pushed through. Barnsley, for example, 
is lining up a tree-planting swoop of 
one million.

He is guarded on which new British 
designers he would like to bring on to the 
renaissance programme but already counts 
Lord Rogers as a contributor through 
discussions and commentary. Some very big 
UK names could still become part of his big 
idea, he hints.

Next week, Simpson is going to Toronto, 
then Europe, and then on a well-earned 
holiday with his wife, Marion, a teacher. ‘I 
describe myself as crazy about streets,’ says 
the dad of two when it comes to his hobbies 
of photography, film and theatre. ‘The way 
the city translates into art fascinates me, 
or should that be the way art translates into 
the city?’

Michael Sorkin from New York. Sorkln, who 
teaches at Columbia, is noted for creating 
‘unsolicited masterplans’ to challenge 
statutory ways of thinking, says Simpson. 
Such ‘pioneers of exploratory processes’ are 
crucial for turning Yorkshire’s mean streets 
into clean streets, he insists.

What the region does not need is big 
architecture without social input, or 
dreaded Lottery projects. ‘There are far too 
many of those damn things and they have 
done nothing.’ What Simpson and other 
urban leaders are crying out for are 
visionary experts in procurement and 
delivery as much as design.
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‘We have terrific architects on our panel 
but there’s a small gap between moving from 
the vision to the delivery, and we are trying 
to encourage statutory bodies to think 
upside down. We need a lot of help to 
persuade new thinking, so city engineers, for 
example, make streets instead of traffic 
canyons.

‘We want to turn around all the old 
thinking, and this could be harder than 
creating showpiece design. We don’t need 
networks of underground and overground 
passes to make streets work, but the city 
engineer’s budget and remit is to stop people 
getting killed by cars. We want him to think
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a life in 
architecture

george
mellymartin pawley

The architectural wonders that 
are apparently ‘Streets of Shame’

Jazz singer,art connoisseur, 
author,fisherman - George Melly 
Is an all-round showman who has 
very clear views on architecture. 
He remembers an afternoon spent 
In Mackintosh's Glasgow School of 
Art (pictured) 'going all over it 
with the director and exchanging 
many bawdy recollections'. Melly 
says: 'I love the way that 
Mackintosh finds a balance 
between Art Nouveau and the 
austerity of Japan.'

Many years ago, when I was a first-year student at 
what was then the Oxford School of Architecture, 
the staff used to teach us architectural history by 
taking us on walking tours of the City.

8ut because those were Imperial times, long 
before globalisation, we were fed a chauvinistic 
line in architectural criticism.The single tree in the 
High Street, for example, was described as the 
most important tree in Europe.The great avenue of 
St Giles was extolled as a luscious sprawling urban 
space that would never be improved upon. In the 
same way, Beaumont Street was a perfect example 
of Georgian street architecture, 
as good as anything in Bath,and 'Thp PpHiD- 
Broad Street was a magnificent 
counterpoint of this and that or 
something or other and - wait 
for It - the roof of the covered 
market was the finest timber 
roof since the Middle Ages.

All this was very gratifying, as 
you can imagine. These leisurely 
tours from time to time gave us 
the impression that, although we 
were admittedly some distance 
from the metropolis of London, 
we were sitting on a veritable 
gold mine of historic architec­
ture that could stand up to 
comparison with Athens or 
ancient Rome any day.

There was no need for any of 
us to go further afield than New 
College Lane for historical inspiration - indeed, the 
only student in my first year who did make a grand 
European tour, returned somewhat sheepishly with 
a door handle nicked from the Villa Savoye (which 
was derelict at the time), to show for his pains. It 
seemed scarcely worth the trouble.

I mention this little vignette from the past 
because it serves as an excellent Introduction to a 
diatribe on the way that changing fashions in 
architecture - read the dumbing down and 
consumerisation of architectural taste - are indus­
triously overturning alt the judgments of earlier 
times even as they profess a belief in eternal art 
historical values.
841 the architects' journal

How do I know this? Because to my amazement, 
in the wake of those pioneer'walking bus'tours of 
the city of dreaming spires with all its treasures, 
comes the news that these self-same priceless 
streets have won an accolade of a different kind; 
against all probability the architectural wonders 
of the city of Oxford have become 'Streets of 
Shame'.

In the Radio 4 Todoy/CABE contest to find the 
worst streets in Britain, the elite intelligentsia of 
the radio-listening public has spoken, and it has 
shown that, however little it might know, or 

might not know, about the mys­
teries of architecture, it certainly 
knows what it does not like.

Out of the top six 'Streets of 
Shame' nominations, four came 
from Oxford. Historic Broad 
Street, glorious St Giles, dubious 
Queen Street and other less 
famous treasures of Oxford 
architecture have been voted 
by listeners to be as bad as 
the worst slums in Leeds and 
Glasgow.

Last week, the Oxford Times 
reported that CASE commission­
ers had been shocked at the 
number of Oxford nominations, 
and even more by the famous 
streets chosen for excoriation. 
City councillors too have been 
tight-lipped.

Not only are they still mired in the consequences 
of a disastrous repaving ofCornmarket Street, but 
now they can look forward to 12 months of free 
advice from CABE on 'how to reverse the mistakes 
of the past'.

These counselling sessions will require extreme 
sensitivity. Otherwise, the council might begin to 
feel that its own efforts at beautifying the city's 
road network with such 'modernising' touches as 
paint on the road cycle and bus lanes, speed 
bumps, bollards,and so on, have been unfairly criti­
cised. After all, they must appeal to the kind of 
people who think that Broad Street and St Giles are 
'Streets of Shame'.

listening public 
has spoken, and 
however little it 
might know, or 
might not know, 
it certainly 
knows what it 
does not like’

Melly's second choice Is the 
Sagrada Famllia in Barcelona by 
Antoni Gaudi. 'I love Gaudi, who 
seems to me to have been totally 
out of control, and anyway had the 
Dadaistic misfortune to be run 
over by a tram,'says Melly.

The building was begun in 1882, 
but when Gaudi took over the 
following year he completely 
alteredthe original design In 
favourof his own ideas. The 
traditional Gothic scheme is a dead 
system,' said Gaudl.'lt might be 
compared to a human being whose 
skeleton is crushed by the weight 
of flesh that it has to support, and 
needs crutches in every direction.'

But progress on the cathedral 
was slow, and it was far from 
finished when, on 7 June 1926,the 
tram intervened. Since then there 
have been attempts to complete it, 
but which many - Melly among 
them - think misguided.

Architectural dislikes? Melly 
comments;'Any old 1960s tower 
block, preferably neglected and 
scrawled with graffiti and full of 
smack dealers.'

Eleanor Allen
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square hole

Swiss Re's emerging 40-storey headquarters in 
the heart of the City of London - designed by 
Foster and Partners - plans to radically transform 
London's skyline with its cigar-shaped structure, 
and is a clear argument in favour of tall buildings
By Austin Williams. Photographs by Nigel Young





Building a round building on a square 
site has resulted in ‘unintentional’ public 
spaces, which will be landscaped and form 
‘organic’ areas of respite from the street. 
Pedestrian flows, especially in this area of 
London, says architect Paul Scott, follow 
alleyways rather than roads. The building 
shape will encourage people to lose them­
selves walking around the base of the 
structure, ‘revelling in its aerodynamic 
form’. Halfway through the construction 
phase and all of the space has been let.

The shape has been arrived at after 
months of exploration into the most ‘effi­
cient structure for the site’. It is an 
appropriate form; determined by wind tests 
(tested in model form and using computa­
tional flow dynamics), approved by the local 
authority (which even requested that it be 
taller to improve the proportions), and aid­
ing light penetration at ground level. The 
architect says that ‘conceptually the project 
develops ideas first explored in the Clima- 
troffice design with Buckminster Fuller in 
the early 1970s, but only with advanced 
computer technologies has it become realis­
able. Through parametric modelling, the 
curved surfaces have been rationalised into 
segmented flat panes.

Effectively, the building has been broken 
down into a kit of parts which repeat 
throughout the scheme, thus rending a fan­
tastically complex idea into its simplest 
components. Conversely, the appearance of 
rigidity - of a pattern-book of repeating

'Zo*Re-insurance company Swiss Re is currently 
located at 71-77 Leadenhall Street in 
Aldgate, on the site of one of the first great 
religious buildings to be dissolved by Henry 
VIII. The Augustinian Holy Trinity Priory, 
built in 1108, was once home to the all-pow­
erful medieval kings until it was seized and 
its wealth incorporated. Swiss Re’s new 
offices are now being built on the site of the 
dissolution of the Baltic Exchange building; 
a triumph of insurance over global trading. 
Maybe the symbolism is intended to be 
apposite.

St Mary Axe, a small side street off Lead­
enhall Street, is to be home to Swiss Re’s new 
40-storey headquarters. Located in the heart 
of the city of London’s commercial district, 
it shows the importance of this area to the 
client’s identity - resisting the temptation to 
relocate to Docklands, and opting for the 
coherence of a historic financial area.

After the 1992 bombing of the Baltic 
Exchange, and its subsequent demolition, 
scheme proposab for office space on the site 
included the maximisation of the ground 
floor area - building right up to the bound­
ary, keeping the height down and providing a 
central atrium. However, the developer found 
lettings difficult, for a variety of reasons, and 
with the backing of the Corporation of Lon­
don, Foster and Partners was drafted in to 
reassess the potential of the site - the dialecti­
cal relationship between commercial need 
and architectural form - opting for the prac­
tical utilisation of only a portion of the site.

V -

The staggered floor plans allow daylight to 
penetrate deep Into the building
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Top: ste«l A-framesarehoisted into placeand
bolted to radial beams and perimeter ties.
Above: currently two structural storeys are
being completed every two weeks. Below: the
viewacross the radial beams fixed at mid­
points to the A-frames

degree cladding module. Scott says that 
each tubular steel member of the A-ffame 
has been designed with zero tolerances, to 
connect to radial beams ‘like spokes on a 
bike’. As all joints have bolted connections, 
the structural accuracy relies on the node 
points and uses the bolts as locating pins - 
lightening up to ‘pull the building into line’.

Because of the confined nature of the site, 
and the high profile of neighbouring build­
ings, the works is confined to two steel 
deliveries per day. Steel arriving from the 
Low Countries is stockpiled in Dartford (‘to 
avoid strikes or ferry problems’) and is 
delivered to site just in time. At the time of 
going to press, construction was progressing 
at two storeys per fortnight, including one 
week to get the external A-frame in place.

Windows are offered up from inside 
(alternating storey-height diamond shaped 
and half-storey triangular ones). These are 
attached to cladding rails - hooked on the
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by 50 per cent in case future uses for the 
building (additional conference room parti­
tioning, for example), demand additional 
ventilation.

Open floor areas comply with fire separa­
tion and compartmenlation requirements 
and are generally divided into six storey 
groupings - full floor to full soffit - with 
connecting ventilation voids. Standing on 
the mid-floor of these six-storey compart­
ments affords fantastic views out through a 
vast area of glazing. At the ground floor 
entrance, the visitor passes through an 
unglazed, four-storey portion of the grid 
and, looking up, the triangulated cut away 
floor has been glazed to provide views 
directly into the heart of the building.

The structure is based on an external 
structural A-frame; the core is the loadbear­
ing element and the frame provides stiffness. 
The plan is based on a 10 degree radial grid, 
a 20 degree supierstructure grid and a 5

elements - belies the non-standardised 
nature of much of the structure and fabric.

The floor plate comprises ‘fingers’, which 
radiate from the central access core and pro­
vide parallel edged floor spaces based on a 
1.5m seating grid. The resulting triangular 
‘dead’ areas have been cut away to improve 
air flows and natural lighting. Successive 
floors have been set back to provide notion­
al balconies (floors with no soffit above) and 
which create, as the floor plates rotate, the 
spiral of triangulated ventilation voids. 
These are demarcated with tinted glass and 
have openable lights (operated by a central 
BMS for ventilation and for smoke release) 
so that the ‘twisting’ air flow taps in to the 
building’s pressure differential rather than 
just relying on the stack effect.

Around the perimeter of each floor is 
an air plenum, opening to external air 
through a louvre blade at the horizontal 
glazing joints. This plenum is over-designed
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Top: cladding comprises storey-height diamonds and half-height triangles. Left: the setback balconies give rise to a vast area of glazing. Right: the 
need to minimise external scaffolding means that the glazing units have to be offered up from theinside using specialised equipment
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flows, a secondary glazing wall has been Lord Rogers’Lloyd’s Building-is dominal- 
constructed around the perimeter, and the ed by Tower 42 (formerly the NatWest 
vertical lines ofthis glazed partitioning clash Tower) at 183m, and the Commercial Union
with the careful geometry of the diamond building at 120m. Foster’s proposal, at

180m, will complete the triumvirate but 
The steel frame has been taken down to the effectively this one building will do most to

pilecap,6mbelowground,determinedbythe radically alter the London skyline; refusing 
size of service equipment and loading bay to conform to the orthogonal orthodoxies of
requirements. ‘Fortunately,’ says Scott, ‘the modern commercial structures. Viewed up 
floor level came just above the water table, close, with the straight lines of the adjoining 
otherwise the costs would have been prohibi- buildings catching the eye, it had sometimes 
live.’ A lOOmm-diameter hole, cut through simply looked cylindrical. But as it has pro- 
the ventilation duct in the basement, actually gressed and begun to attract the eye in its 
extends through the whole building, to allow own right, the cigar-shape has become more 
a theodolite laser to pass up through the apparent. Now its elevational distinctiveness 
building for accurate setting out for the day. is striking, and a worthy argument in favour 

Currently the site - a stone’s throw from of tall buildings done well.

top and bottom. Even though they have 
been designed to accommodate fluctuations 
of 75mm, they have, on average, been laid to 
tolerances of 5mm throughout. The sim­
plicity of the design belies the need for the 
geometry of these windows to alter from 
floor to floor; as the building bows out­
wards, so the facets have to alter.

Unfortunately, the slender tubular frame 
which emphasises the feat of engineering 
efficiency has had to be clad in fire-resistant 
insulation, which then requires the addi­
tional disguise of aluminium panels. It is a 
shame that this has bulked out the frame, 
eating into the dear areas of glazing and 
thus reducing light and views. The other 
shame is that, to encourage the natural air

381 the archlteccs' joumel
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Thi»pictMr«- tiled glazing
denloru^t^ the $piral of floor

platecut^uUandtheflpwo'f .
air. Right: on coitjpletion,Swiss
Re will be slightly lower than
Tower 42 (the forMer Nat West
Tower) but with aftigher
occupied top floor
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A diagrid perimeter 
structure of steel 
columns and nodes

Swiss Re office building. London
Foster and Partners

working details
The 40-storey building isa 
prolate spheroid in shape. It 
has a central steel core from 
which floor beams radiate to a 
perimeter superstructure, 
creating column-free interiors.

The superstructure is a 
diagrid,formed from a series 
of two-storey A-shaped 
frames bolted together. Each 
frame consists of a pair of 
columns bolted to a fabricated 
steel node. The columns have 
circularend plates which are 
bolted to matching circular 
connection plates, welded to 
the nodes at the preciseangle 
needed to create the diagrid. 
Both setsofplatesare 
machined smooth and flat in 
the factory and drilled to 
achieve an accuracy of within 
1 mm when bolted face-to 
face.By prefabricating 
components to precise 
dimensions before assembly, 
the complex angular 
relationships between 
components are resolved 
before erection.

Thesequenceof 
construction is as followsias 
soonas two floors of core 
structure are erected,a 
peri meter row of A-shaped 
frames is craned into position. 
Tie plates at both sides of 
each node are bolted to 
hoop-ties by means of 
tapered flanges,connecting 
the nodes horizontally. A 
series of floor beams, 
radiating from the core, are 
bolted to the backs of the 
nodes. They support a 
composite concrete structural 
stab, the metal deck of which 
is laid in trapezoidal sections.

The diagrid steelwork is 
fire-protected with foil- 
backed mineral wool blanket 
and clad with V-shaped 
panels of white polyester 
powder-coated aluminium.

Cladding brackets bolted 
to the node and to the hoop- 
ties support a curtain wall of 
diamond-shaped panels 
which are faceted at their 
edges in both plan and 
section.

508mm dia x 40mm thkk
column wHh welded
608mm dIa x 70mm thick
end plates

608mm dia X 70mm
thick connection piaie a
on canted flanges

plates drilled for M27 bolls

radial floor beam with
tapered horizontal tie-plate 
drilled for six M56 bohs

adjustable bolted
connection to bracket

slotted steel bracket
welded to node
to support radial
floor beam

white polyester powder
coated aluminium cladding

fabricated 300 x 250mm steel 
hoHow section hoop tie with 
tapered flarsges welded to ends

panel fixed to column

foil-backed mineral
wool Are protection

[steel NODE; ISOMETRIC FROM INSIPe]

Susan Dawson
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50&nm dia x 40mm thick
cc^mn with welded
608mm die x 70mm thick
end plates

plates drilled for M27 bolts —^

claddirtg bracket
support plate608mm dia x 70mm
welded to hoop tiethick conrtectlon plate

on canted flartges
tapered horizontal tie-plate
drilled for six M56 bolts

Fabricated solid
fabricated 300 x 2S0mm steel steel node
hoHow section hoop tie with
tapered flanges welded to
er>ds

white polyester powder-
coated aluminium cladding
panel fixed to column

S08mm dia x 40mm thick
ccdumn with welded
608mm dia x 70mm thick
end plates

foil-backed mineral
wool fire protection

IZi STEEL NODE; ISOMETRIC FROM OUTSIOEJ

white polyester powder- 
coated aluminium cladding 
panel fixed to column

diamond-shaped curtain wall 
- panel of double-glazed 

unit in polyester powder- 
coated aluminium frame; 
curtain waH panels 

r fKeted at their edges

ELEVATION OF CURTAIN WALL AND COLUMN CLADDING
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the 1870s bonded warehouse that has 
become the Newsroom, converted and 
extended by Allies and Morrison. Its spaces 
broadly follow the original plan. A sense of 
openness begins at the entrance where, at 
ground level, a sequence of former openings 
- shopfront, delivery gates, a door and a 
window - have been largely removed to cre­
ate a colonnade, though traces remain. Set 
back from the building line is a continuous 
glazed wall, now providing an entrance to 
upstairs offices (for 77?^ Guardian itself), the 
main public entrance and the window-wall

News storeys
By Barrie Evans. Photographs by Dennis GilbertA/iew

Many UK newspapers have a long history. 
The Guardian (Manchester) dates from 
1821, The Observer from 1791. Their owner, 
the Scott Trust, is making this past available 
through the new Newsroom on London’s 
Farringdon Road, combining archives, exhi­
bition space, a lecture theatre, and spaces for

education, meetings and research. News­
room director Luke Dodd aims to continue 
the papers’ radical traditions in its choice of 
exhibitions and events.

Current Guardian editor Alan Rus- 
bridger had the idea for the project. Visible 
across the road from his Guardian office was

Top: the exhibition space. Above left:clarified frontage. Mkidie: metalwork helps define the entrance. Right: cafe with viewing slot in the glass
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of the public cafe. Disposition of the glazing 
and the blue-grey cut metal signage draw 
visitors to the central public entrance.

For visitors, the building comes as a 
sequence of three spaces with transitions 
between. First the entrance hall, with a wal­
nut-clad wall which continues into the cafe on 
the right. Ahead is the first transition, where 
the ceiling drops, with a reception desk and an 
entrance to the lecture theatre so that it can be 
open while other areas deeper into the build­
ing are dosed. Then the main exhibition space 
opens up, its sense of height enhanced by light 
bom two strips of laylights along its length, 
shaded by louvres above. This occupies the 
space of the original courtyard.

This long exhibition space is flanked by a 
space on either side. One, inaccessible from 
here, is the large archive store, temperature- 
and humidity-controlled, fitted with rolling 
shelving for images, diaries, bound volumes, 
notebooks, etc. On the other side is the lec­
ture theatre. This can either be closed off as a 
separate space, using a high-performance 
mobile screen, or opened to extend the exhi­
bition space. In exhibition mode, the screen, 
with leaves mounted on ceiling tracks, can 
either be parked in line on the opposite wall 
or the individual leaves can be located 
through the space as display panels. In con­
trast to white plaster elsewhere, the theatre 
walls are lined with horizontal timber ribs 
on aluminium sheet. One end wall opens to 
reveal bleacher seating for 60, which can be 
supplemented by 30 chairs.

new work. A slender concrete-framed three- 
storey structure has replaced the existing one. 
The ground floor is the education centre, 
where school parties will create their own 
front pages.

What is most noticeable on entering these 
new three storeys of spaces is the lightness. A 
full-height, steel-framed back wall has l>een 
created 2-3m in from the building behind. 
This arrangement provides a full-width light 
shaft that brings a remarkable amount of light 
to the ground floor on a sunny day. The build­
ing’s back wall is fully glazed apart from three 
sliding timber doors per floor; the masonry 
boundary wall is painted white, fronted by 
black-stemmed bamboos.

Materials, as well as lit space, are evident 
concerns of the architect. Materials come 
from a restricted palette and are often 
expressed separately as changes of surface, 
semi-detached from their neighbours, 
almost floating. While most interventions 
are contemporary, there are also traces in the 
interior of the former building - repointed 
panels of original brickwork and roof truss­
es in The Guardian offices.

The Newsroom is a new idea, one the 
client is only beginning to explore. In the 
variety and flexibility of spaces, the architect 
has provided a framework for this explo­
ration. Talking to Luke Dodd, there is a 
sense, too, in which the building as it now 
exists - as distinct from the concepts of the 
brief - is helping to suggest new possibilities 
for what the Newsroom may become.
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5 archive
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In the main exhibition space are display 
‘monoliths’, which hold the fwrmanent dis­
plays, some interactive. These monoliths have 
facing panels in storage which can be fixed 
over the permanent displays to create flat 
white surfaces for temporary exhibitions. 
Very neatly done. The end of the display space 
is marked by glass ‘gateposts’ - 5m-high glass 
boxes that hold some of the bound volumes 
of newspapers. Then the ceiling drops down 
into a cross-corridor transition before the

I
M

iiiliiili
Left: from exhibition to education centre, with 
research office above. Above: bleacher seating
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Construction futures the key driver in determining future 
tender price levels.

In our regular overview of construction economics, E C Harris 
examines the potential for future growth in the industry
BY PAUL MODRE

Construction activity
Output figures in the second quarter 
were 1 per cent higher than the first 
quarter and 7 per cent higher than 
the second quarter 2001, with new 
work up by 9 per cent, year on year, 
and refurbishment and maintenance 
work up by 5 per cent.

New construction orders in the first 
half of this year were 2.4 per cent high­
er than in 2001. Rises were seen across 
most sectors, although private indus­
trial and private commercial both fell 
- by 24 per cent and 1 per cent respec­
tively. While the 1 per cent fall in 
private commercial orders can be 
interpreted relatively optimistically - 
given the poor prevailing economic 
climate - the fall in private industrial 
was to its lowest level since 1993.

The continued rise in house prices 
shows no signs of abating, with the 
latest Halifax price index up by 18.8 
per cent on the August 2002 figures; 
the Nationwide figures show an even 
higher year-on-year increase, of 23

Continued falls in the value of equi­
ties, the possibility of a double dip in 
the UK economy and the threat of 
war with Iraq have all continued 
to make private-sector construction 
clients nervous. Labour shortages are 
the cause of local difficulties and 
material prices have started to rise 
again after a long period of restraint.

Buoyed by continued spending in 
the infrastructure sector, and by fur­
ther planned investment in health 
and education, the forecast is that 
lender prices will rise by 3.5 per cent 
In the year to third quarter 2003, with 
a further 3.2 per cent increase the 
following year.

In London, continued high labour 
costs and increased levels of activity 
should see building tender prices rise 
by 4.8 per cent during the next year 
and by a further 4.2 per cent in the 
year to third quarter 2004.

new orders for 2002 is forecast to rise 
by 10 per cent compared with 2001.

New orders for roads were worth 
£1,100 million in the first half of this 
year, compared with £1,500 million 
for the whole of 2001, and the High­
ways Agency has announced new 
road targets for this year and next. 
The water sector is now in the third- 
year boom period of its five-year 
periodic cycles and there are reports 
of skill and resource shortages. The 
need for intense activity in the road 
and rail maintenance sectors height­
ens on a daily basis.

With the peaks of the different 
sub-sectors coinciding, labour and 
materials availability is already start­
ing to sufferand, notwithstanding the 
long-term deals that have been estab­
lished, shortages of resources will be

‘Labour and 
materials 
availability is 
already 
starting to 
sufferand 
shortages of 

resources 
be the key 
driver in 
determining 
future tender 
price levels'

Input costs
The rate of increase of contractors’ 
input costs increased substantially 
during the third quarter of the year, 
with materials costs up by 3.2 per cent 
in the quarter. Labour rates are 4.2 
per cent higher than three months 
ago, with London bricklayers on £ 143 
per day compared with daily rates of 
£95 In South Wales, for instance.

Problems in the supply of rein­
forcement from within the UK have 
seen rebar prices increase by 16 per 
cent during the past three months, 
although prices may be forced higher 
still by the imposition of a tariff on 
imported steel. Despite difficulties in 
recruiting skilled labour, DTI figures 
show that the number of employees 
in construction during April was 8 
per cent higher than in April 2001.

Civil engineering
Tender prices are forecast to rise by at 
least 5 per cent during the next year 
and a further 3.8 per cent during the 
following year, on the back of an 
increasing workload for infrastruc­
ture across all sectors. The value of
401 the architects’ journal
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years, ihe redevelopment of Wembley 
Stadium. The speculative London 
office market has very much contract­
ed, with developers only going ahead 
after securing pre-lets. Unlike the last 
office boom, however, the ‘spec’ office 
market is now a much smaller percent­
age of the whole and the downturn has 
not had such a deleterious effect.

REGIONAL TENDER PRICE FORECAST

6 B YiMrtolstQuaner2003 Year to 1st Quarter 2004

Macro economic factor
A survey in August of independent 
analysts indicates growth in the UK 
economy of 1.7 per cent this year, rising 
to 2.7 per cent in 2003. Underlying 
rates of inflation are expected to 
remain within government targets, 
with year-on-year increases of 2.2 per 
cent this year and 2.4 per cent in 2003. 
Interest rates are unlikely to change this 
year. However, any military action in 
the Gulf would have a detrimental 
effect on the L^K and world economies, 
as oil prices would be driven up and 
any economic recovery in the US - 
which is already facing the possibility 
of a ‘double dip’ - would be hit.

Notwithstanding the latest de­
pressing news from the London StcKk 
Exchange, the UK economy remains 
basically sound and is better able to 
cope than those of the US and many 
European countries.
Paul Moore is an associate ami heaii of 
the cost research department at EC Har­
ris. E-mail pauimoore^charris.com

Tender prices
Continued higlt levels of construction 
activity mean that input costs are 
increasing, specialised subcontractors 
are able to pick and choose and tender 
prices continue to rise. Contractors 
remain optimistic and, with order 
books remaining full, negotiation of 
prices remains difficult. Looking fur­
ther ahead, increasing numbers of 
contractors are securing long-term 
relationships with chosen clients.

Long-term workload for London 
includes further phases of Canary 
Wharf, the continued development of 
Paddington Basin, Terminal Five, the 
Channel Tunnel Rail Link and, surely 
at some time in the next couple of

per cent. Despite some slowdown, 
construction output in the private 
housing sector is expected to rise by 6 
per cent this year, slowing to 1 per 
cent in 2003, before falling by 2 per 
cent in 2004.

The main forecasters of construc­
tion activity are predicting continued 
rises in output during the next two 
years. Construction Forecasting and 
Research (CFR), in its summer 2002 
forecast, is predicting that output will 
rise by 3.8 per cent in 2002, 3.2 per 
cent in 2003 and a further 2.2 per cent 
in 2004. The Construction Products 
Association forecasts output growth 
to average 3.5 per cent per annum 
through to 2004.

The repair and maintenance sec­
tor continues to benefit from higher 
spending on schools and health, and 
the shift of ownership of former local 
authority housing into the ownership 
of Registered Social Landlords that 
are undertaking major refurbishment 
programmes.

According to CFR, there should be 
a steady rise In the public non-resi- 
dential sector of 8 per cent this year, 
followed by 6 per cent in 2003 and 
2004 as spending on health and edu­
cation rises. The main threat to the 
sector is the possibility of the 
government not delivering on its 
commitments if an economic down­
turn curtails the availability of cash.

The private commercial sector, 
which accounts for approximately 
one third of all new work, is expected 
to show a flat performance. Offices 
are expected to perform poorly, 
although -Spending on retail schemes 
should rise.

2B September SOOS

The Start of 
any military 
action in the 
Gulf would 
have a 
detrimental 
effect on the 
UK and world

economies

Main points
• Construction outputin the second quarter of this year was 1 per cent higher 
than the previous quarter and 7 percent higher than the second quarter 200t.
• Construction output is forecast to increase by 3.8 percent this year, by 3.2 per 
cent in 2003 and by 2.2 per cent in 2004.
• Skilled labour ratesare up by 8.6 per cent nationally during the year to 
September 2002.
• Materials prices rose by 6.2 percent for the year,although difficulties in 
procuring reinforcement forced rebar up by 13-16 per cent in the same period.
• Commercial and industrial sectors facea slowdown. Infrastructure output is 
forecast to rise by 25 percent between 2001 and 2004.
• Refurbishment and maintenance output is forecast to rise by 3.S to4 per cent 
for each of the next three years.
• Tender pricesare forecast to rise nationally by 3.5 per cent during the next year 
and by 3.2 per cent during the year to third quarter 2004.
• Tender prices in London are forecast to rise by 4.8 per cent during the next year 
and by 4.2 per cent the year after.
• Civils tender prices are forecast to rise by almost 5 per cent during the next 
year with a further 3.8 per cent rise forecast the year to third quarter 2004.
• The underlying rate of retail price inflation is expected to run at 2.1 to 2.4 per 
cent for the next five years,
• Economic growth in the UK is forecast to rise by 1.7 per cent in 2002,2.7 per 
cent in 2003 and 2.3 to 2.7 per cent for the following three years.
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Making plans for the future cations (where they have already 
refused a similar application) and 
duplicate applications.

Controversial proposals to intro­
duce tariffs in place of planning 
obligations have been dropped and 
new guidance is to be produced for a 
more streamlined system.

The government’s response to consultations on its Planning 
Green Paper hints at major changes to the system
BY BRIAN WATERS

The government wants to promote a 
culture change in planning; Too often 
the culture of planning is reactive and 
defensive. We want a culture which 
promotes planning as a positive tool.’

We are promised a comprehensive 
programme of change - a 
major programme of action 
which is prioritised and 
scheduled; early legislation 
and new regulations and a plan for LDF preparation' 
programme for revising and 
updating national policy guidance.

Architects will have to stay on top 
of the changes, at least at the proce­
dural level and in advising clients of 
their implications. A statutory pur­
pose for planning is to be introduced,
‘subject to ensuring that this is done 
in a way that does not create addi­
tional complications for the way the 
system operates’.

Headlined in the press as a 
‘retreat’, the Green Paper’s suggested 
approval of major projects by Parlia­
ment has been replaced by an 
intention to replace planning policy 
guidance (PPGs) with national poli­
cy statements (PPSs), which will be 
‘more concise and better focused on 
implementation of policy objectives’.
These clear statements of national 
policy about the need for specific 
investment ‘will help reduce decision 
times’ so national policy will remain 
to be determined at high level.

Targets for decision times are to 
be introduced for the secretary of 
state’s own called-in and recovered 
appeal decisions. More refined tar­
gets for the planning inspectorate 
have already been announced.

(LDFs) and local transport plans can 
be prepared and to which they will be 
obliged to conform. Structure Plans 
remain to be abolished but counties 
retain a role in the preparation of 
strategic plans. There will be a single 

tier of LDFs which will 
replace the present plans.
Districts will be allowed to 
work together to produce 
joint frameworks which 
will comprise:

• a core strategy - to include a 
statement of community involve­
ment;
• a proposals section with a map 
showing site-specific policies; and
• area action plans for key areas of 
change or conservation.

Local authorities will be obliged to 
provide a three-year project plan for 
their preparation.

The process for consideration and 
adoption of plans is to be improved by 
abolishing the two-stage deposit 
process; promoting mediation over 
objections; timetabling the inquiry 
process; giving inspectors more con­
trol over procedures so allowing 
written, round-table and hearing 
examinations with no right of formal 
advocacy or cross-examination; and 
to make the inspector’s recommenda­
tions binding on the authority. The 
right of objectors to be heard is to 
remain, though presumed to be on an 
informal basis.
Inspectors will 'Statutory consultees will face a
be looking at the 
soundness of the

Performance indicators
The immediate thrust of action 
remains to do something to improve 
development control performance. 
Key decisions include targeting 90 per 
cent of delegated decisions to officers; 
adding a checklist of issues to applica­
tion forms; and introducing delivery 
contracts to match expectations of 
service delivery by authorities and 
applicants for large schemes once an 
application has been made.

To make the appeal process more 
efficient, the authority and the inspec­
torate will, for a short period (two or 
three weeks), be given dual jurisdic­
tion for non-determination cases. 
This should focus the authority on the 
case with the incentive of avoiding the 
work of fighting an appeal. Applicants 
will also find they have only three 
months during which to appeal.

Statutory consultees will face a 
statutory 21-day period in which to 
respond or lose the right and they will 
be encouraged to produce standing 
advice. They will not be given the right 
to charge applicants for their advice.

For the consumer, planning aid is 
to be given financial assistance, per­
missions are to be required to have 
reasons attached, and authorities will 
be obliged to give stakeholders the 
right to address planning committees. 
Since 1 July, planning obligations and 

similar agree­
ments have had 
to be published 
on the planning 
register.

Finally, a re­
view of enforcement is promised. It 
might make planning applications 
faster, fairer and more predictable - 
but it certainly will not be any simpler. 
• ODPM: Sustainable Communities 
- delivering through planning - visit 
www.planning.odpm.gov.uk/con5ult/ 
greenpap/scdtp/index.htm 
Brian Waters is principal of the Boisot 
Waters Cohen Partnership, tel 020 
78286555

'Local authorities will be obliged 
to provide a three-year project

21 -day period in v^4iich to respond
plan and will OT lose the right to appeal' 
no longer be
restricted to considering matters 
objected to.

Other Issues include the introduc­
tion of a certified statement of 
development principles (which might 
eventually replace outline planning 
permission if they prove to work) and 
the validity of permissions is to reduce 
from five to three years, but subject to 
LPA discretion. Local authorities will 
also be allowed to refuse repeat appli-

User*friendly planning
At regional and local level, clearer 
strategic and detailed planning is 
promised. Regional planning guid­
ance is to be replaced by a statutory 
regional spatial strategy, which will be 
given the same weight as the local 
development plan. This will provide 
the strategic framework within which 
new local development frameworks
^2 I the architects’ journal 2B September SOOS
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matters
African e-mail 
scam takes white 
farmer twist

Will there be a flood of claims 
after a claim on floods?
The Human Rights Act 1998 was heralded as 
marking a significant change in our legal system. 
To date, its impact has been muted. However, in 
February of this year in Morc/cvThameslVafef,the 
Court of Appeal left the door on human rights 
ajar for people adversely affected by works, or the 
lack of them, carried out by public authorities.

Mr Marcic lived in Stanmore, Middlesex. Mis 
house stood at the lowest point of Old Church 
Lane, under which ran a foul sewer and a surface 
water sewer. His house was regu larly and seriously 
flooded by overflow from both sewers. A mere 15 
minutes of heavy rain was sufficient to cause 
flooding. Mr Marcic claimed against Thames 
Water - which was responsible for the sewers - in 
nuisance, and under the Human Rights Act 1998. 
His claim was that the failure 
to provide a proper 
drainage system infringed 
his right to respect for his 
home, Marcic was a test 
case, fought by Thames 
because of its potential 
liability to numerous house­
holds similarly at risk.

8y the time of the trial, Mr 
Marcic had been waiting 
nine years for his flooding 
problem to be addressed.
Almost nothing had been 
done by Thames during 
that time, although Mr Marcic had taken steps 
himself to try to protect his home. Experts 
agreed that major engineering works would be 
needed to stop the flooding.

The problem Mr Marcic faced with pursuing 
his nuisance claim was that Thames'obligations 
were defined by the statutory framework under 
which it operates. Essentially, Mr Marcic's case 
was that Thames should have carried out works 
to the sewers: Thames said that It could not be 
obliged to do so. The judge at first instance 
decided,after lengthy consideration of the statu­
tory provisions,thatThames was right.

But rather than leaving Mr Marcic without a 
remedy against Thames, the judge went on to 
decide that the human rights claim succeeded. 
Thames’failure to carry out works to bring to an 
end the repeated flooding of Mr Marcic's house 
interfered with his human rights.

Both parties appealed. Mr Marcic appealed 
against the finding that his nuisance claim failed. 
Thames appealed against the finding that Mr

44 Che ar^hicecte' journal

Marcic's human rights had been infringed. The 
Court of Appeal allowed Mr Marcic's appeal and 
rejected Thames'.

In finding that Thames was liable in nuisance, 
the Court of Appeal's judgment focused on the 
common law and statutory provisions in that 
area. It did not dwell long on the human rights 
aspect, it being unnecessary having found for Mr 
Marcic on the other grounds. However, what was 
said about the claim suggests there is potential 
for human rights to be brought into play in simi­
lar circumstances.

The Court of Appeal went further than the 
judge at first instance who, in considering the 
claim, had accepted that there had to be a bal­
ancing act between Mr Marcic's rights and the 

competing interests of 
Thames'other customers. 
The judge had agreed 
that Thames had a wide 
margin of discretion in 
deciding how best to 
allocate its available 
funds, and how to plan 
and prioritise its works. 
However, having taken 
those matters into 
account, he concluded 
that, on the facts, Mr 
Marcic's rights had been 
infringed.

The Court of Appeal hypothesised that Thames' 
system of priorities might have been entirely fair, 
and that system might have resulted in no works 
being planned to assist Mr Marcic in the foresee­
able future. Following the reasoning of the 
judge at first instance, that would have left Mr 
Marcic with no remedy. The court doubted 
whether such a result would accord with Mr Mar-

You may remember the 419 e-mail 
racket which urges you to engage in 
ripping off an African country for lots 
of dosh - using your bankaccount 
(AJ 23.5.02). Incidentally, don't. It's a 
scam. When you get your latest e-mall 
from Lagos or wherever you should, 
apparently,forward a copy of It to 
419(?sprlng39.demon.co.uk before 
deleting it.

The scam has taken an imaginative 
twist, reports The Register iX 
www.theregister.co.uk.Now the 
invitation comes from a Zimbabwean 
white farmer who is trying to get his 
association's funds out of the country. 
Your proposed take is a cool million. 
Incidentally, Theffeglsferls selling 419 
T-shirts for £ 12 with the text of a typical 
e-mallon the back, and on the front: 'My 
money went to Nigeria and all I got was 
this lousy T-shirt.' Look at the bottom of 
The Register homepage for the cash and 
carrion shop.

The Greek ban on all electronic 
computer games reported here a few 
weeks ago has been halted by a Greek 
court which ruled this bit of idiocy 
unconstitutional (AJ 12.9.02).Naturally 
the fuzz brought a case which had 
nothingtodowith Illegal gambling, the 
original reason for Greece's Whitehall 
laying down the ban on all computer 
games. It was about two Internet cafe 
owners who allowed their customers to 
play Counter-Strike and online chess, 
reports the BBC at www.bbc.com

This column does not run to a credible 
speed testing kit but I reckon broadband 
downloading via Telewest cable modem 
Is considerably fasterthan via BT 
Internet. Long-suffering readers will 
recall the tediums of installing and 
maintaining BT broadband - and trying 
to talk to the call centre, 50 miles rKMih of 
Inverness - ever since BT introduced Ks 
DIY broadband. But nothing Is perfect 
and recently T^ewest circulated its 
subscribers with the information that it 
had lost everyone's e-mails. Happily, I had 
kept my old ISP - largely because I like to 
maintain e-mail files on my computer. 
sutherland.lyaH@btirHernet.com

26 September 2009

'Marcic was a test 
case,fought by 
Thames because of 
its potential liability 

to numerous 
households at risk'

cic's human rights. That suggests that a public 
authority may have to pay compensation to I nd i- 
viduais adversely affected by its carrying out of 
its tasks, even if those tasks are property carried 
out for the benefit for the community as a whole.

This potentially calls into question the liability 
of public authorities carrying out discretionary 
statutory functions in numerous areas, even if 
their discretion is exercised reasonably. It may 
not be long before another sewerage claim, or a 
tree root claim, or pest control claim, or pollution 
abatement claim, appears that tries to push the 
door open further.

Sue Lindsey
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Metalworks AcousticsThe first time I got 
on an aeroplane, I 
made sure I sat next 
to the window. We 
took off from a wet 
Gatwick. But this 
did not prevent me 
seeing a rooftop, 
onto which some­

one had painted the word ‘Teas’. As if, upon 
landing, one might seek out the place or 
even defenestrate in mid-flight for the 
allure of tea. The point was that somebody 
had constructed the following (flawed) syl­
logism; aircraft fly over our roof, therefore 
you can see the roof from the aircraft, there­
fore the roof makes a good place for an 
advertisement. Or what if someone had cal­
culated that the teas would be arriving at 
that moment on board the aircraft? Imag­
ine my horror when, recently mid-North 
Sea, I sawa boat with the words'dodgy meat 
sandwich’ emblazone upon the deck.

All of which brin^ me to the conclusion 
that objects in the landscape make good 
place to advertise. McDonald’s wants to 
project the‘Golden Arches’ onto the moon. 
This must be the ultimate in corporate 
philistinism, but smaller lacerations of the 
soul occur daily. So it comes as some relief 
that most of the inclusions in this issue of 
Metalworks are too bijou to support overt 
advertising of any sort - except, of course, 
the best kind, which is the material expres­
sion of the client’s requirements in the care 
and detail evident in the finished ‘product’.

Smallness brings its own problems. 
Compact solutions need a more inventive 
approach to ‘putting things away’. The 
maxim, ‘a place for everything and every­
thing in its place’ becomes both more rele­
vant, but somehow also obsolete in a culture 
where worth is measured by possessions. 
Where to store the material validators of our 
existence becomes not only problematic, 
but also emblematic. The words ‘storage 
solution’ have never seemed more alluring.

Good architecture can provide a useful 
antidote to the need to surround oneself 
with consumer durables. There is an idea 
borrowed from the Japanese in buildings 
but used for centuries in boats and cara­
vans. It derives from what Vitruvius 
expressed as ‘firmness, commodity and 
delight’ and Frank Pick, somewhat less elo­
quently, as ‘fitness for use’. It is that objects 
should actually be useful and that utility is 
beautiful, and that this can be expressed in a 
small building, because everything is there 
on its merits. I suppose we could paint 
‘Architecture’ on the roof just to make sure. 
Matthew Teague
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Floored genius
Tests on the acoustic performance of composite deck floors 
show many easily outperform current standards

BY MARK GORGOLEVSKI

One example of a Slimdek residential 
building is an eight-storey development in 
Glasgow that consists of 49 high-quality 
apartments, including a penthouse and 
eight duplex (two-storey) apartments. The 
composite floor consists of 280mm asym­
metric Slimflor Beams using 225mm deep 
decking to give a 300mm deep composite 
slab with a resilient floor and suspended 
ceiling.

For a high-profile 19-storey steel frame 
residential development in Manchester, 
consisting of 84 apartments and four pent­
houses, the developer specified acoustic 
standards considerably better than Building 
Regulations. The chosen construction was of 
the type used in many multi-storey steel­
framed commercial buildings. It consists of 
a hot-rolled steel frame with downstand 
beams supporting a composite steel deck 
floor. This has a floating screed and plaster­
board ceiling

The acoustic test results (as summarised in 
the table opposite) show that such floors can 
easily achieve acoustic insulation standards 
considerably better than those required by 
current and projx>sed future r^ulations. In 
the Glasgow building, the average airborne 
sound insulation (Ditw) was found to be 
62dB. This compares very well with the mini­
mum acceptable in the Building Regulations 
- 52dB. The average impact sound transmis­
sion (L’nT») was found to be 48dB, which also 
outperforms the Building Regulations
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Acoustic performance is increasing in 
importance in residential specifications as 
developers and occupants demand higher 
standards. The Building Regulations for res­
idential buildings include minimum stan­
dards of acoustic performance for walls and 
floors between dwellings (separating walls 
and floors), and these are due to be upgrad­
ed in 2002/03. The government recently 
announced that it intends to introduce 
mandatory testing of a sample of all 
dwellings at each site, although Robust 
Standard Details may be allowed as an alter­
native way of showing compliance.

Hot-rolled steel framing with composite 
floors is increasingly being used in residen­
tial apartment buildings and mixed-use 
developments where the benefits, which 
include speed, quality and off-site prefabri­
cation, are important. In order to demon­
strate the acoustic performance of steel 
frames with composite floors, the Steel Con­
struction Institute has been collecting 
acoustic test data from steel-framed residen­
tial developments in the UK.

Tests have been carried out on two build­
ings using Slimdek construction with ASB 
beams and deep-profiled decking, and in two 
buildings using shallow-deck composite 
floors with downstand beams. These are gen­
erally in city-centre locations and are either 
mixed-use developments of retail and com­
mercial space with residential above, or free­
standing medium-height residential blocks.

Cover shows Southport pier-head 
Photograph by Chris Brink
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In addition to 
the acoustic 
performance, 
speed, quality and 
the benefits of 
off-site fabrication 
are some of the 
advantages of

hot-rolled steel 
framing with 
composite floors 
in apartment 
buildings and 
mixed-used 
developments

requirement of less than 61dB by a consider­
able margin. The building in Manchester 
also performed impressively. The Dnsw was 
found to be 65dB and the L’m- was found to 
be only 45dB.

These test results are also considerably 
better than the requirements of the optional 
‘Enhanced Acoustic Standards’ set out in a 
recent BRE publication' for developers who 
wish to specify a standard higher than that 
imposed by the regulations. They also con­
siderably outperform the proposed stan­
dards for the revi.sed Building Regulations.

With any type of construction, good 
acoustic performance is dependent on good 
detailing and effective site practices. SCI 
and Corus plan to carry out further acoustic 
testing of steel-frame buildings with com­
posite Boor slabs and to publish guidance 
on detail design for achieving good acoustic 
performance. More information is available 
in SCI case studies on Slirndek'.
Mark Gorgolevski is cw architect and envi­
ronmental cimsuliant

Acoustic test results from four buildings with composite slab separating floors

Airborne sound 
D>t»

Impact sound
I.’ L otm-i-GDniH-f-Gi nT»

Current Building Regulations (mean) 52dB 61dR

Proposed new regulations________

Enhanced (Quiet Homes) standard

45dB 62dB
50dB 57dB

Average test results from buildings
References
1 Specifying dwellings with enhanced 
sound insulation - a guide, BRE, 2000
2 Case Study 4, Data sheet 1, Case Studies 
on Slirndek, Steel Construction Institute, 
2002, Publication P309
• The Building Regulations 2000: Propos­
als for amending Part E - Resistance to the 
passage of sound, DETR 2001
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Glasgow - Slirndek 

Cardiff - Slirndek*

62dB 54dB 4«dB 49dB

62dB 56dB 23dB* 19dB*

Manchester - composite deck 
with downstand beams 68dB 44dB

Cardiff - composite deck 
with downstand beams* 63dB 25dB*

* Impact tests carried out with carpet in place
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Master and servant the opposite of mmimalism: wild. Gothic and 
exactly what every rock musician needs. 
When the client’s vehicle drives up to it, a 
pair of motorised glass doors slides op>en; 
instruments can be unloaded and taken into 
the studio through another glazed sliding 
door set in the wall of the house.

The new enclosure also acts as an 
entrance for the family. Walking boots can 
be washed in two Belfast sinks while the 
floor is a polished coloured concrete, 
resilient to mud and easy to wipe down.

Although the design makes no reference 
to the classical qualities of the original 
house, its strength and robustness are com­
plementary. The oversized chimneys, stone 
roofs and‘punctured’ windows are similarly 
dramatic.

Wilkins explains the concept: ‘We con­
ceived the glass roof and its steel structure as 
an oversized piece of furniture, a large 
kitchen table placed against the house. This 
approach encouraged us to design the ele­
ments under the roof as individual pieces of 
furniture, rather than as a series of enclosing 
architectural elements such as hallway, store 
and cupboard. In this way, the modernity 
of our additions stands in isolation to the

Gareth Wilkins’ glass and steel entrance is an eye-catching 
addition to this rock star-owned, 1930s mansion in Sussex

BY SUSAN DAWSON. PHOTOGRAPHS BY FRANCK ROBERT

For better or worse, many country houses 
that once belonged to the gentry have now 
passed into the hands of the new elite, with 
new requirements. One such is Storries, a 
two-storey, detached brick mansion on an 
18ha estate in Sussex, bought by an ex­
member of the rock band Depeche Mode, to 
become his studio, home and office.

Built In 1934, it lies just below the summit 
of a rolling hill - the principal rooms face 
south with dramatic views over the South 
Downs. To the north, the servants’ wing 
forms two sides of a courtyard. The archi­
tect, Gareth Wilkins of CCCP, has enclosed 
this courtyard to form a giant porte-cochere 
in steel and glass, a much-needed new access 
to the house for cars, large vans and people, 
while resolving several other issues.

Like many grand houses, Storries has a

41 Metalworks

stately drive which sweeps into a formal 
gravelled entrance court, where an imposing 
front door forms the centrepiece of the north 
facade, leading into a grand hall. Unfortu­
nately, it was exposed to strong winds; every 
time the door was opened fierce gusts blasted 
through the house. The client also needed a 
place to load and unload large and expensive 
pieces of musical and audio equipment 
under cover. Finally, Storries had a problem 
below the kitchen and servants’ wing - the 
basement flooded when it rained, partly due 
to a failed land-drainage system but also 
from flash floods running down the hillside.

The problems are resolved in the enclo­
sure, which is a tour-de-force of steel and 
glass - a wild triangular steel truss zigzags 
under the glass roof and breaks out freely at 
one side to create an overhanging canopy. It is

Autumn 2002



The new enclosure at Storries is a tour de 
force of steel and glass and one that solves a 
number of practical problems and provides 
an attractive space for relaxation

house, but the diversity of their arrange­
ment provides a new "cornerstone” within 
its volume. It results in a minor modern 
masterplan within the larger classical grand 
plan of the house and its grounds.'

In practical terms, the new entrance has 
created additional usable space. With the 
original front door redundant, the hall is 
now an ideal space for the client to practice 
on his grand piano.

The field drainage has been repaired and, 
to deal with flash floods running down the 
hillside, a reservoir has been created in the 
basement, set below a metal mesh deck.

Even before the new enclosure was com­
plete, the client decided he liked the space 
too much to use it just as an unloading bay. 
The addition of a wine rack on the wall, a 
couple of bar stools and a counter turned 
one corner into a place to relax. The chance 
to sit and look through glass walls at one's 
classic car collection is a real ‘value-added’ 
component of the new enclosure

Autumn 2002
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60min dia steel 12mm toughened 10mm dear crystal

A steel tri*girder truss 
supporting a glass roof 
The new enclosure is flanked on 
two sides by the L-shaped walls 
of the house and on one side by 
an original freestanding brick 
wall. A new glass wall incorpo­
rates a pair of motorised glass 
entrance doors that slides open 
against it.

The glass roof and its steel 
structure are independent of the 
walls, The structure consists of 
a single 450 x 250mm spine 
beam, stiffened to resist torsion, 
it is supported at one end by a 
steel column against the house 
wall; at the other end it extends 
beyond the glass doors and rests 
on a skeletal steel ‘tower’.

The tower is a three-sided, 
tri-girder truss structure of 
50mm-diameter solid steel rods 
welded to the ends of 25mm- 
thick triangular steel plates, 
which tapers to the top.

The spine beam supports a 
tri-girder truss that zigzags over 
the courtyard, tapering towards 
the courtyard walls to reflect 
structural forces. It is formed of 
three 50mm-diameter solid 
steel rods welded to a series of 
triangular plates which act as 
stiffeners. Above the spine 
beam, it is stiffened with addi­
tional steel plates welded along 
its length to resist deflection. 
The truss extends beyond the 
glass doors to support the glass 
roof as a canopy.

A series of 120 x 80mni RHS 
purlins, each with a row of 
60mm-diameter steel bosses 
welded to it, runs over the truss­
es. The 12mm-thick frameless 
glass roof panels are bolted to 
the bosses with 60mm-diameter 
patch plates.

The glass roof slopes towards 
the centre and runs into an alu­
minium gutter running above 
the spine beam. It discharges 
into the central support of the 
tower, a 120mm-diameter solid 
rod drilled with a 70mm-diam- 
eter rainwater outlet.

glass roof panelboss welded to RHS silicone ioint

ZOrrm open movement
^nl between vertical' ~
gladrtg artd roof glazing '

250Kl2$[|viillU
xguffiirwlth I.Smm

nibber lining

12mm toughen^

120 X 80mm RHS puninglass vertical upstand —*

\ set on 35mm dia saddles
\ welded to iri-girder
\ 120mm dia solid rod drilled

glass
for 70mm dia ralrtwater outletclamped

between 450 X 250 X 5mm steel spirte
plates iRSitstIfferted with internal 

to resist torsion0
0 \

'tri-girderlltw of three

SOmm dia solid steel rods
welded to I Smm trtartgulai100x12mm^
steel plates at 300mm ers

rear ^te -'

4with nylon •' 100x7Sx10mm RSA
shimand clamped through glass

to rear plate Withneoprene
M12 bolts at 500mm erslining

200 X 100mm Rifs fixed 2 X 2.4m x 10mm
320 x80mmas main frame to toughened glass panel
galvRHSsliding door

75x50mmgalvRHSj| I 
door frame hung i, . J
from sliding track:
track fixed to RHS
frame at 400mm ers

10mm toughened
glass door panel

200 X10mm steel
base support plate
fixed with M10
socket head fixings
to steel angle
bolted to coTKrete

20 X 20mm steel
beads screwed
Co frame

15mm steel plate
doorllnlng-

posliton of electric
door motor

v r
110mm polished SOmm dia solid steel rods >
concrete screed welded to 2Smm triangular

steel plates to formgafv steel grating
CUT-AWAY ISOMETRIC OF ROOF STRUCTURE AND TOWER tapered tower
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Working details
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as sliding door frame
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roof panel
steel boss 
welded to RHS i[ tri-gIrder trussRHS purlin
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i polished plaster 
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in RHS frame -tapered tower

ii
electrk 
door motor

raised slate and 
glass walkway gafv steel grating 

■esdeck

37"

1 .1

coTKrete Kreed

Inew coTKrete footing
line of steps to 
basement

SECTION A - A THROUGH ENCLOSURE
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The end of the pier show
Shed KM’S new glass and steel pavilion at the pier-head in 
Southport has brought some seaside magic back to the area

BY SUSAN DAWSON. PHOTOGRAPHS BY CHRIS BRINK

For Victorian holidaymakers at the seaside, a Co, won a limited competition to design a
walk along the pier was a favourite summer new pavilion at the pier-head.
pastime. Their need for exercise was certain- ‘We wanted to create an exciting deslina-
ly satisfled at Southport, north Lancashire; tion at the seaward end of the pier, a build-
the pier stretched out to sea for more than ing which would act as a counterpoint to
1,100m, the second longest in the country. this historic piece of engineering,’ explains

It was built by engineer James Brunlees Dave King of Shed KM. The new pavilion
using his ‘pile jetting’ system and completed does just that. It is a delicate structure of
in I860. Although often referred to as the exposed steelwork and glass which offers
first purpose-built ‘pleasure pier’, its pier warmth, shelter and a magnificent view of
head was also an embarkation point for the Mersey estuary and the Welsh hills 

through a 45m glazed wall. The original 
hammerhead-shaped pier head gives 
encompassing views of the bay. The pavilion 
is set on independent foundations to one 
side of it to avoid obstructing these views. It 
will contain a cafe, exhibition and WCs - a

steamers - in those days the Southport 
channel had not silted up as it has today. The 
pier was a great success; in response to 
steamer passengers’ complaints about the 
long way to carry luggage and the lack of 
shelter, a refreshment room was built at the

Visitors to the pavilion at the end of 
Southport pier are revrarded for their 
long walk with enjoyment of a magic and 
memorable destination

pier head and a steam-driven tramway 
installed to ride out to it.

Like other Victorian piers, Southport pier 
declined. The channel silted up and boats 
were unable to reach the pier-head. The 
pavilion was demolished and the pier-head 
buildings were destroyed by fire. In the 
1990s, now Grade Il-listed, it was saved from 
demolition by a group of enthusiasts who 
subsequently raised funds to restore it. The 
architect Shed KM, together with McAllister

welcome relief for those who have walked 
the best part of a mile to get to the end of the 
pier. A new three-car tram, planned to run 
along the pier, has not yet materialised.

In plan the pavilion is extremely simple, a 
single-storey 45 x 18m space with canted 
fully glazed walls on the south-west side - 
the great view - and the north-east side - the 
main entrance. Two solid service cores 
house an office, kitchen and WCs; clad with 
bright blue panels, they create a buffer zone

at the glazed northeast wall, which flanks the 
original pier, and frame the main entrance. 
The roof extends over the main entrance to 
shelter it and gently rises to oversail the 
glazed facade on the south-west. The two 
glazed walls are flanked by solid gable walls 
on the north-west and south-east sides, clad 
with trapezoidal aluminium sheet.

The pavilion has an exposed steel 
structure and aluminium roof covering and
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cladding - a logical choice for lightness and rest on extended and tapered floor beams. CREDITS
strength, and suggestive of the image of a 
ship moored alongside the pier. The roof 
rests on six exposed steel beams that gently 
curve and taper towards the south-west wall. 
They are supported and braced by six V- 
shaped 250 x 150mm RHS columns which 
run along the exhibition space, and by six 
canted 250 x 150mm RHS columns running 
outside the entrance wall, braced by exposed 
steel A-frames. On the south-west facade the

At the gable ends both sets of columns are 
set outside the wails so that the structure is

ARCHITECT 
Shed KM
Dave King, Mark Sidebotham
STRUCTURAL AND SERVICES ENGINEER
Posford Haskoning
QUANTITY SURVEYOR
Posford Haskoning
MAIN CONTRACTOR
Harbour & General
SUPPLIERS
Standing-seam aluminium roof Kalzip; trapezoidal 
sheet cladding Welttec; structural glazing 0 J 
Taffinder; ptenum ra/sed fl«x)rQuili90tti: carpentry 
Specialist Joinery Services: entrance door 
Dorma; internal doors Accent Hansen; escape 
doors MAG Hansen; lighting iGuzzini, Kreon

clearly visible.
The space is heated by means of heat 

pumps that provide warm or cool air to a 
raised access floor plenum; an exposed alu­
minium duct runs along the ceiling to 
extract waste air.

Since it was built, Southport sands have 
silted up to the extent that the pier now pass­
es over reclaimed land - surprisingly an 
ornamental lake, a miniature-golf course 
and a road run below it before you even 
reach the beach. It is a long walk but with a 
special magic and a memorable destination.

glazing is supported by structural steel mul- 
lions (see working detail overleaf). The 
ia|>ered ends of the roof beams extend 
beyond the glazing, propped with slender 
steel struts braced with diagonal rods, which
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Metalworks Little gems
paired 150 x75mm 
RSAs wekted back-to^back 
with 20mm plate as 
structural mullion

Single-storey structure with 
aluminium roof covering 
The structural grid is spaced at 
7.5m to relate to the structural 
grid of the pier. Each section of 
the grid consists of a pair of 
piles on which rest a tapered 
457 X 191mm universal beam 
and crossbeams, supporting 
permanent formwork and a cast 
in-situ slab floor. The canted 
250 X 150mm RHS columns and 
V-shaped 250 x 150mm RHS 
columns rest on the tapered 
floor beams.

The two upper ends of the V- 
shaped columns slot into the 
undersides of the tapered roof 
beams. They are fabricated from 
30mm-thick steel plate and sup­
port a series of 160 x 80mm 
RHS purlins and a standing- 
seam aluminium roof covering.

The southwest facade is 
glazed with double-glazed units 
(19mm toughened glass, 12mm 
cavity and 6mm glass inner 
leaf), which are supported by 
canted structural steel muUions. 
The mullions are formed of 
paired back-to-back 75 x 
150mm steel angles welded 
together with 20mm plates. The 
glass units rest on steel angles 
bolted to the mullions and are 
secured with 60 x 40mm steel 
angle beads screwed to the main 
angles with countersunk screws.

Where the roof beams pro­
ject beyond the glazed facade, 
the paired back-to-back angles 
are welded together with a 
230mm-wide plate, allowing 
the beam to slot between the 
angles. The mullions rise above 
the line of the beams and are 
bolted to the purlins. At their 
bases, they are bolted to project­
ing steel plates welded to the 
floor beam.

A steel handrail runs along 
the glazed wall. It is formed of 
continuously welded 100 x 
50mm RHS members with 
tapered brackets that slot 
between the back-to-back 
angles of the mullions and are 
bolted to them.

150x7Smm 
R5A glazing head plate lined with 

Insulation and 
MOF panel57 X 50 X 3mm 

aluminium 
glazing channel

fixing cleat / ^ '

fixing cteatto purlin 
slotied between 
back-to-back RSAs fixing cleat

1
double-glazed unit;-------
19nvn toughened glasi 
12mm cavity and 
6mm glass inner leaf

150x 7Smm 
RSA glazing head

57 X 50 X 3mm 
aluminium 

.glazing channel
.i.

I rI

's'
s'*"-^1

I
230mm wide tapered 
roof beam fabricated 
from SOmni steel plate

120 x 80mm RHS 
braced with diagonal 
20mm dia rods

230mm wide steel plate 
welded between 
back-io-back RSAs to 
form glazing muNion

double-glazed unit; 
19rrvn toughened glass, 
t2rTwn cavity and 
6mm glass Inner leafI ISOMETRIC DETAIL OF STEEL GLAZING MULUOWS |

paired ISOx 7Smm 
RSAs welded back-to^back 
wRh 20mm plate as |

structural mullion i

double-glazed unit; 
19mm toughersed glass. 
12mm cavity and 
6mm glass inner leafplate welded between 

paired 150x7Smm 
back-to-back RSAs to 
form glazing mullion -

60 X 40mm arsgle 
bead screwed to RSA 
with c/sunk screws

I
60 X 40mm angle 
bead screwed to RSA 
with c/sunk screws

{

HD

Nne of 230mm 
wide plate

J_

! r

230mm wide tapered 
roof beam fabricated 
from 30mm steel plate

120xBDmmRHS 
braced with diagonal 
20mm dia tods

I

l_DETAIL PLAN OF GLAZED WALl]
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Working details

aluminium nosing

250x150mm RHS 
purlin with welded 
10mm steel plate as 
mullion fixing cleat

mullk>n bolted 
to purlin with 
fixing cleat

line of paired 150x7Smm 
RSAs welded back-to-back 
with 20mm plate as 
structural mullion

aluminium standing 
seam roof covering

mineral fibre 
Insulation quilt

1 SO X 75mm 
ASA glazing head

vapour control layer

aluminium soffit 
panel fixed to 
rrtetal sub-frame aluminium 

lifter tray
2mm pressed 
aluminium flashing

\

\\ \\57x SOxSrrvn'J 
'^(uminium 
\ feting channel\ --T\

160 X 80mm—I 
RHS purlin\

\double-glazed unit: ^
19mm toughened glass,—^ 
12mm cavity and \

6mm glass ktrter leaf

V \\ tapered roof beam 
fabricated from 
30mm steel plate

\\ \
\

\
120 x 80mm 
RHS braced with 
diagortal 20mm dia rods

V
\
X\
\
\

\ 100 X 50mm hartdrail 
fixed with tapered bracket 
between paired rTtuNsons

\
\
V

V

\
I

\ 25mm marine ply 
on treated sw bearers

5mm sill plate fixed 
through shims to UB raised access floor

\handrail formed of 
100 x 50mm RHSvifth 
urtderside plate cut out

\ aluminium
artgle

rubber Aoor 
coverirtg57 X 50 X 3mm 

ahjmirtium 
glazing channel 1/

\
-lOOmm insulation■\2mm pressed 

aluminium flashing 38mm insulation 
board1

150x7Smm RSAsiN

t
\plate fixed to tapered 

bracket with ss c/surtk 
hex head flxittg

paired 150 x 7Smm 
RSA mullion bolted 
to fixing deal

X
r^y-\ y-\\ f\

I

\

\
RHS bolted to tapered I 
457xl91mmUB

4S7x 191mm Ufi 
with welded 10mm 
steel plate as 
mullion fixing cleat

cast in situ slab 
on permanent formwork\

1

] DETAIL A AT HANDRAIL DETAIL SECTION THROUGH GLAZED SOUTH WALL
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Metalworks Little gems

Heart of glass
BB Partnership's sensitive extension of Highgate Paviiion 
maintained the integrity of the original Lorenz/Arup design

BY SUTHERUND LYALL. PHOTOGRAPHS BY ANGLE

Busiakiewicz says: ‘Solglas helped with the 
specification for the glass and our engineer, 
Alf Campion, did definitive work on struc­
tural glass.’

There is no structural support from the 
external walls - not that this would have 
been particularly effective because the 
brickwork is all stack bond, which acts as a 
scries of connected columns rather than 
spreading the load like conventional brick­
work. There are two 114mm diameter steel 
columns set back inside behind the line of 
the glazing. They support the front section 
of the roof. At the back a single column lines 
up in the corner of the bed space to carry 
one of the two main longitudinal beams. 
The longitudinal beam on the other side is 
supported at the back by a bracket off the 
existing house wall. The roof structure is 
more complicated than that because it also 
involves diagonal bracing and deploys the 
loadbearing bathroom walls for some lateral 
and longitudinal support. The outer 300- 
400mm of roof is supported on welded jack 
beams. You do not see this because the 
internal walls and ceiling have a hard plaster 
surface.

One of the complicated structural issues 
was the conflict between the need for an 
adequate steel depth for the root of the
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There is a house in Fitzroy Park in London’s 
Highgate that has an architectural history. 
Designed in 1958 by Erhard Lorenz with the 
help of his friend Ove Arup, it is a brick, con­
crete and glass pavilion with a shallow but­
terfly roof. It was reckoned good enough to 
be featured in both The Architectural Review 
and Architectural Design.

In 1995, the AR focused on Eva Jiricna’s 
internal remodelling and her lightweight 
steel and (mostly) glass leisure facilities. 
Three years later the owner made an unsuc­
cessful planning application to enlarge the 
house, then sold it.

Says Busiakiewicz: ‘We were looking to 
create a balance between the theme of the 
Jiricna glazing and transparency and the 
original brick and concrete and glass house 
- bearing in mind that for guests there was a 
need for privacy.’ Because the new structure 
is a guest suite, there is an all-glass link back 
to the main entrance hall. It is all glass 
because it encloses big windows to the exist­
ing study and living room.

Simple arrangement
The pavilion’s plan is simple enough: a 
central bathroom with a kitchen recess, an 
open bed area at the back and a living area at 
the front, where two big sliding glass doors 
lead out to a small terrace covered by a 
cantilevered extension of the single-ply 
Sarna roof.

StructuraUy it is a concrete slab on stub 
pillars with internal load-bearing bathroom 
walls and a steel roof structure. Although 
there are several panels of brickwork around 
the perimeter, they are just that: panels. 
With the exception of one short section at 
the back, all have clerestory windows above 
them so that the roof appears to float. Except 
for the two sliding doors at the front, the 
glazing under the roof edges is frameless; in 
fact, they are standard double-glazed units.

Balancing recent traditions 
In 1999, the new owner asked BB Partner­
ship to reinvestigate the possibility of 
extending the house.

In looking through the previous applica­
tion and adjudication, BB Partnership’s 
Henry Busiakiewicz discovered that the ear­
lier application was for an extension in front 
of the house and that the inspector had 
actually reckoned that the number of bed­
rooms was disproportionately small for the 
size of the house and its plot. The architect 
cautiously explored several possibilities with 
the planners and they finally agreed to the 
current scheme at the back of the house.
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IWo inconspicuous 
steel columns 
support the front 
section of the roof 
on Uie latest 
extension at the 
rear of the 
Lorenz/Arup- 
designed brick, 
concrete and glass

Highgate Pavilion. 
The roof structure is 
supported on 
concealed welded 
jack beams and 
appears to float

This rather thicker roof build-up accommo­
dates insulation, water pipes, electric con­
duits, air-conditioning ducts and the like.

So, close-up at least, the edge of the roof 
appears to be a 225mm by 75mm stainless 
steel U section on its side. In fact it is decora­
tive. Somewhat in the tradition of the Sea­
gram Building, it is a steel facing to a steel 
structure - without, here, the need for inter­
vening fire protection. Busiakiewicz says: Tt 
was a difficult thing for the fabricators to 
achieve on site. There couldn’t be any face 
fixings or welded attachments on the back. 
Eventually, the engineer devised a complex 
arrangement of fixings and the channel 
came on site in relatively short long sections. 
Each of them had to be aligned vertically 
and horizontally with very fine joints.’

Campion engineer John Paul says: ‘The 
architect didn’t want a painted or anodised 
finish, so we couldn’t weld anything because 
you can’t rely on polishing to remove weld 
bloom - although, in the end, we did have 
the corners welded and buffed. The fabrica­
tors reckoned we could get away with pol­
ishing out the discoloration in this special 
circumstance. To fix the stainless steel chan­
nel, we used a 3M adhesive to fix a smaller 
channel to its back and bolted that on to the 
edge of the main steel roof structure.’

cantilever, the need to maintain a 225mm tilever beam and adds to the load. Solving
roof-edge depth and the fact that there was a this problem involved some ingenuity and
150mm deep slot in the ceiling where the the use ofwelded stiffening plates, 
roller blinds were hidden directly behind the The main factor in this problem was that, 
glazing - including the glazing under the externally, the architect was anxious to
cantilever. In addition, there was a smaller maintain as narrow a roof edge as possible,
slot for the sliding mechanism of the doors They had created a kind of second roof on
at the front, which further weakens the can- top, set well back behind the visible edge.
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Back to basics Inexpensive galvanised steel cladding 
gives this uncompromising house a tough 
but crisp appearance, with nothing 
precious about itWiiliam Russell's house in London’s East End makes the first 

domestic use of Cryoform’s off-the-shelf steel covering

BY EDWIN HEATHCOTE. PHOTOGRAPHS © RED COVER/ED REEVE

The grey sky was draped low over east Lon­
don’s Brick Lane the day I went to see 
William Russell’s house, The area’s scraggy 
mix of dirty Victorian brickwork, shuttered 
backstreet lock-ups, overstuffed whole­
salers’ displays stocked with spangly gew­
gaws has been shaken up by Russell’s tough 
but crisp block of steel and glass. But there 
is, refreshingly, nothing precious about this 
architect’s new house. Russell has avoided 
the prissy minimalism or self-conscious bill­
boarding of many architects’ houses.

The hard surface and occasional glint of 
the galvanised steel cladding, coupled with 
the basic, raw concrete and the skeletal 
structure and fittings, make the building a 
very London shade of grey. It seems to 
reflect the dense cloud and suck up the 
monotone of the pavements, wire fences and 
steel shutters that characterise the area.

The architect has achieved this palette 
with an innovative and cheap surface solu­
tion. The street elevation is clad in gal­
vanised steel. The covering is based on an 
off-the-shelf system from Cryoform but it is 
a product that had hitherto only been used 
in big shed buildings, industrial structures 
and offshore platforms. This use, which sees 
50mm of insulation sandwiched between 
two layers of steel sheeting, is the first in this 
kind of domestic, street-front setting.

As the house rises, steel gives way to glass, 
climaxing in a huge sliding window (weigh­
ing, Russell tells me, 750kg) which makes the
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lofty double-height space at the heart of the 
interior feel almost like a terrace.

Living, cooking and dining all happen in 
this expansive, deceptively simple volume 
within which areas are defined by varying 
ceiling heights. Even on the grimmest of 
London days, the space is no less visibly light 
than the outside. The top floor also encom­
passes a roof terrace framed by exposed steel 
beams where the skeleton seems finally to 
make itself visible. The light and airy inter­
nal volumes are knitted together by a dark, 
profoundly solid stair core in which the 
stairs, walls and solid balustrade are all of 
coarsely finished concrete.

The articulation of the facades is simple, 
the rhythm being built up through the layer­
ing of the fenestration and the repetitive 
units of the steel cladding. The entrance is 
announced through a cutaway from the main 
volume, creating a kind of porch so that the 
bulky volume of the corner is suspended over 
what becomes the visual focus. The door 
looks as tough as the lock-up workshops in 
the railway arches which sit astride so many 
of the roads around the area and clad, like the 
solid surfaces elsewhere, in galvanised steel.

Off this, a continuous window illuminat­
ing the double-height basement (conceived 
as an independent unit to be let out but 
easily worked back into the main volume 
later) gives the illusion of a house floating on 
no structure at all. The bedrooms on the first 
floor are lit by twin full-height windows (one

half-height steel panel in each room is also 
hinged to open for ventilation) and, above 
these, translucent sheets of glass replace the 
steel walls. From twilight onwards, these 
translucent sheets reveal the shadows of the 
concrete structure and the delicate and 
changing pattern of illumination within.

The surfaces within are relentlessly con­
crete. From the floor to the walls through the 
built in work surface and ceilings, there is lit­
tle that is delicate about the finishes. This is 
an interior built less for the architectural 
photographer’s lens and more for the life of 
Russell’s family. The robust, semi-industrial 
window frames are also constructed in gal­
vanised steel, with joins and welds left 
exposed rather than being ground smooth. 
The sill for the huge sliding window doubles 
as a handrail which sets up a kind of dado 
datum in what would otherwise appear an 
inordinately tall domestic space.

Russell’s achievement is commendable. 
He has created a block on a severely restric­
tive site and carved from it a varied and fas­
cinating series of spaces. Furthermore, his 
use of basic materials in an innovative and 
thoughtful fashion allows the house to min­
gle effortlessly with its urban neighbours. 
He has also, almost certainly, elevated 
Cryoform and Corus’ mass-produced gal­
vanised products into a highly desirable, and 
almost painfully hip external finish which 
straddles the awkward gulf between the 
fashionable and the gritty urban.
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Swiss Re hedges its bets in Munich
A ‘floating hedge’ U one of the features of Swiss Re Germany’s new office build­
ing in Munich. The building itself, designed by BRT Architekten Bothe, Richter, 
Teherani, consists of a two-storey central building surrounding an atrium. From 
this radiates four two-storey office blocks, higher than the central building 
because they are raised on stilts. These, in turn, support the steel ‘hedge’ structure 
that surrounds the buildings at a height of 10m. Cantilevering by up to 50m, it 
includes two staircase-linked walking levels and a third level for servicing. The 
whole structure is wrapped in X-Tend stainless-steel netting by Carl Stahl which 
supports the vegetation - Virginia creeper and wisteria are starting to grow up it. 
The mesh has a width of 200mm with cables 3mm in diameter plus a UV-resis- 
tant pKjIyamide layer that increases the dimension to approximately 4mm.

To look good, the net has to maintain a constant tension along its 150m 
length. This has been done by drawing the nets on the outer meshes onto 
tubes 5m long that were subsequently fitted into one another. Stirrup clamps 
connect these tubes with the square section tubes of the net framework. The 
engineer for the project is BUro Dr Ing W Binnewies.

Computer floor integrated

o

I
Smooth concrete celling ready 

to be sprayed/painted

Floors slim down
Dutch company PreFab Limburg has developed a system that 
drastically reduces the depth of floors and, it claims, can cut 
construction costs by 10 per cent. Called I^fra-^, it inverts the 
usual structure of a floor, putting the concrete slab below the 
steel beams rather than above them. The lower flanges of the 
beams are set into 2.4m-wide planks and supplied to site as a 
single prefabricated unit. The floor itself consists either of a 
standard flcKjr deck supported on a framework or a floor finish 
with a cement or anhydrite base on a profiled steel plate. Ser­
vices run within the zone defined by the steel beams, which have 
holes within them to allow transverse floor runs.

The underside of the concrete floor forms a finished ceiling, 
and there is no need for a raised computer floor. In this way, 
claims the company, the total floor depth can be reduced from a 
‘typical’ 800-1,200mm to only 400mm. This involves several 
assumptions. On the one hand, it presupposes that there was no 
interest in putting the services in the structural steel zone of the 
‘typical’ floor through the use of castellated beams. On the 
other, there is the supposition that the client will accept the 
exposed concrete soffit and the compromises that will have to be 
made in terms of lighting and ventilation. PreFab Limburg is 
IcKiking for a distributor in the UK. E-mail aplus@plex.nl

Putting the zip into stainless
One thing we all know about Kalzip is that it is an aluminium 
roofing system, but this information is now wrong, or at least 
not entirely right. Kalzip is now also available in stainless steel, 
supplied either with a standard finish or with a matt or tex­
tured surface. All flashings and accessories can be folded and 
TIG welded from the same material. It is easy, says Kalzip, to 
achieve the most discreet of finished welds.
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London
Erni Coldfinger: The Meswre of Min
Saturday 28 September. A conference 
at the AA, 36 Bedford Sq,WCl. 
Details 01223 366977,
The GoltHinger Series Until 5 October. 
Photographs by Etienne Clement at 
the AA. 36 Bedford Sq, WC1. Details 
020 78874000.
6«o Ponti Until 6 October. An 
exhibition at the Design Museum, 
Shad Thames, SEl (020 7940 8790). 
Bortholtl LibefluR Thursday 10 
October, 18.30. A lecture by John 
Allan at The Gallery, 70 Cowcross St, 
EC1. First in a series organised by 
the 20th Century Society. Details 
020 7250 3857.
Gemini Hones: Tke Idea if Home
Tuesday 15 October. 18.30. A panel 
discussion at the RIBA, 66 Portland 
Place, W1. Details 0906 302 0400. 
Brownfield Sites - A Client’s Guide 
TTiursdoy 170ctober. 16.00. AQ\m 
event at the CIEH, SEl. Details 020 
7222 0445.
Nrt L; Gettiig it Right Thursday 17 
October. An AJ conference at the 
RIBA. Details Clare Bendon 020 7505 
6850 (clare.bendon^map.com)
Thi Reel Cost if Building: Whole Life 
Cestieg ii Censtructiei Thursday 24 
October. A conference at the RIBA. 
Details Clare Bendon 020 7505 6850 
(dare.bendon@emap.com)
Teiy Smith Until 25 October. 
Sculptures at the Timothy Taylor 
Gallery,! Bruton Place,W1.Details 
020 7409 3344.
Richard Wentworth: An Area ef 
Outstanding Uiiatural Bisutg 
Until 17 November. An Artar>gel 
project at 66 York Way, N1. Details 
www.artartgel.org.uk

Eastern
Claude Heath From 28 September. An 
exhibition exploring different 
modes of drawing. At Kettle's Yard, 
Cambridge. Details 01223 352124. 
21st Cantary Lhtmg: Malting lifestyle 
Asgiratiens at Minimum Cost to the 
Eaviraameat Wednesday 23 October.
A seminar at New Hall, Cambridge. 
Details maria@carltd.co.uk

Maintainiag Safe and Secure Heuiiag
Thursdoy W October. A one-day BRE 
seminar in Birmirtgham. Details 
01923 664766.
RIBA CPD Event: Access Ceesuitency - 
Training for Archhecta 22 & 23 
October. At Coventry. Details 0121 
2332321.

Yorkshire
RIBA CPD Event: BSaSDO, OOA aad
Designing Tuesday 10ctober. At the 
Hilton Hotel,Garforth,Leeds. Details 
Cathy Poole 0113 245 6250.
The Filkirk Wheel Thursday W 
October, 18.30. A lecture by Tony 
Kettle at the Royal Armouries 
Museum, Leeds. Details Dorothy 
Carr 0113 343 2263.

Scotland
Retbiuhing the Royal Mile Friday 11 
October. An RIAS conference at The 
Hub, Castlehlll, Edinburgh. Details 
0131 2297545.
limber aed tha Biilt Enviroement
f 7- J8 October. A conference at The 
Hub, Castlehill, Edinburgh. Details 
0131 229 7545.
Eric Parry Architect!: An Eye for the 
Whole Until Id October. An exhibition 
at the Matthew Gallery, 20 
Chambers St Edinburgh. Details 
01316508017,
Cheaging Buildings, Changing Timas 
Until 25 October. An exhibition at the 
RIAS, 15 Rutland Sq, Edinburgh. 
Details0131 662 1456.
Filldwerk: Art S Architecture & Hrhai 
Regeneration Until 17 November. An 
exhibition at The Lighthouse, 11 
Mitchell Lane, Glasgow. Details 0141 
225 8414.

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS
The plaster skull on the table was acquired by Sir John Soane; the replica 
of a brain beside it. also in plaster, is by Katharina Fritsch.and is one of 
several loans from the nvisible Museum (sic) which will be placed among 
the permanent objects at Sir John Soane's Museum from 3 October until 
21 December. At 13 Lincoln's Inn Fields,London WC2 (020 7405 2107),

North West
Niall Mcltughlin’s Beshill Bandstand
Until25 October. An exhibition in the 
RIBA Competitions Gallery at CUBE, 
113 Portland St, Manchester. Details 
0113 234 1335.
Fabrications: Naw Art 6 Urban 
Memory io Manchester Until 2 
November. An exhibition that 
reflects the changing face of 
Manchester. At CUBE, 113 Portland 
St, Manchester (0161 237 5525).

South West
RIBA CPB Event: COM Updatn Tuesday 
75 October, 09.00. A one-day sem'rnar 
at China Fleet Country Club. Details 
01752 265921.

Wessex
John Hubbard: Between Sea and Sky
28 September-1 December. An 
exhibition of paintings at the New 
Art Centre, Roche Court, East 
Winterslow, Salisbury. Details 01980 
862447.
Workers' Playtime 5 October-f2 
January. Public parks and gardens in 
an exhibition at the National 
Monuments Record, Swindon. 
Detalls01793414797,
Lhriag Ream Saturday 12 October, 
10.00. A symposium on housing 
development inthe South West. At 
the University of Etath. Details 0117 
922 1540.
Lean Thinking Apgiiad to Canatraction
Wednesday 16 October. A CPU 
seminar in Bristol.Details from CIRIA 
020 7222 8891.

Wales
R5AW CPD Event: A Ptanning Ugriate 
Wednesday 9 October, 12.00-15.00. 
At Faenol Fawr.Bodeiwyddan. 
Details 029 20874753.
Inatitute of Wood Scieeco Anaual 
Convention 10-11 October. With 
speakers from Arup, Hopkins and 
Buro Happold. At the Cardiff Hilton. 
Details 01494 565374.

South Eastern
Langlands & Bell at Pntworth Until 29 
September. An exhibition in Turner’s 
studio at Petworth House, Petworth, 
West Sussex. Details 01798 342207. 
Canstrucdan and Repair ef Timber 
Frame Beildings Thursday WOctober. 
A CPD course at the Weald & 
Oownland Museum, Singleton, 
Chichester. Details 01243 811464. 
RIBA CPD Event: Be An Enpert Witnisa 
Thursday 24 October, 16.00. A 
seminar at Le Meridien Hotel, 
Gatwick. Details 01692 515878.

Northern
Ireland
look Up Belfeal: A Naw Perspective on 
the City 1-3 October. Belfast's Rrst 
international built heritage 
conference. Details 028 9048 7395 
or www.lookupbelfast.com

East Midlands
RIBA CPD Event: UAT • The Lateat
Cbaeges Thursday 7 November, 14.00. 
A seminar at Edward King House, 
Lincoln. Details 0121 233 2321.

Northern
Sir Tarry Farrall: Dtsigas for Life
28 September-9 November. An 
exhibition at the Hatton Gallery, 
Newcastle University. Details 
www.nclJC.uk/hatton/

Southern
Douglas Allaop: Sevan Segvantial
Spacea L/nfr/60crober. A series of 
installations at Southampton City 
Art Gallery.Ctvk Centre, 
Southampton (0123 8083 2769).

West Midlands
RIBA CPD Event: VAT-The Latest
Gbanyei Wednesday 2 October,
14.00. A seminar at the Windmill 
Village Hotel, Coventry. Details 0121 
233 2321.

International
Ame Jacobsen Until 12 January 2003 
A major retrospective at the 
Louisiana Museum, Humlebaek, nr 
Copenhagen (www.louisiana.dk).
the arxshitecta' ]oumBl|48SB September SCXDS
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look for themselves, and see things afresh, he 
is remarkably successful.

The project’s title subverts the dreary 
legislation of preservation, and raises the 
question: should we, or can we, preserve 
what is wonderful about this place? The past 
is at the centre of Unnatural Beauty, but if it 
merely indulged in picturesque decay it 
would be no more than National Trust nos­
talgia. In fact Wentworth has achieved the 
opposite: a joyous riposte to those who think 
change means loss, and for whom character 
and identity (particularly Englishness) exist 
only in the past.

Wentworth seeks out the odd, the aban­
doned and the ephemeral and finds 
unexpected beauty and meaning. He 
explores the gaps and cracks of the city, and 
King’s Cross is the biggest gap of all. He does 
not make monuments, and he is fundamen­
tally optimistic. Contrast his response to the 
post-industrial landscape with Train, David 
Mach’s 1997 tombstone for the railway age 
in Darlington.

Located on the brink of the King’s Cross 
site, the project cannot avoid confronting 
the fear of soullessness and exclusion 
inescapably linked with modern urban 
development, but Wentworth does what 
planning consultation can never do - he 
gives individuals the means to understand 
the place for themselves.

Artangel has promoted some of the most 
ambitious urban art of the past 10 years. 
Compared with the best known, such as 
Rachel Whiteread’s House{\99i) or Michael 
Landy’s Breakdown (2001), Wentworth’s 
intervention may seem modest (it is only the 
stage on which the rest of the project will 
play), but what it says about the city is more 
complex and important. He challenges the 
office blocks and CCTV that threaten King’s 
Cross, not by standing in front of bulldozers 
but by delighting in the vital, common expe­
rience of the city, recognising that only 
individual engagement can maintain and 
enrich that experience.

Wentworth’s conceptual recycling is pro­
foundly democratic: he celebrates change 
and continuity - the life, not the death, of 
the city. You leave General Plumbing Sup­
plies not with an idea or an image but seeing 
your surroundings in a different way. 
Michael Copeman is an architectural historic 
an and writer. There are associated events 
every Wednesday evening at J8.30 until 13 
November (Tickets £5). A leaflet with a self- 
guided walking tour of the area will be 
available at General Plumbing Supplies from 
25 September. Further details from www. 
artangel.org.uk

SB September SCXDS

JEREMY MELVIN

This Is Not Architecture
Edited by Kester Rattenbury. Spon Press, 2002. £24.99

Architecture’s relationship to the media is 
one of those subjects where many have prej­
udices, though few have real knowledge, and 
even fewer genuine insight. This is partly 
because those who know about the media’s 
modalities are mainly journalists, whose 
capacity for insight is curtailed precisely by 
those modalities and the structural beliefs 
they engender. Meanwhile, architects see 
media coverage of their subject as a travesty, 
but lack insight into the weirdly distorting 
mirror of that world.

Brave in tackling a subject where myths 
abound, and in its range across the issues,
This Is Not Architecture is a welcome book.
But that spread is also a weakness; it is as if 
the editor, Kester Rattenbury, felt obliged to 
put something in for every constituency.

This is a shame because the contribution 
which best combines insight with relevance 
is her own,‘Naturally Biased: Architecture in 
the UK National Press’. Based on 15-year-old 
PhD research which methodically examined 
coverage of architecture in various national 
papers. It should still be required reading for 
every architect who has ambitions to appear 
in the media. It is also one of very few serious 
studies into how national papers cover a 
specialist subject, imposing distortions 
which all too often lie unexamined beneath 
the surface of what is written or said.

‘It is still common to hear that the media 
represent the voice of the people,’ writes 
Rattenbury. ‘It is worth saying at once that 
this view has almost no support in any serious 
research.’ Architecture, she shows, demon­
strates almost the exact opposite of this view: 
what the media can and does extensively 
cover are aesthetic issues rather than architec­
ture’s contribution, say, to public services.
The media’s taxonomy of subjects, still lai^ely 
based on ministerial curtilages which them­
selves derive from 19th-century political 
priorities, simply cannot deal with architec­
ture’s hydra-headedness.

With an empirical research base and a 
grasp of both the theoretical and practical 
operation of the media, Rattenbury is well 
capable of developing this into a serious 
methodological hypothesis. Instead, the 
book is filled up with other contributions 
that either follow trends or derive from seri­
ous academic work, though virtually none 
actually turn the academic insight onto the

media. Perhaps, in the specific sense of 
electronic media, the closest is MIT’s Bill 
Mitchell on the ‘ Revenge of the Place’, which 
makes a cogent case for the necessity of real 
architecture in the digital age.

Others in this vein are Alan Powers on 
architectural books. Harvard professor 
emeritus James Ackerman on photography. 
Alberto Perez-Gomez on perspective, and 
Beatriz Colomina on ‘architectureproduc- 
tion’ (sic). Each is perceptive in Itself, but too 
many are extracted from different contexts. 
The last, for example, comes from a publica­
tion to whose other essays Colomina makes 
frequent reference. But this does not under­
mine her insight that architecture exists in a 
vortex of production and reproduction, 
where processes which conventionally 
‘reproduce’ (ie the ‘media’) are sometimes 
the most active agents of production.

Representing another tendency is Neil 
Leach’s empty-headed attempt to define a 
Wallpaper* person. Its selection of subject is 
itself a product of media construction and 
the apparent analogue between Wallpaper- 
esque lifestyle and Georg Simmel’s concepts 
of modernity. Leach may know ‘The 
Metropolis and Mental Life’ backwards and 
Benjamin sideways, but if he wants to com­
ment on the interaction between capitalism 
and the consumerism the magazine repre­
sents, it would help if he could also read its 
balance sheet and business plan.

Media organisations are rather good at 
matching such ideas to money-making 
opportunities, almost as good as advertising 
agents, and certainly better than architects 
who all too often give away their most lucra­
tive ideas. Without such grounding Leach 
inevitably dematerialises into the virtuality 
he so superficially despises.

But just in bringing this motley collection 
together, Rattenbury has performed an 
invaluable service. In true ‘media studies’ 
style, she combines the high and low; paying 
more than lip service to Post-Modernity, she 
accepts many points of view. But, above all, 
she gives a glimmer of hope that, with 
patience and effort, real methodological 
progress might be made in understanding 
the skein of relationships which bring archi­
tecture into public consciousness.
Jeremy Melvin is a writer and teacher at South 
Bank University
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star material dialogue and, in the cultural desert that LA 
still was, there was no one to write it. So they 
advertised lucrative jobs back east. This led 
to a rush of bohemian intellectuals fleeing 
the depression, eager to make the three-day 
trip across the continent for wads of money, 
but devastated when they found themselves 
isolated in a landscape of palm trees and 
studio lots, with little sign of the clubs, pub­
lishing houses and cafes that were their 
second home in New York.

These writers developed a hazy nostalgia 
for the big city, their homesickness expressed 
in a hopelessly romantic vision of New York 
as the epitome of elegance, wit and nightlife. 
This rose-tinted image has never really gone 
away and, furthermore, has equally affected 
those who never left - Woody Allen for one.

The focus moved back to New York at the 
end of the Second World War, partly because 
of the ennui caused seeing the same sets in 
every film, partly through improved tech­
nology, and partly as a reaction to the 
neo-realist cinema coming out of Italy.

On the Wflfer^onf showed a very different 
New York to that of Astaire and Rogers, but 
this too was to disappear shortly as con­
tainerisation destroyed the docks. It was 
replaced by the dark, damaged city of Taxi 
Driver, The French Connectiomnd Midnight 
Cowboy, which itself gave way to the intense 
but humorous versions of Woody Allen, 
Spike Lee, Neil Simon, and Travolta’s match­
less Saturday strut.

Then there is the disaster movie. New 
York has the genre almost to itself: a city 
threatened twice by King Kong, by aliens in 
Independence Day, by all kinds of master 
criminals in Batman ~ even by apes. But the 
author missed the most extraordinary filmic 
and televisual event in the city’s history. His 
book was completed just before 11 Septem­
ber (and deliberately left unchanged).

Sanders’ account is extremely readable 
and generally fascinating. It only occasion­
ally slows down in lengthy explanations of 
films you have not seen - but that, you feel, is 
your fault for not having seen them. There 
could be more about the independents - Jar­
musch, Rockwell, Di Cillo, Wang and others 
who have used the streets virtually as charac­
ters in their own right. But the book is free of 
jargon and film-speak, accessible to archi­
tects, and to anyone who likes film.

Perhaps the monument to the Twin Tow­
ers should be the film of their destruction, 
not a bland memorial garden and a mall. 
New York is, after all, a city which exists as 
much in film as in reality.
Edwin Heathcote is architecture correspon­
dent for the Financial Times

EDWIN HEATHCOTE

Celluloid Skyline
By James Sanders. Bloomsbury, 2002.498pp. £30

New York in the days of silent films - a scene from The Shock Punch, 1925

No city has been as romanticised and 
mythologised in such a short span of time as 
New York. Its image as a mythical and magi­
cal place is almost entirely to do with the the 
success of film - the only truly popula r artis­
tic medium. James Sanders’ book is an 
exploration of the city’s role in the movies, 
sometimes as star, sometimes as bit-player, 
and it is compulsive.

Before plots were invented, cinema was 
based on short bursts of actuality. New
48 I the architects' journal

York’s bustle, the eruption of skyscrapers 
and the landmarks, which would become 
familiar around the world, proved the per­
fect subject - busy, constantly changing, and 
visually exciting. But, as plots and sets devel­
oped, the film industry migrated east to Los 
Angeles, where the sun always shone (early 
film lighting technology was poor), and 
huge lots could be purchased for peanuts.

When the talkies arrived, the studios 
found they had a problem. They now needed
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Principal Lecturer in 
Architecture

architectural career managemenl
£33,482 • £41,494 per annum incl. LWA
Architecture is an expending department in areas of 
postgraduate study and in research. Students from the 
dipkmo course regularly win national prizes including in 
2001 the RIBA Presidents Silver Medal. A nev/ research 
group in Experimental Practice in Architecture is being 
formed. The person appointed to this post will be 
expected to take a lead in groduote studies, working 
with a strong existing team ond the new reseorch area, 
and with the Chair of Department, Kotharine Heron. An 
existing record of research and course leadership is 
essential. Ref; 0294MC

dosing dote: 21st October 2002.

Condidotes ore encouroged to apply via our website at 
hKp://www.wmin.oc.uk/personrtel which includes full job 
description and an electronic application form.

Alternatively emoil personnel@winin,oc.uk or telephone 
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Making the perfect match

An equal opportunities employer 

UNIVERSITY Of WESTMINSTER

Educating for professional life

ANDREW MARTIN ASSOCIATES
OPPORTUNITIES FOR TOWN PLANNERS 

AND URBAN DESIGNERS
Andrew Martin Aasociatea Is an established town pfenning oonsullancy. 
offering a fun range of planning, urban design and landscape servioee to a 
wide rartga of clients.
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Senior Architect
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NOTTINGHAM to £30k
Team player reqvirad wMiin thb young upondcoming raiidantioly bioaad Prodica. 
AutoCAD Technkion 
Great longtana oppotlanity to work with leading Preelica on high proffla education projad

Design Architect

BIRMINGHAM to £23/hr Reh 9662/PN

NORTH WEST: 
CoM Sea 
Architect

neflhw#il6nv to <A
Ref: 9889/BO

Auodota potanKol with young, axpondittg ProcNca. Loll oF monagafflard, job winning end 
technical work.

0161 930 8773 
MANCHESTER to £30kSalary: to 

AutoCAD
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CORNWAU to £30k Ref; 9904/SM
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Senior Architect

siv.co.uk
LONDON (0207) 649 9755 or (0207) 649 9757
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(0117) 922 5777

Please call Susie for details
aiftMINGHRM

(0121)607 8773
MANCHESTER
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recruitment
orchKecture

people Si 
practices

R
ARCHITECTS
Reid Architecture (formerly Geoffrey Reid Associates) are seeking 2 project architects with 
good design skills and a minimum of 3/4 years post pari III experience for 2 major town 
centre projects. Microslation preferred.

Appltcolkifts enclosii»g yoor CV to:

Betnice Button 
West End House 
I ] Hills Ploce 
london WIF 7SE

bernice.burton@ro-lond.coni

White Young Green has 
appointed David Rollason as 
regional director at the new 
central London office in the 
Strand.

Jan Pietrzak has joined HOK 
International as vice- 
president and head of office 
design.

Adrem Recantment Limited 
41-42 Fcrfey SIreel 
London W1W TTS 
T:020 7436 1616 

(- l^nlde•k 
www.adrem.uk.com

Avanti Architects has moved 
toTop Floor, 361 -373 City Road, 
London EC1V1 AS,tel 020 7278 
3060,fax 020 72783366.

Contact Lindsay Urquhart 
for contract vacanciesMagyar Marsoni Architects 

has moved to 146-148 
Cromwell Road.London SW7 
4EF, tel 020 7373 8005,fax 020 
7373 8006. I

Adrem Recruitment Limited
41 '42 Foley Street
London W1W 7TS
T:020 7436 1616
E: architectune@adrem.uk.com
www.adrem.uk.com

US Designers has appointed 
Yvonne Kirk as head of 
marketing and business 
development.

3D Architects has moved to 
Whitsundoles, Broughton 
Road.Salford,Milton Keynes 
MK17 8BU,tel01908 325230, 
fax0l908 325231.

ARCHITECTURE
Tamsyn Curley 
Delwar Hossain 
Natasha Jowetl

'Du yuu have international architectural 
vacancies or are you looking for the best 

In International candidates?TEMP DESK
Lindsay Urquhart

n^trcrmSteve Irving, director of 
research at FaberMaunsell, 
has been appointed a fellow of 
the Royal Academy of 
Engineering.

ectural Review is truly 
international and gives genuine global

SECRETARIAL 
Mike Radcliffe 
JiM ShoweH

CtSiMiF'»

n more cnan iju countries.
The West End offices of 
Dunlop Heywood Lorenz 
have moved to 10 Queen Anne 
Street, London, W1G 9LH.

The Institute of Planning 
Supervisors has appointed 
Hugh Henderson as its new 
chairman. He replaces Sir Mark 
Russell, who held the post for 
five years before his retirement.

J

Hoare Lea Consulting 
Engineers has appointed 
Eduardo Urinovsky as a 
senior partner.

Architecture
Nationwide Recruitment Specialists

• Send details of changes and 
appointments to Victoria 
Huttier,The Architects'Journal, 
151 Rosebery Avenue, London 
EC1R 4GB, or e-mail victoria. 
huttler@construct.emap.com

50 the BTChitecfce' journal

For the best national vacancies call us now
on Lo-call 0845 300 1299 or email
architecture@AndersElite.com
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recruitment
competitions New season new start

www.faststream.co.ukRIBA-APPROVED
Details are available from the 
RIBA Competitions Office,
6 Melbourne Street, Leeds 
LS2 7PS,tel01132341335, 
fax01132460744,e-mail 
riba.competitions@mail.riba.org

ASSISTANT ARCHITEa - LONDON - to {42k PROIECTANCHITECT-BUCKINCHAMSHIRE-toClsK ' |
SS 5ni1| TnriilljiljnaMlJIE 4|:| r-ajt t. n VEjri Ilfinmcz «fbcAfllii:

ohrojKUHlCrTtbJ. pr«|riCTl mC 4tndlC>^.r-'W iDltfinulL f4ifi»XT llOO| i«>!R ItinOtTf ^
ll»r n <

;' ARCKrTEa/ASSISTANTARCHITEa-ASSISTANTARCHITEa-flBpayc

ri>40«IU14t^1Wdfl OT 4D- ><MHi Hklimum z ^*4 |N4;>]n iinM l 3 e»tu Noa. TMi lUI h ' 

iir(zn>v«oti|hI.Ai"i>';nrontrir|.lWt9N i

LANDSCAPE AftCHITEaS - CHINA - to £2»pH

ARCHITECT - EAST LONDON - to £«oK ^ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT/URBAN PLANNER - to EjS
AupBanmidmtufc. iNoiMtf conjiaKr unowir otTe lir am:t|toijt ivian pft^m. «)wAiiNfcjiWO! pif<M>*E<ProN^W^FTf^z tiieniw4lFft:iihiraol^<it™^Ul|lfiD#1liFiiridpfFM0tfi**neflliH
Iff O-peV-fl I IKr'wfriPilWteFw

HERITAGE RESOURCE CENTRE 
Expressions of interest are invited 
for a competition to design a 
heritage resource (visitor) centre 
for HardwkkHall Park, 
Sedgefield,County Durham, at a 
budget of £600,000. Hardwick 
Park is a Grade IT-listed 
landscape included on the 
Register of Parks and Gardens of 
National Importance. The 
promoter, Durham County 
Council, seeksa high-quality 
contemporary building, which 
takes full account of sustainable 
principles. Deadline 9.10.02.

NT
PIfitM f*Ul**" fi'id I^MB^rlher opportunities.

i
1:02380334444 1:02380335555 www.faststream.co.uk e: arch@faststream.co.uk

OTHERS
“ UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL 

ENGLAND
The Centre for Creative Change, 
Eastside Learning Zone.Digbeth, 
Birmingham.Creating and 
integrating with technology­
embracing design, networking, 
media,computing,gaming and 
visual representations.Mf G 
Rhodes, Franchise Street, Perry 
BarT,8irmingham B42 2SU,tel 
0121 331 5355,fax0121 331 
6309, www.uce.ac.uk 
Application by 1.11.02.

UPLAND AND PEATLAND SITES
Field assessments of notified 
habitat features on upland and 
peatland sites in Scotland.The 
work must becompleted by the 
end of summer 2004.Scottish 
Natural Heritage. Procurement 
Section, 12 Hope Terrace, 
Edinburgh EH9 2AS,tel0131 447 
4784,fax0131 4462277, e-mail 
procurement@snh.gov.uk 
www.snh.gov.uk. Ref IH020346T. 
Application by 31.10.02.

• Richard Haut operates the 
weekly 'competitions' e-mail 
service - telling architects about 
projects that they can apply for 
across Britain, Ireland and 
Europe.Tel 003367231 83 86, 
e-mail hautrichard@hotmail.com 
webhttp://communities.msn. 
com/RichardHautscompetitions
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leadiiBM:
Recruftrrent adveaaeaeaB n t^e AJ car boukm^

Wacmitim tn^writs
Sus«aiPf
Tel 090 7505 6803 
Fs 020 7505 6750 
e mail suse.cSABaBacnjatemap.com

RecraHaieat nawnM
Qns Devlin
Tel 020 7505 6737
Fax 090 7505 6750
e-mail, chns devInOconstrua emap com

5pmbe fnml an nr Wrmai rrmeMant (D5'>
seTMce WWW CareemnConstruciDn com atwoii

canuMMB lapnvtnai^y

Junior Interior Designer 
London based Co. Vectorworks 
essenlial. Working knowledge in 
3d design software Lightwave & 
Microstation. Ability to generate 
animations, experience in movie 

editing & web design.
C.V to Hayter Associates, 25-27 
Bickerton Rd. London N19 5JT

ARCHITECTONLandscape Feature 
Thursday 3rd October 2002

A suildblr qualified architect >s tequved 1u 
work on important histone buikJings in the 
Southwest
Commiment In design aryl the abtliCy to 
work as part of a team in a busy offKe are 
vital quakties

Apply to Sue Baynes with CV 
Arrhiterton. The Woof Hali.

12 St. Thomas Street, Sristol BS1 SJJ 
Tel 0117 910 S200 Fax 0117 926 0221

e. infoOarchitecton m lA

The Architects' Journal is running a 10 page 
feature focusing on urban landscapes, in particular 

2 projects in Liverpool. Including developments 
by Brodie McAllister Landscape Architects 

and Shed Km.
Architectural CAD Technician 
Required by a very busy and 
growing Chartered Building 
Surx'eyors practice, handling a 
wide variety of projects. Must be 
Autocad 2000 conversant. Please 
ap^ly in writing enclosing current 
CV, indicating earliest start date 
and expected salary to the 
Personnel Manager,
AJ Cocker Associates, 176 Drake 
Street, Rochdale OL16 lUP

Take out a text-only 
advertisement in a 

box this size 
(40mm X 42mm) 

at the introductory 
price of

£80.00 (exc VAT)

The spotlight will be on minimal urban landscape 
as the work undertaken is of a discreet 
character, concentrating on geometry, 

materials and precision.

Other ventures/schemes featuring in the 
October 3rd AJ are 2 gardens in Paris.

ARCHITECTS - 2 ;
TECHNOLOGISTS - 2

Law Courts, Colleges, Schools. Business 
Parks. Hospitals, Nurseries. Leisure 
- a great range (^projects of all sizes 

to challenge Designers A Technologists

AutoCAD proficient users, to join a busy 
medium-sized practice wid> good quality 
of life <Ki the e^ of the Peak District.
Send CV (post or email) to:

Emlyn Walters RIBA 
Frank Shaw Associates Ltd 
Penrrfore House, Hasland, 
Chesterfield, Dwbyshire S41 OSJ 
fsachest@QlQbalhetxQ.u_k

Please cal!
This quality and relevant editorial provides 

an excellent backdrop for landscape 
practices to place a cost effective recruitment 
advertisement in front of the right candidate 

your vacancies.

Chris for

details

Tel 020 T505
to

6*73"7

EXPRESSIONS OF INTERESTTo book or for further information please call:

Susie Cliff-020 7505 6803 
susie.cliff@construct,emap,com

Chris Devlin - 020 7505 6737 
chris.devlin@construct.em8p.com

Architect Wanted
Lee Valley Regional Park Authority wishes to appoint an 
Architectural Practice to design and supervise the 
construction of a new office at its headquarters site in 
Enfield, Middlesex. The estimated cost of the building 
is €600,000.
For further details of the project and information on 
how to apply for inclusion on the tender list, please 
contact [ulla Poste, before 14 October 2002, at Lee 
Valley Regional Park Authority, Myddelton House, Bulls 
Cross, Enfield EN2 9HG.
Email: jpQste@ieevallevpark org.uk 
Telephone 01992 709813.
Fax; 01992 782537.

Associate Director
Can you rise to toe challenge of directing a team within a multi disciplinary 
award winning practice? Lee

ented Architects
Do yfc freedom to run your own projects from ^
IncedLiiUo Bompletion?

Ml

CC3URSES

AutoCAD Courses<Aichilect«rtkj|a 
thJskills aU la

apprAcfi!^ Iitan d«gn pe

I her;
Inkii to contribute to 

nalitytoact asc
[omtiialcHa<

1?isul • Personal Tuition: the fast way to learn
• Courses tailored to your requirements
• Training by experienced CAD architect
• Daytime or evening courses available
• 2-D & 3-D AutoCAD drawing service
• Central London location

020 7266 2506, 0790 5376549 dp arch@yahoo.com

1.
lUthAn 4rcq|tects hi :is Will happef17 if'Stei

us*'what you are maiThi

i@la(hamarchl(K tt.eo.uk 
I Derby, DEI 3SU

CAD Training Service(neo tmoklng office)
•; Friday 11 October. Interiew date Tuesday 29 October.

7
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Property MOOC1. MAKERS

Architectural Property,
LONDON, Islington
Unique Large Victorian Multi Use House
2 Commercial, 3 Domestic Floors, if desired.
F to C Windows. 5/6 Wst Bedrooms. Original Features 
Offers over £625, OOO.Tel: 0207 263 6999 
www.saneintemet.com/si/maf>or^rdens

TO LET
Lambeth Walk Studios. SEI I 

Newly modernised studio/office units 
450 sq ft - 1500 sq ft 

5 minutes walk from Lambeth Bridge 
Close to Tube and Main line stations 

Ready for occupation from September/02 
Contact First Premise Ltd - 020 8332 0333 model makers

BULLFROG 
MODELS LTD

The Business Centre 
Rotherham S63 OBLWANTED

Contact
STAN AUBERTIN

20b Tower Workshops 
38 Riley Road, London SEl 3DG 

Telephone: 020 7394 7866 
Facsimile: 020 7394 6798

I Acre Sites - Main Road Frontage 
On outskirts of large towns for 

Industrial Warehousing 
■ Any practice offering a suitable site 
would be retained for the development

Tel: 01709 893700 
Fax: 01709 881896

e-mail:

• Fhotogrophy t^Videos of
o ■ uV-ii

SUSSEXCONTACT: R.F.Whittall 01544 318788 o

MODELMAKERSBTHI

PERSPECTIVES 41

Arundel, England 
+44 (01243) 5S40Z1

Est. 15 years 
Contact Peter Bond 

Decent prices for excellent models

Laidler ^ far Mir brt(b«i« (Mild ViattM

T(I0207 242 0)01 F«i 0)394 422289 
tmeil. yincMtOlintftrn.co.Hk 

www.finifaim.tD.uk

www.trevorlaidlcr.co.uk 
info@irevorlaidlor.co.uk 

tel/fax 01803 213022
KEYING MODELS

Architectural Illustrators
DAVID HOAREGERALD GREEN

ARCHITECTURAL ILLUSTRATOR
QUALITY EXTERIOR & 

INTERIOR

PROFESSIONAL PERSPECTIVES ...FULL DETAIL MODELS
...QUICK STUDY MODELS
...ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS

PERSPECTIVES K081MI MNJON-KltS

AND PRESENTATION 
DRAWINGS

Unit $, The Hanffef. ^iieteraoct Wonb

3$ Kingflend K<utl, london fJ $00

both detailed and loose conceptual 
sketches in colour and b/w

MODELSTel/Fax: 024 7632 5059 
ivww.ggarts. demon.co.uk

PHONE FOR COLOUR BROCHURE
Tel/Fax: 020-8852 7508 MODELS

MODELS
Surveyors MODELS

PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY MODELS

Buildings that Care'P Profeasional
■■BIS Indemnity Insurance 

COMPETITIVE QUOTATIONS 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL TRADES 
Findlay Llttler & Associates 
Commercial Inaurancs Brokera 

Tel: 0121 3SS S1>I1 Fax: 0121 354 4443 
www.eaay2iniure.co.uk

ARCHTrCCTURAL MODELS 
PROTOTYPEB, VAC FORM 
LASER + CMC OUl UNOA Futures Workshop in Southern Spain 

Oct. l9-26Th 2002 T/F +44 ((Q 1B1 7D7 SODO 
ROSCK3E LANE

www.daviddry.com - (34) 958 784 470
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ClatsifMd en^iritt
MAe McSmeney 
Tel 090 7505 6816 
Fa» 090 7505 6750
e mari mke mcswreenev^ojnstruct emep com

MODEL MAKERS

KANDOR MODELMAKERS

**r •

THE MODELMAKERS.'•I
i

r»A
3 Markjw Workshops, Arrx>ld Circus. London E2 7JN 

t 020 7739 7933 f 020 7739 7195 

e info@3dd.co.uk

No1 Berry RIace Sebastian st
LONDON EC1VOHE

020 7251 6366 Fax 0207608 3356 
E mail: DQatfna3tBr@kandQr-models.demon.co.uk

INX'ESTOR IN PEOPLE

FLIC o
3
(D

MODELS tn
18 Hewett Street t 020 7377 6127

r. 020 7377 6129 
e: wortehopOfficmodels.com 
w: www.flicmodels.com

a
London 
EC2A 3NN
Architectural Modelmakers

cD-
n
VI

PIPERS

COMBERConcept I Planning | Marketing MODELMAKERS Tel: 020 8533 6592 J
INVERNESSFor all your modelmaking requirements, 

contact Nick McKeogh.

litjl27-35 Bevenden St 
London N1 6BH I m

Tel 020 7250 0530
Fax 020 7251 0134
Email studioDpipers.co.uk

I

www.pipars.co.uk
E mail: models@combermodels.demon.co.uk

RELIABILITYQUALITY SPEED
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3D COMPUTER VISUALISATION

PHOTOMOKfACE IMASES IHTEMIOI k EITERIOS VISUALISATKIIIS WALKTHMUSH ANIMATION

SPIIHTER DESI6N CQHMUHIUTIONS

CONTACT NICK HOWE 

T:*44|0| iU 70S tOSS

E. 30«$PIIHTER.C0.UK 

WWW.SPLIKIENVISUAl.CD UK

Alternate Perspective 3D Ltd

Modelling 
Animation 

Visulisation 
Render Farm

il

■1-44(0)118 956 8060 wiivw.ap3d.com nick@ap3d.com

0800 083 8950 info@lightwell co.uk www ilghtwell co uk

Vizuallze
I.>V4/ ’j30460 /Tor detail^ 

r clas^MKT 
^ ' aifiurtjlwig

^4

V Me SweqMy < 
\020 75051681

■m-
1 .. I ji" I* t- •

Hxjh Uuaiit/. Compelitively Priced 
ArciiilecTiml V-.LishzaLon

SB I the arr:hitec:ts' ioumal



CiMstfied M^Mnei
Mike McSweeoey 
Tel OaO 7505 6816 
Fb« {120 7505 6750 
e nwl ni*e mtSiP-•'

SURVEYORS COURSES ARCHITECTS

WANTED
ARCHITECT IN INDUSTRIAL BUILDINQS

To provide complete structural 
plan for modem Heavy Plant 

Workshop with spray paint facilities

The Art of Measured Survey
Providing high quality measured 

building survey services 
to architects for over 30 years.

0 Major new series
of

CPD seminars for architects 
at the RIBA 

Autumn 2002

Visit: www.gpaitd.co.uk 
Tel: 020 7724 9003oremaii: 

stephen(^gruneberg.fsworld.co.uk

Please contact: 
Tel: 028 8289 8262 
Fax: 028 8289 8153

Michael Gallic & Partners Many thanks
Land & Measured Building Surveyors

2 ROSEBERY MEWS, ROSEBERY ROAD, LONDON SW2 4DQ 
TELEPHONE: 020-8674-J 1 1 1 FACSIMILE: 020-8671-9575 COORDItslATED PLANS, 

SeaiONS & ELEVATIONS CALLIDUS▲ PRECISION measured 
surveys

▲ Cyrax 3D LASER SCANNING

A Specialists in SURVEYS OF 
BUILDINGS

A State-of-the-art CAD

A QUAUTY SfffWCE tailored 
to your needs

PCA TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEYS BUitoiNG surveys ltd 
AND LAND MODEUING

PRECISION DATA 100% SPECIALIST MEASURED 
TO YOUR SPECIFICATION BUILDING SURVEYORS

ACCURATE • DEPENDABLE • PUNCTUALGEOMATICS
management 

through 

I measurement

DAITON HOUSE . 60 WINDSOR AVENUE . LONDON . SW19 2RR 
TEl:020 8S43 8884 f AX.020 8543 6664 

Email: info@callidusbs.com Website: www.collidusbs.com
Urgent pro^t? Ring now lot Immodtate altmtion

VECTORIBATION
SOFTWAREPlowman Craven & Associates 

141 Lovtfer Luton Road, Harpenden, Herts AL5 5EQ 
tel015S2765566 A faxOISSl765370 a www.ptowmancraveaco.utc Lar>d and ArcNtecturol Surveyors 

vovKCHOicefoitAU trwtsuimrNEEDS 

Spffialiiing is
Tip»yifhicstSiirwy» - For hige and usaiJ 
sole wcvcyi usag ifac btnt acauacy 
rabotk iaatrvmencaaon and G.PS. 
Afchitcoufal SofWfi - Far ^ans and 
devaciont using SutBuild building surrey 
aofiware on fm map hartd held coo^cen 
LMMiy Snsji - For draiaagr and Waiion of 
all underground odlky sen ices. 
Pfcotnyiemetry - For accurate 3D modrli <4 
building fkades. works and areas of 
difficult mrrw

Kiagdand Surwyora LtBiud

Hridp (Aa^cn
Bridge Street
teaAerbead
Sumy KT23 8BN
TaL 01372 362059
Pax. *1372 363059

Convert scanned 
drawings to CAD

MASTIC ASPHALT WEBSITE

Where to go to find out more 
about mastic asphalt...

www.mac.co.uk ScsaJCAD rc»<M your Keorted 
4rewlr>«« In BMP, PCX, TIFF, CALS, 

JPEG, GIF or FNG tormeU, or icanf 
them uting AQUIAE, then convert* 

them to OXP for editing In your CAD.

It work* wRh eH driwlng er>d Koniw 
tize* end Incude* Wing (icen Al/AO 

drawings on desktop icennen), 
convtrilon to mono or colour OXF, 

OCR (text), ratter end vector 
editing tool* er>d botch cenvereion.

£179.78
■nUuOng w

nac

Mastic Asphalt Council
Ctaridge House. 5 Bnw.-k Roed. Ashibfd. Krrt TN23 1PD 

1^ 01?33e34dliFax 01233(134d66E-n^ ntolRTBCCOLit J'-

Downioed e demo 
www.Boftcovor.com

'M < <111111PLANNING CONSULTANCY SERVICES
T^l 01329 42 43 42

Project Planning Solutions www.hpconsult.co.uk REPROGRAPHICS

If you want to save yourself time and 
make optimum use of your budget It 
resources, all It takes Is one person 
who really understands your 
business. We will help to take the 
Risk out of your business. Whether 
you need help for a couple of days 
or a few weeks you can have the 
specialist support you need.
Our expertise will add value to your 
operations cancelling out our 
consultancy fees.
Telephone: 020 8654 4721 or 07808 921138 Email: lnfoOhpceontUtt.eO.uk

thamesdigjtalTILING

SCANNING & VECTORISING 
Top (Quality mono and colour repro­

ductions
Other services iaclude:- plotting, plain 

paper plan copying. Enlargement/ 

Reductions, colour cof^ing. Document 
.'Opying. mounting, encapsulations, micro- 

nim printbacks.
Free collection & delivery 

"A Culture of Quality & Service" 
Contact Phil Waring. Graham Barwell 

Tel; 020 7357 6665 Fait: 020 7357 7002 

ISDN 020 7234 0340 
email tdr-lliJ.deHKMi.cu.uk

NATIONWIDE CONTR.ACTOHS
24 HOUR FJiriNG SERVICE
□ Oramics and Mosaics
□ Natural Stone and Marble
□ Terraotta and Slate

FV Atrekrr WlBiii, eatt

n 0160G 354 685 
p» 01606 351 558 
Mob 07812 078 767

Email info/a hardrocktiling.coniHastcr PIirm; tDesifi Mu»{«Ri(Rt*Prq«t^Ritkrttfnt4 VXuetAiiMs^hapacl Aiiil|r«}*Exp«rt Reporti
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archicharades
Champagne goes to James Lambert of 
50 Kingsway Place, London EC1 who 
correctty identified Minoru Takeyama 
from the clues in our 'archicharades' 
competition last week Can you identify 
Uie famous architect from this week's 
clues'^ Send your answers on a postcarxl 
please, by first thing Monday morning, 
to: AJ Astragal, 151 Rosebery Avenue. 
London EC1R 4GB, or fax your entry on 
020 7505 6701. The first correct 
entry pulled out of the hat wins a bottle 
of bubbly.

gone with the project He also 
pointed to other successful 
riverside schemes like Hungerford 
Bridge ('there’s nothing wrong with 
it so you've heard nothing about 
it!') and urged guests to take a walk 
over the car-free Tower Bridge at 
the weekend and peer over at new 
'beaches'created on the Thames. 
Jane Priestman heaped praise on 
Open House, and finally Open 
House director Victoria Thornton 
thanked all those who had made It 
possible. Then it was back up that 
ramp again, with some observers 
noting that there was Just a slight, 
but definitely perceptible, wobble. 
Must have been all those people 
walking in step.

in the heart of Tokyo, on a building 
with a timber-supported glazed 
curtein wall. In order to satisfy 
Japan's building regulations, he has 
had to design a system of external 
sprinklers for fire protection.

conveyed by the Sunday Express. 
that the deal to get the show on 
the road owes much to the 
activities of one Paul 'Boom- 
Boom' Bloomfield, a formerly 
disgraced finance and property 
man with an uncanny knack of 
bouncing back. He once sold the 
Paternoster Square site to 
unsuspecting Venezuelans with a 
sniffy reputation (if you know 
what I mean) by waving £50 notes 
featuring St Paul's in front of them, 
as evidence of the site's 
importance.They didn't notice 
they were buying leases, not 
freeholds, until it was too late.

Stage setting

ppreciative obituaries of 
Joan Littlewood.who has 
died at the splendid age of 

87, naturally concentrated on her 
theatrical achievements. But her 
contribution to the world of 
architecture should certainty be 
noted. For it was she, along writh her 
architect Cedric Price, who inspired 
the Idea of a 'Fun Palace’ at Stratford 
in east London, home of many of 
Littlewood’s triumphs. The 
buildittg, which uncannily pre­
figures notable High-Tech projects 
such as the Pompidou Centre, was 
envisaged as a flexible mixed-use 
space capable of adaptation for 
almost any purpose.The project 
was in deadly earnest, and 
inspired critical acclaim even 
though in the end it was not built 
Reyner Banham put it as well as 
anyone: 'Seven nights of the week 
it will probably look like nothing on 
earth from the outside: the kit of 
service towers, lifting gantries and 
building components exist solely 
to produce the kind of interior 
environments that are necessary 
and fitting to whatever is going on.' 
Joan remained a lifelong friend of 
Price,and was a regular attender at 
his office parties,accompanied by 
her genial assistant Peter Rankin. 
She was one of the few people 
capable of giving Price a thorough 
telling-off - out of affection.

Hot Stuff
he award was presented at 
the Sibelius Hall, Finland's 
showpiece of contemporary 

timber construction, with a near­
perfect acoustic However, 
remedial work to the three-year- 
old building was needed over the 
summer, not to the timber but to 
the glass screens that enclose the 
building. The culprit was the 
weather. In a normal year, Finland 
has a wide range of temperatures, 
from cold winters to very pleasant 
summers. The glazing, described 
as 'hanging like a shower curtain) 
has an 8cm space at its base to 
allow for expansion. But this year 
the summer was exceptionally hot 
and, between January and June, 
an expansion of 7.3cm was noted. 
This rang alarm bells,and the 
expansion space was increased.

T

Opened house
ff to London’s City Hall, for 
the celebration party to 
mark last weekend's 

successful Open House event. 
Guests - mainly local authority 
people, owners of houses opening 
up for the weekend, plus eminent 
architects, were first ushered all 
the way up Foster and Partners' 
tight ramp inside the building to 
the drinks do on the top floor. 
Bdkony-goers noted that only the 
very tip of St Paul's is visible from 
the top. behind Foster's massive 
commercial offices next to City Hall 
at More London Bridge. One drink 
later, guests were ushered back 
down again, gettir>g hotter all the 
time, to take a seat in the viewing 
gallery which looks onto where the 
mayor usually does his business. 
But before the speeches could 
start. Max Hutchinson delivered a 
gushing piece to camera, which 
received a round of applause. Ken 
Livingstone heaped praise on the 
building in front of job architect 
Sean Affleck, noting how brave of 
Nick Raynsford it was to have

With the grain
flew to Finland, where Japanese 
architect Kengo Kuma was 
keen to express his enthusiasm 

for timber when receiving the Spirit 
of Nature Wood Architecture 
Award in Lahti last week. 'Wood sits 
at the centre of Japanese culture,' 
Kuma said. ‘I use chopsticks every 
day.’ He says: 'My body feels 
uncomfortable in a concrete 
structure, I don't like the smell, I 
don't like the feeling of concrete.' 
He went on to cite the sensuality of 
wood as an important factor in his 
enthusiasm. Kuma described his 
desire'to blend Japanese tradition 
with the Modern Movement'. He is 
keen to use Japanese cedar which 
is usually overlooked in favour of 
cheaper, imported materials. But 
without the use of the native 
materials, the forests, which cover 
60 per cent of Japan, will not go 
through their cycle of regeneration. 
Until now most of Kuma's work has 
been in the countryside, but now 
he is working for retail giant LVMH

I

No logo
ebrartding the RIBA a while 
ago - including those new 
skinny lions - has clearly 

been a trial for many. And that 
includes the originators of the 
material themselves. The Fourth 
Room. The design consultancy 
founded by Michael Wolff (who 
also created the Labour Party’s 
red rose) has gone bust in less 
than happy circumstances. Wolff 
stands accused of keeping fees 

from clients and earning more 
than three times his partners by so 
doing. No wonder the lions got 
thinner.

Wembley worries
ees for bankers and lawyers 
involved with the Wembley 
Stadium deal have 'soared 

to £62 million) as the Sunday 

Telegraph put it. You could build a 
stadium for that. Even more 
worrying is the intelligence.

■
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AJ ENQUIRY NO: 201 ACCENTHANSENCOEXISTENCE
3T

Steel door specialist 
AccentHansen was requested to 
supply acoustic performance 
solutions in the form of its elegant 
SoundShield doorsets to the 
Education Centre at Blackburn's 
Queens Park Hospital.The 
outward opening doors with 
touchbars also act as emergency 
exits. AccentHansen, a UK leader 
in the design of steel doors, is part 
of the £100 million Anglo- 
Scandinavian HansenGroup.

The Foster 500 range was 
devised by Foster and Partners 
within the context of the 
innovative architecture of the 
Arag Tower, Diisseldorf. The 
collection includes two single 
seats and a sofa option, 
benches and glass coffee 
tables. Coexistence will be 
featuring the Foster 500 and other items from Walter Knoll's 
collection at this year's 100% Design show (26-29 5eptember, Earls 
Court 2, London) on Stand FI22.Tel 020 7354 8817, or e-mail 
enquiries@coexistence.co.uk

AJ ENQUIRY NO: 203 ETERNIT AJ ENQUIRY NO: 204FORBES AND LOMAX

Invisible switches have flush- 
to-the-wall acrylic plates, 
allowing the wall colour to 
show through. Other plate 
finishes include frosted acrylic, 
stainless steel, nickel silver 
and unlacquered brass. The 
invisible dimming system is a 
remote-controlled, scene- 
setting dimmer.Tel 020 7738 
0202 or visit www.forbesand 
lomax.co.uk. See us at 100% 
Design - stand H50.

When housebuilder Crest 
Nicholas and architect and 
planner B6A decided on a 
Voysey style of architecture for 
Phase 2 of the 900-unit Port 
Marine development in Bristol, 
they specified Eternit clay plain 
tiles for their visual appeal. A 
total of 150,000 Eternit double- 
cambered Acme tiles in Dark 
Brindle colour were used on the 
roofs of Phase 2 - Pier Row and 
Pier Place.

THE NICKEL SlVES BUTTON
THE PKO5TE0 LiGHTS DIMMER CDMTlULL'
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AJ ENQUIRY NO: 206STOAKES: PART L MESSAGE AJ ENQUIRY NO: 205 KINGSPAN

New literature for Kingspan 
Thermapitch TP10 zero ODP is now 
available. It includes detailed data on 
a complete portfolio of insulation 
solutions for pitched roofs with warm 
roofspaces.lt gives guidance as to 
the suitability of each potential 
solution, some of which feature 
Kingspan's new breathable 
membrane, Kingspan Nilvent. It has 
been fully updated to accommodate 
the changes to the Building 
Regulations introduced this year.

Stoakes 5ystems announces a new 
software programme to provide 
architects and designers with 
project-specific calculations for the 
overall U-value of complete facades 
of their curtain walling systems. 
Astrawall, for example, Is highly 
thermally efficient with greater air 
tightness, no external aluminium, 
acceptable solid/clear percentages 
and easily attached brise-soleil. 
Contact Martin Day on 020 8660 
7667 or visit www.stoakes.co.uk

■'t -Khisi^;
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AJ ENQUIRY NO: 208REDLAND ROOFING SYSTEMS AJ ENQUIRY NO: 207 SENIOR ALUMINIUM SYSTEMS

For the authentic character of 
traditional double pantiles with 
the highest modern 
manufacturing and performance 
standards, choose from three 
classic colours in the Landmark 
range by Redland Roofing Systems 
- Rich Terracotta, Terracotta 
Brindle and Brown Brindle.The 
subtle colour variations produce a 
roof with rich character which ages 
naturally over time, maintaining its 
colour integrity for decades.

More than 170 of Senior 
Aluminium Systems'
SW 400 series windows 
have been installed to 
convert the Lumiere 
Building in London's 
East End into 86 luxury 
domestic flats. Across 
four elevations, the fully 
double-glazed system 
was used to cover 
window spans of more than 3m and incorporated multi-point 
locking mechanisms.
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