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Drive your business forward for just £/99 a mont

The Citroén C5 is a valuable addition to your business. It has unique Hydractive 3 suspension that reads the road,
Emergency Braking Assistance and 6 airbags. Additionally, all models come with air conditioning as standard.
Available from just £199 a month® or £14,995 OTR! it's a hard worker with excellent fuel consumption. and tax efficient
with CO; emissions as low as 152g/km on the 2.0 9Ohp HDi Diesel.To arrange an appointment with the C5 saloon

or estate, visit your local Citroén dealer, www.citroen.co.uk, or call Citroén Fleet Connect on 08457 940 940.

CITROEN C5 100% USEFUL TECHNOLOGY

enquiry 6 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

Official Government Fuel Consumption Figures (litres per IOOkm/mpg) and CO, Emissions (glkm):
Lowest: C5 Saloon 2.0 HDi IIOhp: Urban 7.4/38.2, Extra Urban 4.6/61.4, Combined 5.6/50.4 and 147 CO..
Highest: C5 Saloon 3.0i V6 24v Auto: Urban 14.5/19.5, Extra Urban 7.6137.2, Combined 10.2/27.7 and 241 CO..

Contract Hire rates are based on the Citroén Motoring Business Package for the Citrotn C5 2.0 HDI 80hp LX saloon, which includes 3 years” road fund licence and 3 years' Citroéin Assist (24 hour roadside assistance, Includ ng European cover service). Rentals basad on 3 months' rental in advar
foliowed by 35 monthly rent ing in month 2, with 12,000 miles per annum. Excess mileage charge will apply, Finance subject to status and to over 18s only. Written quotations on request. A guarantee may be red. “Manufactus racommiended 'on the road’ retail price for 05 2.0
Includes delivery VAT, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and Government first registration fee. Car featured C5 2.2 HD} saloon, MRAP OTA £17 & optional at extra cost. Al offers are available from participating dealers to business users only and exclude nati

at time of going to press. Contact your dealer for terms and conditions.

centrally negotiated agreement with Citroén UK Ltd. All rentals subject to VAT, Contract Hire rate:
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The RIBA is hosting an exhibition
of previously undiscovered

designs by lldefons Cerda, the

19th-century Spanish civil

engineer, whose plans for

Barcelona helped to transform it

into a prime example of a

modern city with a rational

layout. In his two defining

works, the Project for the

Extension of Barcelona (1859)

and the General Theory of Urban

contents

Planning (1863), Cerda outlined his ideas for an unrestricted urban

flow to ease communication and mobility. The exhibition has been

curated in collaboration with the Instituto Cervantes - Spain’s official

cultural ambassador in the UK. The show runs until 21 September.
For details call 020 7580 5533. See Melhuish review, page 14.
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OPEN HOUSE FOR LONDON
London Open House will take place
this year on 21-22 September,
with more than 500 buildings
across the capital opening their
doors to the public. For details of
the properties on display see
www.londonopenhouse.org

CAMPAIGNTO SAVETANNERY

SAVE Britain’s Heritage has
launched a campaign to protect
the S5t Mildred'’s Tannery in Canter-
bury, Kent. Campaigners want the
local council to throw out archi-
tects Clague’s planning application
to build a set of apartments on the
site for developer Bellway Homes.
SAVE says there are only five tan-
neries left in the UK and has called
on the government to save this site
for the nation, ©

FARRELL IN NEWCASTLE
Newcastle University’s Hatton
Gallery will play host to a major
viewing of the work of Sir Terry
Farrell. The exhibition - which will
include plans, models, and pho-
tographs of finished projects -
will run from 28 September to 9
November. For further details call
01912226059,

HUNT FORBEST AND WORST
CABE and BBC Radio 4 have joined
forces to find the best loved and
most hated streets in the UK.
Between 4 and 13 September,
Radio 4’s Today programme will
invite listeners to offer their sug-
gestions for the best and worst
locations in the country, using
atmosphere and design, traffic,
cleanliness and access as their cri-
teria for criticism. O

For the best jobs in
architecture turn

to page 57 or visit
WwWw.careersin
construction.com
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‘The truth about the short history of sustainable
developmentis that governments have never taken
the lead.They've always had to be dragged, kicking

and whining, into belated and half-hearted
measures.’
Jonathon Porritt. Independent, 31.8.02

nNews

‘The flood has done more
damage to the city than the Nazi
and Soviet invasions combined.
Kate Connolly visits Prague.
Guardian, 29.8.02

Tall buildings ‘are not the answer’

A parliamentary select committee has criticised
tall buildings, claiming they are not essential to
either an urban renaissance or to meet the capital’s
development needs.

The report, published yesterday by the Urban
Affairs Subcommittee, reviews a range of criti-
cisms levelled at tall buildings, from bad design
and the pressures they place on transportation
systems to safety issues arising since 11 September.

It concludes that high-density developments
can be achieved without building tall and that ‘tall
buildings are often more about power, prestige,
status and aesthetics than efficient development.
Both CABE and English Heritage also come in for
heavy criticism.

The committee, advised by David Lunts, a
former adviser to Prince Charles, suggests that
CABE is seen as being ‘too closely identified with
the Modernist architectural establishment.
CABE’s commissioners are also criticised for rep-
resenting too small a range of developer interests.

Meanwhile, English Heritage is accused of
inconsistency in its approach to tall buildings -
listing ‘eyesores’ such as Seifert’s Centrepoint,
while opposing new buildings such as KPF’s
Heron Tower. The committee reports an accusa-
tion that EH’s London Advisory Committee was
‘hijacked’ by an ‘architecturally interested faction’

when it supported Foster’s Swiss Re tower. And it
recommends that EH be more careful about list-
ing 20th century towers and exercise greater
transparency in its decision making.

Both bodies are criticised for being ‘too adver-
sarial’ and blamed for ‘expensive, time-consuming’
public inquiries when discussions break down.

However CABE disputed the accusations.
Deputy chair Paul Finch said the committee had
been critical of schemes by some of the country’s
best known ‘Modernist’ architects.

‘We are far from automatic supporters of tall
buildings, we support projects that are good in the
round, and criticise those that are not,’ he said,
adding that commissioners are chosen by the
DCMS from a range of professions and expected to
declare their interest towards particular schemes.

English Heritage also defended its policy, say-
ing it recommended protection for only a ‘handful
of the best tall buildings of the ’60s and '70s’.

And the Corporation of London’s head of
planning, Peter Rees, disputed the conclusion that
towers were not needed to attract investment into
the city.

However, CABE welcomed calls for the govern-
ment to formally endorse the joint guidelines on
tall buildings produced with EH last year.

Zoe Blackler
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‘Ministers would never dare put wind
turbines on the posh Chilterns oralong
the Cotswold escarpment.They mean to
cover the Essex coast with them.Theyare
today’s coaltips and sewage outfalls.’
Simon Jenkins. Times, 30.8.02

‘This biggest of big wheels seems perfectly to
symbolise the state of Britain at the start of the
Millennium.Itis a structure purely for pleasure
thatallows usto goroundincircles...’

Gavin Stamp on the London Eye. Sunday
Telegraph, 31.8.02

‘If Wessex Water candoit,
why is there so much crap
elsewhere?’

Jonathan Dimbleby admires
Bennetts Associates’ building.

Guardian, 2.9.02

+ FOR A DAILY NEWS FEED ON THE LATEST ARCHITECTURAL STORIES GO TD AJPLUS.CO.UK

London ‘must take lead on
sustainable development’

London deputy mayor Nicky Gavron has called
for cities to take the lead in sustainable develop-
ment. Addressing the Global Alliance for Building
Sustainability (GABS) in Johannesburg last week,
she said cities such as London must set an example.

‘London encapsulates a lot of problems around
the world, she said. ‘It has a huge duty to take the
lead’ Gavron told the A] the first meeting of GABS
had been a resounding success, particularly its
achievements in bringing together the different
professions involved in construction.

The Greater London Authority will be working
with the professions to push environmentally sen-
sitive design, she said, and will produce guidelines
on sustainability to help architects achieve it.

The 42 organisations that attended GABS signed
up to a charter for action, pledging to work to set
benchmarks and standards of sustainable develop-
ment. Organisations include the RIBA, the RICS,
Commonwealth Association of Architects and
International Facility Management Association.

Environment minister Michael Meacher also
spoke at the event, welcoming recognition that the
built environment is a major contributor to global
warming. Meacher will be meeting RIBA president
Paul Hyett and RICS Foundation chief executive
David Fitzpatrick to to discuss how government
can further support the GABS initiative.

5 September 2002

Diller + Scofidio has unveiled its
plans for Boston's new 6,200m’
Institute of Contemporary Art
(ICA).The scheme - located on the
city’s Fan Pier waterfront - will
provide 1,800m’ of exhibition
space, education facilitiesand a
centre for public performances.
The four-storey building will have
both permanentand temporary
galleries that will triple the size of
the current facilities. This
exhibition space will cantilever
over the harbour-side walkway,
providing a shelter below. A
530m’ theatre will be located on
the lower levels of the building

with glass walls also facing the

harbour, providing an unusual
theatrical backdrop. The ICA
designisincluded in the ‘Next’
exhibition, at the Venice Biennale
which openson 8 September.

Hyett dismissed suggestions that the event was
simply a talking shop, claiming real progress had
been made at the meeting. ‘Ecological design is on
the agenda, he said. “There isn’t time for turf wars,
there isn’t time for complacency or for cynicism.
This is the time for working rapidly together for
intelligent solutions.

Hyett added that he had pledged to raise fund-
ing for additional scholarships for South African
students to study in the UK. ©Q

Zoé Blackler

Mosse joins Hemingway on
Stirling Prize judging panel
Author and broadcaster Kate Mosse has joined
fashion designer Wayne Hemingway on the
Stirling Prize judging panel that will decide the
winner of this year’s competition.

Mosse, the presenter of BBC Radio 4’s Readers
and Writers Roadshow, was founder of the Orange
Prize for Fiction.

The other judges of the AJ-backed award are
RIBA president Paul Hyett, CABE deputy chair-
man Paul Finch and Foreign Office Architects
founder and director Farshid Moussavi.

The shortlist for the award will be announced on
12 September and the overall winner will be
unveiled at a ceremony at the Baltic Centre for Con-
temporary Art in Gateshead on 12 October.

@ See pages 8 and 9 for special prizes shortlists.

STAMP OF APPROVAL

Foster and Partners’ Millennium
Bridge is to be featured on a sec-
ond class stamp, one of a series of
four stamps that will celebrate
London’s river crossings.The other
bridges to get the Royal Mail treat-
ment are Tower Bridge on the first
class, and London Bridge and
Blackfriars Bridge on the 47p and
68p stamps respectively.

CUMBERNAULD LAUDED
Icomos - the UN’s architectural
heritage advisory body - has
chosen Geoffrey Copcutt’s much-
maligned Scottish town, Cumber-
nauld, as one of the best examples
of 20th century British architec-
ture. Inspired by Le Corbusier, the
town, constructed in the 1960s,
was part of the new town building
programme of the 1950s and
'60s. lcomos argues that the town
is ‘an exemplar of high-quality
design worthy of respect and
preservation’

Q&A

v Ry
%

...of votersinapollonthe AJ’s
website strongly agree that
architects should be taking the
lead on sustainable design.

Strongly agree

81%

Agree
— 14%
Disagree

3%

Strongly disagree
:2°o

Respondents: 135

This week’s question:

Are skyscrapers essential to
deliver an urban renaissance
inthe UK?

¢ Register your view at
www.ajplus.co.uk
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Stainless steel lock is easy to use for
the disabled. Nylon edge cannot
scratch receiver.
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 thrislington cubicles

Product:

Scale: nts

Contact: t +44 (0)1244 520 677
w www.thnslingtoncubicies.com
e info@thnislingtoncubicles.com

We've buried some little
treasures in o= Glass.
Specially produced ceramic
glass that cannot be seen
through. The pivoted doors
eliminate large metal
patches. Vertical posts are
suspended from the
headrail which hides our
unigue patented hydraulic
door closer. Feet are set
out of sight from front view.
So all you do see is glass,
glass and more glass.

Top pivoted doors enable minimal
stainless steel strips instead of large,
unsightly metal patches.

enquiry 2 on card

CNC turned stainless steel feet. Bolted into the floor and set
out of sight 200mm. back from front of cubicle.

www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect




AJ FIRST BUILDING AWARD
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RIBA reveals ‘special prizes’ shortlists

The AJ can reveal the shortlists for the RIBA's six special prizes, to be announced on 12
October at the Stirling Prize Ceremony. The AJ’s First Building Award, sponsored by
Robin Ellis Design Build, will go to the best example of a first stand-alone building. The
other awards are the Stephen Lawrence Prize, sponsored by the Goldschmied Trust,
for the best project with a budget less than £200,000; the ADAPT Trust Access
Award; the Crown Estate Conservation Award; the RIBA Client of the Year Award,
sponsored by the Arts Council of England; and the RIBA Journal Sustainability Award.

STEPHEN LAWRENCE PRIZE

The shortlisted schemes are:

® Quaker Barns, Norwich, by Hudson Featherstone (pictured)

@ Basement flat, Edinburgh, by Richard Murphy Architects

@ Wycoller Visitor Centre, by Hakes Associates

® Cardboard Building, Westcliff-on-Sea, by Cottrell + Vermeulen Architecture
@ Bandstand, De la Warr Pavilion, Bexhill, by Niall McLaughlin Architects

® Sorrel House, Bosham Hoe, by Foggo Associates with David Thomas

® Fairhazel Gardens,London NW6, by Scampton & Barnett

8 | the architects’ journal

The shortlisted schemes are:
@ Dance Base, Edinburgh, by Malcolm Fraser Architects (pictured)
©® Oldham Art Gallery, by Pringle Richards Sharratt
@ Tate Britain Centenary Development, London, by John
Miller & Partners

@ Royal Academy of Music, London, by John McAslan & Partners
@ Southwark Cathedral Millennium Project, London, by Richard
Griffiths Architects

® Stirling Tolbooth, by Richard Murphy Architects

5 September 2002




CHARLOTTE WODOO

BE

The shortlisted schemes (pictured from left):

@ Barnhouse, Highgate, by Sutherland Hussey Architects
® Wycoller Visitor Centre, by Hakes Associates

@ Fairhazel Gardens,London NW6, by Scampton & Barnett
@ VXO House, Hampstead, by Alison Brooks Architects

® Brooke Coombes House, London W5, by Burd Haward Marston Architects -

RMA AND ALAN FORBES

CROWN ESTATE CONSERVATION AWARD RIBA CLIENT OF THE YEAR

RIBA JOURNEL SUSTAINABILITY AWARD

The shortlisted schemes are: The shortlisted schemes are: The shortlisted clients are:
@ Fingal County Offices, Co Dublin, @ Stirling Tolbooth, by Richard Murphy @ Greater Manchester, for projectsincluding
by Bucholz McEvoy with BDP (pictured) Architects (pictured) lan Simpson Architects’ Urbis (pictured)
@ Entrance Galleries & Planet Earth, ® Centre for Contemporary Arts, ® Urban Splash, for Shed KM's Collegiate &
The Earth Centre, Doncaster, by Feilden Glasgow, by Page & Park Architects Matchworks
Clegg Bradley @ Great Hall, Belfast, by Consarc @ Westborough Primary School, for
@ Gateway, Baglan Energy Park, Port Talbot, Conservation Cottrell + Vermeulen Architecture’s
by Neath Port Talbot CBC @ Sorrel House, Bosham Hoe, by Cardboard Building
@ Cardboard Building, Westcliff-on-Sea, Foggo Associates with David ® LadyBessborough, for Munkenbeck +
by Cottrell + Vermeulen Architecture Thomas Marshall’s Artists' House, Roche Court
® Downland Gridshell, Chichester, by Edward @ Tate Britain Centenary @ TheTate, for developments at Tate
Cullinan Architects Development, London, by John Britain and Tate Modern
Miller & Partners ® lain Tuckett from Coin Street Community

Builders, for Haworth Tompkins
Architects’lroko Housing Cooperative

5 September 2002 the architects' journal |9




Chetwood Associates has submit-
ted this redevelopment of a 0.8ha
brownfield site in Camberwell,
south London for planning per-
mission.The project - on a derelict
bus depot - will transform the
land into a mixed-use develop-
ment which will include retail,
leisure and residential units. ©

WORKSPACE PRIZE SHORTLIST
Snell Associates, McDowell +
Benedetti, Chance De Silva, McKe-
own Alexander Architects and
Kengo Kuma & Associates have all
been shortlisted for the RIBA-
organised Managed Workspace
Competition in Stokesley, North
Yorkshire.

RIBA HOMES IN ON CRISIS

The RIBA Gallery will host a series of
talks and events called ‘Coming
Homes' that look at the affordable
housing crisis in the UK. Among the
events will be an exhibition ‘Com-
ing Homes; 3.8 million reasons to
think about housing; which will try
to show the benefits of good
design in house-building. For fur-
ther information call the gallery on
02075803662.0

HULL ARTS CENTRE DESIGN
Hull College has appointed David
Lyons Associates to design its new
arts centre, the £10million Centre
for Excellence.The 54,000m’centre
forms part of a proposed regenera-
tion scheme, the £1 billion River
Hull Corridor, planned by the city’s
Urban Regeneration Company.

ROCHE GETS NETWORKING
Camden Architects Forum former
chair Chris Roche has set up an
architecture group practice net-
work.The Workshop in Shoreditch
will house 11.04 Architects and
Roche’s research firm, Architectur-
al Research Services.The practices
will be encouraged to collaborate
and bid for work collectively.

ARTWORKS ON A LEASE
Britart, the online gallery for
emerging artists, has set up a new
scheme which will allow develop-
ers to lease pieces of art for use in
their projects. It aims to allow new
artists to showcase their work to
potential buyers. For further
details of the initiative, call 020
7392 7200.
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Grimshaw's Eden Project
voted the ‘best in 50 years’

Nicholas Grimshaw & Partners’ £75million Eden
Project is the best building of the past 50 years,
according to research commissioned to mark the
50/50 — Crowning Achievements/Future Products
exhibition at London’s Building Centre.

Pollsters in the AJ survey questioned 407 visi-
tors to Interbuild 2002 on the best building, the
greatest feat of engineering, the favourite con-
struction product and the greatest innovation.

The visitors voted for Jern Utzon’s Sydney
Opera House as second best building, with third
place going to Le Corbusier’s Ronchamp Chapel.
Cesar Pelli’s No 1 Canada Square at Canary Wharf
came in forth, and fifth was Foster and Partners’
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank.

The Channel Tunnel won the vote for the most
impressive engineering project, followed closely
by Marks Barfield Architects’ British Airways Lon-
don Eye. In third place was the Thames Barrier,
with the London Underground’s acclaimed
Jubilee Line Extension in fourth and Foster and
Partners’ Chep Lap Kok Airport fifth.

Meanwhile, the improvements in glass technol-
ogy meant that glass products were voted the past
half-century’s most useful building products.

And the most revolutionary innovation for the
construction industry was overwhelmingly con-
sidered to be the computer. Mobile phones lagged
a long way behind to take second place.

The full results were set to be revealed at an

seating in demountable
sections that pack
into articulated trucks

event at the Building Centre in London in the
presence of the Duke of Gloucester today.
Ed Dorrell

Salter leaves East London
University as schools merge

Peter Salter is leaving his post as head of school at
the University of East London, following the
merger of the architecture and design schools.

Salter, who will take early retirement at the end
of October after seven years in the post, said he
was sad to leave, but cited frustration at the chang-
ing nature of the job.

‘Like all universities, there are a lot of problems
with a shortage of funding from central govern-
ment. Under those circumstances, [ can’t develop
the school as I would like, I can’t do it under the
present financing of the school

Increasingly the school was taking on more
students for the same number of teachers, Salter
said. As a result of the merger, the architecture
school will move from Holbrook in Stratford to
the University’s Docklands Campus.

The school will begin discussions with students
and staff as soon as the new term begins to seek sug-
gestions for a replacement, in addition to
advertising the post. Salter, 55, is not sure of his
next move, but said he planned to get his Part 3
and concentrate on designing.
® Professor Thom Gorst is taking over as head of
school at Birmingham School of Architecture and
Landscape.

cranes on the

ramp towers used

to erect and dismantle
the stadium

and to hold up the
roof during the event

m2 photovoltaic roof
ing 5 million KWh
per year

main vip entrance

external concourse
with permanent services

for future development —p
<+

@ porous wind shield
slides into most
favourable orientation
for world records

One of the key figures behind the City of Manchester Stadium, former principal architect at Arup Associates

James Burland, has revealed plans for a‘portable stadium’ The scheme - aimed at cities bidding for the

Olympics or other major sporting events - is based upon the concept of transportable and divisible elements,

and will have a maximum capacity of 80,000. Burland said sports minister Richard Caborn had seen the plans

and asked him to develop them further with reference to a possible London Olympic bid. ‘The minister made it

quite clear to me that he is not interestedin a 100,000-seater stadium that will become a white elephant,and

new ideas in engineering and development financing mean that you could have a splendid portable stadium as

the centrepiece to the bid,' Burland said. Among other advantages outlined are a reduced capital outlay, the
elimination of the need for the stadium to be converted post-event,and the possible recycling of the structural

elements. Burland is determined it will be cheaper than a permanent structure,

5 September 2002




X Landmark
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Is tius tne Landmark I.\‘,’.)

A company of

Can you tell which one’s 500 million years old?

Is this the roof made from

500-million-year-old

Welsh slate?

They may look alike, but whereas
traditional slate is even older than the
hills, Landmark comes from the very
latest technology.
Rather than just the one colour normally used in
man-made slates, ColourFusion™ allows us to mix
as many as six pigments to match Welsh slate’s
character and beauty (with a choice of Brecon or
Snowdon Grey).
A dense layer of highly pigmented amalgam is
fused with the body of the slate, so that it actually
becomes part of it. Consequently, they will age like

slate, maturing and looking good for 25 years or more.

And, of course, being a Redland roof, the whole roof,

enquiry 4 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect

including fittings and accessories, is guaranteed totally
weathertight for fifteen years.

If you're still not sure which roof is which, visit our
special microsite at www.redland.co.uk/chamfer
and you could win one of a number of prizes -
including a Landmark Digital Voice Recorder.
Contact your nearest Redland Roofing Systems
sales office on 08705 601000.

Or e-mail us on roofing@redland.co.uk

r.redland.co.uk/chamfer

Redland

ROOFING SYSTEMS

GUARANTEED WEATHERTIGHT

LAFARGE

ROOFING




KEN GATEWAY UNITY CALL
London mayor Ken Livingstone
has warned that the regeneration
and planned house-building pro-
gramme in the Thames Gateway
areais entirely dependent on a co-
operative approach.Speaking ata
meeting of the local authorities,
Livingstone said almost nothing
would be achieved unless the
Greater London Authority, local
councils and central government
worked in unison, ©

WAREHOUSE GO-AHEAD

The Tooley & Foster Partnership
has won planning permission fora
£6.8 million office and warehouse
development in Dagenham, Essex,
for building supplier Nicholls and
Clarke. Work on the building -
which will act as the firm's national
head office - will begin on site in
the autumn.

GUIDETO URBAN DESIGN

The Urban Design Group is set to
launch a new document, the Urban
Design Guidance, on 18 Septem-
ber. The guide - aimed at advising
the government and its agencies
on the topic of masterplanning
and regeneration - is available by
calling 020 7665 2464.)

HOK'’s £150 million stadium
plans on verge of collapse

HOK Sport+Event+Venue’s plans for its £150 mil-
lion stadium for Everton Football Club are in
jeopardy as a result of both the club and its backers
failing to raise funding for the scheme.

The AJ has learned that the three main finan-
cial supporters of the 55,000-seater venue —
planned for the King’s Dock in Liverpool — are all
unsure about whether they can honour their orig-
inal promises. If plans for the stadium collapse
then a £100 million mixed-use development on
the same site will also fail.

Everton is committed to finding £30 million of
the required resources. However, plans to sell off
its current ground, Goodison Park, to a major
supermarket have been spiked. Local council
planners have told the club that they will not back
retail development on the land. This has reduced
the site’s value by more than £10 million.
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Kicked into touch: HOK’s Everton stadium

Meanwhile, Liverpool Vision, the city’s regen-
eration agency, is also understood to be getting
jittery about the project. It has told Everton that if
it cannot find its share of the money, then it will
abandon the project and a search will begin for
another use for the site.

And, according to a senior insider at Everton,
Liverpool City Council, the scheme’s final major
backer, ‘has gone lukewarm about the whole
development’. The insider said: ‘There are a mas-
sive number of problems with the scheme at the
moment. Everyone is twitchy and unsure of
whether they either want to spend this amount of
money or whether they can afford it.

“The time has come for our partners to show us
the colour of their money, the insider added. ‘This
is a crucial six-week period. If we cannot get all the
money together within that time, then this project
will be in serious trouble. Personally, I think it
looks highly unlikely that all the cash will arrive.

A spokesman for Liverpool Vision confirmed
that there are still high-level talks remaining to
try and find the funding but that a deal is yet to be
put before senior figures at either Everton or
Liverpool Vision, ‘“There are still negotiations
going on with Everton and its partners as to how
the public-sector funding will be divided up, the
spokesman said. ‘Planning continues to go ahead
but there has still been no clearance from any
board for the deals’

Officially, Everton is maintaining that the club
still has every intention of logging a planning appli-
cation for the projects within six months.

Ed Dorrell

The First Sketch.

When we asked our designer to explain the idea behind the

all-new Saab 9-3 Sport Saloon, he drew the driver. ‘This, he

said, ‘is the most important part of the design’ Then he added

the grin saying: ‘And pure driver enjoyment is what this car is

all about. To experience this for yourself, book a 24 hour test
drive on 0845 300 93 95 or www.firstsketch.co.uk

OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION IN MPG (LiTRES/100KM): Ursan 23.9 (1.8), ExTrA UrsAN 42.8MpG (6.6), CoMBiNED
332 (8.5). CO2 EMISSIONS 204G/KM. ALL FIGURES FOR SAAB 9-3 SPORT SALOON AERO (2108HP) WITH MANUAL GEARBOX.




Developer alleges ‘collusion’
over quashed Bristol scheme

Warehouse scheme ‘would have negative impact’

The developer of a scheme rejected by John
Prescott last month after a public inquiry, has
accused Bristol Civic Society (BCS) and the city’s
Government Office of collusion in Killing off the
project, writes Ed Dorrell.

Barlow Henley’s £35 million mixed-use project
for the McArthurs Warehouse was called in fol-
lowing opposition from the Civic Society, which
claimed the redevelopment would have had a neg-
ative impact on the docks conservation area.

It also argued that the height of the buildings
would have damaged the setting of the Brunel
steamship SS Great Britain. The public inquiry
was hailed by developer QuADA as a test case of
the civic society’s local influence.

However, QuADA director Richard Bellman is
now furious that the minister has decided in the

BCS’s favour. He told the AJ he is likely to push for
a judicial review of the decision. Bellman has also
accused the civic society of being in a ‘cabal’ with
the Government Office in Bristol in blocking the
scheme.

In the run-up to the inquiry eight months ago,
Bellman pointed the finger at the BCS, claiming it
was distributing misleading images of Barlow
Henley’s scheme (A] 31.1.02). And now he is
accusing Bristol’s civil servants of misleading the
minister. “The Government Office told the minis-
ter that local opposition to the development was
widespread when there was only ever one formal
objection from the general public.

“The Civic Society has built up a coterie with
English Heritage and the Government Office that
has far too much influence locally, he added.

Barlow Henley director Nick Henley agreed
that Prescott’s decision did not make any sense.
‘The scheme was everything the government pur-
ports to want from a regeneration project and yet
it was quashed, he said.

‘We are looking at all the legal options we have.
But the more I think about taking the decision to
judicial review, the more I like it.

However, Bristol Civic Society’s chief publicity
officer Charles Fox dismissed the suggestion that
the society is in collusion with the Government

Office. ‘It simply took a lot of time and a lot of

effort to ensure this outcome, he said.

‘Prescott’s decision answers our critics back.
We could see there were serious problems with the
scheme and it seems the government agrees with
us, Fox added.

BDP RETAIL CENTRE OPENS
BDP’s £75 million Tres Aguas retail
and leisure centre in Alceron, near
Madrid, is set to open in Septem-
ber. The 65,000m’ ‘edge-of-town’
project, for Lend Lease Europe,
provides two levels of retail space
for commercial hire. The scheme
also includes a supermarket, 15-
screen multiplex cinema, 10-lane
bowling alley, a health club and
3,200 parking spaces.

MCASLAN’'S TURKISH DELIGHT
John McAslan & Partners, working
together with Arup, has won a
competition to design the new
headquarters of the Turkish con-
glomerate Borusan Holdings. The
HQ will be located in the shell of
an existing 19th-century tower on
the Bosphorusin Istanbul. O

TOWN HALL RESCUEPLAN
Hackney council is to lease
Shoreditch Town Hall to local char-
ity the Shoreditch Town Hall Trust
in a move to save it. The 1865
building - unused since 1965 - is
on English Heritage’s Buildings at
Risk Register. Refurbishment will
create new offices for hire, while
the chamber and committee
rooms will be used for functions.

Brought to life.

enquiry 1 on card
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect




Hellman

It's 200 years exactly since Wordsworth wrote his famous sonnet Composed Upon
Westminster Bridge . A Parliamentary Committes on tall buildings has just slightly revised it.

( Earth has not anything to show more fair-
Faced concrete office towers piled up high,

Like gap-toothed stumps against the sky

By big global speculators who dare

Take on politicians and planners there

With the “a must for high-density” lie,

Though they're really big monuments they buy

From architects with fingers in the pie,

Who mess up the street-scape without a care.

Transport, traffic and parking cannot cope.

Tall buildings are expensive to erect,

Gobbling up resources without a hope.

So come on EH and CABE, we expect

You to combine and extend your scope.

Let's have a firm policy to effect!
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vital statistics

@® In 2001, British
construction companies
secured overseas contracts
worth £4.7 billion, compared
with only £3.9 billionin 2000,
according to the DTI. Africa
saw the biggestincrease,
while the US took thelion’s
share with 40 per cent.

® Inthe UK, 6,500 fridges are
thrown away each day,and
since the introduction of EU
regulations the cost of
disposal has increased to £25
million a year (figures:RICS).
® Road congestion is costing
London’s business
community anextra £3.4
million a day as deliveries
become gridlocked in traffic,
anew study from the London
Chamber of Commerce has
reported.

® The cost to the government
of new storage chambers for
the natural gas that Britain
will have toimport as the
domestic supply from the
North Sea begins torundry
could be £13 billion by 2020,
according toresearch from
the Royal Academy of
Engineering.
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Clare Melhuish reviews...
Cerda’s Barcelona vision
and today's city planners

Barcelona’s Eixample — the gridded extension to
the city designed by Ildelfons Cerda in the 1860s —
is, claim the organisers of a new exhibition, strik-
ingly relevant to today’s city planners ‘who face
unprecedented conflicts in the uncontrolled
explosion of global urban development’.

By this, one presumes they mean the unprece-
dented rate of growth of cities in the developing
world and the pressure on land, speculation,
improvisation, and instability affecting the built
environment, which it has brought with it.

Indeed, Barcelona at that time suffered compa-
rable problems — rapid industrialisation and
expansion, with a record population of 859 people
per hectare in 1859 compared with London’s 86 per
hectare the previous year. The exhibition describes
Cerda as ‘a social reformer averse to utopian solu-
tions’ (unlike, say, Robert Owen), who coined the
slogan ‘ruralise the urban, urbanise the rural’ to
express a vision of a city adapted and extended on
the basis of efficient transport and communication
networks articulated by public spaces.

Aerial photographs show how rigorous Cerda’s
grid was compared with other European city
plans, with its distinctive chamfered corners to the
city’s blocks creating small squares at each inter-
section. The blocks themselves were designed
around inner courtyards, to ensure adequate flow
of air and light, and the streets were 20m wide,

www louisheliman co uk

with ‘transcendental ways’ 50m wide, so that in
total 30 per cent of the surface area is given over to
streets and plazas — compared with a mere 19 per
cent in newer areas ‘designed in the age of the
automobile.’ In the revised plan of 1863, housing
was even designed with direct links to train plat-
forms below street level. The exhibition maintains
that this emphasis on ‘mobility systems’ marks a
rupture with traditional urban form, determined
by buildings and building plots.

It is interesting to see such a rigorous and ratio-
nal approach being celebrated again as a solution
to contemporary urban ills, after years of empha-
sis on the desirability of the picturesque. But, as
the exhibition admits, Cerda’s vision could never
be sustained against the pressures of speculation,
and the resistance of landowners. Cerda’s Building
Ordinances and Economic Plan to finance it were
never approved and, though the grid was built, the
internal courtyards were steadily built over right
up to the 1970s. It is difficult to see how the same
problems could be avoided today.

Cerda’s plan was conceived as an extension, fol-
lowing the demolition of the city walls in 1854,
and did not involve extensive clearance of existing
urban fabric in the same way that Haussman'’s
urban reforms in Paris did. However, it also shows
a disregard for existing social networks structur-
ing the landscape, and a blind faith in measuring,
surveying, and spatial regulation as the key to
social order, which we might question today.
‘Cerda: The Barcelona Extension (Eixample)’ is
organised by the Institut d’Estudis Territorials and
Instituto Cervantes, and hosted by the RIBA until
21 September

5 September 2002
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Room with a view
A Crescent spiral
chosen for new
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ent spiral at Old
n the City of London
is believed to be the
highest in the UK

Room on top...
A spectacular C
access to the viewing gallery at the
London Transport Museum

scent spiral gives

Rain doesn't
necessarily stop play...
The central column of this
elegant stair at Wimbledon
is also the down pipe
which drains the roof of
the new stand.

Seeing is believing...
Computer visual of a new
helical stair at