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BIENNALEBLOWOUT

The British Council will showcase
the work of only one UK architec-
tural practice at the 8th Venice
Biennale (7 September to 24
November). However, the winner
will be selected from a shortlist of
five chosen by the British jury,
comprising Will Alsop, critic
Rowan Moore and director of the
Design Museum Alice Rawsthorn.
The winner will be one of Alison
Brooks Architects; Adjaye/ Associ-
ates; de Rijke Marsh Morgan; East;
and Foreign Office Architects.

GO FORFESTIVALHALL?

Allies and Morrison’s £50 million
plans for the Royal Festival Hall
could finally get the go-ahead this
week. Planning officers are rec-
ommending Lambeth approves
the plans at a special planning
meeting next Tuesday. Project
architect Victoria Thornton said
she was optimistic the committee
would approve the two applica-
tions - one for the new Liner
Building and the other to refur-
bish the original building.

HARBOURTO LEAVE GENSLER
Gensler boss Tony Harbour is
retiring. The new managing direc-
toris to be Chris Johnson.

AJ/BRUFMA UPDATE
Insulation standards and the
revised Part L will be discussed
ata conference organised by
BRUFMA, the urethane foam
association, in association with
the AJ. Keynote speaker will be
Ted King of the DTLR Building
Regulations division. Topics will
include new EU standards for
insulation products; new EU fire
classifications;and the
sustainability of different
insulation materials. The
conference takes placeon 23
April at the Ramada hotel,
Sutton Coldfield.

Details: Direct Contact
Exhibitions, 01630 673000.
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‘It’s lovely. It feels very strong and solid.
Ninety-year-old Emma Drake on crossing
the reopened Millennium Bridge.

Evening Standard, 22.2.02

news

‘Whoops, he has done itagain. The artists’
impressions of this new “urban village”
resemble designs for tins of Quality Street
chocolates.’

Jonathan Glancey on the Prince of Wales’ new
Poundbury-style development at St Austell,
Cornwall. Guardian, 21.2.02

Terry Farrell and Partners has won
planning approval for this £75
million Swiss Cottage schemein
north London. The project will
include’Visage) a 16-storey glass
apartment building comprising
131 one-, two- and three-bedroom
flats. The scheme also includes a
7,100m’ sports and leisure
complex with a further 22 flats on
top, 19 homes forrental,a
community centre and a new
doctor’s surgery. The 1960s public
library, designed by Sir Basil
Spence,will also be refurbished,
and alandscaped central park
will form a focal point to the
project. Work will startin April

andis expected to complete
by 2005. ¥

EH staff set to walk out over pay

English Heritage staff are to strike over pay—a move
that will delay planning decisions and provide a
tough baptism for incoming boss Simon Thurley.

Staff at English Heritage voted overwhelmingly
to strike after a simmering pay dispute with EH
management boiled over. A spokesperson for the
Prospect union told the AJ that 77 per cent voted
to strike while 90 per cent backed some form of
industrial action. The union has warned that the
series of strikes will affect all areas of EH’s work
including planning, requests for listed building
consent and prominent tourist attractions,

The union originally opted for a one-day strike
on 11 March, but this was extended following a
strategy meeting last Friday. The first action will
be from 8-11 March, then 2 April — the day incom-
ing EH boss Thurley is expected to start — with a
final two strike days on 6-7 May. Also, staff will not
work beyond their contracted hours.

A spokesperson for Greenwich Council’s plan-
ning department told the AJ: ‘We will simply have
to put decisions on hold. There’s not much else we
can do. Head of planning at Westminster Carl
Powell commented: ‘It will impact our decision-
making process and slow consultation on certain
projects. Every local authority planning depart-
ment will be impacted in some way.

The dispute spiralled out of control after the
union rejected EH’s pay offer of 3.5 per cent. The
heritage body then refused to go to arbitration and
imposed the pay award — stating that it was all it

could afford. However, staff were incensed to dis-
cover that EH intends to use £500,000 of the
payroll budget for advertising,

Prospect claims that EH staff wages lag behind
mainstream Civil Service pay by 10 per cent.
Negotiating officer Steve Jary told the AJ: ‘Staff are
hacked off. People are energised by this dispute,
Their patience has been exhausted and they won’t
be happy until they see the colour of EH’s money.

He said morale in the organisation was very
low: ‘Many are committed to the work but not EH.
It has taken on extra responsibilities from the gov-
ernment but is not willing to invest in staff — a
senior architect at EH only earns about £30,000

An EH spokesperson said: ‘In a financially chal-
lenging year this was the most we could afford. It is
significantly above inflation and comparable with
settlements in the wider public sector’

Director of the 20th Century Society Kenneth
Powell added that EH was in a precarious posi-
tion. ‘It got hit financially by the foot and mouth
crisis and now it is in the midst of its [DCMS]
review it does not want to be seen to be giving
away huge pay rises — the government may look at
that and decide it’s got too much money.

A spokesperson for the DCMS told the AJ that
if EH failed to meet targets set by the department
it would step in. ‘We are very hands-off with EH.
We want to leave areas such as budgets to them
and we expect them to manage their own house’

Steven Palmer
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‘It's all as safely part of the past as the
moon landings.’

Deyan Sudjic on Archigram getting the
Royal Gold Medal. Observer, 24.2.02

‘We know that thisisgoingtobea
great attraction. People arealready
talking about “that stunning building
by Exchange Square”.

Fran Toms of Manchester City Council on

years.’

"

lan Simpson Associates’ Urbis building,
now almost complete. Guardian, 23.2.02

+ FOR A DAILY NEWS FEED ON THE LATEST ARCHITECTURAL STORIES GO TO AJPLUS.CO.UK

Alsop dismisses presidential
candidates and quits RIBA

Will Alsop has condemned the lack of quality can-
didates for the RIBA presidency and called for
members to quit the institute and support the
Architecture Foundation instead.

Alsop criticised the limited outlook of presi-
dential hopefuls George Ferguson and David
Thorp. And he remained steadfast in his decision
to abstain from voting in the forthcoming elec-
tions despite the news that a third candidate,
Annette Fisher, had joined the race.

Dismissing the RIBA as irrelevant, Alsop said
he would be resigning — and urged others to do the
same. ‘What is the relevance of the RIBA to me and
other architects?” he asked. ‘What are its achieve-
ments during the past ten years? Why spend
money on it?’ As a non-RIBA member Alsop
would not be eligible for RIBA awards including
the Stirling Prize.

Alsop’s criticisms come as Fisher, RIBA vice
president for communications, confirmed her
commitment to stand following speculation that
she was in the running. Fisher said she had
received overwhelming offers of support, includ-
ing one from ex-president Marco Goldschmied.

wa—a ey

The Richard Rogers Partnership-designed
Waterside building at Paddington Basin is about

to emerge from the ground.The 10-storey

structure will become the London HQ of Marks &
Spencer and includes 24,000m’ of office space.
The triangular-shaped buildings will also include
retail space on the ground floor. The schemeis
engineered by Arup and is due for completion

in 2003.

28 February 2002

Fisher joins Bristol-based George Ferguson
and anti-London candidate David Thorp. Fergu-
son has criticised the attention given to ‘the small
band of star architects’ and identified a need to
defend regional practice from ‘fashion slavery),
while Thorp has pledged to speak for the small
practitioner.

Describing Thorp and Ferguson Alsop said:
‘One of them is against London and the centralisa-
tion it represents (talent tends to gravitate towards
the capital), and another is set against the “star”
system of architecture, whatever that is. As I live
and work in London, and happen to be relatively
well known, I have no choice but to not vote.”

And he added that it was time London fought
back. ‘It’s a wonderful place full of wonderful
architects! The RIBA should get on with being a
trade union, he argued, and leave the promotion
of architecture to the Architecture Foundation.

Meanwhile, newcomer Fisher denied sugges-
tions that she would be running a ‘diversity’
campaign to become the RIBA’s first black female
president, ‘T can’t win on the basis of race and gen-
der alone, she said. ‘T get the feeling there is
support out there for me. If  win it will be because
the majority want me there and believe that I can
make a difference, add value and have something
extra to bring.’ She added: ‘I'm beginning to think
that perhaps the RIBA is ready to elect me. Just my
being in the race is a big change. I think people will
sit up and take notice.

Former president Goldschmied applauded
Fisher’s decision to stand. ‘She would make a great
change from the usual faces of white males in their
50s and 60s from large practices, he said. And he
urged the younger generation to exercise their
right to vote. ‘You can’t change the institute by
abstaining, he said.

Front-runner Ferguson was not fazed by Fish-
er’s decision, but said it would add interest to the
campaign. He said he had received confirmations
of support from the many ‘eminent’ figures back-
ing him, including David Rock, Eva Jiricna, Bob
Allies and Rod Hackney. Ex-director general Alex
Reid — who has ruled himself out of the running
this time around - is also backing Ferguson.

Small practice candidate David Thorp said he
remained confident that he was in with a chance,
and he pledged to promote the views of those
‘whose business is small works, not medal-win-
ning showpieces’

The deadline for nominations is today, Thurs-
day 28 February. Voting will begin in April, with
the successful candidate serving as president in
waiting before taking up office in summer 2003.

Zoé Blackler

‘The bomb speeded things up by 25

lan Simpson on the renaissance of central
Manchester after the IRA’s 1996 attack.
Sunday Times, 24.2.02

m:am—

9-13 June 2002,
NEC, Birmingham, UX

A highlight of this year's
Interbuild will be 50/50,an
exhibition which presents the
best buildings and products of
the last 50 years and makes
predictions for the next 50,
based on interviews witha
range of experts,This week on
page 8,engineer Anthony
Hunt explains why his land
yacht is the most significant
innovation of the last 50 years.

For free entry to Interbuild
pre-register on 0870 429 4558

or visit www.interbuild.com

5%

...of votersinapollontheAJ's
website think Alvaro Siza
should be next year’s winner
of the Royal Gold Medal.He
beat Nicholas Grimshaw (19
per cent) into second place.
Respondents: 237

This week's questions:
Who should be the next
RIBA president?

0 Register your view at
www.ajplus.co.uk
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SWIMMING POOLS ON SHOW
The RIBA has launched an exhibi-
tion of the shortlisted entries for
its Indoor Swimming Pool compe-
tition. John Pardey Architect (AJ
24,1.02) won the £250,000 pro-
ject.The exhibition willinclude his
designs and those from Niall
McLaughlin  Architects; Glenn
Howells Architects; Boyarsky Mur-
phy Architects; Burd Haward
Marston Architects; Meadowcroft
Griffin Architects; and Softroom.
It will run until 19 March at Cube,
113-115 Portland Street, Man-
chester.

LAIRD INHOT WATER

Laird of Lanrick estate, Alistair
Dickson, faces a possible prison
sentence after he bulldozed his
200-year-old castle. The historic
monument was Grade B listed by
Historic Scotland. Dickson failed
to notify local planners of his uni-
lateral decision to raze Lanrick
Castle to the ground after it was
severely damaged in storms.

BURA SEEKS ENTRIES

The British Urban Regeneration
Association is inviting nomina-
tions for the 2002 Awards for Best
Practice in Regeneration. The
awards identify and promote
examples of outstanding regener-
ation. The closing date for
nominations is 5 April. For further
information call 020 7821 9552 or
visit www.bura.org.uk

NEWHAM'S CROSSRAIL CALL
Newham Council has called for
the Canary Wharf spur of the
Crossrail scheme to be extended
to the Royal Docks in east London.
The borough is to form a local
industry lobby to press the gov-
ernment for the additional stretch
of railway, which it says will pro-
mote regeneration in the area.

BISHOPSGATE BATTLE RAGES

The City of London has stepped
up its opposition to the listing of
the Bishopsgate Goods Yard as
the DCMS continues to consider
the matter.The Lord Mayor of Lon-
don has written to culture
secretary Tessa Jowell suggesting
a compromise: that a section of
the Braithwaite Viaduct be listed
and preserved as an example of
Victorian railway architecture,
with development on the rest of
the site. A spokesperson for the
Corporation suggested that Eng-
lish Heritage was seeking listing
of the entire goods yard as a way
of obstructing development.

6 | the architects' journal
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London-based practice Metaphor has been shortlisted in an open

competition to design a monument to the 2,500 Jews of Mannheim

deported to concentration camps in one night during World War . The

glasstableis proposed for the corner of Heidelberger Strasse. The 12m-

long slab and benches are made of laminated and toughened glass.Each

of the 2,500 first names are listed randomly and embedded in the

lamina. The typeface used will be’Albertus’designed by Bertholt Wolpe,

aJewwho escaped toLondonin 1935 and a pupil of the great German

typographer Rudolp Koch.

Allies and Morrison reveals
£1.5bn Cricklewood revamp

Allies and Morrison is masterplanning a £1.5 bil-
lion ‘piece of city’ for a major north London site
that could include a cluster of tall buildings.

Plans include at least one 47-storey skyscraper
for the key site in Cricklewood (pictured),
described by developers as a ‘gateway’ to the city.

Jonathan Joseph, development manager of
Cricklewood Redevelopment, said the scheme was
‘effectively a new town’ And he added that the
suburb was one of the few locations in the capital
that would benefit from a cluster of tall buildings.

However, Barnet Borough Council is undecid-
ed on whether to support the principle of a cluster
on the site. Planning officer Martin Cowey said
while Barnet’s UDP did not rule out the possibili-
ty of tall buildings, a team of consultants had been
employed to help it with the decision.

The masterplan for the 54ha site includes the
creation of 4,000 new homes. There will be
400,000m* of office space, neighbourhood retail
and community facilities. A new station on the
Thameslink line will serve the development.

Following an agreement with the owners of
Brent Cross Shopping Centre, the masterplan will
now extend beyond the North Circular and
include the redevelopment of the shopping centre.

A decision has yet to be made on how the £1.5
billion worth of work will be parcelled out among
different architects over the 10 years of the project.

Joseph said: ‘There is going to be a huge
amount of work. I expect the architectural profes-

sion will relish the opportunity to be involved.

Bob Allies, partner in charge of the project at
Allies and Morrison, said it was like ‘a small piece of
city’ While his role was that of masterplanner, he
said he also hoped to design a building on the site.

And he added: “Tall buildings will only happen
if everyone thinks it’s a good idea. Public consulta-
tion supported tall buildings on that site because
of its position at the bottom of the M1.

Allies and Morrison expects to submit an outline
planning application in the summer.

Zoe Blackler

Whraps come off £5m RIBA
and VEA architecture gallery

The RIBA and the Victoria and Albert Museum
will unveil Gareth Hoskins Architects’ designs for
the V&A architecture gallery this week.

The gallery will be the location of the ‘Architec-
ture for All’ project and the new exhibition space for
the RIBA’s drawing collection. Wright & Wright
Architects will also unveil its designs for the archive
stores and study rooms in the Henry Cole Wing
where the RIBA library’s collections will be housed.
The cost of the project is estimated at £5 million.

The 300m’ gallery is made up of three elements
— the stairs and landing gallery, the main gallery
128 and the slip store gallery. The stair element
will include a ‘totem pole’ which will drop down
the stairwell and display ‘talking heads and sound
bites’ on the nature of architecture.

The main gallery will have five elements — four
‘skyscrapers’ and a glass table running the length
of the gallery, which will display a cityscape com-
prising of models from the RIBA’s collections.

Each 5m-high tower will represent elements of
architecture’s impact. Themes suggested include,
‘The Making of Architecture’,“The Art of Architec-
ture’ and ‘People and Architecture’. At the pinnacle
of each tower, there will be a display screen show-
ing relevant images and visitors will be able to
enter each structure for an interactive experience.

The gallery will also include a ‘projector wall’ to
display images of key architectural projects. This
will tie in with a ‘hot topic zone’ which will use
interactive displays to engage the public in a dia-
logue on current architectural debates.

The slip store gallery will be the temporary
exhibition space, and will run along one wall of
the main gallery.

The project will open in 2004. Check
www.ajplus.co.uk for images on Monday. ©
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CABE and Yentob fume at
Westminster planners

‘more straightforward and structured’ than any
previous proposals. But while she congratulated
the RIBA and the ARB on producing a joint docu-
ment, she said that reaching agreement on
procedure was ‘the next big question’

“The criteria will only be as good as the proce-
dure that will be used to validate it she warned.
And she added: “We’ve told them we need to be
consulted and will be as helpful as we can. They've
reached agreement once so they should be able to
do it again.

ANTHONY HUNT

Structural engineer

What is the best building of the
past 50 years?

It can’t be Eden [Hunt was the
engineer] so it has to be Skylon - a

sort of tensegrity structure and I've

Kenneth Powell bids farewell
to the 20th Century Society

Kenneth Powell is to step down as director of the
20th Century Society after nearly five years in
the post.

Powell told the AJ that due to the pressure
of writing commitments he had decided that he
could no longer satisfactorily fulfil his role at the
society.

‘Over the past six months, I have become
increasingly busy and eventually something had to
give. I've pretty much been acting in an honorary
capacity, he said. ‘It wasn’t really fair to the society,
simple as that” He added that the society will seek

never been sure whether it v

Felix Samuely or Frank Newby
Whatever, seeing it for the first time The BBC has denied it is threatening to quit West-
minster after a row over its plans to revamp
Broadcasting House.

BBC senior executive Alan Yentob reacted
angrily after Westminster planners called for
modifications to the MacCormac Jamieson
Prichard redevelopment scheme.

Westminster’s planning committee called for a
dozen changes to the scheme, including the
replacement of much of the glass fagade with
Portland Stone and a reduction in the overall
height and bulk of the building.

persuaded me that I should get a
job at Samu I had been
articled to some boring
engineering firm and after
wandering around the festival site,|
knew here was the deep end of
something completely different
Samuely hired me and | stayed

there for seven years

What is the most significant
innovation of the past 50 years?

The land yacht.If you are mad you
sail them on an airfield at 150kph
Mine is a Seagull designed by
Jean-Philipe Krischer.It has a fully
battened mylar sail and it goes
fast, especially when the sand is

hard packed and the tyres are

blown up hard

And the best building product?

The socket head bolt

Head of planning at the borough Carl Powell
said there had been ‘frustration’ on the part of the
BBC that its scheme would have to be altered. But he
said Westminster was keen to encourage the BBC’s
expansion, recognising that the corporation was
reviewing its property holdings and could leave its
current HQ if redevelopment proved impossible.

The BBC this week has been distancing itself

from the row, blaming Yentob’s reaction on a lack
of experience with the working of planning com-
mittees. A spokesperson said his position did not
reflect that of the corporation, which was ‘confi-

a replacement but the recruitment process will be
low key. The society will seek someone to fill the
post for two-and-a-half days a week.

‘They won’t be looking for a full-time director.
The organisation doesn’t have the money; the
budget just won'’t take any more. They will be
looking to interview a few people in the next cou-
ple of months, said Powell.

Secretary of the Georgian Group Robert
Bargery told the AJ: “The listing of post-war build-
ings is now a hot topic and Ken Powell’s work at
the 20th Century Society has been largely respon-

dent that all the issues can be resolved’

Meanwhile, CABE’s design review committee,
reiterating its support for the scheme, has
appealed for the original design to be left alone. It
said a lowering of the south-east wing — one of
Westminster’s main demands - to reduce the
backdrop to Nash’s All Souls Church would weak-
en ‘one of the greatest strengths of the project’.
And it said the replacement of glass with stone
cladding would be ‘a great mistake’.
@ CABE’s design review committee has also given
its support to the Brighton and Hove Community
Stadium by KSS Sports and Leisure Design, but
said there was an opportunity to make the project
more sustainable. It also welcomed improvements
to Rolfe Judd’s Tabard House in Southwark, but
said an ‘undue reverence’ to the existing context
was ‘hampering’ the mixed-use scheme. O

Zoe Blackler

with a knurled cylinder head with a sible for pushing this issue up the government’s
agenda. He’s done a fantastic job.

Bargery added that Powell’s successor would
face a difficult task: “With the increase in high-
density affordable housing, buildings from the
1960s and ’70s will be increasingly under threat.

The task will become more challenging’

precise hexagonal hole and I've got
boxes of them in black and
stainless steel and chrome and
cadmium plate. It's the most
elegant fastening ever designed
Fred Scott used them on his
Supporto chair and the Eamses on
theirs and I'm usingthemona

current bridge de

What innovation do you hope to

seein the next 50 years?

ve always wanted to see little
computer-control
running down ti
Oxford Street in Lc
free,silent. We've sort of started to
have them with the Docklands
Light Railway and the people

mover between the north and

SCHOSA welcomes latest
‘breakthrough’ in education

Heads of schools have welcomed progress by the
RIBA and the ARB on a joint set of validation cri-
teria — but warned they must be consulted during
the ongoing dispute over procedure.

At a SCHOSA committee meeting last Friday,
heads welcomed the latest criteria as a ‘break-
through’ in the education crisis.
exhibition at Interbuild 200: SCHOSA president Wendy Potts said they were

south terminalsat G

Sheffield’s trams have drivers and

Timpson Manley Architects has won the RIBA
competition to redevelop St Luke’s Churchin
Cannock,West Midlands.The brief was to provide
the church with a flexible space to accommodate

conductors but they've got the
flavour right. They are almost silent
ind clean, ha

ind tell you the

its diverse needs. The practice fought off
competition from Jane Darbyshire and David
Kendall; Allan Joyce Architects and Purcell Miller
Tritton. *

These interviews by Suthe

will form the bas fthe 5
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vital statistics

® Some 27 per cent of
Britons consider a bungalow
tobetheidealhome.The
survey by the Alliance and
Leicester also revealed that
the next most sought-after
home isthe starterhome (16
per cent) followed by the
farmhouse (10 per cent),

® The government failed to
spend £4 billion earmarked
forschools and hospitals
during the last Parliament,

according to Treasury figures.

@ Nearly three-quarters of
UK citizens have no interest
in starting theirown
business,according toa DTI
survey.The survey was
commissioned to assess UK
entrepreneurial spirit.Only
12 per cent were considering
going into business, while 50
per cent of respondents
believed successful business
people had’low morals’

® The UK’s trade deficit
reached arecord £33.6 billion
in 2001 according to the
Office for National Statistics.
A slowdown in world trade
and high competition over
exports were blamed.

10 | the architects’' journal

Clare Melhuish reviews...
the timeless quality and
subtle poetry of Eric Parry

Responding to Eric Parry’s AA lecture, Patrick
Hodgkinson drew a parallel between Parry’s work
and that of Lethaby and Voysey — in which ‘the
smallest details are poetic, generating a timeless
quality in the buildings.

This is rare, he said, indicating a ‘craftsman’s
feel’ for the work rather than a reliance on logic.
For Jeremy Melvin, also responding, Parry’s work
evoked, like TS Eliot’s poem Ash Wednesday, a
‘world beyond the wasteland of Modernity,
inspired by optimism, with a ‘charge and power’
resulting from its position ‘on the cusp of being
both representation and realisation of itself’.

It was difficult to appreciate fully such ‘charge
and power’ from the somewhat curtailed slide pre-
sentation preceding these eulogies. However,
Parry’s commentary indicated a depth of intellec-
tual and emotional engagement with ideas and a
variety of inspirational sources in his work, which
made for interesting listening. Of course, to cite
one example, a comparison between an upmarket
hotel spa design and religious rituals of libation
and purification in India, might be found inappro-
priate, even offensive, by some. But scope for
criticism was constrained by the immediate trans-
lation of the parallel into a specific architectural
concept: in this case, the ‘potency of surfaces’

The title of the lecture, Matter, was not men-
tioned until Hodgkinson drew attention to it near

www _louisheliman co uk

the end. But it was the theme which pervaded
Parry’s narrative. It pointed towards his close asso-
ciation with the phenomenological tendency
nurtured within the architecture school at Cam-
bridge — and initially brought to life 25 years ago by
the meeting of the main protagonists in the AA’s
diploma school. In Parry’s terms, the wall in archi-
tecture represents the ‘tension between inside and
outside, mediated through material, shadow, thin-
ness and thickness’ And the treatment of the wall
surface is one of the key themes of his work. At
Stockley Park, it is ‘very flat, repetitive with the
grid’, while at Pembroke College, Cambridge, the
problem of how to order a wall with window open-
ings for 100 rooms is resolved in a self-supporting
skin of stone standing forward of the fenestration.
At Southwark Gateway, it becomes an information
wall, with integrated lightbox panels, while in the
latest commercial building on Finsbury Square, it
is a ‘civic wall to an unrequited space’.

Parry’s ‘matter’ is not simply the matter of
materials, aesthetically crafted, but an exploration
of the interaction between materiality, people’s
actions and environment: the construction of
microcosmic worlds of perception. The scheme for
30 flats in Kuala Lumpur is based on a series of
stairhalls that allow both for a ‘mediation of com-
mon space’ and free circulation of air. The scheme’s
facades of moveable louvered panels also physical-
ly engage the inhabitants with the fabric of the
building, while setting up a visual rhythm. It is in
such ways that the work achieves its quiet poetry.
Eric Parry’s lecture, Matter, took place at the Archi-
tectural Association. A book with the same title is
available from Black Dog Publishing

28 February 2002
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You are invited to
enter the...

The annual industry-wide awards scheme which was created in 1988 to recognise excellence i
the overall design, construction and delivery of buildings and civil engineering projects. Th
Awards, which feature The Prime Minister’s Better Public Building Award, will be announced a
a Gala Dinner at the London Hilton on Wednesday 23 October 2002.

Entries will compete for the following seven Award categories

The British Construction Industry Small Project Award 2002
sponsored by Thomas Telford Ltd

The British Construction Industry Building Award 2002
sponsored by BSI

The British Construction Industry Civil Engineering Award 2002
sponsored by Civils 2002

The British Construction Industry Major Project Award 2002
The British Construction Industry International Award 2002

The British Construction Industry Best Practice Award 2002
sponsored by Construction Best Practice Programme

The Prime Minister's Better Public Building Award
sponsored by CABE, the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment
and OGC, the Office of Government Commerce

Entry forms, which must be submitted by 1 May 2002, are available from:
British Construction Industry Awards
One Great George Street, London SW1P 3AA
Tel: 020 7665 2302 Fax: 020 7665 2370
or downloaded from: www.bciawards.org.uk
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Reardon Smith Architects will
submit this design for the Bedfont
Hotel to planning at the end of the
month. The new build 408 room
property will be located on a
brownfield site near Heathrow
Airport. An unnamed hotel opera-
toris lined up to run the scheme.

NEWTRADITIONS

ATraditional Architects Group has
been formed with the support of
the RIBA. The body, which already
has 90 members, will represent
the work of traditional architects
within the institute. The group’s
first meeting will take place at the
RIBA on 22 March. Further infor-
mation is available from Jan
Maciag on 01733 230816.

TAKING STOCK

Stock Woolstencroft has won
planning consent for its £10 mil-
lion Roach Works residential
scheme in the Lea Valley. The pro-
ject will include 59 live/work units
and is located on a 0.5ha site on
‘Fish Island; at the confluence of
the Hertford Union Canal and the
RiverLea.©

ARSENAL SEALVICTORY

Embattled transport secretary
Stephen Byers has cleared pro-
posals for Arsenal’s 60,000-seat
stadium, designed by HOK Sport,
at Ashburton Grove, north Lon-
don. The decision leaves Islington
Council free to rubber stamp the
£400 million three-part develop-
ment by CZWG, Sheppard Robson
and Allies and Morrison.©

Gensler and SOM axe staff
in industry slowdown

Commercial practices Gensler and Skidmore
Owings & Merrill have both shed staff, another
sign of the continuing economic downturn.

SOM has made 11 staff redundant while
Gensler has lost six, with both practices blaming
the continued slowdown of the global economy.

A spokesperson for SOM called the redundan-
cies a ‘correction’ following a period of rapid
expansion. Over 15 months the practice had
grown from 35 to 137 — the addition of one new
staff member every fortnight. However, in the
aftermath of 11 September, expansion had not
lived up to expectations, he said.

Meanwhile, other large firms are faring better.
Director of TTSP Mike Carter, which has shed five
staff since the autumn, said the practice has now
‘stabilised’. Aukett Europe, which made big cuts in
the aftermath of 11 September (A] 4.10.01),
claims to have no plans for further redundancies.

Zoé Blackler

Besieged Livingstone to take
fresh look at City Academy

London mayor Ken Livingstone has reconsidered
his rejection of the £22 million City Academy in
Bermondsey, following a sit-in at his Romney
House offices by Southwark children and behind-
the-scenes negotiations with Southwark council.

Livingstone has agreed to review his objection,
handed down over concerns about the scheme’s
location on Paterson Park — a greenfield site.

Last week more than 100 children and their

BCIA CALLS FORENTRIES

Scott Brownrigg & Turner has unveiled plans fora
£15 million casino in Guildford, Surrey. The
project will go ahead only if the government
okays proposals to deregulate gaming laws. It will
have a casino, nightclub, conference facilities,
restaurants and a‘sky bar’. It will also house a
college offering gaming and catering courses. &

parents descended on Romney House to demand
he retract his objections. The children wore
T-shirts bearing an image of the mayor and the
slogan ‘This man said no to my school’. The
protest was followed by a sit-in when it was dis-
covered that Livingstone had left the building.

The borough has agreed to invest £20 million
in its parks over the next decade and council
leader Stephanie Elsy has assured Livingstone that
two extra parks will be created near the site. The
Corporation of London has also increased the area
of public parkland in the masterplan.

Foster and Partners, Studio E, Nicholas
Grimshaw & Partners and Jestico + Whiles have
been shortlisted for the scheme (A] 7.2.02).

Entries are invited for the 2002 British Construction Industry Awards. Awards are made in seven categories,
including the highly prestigious Prime Minister’s Better Public Building Award. The categories are: Small
Project (up to £3 million) sponsored by Thomas Telford; Building (£3 million to £50 million) sponsored by
BSI; Civil Engineering (£3 million to £50 million) sponsored by Civils 2002; Major Project (more than £50
million); Best Practice, sponsored by Construction Best Practice Programme; International; and the Prime
Minister’s Better Public Building Award sponsored by CABE and OGC (the Office of Government Commerce).

The judging panel will be chaired by lan Coull, director of J Sainsbury,and will include Mark Whitby,
president of the Institution of Civil Engineers, Sir Nicholas Grimshaw and AJ publishing director Paul Finch.
The results will be announced at a Gala Awards Dinner in London on 23 October.

Entry forms are available from British Construction Industry Awards, One Great George Street, London
SW1P 3AA (tel 0207665 2302, fax 0207665 2370) or may be downloaded from www.bciawards.org.uk. The

closing date for entriesis 1 May 2002.

KEIM MINERAL

PAINTS 01746

Ww.keimpaints.co.uk
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You can get ordinary

key cabinets anywhere

"COLORCAP

- ALBION STONE
i O %'*_‘

For real quality,
total security and
infinite adaptability,
you'll need

COLORCAF

Set in Stone

® Solid steel construction ® Removable key index
® Locking bars on all major *® Cabinets available for
cabinets 15 - 1000 keys . . 5
® Inner security chambers for ® Location cards tell you exactly Beﬂllﬁﬁll EnghSh leestone
maximum security where every key is flooring for all your Architectural
LS WALSH & SONS requirements and Stone

© Specifications.
243 Beckenham Road Beckenham Kent BR3 4TS
Tel 020 8778 7061 Fax 020 8676 8669
inmail @ hswalsh.com

® 01737 771772
es@albionstonequarries.com
ww.albionstonequarries.com

. BRANCHES m LONDON AND BIRMINGHAM i
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Working details

Creative solutions to detailing

The Working Detail series is a collation of
ideas about the detailing of buildings; some
demonstrating new and innovative techniques,

others refine tried and tested methods of

construction. The details originate from the

building studies, which are published each

week in the Architects’ Journal.

Volumes |-7 are available at £18.99 each or £99 for the set.

For further details or to order please call 020 7505 6622
Fax: 0207 505 6606 or email: crc@construct.emap.com
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fastener pull-out contact between bar and bracket
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\ thermal flow through system.
Rail formed from '/
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of bracket.

Bracket produced
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with thicker options
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Insulatijon pad /
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use up to 3
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never ]beaten

The Ashgrid spacer bar system revolutionised the installation of twin-skin metal roofing and cladding systems. Through continual technical
research and innovation, it remains unrivalled today. Named as one of the top ten favourite products from the last 21 years by RCi magazine,
Ashgrid was described as having “set the standard by which other systems were judged”. Nothing compares for ease of installation, thermal
performance, strength, stability, technical support and overall Part L compliance.

The advantages speak for themselves

Ash & Lacy
Building Products Ltd.

1 & Sith Hokdings P Congary

GLASGOW Tel: 0141 952 3300 WEST MIDLANDS Tel: 0121 525 1444  LONDON Tel: 020 8335 2600
E-mail: sales@ashandlacybp.co.uk Website: www.ashandlacybp.co.uk
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competitions

RIBA-APPROVED
MONTENEY COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
Competitive interview to select
amanagement architect for a
key regeneration scheme

in the Sheffield area. The
successful architect will be
required to work closely with the
Monteney Project Team to
develop a feasibility and
building study for the whole
area,as well as assisting with
funding applications and
consultation exercises.
Deadline for expressions of
interest 14.3.02,

HOMES FOR LEARNING

Open ideas competition to
explore the provision of learning
space within the home in the
‘Becontree type cottages’
located in the Fanshawe Ward of
the London Borough of Barking
&Dagenham. Further
information is available from the
RIBA Competitions Office, 6
Melbourne Street, Leeds,LS2
7PS,tel 0113 2341335, fax

0113 2460744. Submission
deadline 16.4.02.

OTHERS

BBC CONSTRUCTION
MANAGER

Construction manager required
for a major project (80,000m?)
including extensive new build
plus refurbishment to a listed
building. The construction
manager will undertake the
works acting as principal
contractor under the
Construction (Design and
Management) Regulations
1994, For further details
contact the British
Broadcasting Corporation,
Broadcasting House, Portland
Place, London W1A 1AA.
Application to BBC Property,
BBC,Room 404, 16 Langham
Street, London W1A 1AA,tel 020
7765 1014,fax 020 7765 0726.
Application by 4.3.02.

® Richard Haut operates the
weekly’‘competitions'e-mail
service - telling architects
about projects they can apply
for across Britain, Ireland

and Europe. Tel 0033673 75
02 76, e-mail hautrichard
@hotmail.com.

Web: communities.msn.com/
RichardHautscompetitions
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Prince Charles unveils first
of Poundbury-style clones...

Prince Charles is advising on the creation of a
Cornish ‘urban village’ — the first in a series of
Poundbury-style new towns.

The project at St Austell (pictured) will provide
a model for 20 such villages which the Prince’s
Foundation is developing across the country.

The mixed-use scheme — with its emphasis on
traditional architecture and the arrangement of
buildings around a village green — aims to reflect
the urban village principles championed by HRH.

Alan Leather, the local architect chosen to draw
up the scheme, said the village would be different
from ‘sterile’ Poundbury, which failed to create a
vibrant community. Unlike Poundbury, the St
Austell ‘village’ - on a 4ha brownfield site and 1km
from the town centre — would be integrated into
the town and not merely an annex to it, he said.

Like Poundbury, it will reflect the traditional
Victorian and Edwardian architecture of the area.
However, Leather stressed that contemporary ele-
ments will be introduced for ‘key’ buildings.

Prince’s Foundation director David Lunts
agreed that while the project would draw on lessons
from Poundbury, it would have its own character. ‘It
won't be the same traditional architecture, Lunts
said, ‘it will be different traditional architecture.

The scheme will create 140 residential units
including a mixture of two-bedroom flats and
two-, three- and four-bedroom houses, 22 of
which will be affordable. There will be eight
live/work units, 12 work units over 2,500m’ and
an enterprise centre to provide 1,000m’ of man-
aged office space for local businesses.

The foundation hopes to begin on site once it
receives detailed planning permission in June.

Zoe Blackler

... amid calls for kitemark to
be awarded for village design

Prince Charles has called for a kitemark for well
designed urban villages to be awarded by his
foundation. The reward for best practice in urban
village design would replace the ‘urban village’

label promoted by the Urban Villages Forum dur-
ing the 1980s. Jon Bootland, director of
regeneration and policy at the foundation, said the
Prince was keen to see the idea implemented — an
sign that HRH is stepping up his involvement in
architecture.

The move was praised by Baron Isherwood,
North West Development Agency’s director of
regeneration, who said the agency would be
launching its own awards system to celebrate good
design at the local level.

Isherwood said he hoped to collaborate with
the Prince’s Foundation over the NWDA's awards,
which will be launched at the end of March.

Robert Cowan, director of the Urban Design
Group, welcomed the influence the prince could
bring to good village design. But he said there was
a need to rethink the original ‘urban villages’ con-
cept with its overcomplicated criteria.

RIBA flies in former BA chief
Ayling as awards assessor

The RIBA’s line-up of lay assessors for this year’s
awards programme includes Bob Ayling, former
British Airways chief executive and honorary fel-
low of the institute.

Ayling, who was behind the commissioning of
Marks Barfield’s BA London Eye but was also the
chairman of Dome operator the New Millennium
Experience Company, will be the lay assessor of
entries from the Wales region, where he will serve
under judges’ chairman Peter Clegg.

TV personality Kevin McCloud has been cho-
sen for the South West & Wessex area. The
presenter of Channel Four’s Grand Designs pro-
gramme will serve with chairman Ian Simpson.

The other assessors are: the Architecture Foun-
dation’s Lucy Musgrave at North and Yorkshire
region under chairman Jeff Bell; filmmaker Murray
Grigor with chairman Niall McLaughlin in the
North West; photographer Richard Bryant with
Julia Barfield as chairman in the East and West
Midlands; developer Alan Cherry with Mike
Fletcher in the East; architectural journalist and AJ
contributor Ken Powell with chairman Pankaj
Patel in the South East; Radio 4 broadcaster Beatrix
Campbell with chairman Rab Bennetts in the
South; Urban Splash property man Tom Bloxham
with chairman Gareth Hoskins in one of the two
London regions, and environmental engineer Guy
Battle as lay assessor to chairman John McAslan in
the other; RIBA client of the year last year Rob Join-
er with Bob Allies in Scotland; and consultant Rory
Coonan with David Page in Northern Ireland.

ZahaHadid Architects has won a commission to

design the temporary Guggenheim Museum in
Tokyo.The 116m’ structure will be a 10-year

project on Odasiba Island. Hadid beat off
competition from Shigeru Ban and 2001's RIBA
Royal Gold Medal winner Jean Nouvel to secure
the project. The design proposal offers a large
single space wrapped in a snakeskin-like
envelope.The primary cladding material will be
large, brightly coloured ceramic tiles. These will be
interspersed with light boxes and photovoltaic
cells. Alarge media screen will be embedded in the
structure. More images at www.ajplus.co.uk *
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Will your envelope

If any of your buildings completed betwe
March 1999 and March 2002 features Colo

or any other Corus pre-painted steel as the
exterior cladding of the envelope, you could

enter for the 12th Colorcoat Building Awards.

There are six awards in all.

The judges are Paul Finch OBE,
Rab Bennetts, Paul Monaghan, Hanif Kara
and Professor Philip Jones.

this one on July 9th?

Overall winner: £10,000

Sponsored by Akzo Nobel Nippon Paint and BASF Coatings
Use of colour: £2,000
Innovation: £2,000
Profiled metal: £2,000
Detailing: £2,000

Sustainable development: £2,000

DON'T MISS OUT ON THE CHANCE OF AN AWARD. ENTRIES CLOSE ON MARCH 29th.
Call 01633 222211 or enter online at www.cb-awards.com
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Heads ahove water in the crime tidal wave

As the crime rate soars architectural practices have found themselves in the firing line.
Steven Palmer asks how firms in ‘up and coming areas’ can avoid becoming victims

A crime wave has hit architectural practices
in north London over the past month, with
Curl La Tourell Architects the victim of
armed raiders and Ushida Findlay burgled
after its RIBA Modern Country House
Competition win (A] 21.2.02).

However, this is just part of a wider trend.
A recent report revealed that a handgun can
be bought in London for only £200 and the
Forum of Private Business states that 45 per
cent of businesses are affected by crime in a
12-month period.

Dave King, Camden crime prevention
officer, said: ‘Architectural practices can find
themselves on the front line because they
use state-of-the-art technology and
smaller practices are often in cheaper
“up and coming areas” where crime is
often higher’

Curl La Tourell Architects director
Helen Taylor told the AJ: “We're still in
shock. We have stopped all late working
for now — nobody wants to be in the
office after dark’

The attack happened at 9.30pm
when a female architect was leaving the
practice offices. She was bundled back
into the office by two armed youths
who then ransacked the office.

‘The building is very secure, said
Taylor. ‘But alarms would not have
stopped this attack — it happened at a
vulnerable point’

She added that staff are now told that if
they do work late, they should have a taxi
meet them at the office. ‘We’re also consider-
ing putting a camera outside to monitor the
entrance, she said. Local residents were so
shaken by the attack that they called a meet-
ing this week to discuss security and design
improvements for the area.

Squire and Partners moved into the
King’s Cross area of London in December
(see page 38). One concern was security due

-

to the area’s reputation for crime. Director
Mark Way said: “We made a choice early on
that we would opt for a security guard on the
premises. Before we moved we also liaised
extensively with the local crime prevention
officer’

The practice made a decision to avoid the
‘steel shutter’ look of other local firms. The
offices are glass-fronted to showcase the
practice’s ideas on transparency in design,
but this also allows views of the desks full of
computers from the street.

‘After we moved in, there were a few
unsavoury types that seemed interested in
the office, said Way.

Squire and Partners’solution to security vs transparency

However, behind the glass there is a drop
into the lower level of the offices. ‘We do
have a bit of a moat, said Way. ‘If someone
thought about ramraiding us I think that
might put them off”

Many small practices cannot afford the
expense of a 24-hour security guard or to
design their own offices. King said there are
many simple methods of protection.

He insisted that the best defence is to
clearly and permanently mark all valuable
equipment with a company’s name, post-

code and street number. ‘A marked piece of
equipment tells a fence or bargain hunter
that this kit is nicked — if a villain can't sell it,
they won't nick it, added King.

There are more sophisticated defences.
These range from standard alarms and bars
on windows through to silent alarms linked
directly to the local police station and CCTV.
There is even a ‘smoke cloak’ alarm, which
floods an office with fumes from a vegetable-
based compound that leaves no residue. ‘The
intruder thinks the place is on fire, so they
get out as soon as possible, said King.

Clerkenwell crime prevention officer
Adam Lyndsey added that another impor-
tant defence is to lock computer
equipment to desks. “The combination
of locking down, an alarm and securing
all entrances to the building is vital and
effective, he said.

Selectamark is one of the perma-
nent marking systems recommended
by police and insurers.

Director of Selectamark Jim Brown
said: ‘It costs about £1 per item marked
overall. That includes many visibility
extras, like labels for the front of the
premises to make it clear to potential
thieves that it’s not worth entering. A
lot of this is about prevention through
high-visibility security’

Elspeth Clements, the RIBA vice-
president for small practices, added that it
was also imperative that practices ensure they
have information safely backed up in more
than one location and adequate insurance.

Brown said that companies that lost cus-
tomer data in a break-in were normally out
of business within two years. He added: ‘All
security is good value in the long run.

A list of security products recommended
by the police and insurers is available at
www.securedbydesign.com and from the
local crime prevention officer.

Inspiration can

now be found online

Qutstanding buildings, acclaimed architects and trusted products. Be inspired at

20 the architects’ journal
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PASSIVENT PRESENTS THE NATURAL VENTILATION
SOLUTIONS THE WORLD.HA_S-B_'E_EN WAITING FOR

Low energy natural ventilation is not just an ideal. Thanks to Passivent, it is now a thoroughly practical option - even

for larger commercial buildings.

At Passivent we are in the forefront of developments in the field, with intensive involvement in the EC-sponsored

NatVent™ Project, co-ordinated by the UK Building Research Establishment.
Among the benefits of natural ventilation identified by NatVent™ and offered by Passivent are:
Naturally ventilated buildings typically consume less than half the energy consumed in air-conditioned buildings.* TECHNICAL HOTLINE

Lawor epiel orosing wd molptonans cosh 01732 355519

Environmental gains, including a significant reduction in emissions of the greenhouse gas CO2 and an avoidance of

ozone-depleting refrigerants. p G S S I VE n t

Airscoop roof-mounted terminals and Aircool wall and window vents are just two of the superbly engineered
solutions in the Passivent range which can be used as stand-alone components or as part of an overall natural 2 Brot

ventilation strategy. Our technical team will be delighted to advise you.

Visit our website or send for full literature. You’ll find our ideas a breath of fresh, natural air. B P

*Source NatVent™ eﬂquiry 8 oncard A member of the Building Product Design Group
www.ajplus.co.uk/ajdirect




Planning: the
Green shoots
of recovery?

WHAT'S NEW ONTHEWEB?

aj+

The AJ's award-
winning website
is bristling with
new features,
Visitajplus.co.uk
now and you can:

Take alook around a series of
featured buildings, using your
computer mouse to do the
360° navigating.We've made it
easier to access them direct,
with a simplified URL, It's now
ajplus.co.uk/photos

editorial

The planning process is in desperate need of an
overhaul - butis the long-awaited Green Paper going to
help? On page 73, Brian Waters sets out ways the paper
aims to speed up and simplify the system,along with the
reservations from the Association of Consultant
Architects (ACA).Broadly supportive, the ACA's concerns
focus on operational issues and detail. More
fundamental criticism was voiced at this year’s annual
RIBA council club dinner by Theresa May, Shadow
Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and
the Regions. For May, the paper‘addresses the wrong
question’by asking how the system could be speeded
up,as opposed to‘how to restore integrity in the system
and hence people’s confidenceiniit’

May criticised the current‘adversarial’system whereby
residents become involved in the planning process at
the point where they attempt to block a development.
‘How much better, she argued, ‘if there was more
involvement of people up-front, so that discussions on
what was needed locally and how it could be provided
took place before decisions on a particular proposal.’ But
only a tiny minority becomes involved in knee-jerk‘'not-
in-my-backyard’ protest that currently passes for
pluralism.Time is precious,and most people have no
desire to expend energy on local planning issues, They
simply want to know that if they want to extend their
house the planning application will get a speedy
response,and that the bigger decisions are in safe hands.

This,in turn,is dependent on another of May’s (rather
more realistic) contentions - that local authority
planning departments ought to be better-equipped to
act efficiently and to make ‘proper judgements’about
‘quality issues’ It would take an increase in funding,and
a shiftin emphasis, to prioritise design expertise. But we
might just find that spurious - but politically expedient
- babble about community participation becomes
redundant, as the public becomes aware that planning
departments can be trusted to do their job.

Isabel Allen
The Green Paper is out for consultation until the 18 March.
Register your view on www.planning.dtir.gov.uk/consult/
greenpap/form.htm
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Sentimental Archigram
award is a mistake

This year’s RIBA Gold Medal
award to Archigram — a bunch
whose ‘influence’ (if any) waned
decades ago — was inspired by
sentiment and reflects poorly
upon the purpose of the award.

Archigram’s  ‘work’
almost as awful and two-dimen-
sional as The Beatles’ records
and mini-skirts of their time. It
is debatable whether the group
had any influence at all, which
would explain why nothing of
theirs was ever built — thankful-
ly. Ron Herron made one
notable contribution before his
untimely death — not, of course,
in the tradition of Archigram.

Those of us around at the
time who remember the drug
and alcohol induced rantings of
Archigram’s cast will privately
squeal in horror at the choice,
but publicly will grow misty-
eyed at our lost youth.

The travesty of this year’s
choice is that so many other
more deserving recipients were
passed by. But then the award is
only as competent as the jury!
Jon Ignatowicz, via e-mail

was

Concerns over designs
for modern buildings
Two things concern me about
many of the buildings you have
featured over the past year or so.
First, exposed steel is much
more widely used than it used to
be. Presumably it is now rela-
tively cheap. Much of this is wide
flat steel channels and angles
used horizontally. Your details
do not state if this steelwork is
galvanised, which must surely be

essential in these situations, but
even if it is, maintenance is still
necessary.

Those of us working decades
ago in public sector housing,
schools and hospitals could per-
haps be forgiven for expecting
that our buildings would receive
an occasional lick of paint, but
no one today should have any
such illusions.

My second concern is the
fashion for untreated external
boarding in oak or cedar. It is
suggested that use of these mate-
rials should be applauded
because they are ‘sustainable’. I
always thought that oak and
cedar trees were very slow grow-
ing — can regeneration really
keep up with demand? These
timbers are almost always used
in small panels without joints,
which must increase wastage
enormously.

Peter Randall, East Molesey,
Surrey

Everything but the girls
at Arup Associates

What a pretty array of coloured
shirts the 14 principals at Arup
Associates were sporting (A]
21.2,02). But surely something
was missing? No, not ties —
women. A cooperative and mul-
tidisciplinary environment? It
looks more like a boys’ club
to me.

Rachel Linnet, via e-mail

Is this men’s club really
genuinely cooperative?

For a company which prides
itself on having ‘a range of age
and  experience), it was
disappointing to see that Arup
Associates has limited its
resources to only one sex. If this
practice has a philosophy of
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providing opportunities  for
everyone, why is it made up
almost exclusively of white men?
It has been accepted for many
years now that women thrive ina
multidisciplinary environment,
so perhaps Arup could consider
widening its horizons. Having
said that, I hope that this office is
‘genuinely cooperative and non-
confrontational’ because it would
be a daunting task for a woman to
infiltrate this apparently old-
fashioned boys to men club.
Beth Kay and Claire Barton,
archaos

Why Annette Fisher will
be getting my vote

The most striking thing about
the photo of Arup Associates (A]
21.2.02) is not that 30 per cent of
them are bald but that 0 per cent
of them are women. Thank
heavens Annette Fisher is stand-
ing for the RIBA presidency.
John Sell, Faversham, Kent

Colourful article took
me right back to Peru
I have two confessions to make.

First, I have only this week
opened the Architects’ Journal of
11.10.01; this might suggest that
the front cover was less than
stimulating or alternatively that
Iam bored (in fact both apply).

Second, a far greater admis-
sion, is that shamefully for one
whose ramblings into law and
project management have never
managed to submerge a solid QS
background, I discovered archi-
tecture that caught my
imagination. I refer to the article
entitled ‘Colour Vision’

Tucked away between pages
34 and 43 are usages of colour
that transform simple interiors
and exteriors into eye-catching
and satisfying images. Colours
that 1 most recently saw,
with similar emotional arousal,
in Peru, dressing a former
monastery now converted into
a hotel.

The bright, vivid colours
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transformed a simple complex,
just as did Rietveld, Brinkman
and Van der Vlugt, Sauerbruch
Hutton and Gigon Guyer with
their examples in the article.
Disgraceful, of course, for a
QS to appreciate the work of

architects without even the
slightest thought of ‘cost’ but,
after all, paint is cheap.

John B Wilding, Manchester

Time for closer work
with health partners
The article by Mike Nightingale
(‘Health Practice, A] 14.2.02)
was a timely reminder about the
need to raise the profile of health
buildings in architectural educa-
tion. However, it is not just in
schools of architecture where we
should be looking at the design
of medical environments. We
should be encouraging a closer
dialogue between doctors and
architects at all levels.

Increasingly, there is greater
awareness of the interaction
between the health of the indi-
vidual and the environment in
which a person lives, and the
medical profession is adopting a
much more holistic approach
towards the treatment of
patients. Medical schools are
widening their curricula to
embrace modules in the arts and
humanities in the pre-clinical
years. The Centre for Arts and
Humanities in Health and Med-
icine (CAHHM), the research
group at Durham University, is
already providing such opportu-
nities at its new Medical
Campus at Stockton-on-Tees, as
are other medical schools.

The government accepts the
advantages of good design, and
the health service is such a large

10N FORUM AT

part of our economy (the NHS is
the largest business in Europe,
and employs one in 20 of the
working population in the UK)
that there are huge opportuni-
ties for the architectural and
medical professions to interact
more closely about the benefits
of good design. The sense of
well-being in a humane envi-
ronment has design and cost
benefits for society as a whole.
With the development of pri-
mary healthcare facilities a
major plank of Government
investment in the next few years,
there is an opportunity for
schools of architecture to take
the initiative, develop pro-
grammes with their medical
colleagues to examine the design
of health environments, and
encourage the next generation of
architects to look more closely at
the factors which give us a sense
of well-being.
Geoffrey Purves,
Newcastle upon Tyne

Memorial lettering is
quite out of keeping

I greatly appreciated the Memo-
rial Landscapes article (A]
31.1.02), having just returned
from a trip to Rome and
Bologna to visit a number of
similar projects there.

However, [ was surprised to
see on the cover photograph of
the new Metropolitan Police
Memorial Garden in Hendon
that the lettering on the large
commemorative  stone s
embossed rather than engraved.
Surely this is inappropriate?

WWW. AJPLUS.CO . UK

Memorial lettering, by tradition,
is carved or engraved, to sym-
bolise and express an absence.
The gold lettering here appears
grotesquely out of sympathy
with the mood of the garden,
though I understand from
Andrew Mead’s review that this
decision was not in the hands of
the landscape architects.

But it does raise the issue of
the quality of calligraphy and
inscription in all forms of mod-
ern design and architecture, a
subject at present receiving too
little attention.

Ken Worpole, London N4

Escape chutes would
add Archigram element
The main problem with tall
buildings is the essential use of
the express elevator.

The problem this creates
concerns safe evacuation in the
event of a fire or other crisis.

Perhaps the UK, like other
European countries, should
advocate the use of the Ingstrom
escape chute, a detail to turn any
inferno into an Archigram
delight, saving lives with its way-
out design.

Gunther Pelsi, Shoreditch

Autocad 2002 has us
puzzled and frustrated
After six weeks of trying we have
to ask: has any practice success-
fully upgraded to Autocad 2002?
If anyone has, how did they
do it? How long did it take and
how much did it cost? Was it
worth the effort? Would you do
it again?
Simon Bean, RIBA

Correction

The article on the RIBA draw-
ings collection (A] 21.2.02, p16)
should have read that the RA
will be making no further offers.
Funding for the Architecture for
All project is subject to an appli-
cation to the Heritage Lottery
Fund and a major fundraising
campaign will start in May.
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| do not like being dismissed
as another failed Modernist

Conventional wisdom suggests that anyone
being criticised publicly via the media is best
served by not responding. | usually observe
this rule but on this occasion | will break it.
Thisis not only unusual for that reason but
also because the criticlam referring to wrote
a letter in another publication whose name |
cannot bring myself to mention.

My critic’s subjectis my role in the
Aylesbury Estate debacle, where he suggests
that my‘conceptual and intuitive approach’to
architecture isill-suited to the ‘rigours’ of
housing design. | find this attitude all too
convenient. First, he suggests that concept
and intuition serve no purpose in this field,
and second, that housing requires a rigour
which perhaps other types of building do not.
Sadly, the housing sector in this country has
largely failed because there is no concept,
idea, sensitivity, desire orindividuality init. It
has been guided by an idea of the ‘market-led’
syndrome which is mistaken for public
agreement as the only logical outcome of
public consultation. As far as | can see, there
has been norigour applied to the process at all.

My critic also suggests that | have no
notable success in the field of housing. Thisis
true, because, until recently, no one has asked
me to design any, although as | write,lam
happy toreport that | have 225 homes under
construction in Groningen.| would remind
him that none of the architects for the Jubilee
Line extension had designed a tube station
before, but the result is a series of beautiful
stations. The Groningen housing is the result
of alengthy round of workshops,
consultation, shared bottles of wine and
discussion. | know very well the meaning of
the word compromise as well as its
advantages,namely ‘agreement’and
‘ownership’ My critic’s remarks are ill-
informed and partisan, although | cannot

wholly blame him if his opinion is formed by
only reading the publication in which his
letter is published.

My concern is that housing associations
have been given the responsibility to provide
and manage an enormous programme of
housing regeneration, and that to date, their
track record of useful consultation,
innovation, listening and celebration of
individuality is dire. They have little interestin
architects and even less in the users of the
homes they are providing. Yet they are
entrusted with huge budgets and will,in my
opinion, result in similar housing replacement
programmes in 30-40 years'time.

In the case of the Aylesbury Estate, the
housing association neverincluded any of my
work, either on masterplanning or house
design, in their package toresidents. Their
document was so thick that it would not fit
through letter boxes, and as a result was
largely unread. Alsop Architects was not
allowed by the housing association to carry
out meaningful public workshops.

I do not like being dismissed by my critic as
another failed Modernist who should simply
allow the ‘grown ups’to get on with the
serious work of housing. Consultation,
process, joy and delight are a bigger part of
our vocabulary than the majority of
architectural plodders who peddle their
wares on the mistaken slogan of responsibility.

In my brief windows of opportunity to talk
and work with the people at Aylesbury, |
discovered they wanted to make a unique
place that others would like to visit. They
wanted the chance to express their
individuality and have it reflected in
architecture and planning. | fear that Graham
Towers'attitude simply results in yet more
meaningful mediocrity.

WA, flight No BA 707, London to Vienna

‘M critic suggests | have no notable success

in the field of housing. This is true, because,

until recently, no one asked me to design any’
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Built of 70 per cent recycled materials and
generating 60 per cent of its own energy, the
Earth Centre’s new conference building
must be a deeper shade of green than any
comparable facility in the UK, so it comes as
no surprise to learn that its architect is Bill
Dunster. But behind every innovative
building lies equally committed and often
largely anonymous engineering: enter
structural engineer Mark Lovell, master of
materials and principal of MLDE.

‘He is one of the few UK structural
engineers who understands the challenge of
building sustainably. How many do you
know, asks Dunster, ‘who would get excited
about recycling a disused electricity pylon?’
The new centre may look familiar — earth-
sheltered, gabion walls, recycled timber, inter-
seasonal heat store, massive insulation — but
few things are what they seem. Take the
gabions. Now patented and marketed under
the name Trapion, they were developed with
Tinsley Wire and use half the material of
conventional counterparts. Filled with
crushed concrete from a disused mineworks
nearby, their green credentials are impeccable.

Lovell first worked with Dunster over a
decade ago on the multi-award-winning
David Mellor cutlery factory at Hathersage.
He was then a young associate partner at
Whitby and Bird, while Dunster was cutting
his teeth with Michael Hopkins. They have
collaborated regularly ever since, on
everything from office furniture to the vast
Tokyo Forum competition, in which they
were the only UK team to come close to
winning a prize.

‘Mark’s body clock runs 12 times faster
than anyone I know, says Dunster, ‘and he
has an energy level to match! Lovell’s
passion for engineering is infectious, and his
childhood is every Hollywood biopic-
maker’s dream. He grew up on Silverstone
racetrack and has vivid boyhood memories
of being taken for a spin by the likes of John
Surtees and Jack Brabham. It helped to give
him, he says, ‘a gut feeling for high
performance design’.

The track was close to a family timber
business dating back to the 16th century, and
to the even more venerable Lovell's Wood
recorded in the Domesday Book. It seems
only natural, therefore, that a 21st-century
Lovell should get as excited about medieval
barns as about floating five tonnes of
plywood on structural glass at Radiant
House in Milton Keynes’ FutureWorld. Or
that he enjoys detailing peg-jointed timber
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Mark Lovell, structural engineer of the Earth Centre’s new conference
building, did not have a conventional path to consultancy, and it is because of

this that he is able to bring ‘a wider sense of possibilities’ to new projects
by richard weston. photograph by stephen mornris

iINnventive thinkenr

roofs for listed buildings as much as
designing a gravity-defying bridge across the
A4 - one of only eight in the UK to be part-
funded by the Millennium Commission as a
link in the Sustrans national cycleway.

As with so many inventive thinkers,
Lovell's path into consultancy was
unconventional and gave him, he now feels,
‘a wider sense of the possibilities and
practicalities of technology transfer’ After
leaving school, he signed up for a traditional
apprenticeship in the aeronautical industry,
acquiring the kind of practical, hands-on
experience that is rare among consultants.
Then came a spell designing silos and
mastering pressed metal while being
sponsored through Salford University, and
after that, experience of designing cranes.

After seven enjoyable years learning his
trade as a consultant at Whitby and Bird —
which he looks back on as ‘probably the
liveliest young practice in Britain at the time’
— Lovell left to run an office as a regional
director with Oscar Faber. Highlights
included the Greenock Waterfront leisure
centre with FaulknerBrowns — now the
second most popular tourist attraction in
Scotland and instantly recognisable thanks
to its colonnade of precast concrete columns
shaped like giant elephant tusks — and a
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sadly unrealised 250m long by 17m high
glass wall designed with Fosters for
Glasgow’s Kelvingrove Park.

In 1996 he decided to go it alone and
opened MLDE in Devizes. He runs the office
with his wife, Sandra, whom he met while at
Whitby and Bird. She was a researcher with
the Rykwert-Tavernor Alberti Group which,
in one of its forays into design, was the only
British finalist on the infamous Innsbruck
ski-jump competition — won by a raincoat
rather than a roof!

MLDE’s workload includes the expected
range of projects with architects, but also a
significant number working directly for local
authorities and private clients — anything
from bridges to underground swimming
pools. Lovell relishes the challenge of
collaborating with manufacturers to tune
materials — as near to genetic engineering as
building gets. For a Philips semi-conductor
plant, for example, he developed a rapid-
strength-gain concrete which, at 159N/mm’,
he believes is the strongest conventionally
cast material in Britain.

Not  surprisingly, given  Lovell’s
background, MLDE undertakes many
commissions directly for builders and sub-
contractors. ‘His practical understanding of
all levels of the industry makes him more

capable of innovating without risk than many
larger, more academically based practices,
suggests Dunster, and Lovell’s talents often
lurk unacknowledged behind familiar names.
Working to the architects’ performance
specifications, for example, both Will Alsop’s
trademark pods at Peckham Library and the
deceptively simple ply-skinned, styrofoam-
cored panels of Nigel Coates’ Ideal Home
‘Oyster House’ were developed for Cowley
Structural Timberworks.

Designing cranes taught Lovell the
potential of inexpensive hydraulic rams to
move massive loads, and he admits to an
unfulfilled longing to work on buildings
with large moving parts. He came close with
a 26m wide by 14m high disappearing glass
wall for the Falklands Memorial Chapel,
designed with Bere Associates, but they just
missed first prize.

‘The Pompidou Centre was supposed to
have a large moving floor, says Lovell, ‘and I
am convinced that in an increasingly
crowded world, we need to emulate the spirit
of traditional Japanese houses and
transform spaces to enable them to be used
for more of the time and in more varied
ways. From concrete-filled gabions to hi-
tech moveable floors, Lovell’s restlessly
inventive work spans the green spectrum.
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Are our tall buildings simply going
to hecome uninsurable?

Long ago, at a City Forum meeting last autumn,
chastened by the recent destruction of the World
Trade Centre,a gathering of the great and the good
met to decide what effect the event would have on
the future of tall buildings. After some learned pre-
sentations and a discussion, the participants
decided that no conclusion could be reached
beyond the fact that two diametrically opposed
opinions held sway. Half the participants were
inclined to support the prediction of former City
planning chairman Michael Cas-
sidy who, while admitting there
had been a severe shock to the
property sector in the City, felt
that after a few weeks, the whole
thing would be forgotten and
the restless call for tall buildings
would resume as strongly
as before.

The other half of the partici-
pants supported the gloomier
view of military historian Sir John
Keegan, who argued that when
the shock waves had subsided
it would become clear that
the events of 11 September
had passed a long-term death
sentence upon skyscrapers
everywhere. And not only sky-
scrapers but, in the specific case
of London, the riparian buildings
along the Thames which were as
good a targetin 2001 as they had
proved to be in the Blitz of 1940.

Cassidy, the optimist in this
contest, disagreed. He based his point of view on
the short-lived effect of the two IRA bombs that
exploded in the City in the 1990s.The occupants of
the NatWest tower (which was damaged by both
bombs), had been alarmed for only a short time. In
the days immediately after the explosions, he
noted, they had been nervous, especially when on
the upper floors. But within a month or two, things
were back to normal and, when the building was
refurbished and let shortly afterwards, there had
been no shortage of tenants.

Keegan, the pessimist, conceded this point but
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‘There has been
a return of
enthusiasm for
high-rise office
buildings with
15to 20
proposals for
towers current
In central
London alone’

went on to compare the scale of damage in each
event, with neither City bomb approaching the
scale of the damage or the death toll of 11 Septem-
ber. This, he said, would have its greatest long-term
effect in the form of insurance claims.Tall buildings,
he insisted, were now by definition more promi-
nent and more at risk than anonymous
low-rise structures. If there were more suicide
attacks, not only would nobody be prepared to
work in tall buildings, but they would simply
become uninsurable.

Today, nearly six months after
that meeting, it is interesting to
look at how the two predictions
have fared.Up to the time of writ-
ing, there have been no more
terrorist outrages on the scale of
the World Trade Centre, which
must have gratified both parties.
At the same time, there has been
a return of enthusiasm for high-
rise office buildings with 15 to 20
proposals for towers current in
central London alone,and others
proposed for provincial cities,
which would tend to suggest
that Michael Cassidy’s short
memory theory had merit. On
the other hand, an opposing fac-
tor has also born out Keegan's
prediction.

Widening the net to include
projects in the EC, Asia and the
US, there is evidence of a grow-
ing insurance problem for
high-rise buildings, just as Keegan foresaw. Broadly
speaking, since 11 September anti-terrorist insur-
ance has no longer been a part of property
insurance but a risk subject to reinsurance that has
to be negotiated separately. This process is already
threatening the value of some famous buildings in
the US and in other countries. A notable case in
point is the sale of Helmut Jahn's Frankfurt Messe-
turm, the second tallest building in Germany, which
was held up for months before an exceedingly high
premium policy was negotiated with a specially
formed consortium of reinsurers.

a life in
architecture

derek
fowlds

‘There are lots of buildings | like,
but there are two which make my
heart beat faster every time | see
them.' Heartbeat actor Derek
Fowlds is talking about the Statue
of Liberty and the Sydney Opera
House (pictured).

Ever since going to Americain
1963, Fowlds has loved everything
about the Statue of Liberty: ‘The
face, what it stands for (especially
sincethe events of 11 September),
the factthat it represents freedom
for refugees coming into the
States. It's the first thing they see.
I've looked at it from the ferry and
I've climbed right to the top. It’s
wonderful.

Fowlds has worked in Sydney on
three occasions and each time he
visits the city, he gets excited by
‘the opera house and its setting -
the harbour with that wonderful
bridge. It came in for a lot of
criticism at the time but it
was innovative’

One place that Fowlds has not
played in is Sir Denys Lasdun’s
National Theatre in London. ‘I hate
modern theatres that look like
Asda supermarkets or Forte
canteens - they can keep them.
The National Theatreisan
exception.’

But he quickly goes back to the
buildings he likes: ‘Il made my
debutin 1961 at Wyndham's
Theatre in London,and recently
I've been at the Theatre Royal
in Nottingham.Both lovely
theatres.|’'ve done so much
television but it’s good getting
back to live theatre.l love the
Heartbeat team, but | hope to
tread the boards again before|
keel over.

Eleanor Allen
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The right move

Squire and Partners’ new King'’s Cross office is
the embodiment of comfort and openness, with a
sense of well-being pervading the workplace




site plan

A three-bay width of
the existing floor
slab has been
completely removed
to allow natural light
into the lower

ground floor level
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Squire and Partners’ move late last year from
Cromwell Place, just across the road from
South Kensington station, to Wicklow Street,
a short walk from King’s Cross, was
potentially traumatic for its 80-plus staff. The
Kensington office had housed the practice in
an agreeable location, whereas some regarded
King’s Cross with trepidation. However, a
couple of months on, the consensus is that
the partners took the right decision — work-
ing conditions have been transformed.

When the practice first moved into
Cromwell Place its headcount was about 20.
By last year, the offices were feeling
distinctly cramped. Moreover, the vertical
layout of the building made communication
and interaction difficult, while staff facilities
were relatively poor. So the search for new
premises was launched. As Marcie Lar-
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izadeh, the associate who ran the Wicklow
Street project, recalls: ‘We looked at another
building just down the street — it was more
attractive but it became clear that the poten-
tial here was far greater.

The building to which Squire and Part-
ners relocated is, on one level, profoundly
ordinary —a 1930s brick-clad factory just off
the Gray’s Inn Road, a five-minute walk
from King’s Cross station. The upper floors
of this composite, steel and concrete-framed
structure had already been converted — not
very elegantly — into flats by Paddington
Churches Housing Association, but the lat-
ter body had no use for the ground floor
while the basement level, with relatively low
head height and no natural light, scemed
suitable for little else other than as car park.
(It still contained the truncated remains of

an access ramp.) Larizadeh recalls the initial
inspection of the building as a daunting
experience — services, including soil pipes
for the flats, had been run through the lower
floors and would have to be relocated. It was
subsequently discovered that a tributary of
the Fleet River ran close to the basement.
‘What