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INTRODUCTION

THE GREAT DEMAND FOR THE Architects’ Working Details series of volumes (the
previous volumes, numbers 1 and 2, are now in their fourth and third impressions
respectively) has encouraged editor and publisher to follow on immediately with the
publication of this third volume.

The aims and purposes of this series have already been explained in the Introductions
to the two previous volumes; it is, therefore, sufficient to say that the intention is to
create an accumulating and up-to-date reference library of useful working details, and
thereby to provide what, at present, is lacking in architecture—a means whereby
architects can exchange information to their mutual benefit.

The majority of the Details in this present volume were originally published in
The Architects’ Journal during 1954, whilst a few were published in 1953, and a few
in 1955. When a Detail is published in The Architects’ Journal, the building in
question is one which has been completed within about the previous six months. It
is not, at the moment, practicable to attach an exact date to every building, and the
Details have not, of course, been chosen because of their ‘ fashionable’ value as
depicting the latest tricks in design. They have been chosen because they contain
information of lasting value in this little-recorded and rapidly expanding aspect of
architectural practice. The present Details are grouped under the same headings as in
Volumes 1 and 2, except that no staircases are included. More drawings under that
heading will be re-introduced into the next volume.

It remains to thank, once again, the architects who have given permission for their
designs to be illustrated, and who are listed on pages 6, 7 and 8. Acknowledgment is
also due to the draughtsmen responsible and, in particular, to H. N. Hoskins and
Lance Wright who were in charge of The Architects’ Journal drawing-office at the time
the drawings were executed,
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architects
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Connecting bridge: Hospital in London, S.W.12. DEVEREUX and DAVIES, architects
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and C. S. MARDALL in association with F. W. B. YORKE and H. M. BARKER, architects

Canopy over main entrance: Offices in London, S.E.l. JOHN LACEY, architect: C. F.
TIMOTHY (associate architect)

Passenger bridge: London Airport. FREDERICK GIBBERD, architect

Heating
Fuel store: House at Otham. BRIAN PEAKE, architect

Convector cover panels: Offices in London, S.E.I. JOHN LACEY, architect; cC. F.
TIMOTHY (associate architect)
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architects
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Lighting

Lighting in General Office: Showrooms in London, W.1. DENNIS LENNON, architect

Two lamp standards: School at Redditch and Hospital in London. Redditch: RICHARD
SHEPPARD AND PARTNERS, architects. London: EASTON AND ROBERTSON, architects

Lamp Standard at School at Coningsby, Lincolnshire; DENIS CLARKE HALL, architect.
Clock in Park at Leamington Spa; DENYS HINTON, architect

Furniture and Fittings

Wall fitment: Bank in London, E.C.3. WESTWOOD, SONS AND HARRISON, architects;
JAMES A. CRABTREE (assistant architect)

Display wall: Shop at Atlanta. KETCHUM, GINA AND SHARP, architects

Flower box: Australia House, London, W.C.2. WESTWOOD, SONS AND HARRISON,
architects; GILBERT CHAPMAN (assistant architect)

Cupboard: Showroom in London, W.l. MICHAEL RACHLIS, architect

Settee: Exhibition at Offices in London, S.W.1. F. M. GROSS, designer

Seat: Undergraduates’ Guild, University of Liverpool. ERNEST RACE, designer
Typist’s desk: Research Laboratory, University of Liverpool. G. C. GARDINER, designer
Reception desk: Exhibition at Offices in London, S.W.1. F. M. GROSS, designer

Cash desk: Shop in London, W.2. A. V. PILLEY, architect

Reception counter: Travel Agency in London, W.1. DENNIS LENNON, architect

Fume cupboards: Research laboratories in London, W.12. PROFESSOR BASIL WARD of
RAMSEY, MURRAY AND WHITE, architect: J. R. HUDSON (assistant architect)

Fume cupboard: Research laboratories at Welwyn Garden City. K. E. AMOS, designer
Telephone booth: Hospital in London, S.W.12. DEVEREUX AND DAVIES, architects

Telephone table: Offices in London, S.E.1. JOHN LACEY, architect; C. F. TIMOTHY
(associate architect)

Demountable orchestra platform: Royal Festival Hall. GORDON sYMONDSON, designer,
in collaboration with 5. L. MARTIN (architect to the London County Council)

Lectern: Church Hall at Stevenage New Town. D. STIRLING CRAIG, designer
Display unit: Shop in Canterbury. ROBERT PAINE AND PARTNERS, architects

Bracket for Television set: Flat in London, N.W.8. HIGGINS AND NEY AND PARTNERS,
architects

Servery hatch: School at Coningsby, Lincolnshire. DENIS CLARKE HALL, architect



WINDOWS

WINDOW WALL : HOUSE AT OTHAM
DESIGNED BY BRIAN PEAKE

The timber roof is carried on coupled T-in. by 2-in.
Jjoists which span between the 5-in. by 3-in.
hardwood posts. These stand in lead shoes which
are bedded in the screed. The large windows are
double glazed and one only slides open. This

rides on eight pulley blocks, grouped in pairs,

built into the bottom stile and run in a rubber-

surfaced track let into the floor.
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WINDOWS

WINDOW WALL : SCHOOL AT OLDBURY, WORCESTER

DESIGNED BY F. R. S. YORKE, E. ROSENBERG AND C. S. MARDALL IN ASSOCIATION WITH
F. W. B. YORKE AND H. M. BARKER

The chief interest in this detail centres around the hardwood sun-baffle and in the
flashing which was required at the point of junction of its supporting bracket with
the stanchion. The precast concrete slabs which comprise the cladding are attached

direct to the stanchions at points which do not appear on the drawings.
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WINDOWS

WINDOWS IN CONFERENCE ROOM : RESEARCH LABORATORIES AT WELWYN GARDEN CITY
DESIGNED BY E. D. JEFFERISS MATHEWS

The sloping baffle directs smoke and used air,

rising in the centre of the room, outward to the
louvres. Should natural ventilation prove
insufficient, allowance has been made for the
fitting of an extract fan.
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WINDOWS

WINDOWS IN LOUNGE : HOSPITAL IN LONDON, 8.W.12
DESIGNED BY DEVEREUX AND DAVIES

The roofing of the projecting bays is 2-in. cork-cored aluminium-faced slabbing, the
vertical waves being preformed in the factory. The forward edge is also waved on
plan, the waved contour being cut on the site. The fascia is an aluminium 1-section,
secured to the slab top and bottom with pop rivets, while the forward edge of the
roofing is sealed by an extruded aluminium bead riveted to the top flange of the

Jascia.
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WINDOWS

WINDOW : SCHOOL AT FORD, SALOP
DESIGNED BY C. H. SIMMONS

The plywood facings to the lintel and jambs are
sel in mastic and painted, The opening lights are
centrally hung on adjustable friction pivots and
are of varnished mahogany. The upper lights are
glazed with laminated glass to reduce glare and

heat loss.
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BAY WINDOW : HOUSE AT WELWYN GARDEN CITY
DESIGNED BY J. A. GODFREY

The inner glazing is secured by wood beads (screwed to the frame and bedded in
wash leather) to allow access for cleaning. The portion of wood framing exposed
in the cavity between the inner and outer sheets of glass has been painted to reduce

the risk of moisture from the timber forming condensation in the cavity, The main

framing is painted Siberian pine and the mullions are tapered in section to reduce

the contrast in brightness with the outside light. The skirting is a heating unit.
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WINDOWS

BAY WINDOWS : HOUSE IN LONDON, N.W.3
DESIGNED BY ARCHITECTS' CO-PARTNERSHIP

New windows have been fitted in two floors of a three-storey Victorian bay. R.c.
in-situ beams, cranked to the shape of the bay, have been inserted at first and second
floor levels, and are supported at the outside angles of the bay by 3-in. diameter

mild steel tubes. The sash windows are hung in spring balances.
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WINDOWS

WINDOWS : SCHOOL AT HATFIELD NEW TOWN

DESIGNED BY ARCHITECTS' CO-PARTNERSHIP IN ASSOCIATION WITH C. H. ASLIN (architect to the Hertfordshire
County Council)

The window frames are of light aluminium alloy, natural finish, and of a type

hitherto associated with the motor industry. Impregnated felt pads are fitted in

grooves in the sliding sashes which, in the top and bottom sections, hold the
windows on the aluminium runners and, in the edge sections, serve to make a

waterproof joint with the outer frame when the window is closed.
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WINDOWS

OBSERVATION WINDOW, AUDIOMETRY ROOM : HOSPITAL IN LONDON, WC.1
DESIGNED BY EASTON AND ROBERTSON

This observation window forms part of the heavily
sound-insulated construction of the audiometry
room. As the room is for testing the hearing of
children, the inner window (i.e. that farthest from
the camera) is built up from two sheets of glass with
a transparent silvered surface between, so arranged
that observers can watch the children without

being seen by them.
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WINDOWS

WINDOW AND DOOR, AUDIOMETRY ROOM : HOSPITAL IN LONDON, W.C1
DESIGNED BY EASTON AND ROBERTSON

The window and door to the audiometry room are
both of double construction. Each door panel
consists of two skins of acoustic board with slag

wool between, veneered on the outer side of the

door with teak.
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WINDOWS

SHOPFRONT : DEPARTMENT STORE IN BROADGATE, COVENTRY
DESIGNED BY ROLF HELLBERG AND MAURICE HARRIS; P. BEARD AND M. JARRETT (assistant architects)

The essential idea behind the design of this non-reflecting

display window ( for which a patent has been applied for by the
designer) is to slope the different planes of glass in such a way
that, for viewers in the street, there are no reflecting surfaces to
disturb vision. This is achieved mainly by tilting the section of
the glass which is at eye level so that the light is reflected at an
angle which strikes the light-absorbing surface of the canopy soffit.
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WINDOWS

SHOPFRONT : RESTAURANT IN LONDON, W.1
DESIGNED BY JAMES A. CRABTREE

The external parts of the doors and frames, with
the lettering, are finished with pigmented cellulose,
the remainder of the exterior being sprayed with

clear cellulose. The grilles at the head of the

piers are the outlets of ventilation ducts which

lead from the basement.
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DOORS

EMERGENCY EXIT : COMMUNITY HALL HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, NEW TOWN
DESIGNED BY H. K. ABLETT (chief architect, Hemel Hempstead Development Corporation); M. HARDSTA FF (assistant architect)

The exit sign is lit by a lamp fixed at the back of the panel. This lamp, invisible
externally, shines through the thickness of the Perspex sheet. Since Perspex bends
light rays, these are turned downwards within the thickness of the material and

illuminate the lettering cut in the surface. The letters are in green in place of the

usual red since an exit should denote * safety’ rather than * danger.’
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DOORS

SOUNDPROOF DOOR : OFFICES IN LONDON, SE.1
DESIGNED BY MATTHEWS AND SON

The door is fixed in a small office building which
immediately abuts one of the arches of a railway
bridge and is therefore designed as one element in
a continuous insulated skin. The projecting tubes

in the ceiling form part of the ventilation system
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LIFT DOOR : FLATS AT RICHMOND
DESIGNED BY ER LYONS

The door and surround are of blockboard, the
door and the left-hand jamb being veneered with
sapele, the right-hand jamb painted and the fascia
Jaced with patterned aluminium, brass-anodised.
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DOORS TO ASSEMBLY HALL : SCHOOL AT CRANFORD
DESIGNED BY DENIS CLARKE HALL IN ASSOCIATION WITH C. G. STILLMAN (architect : Middlesex County Council)

The double swing doors are incorporated in a sliding panel which forms part of the
wall separating the Assembly Hall from the main circulation area. Since the swing
door gear requires that the bottom track be sunk to a lower depth than usual a wood
filler has been supplied (shown on the right of the photograph) which can be lifted

into the groove in the floor when the door is pushed aside.
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DOOR TO LIBRARY DISPLAY ROOM : SCHOOL AT ECCLESFIELD COLLEY
BASIL SPENCE AND PARTNERS IN COLLABORATION WITH HUBERT BENNETT (architect to the West Riding)

The door handle is in mahogany, french-polished,
and all visible metal parts of the door are finished

in satin chrome.
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HANGAR DOORS : AIRCRAFT BUILDINGS AT HATFIELD
DESIGNED BY JAMES M. MONRO AND SON

The aluminium alloy doors are designed to present a corrugated face on plan when

closed, to give additional strength against wind pressure. Power for opening and
closing them is given by two 3-h.p. motor units within the two meeting stiles
(described as * power mullions *). Sheaves at the head and foot of these stiles open
and close the doors by easing them along a stationary cable. Each separate leaf of
the door is hinged to a * sliding upright® which transfers the weight to the supporting
structure. Hinges are sealed when the doors are closed by rubber extrusions, and
rubber aprons exclude draughts at the head and foot, while the doors themselves are
packed with brass wool for insulation. A glazed stoneware channel runs beneath

the bottom rails to keep the threshold free of moisture.
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WALLS AND PARTITIONS

PRECAST CONCRETE CLADDING : SCHOOL AT REDDITCH
DESIGNED BY RICHARD SHEPPARD AND PARTNERS

Each precast concrete panel is secured to the beams by four fixing bars which are
bent in situ, the lower pair being grouted into pre-formed holes in the beams, the
upper pair being bent over a steel channel. Horizontal joints between panels are
covered with a copper flashing. To protect the cladding against movement in the
structural frame, the horizontal joints between panels and the vertical joints on the
column centres, and against the brickwork, are formed in mastic, the remaining
Jjoints being cemented.
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WALLS AND PARTITIONS

GABLE WALL : HOUSES AT HATFIELD NEW TOWN
DESIGNED BY LIONEL BRETT AND KENNETH BOYD

Where the cedar boarding abuts the party wall a firebreak is provided in the form
of an asbestos channel section. Both the bathroom and the w.c. front onto this
fagade, the plumbing being accommodated within. The small holes above the

windows give permanent ventilation to these rooms.
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WALLS AND PARTITIONS

TILE HUNG WALL PANELS : FLATS AT RICHMOND
DESIGNED BY ERIC LYONS

The panel wall behind the tile hanging is of timber
Sframing with clinker block and woodwool infill.
The picture-frame window is a standard heavy-
section casement.
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WALLS AND PARTITIONS

LIFT ENCLOSURE : OFFICES IN LONDON, S.E1
DESIGNED BY JOHN LACEY ; C. F. TIMOTHY (associate architect) ; F. J. SAMUELY (consulting engineer)

The lift enclosure is contained within a welded steel frame, the main vertical

members of which are % in. angles. Subsidiary members are } in. channels except

for the horizontal band at each floor level, which is a box-section built up of two

% in. angles welded along their edges. A third angle is added on the door side to

support the threshold. The glazing is held by mild steel beads screwed to 1} in. X
% in. X % in. steel T-sections screwed to the main structure.
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