


Registron from Armstrong. When the grid becomes part of the
pattern, the lay-in ceiling appears truly monolithic.

The high-class look says it can't be a mod-
erate-cost lay-in ceiling. But it is. Because
we've now produced a family of 2’ x 4" min-
eral-fiber panels that disguise the special
low-gloss grid by making it part of the sur-
face pattern. So what you see is not the indi-
vidual panels but a ceiling whose geometry
provides a sweep of uninterrupted design.

The new members of the Registron family
are known as Textured Squares (above), Grid
Shapes, and Circles 'n Squares (below). All,

of course, are acoustically efficient. And all
are made by a newly developed manufactur-
ing technique that not only carefully regis-
ters the embossed design but also conceals
the acoustical perforations in the textured
surface areas.

Registron from Armstrong. A neat job of
camouflage that turns the ordinary lay-in
ceiling into an extraordinary monolithic
beauty. To learn more, write Armstrong,
4204 Sage St., Lancaster, Pa. 17604.
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Upgrading
downtown.

Now available, a total system for
reducing clutter and confusion in down-
town commercial areas—Crouse-Hinds
METRO MODULES System One.

It’'s the first completely integrated
system for vehicle and pedestrian
traffic control. Components include
architecturally styled streetlights,
traffic-control signals, signage and
graphic panels, litter containers, bus
shelters, and more.

The METRO MODULES system
organizes these components into a
crisp, clean appearance that empha-
sizes both function and flexibility.
Clean modular units—not a maze of
unsightly posts, poles, signs, and
hardware.

By teaming up these and other
components, you can mix and match
a complete vehicle and pedestrian
lighting/traffic-control system to
meet the most varying and demand-
ing site requirements.

We are the sole manufacturer (not
simply the supplier) of all compo-
nents. Specify METRO MODULES
and you specify the total system,
manufactured by a single source
—Crouse-Hinds.

For a product brochure and
application assistance, contact
Mgr., Architectural Systems,
Crouse-Hinds Company,
Lighting Products Division,
Syracuse, N.Y. 13201.

(315) 477-8119.

S
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May 2-3: Institute on design of docks and
marinas, University of Wisconsin, Madison.
May 3-4: Energy Management in Build-
ings Seminar, Washington, D.C., spon-
sored by New York University, school of
continuing education (repeat seminars:
June 14-15, Boston; June 20-21, Denver).
Contact: New York Conference Manage-
ment Center, 360 Lexington Ave., New
York, N.Y. 10017.

May 5: Technical Standards in Products
Liability Litigation Symposium, Toronto.
Contact: American Society for Testing
and Materials, 1916 Race St., Philadel-
phia, Pa. 19103.

May 5-6: Hospital Interior Space Design
Institute, Chicago. Contact: American
Hospital Association, 840 N. Lake Shore
Drive, Chicago, Ill. 60611.

May 9-12: American Society of Mechani-
cal Engineers design enginering confer-
ence and design engineering show, Mc-
Cormick Place, Chicago. Contact: Clapp
& Poliak, Inc., 245 Park Ave., New York,
N.Y. 10017.

May 10-12: Boston Society of Architects,
seminar on Building Technologies 1977,
Horticultural Hall, Boston.

May 11-13: Annual national engineering
conference, sponsored by the American
Institute of Steel Construction, Hyatt-
Regency Hotel, Washington, D.C. Con-
tact: AISC, 1221 Avenue of the Americas,
New York, N.Y. 10020.

May 16-18: Conference on land use, Citi-
zen’s Council for Land Use Research and
Education, School of Natural Resources,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

May 17-18: Institute on deterioration and
restoration of concrete, University of
Wisconsin, Madison.

May 17-19: International Colloquium on
Stability of Structures, Washington, D.C.
Contact: Structural Stability Research
Council, Fritz Engineering Laboratory

# 13, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pa.
18015.

May 23-25: American Society of Value
Engineers international conference, Hyatt
Regency Hotel, Dearborn, Mich. Contact:
ASVE, 29551 Greenfield Road, Suite
210, Southfield, Mich. 48076.

May 27-29: Aspen Energy Forum, Aspen
Institute, Aspen, Colo. Contact: Roaring
Fork-Resource Center, P.O. Box 9950,
Aspen, Colo. 81611.

May 29-June 3: Joint annual conference
of Building Officials and Code Adminis-
trators International and Canadian Build-
ing Officials Association, Sheraton Centre
Hotel, Toronto. Contact: Joan Parker,
BOCA International, 1313 E. 60th St.,
Chicago, Ill. 60637.

May 31: Submissions deadline, awards
program for buildings in the U.S. framed
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with domestically produced and fabricated
steel, completed during 1975 and 1976.
Contact: American Institute of Steel
Construction, 1221 Avenue of the
Americas, New York N.Y. 10020.

May 30-June 11: Video Seminar on the
Design Science of Buckminster Fuller,
Philadelphia. Contact: Fuller Archives,
3500 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19104.
June 5-9: ATA annual convention, San
Diego (reconvened convention and study
mission to Guatemala and the Yucatan
and Cancun, Mexico, June 9-19).

June 5-9: Architectural Secretaries Asso-
ciation annual convention, U.S. Grant
Hotel, San Diego. Contact: Marjanne
Pearson, Robinson & Mills, 1005
Sansome St., San Francisco, Calif. 94111.
June 12-19: International Design Confer-
ence, Aspen, Colo. (Reservations by mail
only.) Contact: Mary Apple, IDCA, P.O.
Box 664, Aspen, Colo. 81611.

June 15: Entry fee deadline, architectural
exhibit at 1977 National Interfaith Con-
ference. Contact: 1977 Interfaith Confer-
ence, ¢/o Guild for Religious Architec-
ture, 1777 Church St. N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20036.

June 25-July 3: Seminar on Urbanism and
Ecology, Copenhagen, Denmark. Contact:
Danish Institute, Kultorvet 2, 1175
Copenhagen K, Denmark.

July 31: Entries deadline, Shinkenchiku
Residential Design Competition. Contact:
Editorial Section, Japan Architect, 31-2,
Yushima 2-chome, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo
113, Japan.

EEEHERS

The Gropius House: I thoroughly enjoyed
Nevin Summers’ analysis of the Gropius
house in Lincoln, Mass., in the Feb. issue,
not only because the house has so many
important lessons for architecture today,
but also because it recalled events and
discussions that were of deepest impor-
tance to me and whose effect has been
present in my thinking for these past
40 years.

The description of the reasoning behind
the architectural decisions is not the ex

post facto rationalization that critics often

impose on buildings that may have been
designed for quite different reasons.
They reflect accurately what actually
took place (as recalled by a student and
then-employee of Gropius and Breuer
during that period).

When Gropius got his land and began
thinking of the house he would build, he
brought the problem in to his Masters’
studio at Harvard as a project for study.
Every-aspect of residential design was
considered as an entirely fresh subject—
What is the nature of stud construction?
How does one achieve the kinds of open-

ings the new glass technology permitted?
What about sun movement (we could
draw sun diagrams in our sleep) and pre-
vailing winds? How about trees? And the
quality of living? (Suspended on the steel
frame beyond the screened porch, Gropius
had installed a bird feeder designed as
thoughtfully, thoroughly and originally
for the birds’ needs as the house was for
the Gropius’.)

I had the good fortune to work for
Gropius and Breuer afterwards, while this
and their other early houses were being
developed, and I can still recall their con-
stant concern for these problems.

Aside from these reminiscences, how-
ever, the house—and the article—have
enormous importance in today’s architec-
tural reevaluations. First, they begin to
correct the widely circulated misinforma-
tion that the appearance of the buildings
of the *30s resulted from a style with a
preconceived esthetic. In fact, the form
results from a complex analytical approach
that included building performance, satis-
faction of user’s needs (including physical,
psychological and esthetic), careful study
of siteand environmental demands, and con-
cern for the potentialities and limitations
of the building systems and materials used.

Second, they direct us to a way out of
the dilemma of the faceless building and
the uninformative environment. Life is
sufficiently complex not to require a super-
imposed complication to stimulate visual
interest. Gropius’ house suggests that if
we understand both the unity and diversity
within a building problem and design to
recognize both, we are dealing with ele-
ments that have a wide capability for
differentiation.

Third, they demonstrate beautifully
that energy considerations in design are
not add-ons, but are intimately and essen-
tially tied into the design process.

Richard G. Stein, FAIA
New York City

See p. 42 for elaboration on Stein’s ideas
for energy conservation.—Ed.

Recertification: I would like to challenge
two points made in the article entitled
“Task Force Report Examines the Issues
of Recertification and Professional Devel-
opment” in the November ’76 issue. The
first statement is that “it is no longer
reasonable to assume that a person once
licensed is forever competent” and the
second is the unbalanced values placed
on the various aspects of continuing edu-
cation if recertification is inevitable.
Practicing architects and engineers are
the only professionals whose work has to
pass the rigorous examination, qualifica-
tion and approval of government regula-
tory agencies. In California, every com-
mission undertaken by an architect has to
continued on page 85




Robin Hood Dell West, Philadelphia, Pa. ¢ Architects: John H. MacFadyen and Alfredo De Vido, New York ¢ Associate Architect:
1. Demchick, Philadelphia, Pa. « Roofing Contractor: Warren-Ehret-Linck, Philadelphia, Pa.

TCS...THE LOGIC OF ITS USE

Rarely if ever has metal roofing been employed with more stunning visual impact
than on Robin Hood Dell West, the Philadelphia Orchestra’s new summer home,
which will also serve as a creative center for other groups in the performing arts.

In specifying over 80,000 square feet of TCS (Terne-Coated Stainless Steel) on this
exciting structure, the architects were primarily influenced by several practical as
well as aesthetic considerations. Among them was the material’s unsurpassed
durability which is measured in generations rather than years. They were also
aware that TCS weathers naturally to a uniform and attractive warm gray; that,
properly installed, it will never need maintenance; and that it is highly resistant to
even the most severe corrosive attack.
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Relining your old concrete
pool makes sense with the
Chester Pool System
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Ellenberger Park, Indianapolis MW Inc., Architects-Engivnveers

The Chester Pool System provides a permanent, low-maintenance solution
for problem pools requiring annual repair . . . usually at a substantially lower
cost compared to new construction. No more patching. No more water loss
— a new pool for the old. [] The Chester self-supporting structural alumi-
num side-wall contains all perimeter piping which simplifies and speeds
construction, and greatly reduces future repair problems. The all-aluminum
welded floor is designed to compensate for contraction, expansion, and
v shear movement without cracking. Existing filtration plant and piping be-

N es . tween filter and pool can be used if their condition permits, adding further
Cross-section of side-wall, circulation system  to the economy. [_] And Chester Pool Systems are warranted. Over twenty
years experience in building and relining pools has proven Chester performance. All relined pools carry
the same warranty as original Chester-built pools — warranted not to crack, leak, or corrode for five years.

Write today for full details, or call 513/424-5341.
CHESTER PRODUCTS, INC., 1300 LaFayette Avenue, Middletown, Ohio 45042.
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WE STILL MAKE THEM THE WAY WE
USED TO. BY HAND.

Today’s architects still call on the same masonry design has demanded parallel innovations to execute
craft skills that architects and master builders of 200 them. Masonry panels afford the architect design
—and 2,000 —years ago relied on. For masonry is flexibility not known before while still assuring
still the best way to build. Still the least expensive. unparalleled craftsmanship. Loadbearing ma-

The mechanics of creating walls with mortar sonry systems permit fast, economical construc-
and brick, or block, or stone, have changed little. tion and afford the designer a broader palette.
But technology in the production of masonry ma- The reasons for masonry’s ageless popu-
terials as well as on-site automation of materials /larity are many. Permanence. Beauty. Flexibil-
handling have changed enough to maintain ma- ity. And economy. There is simply no more
sonry’s reputation: it's stingy with the tightest bud- energy-efficient, durable, easily maintained
get. In fact, masonry structures are usually lowest in building material known to man.
initial cost. Consistently low in operating costs. So it’s no wonder we're still making them the

Masonry materials have taken on new dimen- way we used to. The trowel is still one of the
sions, new colors, new textures. And innovative - building designer’s handiest tools.

.M INTERNATIONAL MASONRY INSTITUTE

Suite 1001, 823 15th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005, (202) 783-3908

The Mason Contractors and Bricklayers Union of the USA & Canada.




GOINGION

Harris Expands HUD’s Budget,

Makes Subcabinet Appointments

“Simply unacceptable™ was HUD Secre-
tary Patricia Roberts Harris” description
of parts of the Ford Administration’s
housing budget. A revised budget, pre-
sented to Congress recently, contains some
“drastic” changes that were made “despite
severe time limitations and the problem
involved in working with a new team.”
The revised HUD budget not only expands
the fiscal 1978 budget, but also the cur-
rent year’s. Such expansions are necessary,
says Harris, “in order to meet the pressing
and immediate needs of urban America.”
Highlights of the revised budget:
® An increase in the community develop-
ment block grant program by $500 mil-
lion, with $400 million allocated to the
“most distressed cities.” The funds would
be distributed under an urban develop-
ment action grant program. “This,” Harris
said, “will allow HUD to assist in a frontal
attack on a myriad of social, economic
and development problems in a given
city.”
e An increase from 164,200 to 400,000
in the number of dwelling units for low-
and moderate-income families in 1977.
The sum of $508 million would be allo-
cated in Section 8 contract authority for
1977, including assistance to state housing
agencies. Harris said HUD would have
only the power to create “reservations.”
In expressing concern about the transla-
tion of these reservations into actual hous-
ing starts, she said she aims to convert the
“unit reservations into construction on
the ground, units which families actually
can move into.”
® Restoration of the Ford Administra-
tion’s cuts in public housing operating
subsidies and modernization funds. Harris
also requested funds for public housing
authorities to meet rising fuel costs.
® Resumption of the Section 312 rehabili-
tation loan fund, killed by the previous
Administration.
® Restoration of the 701 comprehensive
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planning grant program to 1977 levels.

The revised budget also extends Sec-
tion 8 contract terms from 20 to 30 years
for privately financed housing in order to
attract conventional financing.

Harris eliminated one item from the
Ford budget: $200 million supplemental
funds for the bicentennial land heritage
program which she termed an “overtly
political pre-election promise by the prior
Administration.”

After hearings on the confirmation of
Harris as HUD secretary (see Feb.,

p. 18), Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.)
voted against her confirmation, saying
that she lacked experience in housing and
urban problems. He gave her high marks,
however, for her testimony before the
Senate committee on banking, housing
and urban affairs, which Proxmire chairs.
He agreed almost entirely with her budget.
He is quoted in the press as saying that he
disagrees only on “minor points,” one
being that he would like greater emphasis
on new rather than existing housing.

In testimony before the House subcom-
mittee on housing and community devel-
opment, Harris said the urban action
grants would be flexible, permitting cities
to launch “major new initiatives.” Cities
receiving such grants, she said, must have
a “proven record” on providing equality
of opportunity in housing persons of low
and moderate income. Other criteria
would relate to housing conditions, unem-
ployment, jobs lost, median income, tax
base, etc. Through the urban grants pro-
gram, Harris said, HUD would play a
“significant leadership role in urban affairs
and in the government’s effort to revitalize
our cities.” The budget increase, she said,
would assist not only communities that
are losing people, but also “areas with
growth lag or on the brink of decline, such
as some suburban areas.”

Some House subcommittee members
said that such urban action grants would

be a “retreat” to a categorical program.
There “might be a problem downstream”
because of lack of structure at the local
level, one said.

HUD’s staff level will remain the same,
except that employment cuts in commu-
nity planning and development will be
restored.

Meanwhile, several appointments have
been made at the subcabinet level to
assist Secretary Harris, some still to be
confirmed. Among them:
® Jay Janis, senior vice president for
management and urban affairs, Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, formerly associated
with HUD: under secretary.
® Robert Embry, former Baltimore hous-
ing commissioner: assistant secretary for
community development and planning.

* Lawrence B. Simons, president of the
LBS Construction Co., New York City:
assistant secretary of housing, and federal
housing commissioner.
e William White, executive director of
the Massachusetts housing finance agency:
head of the new communities develop-
ment corporation.
¢ William Medina, office of management
and budget: assistant secretary for admin-
istration.
e Chester C. McGuire, assistant professor
of city and regional planning, University
of California, Berkeley: assistant secre-
tary of fair housing and equal opportunity.
e Arch Parsons, director of information,
Appalachian Regional Commission: assis-
tant to the secretary for public affairs.
® Harry K. Schwartz, a lawyer who prac-
tices in Philadelphia: assistant secretary
for legislative affairs.
* Donna E. Shalala, associate professor
of politics and education, Columbia Uni-
versity: assistant secretary for policy
development and research.
® Msgr. Geno Baroni, a Catholic priest
who heads the National Center for Urban
Ethnic Affairs: assistant secretary for
neighborhood development, consumer
affairs and regulatory functions.
e Ruth Prokop, former special assistant
to HUD Secretary Robert Wood and now
senior counsel of General Telephone &
Electronics: general counsel.

Going On continued on page 20
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Put it up front, this cheering sign of Receptors are molded of polyester Get all the facts on Model 2205, and
refreshment, to brighten the lobby or  resin, with a constant shade of color a Color Selector Chart. Contact your
main corridor. With the gleam and throughout the material thickness. nearest Haws representative, or
permanence of Polymarble and your ~ So Polymarble fountains are easy to Haws Drinking Faucet Co., 1441
choice of four captivating colors, maintain, with no fading or chalking. Fourth Street, Berkeley, CA 94710.
these semi-recessed drinking foun- Sturdy bubbler and recessed push-
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DAYS AFTER

WEAVER GAVE

THE ORDER,

VULCRAFT RODE

INTOGRAND

Weaver and Vulcraft had teamed up many times before.

That's why it came as no surprise to anyone when Weaver
Iron Works, a large steel fabricator. called on Vulcraft to
help them take on a big job they were doing for the Vantage
Companies.

The job was the Parkway Distribution Center. It was located
in Grand Prairie, Texas. midway between Dallas and Fort
Worth. The complex itself was to be composed of five separate
buildings covering a spread of 34.9 acres.To be used for
offices, distribution and manufacturing facilities.

So Vulcraft acted fast to get steel joists and joist girders
toWeaver. So tast that only 43 days after they got the order.
they rode into town with hard. cold steel.

The first shipment of this 746,852 square foot job had
arrived right on time. Everyone had a lot to smile about.

The Vantage Companies above all.

Delivery was quick as lightning. That meant more money in
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PRAIRIE, TEXAS.

their pocket. less money paid out for rising construction costs.

The joists themselves were specially designed by the experts
at Vulcraft to meet the load requirements of this specitic job.
So Vantage saved again.

And with lightweight joist girders on the job. Vantage
could even sit back and enjoy the wide open spaces. Since
supporting columns could be placed farther apart. allowing
for larger bay areas.

That's what happened when Vulcraft and Weaver got
together in a Texas town.

[t can happen to you. To give the order, just contact your
local Vulcraft representative. Or write Vulcraft. P.O. Box
17656.Charlotte. North Carolina 28211 for your Joist & Joist
Girder Guide.(See Sweets 5.2/Vu.)Or call (704) 366-7000.
But do it now.

Because the faster you give us the business. the faster we
deliver the goods.
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Open web design allows ducts, pipes and Increased spans and larger bays result
wiring to pass directly through the steel members. [from computer design of joists and joist girders.

\

The simplicity and light weight of Vulcraft Lighter weight columns can oftentimes
joists and joist girders make erection fast and easy. be used with joist girders. And that’s a big advantage.

- . .y".Jl' e

- »_‘,_.-:‘W :
Ease and speed of erection with Vulcraft products
enabled the first building to be under roof in 19 days. girders were used in this 746,852 square foot job.

VULCRAFT

A Division of Nucor Corporation
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Developer: Vantage Companies
General Contractor: Vanco Construction. Inc.
Architect: Thomas E. Cook
Consulting Engineer: Arnold & Burch
Steel Fabricator: Weaver Iron Works, Inc.
Steel Erector: Bob McCaslin Steel Erection Company

Vuleraft joists and joist girders helped Vantage in a Texas town.
They can help you with a job too. Large or small. Anywhere.
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Response to emergencies.Comfort for patient:
Rellef for nurses.This is the pilace f10|

Stanley automatic

\\ entrance:

g of c0urse means the Stanley Magic-Door®
~yol 8.4 ,condifioned: - *  people —the originators and world’s foremost
.- qir, sdjefy i more.Such - _.. makers of quality automated doors. Stanley

reasons, sooner or]afer-v'musf lead you o _ Door Operating

Stanley. After all, no other maker: can offer‘ you " Equipment, Division of _
SO many de3|gn options orpromise” - STA N I- EY

The Stanley Works, et
you so much frouble-free service. Stanley. Farrmngton CT06032.  helpsyou dothings right.




MONSANTO INTRODUCES

®

THE LAST WORD IN ADVANCED GENERATIONNYLON

Once you've said Ultron® nylon, there’s
nothing else to say. Because Ultron is a
product of the finest carpet technology
presently known. In Ultron, Monsanto
has achieved an outstanding degree of
abrasion-resistance, static-control, and
soil-hiding. . . the practical performance
properties that an advanced generation
nylon should have. Yet, Ultron doesn't
sacrifice the aesthetic benefits of bulk,
luster, color clarity and resilience. So
if you're looking for the brightest new
idea for solving carpeting’s worst prob-
lems, just say the word. Ultron.

The special technology behind Ultron
is responsible for its excellent resistance
to abrasion. The carefully formulated
nylon polymer system works together
with the modified cross-section |to re-
sist abrasive wear. And with the added
advantage of exceptional bulk, Ultron
also offers maximum resistance to
crushing and matting. When tested,
Ultron not only demonstrated unsur-
passed abrasion-resistance, but an
exceptionally high degree of resilience
as well. Best of all, Ultron retained ex-
ceptional surface appearance. And that,
after all, is what counts in carpeting.

CARPET FIBER

In the areas of static-control and soil-
hiding, Ultron performance is equally
outstanding. Because of its special
properties, Ultron is able to keep static
build-up well below the human shock
level, and is also able not only to resist
soiling and staining, but to hide the
soiling that does occur. We've got a lot
more to say about our proud new fiber
and we'll gladly tell you everything.
Just contact the Contract Carpet
Department at Monsanto Textiles
Company, 320 Interstate North Park-
way, Atlanta, Georgia, 30339, Tele-
phone (404) 955-4000.

ULTRON HAS IT ALL. SOIL-HIDING. STATIC-CONTROL.

ABRASION-RESISTANCE.
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%, an-Tran creates mterest at

Building owners all over the country
have found that Vari-Tran lets them
save year round on both heating and

“cooling bills.
ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ If you'd like to find out what Vari-Tran
~coated glass. Available in avarietyof in monolithic or Thermopane®
colorsand—shadﬁ'tg cients, insulating units can do for a building
' Vari-Tran adds beauty to the outside you have in the works, contact an LOF
- ofa buﬂdlng while hel Iping to keep representative. He'll be glad to put

thq mtenor comfortable.

our computers to work on an “Energy
! i 1

1 Savings Analysis” for you.
, For detailed information, see
B R s, Bl =2E = " LOFs Sweet's Catalog— “Glass for

' \ ' Construction.’ Or write Paul Corrad
at Libbey-Owens-Ford Company,
811 Madison Avenue, Toledo,
Ohio 43695.
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Going On from page 8

Cities Receive Pledge
By Kreps of Commerce
For Better Assistance

Secretary of Commerce Juanita M. Kreps
recently pledged the resources of the
Department of Commerce in helping solve
“what the President has referred to as

the nation’s number one economic prob-
lem: our cities.” She told members of the
National League of Cities that she was
not satisfied with the department’s past
record. “We need to streamline some pro-
grams and to bring more of this depart-
ment’s resources directly to the assistance
of cities,” she said.

Kreps said that recent amendments to
the economic development administra-
tion’s legislation “strengthened our urban
programs, making flexible EDA assist-
ance available to most urban centers.” An
additional $2 billion in 1977 and $2 bil-
lion in 1978 have been requested, she
said, to fund EDA’s local public works
program.

It is clear, she said, that “fiscal transfu-
sions” by the federal government are not
enough. “Unless we are simultaneously
working to make our declining cities eco-
nomically well again, there can be no
solution.” Too little, she said, is being
invested in the so-called software side of
economic development. “It is not enough
that we locate public works wisely or that
we arrange for adequate business financ-
ing to complete industrial or commercial
projects. As important as these are, there is
a greater need to build, strengthen and ex-
pand the institutional infrastructure of ur-
ban economic development to include state
as well as private investment,” she said.

Kreps said due consideration should be
given to the lasting nature of public works.
“The projects we are to build ought to
serve the public well, to be attractive and
well integrated into the social and eco-
nomic life of each community.”

‘Deprivation’ of Housing
Seen for Middle Class

“Extraordinary population and economic
pressures” have caused a significant new
form of “housing deprivation” in the U.S.,
says a research report prepared by the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology/
Harvard University joint center for urban
studies. Housing problems, once limited
to the poor, now affect average-income
families. In 1970, almost half of all U.S.
families could afford a median-priced
house, but by 1975 only 25 percent (those
earning $20,000 or more yearly) could
buy the same standard house. Since 1970,
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the median price of new homes increased
by almost 90 percent and ownership costs
by more than 100 percent, greatly outpac-
ing growth in income, which was 47 per-
cent in the same period.

The research report, entitled The Na-
tion’s Housing, 1975 to 1985, was devel-
oped under the leadership of Professors
Bernard J. Frieden and Arthur P. Solo-
mon. It identifies trends and developments
that are the source of U.S. housing prob-
lems, including:

e The recession in the housing construc-
tion industry, which caused housing starts
to drop from a rate of 2.4 million annually
in the first quarter of 1972 to 990,000
units per year in the second quarter of
1975. (The highest unemployment rate in
any sector of the economy occurred in the
construction industry, where unemploy-
ment went from 7.5 percent to 21.5 per-
cent.)

e Changes in the national economy and
public policy, including “suspension of

all major federal low-income housing sub-
sidy programs, sudden and substantial in-
creases in housing costs and periodic with-
drawal of funds from mortgage credit
institutions.”

e Changes in demographic factors shaping
housing demand, including migration pat-
terns and number and size of households.

The report estimates that between 1975
and 1985, 20.2 to 22.6 million new hous-
ing units will be needed. There will be
need for 11.9 to 13.6 million housing
units for expected growth in the number
of new households, with the remainder
required to replace obsolete units and
to upgrade existing housing.

The report points to changes in popula-
tion growth, with nonurban areas outstrip-
ping growth in metropolitan areas. As a
result, some urban housing may become
unneeded, but a housing shortage may
occur in small cities and towns. In 1960-
70, Pittsburgh was the only city to decline
in population, but since 1970, 10 of the
25 largest metropolitan areas declined in
population. A major trend, says the re-
port, is rapid population growth in the
South and West. “In fact, population
growth in the South should be greater
than in all other regions combined.”

At a press conference, Professor Solo-
mon said: ** ‘Suburban sprawl’ was the
word for the '60s; the movement to the
Sunbelt for the *70s; now ‘back to the
country’ is the term for the '80s.”” Except
in the South, he commented, growth in
nonmetropolitan areas will be larger than
in metropolitan areas in the future.

Professor Frieden said that although
the number and proportion of families liv-
ing in inadequate housing units has de-
clined sharply since 1960, those paying an
“unreasonably high percentage of their in-
come for rent has increased rapidly.”
Dwellings without adequate heating or

plumbing or in extreme disrepair are
“concentrated disproportionately outside
metropolitan areas,” he said. Conversely,
families with high rent burdens and inade-
quate housing “are located overwhelmingly
within the country’s metropolitan areas.”

Frieden said that the “decline of slum
housing as a problem and its replacement
by the cost squeeze as the dominant form
of housing deprivation suggests that the
nation’s housing policies for the disadvan-
taged need to be accompanied by pro-
grams to provide additional income for
the poor.” Said Solomon, “A strong na-
tional housing policy—with a constructive
partnership between the public and pri-
vate sectors is clearly needed to alleviate
America’s present and future housing
problems.

“It should focus on better, more af-
fordable housing for the poor, with sec-
ondary emphasis on improving the home-
buying climate for the young and for
people with average incomes.”

Survey Finds Architectural
Employment at Standstill

An employment survey of 4,204 architec-
tural firms conducted at the end of Jan.
1977 by William L. Slayton, Hon. ATA,
executive vice president of the Institute,
shows essentially no change (minus 0.4
percent) in employment from June 30 to
Dec. 21, 1976. From Dec. 31, 1973 (the
date for which Slayton first asked figures),
architectural employment is down 12
percent.

As the graph prepared by Slayton,
shown below, indicates, there was a very
slight increase upward in employment in
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the fourth quarter of 1976 from the low

point suffered in the year’s third quarter.

Results from the survey show that firms
in the south Atlantic states suffered the
greatest percentage drop in employment
from June 30 through Dec. 31, 1976—a
minus 2.7 percent. The greatest increase
in employment for the same period oc-
curred in New Jersey, where the percent
change was a plus 4.8 percent.

Slayton’s first employment survey, com-
piled in June 1975, revealed that employ-
ment in 2,533 architectural firms had de-
clined by 6.8 percent from Dec. 31, 1973,

continued on page 24




If we showed you a V4" ceiling panel that was guaranteed not tJ;: sag and offered the same fissured
look and sound absorption as standard %" panels, would you be willing to pay less for it?

Introducing Celotex Grande lay-in panels. The reason we make it thinner? We use a better binder—resin,
which when cured, is insoluble in water, instead of the conventional starch-based binder. T<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>